THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 


I" 


November  9f  1912* 


lily  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Knowing  as  I  do  your  very  great  interest  in  the  North 
American  Indians,  as  well  as  your  very  great  knowledge  of  them 
and  of  their  history,  I  have  for  some  time  been  desirous  of 
securing  the  benefit  of  your  valuable  assistance  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the;  Office  of  Indian  Affairs.  I  think  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  now  offered  in  a  vacancy  which  has  occurred  in  the 
Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  and  to  which  the  President  and 
,  .1  are,,  very  desirous  of  appointing  you. 

The  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  was  created  in  1869  and 


Is  not  a  bureau  or  division  of  any  department.  Its  members  are 
"appointed  by  the  President  solely  from  men  eminent  for  their 
intelligence  and  philanthropy".  Its  original  purpose,  as  stated 
by  Congress,  was  that  of  enabling  the  President  to  carry  out 
the  then  new  peace  policy  of  dealing  with  the  Indians.  In 
process  of  time  and  by  authority  of  various  subsequent  enact¬ 
ments  of  Congress  it  has  become  an  advisory  body  with  specific 
pov/er  to  visit  and  inspect  Indian  agencies  and  other  branches 
of  the  Indian  Service,  and  to  inspect  goods  purchased  for  said 
Service.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  is  directed  to  con¬ 
sult  with  the  Commission  in  the  purchase  of  siipplies,  and  the 
Commission  makes  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Its 


members  draw  no  salaries,  but  Congress  mates  a  small  annual  appropriation 
for  clerical  hire  and  incidental  expenses. 

I  am  very  anxious  indeed  to  see  this  body  become  a  real  active  force 
in  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  by  the  Federal  Government.  I 
think  it  can  be  of  very  great  service.  I  hope  it  will  appeal  to  you 
as  an  opportunity  for  disinterested  public  service,  for  which  you  are 
peculiarly  qualified.  The  present  wo rk  of  the  Board  would  not  require 
a  great  deal  of  your  time,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  future  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  that  work  would  be  found  by  you  to  be  a  serious  burden.  Of 
course  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  would  be  carefully  considered  in 
any  such  enlargement  ,  which  would  necessarily  depend  upon  the  amount 
of  time  which  men  like  yourself  would  find  it  possible  and  agreeable 
to  give  to  the  public  without  financial  compensation. 

Kindly  let  me  know  whether  you  would  be  willing  to  accept  the 
appointment,  and  believe  me 


Sincerely  yours. 


Secretary. 


l£r  .  Edward  E,  Ayer, 


-i  >  /du-u  .  .  wr, 

Korth  State  and  Bank  Streets, 
Chicago,  Ill, 


Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 


Andrew  S*  Draper,  Chairman, 

State  Commissioner  of  Education, 
Albany,  IT.  Y. 

H.  C.  Phillips,  Secy* 

Doom  320  Corcoran  Bldg.,  Wash.  D.  C 

Albert  K.  Smiley, 

Llohon  lake,  Ulster  Co.,  IT.  Y. 

William  D.  Walker, 

367  Elmwood  Avo.,  Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 

Jas.  Cardinal  Gibbons, 

Baltimore,  Md. 

George  Vaux,  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Bldg.,  Phila. 

Warren  K*  Hoorchead, 

Andover,  Mass. 

Samuel  A.  Eliot,  D*  D* 

25  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  Merrill  E.  Gates, 

1309  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  Wash.,  D.  C 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 


November  20,  1912. 


Uy  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  v/as  very  glad  indeed  to  receive  your  letter 
of  November  11th,  indicating  your  v/illingness  to 
serve  on  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  I  read 
your  letter  to  the  President  and  he  is  much  pleased 
to  make  the  appointment. 

I  send  under  separate  cover  your  commission 
and  other  papers  v/ith  letter  of  instructions  as  to 
signing  and  qualifying.  I  v/ill  have  the  officials 
of  the  Indian  Office  and  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners  communicate  with  you  further  v/ith 
regard  to  the  work  of  the  Board. 

I  congratulate  the  service  on  your  appointment, 
and  am 


Mr.  Edv/ard  E.  Ayer, 

Bailway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


\ 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 


November  20,  1912, 


Mr,  Edward  E,  Ayer, 

Hallway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois, 


Sir: 


In  connection  with  your  appointment  as  a  Member  of  the  Board 
of  Indian  Commissioners,  vice  Michael  E,  Bannin,  deceased,  you  will 
please  execute  at  your  convenience  the  enclosed  oath  of  office  and 
return  it  to  this  Department;  also  personal  statement  card. 

Appointments  on  the  Board  are  made  under  the  Act  of  Congress 
approved  April  10,  1869  (16  Stats,,  40),  which  provides  that  its 
members  be  selected  ’’from  men  eminent  for  their  intelligence  and 
philanthropy,  to  serve  without  pecuniary  compensation," 

A  printed  copy  of  tie  last  annual  report  of  the  Board  is  en¬ 
closed,  which  will  give  you  an  idea  of  its  duties, 

A  list  of  the  members  and  their  addresses  is  printed  on  page 
11,  Mr,  Andrew  S,  Draper,  Albany,  N.  Y, ,  is  chairman. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Harry  C,  Phillips,  Room  320, 
Corcoran  Building,  533  Fifteenth  Street,  Washington,  D,  C.,  will  be 
notified  of  your  appointment;  also  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


Very  respectfully. 


i 


Enclosure  8613, 


/  / 

DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  TTovember  21,  1912. 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  notice  By  associated  press  dispatch  that  you  are  appointed 
"by  President  Taft  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 

I  am  very  glad  to  see  this  and  welcome  you  to  our  number. 

Under  separate  cover  I  hand  you  copy  of  the  article  on  the 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  where  two  of  the  members  of  the  Board  had 
considerable  to  say. 

I  have  been  greatly  interested  in  the  bettering  of  conditions 
on  Indian  reservations  j. but  for  the  pg.st  four  years  have  had  an 
uphill  fight,  with  muclr^discourage  one.  The  Department  of  Justice 
took  over  all  the  evide'nbe  I  collected  at  Yifhite  Earth,  Minnesota, 
and  although  three  years  have  elapsed,  few  Indian  lands  have  been 
recovered  and  the  statue  of  limitation  has  run  its  course  and  it 
will  now  be  impossible  to  send  any  of  the  guilty  parti,  es  to  the 
penetentiary.  Y/e  hope,  however,  in  Oklahoma  to  bring  about 
radical  reforms.  I  think  the  entire  trouble  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  hurried  the  Indian  into  citizenship  and  have  not  pro¬ 
tected  him  in  his  property  rights.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see 
you  at  our  annual  meeting  in  Washington  in  January. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 


WKM-D 


B-a 


*■ 


DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 

iOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


A* 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

535  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

November  22,  1912. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Sir: 


Notice  has  just  been  received  from  the  Interior 
Department  of  your  appointment  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Indian  Commissioners  and  I  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
extending  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  a 
cordial  welcome  which  I  am  sure  you  will  receive  from  them. 

The  Interior  Department  states  that  a  copy  of  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  Board  has  been  sent  to  you.  Under 
separate  cover  there  are  being  mailed  as.many  of  the  reports 
of  former  years  as  are  now  available.  V  I  am  also  sending  a 
supply  of  the  Board’s  stationery  for  your  official  use.  ^ 
Please  feel  entirely  free  to  make  any  inquiries 
that  occur  to  you  regarding  the  history  or  the  nature  of 
the  Board. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Secretary. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OK  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


B-a 


Hon*  Edward  E.  Ayer, 


Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


533  Fift 


My  dear  Sir: 


By  direction  of  Acting  Chairman  Vaux,  the  annual 


meeting  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  will  be  held  at 
the  Board's  office  in  Washington,  D.C.,  January  15,  16  and 
17,  1913,  with  the  understanding  that  an  adjournment  may  be 
taken  on  the  16th  if  the  business  of  the  meeting  shall  then 
have  been  concluded. 


It  is  hoped  that  nothing  will  prevent  your  attendance 


at  the  meeting  where  you  will  have  opportunity  to  become 
personally  acquainted  with  your  colleagues. 


Very  sincerelv  vouro. 


X 


r\ 


Secretary 


November  22nd.,  1912 


Hon.  Walter  L.  Usher, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Hear  Sir 

This  will  introduce  to  you  Mr,  Prank: 
Bonnelly,  who  represents  the  interests  of  Mr, 
Edward  P.  Swift  in  some  lands  at  Echo,  Ore., 
which  ho  desires  to  talk  to  you  about. 

You  may  he  sure  that  anything  Mr. 
Bonnelly  tells  you  in  regard  to  this  subject 
is  the  truth  and  by  giving  him  an  interview, 
you  will  confer  a  special  favor. 

Yours  very  truly. 


November  ?5rd,  1912 


Dear  Sir: — 

Per  your  request  of  November  20th,  I 
herewith  return,  executed,  my  oath  of  office 
and  personal  statement  card. 

Yours  truly. 


Mr.  S.  C.  Laylin, 

Asst.  Secretary, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.C. 


November  23rd,  1912 


Dear  Sir: — 

As  per  your  request 


November  23rd,  1912 


Dear  I.  Jr.  I  loo  rehead:  — 

I  have  your  letter  of  November  21st 
and  contents  noted .  I  shall  road  the  booh 
you  send  me,  with  great  pleasure. 

I  shall  try  to  be  at  the  meeting  in 
ashington  and  shall  bo  r  ady  at  all  times  to 
do  anything  I  can  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  people  we  are  expected  to  look  after. 


Yours  vQry  truly 


Mr.  'arren  K.  Hoorehead 


Andover,  Mass. 


Chicago,  Hovonber  27th,  1912. 


Mr.  H.  C.  Phillips ,  Seo'y* 


Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 


Washington,  D.C. 


Dear  Sir:- 


Your  three  letters  have  come  duly  to  hand  and  I  thank 


you  most  sincerely  for  the  information  given.  The  hooks  have  also 
all  arrived. 

I  will  certainly  he  present  on  January  15th  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  in  Washington. 

V'ry  truly  yours, 


November  27th,  1912 


Dear  Sir:- 

Yours  of  November  20th  cane  duly 
to  hand,  followed  by  my  commission  as  member 
of  the  Board  and  data,  etc.,  from  Secretary 
Phillips. 


I  will  certainly  try  to  do  every¬ 


thing  I  can,  Mr.  Fisher,  to  faithfully  attend 
to  any  business  allotted  to  me. 


Yours  very  sincerely 


Hon.  Walter  L.  Fisher, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.C. 


/ 


# 


November  27th,  1912. 


hoar  Mr.  Moorehead,- 


I  cannot  tell  you  how  pleased 


I  was  to  get  your  letter  with  the  clippings, 
and  how  especially  pleased  I  was  to  get  the  en¬ 
closed  letter  from  horsey. 


I  am  not  surprised  at  the 


subject  matter,  hut  I  send  it,  as  I  want  you 
to  know  how  people,  who  have  known  you  so 
long  and  been  associated  with  you,  consider 
you. 


I  shall  look  forward  to 


meeting  you  at  the  meeting  in  V/ashington  with 
the  greatest  pleasure*  and  I  feel  perfectly 
sure  that  I  shall  be  disposed  to  follow  your 
lead  in  the  splendid  work  you  are  doing  in 
the  Commission, 


Very  truly  y™^0 


Mr.  Warren  K.  Moorehead 
Andover,  Mass. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

B-a  533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

December  7,  1912. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. , 
Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


With  great  regret  I  have  to 

announce  the  death,  on  December  2d.,  of  Commissioner  Albert 
K.  Smiley  who  died  at  his  winter  home  in  California,  the 
cause,  so  far  as  my  present  information  goes,  being  overwork 
and  nervous  exhaustion. 

I  also  have  to  announce  that  the  resignation  of 
Commissioner  (Cardinal)  Gibbons,  which  sometime  ago  was 
submitted  to  the  President,  has  been  accepted,  and  that  on 
December  3d.  the  President  appointed  in  his  place  Rev. 

William  H.  Ketcham,  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Catholic 
Indian  Missions,  with  headquarters  in  this  city.  Father 
Ketcham  was  born  in  1868  and  has  been  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest 
since  1891.  From  1891  to  1901  he  was  missionary  at 
different  times  to  the  Creek,  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  Indians. 
Since  1901  he  has  held  his  present  office  as  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Catholic  Indian  Missions. 

The  delay  in  sending  these  notices  has  been  due  to  the 
writer’s  absence  in  Oklahoma  where  he  was  sent  on  short 
notice  to  take  the  place  of  Commissioner  Vaux  on  a  committee 
to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  Apache  prisoners  of  war  as  to 
place  of  future  residence.  A  report  on  that  subject  will 
be  submitted  at  an  early  date. 


At  Princeton,  H.J.,  December  19th,  1912 


Gol  H.  1.  Scott, 

My  dear  Ool.  Scott, - 

One  of  our  former  students.  Rev.  James  H. 

Boll,  Dulce,  Hew  Mexico,  has  been  working  for  some  months  among 
the  Tioamilla  Apachis;  and  he  has  written  to  me  such  a  dis¬ 
tressing  account  of  their  condition  and  of  his  failure  to  secure 
government  intervention  that  I  venture  on  my  own  motion  to  call 
your  attention  to  their  case* 

Mr*  Bell  writes  me  that  they  number  about  800, 
and  are  dying  off,  that  they  have  been  driven  from  their  former 
good  lands  up  into  barren,  rugged  mountains  (alkali  soil  and  alkali 
water  ovcrywhere)  that  they  have  no  cattle,  no  sheep,  no  horses, 
that  thoy  have  no  annuities, as  many  other  indians,  and  that  they 
have  no  work  on  tho  reservation  by  which  to  make  a  living.  Under 
these  circumstances,  as  might  bo  expected,  he  says  that  the  i  ..dians 
are  starving  and  in  cold  weather  are  freezing.  47  children  died  of 
measles  in  one  week  last  winter.  So  moving  was  Mr.  Bell's  appeal 
and  suoh  is  our  confidence  in  him  that  tho  ladies  here  are  making 
up  a  large  lot  of  clothing  and  supplies.  This,  howetfer,  will  afford 
only  temporary  relief  for  a  few.  If  you  can  do  anything  to  secure 
a  permanent  betterment  of  their  situation,  we  shall  all  be  pro¬ 
foundly  gratified. 

Very  sincorely  yours, 

(Sgd)  W.  Bronton  Greene,  Tr. 


-IOOREHEAD,  Qtl  BATOR 


j&epmrkment  xrf  ^rchmalax^ 

&xibxxte£r,  Wnx&0ixx:hxc&^tt& 


December  10,  1912. 


Honorable  Edwin  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  jp*.  Ayer: 

I  am  coming  to  Chicago  to  lecture  the  evening  of  Friday, 
December  20th.  I  shall  stop  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state  en 
route  and  see  some  quarries.  I  expect  to  arrive  at  Chicago  the 
morning  of  the  18th.  Shall  be  very  glad  to  call  upon  you  and  talk 
about  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  if  you  could  spare  a  few 
minutes  of  your  time  either  the  19th  or  20th. 

Trusting  that  this  will  be  convenient,  I  am, 


Very  cordially  yours, 


V/KM-D 


t 


December  12th,  1912. 


Dear  Mr.  Moorehead,- 

I  am  more  than  glad  to  get  your 
letter  of  December  10th.  It  will  give  me 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  you. 

Please  meet  me  at  the  Chicago  Club 
at  &omi  the  day  of  the  18th.  I  will  put  you 
up  there  and  I  want  to  take  you  down  to  the 
Museum  and  have  a  long  talk  with  you  over 
the  duties  that  will  be  expected  of  a  tender¬ 
foot  in  your  Commission. 


Yours  very  truly 


Chicago,  Ill.,  Deconbor  17,  1912, 


Mr.  K,  C.  Phillips,  Soc*y. , 

Board  of  Indian  Corairieoionoro, 

Washington,  D.C* 

Dear  Mr.  Phillips, - 

I  hnvo  yours  of  December  7th  and  tho  report  of  the 
Board  of  December  11th,  and  thank  you. 

I  an  delighted  to  ]mow  that  Father  Ketchom  has  hoon 
appointed  on  tho  Commission.  It  7/111  give  me  groat  pleasure  to  meet 
T7lth  Mm. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


CARNEGIE  INSTITUTION  OF  WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON.  O.  C. 


OFFICE  OFTHE  PRESIDENT 

December  18th,  1912# 

Edward  E.  Ayer,  Esquire. 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill* 

lily  dear  Sir: 

Acknowledging  the  due  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  I  heg  to  express  the  wish  that  you  may  let  me  know 
just  when  you  are  to  he  in  V/ashington  so  that  v/e  may  set  a  time  for 
an  interview.  I  shall  he  glad  to  give  you  all  of  the  time  neces¬ 
sary  to  talk  over  matters  of  mutual  interest;  and  I  trust  also 
that  you  may  visit  Professor  Jameson,  Director  of  our  Department  of 
Historical  Research,  and  learn  at  first  hand  what  his  department 
is  doing  along  lines  in  which  you  are  specially  interested. 

It  is  refreshing  to  find  a  correspondent  who  entertains  what 
appear  to  me  to  he  rational  views  with  regard  to  the  possihilities 
of  contemplated  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Institution.  I 
have  wished,  and  still  wish  very  much,  that  we  might  do  work  in 
the  ways  you  indicate;  hut  the  time  for  such  work  has  not  yet  come 
for  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington.  I  do  not  think  such 
a  publishing  enterprise  as  you  contemplate  could  he  made  at  present 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Institution  to  pay  more  than  a  third  of 
the  expense  involved  in  mere  hookmaking,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of 
collecting  materials  and  preparing  manuscript  for  press.  The  world 


loses  its  capacity  to  use  mental  arithmetic  when  it  comes  to  con¬ 
sider  publications  issued  by  any  establishment  having  Mr.  Carnegie^ 
name  attached  to  it.  Popular  opinion  is  slowly  becoming  more 
rational  with  respect  to  our  publications;  but  at  present  scholars 
are  very  reluctant  to  purchase  our  works  at  prices  which  are  only 
about  half  those  which  would  be  charged  and  readily  paid  if  these 
publications  were  issued  through  commercial  houses.  If  the  world 
could  have  had  its  way  the  primary  purpose  of  the  Inst ituti on, name¬ 
ly,  the  prosecution  of  research,  would  have  been  speedily  subvert¬ 
ed  and  replaced  by  a  grand  gift-book  enterprise  like  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  publications  under  our  governmental  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture.  Our  experience  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  well  as  in 

regard  to  man3r  others,  would  be  incredible  if  it  had  not  occurred. 

Very  truly  yours, 


tNEGIE  INSTITUTION  OF  WASHINGTON 
Department  of  Historical  Research 


J.  FRANKLIN  JAMESON 
Director 


t/f' 


1140  Woodwaro  Building 

Washington,  D.  C. 


December  19,  1912 


PSy  dear  Hr.  Ayer 


President  Woodward  tells  me  that  you 


will  be  in  Washington  on  January  16-18.  I  shall  hope 
at  that  time  to  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  with  you 
more  fully  than  is  possible  in  letters  the  question, 
what  can  be  done  with  respect  to  the  materials  for  Amer¬ 
ican  history  in  Spanish  archives.  If  during  your  stay 
in  Washington  you  could  make  it  convenient  to  come  to 
my  office  in  the  Woodward  Building,  I  should  like  to 
'•how  you  certain  things  that  I  have  here,  a  considera¬ 
tion  of  which  may  help  toward  deciding  what  can  be  done. 
By  that  time  you  will  perhaps  have  had  some  talk  with 
Hr.  Ryerson  and  Mr.  Hutchinson,  with  both  of  whom  I  had 
some  conversation  respecting  the  matter  while  they  were 
here  in  attendance  upon  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington. 

I  am  very  earnest  that  as  much  s  possible  should  be 
done  toward  making  Valuable  materials  respecting  American 
history  in  the  Spanish  archives,  and  especially  in  the  Ar- 
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Mr.  Ayer  - 

chives  of  the  Indies  at  Seville,  available  by  American 
scholars.  This  office,  the  Department  of  Historical  Re¬ 
search  in  the  Carnegie  Institution,  may  claim  to  have  al¬ 
ready  done  a  good  deal  in  this  direction,  and  is  prepared 
to  go  on  and  do  more.  It  is  however  to  be  remembered  that 
the  Carnegie  Institution  has  a  definite  and  limited  income, 
out  of  which  definite  appropriations  are  made  to  its  de¬ 
partments;  that  these  departments  have  embarked  on  under¬ 
takings  of  so  long  continuance  that  expropriations  that, 

the  appropriations  to  each  will  have  to  be  kept  up  in  1913 
1914,  etc.,  upon  about  the  same  scale  as  in  1911  and  1912, 
so  that  one  cannot  hope  for  a  diversion  to  the  Department 
of  Historical  Research  of  a  total  sum  much  larger  than  that 
of  the  last  few  years;  and  that  the  appropriations  made  to 
this  Department  have  to  be  distributed  among  various  objects. 
These  objects  I  select  with  the  utmost  care.  I  do  not  mean 
to  let  my  personal  interests  or  tastes  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  processes  of  selection.  My  effort  must  be  to  serve 
the  interests  of  as  many  excellent  historical  scholars,  en¬ 
gaged  in  writing  tilings  worth  while,  as  is  possible.  I  have 
of  late  had  about  .;'4000  per  annum  to  spend  in  the  foreign 
field.  In  that  field  several  lines  of  research  have  to  be 
looked  out  for  in  each  year.  On  the  whole,  a3  is  natural, 
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Mr.  Ayer  - 

I  have  had  more  done  in  England  than  in  any  other  one 
European  country;  next  to  that,  and  in  about  equal  measure, 
in  Prance  and  Spain.  In  1913  I  can  do  no  more  than  to 
finish,  in  the  first  months  of  the  year,  what  is  now  going 
on.  You  can  readily  see  that  in  future  years  I  could  never 
throw  the  whole  expenditure  from  my  foreign  fund  into  the 
Spanish  channel;  so,  though  prepared  to  do  a  good  deal  with 
the  funds  of  this  Department  in  the  line  of  what  you  desire, 

I  cannot  go  beyond  a  certain  point. 

My  conviction  is,  however,  that  all  the  money  which  it 
is  expedient  to  use  in  the  next  two  or  three  years  can  be 
raised  without  much  difficulty  in  this  rich  country,  as  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  meaning  of  Spanish  material  for  American 
history  is  increasing.  But  there  are  two  things  which  must 
always  be  kept  in  mind:  the  necessity  of  pursuing  a  proper 
order,  and  the  necessity  of  avoiding  duplication.  As  to  the 
proper  order,  it  'is,  first,  the  preparation  of  a  general  sur¬ 
vey  such  as  Mr.  William  R.  Shepherd’s  "Guide  to  the  Materials 
for  the  History  of  the  United  States  in  Spanish  Archives", 
published  by  this  Institution  in  1907;  secondly,  proceeding 
upon  a  larger  scale,  to  take  that  archive,  and  that  section 
of  the  archive  selected  which  is  most  important  for  American 
history,  and  make  an  itemized  list  of  the  materials  useful  to 
American  history  which  it  contains;  and,  thirdly,  and  only 


after  these  first  two  processes  have  been  carried  out, 
to  undertake  copying.  I  have  in  this  office  enough 
evidence  to  convince  any  reasonable  man  of  the  utter  un¬ 
wisdom  of  undertaking  any  large  scheme  of  copying  until 
good  Cct.1  tndars  have  preceded.  I  have  had  an  excellent 
man  at  work  in  the  Archives  of  the  Indies  for  two  years, 
calendaring  in  this  maimer  the  American  materials  in  the 
section  called  "Papeles  procedentes  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba". 
His  work  will  be  in  shape  for  3ome  use  before  the  end  of 
1913,  through  not  by  that  time  in  print.  While  he  himself 
has  to  come  back  this  spring,  I  think  of  another  man, 
fully  competent  to  the  job,  who  could  be  persuaded  to  go 
out  later  and  continue  the  work;  but  I  think  there  is 
only  one.  Your  correspondent  speaks  of  Professor  Bolton; 
but  I  am  sure  that  no  money  would  hire  a  man  in  his  posi¬ 
tion  to  immerse  himself  in  such  a  task  for  so  long  at  time 
as  would  be  requisite. 

Also  there  are  considerations  of  duplication.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Library  of  Congress  has 
each  year  a  fund  of  |5000  for  copying  in  European  archives, 
and  that,  having  after  several  years  finished  about  all 
that  it  means  to  do  in  England,  it  is  likely  to  turn  next 
toward  Prance  and  Mpxico.  If  an-  organization  -ere  formed 


for  doing  similar  work,  it  should  select  another  firld; 
in  other  words,  Spain  rather  than  Mexico,  if,  as  I  think, 
Hr.  Putnam  has  no  present  intention  of  attacking  the 
Spanish  problem. 

Still  another  question  is,  what  do  we  want  to  have 
in  this  country,  to  represent  these  materials  in  the  Span¬ 
ish  archives.  Your  correspondent  speaks  vaguely  of  this, 

~s  most  people  do,  and  especially  vaguely  in  quantitative 
respects,  as  if  it  made  little  difference  in  framing  these 
projects  whether  one  were  talking  of  a  few  thousands 
of  pi pers  or  of  millions.  I  suppose  that  there  are  a  good 
many  more  than  a  million  documents  relating  to  American 
history  in  the  Spanish  archives.  The  one  section  of  the 
Archives  of  the  Indies  with  which  our  agent  has  been  deal¬ 
ing  contains  three  or  four  hundred  thousand.  In  short, 
the  boundaries  of  any  such  enterprise  must  be  defined  with 
care  and  with  full  knowledge,  or  the  persons  who  embark  in 
it  will  be  sadly  disappointed.  I  have  seen  it  happen  so 
with  organizations,  many  times.  Another  thing  to  be  thought 
of  is,  supposing  a  given  selection  of  papers,  what  does 
tMs  countrY  need  -  one  copy,  at  one  place,  or  several 
copies,  at  several  different  places.  I  leave  at  one  side 
the  suggestion  of  translations,  for  scholars  do  not  trust 
translations  but  must  have  access  to  the  originals  or  to 
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copies  of  tnem.  I  also  leave  at  one  side  the  question  of 
printing,  because  historic  al  scholars  would  need  to  use 
*T  ‘  'Hy  documents  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  print.  One 
set  of  copies  in  Chicago  would  be  two  thousand  miles  from 
people  in  Berkeley,  and  vice  versa.  With  the  use  of  the 
cheaper  methods  of  photography  now  known,  one  can  have 
copies  oX  several  different  points  in  the  country. 

I  am  merely  throwing  out  these  suggestions  of  the 
questions  to  be  asked  and  difficulties  to  be  met,  in  order 
to  make  clear  my  conception  of  the  deliberation  with  which 
it  is  necessary  to  proceed  in  doing  anything  in' the  line 
of  what  you  desire.  The  substance  of  what  you  wish  prob- 
nbly  can  and  will  be  attained  sometime  in  this  country, 
but  a  good  deal  of  expert  consultation,  investigation, 
and  estimating  ought  to  precede.  My  view  would  be  that 
the  best  way  to  secure  good  results  is  to  get  the  American 
Historical  Association  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  of  its 
members  who  would  be  recognized  as  experts  having  the-  best 
knowledge  and  judgment  of  the  problems  involved,  and  let 
them  frame  carefully  a  plan  for  using  whatever  money  could 
be  raised  in  the  United  States  for  the  purpose. 

I  have  written  at  some  length.  It  has  however  been 
my  wish  that,  if  we  are  to  have  a  chance  to  talk  of  these 
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matters  a  month  from  now,  you  should  have  in  your  mind 
beforehand  as  many  as  possible  of  the  different  topics 
which  I  think  will  have  to  be  considered  before  any  wise 
plan  could  be  made. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  most  cordially 
for  copy  of  your  Catalogue  of  narratives  of  Indian 
Captivities,  which  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  send  to 
me.  I  remember  the  great  pleasure  you  gave  me  when  I 
was  in  Chicago  by  showing  me  your  wonderful  library;  but 
the  catalogue  of  this  single  section  shows  plainly  how 
greatly  you  have  extended  your  collection  since  that  date. 

Believe  me,  with  high  regard, 


Very  truly  yours, 


Edward  E.  A3^er,  Esq. 

Railway  Exchange  Building 

Chicago,  Illinois, 


Chicago,  Decombor  20th,  1912, 


nik^wa 


‘Walter  L.  Fisher, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.C# 


Dear. Sir 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  lottor  written  to  Col*  H.  L.  Scott 
a  very  dear  friend  of  nine,  which  erplaino  itself,  It  seems  to 
no  this  is  a  case  that  noods  iranodiato  attention. 


Tory  truly  yours 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

B-a  533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

December  20,  1912 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


Official  notice  has  just 
been  received  here  of  the  appointment  by  the 
President  on  December  17th,  of  Mr.  Daniel  Smiley, 
Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y.,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Indian  Commissioners  in  place  of  his  brother 
Albert  K.  Smiley,  deceased. 


DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


B-a 


533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W 
December  21,  1912 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer,  /J/V 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg.,  (/ 

Chicago,  Ill.  v 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

Enclosed  for  your  official  use  are 
Government  rate  cards  issued  by  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Co.  and  the  Postal  Telegraph-Cable  Co.  These  cards  entitle 
you  to  send  messages  on  Government  business  at  the  rate  of 
a  word,  address  and  signature  included.  While  in  theory 
they  avoid  the  prepayment  of  charges^in  view  of  peculiar  con¬ 
ditions  affecting  the  disbursing  matters  of  the  Board,  it  is 
much  better  in  all  cases  for  the  sender  to  pay  the  charges  at 
the  rate  above  named  and  include  the  amount  in  his  expense 
account  with  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent. 

The  numbers  of  the  cards  are  as  follows:  Western 
Union  No.6598Qi  Postal,  No*256-C. 

Very  sincorelv  vours. 


Secretary. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  Dec,  23,  1912. 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. , 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  reached  home  safely  and  desire  very  mup'h  to  thank  you  for 
your  kind  hospitality  and  for  the  interest  ^yliich  you  showed  in  the 
Indian  situation.  Please  convey  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Ayer.  I 
enjoyed  the  luncheon  in  your  beaiTtiful  horte ,  and  Mrs.  Moorehead 
and  myself  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  you  at  some 
time  here  in  Andover. 


I  telegraphed  you  this  mornihjg  and 
to  Secretary  Eisher  and  recommend  iWorab: 
of  the  Law  Division,  United  States  Indian 
Commissionership .  Meritt  is  the  man  t< 
missioner  Vaux  is  inclined  towards  Mr 


e quested  that  you  write 
le  E.  B.  Meritt,  Chief 
Office,  for  the  head 
.Id  you  about.  Our  Com- 
>bott  and  Vaux  has  been 


in  Washington  several  tijne^recent^^go^ig  about  with  Abbott.  I 
received  notice  from  the^Secre tary^today  that  rumor  had  it  in 
Washington  that  Abbott  would  secure  the  place.  This  would  be 
unfortunate.  A  letter  from  you  to  Mr.  Eisher  will  carry  weight. 


According  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief  Meritt  would  make 
a  much  better  Commissioner  than  Mr.  Abbott.  I  know  the  inside 
history  of  the  whole  business  better  than  anyone  else  and  I  feel 
free  to  say  that  the  appointment  of  Abbott  would  be  most  unfor¬ 
tunate. 

The  meeting  of  the  Board  is  January  15,  16  and  17.  I  shall 
go  to  Washington  the  evening  of  the  13th,  arriving  there  the  14th 
shall  stop  at  the  Hew  Willard  and  be  glad  to  see  you  there. 

With  best  wishes  and  many  thanks  ,  I  am, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


P.  S.  I  shall  write  to  Honorable  James  M.  Graham,  Chairman  of 
the  Interior  Department  Investigation  Committee,  and  ask  him 
for  the  reports  you  desire. 


Chicago,  December  23rd,  1912, 


Hon.  Walter  1.  Fishor , 

Secrotary  of  tho  Interior, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Doar  Sir:- 

I  understood  that  Mr.  Ahhott  and  Hr.  E.B,  Ilerritt 
aro  both  candidates  for  Indian  Commissioners. 

I  third:  it  was  a  groat  misfortune  that  you  could 
not  got  Hr*  Fa vl  11  when  you  v/rntod  him,  as  ho  would  have  been 
absolutely  ideal*  but  from  what  I  havo  boon  able  to  road  on  tho 
subject  sinco  my  appointment ,  I  havo  got  tho  impression  that  Hr. 
Abbott  was  not  particularly  in  accord  with  the  Indian  CoranissioiC--— 
It  is  very  evident  that  if  you  have  a  Commissioner 
there  who  is  not  in  accord  with  the  work  that  we  are  expected  to 
do,  it  would  cause  more  or  less  friction. and  negative  our  efforts. 

It  appears  to  me  that  Hr.  Abbott* s  connection  with 
tho  Indian  affairs  in  How  Mexico  and  tho  work  of  the  Indian  Com¬ 
mission  there  was  not  in  harmony. 

I  havo  no  one  to  suggest,  but  I  think  you  will  agroe 
with  mo  that,  If  you  want  tho  best  results  out  of  the  ton  gontlo- 
mcn  that  you  want  to  work  with  and  your  Indian  Commissioners  offico 
thoro  should  certainly  be  extreme  harmony  botwoen  them. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Chicago,  December  23rd,  1912, 


Dear  Mr,  Phillips ,- 

I  havo  your  lottors  of  Decomber  20th  and  21st  and 
contents  noted.  I  received  the  two  telegraph  blanks  and  will 
use  thorn  as  por  instructions,  I  sincoroiy  think  Mr.  Smiley 
will  make  a  valuable  member  of  the  Commission. 


Yours  very  truly, 


December  24th,  1912 


Dear  Mr.  lloorehead,- 


I  have  your  telegram  of  yester¬ 


day  and  have  written  to  Secretary  Fisher  on 
the  subject,  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  I  did  not  believe  Mr.  Abbott  was  har¬ 
monious  with  the  Commission. 

Please  do  not  quote  me  as  hav¬ 
ing  written  Mr.  Fisher  before  you  see  me. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Mr.  Warren  K.  Moorehead 
Andover,  Mass. 


December  26  th,  1912 


My  Dear  Mr.  Moorehead,- 

I  have  your  Christinas  card  to¬ 
day  and  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your  kind 
wishes*  X  will  certainly  meet  you  in  Washington* 

Tory  truly  yours, 

a/ 

/ 


Mr.  Y/arren  K.  Moorehead, 


Andover,  Mass 


DEPARTMENT  OK  'THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

1606  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

December  Twenty-seventh 
Nineteen  Hundred  &  Twelve 


To  the  Members  of  the  United  3tatee  Board  of  Indian  Co<raisBioners, 
Gentlemen 

In  view  of  the  approaching  annual  meeting  of  the  Board, 
of  which  the  Secretary  has  already  sent  preliminary  notice,  I  desire 
respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  matters  of  importance 

I  -  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  formal  resignation  which 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Phillips.  As  you  are  all 
aware,  this  is  a  matter  that  hao  been  pending  for 
somo-ti me  past,  but  none  the  less  regrettable  on 
that  account.  At  the  meeting  in  January,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  some  steps  to  be  taken  to  secure  a 
successor  to  Mr.  Phillips. 

II  -  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 

Affairs  of  the  United  States  Senate.  The  status  of 
our  appropriation  is  that  the  Indian  Bureau  strongly 
recommended  that  should  have  an  increase  to  010,000. 
The  House  promptly  cut  down  this  amount  to  $4,000. 

Mr.  Phillips  makes  the  uggeation  that  if  each  member 
of  the  Committee  would  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Senate  Coramittee,  Hon.  Robert  J.  Gamble,  requesting  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  that  the  Committee  a:.end  the  bill 
by  making  the  Board’s  appropriation  $6,000.,  and  also 
urge  him  that  when  the  matter  comes  up  for  consideration 
the  Senate  Conniittee  and  conferees  insist  on  retaining 
$5,000.  as  our  appropriation,  it  would  be  a  great  help. 
Also,  that  similar  letters  be  written  to  each  of  the 
Senators  from  your  own  states,  and  tc  the  principal 
members  or  all  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  Committee. 


I  am  aware  that  some  members  of  the  Board  feel  thut  it  is  not 

the  wisest  thing  for  the  Board  to  take  this  sort  of  action, 
but  I  believe  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  will  be 
possible  for  the  appropriation  to  be  procured. 

With  the  compliments  of  the  Benson,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 


if Aas^//Ia.- 

Acting  Chairman. 


GV  DS 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 


December  28,  1912 


Dear  Hr.  Ayer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  DecembG&  23rd,  in  which 
you  suggest  the  importance  of  anointing  a  Commis¬ 


sioner  who  will  be  in  accb 
Board  o:f  Indian  Commissio:  t< 
accord  with  your  suggest!? 
in  mind  when  the  appoin- 
Indian  Affairs  is  finally 


rd  w/th  the  work  of  the 
I  am  entirely  in 
which  will  be  borne 
of  a  Commissioner  of 
cen  up  for  determination. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Secretary 


Mr*  Edward  E*  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 


Chicago,  December  30,  1912 


Dear  TIr.  I  Too  rehead, - 

The  enclosed  copy  of  letter  from  Secretary 
Fisher  will  explain  itsolf. 

Yours  very  truly. 


I, lr.  Warren  TC.  Moorehead, 
Andover,  tlass. 


New  York  Herald 

^December  17,  1912. 


Reorganize  Indian  Office,  Demands  Secretary  Fisher, 

Urging  A  Sweeping  Inquiry* 

Head  of  Interior  Department  Says  Clerks  Now  Pass  on 

Weighty  Questions. 

Wants  Adequate  Staff. 

Many  Efficient  Men  Leave  the  Work  for  Better  Places, 

He  Complains. 


Herald  Bureau,  No.l,  502  H  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.O.,  Monday. 


In  his  annual  report  just  made  public  Walter  L.  Fisher,  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  *  *  *  •*  #  *  *  *  says:- 

"The  functions  which  the  Department  of  the  Interior  exercises 
with  regard  to  Indian  affairs  are  among  the  most  important  and  at 
the  same  time  the  most  difficult  in  the  entire  government  service. 

The  difficulties  inherent  in  the  problems  themselves,  considered 
without  reference  to  outside  influence  and  interference,  are  exceeding¬ 
ly  great*  They  are  enormously  enhanced  by  these  outside  influences  and 
interferences.  If  the  Indians  now  living  in  this  country  were  located 
in  a  territory  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use  from  which  all  white 
men  not  engaged  in  the  performance  of  official  duties  connected  with 
the  Indians  were  absolutely  excluded,  and  if  all  forms  of  trading  by 
white  men  with  Indians  were  strictly  prohibited,  the  problems  of 
administration  would  tax  the  wisdom  and  the  executive  ability  of  the 
most  experienced  and  disinterested  men.  Even  under  such  conditions, 
to  car©  for  the  Indians  and  to  fit  them  morally,  intellectually,  and 
industrially  for  future  citizenship  would  be  a  task  of  huge 
proportions. 

"Under  the  conditions  which  in  fact  prevail  this  task  becomes 
tremendous.  The  Indian  i3  not  thus  isolated;  he  can  not  be  thus 
isolated.  In  spite  of  all  disadvantages  it  is  probably  ^est  f0r  hin 
that  he  should  not  be  thus  isolated. 

"Nevertheless,  the  lack  of  isolation  deprives  him  of  much  of  the 
protection  which  its  presence  would  afford.  It  exposes  the  Indian  and 
the  Indian* s  property  to  the  cupidity  of  white  men,  which  interferes^ 


on  every  hand  and  at  every  turn  with  the  successful and  efficient 
administration  of  Indian  affairs* 


health  of  the  Indians* 


"The  Indian  landB  which  are  still  under  varying  degree  of 
governmental  control  through  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  are  valued 
at  over  half  a  billion  dollars.  This  property  is  of  every  sort  and 
character.  It  embraces  agricultural  lands  suitable  for  cultivation 
by  ordinary  methods;  lands  which  must  be  cultivated  by  means  of 
irrigation;  lands  suitable  for  grazing;  timber  lands  of  all  sorts;  oil 
lands,  gas  lands  and  asphalt  lands;  lands  containing  coal  and  other 
minerals,  and  water  power  sites  of  great  potential  value. 

"All  of  the  great  and  perplexing  problems  of  public  policy  which 
confront  the  nation  in  the  disposition  and  development  of  the  public 
domain  press  for  solution  on  the  Indian  Service. 

"We  are  attempting  to  adjust  a  primitive  people  to  the  conditions 
of  modern  industrial  civilization,  and  we  are  doing  this  with  all  the 
difficulties  inherent  in  the  problem  increased  a  thousandfold  by  the 
cupidity  and  greed  of  those  who  are  waiting  at  every  turn  to  acquire 
the  Indian’s  property  and  to  profit  in  every  possible  way  by  trafficking 
with  him. 


hack  of  Adequate  Staff. 

"Even  a  superficial  examination  of  the  personnel  and  administrative 
methods  of  the  Inc3ian  Service  discloses  the  fact  that  its  chief  defect 
is  in  the  absence  of  an  adequate  staff  organization  at  the  head  of 
the  service. 

"It  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affaire  receives  a  salary  of  £5,000,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  a 
salary  of  £3,500,  that  no  other  of  the  assistants  or  clerks  on  the 
statutory  roll  of  the  Commissioner’s  office  at  Washington  receives  more 
than  $2, £50  year,  and  that  the  supervising  force  thus  provided  at  the 
head  of  the  service  is  absolutely  unable  effectively  to  direct  and 
check  the  great  mass  of  important  work  which  must  be  performed  by  the 
field  force. 

"Transactions  involving  immense  sums  of  money,  property  of 
enormous  value,  and  principles  of  far  reaching  consequence  must  be 
determined  largely  upon  the  recommendations  of  clerks  who  are  paid 
from  £1,800  to  £2,250.  It  is  surprising  that  the  results  are  as  good 
as  they  are  upon  the  whole.  It  is  not  surprising  that  serious  mistakes 
occur. 

"What  the  Indian  Service  imperatively  needs  is  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  first  class  men  in  the  responsible  directing  positions,  and 
this  can  be  obtained  only  by  increasing  the  number  and  the  compensation 
of  such  positions.  An  effective  force  at  the  head  of  the  service  might 


easily  permit  a  substantial  diminution  in  the  lower  clerical  positions* 
If  it  did  not  permit  such  a  decrease  it  would  be  solely  because  an 
Improved  clerical  force  of  the  present  size  is  imperatively  required 
for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  Indian  administration* 


Capable  Employes  Quit* 

"Under  the  present  system  it  is  most  difficult  to  secure 
officials  of  the  proper  qualifications,  and  especially  to  retain  in 
the  service  those  who  demonstrate  that  they  posses  such  qualifications* 
Competent  and  ambitious  men  soon  reach  the  limit  of  promotion  and  seek 
employment  elsewhere* 

"The  very  fact  that  it  is  so  difficult  to  obtain  or  keep  men  of  the 
right  sort  has  led  to  methods  of  administration  which  are  not  calculated 
to  promote  efficiency*  This  is  eHpecially  true  of  the  system  of 
administering  punishment  and  enforcing  discipline  by  shifting  men 
from  one  position  to  another  rather  than  by  discharging  them  from  the 
service*  The  plea  for  lerfency  in  punishing  dereliction  in  ouch  cases 
which  comes  up  from  the  service  again  and  again  is  based  on  the 
difficulty  of  filling  positions.  There  are  approximately  six  thousand 
employes  in  the  Indian  field  service,  and  the  number  of  positions 
filled  by  resignations,  transfers,  etc*,  amounts  to  more  than  four 
thousand  in  a  single  year* 

"I  have  heretofore  urged  upon  Congress  such  changes  in  the  annual 
appropriations  as  will  enable  the  department  to  establish  the  policy 
which  the  conside  ations  stated  make  desirable* 

"If  we  are  to  have  this  problem  wisely  and  efficiently  handled, 
some  important  changes  must  be  made  in  the  methods  and  organization 
of  the  Indian  Office. 


Insist  on  Investigation* 

"The  necessity  for  such  changes  was  forcibly  brought  to  my 
attention  a  year  ago,  and  I  should  have  undertaken  a  thorough 

of  the  Interior  had  entered  upon  a  series  of  hearings  or  investiga¬ 
tions  of  the  previous  administration  of  the  Indian  Office.  In  the 
hope  that  this  investigation  would  lead  to  definite  suggestions 
with  rerard  to  the  organization  and  future  administration  of  the  office 
and  that  acme  constructive  report  would  be  made  during  the  last  year, 
and  desiring  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  seeking  to  interfere 
with  that  investigation  or  to  anticipate  that  report,  I  undertook  no 
comprehensive  inquiry  of  ray  own. 

"My  conclusions  have  been  drawn  from  participation  in  and 
observation  of  the  routine  workof  the  Indian  Office. 


"I  regret  that  the  House  Committee  has  made  no  report  and  that 
its  investigations  have  been  so  largely  devoted  to  specific  complaints 
instigated  by  persons  who  have  or  think  they  have  grievances  against 
the  Indian  Office  or  its  officials.  Too  many  of  these  complaints 
have  obviously  been  inspired  by  motives  of  resentment  or  of  self- 
interest.  It  is  important  to  unearth  scandals  and  discover  serious 
mistakes  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  Indian  officials,  if  such  soa&dals 
or  mistakes  exist,  but  what  is  really  needed  is  a  comprehensive 
inquiry  into  the  methods  in  vogue  in  Indian  administration. 

"The  principal  object  of  Indian  administration  is  to  bring  the 
individual  Indians  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  a  condition  where  they 
can  be  self- supporting  and  self-reliant  and  to  distribute  their 
property  to  them  as  rapidly  as  this  can  be  brought  about,  protecting 
them  meanwhile  from  those  who  would  ruthlessly  despoil  them  of  their 
property  and  of  their  moral  and  physical  health  for  the  sake  of  the 
ill  gotten  gains  to  be  thus  derived. 

"The  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  can  be  much  better  organized  and 
equipped  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object." 


Report  of  Secretary  of  Board  of  Indian  Commi as loners 
on  Trip  to  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma, 

Nov.  26-Dec.  6,  1912. 


ToAUnited  States  Board  of  Indian  Commi ss loners. 


Gentlemen; 

In  November  1912,  by  agreement  between  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  arranged  to  send  a 
committee  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
free  choice  of  the  Apache  prisoners  of  war  ae  to  whether  they  preferred 
to  go  to  the  Meocalero  Reservation  in  New  Mexico  and  to  be  received 
there  on  equal  terms  with  the  Apaches  at  Mescalero  or  have  purchased 
for  then  allotments  in  Oklahoma  outBide  of  but  not  far  from  the  Fort 
Sill  Military  Reserve.  The  committee  selected  consisted  of  Colonel 
H.  L.  Scott,  representing  the  War  Department;  Mr.  C.  L.  Ellis,  Special 
Indian  Agent,  representing  the  Interior  Department;  and  Acting  Chairman 
Vaux  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  Commissioner  Vaux  being 
unexpectedly  detained  by  Illness  in  his  family  directed  the  writer  to 
take  his  place  on  the  committee. 

Starting  from  Washington,  November  26th,  Colonel  Soott  and  I 
reached  Fort  Sill  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  Mr*  Ellis  joining  us 
there  the  following  day.  On  November  29th,  Major  Goode,  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Apache  prisoners  of  war,  issued  notice  by 
Indian  messengers  to  the  members  of  the  band  that  the  heads  of 
families  and  single  adults  would  be  called  together  at  an  early  date 
to  make  known  to  the  committee  their  choice  as  to  place  of  future 
residence.  On  November  SOth,  an  additional  notice  was  Issued  fixing 
9 i 30  A.  .  on  December  1st  as  the  hour  for  the  meeting. 

At  the  appointed  time,  practically  all  the  male  adults  and 
a  considerable  number  of  the  women  were  present*  The  purpose  for 
which  the  committee  had  come  was  carefully  explained  by  its  three 
members,  after  which  each  head  of  family  and  single  adult  was  required 
to  come  forward,  indicate  hia  or  her  choice  as  to  place  of  residence 
and  verify  the  official  roll  as  to  the  name  of  the  members  of  his  or 
her  family.  On  the  following  day,  December  2d.,  another  meeting  was 
held  at  which  there  were  present  most  of  those  who  had  attended  the 
former  meeting  and,  in  addition,  all  the  remaining  heads  of  families 
and  single  adults.  A  complete  roll  of  the  Indians  having  rights  as 
Apache  prisoners  of  war.  Including  several  young  men  absent  at  school 
and  certain  others  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  was  prepared  and 
submitted  with  the  committee* s  report  to  the  Secretary  of  Far  and  the 


Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  roll  showed  the  total  membership  of 
the  band  to  be  264.  Of  these ,  88,  including  seventeen  heads  of 
families  and  fifteen  single  adults,  eleoted  to  remain  in  Oklahoma 
and  176,  including  40  heads  of  families  and  26  single  adults,  eleoted 
to  go  to  :?esoalero.  There  was  no  intimation  from  any  of  the  Indians 
or  from  the  representative  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  Mr.  S.  13. 
Brosius,  who  was  present  during  the  proceedings,  that  the  Indians 
did  not  receive  an  absolutely  free  choice  or  that  the  committee  had 
failed  in  any  way  to  carry  out  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  "that  their  release  should  be  characterized  by  giving 
them  the  fullest  freedom  of  choice  as  to  the  place  of  future  residence 
even  though  such  freedom  of  choice  may  not  in  every  instance  appear 
to  be  for  their  best  interest". 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  was  completed  late  on  December  3d. 
except  for  confirmation  of  the  choice  of  a  few  members  who  were 
not  at  Fort  Gill,  which  confirmation  was  furnished  later  in  the  form 
of  telegrams  from  those  Indians  or  their  authorized  representatives, 

I  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  afternoon  of  December  6th. 

I  was  at  Fort  Sill  for  4  days  and  was  furnished  every  opportunity 
to  bo cone  familiar  with  the  oonditiona  under  which  these  Indians  are 
living.  I  visited  the  mission  buildings  of  the  Reformed  Church  and 
a  number  of  the  Indians*  homes,  and  talked  individually  with  many  of 
the  Indians  themselves.  I  also  had  abundant  opportunity  to  observe 
the  manner  in  which  the  War  Department  exercises  its  supervision  over 
the  Indians. 

As  the  result  of  ny  observations,  I  would  say  that  the  Indians 
are  at  present  receiving  fair  treatment;  that  they  are  quite  as 
prosperous,  as  far  as  the  material  comforts  of  life  go,  as  any  of 
them  can  hope  to  be  after  removal,  and  much  more  comfortable  than  the 
majority  of  them  probably  will  be.  This,  however,  is  beside  the 
point,  for  both  the  War  Department  and  the  Indians  desire  their 
removal.  With  few  exceptions,  the  Indians  are  childlike  to  a  marked 
degree,  even  some  of  the  educated  members  of  the  band  showing  a 
tendency  to  draw  highly  erroneous  conclusions  from  the  moat  simple 
and  direct  statements.  Most  of  them,  apart  from  their  interest 
in  the  splendid  herd  of  cattle  (numbering  about  6000)  have  some 
property,  nearly  every  family  having  a  horse  and  buggy  or  other  vehicle 
and  usually  a  good  saddle.  Many  of  then,  however.  Under  a  former 
administration  on  the  reservation,  disposed  of  a  large  part  of  their 
household  goods,  and  the  furnishings  in  the  houses  of  some  of  the 
older  Indians  are  exceedingly  primitive.  All  of  them  receive 
rations  from  the  War  Department.  The  Indians  are  required  to  work 
on  the  common  lands  and  as  evidence  of  their  industry  immense  crops 
are  stored  or  stacked  in  different  places  on  the  reservation.  Wherever 
possible,  it  is  apparently  the  polioy  of  the  War  Department  to  furnish 
individual  Indians  with  employment  for  which  they  can  receive  money. 

The  supervision  over  then  while  theoretically  strict  is  practically 
only  nominal,  the  great  size  of  the  reservation  and  the  absence  of’ 
any  patrol  of  its  boundaries  making  it  impossible  for  the  ^ar 


Department  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  frequently  leaving  the 
reservation,  the  town  of  Lawton,  five  miles  distant,  abounds  in 
opportunities  for  the  Indians  to  part  with  their  money  or  their 
property,  and  in  spite  of  such  restraint  as  the  War  Department  can 
impose,  many  of  the  Indians  are  being  defrauded  at  very  frequent 
intervals.  It  is  said  that  certain  parties  in  Lawton  are  always  ready 
to  give  liquor  to  these  Indians.  This  unscrupulous  element  of  the 
population  will  tend  to  greatly  handicap  the  progress  of  those  Indians 
who  remain  in  Oklahoma,  for  the  great  majority  of  the  band  are 
addicted  to  the  use  of  liquor. 

As  to  the  uncertainty  of  crops,  the  present  has  been  the  best 
crop  year  in  the  history  of  Oklahoma,  but  it  was  preceded  by  three 
consecutive  failures  of  crops.  In  a  so-called  dry  year,  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  a  little  cotton  and  sometimes  a  little  kaffir 
corn  are  the  only  crops  that  will  grow.  The  President  of  the  First 
Bational  dank  of  Lawton,  a  man  in  whom  some  of  the  best  people  of  the 
region  appear  to  have  confidence,  stated  that  the  present  phenomenal 
year  would  barely  enable  the  best  white  farmers  of  the  vicinity  to 
recover  from  the  reverses  of  the  past  three  years  and  that  most  of 
them  would  need  to  go  into  debt  to  buy  seed  for  next  year’s  crop. 

It  is  partly  on  this  argument  that  the  War  Department  bases  Its 
opinion  that  none  except  the  sober  and  industrious  Indians  should  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  Oklahoma,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  there 
are  many  indications  pointing  to  the  soundness  of  that  view.  If  only 
the  material  welfare  of  the  Indians  were  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

With  no  more  thorough  information  than  I  was  able  to  gain  from 
conversation  with  various  men  at  Fort  Sill,  Lawton,  Oklahoma  City  and 
on  trains  in  Oklahoma,  it  would  appear  to  me  that  those  Indians  who 
remain  in  Oklahoma  will  be  In  even  greater  danger  from  the  unscrupulous 
element  of  the  population.  These  prisoners  of  war  have  long  been  one 
of  the  chief  sources  of  revenue  for  the  town  of  Lawton  and  the 
adjoining  region.  There  is  said  to  be  in  Lawton  and  vicinity  a 
machine  powerful  enough  to  protect  from  anything  like  adequate  punish¬ 
ment  any  of  its  members  who  defraud  the  Indians.  It  is  said  to  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  Induce  the  local  authorities  to  prosecute 
such  individuals  or,  in  case  of  conviction,  to  impose  more  than  the 
minimum  sentence.  In  short,  the  local  sentiment  seems  to  be  strongly 
in  favor  of  getting  everything  possible  from  the  Indians.  I  took 
occasion  to  talk  with  as  many  persons  as  possible  without  letting  them 
know  my  errand.  Some  made  no  secret  of  their  belief  that  it  was 
entirely  proper  to  take  advantage  of  an  Indian's  lack  of  business 
ability.  Others,  many  of  them  old  residents,  whose  occupations  did 
not  bring  them  in  direct  contact  with  the  Indians,  seemed  to  take  very 
little  if  any  interest  in  them  and  to  be  very  poorly  informed  as  to 
their  status  or  numbers.  If  any  conclusion  may  be  drawn  from  this 
exceedingly  limited  experience,  it  is  that  there  is  no  considerable 
local  element  that  is  likely  to  insist  on  justice  for  the  Indians. 

It  would  seem  to  me  to  be  exceedingly  important  for  the  future 
of  the  Fort  Sill  Indians  who  remain  in  Oklahoma  that  something  be  done 


soon  to  make  examples  of  some  persons  who  now  prey  on  these  Indians 
in  spite  of  their  military  protection.  The  people  and  the 
institutions  that  have  been  active  in  securing  for  these  Indians  the 
privilege  of  remaining  in  Oklahoma  will  not  have  completed  their  work 
until  they  have  encouraged  the  proper  authorities  to  take  some  steps 
to  punish  at  leaBt  a  few  mam  who  swindle  the  Indians  and  are  doubtless 
looking  forward  to  even  greater  opportunities  in  the  near  future. 


Respectfully  s 


Secretary 


Washington,  D.C., 

December  19,  1918. 


Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 


Washington#  D.C. 


To  All  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners: 


There  are  sent  herewith  the  following  documents: 

1.  Six  copies  of  an  extract  from  the  Congressional 
Record  containing  a  speech  of  Representative  Burke,  of 
South  Dakota,  and  a  report  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Mott#  Attorney  for 
the  Creek  Nation,  together  with  a  letter  of  the  Principal 
Chief  of  the  Creeks#  all  with  reference  to  probate  natters 
among  the  Rive  Civilized  Tribes.  Particular  attention  is 
called  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Mott  which  shows  a  rather 
startling  condition.  Its  publication  Is  said  to  have  greatly 
disturbed  the  Oklahoma  delegation  in  Congress  and  to  have 
moved  them  to  demand  of  the  Governor  of  Oklahoma  an 
investigation  as  to  the  truth  of  Mr.  Mott’s  charges.  The 
copies  cent  can  be  mailed  by  simply  addressing  the  franked 
envelopes.  Others  can  be  furnished  if  desired. 

2.  An  extract  from  the  current  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  concerning  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes#  which 
is  interesting  chiefly  as  recognizing  and  supporting  the 
attitude  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  in  their  43d 
annual  report- 

3.  Copy  of  a  clipping  from  the  New  York  Herald  quoting 
another  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  which  he  takes  a  strong  position  with  regard  to  the 
organization  of  the  Indian  Office. 


Very  sincere' 


Secretary. 


A. 3a.  /f'f'y'' 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

B-a.  535  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

January  2,  1913 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

The  Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


Enclosed  for  your  information 
is  a  copy  of  letter  of  this  office  dated  October  12th 
relating  to  traveling  expenses.  You  will  find 
this  convenient  in  connection  with  your  attendance  at 
the  Board  meeting  this  month. 

Since  October,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
has  issued  authority  for  thB  members  of  the  Board  to 
incur  hotel  expenses  not  exceeding  $8  per  day  and  to 
travel  on  limited  trains. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


JAMES  M.  GRAHAM 
2 ls_T  DIST.  ILLINOIS 


c Wo  1 of  cK e p zeoe  1 1  taUv&o, 


Q iVii lyton.  January  2,  1913. 


Warren  K.  Moorehead,  Esq.  , 
Andover,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Moorehead: - 


Your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  reached  Washington,  about 
the  same  time  that  I  did  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  I  was 
glad  to  hear  from  you,  indeed,  I  always  am.  Our  report  has 

not  as  yet  been  made  formally  to  the  House  and  we  have  only 
had  galley  proof  prints  of  it.  As  soon  as  it  is  printed,  the 

requests  you  made  will  taken  care  of.  In  the  same  mail 

I  had  communication  from  Mr.  K.  H.  Pratt,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  criticises  the  report  rather  severely,  for  not  going 
far  enough.  He  says , "The  fault  I  would  find  with  it  is 
that  you  have  drawn  it  too  mild  and  your  Committee  has  not 
got  into  the  depths  of  his  mal-administrat ion.  " 

There  is  a  great  demand  for  the  report  and  while 
Mr.  Pratt  maybe  right,  the  report  will  nevertheless  do 


something  towards  clearing  up  the  atmosphere.  Persons. 

IX 

who  are  unfortunate  to  hold  the  position  of  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  future  will  read  the  report  a.nd  be  a 
little  more  careful  on  account  of  it.  With  sincere  regards, 


G/am 


-Staler  J&eiutte, 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS, 
WASHINGTON  ,  D.  C. 


January  5,  1913. 


Edward  E.  Ayer,  Esq., 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

My  dear  Sir : 

Your  favor  of  the  3d  instant,  with  reference  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Indian  Commission,  is  just 
received  and  noted. 

I  will  look  the  matter  up,  and  if  I  can  he  of 


any  service  to  you  in  the  premises,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  do  so. 


SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CENSUS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C 


January  7,  1912. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  3ir:- 

By  direction  of  Senator  LaPollette  permit 
me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  January 
3,  addressed  to  him,  and  in  reply  to  assure  you  that  what 
you  have  presented  will  have  consideration  hy  the 
Senator  when  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  is  up 
for  action  in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
and  in  the  Senate. 


DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 
BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  January  7,  1913. 

Edward  E.  Ayer,  Esq., 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago ,  Ill . 

My  dear  Hr.  Ayer: 

I  hand  you  letter  from  Chairman  Graham  of  the  Investigating 
Committee  which  explains  itself.  This  is  why  you  have  not  received 
the  reports.  I  trust  they  will  soon  he  sent  you.  I  hope  to  see 
you  in  Washington  Tuesday  afternoon  the  14th  of  January.  I  shall 
stop  at  the  Rev/  Willard.  I  shall  reach  Washington  Monday  morning 
the  13th  in  order  to  see  Secretary  Eisher  and  other  officials  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting. 

With  best  wishes, 


WKM-D 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN 


COMMISSIONERS 


OFFICE  REPORT 

December  12,  1912,  to  January  5,  1915,  inclusive 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Coimniaaioners: 


Legislation 

There  has  been  little  Indian  legislation  since  the  last  report* 
The  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  has  been  brought  up  in  the  House  and 
about  half  of  it  considered.  Representative  Burke  of  South  Dakota, 
made  a  strong  speech  on  Oklahoma  affairs  in  which  he  incorporated 
a  report  by  Mr.  Mott,  Attorney  for  the  Creek  Nation.  Copies  of  the 
speeoh  and  Mr.  Mott’s  report  were  sent  with  office  letter  of 
December  30th. 

A  few  bills  have  been  introduced,  one  of  which  (H.R. 26673) 
Introduced  by  Mr.  Carter  of  Oklahoma  and  providing  for  the  final 
disposition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  has  been 
sent  to  Commissioner  Vaux  for  his  recommendations. 


The  Apache  Prisoners  of  Tar 

A  report  of  the  Secretary’s  trip  to  Fort  Sill  was  submitted  on 
December  19th.  Since  that  time  the  Indian  Office  has  prepared 
estimates  for  the  settlement  of  the  Fort  Sill  Apaches  in  New  Mexico 
and  Oklahoma,  and  the  War  and  Interior  Departments  have  agreed  on 
an  apportionment  of  approximately  $78,500  for  the  removal  and 
settlement  at  Mescalero  of  176  Indians,  and  $121,500  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchasing  of  allotments  and  the  settlement  thereon  of  the 
Indians  desiring  to  remain  in  Oklahoma.  In  addition  $100,000  will 
be  required  to  complete  the  settlement  In  Oklahoma,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  formal  requisition  for  that  amount  will  go  to  Congress  within 
the  next  few  days.  The  New  Mexico  Senators  (Mr.  Fall  and  Mr.  Catron) 
have  addressed  to  the  War  and  Interior  Departments  letters  of  protest 
against  allowing  any  of  the  Fort  Sill  Indians  to  go  to  New  Mexico. 

She  letters,  especially  that  of  Mr.  Catron,  are  of  a  startling  nature 
challenging  practically  everything  so  far  on  record  concerning  the 
case  and  declaring  that  the  people  of  New  Mexico  will  not  consent  to 
the  removal  there  of  any  of  the  Apache  band.  After  much  consideration, 
it  has  been  practically  agreed  to  go  ahead  as  orginally  planned 
regardless  of  the  statements  in  the  letters  referred  to,  it  being 
thought  that  the  pressure  of  the  interests  which  now  lease  great  areas 


of  grazing  land  on  the  Mescalero  Reservation  is  responsible  for  the 
protest,  although  it  is  understood  that  the  New  Mexico  Senators  will 
fight  the  removal  to  the  extent  of  their  ability. 


Traveling  Expenses 

Since  the  sending  of  office  letter  of  October  12th,  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  has  issued  revised  regulations  regarding 
traveling  expenses,  printed  copies  of  which  will  be  sent  with  this 
report  or  shortly  thereafter.  The  new  regulations  are  somewhat 
more  liberal  than  the  old,  and  in  connection  with  the  special  authority 
granted  members  of  the  Board  to  incur  expenses  for  board  and  lodging 
not  exceeding  $8  per  day  and  to  travel  on  limited  and  extra  fare 
trains  will  go  a  long  way  toward  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
members. 


Change  in  Office  of  Secretary 

On  December  23d  the  present  Secretary  sent  to  Acting  Chairman 
Vaux  a  letter  formally  conveying  a  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Secretary,  which  resignation  has,  of  course,  been  informally  understood 
by  most  of  the  members  of  the  Board  since  last  March.  It  is 
understood  that  Commissioner  Vaux  has  sent  copies  of  the  letter  to 
the  members  of  the  Board. 

To  date  two  applicants  for  the  position  have  filed  letters  of 
application.  They  are  Henry  S.  Haskins,  formerly  Secretary  of  the 
Indian  Conference  at  Mohonk  Lake,  and  nbw  with  the  World  Book  Co.  of 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  John  Herndon,  a  bookkeeper  in  the  folding  room 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Copies  of  the  two  letters  of 
application  will  be  sent  herewith. 


Approaching  Afanual  Meeting 

Some  details  of  the  approaching  meeting  beginning  January  15th 
have  already  been  included  in  personal  letters  to  each  member  of 
the  Board. 


Office  Details 


Callers  at  the  office  have  been:  Commissioner  Ketoham,  Dec.  16 ; 

Arthur  C.  Parker,  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  American  Indians,  Dec. 

18;  Col.  Hugh  L.  Scott,  U.S.A.,  Dec.  21  and  Jan.  2;  Supervisor 
Peterson,  of  the  Indian  Office,  concerning  Port  Sill  matters,  Dec. 

21,  23,  30;  Jno.  Herndon,  an  applicant  for  the  secretaryship  of  the 
Board,  Dec.  26;  Mr.  Grayson,  interpreter  for  the  Creek  Chief  Moty  Tiger, 
Dec.  26;  S.M.  3rosius,  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  Deo.  26. 


#  -s 
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Work  outside  the  office  has  included  calls  and  interviews  as 
follows:  At  Indian  Office  on  Fort  Sill  business,  Deo.  14,  17,  27, 

SO,  3an.  2,  Jan.  3;  at  Interior  Department  on  Fort  Sill  business, 

Deo.  14;  at  War  Department  on  same  errand,  Deo.  23;  at  office  of 
S.M.  Brosiua,  Dec.  14;  with  W.  II.  Peterson  and  Francis  La  Flesche  at 
National  Hotel  regarding  Osage  matters,  Deo.  23;  at  office  of  Society 
of  American  Indians,  Dec.  30. 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


OFFICE  REPORT 

October  5  to  December  11 ,  1912,  inclusive* 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners : 


Legislation 

The  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  (H.R. 26874)  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  1913,  was  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
Saturday,  December  6th.  It  carries  appropriations  about  §1,000,000 
less  than  the  bill  for  the  present  fiscal  year  and  more  than 
§3,000,000  less  than  the  estimates  of  the  Indian  Office.  Practically 
every  item  is  as  low  as  this  year  and  many  items  are  severely  cut. 

The  appropriation  for  health  work  is  left  at  §90,000  in  place  of 
§250,000  requested.  The  amount  for  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  is  §50,000  less  than  last  year  and  the 
appropriation  for  special  agents  for  the  entire  service  is  about 
§30,000  less  than  last  year,  showing  the  disposition  of  the  House  to 
do  away  with  district  agents  or  others  doing  the  same  work  in  Oklahoma. 
The  appropriation  for  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  is  left  at 
§4000  although  §10,000  was  recommended  by  the  Interior  Department. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  tacit  agreement  that  the  House  will  not  seriously 
object  to  reasonable  increase  of  certain  items  by  the  Senate.  Copies 
of  the  bill  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  the  requisite  number  can  be 
obtained. 

If  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  is  to  increase  its  efficiency 
it  is  very  important  that  each  member  do  everything  possible  to 
influence  the  Senate  to  amend  the  bUjd.1  by  appropriating  at  least 
§6000  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board,  "“and,  more  important  still,  to 
insist  on  retaining  at  least  §5000  when  the  bill  goes  to  conference. 


The  Apache  Prisoners  of  ^ar 

The  matter  of  the  Fort  Sill  Apaches  has  absorbed  a  great  deal  of 
attention  during  the  past  two  months.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
bills  introduced  in  Congress  last  winter  suggested  an  appropriation 
of  §100,000  for  the  removal  and  settlement  of  the  Indians  who  desired 
to  go  to  Mescalero  and  §150,000  for  the  purchase  of  allotments  and 
the  settlement  thereon  of  those  Indians  who  elected  to  remain  in 
Oklahoma.  Such  legislation  failing,  an  item  was  tHkKEdxsR  included 
in  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  giving  §200,000  to  be  used  for  the 


r 
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removal  and  settlement  of  the  Indians  under  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
These  two  officials  sent  to  Port  Sill  a  committee  consisting  of  Col. 

H.  L.  Scott  and  Lieutenant  Ernest  Stecker,  who  on  October  5th  submitted 
a  plan  for  the  expenditure  of  the  $200,000.  Under  this  plan  a  free 
choice  between  remaining  in  Oklahoma  and  going  to  Mescalero  was  to  be 
offered  only  to  those  adult  male  Indians  who  had  a  high  record  for 
sobriety  and  industry— -14  in  all.  Of  these,  five  were  among  those 
who  desired  to  remain,  making,  with  their  families  a  total  of  24. 

The  plan  just  named  was  severely  critioised  on  the  ground  that  it 
did  not  offer  the  Indians  freedom  of  choice,  and  the  Interior  Department, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Indian  Office,  took  exception  to  that  phase  of 
the  report.  Commissioner  Vaux  came  to  Washington  on  October  17th  and 
November  21st  for  conferences  with  representatives  of  the  Indian  Office 
the  Interior  Department  and  the  War  Department*  An  informal  conference 
on  the  subject  was  held  at  Mohonk  Lake,  N.Y.  during  the  Indian 
conference  there.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  was  at  the  Indian  Office 
on  October  11,  14,  16,  19,  November  1,  5,  4,  9,  11,  21,  22,  23,  25  and 
26  at  the  request  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  helping  to  frame  a  substitute  for  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  War  Department.  A  compromise  was  finally  agreed  upon 
which  provided  that  the  Indians  should  have  a  free  choice  as  to  place 
of  residence,  their  choice  to  be  determined  by  a  committee  consisting 
of  one  representative  each  of  the  Interior  Department,  the  War 
Department  and  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  the  representatives 
selected  being  C.  L.  Ellis,  Special  Indian  Agent,  Col.  H.  L.  Scott  and 
Commissioner  Vaux.  At  the  last  moment  Commissioner  Vaux  being  detained 
by  illness  in  his  family  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  to  take 
his  place.  The  committee  as  thus  modified,  met  at  Fort  Sill  on 
November  29th  and  finished  its  work  on  December  3d.  A  roll  of  the 
Indians  was  prepared  showing  that  the  band  numbered  264  of  whom  88 
elected  to  remain  in  Oklahoma.  A  separate  report  on  the  Fort  Sill  trip 
will  be  submitted  at  an  early  date.  It  is  agreed  that  the  War  and 
Interior  Departments  will  unite  in  asking  of  Congress  a  sufficient 
additional  appropriation  to  remote  and  settle  all  of  the  Indians  on  the 
basis  of  their  recent  choice. 


Forty-third  Annual  Report 

The  forty-third  annual  report  of  the  3&ard  was  printed  and  ready 
for  distribution  on  November  13th  •  Copies  have  been  sent  to  the 
members  offthe  Board,  to  most  of  the  members  of  Congress  and  to  a 
KsiKskRdtxiiBkxsfxHRWspapsxx  number  of  societies  interested  in  the 
Indians.  Copies  sent  to  a  selected  list  of  newspapers  received 
considerable  attention,  the  New  York  Herald  giving  more  than  seven 
columns  to  extracts  from  the  report  which  was  also  quoted  at  some 
length  by  the  Washington  papers. 

Under  a  law  enacted  last  summer  all  public  documents  are 
distributed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  who  acts  only  as  agent, 
the  Board  controlling  the  distribution  of  its  reports  as  heretofore 
and  sending  mailing  labels  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents. 


Traveling  Expenses* 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  recently  granted  authority  to 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  to  incur  expenses  for  board  and 
lodging  while  traveling,  not  to  exceed  $8  per  day,  an  increase  of  $3 
over  the  former  limit.  Members  of  the  Board  are  also  authorized  to 
travel  on  limited  and  extra  fare  trains. 


Changes  in  Membership 

The  resignation  of  Commissioner  Gibbons,  the  death  of  Commissioner 
Smiley  and  the  appointment  of  Commissioner  Ketcham  have  all  been 
announced  in  separate  communications. 

Board  Meeting  at  Mohonk  Lake 

Copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  October 
23-25,  at  Mohonk  Lake,  N.Y.,  have  been  mailed  to  the  members  of 
the  Board. 

The  Approaching  Annual  Meeting 

Attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  approaching  annual  meeting 
to  be  held  at  the  Board* s  office  in  Washington,  beginning  January  15th. 
Suggestions  as  to  topics  for  discussion,  or  subjects  concerning  which 
any  member  would  like  special  data  collected  before  the  meeting,  should 
be  sent  in  as  early  as  possible. 


Indian  Inspection  Service 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  it  was  voted  to  secure,  as 
a  basis  for  possible  discussion,  information  as  to  the  status  of  the 
Indian  inspection  force.  Such  information  is  now  in  the  Board's  office 
with  respect  to  the  Indian  inspectors  operating  directly  under  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  inspection  force  of  the  Indian  Office 
has  very  recently  been  reorganized. 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 

There  has  been  no  appointment  to  the  vacancy  in  the  above  named 
office  although  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  Acting 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Abbott,  will  probably  be  named  for  the  place  at  an 
early  date. 

Publicity  for  Indian  Affairs 

The  New  York  Herald  has  inaugurated  a  plan  by  which  it  will  give 
extended  notice  to  practical  phases  of  the  Indian  problem.  It  is 
sending  a  special  representative,  Mr.  Hamilton  Peltz,  on  an  extended 
tour  of  the  Indian  country.  Mr.  Peltz  called  several  times  at  the 
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Board’s  office  to  secure  data.  He  states  that  his  paper  will  give 
special  attention  to  the  important  phases  of  the  problem,  such  as  the 
need  of  larger  appropriations  for  the  preservation  of  health,  the 
protection  of  property,  the  handling  of  funds,  eto.,  to  which  purpose 
it  proposes  to  devote  one  or  more  columns  as  often  as  reliable  material 
can  be  secured. 


Office  Details 


Callers  at  the  office  have  been:  SM.  3rosius,  of  the  Indian 
Rights  Association,  October  12,  December  7,  10$  Commissioner  Vaux  and 
Mr.  Abbott,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  October  17; 
Commissioner  Gates,  October  21;  Superintendent  EL  Chalcraft,  October 
21,  29;  M.  K.  Bn if fen,  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  November  8; 
Hamilton  Peltz,  of  the  New  York  Herald,  November  26  and  several 
succeeding  days. 

Work  outside  the  office  has  included:  Calls  at  Indian  Office 
October  7,  11,  14,  16,  18,  21,  November  1,  3,  4,  9,  11,  21,  22,  23, 
25,  26,  December  7;  at  auditor’s  office,  Interior  Department,  October 
14;  at  War  Department,  October  15;  at  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission, 
October  16;  attending  Board  meeting  at  Mohonk  Lake,  October  22-26; 
at  office  of  S.  M.  Brosius,  November  2;  absent  on  Fort  Sill  work, 
November  26  to  December  6:  at  rooms  of  House  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  December  7;  at  office  of  Commissioner  Ketcham,  December  11. 


SAMUEL  ADAMS 
FIRST  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE  OF  FIRST  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON. 


January  13,  1913. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Your  letter  of  December  20th  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  Col.  H.  L.  Scott  by  Mr.  W.  Brenton  Greene, 
of  Trenton,  N.  J. ,  was  received  in  due  course.  I  have  had  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  submit  a  memorandum  t o  me  con¬ 
cerning  the  situation  of  the  Ji car ilia  Apaches,  a  copy  of  which 
I  herewith  enclose.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  getting  any  further 
information  that  you  may  desire,  so  far  as  it  is  within  the  power 
of  this  Department  to  give  it  to  you. 

Please  give  my  regards  to  Mrs.  Ayer  and  to  Mrs.  Johnson. 

Sincerely  yours, 


First  Assistant  Secretary. 


Enclosure . 


DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTERIOR 
BOARD  OK  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


1606  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


January  Thirtieth 
Nineteen  Hundred  and  Thirteen 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 


I  thank  you  for  your  letter  just  received. 

As  yet  I  have  nothing  definite  from 
Mr.  Abbott.  I  have  not  felt  altogether  like  writing  to  him 
as  he  understood  we  should  expect  a  reply  juBt  as  soon  as  we 
could  get  it,  but  I  hope  he  will  not  delay  very  long. 

Mr.  Moorehead  has  been  alarmed  respecting 
a  proposition  to  make  a  new  roll  of  the  Minnesota  Indians  and 
entered  a  vigorous  protest.  The  plan  had  already  received 
the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  especially  of  the 
officers  who  had  charge  of  the  White  Earth  prosecutions  who 
felt  that  such  a  roll  would  be  of  much  advantage  to  them. 
Accordingly  I  did  not  feel  as  though  I  could  put  the  Board 
officially  on  record  acting  by  its  Chairman  as  opposing  this 
matter  and  on  explaining  the  situation  to  Mr.  Moorehead  he 
has  withdrawn  his  objections.  I  hope  I  have  made  no  mistake 
but  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  not  wise  to  make  opposition 
which  we  should  have  difficulty  in  justifying  when  the  course 
was  approved  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Government. 


Sincerely, 


GV  DS 


Chairman . 


flUU  /hr  J 

lyz^l/h  iu.  eAwufi 

M^vvv-rr.  J/hrf  Aw-  Af  rl 


BASIC  FACTS  MD  NEEDS  IN 
INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Paper  read  before  the  Board  of  Indian  Commis¬ 
sioners,  January  15,  1913. 
by 

F.  R.  Abbott, 

Acting  Commies  loner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


I  appreciate  the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  the 
opportunity  to  meet  with  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissi oners 


and  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  placing  myself  and  anyone 
else  in  the  Indian  Office  at  your  command  during  your 
official  stay  in  Washington. 

I  have  been  asked  by  your  Chairman,  Hon.  George 
Vaux,  Jr,,  to  lay  before  this  Board  Indian  Service 
matters  that  seem  to  be  of  primary  importance. 

The  question  of  the  definite  functions  of  this 
Board  in  connection  with  Indian  Affaire,  and  of  securing  from 
Congress  the  appropriations  necessary  properly  to  perform 
those  functions,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  question  of 
foremost  importance  to  you.  It  is  also  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  present  and  future  administration  of 
Indian  affairs,  and  this  fact  is  my  excuse  for  raising 
what  otherwise  might  be  considered  a  question  for  the 
exclusive  consideration  of  the  members  of  your  Bourd.  I 
am  not  going  to  take  time  here  to  submit  elaborate  argu¬ 
ment  on  the  question.  Upon  my  recommendation,  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Interior  has  asked  Congress  to  increase  the 
appropriation  for  your  use  and  some  of  the  arguments  there¬ 
for  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Indian  Service  were  outlined 
in  my  memorandum  to  First  Assistant  Secretary  Adams 


of  October  3  ,  1913,  which  accompanied  the  estimate,  and 
copies  of  which  I  understand  are  in  the  hands  of  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board,  The  arguments  in  this  memorandum,  of 
course,  are  incomplete.  But  if  this  Board  would  be  good 
enough  to  appoint  a  committee  of  members  to  investigate 
the  methods  and  the  work  of  the  Indian  Office  —  and  I  am 
going  to  suggest  that  you  do  appoint  such  a  committee  — 

I  am  sure  such  investigation  would  convince  you,  and  then 
perhaps  you  could  convince  Congress  that  the  Indian  Service 
today  needs  the  active  services  of  an  advisory  board  of 
directors,  constituted  exactly  as  this  Board  today  is  con¬ 
stituted,  of  public-spirited,  non-salaried  men,  generally 
familiar  with  Indian  Affairs,  whose  eminence  as  citizens  is 
a  guarantee  against  charges  of  partisan  or  interested 
motives,  and  whose  term  of  office  is  not  associated  with 
presidential  elections.  This  conclusion  I  have  not  reached 
hastily.  It  has  grown  upon  me  after  a  personal  inspection 
of  nearly  every  Indian  School  and  Indian  Reservation  in  the 
oountry  and  after  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  needs 
and  the  difficulties  of  Indian  Office  administration, 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  the  Indian  Service  to¬ 
day  is  primarily  a  business  affair.  The  problems  in  the 
field  and  in  the  Office  are  largely  economic.  What  modern 
corporation  handling  nearly  a  billion  dollars  in  property 
would  conduct  its  affairs  without  a  board  of  directors? 


Hew  much  less  would  it  change  business  managers  with  every 
change  in  ^arty  government?  What  legal  means  is  there 
available  today  to  secure  anything  like  continuity  of  policy 
in  Indian  affaire,  except  through  the  Bot-rd  of  Indian 
Commissioners. 

I  do  not  mean  to  suggest  that  this  Board  should 
become  an  active  executive  body.  I  have  in  mind  a  rela¬ 
tionship  similar  to  that  of  a  Board  of  Regent's  or  a  Board 
of  Trustees  of  our  groat  universities,  to  the  executive 
heads  thereof#  The  Board,  through  subcommittees  could 
make  needed  investigations  of  special  field  situations  and 
could  take  up  thoroughly  questions  of  legislative  and  admin¬ 
istrative  policy,  leaving  the  details  of  administration 
as  now,  in  hands  of  executive  officers  of  the  Indian  Bureau 
and  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Such  a  program  as 
I  have  in  mind  could  be  carried  out  without  great  encroach¬ 
ment  on  the  time  of  individual  members  of  the  Board. 

Nor  would  this  suggestion  involve  the  question  of 
making  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  independent  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Such  a  course  would  not 
he  desirable  *  is  cnly  neoessary  to  state  that 

under  existing  law  one  tenth  of  the  cases  handled  in  the 
Indiato  Office  must  have  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  to  show  that  such  a  suggestion  is  impracticable. 


I  do  want  to  s&y ,  however,  that  in  the  interest  of 
greater  efficiency,  there  le  emphatic  need  for  an  enlarge- 
sent  of  the  scope  of  executive  aut  orlty  of  the  Commie# icnor 
of  Indian  Affaire  In  certain  phase*  of  administration.  This 
need  is  not  hawed  on  the  ground#  urged  by  some  oeraonsj 
namely,  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior  is  inclined  to 
“block"  action  on  matter*  presented  by  the  Indian  Office* 

Nor  is  it  true  that  the  Coirk lesion  er  of  Indian  Affaire  i®  so 
hampered  now  that  he  cannot  be  expected  to  ret  reeulta. 

Nine  tenths  of  the  business  of  the  Indian  Office  is  handled 
oolely  by  the  Commie*? loner ,  directly,  and  if  he  does  not  et 
result#,  he  alone  ie  to  blor-e.  In  the  other  tenth  which 
goes  through  the  Department,  it  is  not  my  experience  that  the 
Commissioner  is  t.rbitrarily  "blocked*  in  doing  desirable 
things.  The  needs  for  Increased  authority  for  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  which  I  refer,  are  in  no  sense  personal,  but  relate 
to  the  system  that  has  grown  up  from  year  to  year,  due  large¬ 
ly  to  legislation  and  in  part  to  regulations,  and  a  proper 
remedy  for  which  would  be  »©r©  welcome  perhaps  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Interior  than  to  the  CcmRiieeioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
This  whole  question  of  the  relationship  of  the  Indian  Office 
to  th€  Interior  Department  on  account  of  the  great  variety 
and  complexity  of  Indian  legislation  involved,  is  one  worthy 
of  your  most  careful  consideration.  It  is  one  also  in  which 
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you  will  find  room  for  much  honest  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  proper  remedies  to  apply  . 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  aay  that  the  whole 
reason  for  making  the  Indian  Bureau  a  most  efficient 
bueineee  organization  is  to  provide  the  promptest 
possible  response  to  the  needs  of  individual  Indians  as 
ehown  in  their  own  requests,  as  well  as  those  of  field 
officials,  with  respect  to  their  money  and  other  property, 
and  their  personal  welfare.  It  is  of  first  importance, 
therefore,  that  this  Board  should  know  first  hand,  whether 
the  Indian  Bureau  has  an  efficient  business  organization, 
and  if  not,  why  net,  in  order  that  it  may  get  squarely 
behind  the  needed  reforms,  with  all  its  influence. 

There  is  special  reason  today  why  you  should  lock 
into  the  Indian  Office.  The  press  is  filled  with  state¬ 
ments,  official  and  otherwise,  about  the  Indian  Office. 

I  am  glad  the  press  is  taking  u^>  the  discussion,  ae  it  is. 
Naturally,  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  unfriendly 
critics  to  blame  Indian  Office  management  for  everything 
that  fails  to  go  right  with  the  Indians,  and  to  forget 
that  this  Office  has  to  administer  Indian  affairs  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Acts  of  Congress,  many  of  which,  though  enacted 
with  the  best  of  rurposes,  have  proved  defective,  and  others 
enacted  in  the  face  of  adverse  reports  from  the  Department. 


These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  it  is  desirable  for 
this  Board  to  find  out  first  hand  to  what  extent  the  charges 
of  inefficiency  against  this  Office  are  correct  or  are 
responsible  for  the  criticisms  referred  to* 

In  advance  of  any  investigation  which  may  be  made 
by  you,  in  order  that  my  silence  may  not  be  construed 
as  assent  to  some  of  the  criticisms  most  commonly  made, 

I  want  to  say  that  it  is  not  true  that  the  Indian  Office 
and  the  Indian  Service  today  is  badly  disorganized;  it  is 
not  true  that  Indian  Service  employees,  measured  by  the 
usual  standards,  are  inefficient;  nor  can  I  agree  entire¬ 
ly  with  the  opinion  that  the  chief  defect  of  the  Indian 
Service  consists  in  the  lack  of  proper  staff  organization; 
nor  that  an  increase  in  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  or 
Assistant  Commissi'  ner  of  Indian  Affaire  would,  of  itself, 
necessarily  improve  the  caliber  of  men  available  for  these 
positions.  It  is  true  that  the  Indian  Service  organiza¬ 
tion,  like  all  organizations,  is  not  perfect,  and  the 
responsibilities  involved  do  warrant  larger  salaries  for 
employees  from  the  Commissioner  down.  However,  I  want  to 
say  with  all  the  emphasis  of  which  I  am  capable,  that  the 
Indian  Office  and  Field  services  are  composed  of  as  effi¬ 
cient  and  enthusiastic  and  honest  a  group  of  men  and  women 
as  oar.  be  found  in  any  branch  of  the  Government  Service,  nd 
our  organisation  as  at  present  constituted  Is  as  business- 
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like  and  effective,  considering  the  inherent  difficulties, 
as  can  be  expected. 

The  chief  need  of  the  Indian  Office  to  make  it  more 
efficient  is  more  help  and  larger  salaries  tc  meet  the  de¬ 
mands  of  its  increasing  business. 

The  on©  important  fact  which  has  not  been  suffi¬ 
ciently  impressed  upon  Congress  and  upon  the  public  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Indian  affairs  is,  that  the  Indian  Bureau  is 
in  its  ycuth  and  not  in  its  old  age;  that  it  io  a  growing 
and  not  a  decadent  Bureau, 

The  policy  of  individualisation  adopted  by  Congress 
and  which  is  being  carried  out  in  the  allotment  of  land  to 
individual  Indiana  and  the  depositing  of  their  funds  in  banks, 
is  constantly  increasing  the  work  of  this  Bureau,  and  that 
work  will  continue  to  increase  for  many  years  to  oo me.  The 
rapidity  of  this  increase  is  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Mails 
and  Files  Division  of  this  Office.  For  the  calendar  year 
1911,  111,755  com  .unications  were  received  and  brief-in¬ 
dexed;  for  1912  this  number  was  increased  to  123,725;  and 
the  average  monthly  outgoing  mail  of  the  Bureau  is  nearly 
20,000  letters  and  telegrams.  The  policy  of  individual¬ 
ization  chiefly  responsible  for  this  increasing  business  has 
been  approved  by  all  students  of  Indian  affaire,  and  by  the 
Congress  in  the  General  Allotment  Act  and  in  subsequent 
legislation  carrying  out  that  policy. 

Fvery  allotment  means  an  additional  separate 
case  in  this  Office.  It  may  involve  a  farming  or  grazing 
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le&se,  a  Bale,  -  patent  in  fee,  a  deed,  an  individual 
Indian  money  account  in  a owe  bank,  the  handling  of  the 
bank's  bond,  as  -  ell  ec  tv  o  nece«<p  ry  correspondence 
connected  with  the  efforts  of  thi-  Bureau  to  make  the 
individual  alio -tee  self-supporting  on  hie  allotment. 

To  Grasp  fully  the  magnitude  of  the  increased 
business  which  this  Office  is  facing  in  the  future  in. 
connection  with  allotment  work,  it  must  be  berae  in 
mind  that  of  the  mors  than  one  hundred  thousand  Indians 
bo  far  allotted,  a  large  proportion,  estimated  at  35$, 
were  allotted  during  the  1  -it five  years;  between  four 
and  five  thousand  allotments  have  not  yet  been  approved} 
and  there  remain  .ipproxia&tely  seventy-five  thousand 
Indians  who  has®  net  yet  been  given  allotment*. 

And  thl#  is  not  .11.  By  Aot  of  June  35,  1910, 
Congress  added  to  the  work  of  the  Office  heretofore  *en- 
ticasd  in  connection  with  the  Indian's  allotment,  by 
imposing,  in  addition  to  the  handling  of  the  property 
of  the  living  allottee,  the  determination  of  thchairs 
to  his  property  when  he  dies.  There  are  approximately 
40,000  inheritance  cases  ready  now  for  determination. 
Owing  to  the  complex  marriage  relations  which  exifct  on 
Indian  reservations,  the  difficulties  of  these  cases  re- 
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quire  the  services  of  trained  lawyers.  It  is  evident  that 
as  time  go?s  cn  this  class  of  cases  will  be  greatly  in¬ 
creased. 

It  i®,  therefore,  a  simple  mathematical  proposi¬ 
tion  that  the  Indian  Bureau  must  have  an  increased  number 
of  employees,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  Office,  to  meet 
the  increasing  demands  of  the  work  imposed  upon  the  Bureau 
by  Acts  of  Congress,  or  leave  that  work  undone. 

The  spirit  in  which  the  nreeent  overworked  force  of 
the  Indian  Office  has  been  struggling  to  meet  the  increas¬ 
ing  burden  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in  1912  there  were 
1,658  days  of  overtime  work  performed,  and  more  than  sixty 
men  and  women  connected  with  this  Office  forfeited  a  part 
of  their  annual  leave  in  order  to  keep  the  work  current. 

Congress  was  asked  to  increase  the  present  Office 
force  by  the  addition  of  twenty-three  clerks.  The  response 
of  the  House  Committee  on  expenditures  to  this  request  was 
a  net  reduction  in  the  present  force  of  eight  clerks,  and 
the  Senate  has  restored  barely  the  present  force. 

Definite  attention  has  been  given  during  the  past 
four  months  towqrd  increasing,  as  far  as  possible, the 
efficiency  of  our  overworked  Office  force.  On  September 
1,  1912 ,  there  were  probably,  more  than  2000  cases  in  this 
Office  whidh  had  been  here  without  action  for  more  than 
six  days.  Somewhat  more  direct  methods  of  att  ck  on  these 
cases  were  adopted.  The  number  of  reviewing  officers 
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were  reduced  and  they  were  made  producers  of  business. 

Today  there  are  exactly  116  six  day  cases  in  the 
two  administrative  divisions.  Land  and  Education  Divisions; 
requests  for  individual  Indian  money  are  being  returned 
to  the  Indians  within  three  days;  expenditure  requests  from 
reservation  superintendents  in  Finance  Division  are  abso¬ 
lutely  up  to  date;  no  pending  claim  for  contract  supplies 
has  a  date  older  than  January  1,  1913,  notwiths tanding  the 
annual  rush  of  this  cl;  ee  of  claims  has  just  passed  the 
high  water  mark. 

The  total  number  of  pieces  of  mail  sent  out  during 
September,  October,  November,  and  December  1912,  was 
75,489,  as  compared  with  62,074  pieces  of  mail  Bent  out  for 
the  same  months  in  1911,  showing  an  average  increase  in  out¬ 
put  of  21.6$. 

In  this  connection  you  will  be  interested  in  some 
changes  made  in  the  interest  of  greater  efficiency  in  the 
matter  of  field  inspection  and  field  supervision.  The 
change®  referred  to,  like  the  changes  in  the  Office,  have 
not  been  made  by  increasing  the  number  of  employees,  but 
by  rearrangement  and  systematization  of  their  work  with  the 
view  of  getting  definite  results  and  eliminating  all  possible 
waste  of  energy.  Until  these  changes  were  made,  there  were 
no  supervisors  whose  regular  duty  it  was  to  inspect  all  the 
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conditione  in  connection  with  School®  and  Agencies.  Wo  had 
School  Supervisors  wvo  inspected  everything  connected 
with  schools;  we  had  a  corps  of  medical  supervisors  and 
officers  for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and 
some  supervisors  of  farming,  but  no  supervisors  who  had 
•authority  oto  make  a  general  inspection  of  affairs  at  any 
school  or  agency.  As  a  result,  the  question  of  examining 
the  books  of  Superintendents  to  determine  how  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  individual  Indians  were  handled;  and  of  looking 
into  the  methods  followed  to  induce  Indians  to  live  on  their 
allotments;  the  question  of  giving  attention  to  returned 
students,  and  many  other  matters  fundamental  to  successful 
administration  were  not  under  regular  supervision.  In  the 
reorganization,  nine  supervisors  have  been  assigned  tc  the 
same  number  of  districts,  with  instructions  to  investigate 
thoroughly  everything  connected  with  the  schools  and  agencies 
under  their  jurisdiction,  while  the  force  of  special  agents, 
in  addition  to  doing  or*  heretofore  assigned  to  them  of 
investigating  special  cases  involving  charges,  will  include 
expert  accountants  who  will  be  assigned,  when  unsatisfactory 
conditions  are  reported,  to  make  a  careful  audit  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  any  superintendent  or  disbursing  officer. 

In  order  to  make  effective  promptly  the  reports  of 
investigating  officials  and  supervisors,  all  cases  in¬ 
volving  charges  are  being  ;  s signed  to  one  of  the  most 
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experlenced  men  in  the  Indian  Office,  while  all  reports 
of  supervisors  and  special  agents  ore  handled  by  another 
of  our  strongest  men.  He  has  instructions  to  bring  all 
important  cases  immediately  to  my  personal  attention,  and 
any  oases  of  important  routine  matters  which  can  be  handled 
by  Chiefs  of  Divisions,  to  see  to  it  by  a  "call-up"  system 
that  prompt  action  is  taken.  In  thiB  way  important  recom¬ 
mendations  of  Supervisors  will  he  carried  out  and  become  effec¬ 
tive  in  the  field  within  a  very  few  days  after  they 
reach  the  Office,  while  eases  involving  charges  will  be 
handled  the  moment  they  reach  the  Office.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  not  a  single  qi  so  involving  charges  against 
an  employee  pending  in  this  Office. 

The  most  of  the  delays  in  Indian  Office  business, 
at  the  present  time,  are  in  connection  with  cases  which 
are  required,  either  by  law  or  regulations,  to  go  to  the 
Department  for  approval. 

Under  existing  law  all  mining  leases,  some  farm¬ 
ing  leasee  of  the  Five  Tribes,  all  deeds,  patents  in  fee, 
rights  of  way  for  railroads,  telephone  lines,  and  public 
roads,  bonds,  allotijmnt  schedules,  contracts,  establishment 
of  new  positions,  designation  of  disbursing  officers,  and  a 
number  of  other  matters  are  required  to  p&ee  through  the 
Department  for  approval.  Under  regulations  and  practice 
all  appointments  involving  the  designation  of  disbursing 
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officers,  and  a  number  of  other  matters  ar  required  to  pass 
through  the  Department  for  approval.  Under  regulations  and 
practice  all  appointments  involving  the  designation  of  dis¬ 
bursing  officers,  the  detailing  of  office  employees  to  the 
field,  the  approval  of  general  farming  and  grazing  leasee, 
grazing  permits,  authorities  for  expenditure  of  $500  or 
more,  and  questions  involving  points  of  law  go  through  the 
Department.  Under  these  various  heads  on  average  of  nearly 
1800  cases  a  month  go  to  the  Dep  rtment,  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  all  cases  involving  bonds  and  the  determin¬ 
ation  of  heirs,  which  are  constantly  increasing,  must  go  there 
for  approval,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  class  of  business 
will  gradually  increase. 

The  practical  remedy,  to  meet  this  situation  must 
be  found,  in  part  at  least,  in  a  readjustment  of  work  between 
the  two  offices  in  order  to  avoid,  as  far  as  rossible,  the 
present  duplication  of  work. 

I  have  discussed  methods  of  administration  to  the 
exclusion  of  other  things,  because  I  believe  the  Board  of 
Indian  Commissioners  should  know  the  basic  facts  and  diffi¬ 
culties  with  which  this  Office  has  to  deal,  and  beoauee  I 
believe  a  careful  investigation  on  your  part  of  these  facts 
ahd  difficulties  and  the  action  that  would  result  therefrom, 
would  have  a  vital  present  and  future  bearing  on  Indian 
policy,  and  would  result  in  increasing  very  greatly  the  value 
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of  the  very  important  services  contributed  by  you  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Indian  Affaire. 

There  are  many  things  I  should  like  to  take  up 
with  you:  the  Osage  situation;  the  allotment  policy  on 
Bad  River  and  Red  Lake;  the  Fort  Sill  Apaches;  and  es¬ 
pecially  the  request  of  the  Denar tment  for  a  reimbursable 
appropriation  of  $250,000,  to  loan  allotted  Indians  who 
have  no  funds  with  which  to  improve  their  allotments  or 
purchase  live  stock.  I  should  like  to  tell  you  of  one 
concrete  case  where  we  issued  2,000  head  of  cattle  seven 
years  ago,  at  a  cost  of  $58,000,  and  where  the  Indians 
have  already  sold  $150,000  worth  of  cattle,  and  have 
6,000  head  left,  I  should  like  also  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  need  of  an  increased  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  supplies  in  the  Indian  Service.  This  is  a 
vitally  important  question,  which  I  shall  take  up  for¬ 
mally  through  your  Secretary  at  a  very  early  date.  The 
Office  is  now  facing  a  deficit  of  about  $100,000  in  this 
appropriation. 

But  I  shall  take  up  no  more  of  your  time,  as  you 
are  to  hear  ^Supervisor  Peterson  discuss  Osage  and  Jto&rilla 
Apache  matters,  and  Commissioner  Wright,  matters  relating 
to  the  Five  Tribes. 


• 

H  1-3 

iW 

SI 

O 

W 

1  W 

ft 

O 

w 

0 

0 

O 

O 

«> 

0 

(S 

O 

O 

a> 

M  c+ 

10 

«$ 

c+ 

lick 

1  O 

«l 

rk 

r- 

trk 

P 

Ck 

MM 

1 

MM 

1 

M 

H 

H 

H 

H 

M 

M 

I  tO 

tO 

O 

K 

H 

1  to 

tO 

«o 

H 

!-• 

K 

« 

H 

H 

M 

tc 

II 

1  to 

fC 

re 

H 

H 

1  K 

H 

K 

to 

M 

It 

1 

tl 

1 

• 

(1  o? 

1 

MC>J 

1 

w 

-4 

to 

CP 

-4 

O 

-4 

-4 

03 

4 

•1  H 

ICO 

M 

to 

re 

a**. 

1  to 

O 

to 

£» 

03 

O 

CO 

4 

to 

to 

0 

4 

to 

II  Ch 

14 

K 

<4 

K 

1  <4 

0 

to 

W 

U 

1 

n 

1 

Of 

to 

MO 

1-4 

O 

-4 

C» 

SIC 

1  * 

r* 

tr 

O’- 

V 

*4 

tO 

to 

0 

O 

*0 

■4 

0 

>> 

MC.-J 

l  t' 

p 

to 

K 

c. 

tD 

to 

05 

-4 

ert 

it 

1 

Jl 

1 

II  OJ 

1 

arc 

t 

w 

0 

tO 

D. 

1? 

O 

w 

Mt* 

l«C 

C71 

C» 

M 

ii»  1 

t  c 

to 

CD 

rfk- 

to 

K 

a 

*>• 

Si 

to 

II 

1 

« 

1 

!l 

M  CX 

1 

H 

to 

1 

-4 

O 

0 

O 

11-4 

to 

•4 

4 

Oi 

II  -3 

IH 

O 

K 

*• 

c: 

l  t- 

0 

to 

c* 

<33 

O 

M 

M 

-4 

MO 

to 

OJ 

03 

0. 

II 

1 

1 

a 

it 

» 

1 

-4 

M 

M 

w 

to 

C’i 

K 

to 

H 

K 

II  to 

1  03 

-4 

tx 

O 

»4 

1  CTs 

0 

0-' 

•4 

c 

O 

t*t 

3* 

*4 

to 

HM 

IC3 

CD 

»► 

K 

■k* 

l  tfe 

05 

CC 

0 

II 

1 

It 

1 

It  *4 

IK 

K 

to 

M 

IIO- 

1  M 

H 

M 

M 

rr 

?r 

H 

05 

to 

05 

Ci 

11  ^ 

1  -5 

CJJ 

C 

to 

MO 

I  CJ 

H 

to 

4 

OP 

H 

c 

0* 

*4 

O 

t£> 

?; 

tO 

H  tO 

IOC 

u 

01 

OJ 

MA 

l  K 

Ci 

OJ 

iN 

"to 

5  to 

to 

to 

B 

1 

It  f 

if 

O 

to 

to 

tl 

1 

If* 

1* 

~4 

4 

» 

t 

tl 

1 

UM 

, 

K 

•4 

H 

to 

to 

ti  c» 

1 

0» 

#>* 

I  t* 

to 

01 

0 

O 

£ 

K 

0-J 

11 

1 

II 

1 

flM 

I 

*-> 

1 

03 

to 

to 

O* 

•4 

to 

Oi 

M 

II  to 

I  to 

O 

ti 

to 

MO 

1  Jfc- 

H 

Ci 

M 

tr 

-3 

C3 

JN 

it  <r 

1  ii* 

Of 

tr 

*• 

MO 

1  Ci 

03 

O'. 

0 

11 

t 

N 

, 

01 

H 

n  ^ 

1*4 

> 

to 

MO 

1  05 

Of 

to 

0 

0 

to 

O 

to 

0 

M 

fci 

•4 

03 

0 

ti  p 

1  0' 

O 

* 

It*? 

1  «/> 

-4 

C» 

CD 

Ok 

-4 

M 

•4 

Oi 

O 

4 

o» 

II 

» 

M 

1 

It 

1 

H 

, 

Ot 

M 

K 

H 

H 

M 

M 

K 

M 

u  to 

1  O 

W 

Ov 

to 

tt-4 

1  to 

W 

M 

O 

0* 

03 

O 

O 

w 

A 

O 

M 

C> 

s 

M  Ol 

t*» 

CT 

03 

171 

M£> 

1  Oi 

4 

to 

0 

M 

O 

to 

O 

ex 

M 

■4 

to 

4- 

CO 

M 

1 

M 

1 

II 

1 

M 

1 

Latter® t 
Copied  # 


o 

CJ 

f“3 


Letters , 
no*  Col)! eel. 


Leases  , 

Contracts,  etc. 


Telegrams , 


Secretary 1 0 
Mali 


Total 

Per  cent  increase, 
1912  over  1911 


Commisair  ner 


Assistant  to 
Co  mi  o 1  n*  r  ,> 


2d.  Asst.  & 

Comra*  r. 


To tal. 


REGULATIONS  GOVERNING  SUPERVISING 
AID  I2TVB3IIGA?II®  OFFICIALS  OF  THE  INDIAN  OFFICE* 

Organ!  rat ion. 

The  field  super  rising  and  investigating  ser- 
vice  ef  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  consists  of  supervi¬ 
sors  and  special  Indian  Agents. 

The  duties  of  supervisors,  unless  otherwise 
specially  ordered  by  the  0 omnia si oner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
shall  be  the  supervision  of  Indian  schools,  reservations, 
and  allotted  areas,  advising  with  superintendents  in 
regard  thereto ,  and  reporting  for  investigation  or  consi¬ 
deration  such  matters  coming  to  their  knowledge  as  may 
require  investigation  or  administrative  action. 

The  duties  ©f  special  Indian  agents  are  the 
investigation  of  matters  specifically  intrusted  to  them 
for  investigation  and  report  to  the  Commissioner  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs,  and  reporting  for  investigation  or  consi¬ 
deration  such  other  matters  coming  to  their  knowledge  as 
proper  administration  required  should  be  brought  to  his 
attention. 

Travel . 

to  supervising  or  investigating  official  shall 
incur  any  expense  for  railroad  travel  not  previously 


authorised,  unless  It  1b  necessary  within  the  scope  of 
his  assigned  duties. 

Supervising  and  investigating  officials  will 
report  by  wire  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
their  arrival  and  departure  from  one  point  to  another, 
except  where  to  do  so  will  prejudice  interests  intrust¬ 
ed  to  them,  in  whioh  event  they  will  report  their  move¬ 
ments  promptly  by  mail. 

Bap  arts. 

Reports  of  supervising  &nd  investigating 
officials  will  be  made  in  sections,  according  to  the 
subjects.  3?he  sections  of  the  report  must  be  mm  bo  red 
consecutively  with  the  number,  subject  and  date  catered 
on  the  first  sheet,  end  each  section  must  be  signed. 

She  original  and  one  carbon  copy  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  Qcasriissioner  of  Indian  Affaire  with  a  letter  of 
transmittal  enumerating  the  sections.  Oarbon  copies 
of  the  section  shall  be  mailed  to  the  supervisor  in 
charge  of  the  particular  branch  of  the  work  to  whioh  it 
relates,  as  indicated  in  the  appendix.  Heports  of  in¬ 
vestigating  officials  shall  be  confined  to  statements 
of  fact  so  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  they 
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must  be  oar e fully  verified.  Ho  recommendat ion  should 
fee  made,  or  conclusion  drawn,  unless  supported  fey  the 
facts  stated. 

Supervision  and  Inspeotion. 

It  is  impracticable  to  specify  the  numerous 
and  various  matters  that  are  proper  subjects  for  super¬ 
visor  and  inspeotion.  Supervision  should  fee  construc¬ 
tive  in  character,  with  a  view  to  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  Indians,  elevating  the  tone  of  the  schools,  im¬ 
proving  the  methods  of  instruction  and  administration, 
and  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  stqperintendenfcs  and 
employees.  Super  vising  officials  will  make  suggestions 
to  superintendents  as  to  better  methods,  and  careful  con¬ 
sideration  should  fee  given  their  recommendations  as  to 
what  enterprises  or  undertakings  should  receive  greater 
or  lesser  attention,  and  in  which  instances  the  e  stab  lisle  d 
policies  of  the  Indian  Office  could  or  should  fee  more 
closely  adhered  to. 

The  general  administration  of  each  jurisdic¬ 
tion  should  fee  carefully  observed,  particularly  as  to 
whether  the  superintendents  give  duo  attention  to  the 
various  activities  Tinder  their  control,  whether  they 


giro  too  much  time  and  attention  to  office  routine  or 
business  details,  or  manifest  undue  Interest  In  one 
thing  to  the  detriment  of  others.  Also  as  to  whether 
the  details  of  school  management,  office  work,  and  in¬ 
dustrial  activities  of  the  Indians  are  directed  person¬ 
ally  by  the  superintendent  or  by  him  through  heads  of 
departments  acting  under  his  general  direction,  Ihey 
should  further  observe  whether  the  administrative  con¬ 
trol  over  the  Indians  and  over  the  reservations  and  al¬ 
lotted  areas  is  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

In  the  matter  of  employees,  there  should  be  very 
careful  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  supervisors,  to 
the  end  that  the  Oommissioner  may  be  informed  as  to 
the  suffioienoy  or  insufficiency  of  the  force  for  the 
work  required,  whether  the  force  is  properly  organized, 
and  whether  the  salaries  are  commensurate  with  the  du¬ 
ties,  and,  in  the  oase  of  Indian  employees,  whether 
the  salaries  are  the  seme,  for  like  work  ana  efficiency, 
as  are  paid  to  white  employees.  Supervisors  will  inves¬ 
tigate  and  reportsspeoially  as  to  whether  there  are 
more  employees  than  necessary,  and  make  definite  recom¬ 
mend  at  ions  where  economy  can  be  effected  and  better  ad¬ 
ministration  secured  by  abolishing  unnecessary  positions 
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and  increasing  the  salaries  of  others.  Efficiency  re¬ 
ports,  on  the  regular  blanks,  should  he  made  on  all  em¬ 
ployees  with  whom  the  supervisor  becomes  sufficiently 
acquainted  to  b©  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  tl»ir 
capabilities,  or  whose  work  he  observes  closely  enough 
to  judge  of  their  efficiency. 

Very  careful  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  use  made  by  the  Indians  of  their  capital,  whether 
it  be  lands,  live  stock,  or  individual  Indian  money, 
and  supervisors  will  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  super¬ 
intendents  are  assisting  the  Indians  to  make  the  best 
possible  use  of  their  resources. 

l’ha  supervisors  will  euiaait  reports  as  di¬ 
rected  above  in  all  matters  calling  for  administrative 
action  by  the  Indian  Office,  in  matters  of  general  ad¬ 
ministration,  in  all  Instances  of  conspicuous  merit  on 
the  part  of  superintendents  or  employees,  and  in  such 
other  instances  as  their  judgment  may  dictate;  but  re¬ 
ports  in  detail  will  not  be  made  relative  to  ordinary 
affairs,  routine  work,  or  where  mutual  understandings 
between  supervisors  ana  superintendents  are  effected 
relative  to  improved  methods,  or  new  or  modified  plans 


for  which  the  Superintendent  is  willing  and  has  ample 
authority  *k  ©ffioio  to  assume  responsibility . 

Be  commend  at  ions  as  to  the  need  for  or  ex¬ 
penditure  of  funds,  or  report  on  matters  requiring  ad¬ 
ministrative  action,  should  be  accompanied  wherever 
practicable  by  the  recommendation  of  the  superintendent. 
Recommendations  for  the  expenditure  of  funds  should 
set  forth  clearly  whether  needed  for  the  current  fis¬ 
cal  year  or  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  future 
appropriations.  If  for  the  current  year,  care  should 
be  taken  to  keep  within  the  apportionment  or  known  avail¬ 
able  funds,  except  in  case  of  unsusual  need,  which  should 
be  clearly  stated. 

The  supervising  officials  will  exercise  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  as  heretofore  set  forth,  over  all  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  schools,  industries,  lands,  allotment, 
irrigation,  forestry,  construction,  health  ,  employment 
of  Indians,  violation  of  the  liquor  laws,  disbursing  of 
fpnds,  preservation  of  records,  and  care  of  public  property. 

ffor  the  purpose  of  outlining  and  suggesting 
the  proper  scope  of  the  supervision  to  be  exercised  and 
to  harmonize  and  systematize  the  reports  of  supervisors 
and  special  agents  an  elaboration  of  the  duties  referred 
to  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  is  appended.  But  detailed 


reports  to  conform  to  the  outline  appended  are  aaither 
expected  nor  desired,  nor  will  siqjervisors  confine  them- 
selves  to  the  enumerated  subjects  where  matters  arise 
that  in  their  judgment  require  attention  and  report. 

Supervisors  should  endeavor  to  inpress  upon 
superintendents  the  fact  that  the  latter  are  to  be  held 
responsible  by  the  Indian  Office  for  every  activity  re¬ 
lating  to  Indians  within  their  respective  jurisdictions, 
including  proper  sanitation  of  Indian  houses,  suppres¬ 
sion  of  the  liquor  traffic,  employment  of  returned  stu- 
dents,  and  that  the  function  of  special  supervlsiors  is 
not  to  relieve  them  of  any  responsibility,  but  to  advise 
and  assist  them  in  the  direction  of  greater  efficiency. 

fi.  Abbott 

Acting  Commissioner. 

Approved.  Jan.  3,  1913. 

Samuel  Adams 


First  Assistant  Secretary. 
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The  following  outline  indicates  some  of  the 
things  that  should  be  observed  by  supervising  of¬ 
ficials.  The  results  of  such  observation©  should 
be  made  the  basis  of  suggest! one  to  the  superin¬ 
tendents  of  plans,  methods,  and  me: no  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  service,  and  should  also  be  the 
basis  of  such  reports  and  recommendations  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  as  may  be  desirable 


SCHOOLS. 

Buildings t  See  Construction, 


S ch o ol  F  r m  and  S t o c k t  Piuipmsnt  of  farm,  gar¬ 

den  and  dairy.  Adequ  oy  of  machinery  and  im¬ 
plements  and  their  condition  and  upkeep.  Do  e 
live  stock  check  with  property  return?  Is  dairy 
herd  being  examined  for  diseases  as  frequently 
as  safety  requires?  Condition  of  farm;  is  it 
being  bo  handled  as  to  give  the  maximum  of  in-  ■ 
struct ion  to  the  pupils  and  at  the  same  time  pro¬ 
vide  as  much  as  possible  for  maintenance?  Are 
pu-ils  being  instructed  properly  in  farming, 
stock  raising,  dairying,  ^nd  all  other  lines  of 
farm  activity? 

Organization.  Preparation  of  yearly  calendar. 

Daily  program,  preparation  and  following  of 
Daily  sessions,  length  of.  Actual  time  devoted 
to  study  and  recitations.  Study  hours.  Grading 
of  pupils.  Methods  of  promotion.  Methods  of 
instruction.  Visual  instruction.  Correlation 


with  industrial  departments  and  ife  activities. 
Instruction  in  the  use  of  English.  Examinations 
and  reviews.  Number  of  grades  maintained.  Week¬ 
ly  outlines  of  instruction,  preparation  of,  char¬ 
acter  of.  Educational  publications ,  use  of.  Is 
there  reason  to  make  course  conform  more  nearly 
to  state  course  of  study? 

Equipment.  Books,  supply  and  condition.  Book 
covers,  use  of.  Blackboards,  globes,  maps,  ther¬ 
mometer  s,  school  furniture,  school  library,  pa¬ 
pers  and  magazines.  Stersoptioano .  Kindergarten 
materials,  supply  and  use  of.  Busy  work.  Condi¬ 
tion  of  olass  rooms,  general  appearance.  Clean¬ 
liness  of  walls,  floor  and  ceiling.  Decorations 
of  walls.  Condition  of  supplies  and  equipment. 
Ventilation.  Temperature.  Heating.  Lighting. 
Seating  arrangements. 

Student  Body.  Enrollment  Humber  of  pupils, 
beys,  girls.  Regularity  of  attendance.  Trans¬ 
fer  of  punils.  Examination  of  reports  of  super¬ 
intendents  *B  to  pupils  eligible  for  transfer  to 
non-reservation  schools.  Discipline.  Pupils* 
associations ,  organization  of.  Pupils*  corres¬ 
pondence,  supervision  of.  Defective  pupils. 
Incorrigible  punilg.  Pupils*  records,  method 
of  keeping  while  in  school  and  after  leaving 
school.  School  census,  accuracy  of  prepara¬ 
tion  of. 

Returned  Students.  Reports  as  to  their  progress 
after  leaving  scnool.  Outing  system,  organiza¬ 
tion  of.  ?  Humber  of  pupils  receiving  instruction 
under  outing*  system.  Earnings  of  outing  pupils. 
Pupile*  funds,  handling  of.  General  results  of 
the  outing  system. 

Public  Fchools.  Enrollment  of  Indian  children. 
Attitude  of  local  community  toward  enrollment 
of  Indian  children.  Enrollment  of  white  chil- 


Industrial 

Instruction. 


Health. 

Religious  and 
Moral  Training. 
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dren  in  Indian  schools.  Payment  of  tuition. 
Contracts.  Inspection  of  ruhlio  schools,  fre¬ 
quency  of.  Progreso  of  pupils.  Number  of  pub¬ 
lic  school*  available  t  Indian,  children. 

Growth  and  development  of  public  school  system 
in  sc  far  a»  it  affects  the  education  of  Indian 
children.  State  compulsory  attendance  laws  and 
other  laws  affecting  the  enrollment  and  attend¬ 
ance  of  Indian  children  in  public  schools.  Mis¬ 
sion  schools  -  contract,  non-contract.  Private 
schools  -  contract,  non-contract.  Capacity  oi 
schools.  Is  it  sufficient  to  accommodate  scholas¬ 
tic  population? 

Equipment  for.  New  equipment  needed  in  various 
department e  of  school.  Methods  of  industrial 
instruction.  Are  they  applicable  to  needs 
rmpile ?  Amount  and  extent  of  indue ^ri&i  instruc- 
ticn  as  follows:  Names  of  industries  taught. 

Number  of  boys  receiving  instruction.  Number  of 
girls  receiving  instruction.  Time  eaoh  «««* 
given  to  instruction.  Time  each  '©ek  given  to 
production  and  routine  work.  Agriculture,  theo¬ 
retical  and  practical.  Use  of  agricultural  bul¬ 
letins.  Organic  connection  between  academic 
and  industrial  departments.  Correlation  of  *orh. 
Occupations  most  likely  to  be  followed  by  pup  Us 
when  they  leave  school  and  u^on  which  emphasis 
should  be  placed. 

Gee  suggestions  under  Health  eection. 

Observance  of  regulations  as  to  religious  worship. 
Means  provided  for  the  culture  and  refinement  of 
pupils,  libraries,  music,  vocal  and  in® t rumen tal, 
school  bands,  choruses,  orchestras,  etc.  Religious 
organisations  among  pupils,  Sunday  Schools,  ^oces- 
sibillty  of  churches.  Temperance  ine true t ion.  I 
struction  in  matters  of  ae>  for  older  pupil*.  Moral 
conditions  existing  in  vicinity  of  school.  General 
moral  tone  of  school. 
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Employees. 


Industries . 


Agriculture. 


Individuals .  Reports  on  efficiency  of  emoloyeee 
i'cx  status  file  on  bl  nk  form  adopted.  romotion 
of  employees.  Demotion.  Transfer  of  employees* 

Collective.  Quart sfe  for  employees,  Social  condi¬ 

tions  among.  Grading  and  promotion  of  teachers. 
Reading  courses  for.  Professional  and  general 
reading  of  employees.  Division  of  labor  among 
employees.  Stanley ee s'  meetings.  Organisations 
among.  Co-operation.  Number  and  names  of  posi¬ 
tions  vacant.  Pew  positions  required.  Abolish¬ 
ment  of  pcsitiohe.  Means  for  social  entertain¬ 
ment  and  diversion  of  employees*  Employment  of 
Indians  as  employees  at  schools  and  agencies. 
(Circular  6 73)  Xsptit  de  corps  among  employees. 


INDUSTRIES. 

General :  What  are  now  and  will  in  the  future  be 
the  paramount  sources  of  income  and  maintenance 
of  the  Indians,  -  agriculture,  live  stock,  em¬ 
ployment,  rations,  or  cash  payments,  and  their 
relative  importance?  Is  the  jurisdiction  proper¬ 
ly  laid  off  in  districts  for  farmers  and  stockmen? 
Are  the  farmers  and  stockmen  provided  with  ade¬ 
quate  iU&rtere  and  means  of  travel?  Do  they  re¬ 
side  in  their  districts?  How  le  their  time 
mainly  occupied?  Are  they  giving  the  Indiana 
adequate  instruction  and  as si e tunc  ? 

Character  of  soil  and  crops  to  which  it  is  best 
suited.  If  an  irrigation  system  is  in  operation, 
is  it  being  properly  used  and  cared  for?  If  an 
irrigation  system  is  being  constructed,  arc  ade¬ 
quate  arrangements  being  made  to  utilise  it  when 
completed?  The  class  of  crops  now  being  grown, 
end  what  would  be  most  profitable  for  the  Indians 
to  grow?  If  the  full  use  is  not  being  mads  by 
the  Indians  of  their  lands,  what  should  be  done 
to  bring  bout  full  use?  Are  the  Indians  ade¬ 
quately  supplied  with  teams,  implements,  seeds, 
etc.?  Are  the  Indians  getting  proper  value  for 


Live  Stock. 


Home  Building 


Sanitation  of 
Indian  ho»©«. 

Care  of  Needy, 


surplus  products  marketed,  and  are  they  Bell¬ 
ing  their  agricailtural  product*?  in  such  way  ae 
to  endanger  their  future  support?  Is  the  soil 
being  injured  or  in  undue  erosion  resulting 
from  the' manner  of  cultivation;  are  noxious 
r-eeds  endangering  proper  agricultural  success? 

The  kind  and  approximate  number  of  live  stock 
grown  by  the  Indians.  Are  the  kinds  bet  suit¬ 
ed  to  their  needs?  Do  they  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  work  horses,  and  if  not,  h  ve  plane 
been  made  looking  to  an  adequate  future  supply? 
The  grades  of  live  stock,  and  if  ox  low  grade 
Is  urbr ceding  being  done?  Is  the  number  of 
live  stock  ke^t  for  Government  service  adequate 
and  of  the  proper  claae?  Disease  among  live 
stock.  Are  the  Indians  selling  off  their  live 
e took  in  such  way  as  to  endanger  their 
future  supply? 

The  general  character  of  home  and  farm  build¬ 
ings  no"1'  used  by  the  Indian.  Do  they  need  bet¬ 
ter  and  more  houses,  barns,  etc.,  and  have  they 
means  or  material  at  hand  for  the  construction 
of  such?  Are  their  homes  or  farms  enclosed  with 
proper  fences?  If  net,  have  they  means  or  mater¬ 
ial  to  provide  such?  The  source  of  water  sup¬ 
ply  for  domestic  me,  and  what  may  be  needed  to 
increase  or  improve  it.  Are  the  Indians  being 
properly  aided  end  encouraged  in  providing  them- 
e elves  with  better  and  more  permanent  homes? 


Sea  -Health. * 

If  rations  are  being  iseued,  to  about  what  per¬ 
centage  of  the  tribe,  and  ©an  such  rations  be 
reduced  now  or  in  the  future?  If  no  ration 
system  is  maintained,  are  there  proper  facil¬ 
ities  for  the  qi:.tb  of  the  old,  the  sick  or  the 
dependent  available? 


Individual  In¬ 
dian  Moneys. 


Tribal 

Moneys. 


Trade. 


Patents  in 
Pee. 


The  uses  to  which  these  moneys  are  mainly  put. 
Are  they  being  used  for  the  betterment  of  the 
Indiana  or  for  immediate  need  or  maintenance? 

The  manner  in  which  requests  for  the  use  of 
these  moneys  are  made  by  the  Indians,  received 
by  the  superintendent  and  employees,  and  the 
supervision  exercised  over  the  matter  of  pur¬ 
chases  made  by  the  Indiana  therefrom.  Is  there 
a  well-defined  plan  in  operation  looking  to  the 
use  of  these  moneys  for  the  purpose  of  home- 
building,  farming  development  and  providing 
for  the  industrial  needs  of  the  Indian?  Are 
the  Indians  incurring  indebtedness  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  these  moneys?  Are  superintendents  tak¬ 
ing  initiative  in  encouraging  Indians  to  proper 
investment  of  surplus  funds? 

The  approximate  amount  and  classes  of  tribal 
moneys  held  in  trust  by  the  Government.  How 
these  moneys  are  now  being  used  and  in  what  man¬ 
ner  would  they  contribute  most  largely  to  the 
future  welfare  of  the  Indians? 

Are  the  licensed  traders  observing  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Government?  The  aggregate  amount 
of  indebtedness  by  Indians  to  the  traders  and 
the  maximum  individual  accounts  found  on  traders* 
books.  Do  the  traders  maintain  a  system  of  book¬ 
keeping  that  will  admit  of  rendering  itemized 
bills?  Do  the  Indians  trade  mairiLy  with  licensed 
traders  or  can  they  reach  trade  centers  beyond 
the  reservation  boundaries?  Are  the  Indians 
being  encouraged  to  expend  undue  sums  of  money 
for  gewgaws  or  articles  of  distinct  Indian  char¬ 
acter  which  they  do  not  need?  Are  the  Indians 
permitted  or  encouraged  to  form  the  "debt  habit," 
and  thereby  anticipate  their  income,  inheritances 
or  resources? 

LAUDS. 

Are  the  regulations  fully  and  conscientiously 
complied  with?  Does  the  Superintendent  person- 


Land  Sales, 


Leasee  of 
allotments. 


Leasing  of 
Tribal  lands. 


ally  review  the  applications,  or  is  his  action 
based  on  exami rations  conducted  by  employees 
or  persons  without  the  Service?  ¥hat  use  or  dis¬ 
position  is  made  of  patented  lands?  About  what 
par  cent,  if  ary,  of  the  patentees  and  ti  eir 
families  are  rendered  destitute  through  the  sale 
of  patented  lands  and  the  disposal  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds?  The  approximate  number,  if  any,  of  the 
competent  allottees  who  are  worthy  of  patents 
in  fee  but  who  decline  to  ask  for  them. 

About  what  percentage  of  allotted  landB  have  been 
sold?  Is  there  adequate  competition  between  bid¬ 
ders  for  these  lands?  Are  these  lands  so  adver¬ 
tised  that  the  sales  attract  attention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic?  What  system  of  appraisal  is  maintained  and 
is  it  satisfactory?  Are  status  file  reports  be- 
irg  compiled  in  connection  with  sales  of  lands, 
patents  in  fee,  and  leases  of  allotments? 

About  what  percentage  of  allotted  lands  are 
leaead  by  whites?  Is  this  leasing  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  revenue  or  for  the  development 
of  the  lands  leased?  If  improvement  leases  are 
beit£  made,  what  supervision  is  exercised  to 
insure  compliance  therewith?  Do  the  Indians 
negotiate  their  own  leases?  Does  the  leasing 
system  operate  to  relieve  able-bodied  Indians 
from  f armi  1^5  for  the  support  of  themselves  and 
family?  Are  the  lands  leased  for  an  adequate 
rental?  Are  the  lands  beir^  impaired  ty  care- 
lose  or  improper  farming?  Should  the  lease 
moneys  in  whole  or  in  part  be  paid  direct  to 
the  Indians  when  collected  or  deposited  and 
handled  as  individual  Indian  moneys  in  bank? 

If  tribal  lands  are  leased  to  whites  for  graz- 
ir^5  purposes,  do  these  leases  interfere  with 
the  agri cultural  pursuits  of  the  Indians?  Do 
suoh  leases  interfere  with  the  live  stock  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Indiana?  To  what  use  are  the 
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moneys  accruing  from  these  leases  now  being  put, 
and  in  what  manner  would  their  uses  contribute 
most  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  tribes? 


FORESTRY. 

Force  and  Is  the  foree  adequate  and  efficient?  Is  the 
Equipment,  equipment  sufficient  and  is  it  so  disposed  about 
the  reservation  as  to  be  quickly  available  in 
case  of  fire?  What  are  the  danger  points  as  to 
forest  fires? 


Roads,  trails  Are  the  roads,  trails  and  telephone  lines  suf- 
and  tele-  fioient  for  the  protection  and  best  use  of  the 
phones.  forest,  and  are  they  kept  in  repair? 

Cabins  and  Are  the  cabins  sufficient  in  number  and  satis- 
Corrals.  factory  as  to  construction,  and  are  they  proper¬ 
ly  placed?  Are  corrals  ana  pastures  provided 
for  stock  used  by  forest  officers? 


Timber 

Sales. 


1.  General  condition  of  timber  sale  work. 

2.  Violation  of  agreements  by  timber  contractors. 

3.  Commission  of  waste  by  Indians  and  others. 

4.  Should  more  sales  of  timber  be  made?  State 

reasons. 


Sawmills. 


1.  Value  and  efficiency  of  the  sawmills. 

2.  Is  lumber  properly  piled  in  the  yard? 

3.  Precautions  taken  to  guard  against  fire. 

4.  Demand  for  lumber  by  the  Indl;  ns  and  agency. 
6.  Desirability  of  establishing  new  sawmills. 

CONSTRUCT I OH. 


Buildings.  Adaptability  to  needs.  Condition  of  each.  Re¬ 
pairs  and  improvements  needed.  Permanent  im¬ 
provements  contemplated.  Heating.  Ventilation. 
Sewerage  and  water  supply.  Fire  protection. 

Fire  fighting  apparatus.  Fire  lan terms,  fir©  es¬ 
capes.  Fire  drills  of  pupils. 


HEALTH. 


Physical  Examination  of  Pupils:  On  entrance  to 
school.  Frequency  cf  during  school  year.  In 
the  field  before  starting  the  non-reservation 
schools.  Before  outing. 

Sanitary  O^re  of  Pupils  Fhile  itt  School:  nations. 
Sills  of  fare.  Preparation  uni  serving  of  rations. 
Are  rations  sufficient  in  quantity?  Of  good  qual¬ 
ity?  Ie  there  sufficient  variety?  Cars  of  foods. 
Refrigerators,  ice  boxen,  cellars,  etc.  Diet  for 
weals,  pupila.  Is  there  a  special  diet  provided? 
Diet  provided?  Diet  tables.  Drinking  w&ter. 
Purity  o £  mter.  Drinking  fountains. 

Clothing  -  Suitability  to  Climate:  Supply  of 
clothing.  <3 onditicn .  We the  els  ' c *  washing  and 
disinfection. 

Observance  of  Sanitary  and  Health  Regulations: 

F>.  tiling,  her?  frequent;  facilities  for.  Condition 

of  lavatories,  closets  and  urinals,  disinfection 
of.  Weighing  of  pupils,  regularity  and  record  of. 
Segregation  of  tubercular  and  trachomatous  pupils 
from  well  children.  Open-air  sleeping.  Open-air 
classes,  adaptability  of  climate  for.  Sleeping 
porches.  Cleanliness  of  objects  handled  in  com¬ 
mon.  Adoption  of  Pullman  towel  system,  possibili¬ 
ty  of.  Individual  lookers.  Toilet  article s,- 
cowbs,  brushes,  tooth-brushes,  tooth  powder,  buj;- 
jly  and  method  of  oaring  for.  Conditions  of 
teeth  of  pupils,  care  of  teeth,  employment  of 
dentists.  Dormitories,  capacity,  cubic  air 
space.  Electric  alarm  systems,  installation  of, 
in  dormitories.  Overcrowding,  Single  beds,  beds 
and  bedding,  condition  and  sufficiency  of.  Air¬ 
ing  and  sunning,  frequency  of.  Methods  of  sweep¬ 
ing  compounds.  Disposal  of  sewerage,  system  of 
garbage  disposal,  garbage  cane.  Management  of 
dairy.  Care  of  yards  and  grounds  from  sanitary 
standpoint.  Prevention  of  flies  and  mosquitoes. 
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Observance  of  8a.nl t ary  and  Health  Regulations : 

Bathing,  how  frequent;  facilities  for.  Condition 
of  lavatories,  closets  and  urinals;  disinfec¬ 
tion  of*  Weighing  of  pupils,  regularity  and 
record  of*  Segregation  of  tubercular  and  trach¬ 
omatous  pupils  from  well  children.  Open-air 
slee  ing.  Open-air  classes,  adaptability  of 
oil  mate  for.  Sleeping  pore  lies.  Cleanliness 
of  objects  handled  in  common.  Adoption  of 
Pullman  towel  system,  possibility  of*  Individual 
lockers.  Toilet  articles,  combe,  brushes, 
todbh  brushes,  tooth  powder,  supply  and  method  of 
oaring  for.  Conditio  b  of  teeth  of  pupils,  care 
of  teeth.  Employment  of  dentists.  Dormitories, 
oapacity,  cubic  air  space.  Electric  alarm  sys¬ 
tems,  installation  of,  in  dormitories,  Over¬ 
crowding.  Single  beds,  beds  and  bedding,  condi¬ 
tion  and  sufficiency  of.  Airing  and  sunning, 
frequency  of.  Methods  of  sweeping  and  dusting. 
Oiling  of  floors.  Painting  of  walls  and  ceilings, 
use  of  sweeping  compounds.  Disposal  of  sewer¬ 
age*  system  of  garbage  disposal,  garbage 
cans*  Management  of  Dairy.  Care  of  yards  and 
grounds  from  sanitary  standpoint.  Prevention 
of  flies  and  mosquitoes,  destruction  of  breeding 
places,  fly-tight  manure  jits,  removal  of  manure. 
Screening  of  buildings.  Methods  employed  in 
destroying  flies  and  mosquitoes. 

Methods  of  Physical  Training:  Calisthenics , 
breathing  exercises,  etc.,  in  class  rooms,  Pro¬ 
visions  for  physical  instruction  in  the  daily 
program*  Time  allowed  for  physical  training 
in  the  class  rooms.  Marching.  Games  and  plays, 
play-ground  equipment,  character  of.  Athletic 
equipment  and  supplies,  sufficiency  of.  Outdoor 
games.  Settingup  exercises.  Military  train¬ 
ing.  General  athletics.  Gymnasium,  equipment 
of*  Time  devoted  to  out-door  relaxation  each 
day.  Supervision  of  physical  training. 


Reservations. 


In  the  Indian 
Service. 


# 
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I net ruction  in  hygiene  and  Sanitation:  Extent 
of,  methods  employed,  class-room  instruction 
in.  Lectures  on  trachoma  and  tuberculosis.  Use 
of  the  stereopticon. 

Treatment  of  Diseases:  General  health  of  pupils. 
St;,te  cf  nutrition.  Diseases  or  special  symptoms 
observed.  Epitie.  ic  or  contagious  diseases?  Hos¬ 
pitals,  need  of,  equipment  of.  Nurses,  Physicians. 
Medicines  and  surgical  supplies,  quantity  and 
quality,  Quarantine  measures,  effectiveness 
of.  Segregatio  of  tubercular  and  weak  children 
from  healthy  pupils.  SYmigation  and  steriliza¬ 
tion  of  infected  objects.  Personal  attention  of 
phyBidian  to  health  of  pupils.  Contract  of  phy¬ 
sician.  Efficiency  of  physioians.  Preventive 
medicine. 

Sanitary  conditions  of  .Agftjncy  buildings .and 

grounds.  Sanit,ary„,conditicns  of 

and  promises .  including  ventilation,  overcrowd¬ 

ing,  lighting,  cleanliness,  food  and  clothing; 
disposal  of  excreta,  care  of  the  sick  and  pre¬ 
vention  of  the  spread  of  disease,  and  spitting* 

General  health  of  Indians:  Phynleal  conditions: 
State  of  nutrition;  prevalence  of  tuberculosis, 
trachoma,  venereal  and  other  communicable  dis¬ 
eases;  infant  raortality;  use  of  alcohol,  mescal 
or  other  deleterious  substances;  habits  and  cus¬ 
toms  prejudicial  to  health. 

Eocd  and  water  supply:  sources,  quantity  and  pro- 
taction  from  contamination. 

Efficiency  of  physicians,  nurses  anA.-Ilold  n&trsiml 

Inspection  of  sanitary  conditions,  prevention  of 

disease  and  enforcement  of  health  regulations. 

EWPIOYMENT  ED?  INDIANS. 

The  extent  to  which  jndians  are  employed  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  requirements  of  law*  and 


Outside  the 
Service. 


Returned 

students. 


the  established  policy  of  the  Serrioe  in  all 
positions  whioh  they  are  competent  to  fill. 

Are  competent  Indians  being  encouraged  and  as¬ 
sisted  to  qualify,  through  Civil  Service  ex¬ 
aminations,  for  appointment  to  positions  in 
the  service?  Are  Indian  employees  being  as¬ 
sisted  and  encouraged  in  meeting  the  require¬ 
ments  of  their  positions? 

The  law  is  " . That  in  the  Indian 

Service,  Indians  shall  be  employed  as 
herders,  teamsters,  and  laborers,  and 
where  practicable  ,  in  all  other  employ¬ 
ments  in  connection  with  the  agency  and 
the  Indian  Service.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
to  enforce  this  provision”  Section  10, 

Act  of  1894;  also, 

"and  preference  shall  at  $11  time 8,  as 
far  as  practicable ,  be  given  to  the  In¬ 
dians  in  the  employment  of  clerical,  me¬ 
chanical,  and  other  help  on  reservations 
and  about  agencies"  .—Sec.  6,  52  Stats. 

L.,  451. 

Are  the  Indians,  educated  or  undduoated,  being 
assisted  in  every  practicable  way  to  obtain 
employment  along  such  lines  as  they  are  quali¬ 
fied  to  follow?  Are  Indians  taking  employment 
with  exhibitions  and  shows;  and  if  so,  what  is 
the  moral  effect  upon  those  so  employed  and 
upon  the  other  Indians  of  the  reservation?  Are 
they  being  discouraged  fir  on  such  employment? 


Are  the  superintendents  keeping  in  close  touch 
with  returned  students,  assisting  them  in  every 
possible  way  to  make  use  of  their  school  train¬ 
ing  and  advising  them  as  to  the  use  of  their 
material  resources?  lumber  of  returned  students 
supporting  themBelves,  either  on  or  off  the 
reservation,  and  in  what  manner.  Are  pupils 
records  being  properly  kept,  in  order  that 
superintendents  may  have  information  as  to 
the  ability  and  character  of  returned  students? 
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SALE  OF  LIQUOR  TO  ISP IASS. 

Are  there  saloons  on  the  reservation  or  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  residence  of  the  Indians? 
Do  they  sell  liquor  to  Indians  directly  or  by 
subterfuge?  Is  liquor  being  introduced  upon 
the  reservation;  if  so,  is  it  by  whites  or  by 
Indians?  Are  all  necessary  and  proper  steps 
being  taken  by  the  superintendent  and  other 
employees  to  deal  with  the  evil  and  to  create 
the  proper  public  sentiment  among  Indians 
against  the  use  of  intoxicants?  Does  the  su¬ 
perintendent  need  the  assistance  of  special 
liquor  officers? 


Clerical 
force . 

Keeping  of 
accounts. 


Records. 


OFFICE  WORK. 

Is  it  adequate  and  properly  organized?  Is  the 
work  being  done  by  up  to  date  methods? 

Do  present  practices  offer  pr  oper  assurance 
of  integrity  in  disbursing  of  funds  and  oaring 
for  public  property? 

Are  all  required  records  being  properly  kept? 
especially  those  relating  to  individual  Indian 
moneys? 


Extract  from  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior; 

1912,  Under  the  Heading  "Five  Civilized  Tribes— 


Individual  Affairs" • 


The  work  of  the  Union  Agency,  including  the  field  fofcoe  attached 
thereto,  is  almost  entirely  among  the  individual  Indians-  This 
individual  work  has  ho  bearing  one  way  or  the  other  upon  the  closing 
or  prolonging  of  tribal  affairs. 

The  territory  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  embraces  the  eastern- 
half  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma,  originally  Indian  Territory,  and  includes 
40  countries. 

The  greater  portion— approximately  16,000,000  acres— of  the  land 
in  this  area  w&b  allotted  to  the  101,259  enrolled  members  of  the  Five 
Tribes.  The  allottees  reside  in  every  section  of  this  area,  so  that 
each  country  has  its  share  of  Indian  population.  In  order  economically 
and  satisfactorily  to  conduct  the  business  coming  before  the  Department, 
a  field  force  has  been  distributed  at  convenient  points,  thus  enabling 
the  Indians  and  the  public  having  dealings  with  them  to  transact  their 
business  before  a  local  officer,  and  the  Department  to  secure  first¬ 
hand  information  from  men  familiar  with  local  conditions.  With  the 
large  territory  to  be  covered  and  the  scattered  Indian  population,  if 
all ’of  the  information  with  respect  to  the  thousands  of  complicated 
lease  and  land  matters  acted  upon  each  year  were  secured  by  sending 
men  from  the  Union  Agency  office  at  Muskogee,  the  work  would  not  only 
stagnate  but  the  expense  would  be  almost  prohibitive. 

of 

It  has  be oo me  the  custom  to  compare  all A the  Indians  of  the 
Five  Tribes  with  the  highly  educated  business  or  professional  man  who 
is  Indian  only  in  name.  Except  that  he  wears  white  men’s  clothes  and 
lives  in  a  log  or  frame  huuse  instead  of  in  a  tepee,  there  is  little 
difference  between  many  full  bloods  of  the  Five  Tribes  and  the  full 
bloods  of  the  western  reservations.  Thousands  of  them  live  in  a  rough, 
mountainous  country,  many  miles  from  a  railroad,  and  have  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  business  transactions*  They  need  not  only  every  reasonable 
protection  in  their  property  rights  but  advancement  along  Industrial 
and  general  educational  lines  and  a  more  healthful  mode  of  living. 

Some  of  the  full-blood  Indians  in  the  Five  Tribes  have  absolutely  refused 
to  recognize  present  conditions  of  abolishment  of  the  old  communal  tribal 
property  and  the  substitution  of  individual  property  thereof,  there  are, 
for  instance,  nearly  2,000  Cherokfees  alone  who  haverefused  to  accept 
their  allotment  deeds  or  take  possession  of  their  land,  but  have 
withdrawn  themselves  as  far  as  possible  from  the  well-settled  portions 
of  Oklahoma,  and  are  living  in  the  rougher  parts  of  the  country  as 
nearly  as  they  find  it  possible  in  the  manner  that  their  ancestors  lived. 


Many  of  these  Indians  will  not  send  their  children  to  school.  As  the 
citizenship  rolls  of  the  tribe  have  been  closed  and  no  children  bora 
subsequent  to  March  4,  1906 ,  are  recognized  as  members  of  any  tribe  or 
entitled,  except  as  they  may  inherit  property,  to  any  lands  or  money, 
there  is  growing  up  a  class  of  full-blood  Indians  who  are  likely  to 
become  illiterate  oharges  on  the  community  unless  adequate  provision 
is  made  for  them. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  real  estate  belonging  to  minor 
Indians  in  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  will  exceed  $150,000,000.  Part 
of  th$s  is  inherited  land,  but  a  large  part  of  it  comes  from  the  fact 
that  minors  were  allotted  equally  with  adults  when  the  allotments  were 
originally  made  and  that  most  of  those  minors  are  not  yet  of  age. 

This  vast  amount  of  property  occasions  naturally  a  very  largo  amount 
of  guardianship  business  which  is  handled  by  the  probate  Judges  in 
Oklahoma.  There  is  one  Judge  to  eaoh  county,  and  he  has  certain 
ordinary  civil  and  criminal  Jurisdiction  so  that  all  his  time  can  not 
be  given  to  probate  work.  In  consequence  the  field  force  of  the  Union 
Agency  has  accomplished  a  great  deal  in  looking  after  the  interests  of 
the  minors*  A  groat  majority  of  the  probate  Judges  have  commenced  this 
work  and  asked  for  the  continued  assistance  and  cooperation  of  this 
force* 

The  Union  Agency  has  handled  up  to  the  close  of  the  past  fiscal 
year  many  thousands  of  oil  and  gas  leases  on  account  of  individual 
members  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  mostly  Creek  and  Cherokee.  On 
June  30,  1912,  there  were  carried  on  the  books  very  nearly  9,000 
accounts  of  individual  Indians  with  balances  aggregating  $1,135,033,24. 
This  money  was  deposited  in  banks  and  was  earning  interest  during  the 
period  before  its  use  by  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  Including 
amounts  received  from  the  Treasury  for  transfer  to  individual  accounts 
or  disbursement,  the  Union  Agency  handled  $10,701,624.27  during  the 
fiscal  year  1912. 

Recent  decisions  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  involving 
conveyances  of  Indian  lands  have  paved  the  way  for  the  disposition  of 
a  large  number  of  the  more  than  20,000  suits  to  set  aside  illegal  con¬ 
veyances.  Seme  6,284  of  these  suits  have  been  dismissed  or  adjusted. 
Mwiy  others  could  without  doubt  be  settled  if  the  necessary  legislation 
were  enacted  to  permit  adjustment  along  lines  that  would  do  substantial 
Justice  to  the  Indians,  which  would  go  a  long  way  toward  the 
straightening  out  of  title  conditions  in  eastern  Oklahoma.  The 
Department  has  made  reports  to  Congress  upon  different  bills  seeking  to 
accomplish  this  end  and  pointed  out  the  way  that  it  believes  these 
results  may  be  secured  and  the  desirability  for  such  action. 


F&n*  Loan  D^srax-Ufsnt 


COPT, 


•  • 

rmnrn  or  m;  upb  omex 

State  of  Gklahom* 

Oklahoma,  OX  la. 

January  16,  XS1;: . 

Father  Tftlllm  H.  Eetoha®, 

1326  Hew  York  Avenge, 

Xaahlactem,  B.O. 

Shiv.  Sir* 

you  were  in  ny  off ice  during  the  holiday*  and  epoke 
©f  fura  inking  the  ;oe»b<*re  of  your  Board  with  a  copy  ©f  »y  little  Rock 
®I«eeh  on  Indian  titk«,  I  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  Oklahoma  offi¬ 
cial  Red  Book  which  was  then  being  printed  had  a  copy  of  this  address* 
in  it.  I  im,  therefore  ailing  you  to-day  ton  copies  of  volume  tl  of 
the  Red  Book,  on  page  81  if  which  y mi  will  find  ny  addreea.  I  would 
greatly  appreciate  it  if  you  would  put  than  into  the  h&nde  of  the 
Bciufd  «*ber»  &«  I  very  much  de«ir*  the  well  *t»he*  of  thin  Board 
in  «y  »pplicRii«i  for  A»»i»tant  Attorney  General  fer  the  Interior 
Depar  t»en  t . 

Volume  1  of  this  Red  Bock  i*  &  compilation  of  all  the . Count Itu- 
tiena  and  Treatise  and  Acta  ©f  Congre**  affecting  the  Five  Civilised 
Tribes,  together  with  a  gr*at  *aa»y  pieutre^  of  the  early  tribal  leg¬ 
islatures  and  courts.  If  my  of  the  camber  a  ef  your  Beard  would  de¬ 
sire  thi*i  to  lure  I  will  hr?  glad  to  secure  the  ease  and  furnish  thee, 

**  J  feel  that  the  information  therein  contained  ^oul.i  be  of  oonsid- 
crtable  interest  to  your  Board. 

Tory  respectfully, 

("ig »e«i)  Fix*/  Fit*r «*rick. 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


Washington#  D.  C. 

January  16,  1913* 


To  Mothers  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners* 

Enclosed  (unless 

already  distributed  at  the  recent  3oard  meeting)  are  documents  as 
follow os 

1*  Printed  regulations  for  travel  expenses  effective  January 
1st,  1913 •  These  apply  in  every  respeot  to  travel  by  members  of 
the  T3oard  except  that  in  accordance  with  a  recent  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  members  may  incur  up  to  88  per  day  for 
board  and  lodging  and  may  travel  on  limited  and  extra  fare  trains. 

2.  A  paper  read  to  the  Board,  January  15,  by  F.  H.  Abbott, 

Aoting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  with  enclosures  showing  the 
volume  of  Indian  Office  mail  and  the  new  regulations  governing 
inspection.  In  accordance  with  Mr.  Abbott's  request  that  a 
committee  of  the  Board  investigate  the  work  and  methods  of  the  Indian 
Office,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Commissioners  Eliot,  Ayer  and 
Ketcham,  was  named  for  the  purpose. 

3.  Copy  of  justification  for  increase  in  estimate  for 

purchase  and  transportation  of  Indian  supplies*  These  copies  were 
received  this  morning  from  the  Aoting  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  who  in  his  letter  says,  "I  believe  the  need  of  this  increased 

Appropriation  *  *  it  will  be  apparent  to  the  Hoard  from  a 

reading  of  this  memorandum,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  able 

to  influence  appropriate  legislation  on  this  item*. 

4.  (Under  separate  cover)  50  envelopes,  report  size.  Recent 
legislation  which  provides  that  all  public  documents  are  distributed 
through  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  leaves  a  considerable 
supply  of  these  envelopes  which  had  been  intended  to  carry  this  year's 
report.  They  are  accordingly  sent  with  the  thought  that  they  may 

be  of  some  use  to  the  individual  members.  If  any  member  lacks  other 

sizes  of  envelopes  or  paper  for  Board  use  they  can  be  promptly 

furnished  on  application. 


T5  y 


Justification  fbr  Inornate  in  .atl- 
navto  for  .  ar »;'*-«  and  Trans¬ 
portation  of  Indian 
f  -..pplian . 


•  rior  to  the  fiscal  y^ar  191  f*  t.1  e  was 


annually  appropriated  for  aav^rni  years  by  Commas 
for  the  purchase  and  transportation  of  Indian  «up- 

, 

annually  f*r  ttlafVBfMm  and  telephO  i 
t  v’  ■»  "‘t  amount  usable  fo-  ot'-  or  purposes  301, OCX  >  . 

In  addition  to  thi’-  amount  t*  * r  ••■nr  annually  ap;  ~a- 

•ifti 

10|  IndlusiTO,  ranged  as  folia -b: 


,  /• 

ta,v  . 

•  , 

, 

r.7,7r.:5-fKi 


i90ft 

19C7 

1908 

1909 
1910, 


It  •will  be  ween  from  t'  in  statement  that 

.  •  . 

'or  pur  I  Lion  , 

.  .  ,  nr/-  telephoning*  ap¬ 
proximately  per  -  nnuw. 


.  1  11. 

*gkm  ,  i  mmmrn  » n  «*- 

I  i»«d  durins  the  year.  The  *■«*  of  -,285,000 

ms  'ed  for  and  appropriate*  for  the  fiscal  year 
f  mi  beo n  iMwAid*  In  both  of 

tfceee  yearn  the  estimate  of  t)  1«  Of  Mo©  m.  recuood 

, 

amount  of  the  ootliaata  had  to  Yao  r  niuond  ani  not 
beoauH*  the  need  for  the  entire  amount  vaa  tr.^n 

in  prerloua  years. 

a.;  year  ti  a  ap ,  ropriat  ion  for  the  pur- 
ahAtsd  art!  tmneport^tlo  of  Indian  suppJiej  -.m-  been 
more  eavlly  drawn  on  at  a  result  of  the  policy  irv 
a»j{' crated  at  .in  v  >  last  few  years  of  requiring 
more  extensive  advertising;  for  supplied  and  -,vid«ning 

■  ..  .  .  I  .  ri  .  ■  f  li 

,7a«  fa n&u rly  knov; n  ao  r;-?s  ket  pure  useo*  -  that 

is  pura  aflfi  hot  included  in  the  regular  eotimt#  for 
eupplieo  submitted  annually  by  -»aoh  eupori  nte  nuent  in 
-  '  , 


ag '  .  ,  H  a  Veen 

called  upon  to  a  greater  extent  to  purovA*e  and  ship 
that  das*  of  goods  and  supplies,  because  t he  quo¬ 
tations  received  through  tho  warehouse©  were  more 
favorable  in  price,  freight  t  0  or  or  meant  rates  in- 
,  . 

Tho re  ia  no  question  but  that  thiu  m ithoa 
of  purchasing  is  of  advantage  to  tho  Government  on 
account  of  v  »  -.^1%  effected:  ‘it  it  o  appens 
t.'  at  t'-o  freight  charges  on  the  .code  pur  i  lawcd  away 
from  tho  agwnoy  ami  oohool  and  shipped  on  Government 
B  Vt  are  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  tho  purOiase 
■  “ 1  t ft no p o rta t ion  o  t  a up 2 ioe,  an!  om; 
oo»t  charged  to  the  support  fund  of  tho  school  or 
'  -  * 

. 

coot  la  charged  to  tho  support  fund  of  that  particular 
school  or  agunoy. 

It  1»  liJc* ?ia»  true  that  this  method  of  pur- 
r  n‘  1  ’i  •  a  ,  iuee, 

thereby  requiring  larger  clerical  force®  ind  inoreais- 

i  t  s  ■  . 

Likewise,  it  io  true  that  purchasing  at  distant  points 


. 

apoo tore  t  thoe  ;  points  th>?  «xpan»«M  incident  to 
th«»o  i  ftopaotio  inol  ‘Ir^;  this  artl  rry  of  the*  lraipao- 
,  .  '  '  ■  '  ■  * 

transport;. tior.  friar,  th«  nearoot  railroad  point  of  do- 
liv  ery  to  t u'j  ,ooi  or  nsy,  except  in  tbo  iowx 

,  i  l  on& 

t:  i;  line  have  boo  ore*?  grantor,  duo  to  our  a  hipping 
■  :.  ;  ,  • 
ihl  oOnt motor  doliTorod  at  tha  oohool  or  agamy,  tho 
Pauline  sra.  <iono  by  rim  or  at  ia  expo r.  .-?•  Thi«  itom 
I 

i  v  -  -.1 

An  #tat-:?d  fc*#orfj#  hilo  thi.o  mot  Hod  r-:,<uit’5  in  an 

aotv.al  saving  of  a  on#  Ida  mV  1#  mo  my  to  the  Gov  .?  rnmant , 
the*  anvirjg  is  mado  at  tho  expo  ma  of  tho  t  mraporta- 

.  .  .  ■  - 

tion  o'*  ork  on  this  plan: 

- , 

Hi,  * 

,  , 


-5* 


Ffisi  ©f  jo.  i.  t  Duluth ,  .  3*39  par  ton,  $3,390*  K) 

.  3  • 

.  , 


•  •  r* 

,  9,900*00 

N-tt  Xafti  {; ran t  jadu'otad  from  above 

tariff  eaten,  1,646-00 

Aotual  jorat  to  Government  delivered  at 

,  , 

- 


•  ,  '  •  t  l.  i  .  , 

. 


o'"  -.soul';  rwf-i  paid  from  «.  V  euppo rt  fun-  of 

. 

uotati  or,  .,.t  uluth  tb.j  coal  oould  bo  pu,ro Via - ucl  at  -*3390 
n  » ■  ipy  s  at  ’  rato  from  Joilut}:  to  riandroau 

for  C’:50 ,  die'*.,  :"i  vi  cider  been  p«r*itt to  ii  s— 

Jiv  ;r  t:-  ■  seal  at  Planrireau,  oul  leave  joat  the  Gov  - ro- 

,  rr  •,  •  •••  :  »  v.»v  rflp  nt 

■  i  i  aril 


504, 

added  to  tv>  oo»t  at  ulut‘%  isatlco : *  -the  purchase  prio?  of 


-  :  . 

rice  at  Slandrenu,  £5600,  ami  comparing  it  it),  the  price 
actually  paid,  it  /ill  to  rioted  that  the  Gcv  rrmant  waved 
an  actual  bom  fide  saving.  In  making  v  i  aaTiqg, 
j  NS  Ituit  IMt  Xlialflftu  aps.  -.variation 

i  * barged  only  r 1 i h  $3350.00  the  cost  trio©  at  i-uluth, 

:  the  titssyirtitifR  fund.  in 

ot>.  ;r  .vord'  ,  to  mxi?  a  ;-avi  n  .  to  tb  :  Gov  <  fluent  of  11-1646, 
it  ■  o i  I 

-rv  the  saving  i  not  only  r.n.b  -  to  the  Got  fawnt  but 
likewise  to  the  support  fun  of  the  school,  Mob  coiv 
-ervoo  by  the  tnmssactio  n  ,2;  50  for  expenditure  far  other 
pu rpoaee. 

h  i  j  -O'.  n  i  -1  •  c  o',  v  V :  ;Vi ry 

0  ay 

'hi.-  plan  cannot  b*  carried  out  with  an 

appropriation  of  ioh.*5 ,  *V>0 .  Mu--  woney  i>;  repaired 
*tatloit  fund,  and  failure  to  g«t  the 

imm  ad  appropriation  *111  mean  that  the  Offioe 
-;.t  return  to  the  ol  .lan  of  toying  supplies  u«- 


y ,  i«»B  of  .any 

that  ml  lit  be  received  specifying  delivery  t  come  distant 
point.  While  this  latter  plan  *1 

for  the  tramportation  of  aun  liee,  it  will  diminish  the  use 
to  which  the  sun  or t  fund*  of  the  echo  1®  rd  aftenci*®  may  0 
put,  rd  &i®o  will  ^o®t  the  Government  an  amount  at  -»t 
equal  to  the  eduction*  received  on  account  of  land  p;rant 
on  efeijneente  covered  by  Settna 

In  view  of  the  complex  n  itione  affecting 
the  purohaee  n&  ®i  i  raent  of  g  ;  13  9  for  e  Indian  Ser- 
*/io©,  it  i»  m  ,  but  Absolutely  impoeeible 

to  figure  in  advance  the  amount  that  would  be  needed  for  the 
‘transportation  of  »u  alie-,  articular  1  y  here  t.-e  f  tleiate 
0  I.  •»  I  I  be,  j  rlor  to  Un  awarding 

of  the  contract*.  That  Coaqreee  h&a  realised  this  condition 
of  aff  ire  1®  evidenced  by  the  deficiency  appropri  tiona 
which  ha-/#  been  made  in  connection  with  thi*  regular 

. 


xm  FI  CATION  o:  fifft  pfovifo. 

Tne  process  of  formal  y  .dvertielr.'  in 
new$$;apeT a  Cor  bl  »  or  the  construction  of  buildings 
In  the  Service  nd  for  purchases  involving  larra  amount* 
of  money,  kee  it  neoess&ry,  to  affect  *n  economical  ^nd 
efficient  %.,mini*  U  a  tio»#  to  ueviee  «©»•«  flan  or  Uo  elimi¬ 
nation  in  certain  in .-v  noee,  It  i*  a  slow  nd  unsotis factory 
process  to  oivertiae  these  lar&e  projects  nd  in  the  end  find 
that  none  of  the  bide  received  are  acceptable  for  one  reason 
or  another.  Having  advertised 

prope  r  ,  the  law,  which  wae  enaotc  *  rirarily  to  obtain 

i 

with.  It  will  result  in  a  (-ore  efficient  administration  if 
in  ’>.uoh  c»‘J89  the  Of  1  4,  with  the  approval  of  .he  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  >?■  e  er  itt.i  to  oor.e  into  the  open  market, 
ana  without  the  formality  of  readvertisin-;  in  newspapers,  ob¬ 
tain  inform*".  notations  fro*:-  local  bidders  rf  other*,  -nd 
have  the  work  u<"ie  in  that  manner,  the  price  not  to  exceed 
the  lowest  bid  -receive, I  *•  ®  1 

tiie  radical  working  of  this  plan,  the  mutter  would  be  re- 
advertised,  but  it  would  be  informal  y,  nd  considerable 
time  save  ,  whioh  often  is  n  ee^.-rUa .  fa  tor. 


JTT^TT FI C ATT OF  n-^yrr 


A®  stated  in  the  ‘ justification  'or  the  in- 
.cre^e  in  the  ai pror r iatio?)  unde r  t.  i--  ae^Unj:  for  14, 
pre  ent  «eh«<ve  of  widely  adTertiein.  "or  Tuot  tiers  on 
ail  the  »u;  ■ ;  lie®  needed,  that  is,  not  only  obtainin'-.  bl  o 
loc  b  y,  but  through  th«  w  rehou^o,  ha®  increased  this  work 
of  th*.»  warehouse#  *ateri •  '  y ,  id  not  only  .  added,  but  i* 
•itixi.  adding  to  the  axf«n*e  of  their  >lr:ini - tr ■■•. fion,  all 
of  whioh  expense  1®  raid  from  the  appropriation  "or  the 

, 

tfce  Otev-srrsMnt  is  -etting  t no  front- y  t  or  t  rour.  •  he  "-Miu*  o 
better  rrio*@  due  to  competitive  bid*,  but  tv.ia  benefit® 

.  p 

dy  hr-  r  exj  .in-  .U  By  routing  he  Indian  Or  ice 
authority  to  »m V«s  •  nr  ■  ^  not  to  exoeod  *500  without  Ivor- 

,  0 

doubt  the  ad  .itlonal  •-.'©<*  t  of  the  com*  -native  ]y  few  it*n*s 
eo  p-urchr.  -e  ;  could  be  offset  by  -the  «*Tinr{  in  f.he  expense 
at  he  «*r«bou$ee  and  In  the  Indian  Of  'ice. 

Also,  there  %.f  numerous  ■:■•■■  here  ~oo'.» 

!  t 

Ti  need  does  not  constitute  *:rt  exigency  un  ;er  .«  •  -••,  and 

therefore,  ee  the  law  reads  at  present,  -  he  dieVureintf  officer 
'•*  no  right  to  buy  -  i tnout  •••.dveriiaing*  ?:.  -  .  .;iy,  therefore. 


- 


incident  to  advertielng,  Interferes  with  the  efficient  a d- 

, 

should  be  vested  In  these  field  men  who,  after  al ' ,  beat 
know  the  ■  ir  f&rtioulor  agenay  &i  ©obocl,  nd 

thi®  Ueoretion  could  be  beet  obtained,  eo  far  a©  the  pur- 
Chase  Of  eui ;  lie©  i©  concerned,  by  enabling  them,  where 
neoeeeary,  to  buy  without  a.dve>  x  i  a  in;-  tc  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  "500,  or.  If  tile  amount  be  deemed  too  high,  a  loner 
one  ul^ht  be  eubeti tut 

y 

a  mini  terliM  the  warehouse# »  Puxohaeee  of  tfcle  kind,  h*i  .  y# 
will  be  made  only  when  deemed  Cor  h©  best  interest*  of  he 

Service. 


JtlSTTFICATlOSf  OF  THIRD  PPCVIS®. 

This  proviso  la  intended  ©ira»  y  to  :ive  to  the 
schools  nd  agencies  the  full  ipproprlation  made  by  Congrees 
for  their  aur por t  nd  maintenance,  Ae  the  matter  stand©  today, 
where  goods  and  ©ur files  shipped  on  Gov  rnoent  bill©  of  lading 
re  oot  in  transit  nd  tie  value  collected  from  the  carrier, 
the  money  must  be  deposited,  If  o  original  purchase  was 
m&de  from  a  fatuity  ^rprepriatior,  \o  the  fund  "’Tie  cell  areous 
Reoeipt®,  Class  I,"  if  fro*  treaty  «  f«d«f  deposits 

»u«t  b  ■  ‘  miw  K«m1j  t  #  0li  #«  j 

"Indian  Moneys,  Proceed©  of  Labor,"  deposit*  m.u*t  be  made  to 


I 


•Hisasllaiieou*  Feeslpte,  e.a«o  3."  if  from  the  proceeds  of 
>  ,  u c»#  «tc*#  mwleetwi  Is  tfea  a$ . g 

by  the  farms  of  bs  school  or  ageas  >  dspoeita  must  be  mads 

,  "  T 

be  uoed  a^ain  wc-  rdin?  to  .aw  without  peal  fio  authority, 
slas^se  :■  r;d  "  ‘efo*ite  pro  back  into  the  ori<rin&  -  fund  to  the 

T 

to  Class j.1  xo  into  the  United  States  Tre  ury  and  may  not  be 

t..",:. 

•  t  ,  . 

origina-;  apr  ropri  tior.  by  that  much,  <*r»d  it  is  to  oure  this 
th  t  the  i  r  sent  proviso  has  been  inserted,  i  ich  -ires  to 
I mdi as  o  m  rsa  1st  mm  it 

shouid  have* 


/ 


Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire, 
62d.  Congress,  3d.  Session. 


Hon.  Robert  J.  Gamble  (South  Dakota),  Chairman 
"  Moses  E.  Clapp  (Minnesota) 

M  Porter  J.  MoCumber  (Worth  Dakota) 

M  George  Sutherland  (Utah) 

"  Robert  M.  La  Follette  (Wisconsin) 

”  Charles  Curtis  (Kansas) 

w  Norris  Brown  (Nebraska) 

n  Joseph  M.  Dixon  (Montana) 

*  Carroll  S.  Page  (Vermont) 

”  William  J.  Stone  (Missouri) 

"  Jeff  Davis  (Arkansas) 

"  Robert  L.  Owen  (Oklahoma) 

n  George  E.  Chamberlains  (Oregon) 

"  Henry  L.  Myers  (Montana) 

"  Henry  If.  Ashurot  (Arizona). 


#  Senators  Gamble,  Clapp  and  Chamberlain  were  the 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  who  receded  from  the  Senate 
amendment  increasing  the  Board’s  appropriation.  While  it  is 
impossible  to  say  who  will  be  the  conferees  this  year.  It  is  probablp 
that  Senators  Gamble  and  Clapp  will  be  two  of  them.  The  House 
conferees  last  year  who  forced  the  Senate  conferees  to  recede  were 
Hon.  John  H.  Stephens  (Texas),  Hon.  Sfcott  Perris  (Oklahoma)  and  Hon. 
Chas.  H.  Burke  (South  Dakota).  Mr*  Stephens,  it  is  probably  safe  to 
say,  is  not  at  all  in  sympathy  with  the  Board,  while  Mr.  Burke 
presumanly  Is.  As  the  matter  will  probably  be  again  fought  out  in 
conference  the  aix  men  named  will  have  the  most  Influence  on  the 
result. 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIO 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  January  20,  1913 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Mr.  Aye r: 

Our  letters  will  probably  cross.  I  have  bad  news  for  you, 

I  regret  to  say.  I  came  home  and  found  my  wife  ill.  She  has 
not  been  feeling  well  all  winter.  She  thinks  that  she  will  be 
herself  again  in  a  few  weeks.  I  also  heard  from  Inspector  Linnen 
who  was  on  his  way  to  Cass  Lake  and  Leech  Lake,  Minnesota,  and 
probably  reached  there  today.  He  will  conduct  a  thorough  inves¬ 
tigation  and  can  be  depended  upon  as  you  know.  There  is  no 
Inspector  like  him. 

My  friend,  J.  Weston  Allen,  the  attorney  of  Boston,  who 
was  with  me  at  White  Earth  part  of  the  time  (at  his  o wn  expense) 
cannot  go  now  because  his  wife  is  sick  in  bed. 

As  Mr.  Abbott  had  told  me  that  he  did  not  apprehend  danger 
for  the  Red  Lake  Indians  for  some  v/eeks,  it  seems  to  me  we  could 
defer  going  there.  If  you  do  not  think  what  I  have  to  propose 
is  best,  you  can  wire,  or  write  me  and  I  shall  return  the  check 
you  were  going  to  send. 


My  wife  is  in  a  highly  nervous  state  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
leave  her.  Mr.  Abbott  said  that  he  did  not  think  the  legislation 
looking  toward  dividing  up  Red  Lake  reservation  will  pass.  Mr. 
Fisher's  assistant,  in  charge  of  Inspector  Linnen' s  work,  said  that 
Linnen  was  going  to  that  country  to  head  off  any  aggressive  move 
on  the  part  of  the  lumber  interests.  I  have  telegraphed  Linnen 
and  am  writing  him  now  a  long  letter.  He  will  do  his  duty  and 
"hold  the  fort"  until  we  get  there,  as  he  that  kind  of  a  man.  I 
shall  know  in  a  week  or  ten  days  the  situation  via  Linnen.  Then, 
if  there  is  no  immediate  danger,  no  harm  will  be  done  by  waiting. 

This  is  the  situation.  I  never  like  to  agree  to  a  program 
I  cannot  ca.rry  out,  as  you  know  I  usually  succeed. 

It  has  been  very  kind  of  you  to  offer  to  provide  "the  sinews 
of  war",  and  if  you  do  not  care  to  have  me  wait  until  I  can  more 
convenienuly  go,  please  say  so  and  I  shall  return  the  check  instead 
of  holding  it.  I  want  to  do  the  right  thing  in  this  matter. 

I  am  more  than  pleased  with  our  meeting  in  Washington.  It  is 
the  best  we  ever  held.  Kindly  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Ayer. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 


P.  S.  Rest  assured  that  Linnen  will  do  his  full  duty.  He  is 
more  competent  on  the  job  -  much  more,  than  I  am. 


January  21st,  1915. 


Honorable  William  H.  Taft, 

President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D„C. 

Honorable  Sir:- 

I  have  known  Colonel  Scott  for 
many  years,  especially  on  his  wonderful 
Indian  work  and  splendid  services  in  the 
United  States.  I  also  met  him  in  Holo 
and  am  familiar  with  the  splendid  work  he 
did  on  that  island. 

I  hear  he  Is  about  to  bo  promoted 
to  Brigadier  General  and  I  feel  very  sure  that 
he  ?;ill  honor  the  position  and  that  no  man  has 
earned  it  hotter. 

I  am  also,  Itr.  President,  very 
anxious,  and  have  been  for  ton  yoars,  that 
Colonel  Scott  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
publishing  his  wonderful  knowledge  of  the 
sign  language  of  the  Indians.  I  am  sure  that 
no  man  living  has  oven  a  small  portion  of  his 
knowledge  on  the  subject. 

I  feel  that  I  am  competent  to 
judge  on  this  question,  as  I  have  got  together 
one  of  the  greatest  libraries  that  ever  has 
boon  collected  on  the  North  American  Indian, 
which  I  have  presented  to  the  Newberry  Library 
here  and  have  always  felt  that  the  acquirement 
of  Colonel  Scott’s  knowledge  should  adorn  it. 

I  feel  very  hopeful,  Mr.  President, 
in  regard  to  the  work  that  the  Indian  Commission 


will  bo  able  to  do  in  the  future  from  the  way 
we  were  received  before  the  Senate  Committee 
and  practically  everywhere  in  -Yashington. 


Yours  very  respectfully. 


January  21st,  1913. 


Hon.  Chas.  H.  Burke, 

Member  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.C 


Dear  Sir:- 


As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Indian 


Commissioners,  and  one  who  has  made  a  study  of 
the  Indian  question  for  fifty  years,  and  have 
collected  possibly  the  largest  library  in  the 
world  on  the  subject,  I  congratulate  you  on 
your  speech  on  the  Indian  guardianships  in  the 
Probate  Courts  of  Oklahoma. 


If  you  can  send  me  a  dozen  copies  of 


it,  I  would  like  to  distribute  them  among  some 
of  the  influential  people  here  in  Chicago,  to 
be  a  part  of  a  scheme  of  the  Commission  to  make 
the  Indian  situation  known  to  the  public. 


Yours  very  t 


J 


January  21st,  1913 


Hon.  James  IU  Graham, 

Member  of  Congress, 

'  Washington ,  D  •  C  • 


Dear  Sir:- 


•There  is  in  the  Newberry  Library, 
Chicago,  the  greatest  library  on  the  North 
American  Indian  in  the  world,  consisting  of 
altogether  about  33,000  titles  that  I  have 
presented  thorn. 

I  an  very  anxious  to  get  the  en¬ 
tire  report  of  your  investigating  committee 
to  permanently  put  in  the  Library.  I  am  also 
a  member  of  tho  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 
and  wo  are  in  hopes  of  making  use  of  your 
report  in  getting  the  question  of  tho  North 
American  Indian  before  the  people  where  it 
certainly  has  got  to  go  before  we  can  shut 
off  the  myriads  of  thieves  that  are  after 
their  property. 

I  am  very  sorry  I  did  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  meeting  you  when  in  Washington 
last  week,  but  was  busy  with  the  Commission 
every  minute  we  wore  there. 

I  think  you  will  be  gratified  to 
know  that  the  Commission  is  entirely  disposed 
to  make  themselves  useful  in  the  future/ 

Yours  very  truly, 


This  lottor  will  also  bo  authority  for  you  to  draw 
upon  ido,  when  tho  nocossity  occurs,  for  $300 . 00  towards  the 
same  subjoet.  Of  course,  it  is  understood  that  you  will  get 
what  money  you  can  from  the  Institution  in  Boston  and  what 
raonoy  tho  Commission  ban  spare,  and  I  have  also  written  Mr. 
Phillips  this  morning  suggesting  that  he  send  it  to  you  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  and  to  havo  it  without  delay. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Mr.  Warren  X.  Moorehead, 


Andover,  Mass. 


Chicago.  January  22nd ,  1913 

Dear  Mr.  Lloorehead,- 

I  havo  yours  of  January  20th  and  contents  notod.  I  arm 
very  very  sorry  to  hoar  of  your  wife’s  illness  and  hope  it  will  ho 
temporary. 

If  you  are  satisfied  with  Mr.  Linnen’s  inspection,  why  of 
course  I  am  and  you  can  return  my  chock  and  I  will  say  that  at  any 
time  we  feel  it  is  necessary  to  take  the  matter  up  again  if  tho 
lumbermen  do  got  after  the  Indians  and  the  Commission  has  not  got 
additional  funds,  I  w;Lll  furnish  the,  money  for  the  work,  and  this 
lettor  will  he  authority  for  you  to  draw  on  my  office  for  $500.00 
to  start  it  at  any  time  it  is  deemed  necessary  hy  tho  Commission  to 
take  it  up. 

I  do  think  that  we  have  certainly  done  some  good  in  our  moot¬ 
ing  at  Washington  and  hope  we  made  it  permanent  to  ho  so.  If  I 
should  take  it  up  with  the  newspapers  hero  to  publish  anything,  we 
could  only  take  it,  of  course,  out  of  the  reports  as  we  have  them 
and  out  of  Hr,  Linnen’s  roport  when  we  get  them..  Of  course,  his 
report  will  go  to  the  Indian  Department,  I  wish  wo  could  arrange 
to  havo  a  copy  sent  to  our  Commission,  hut  that  only  oould  ho  done, 
as  I  supposo,  hy  tho  consent' of  the  Secretary,  although  I  heliobo 
wo  havo  a  right  to  see  any  documonts  at  any  time  pertaining  to  tho 
Indians . 

Very  truly  yours, 

Mr.  Y.'arren  K.  Moorehoad, 


Andovor,  Mass. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


B-a. 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

535  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W 
January  23,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


Answering  your  letter  of  January 


21st,  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  present  members  of  the 


BoardAahe:  T* 

Andrew  S.  Draper,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Merrill  E.  Gates,  1309  Rhode  Island  Ave . ,  Washington,  D.C. 
William  D.  Walker,  367  Elmwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

George  Vaux,  Jr.,  1606  Morris  Bldg.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Warren  K.  Moorehead,  Andover,  Mass. 

Samuel  A.  Eliot,  25  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Frank  Knox,  The  Leader,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

William  H.  Ketcham,  1326  New  York  Ave.,  Washington,  D.C. 
Daniel  Smiley,  Mohonk  Lake,  N.Y. 


Regarding  Mr.  Moorehead* s  trip,  you  have  doubtless 


heard  from  him  that  the  illness  of  his  wife  has  interrupted 
his  plans.  As  to  the  turning  over  of  funds,  I  would  suggest 
that  if  Mr.  Moorehead  has  available  funds  with  which  to  start, 
he  would  probably  get  more  from  the  Board  by  waiting  until  he 
returns  or  until  near  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  when  it 
will  be  possible  to  turn  over  almost  to  a  cent  the  entire 
reserve  that  may  remain.  Were  a  lump  sum  to  be  turned  over 
now  it  would  necessarily  have  to  be  a  little  smaller  than  the 
sum  that  will  probably  be  available  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
However  it  will  be  small  in  any  event  so  the  matter  is  less 


important 


Chicago,  January  23,  1913. 

Hon.  James  R.  Mann, 

•Member  of  Congress, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  soo  tho  Senate  has  replaced  the  appropriations  for 
Indian  affairs  cut  out  hy  the  House. 

From  my  standpoint,  it  is  most  important  that  the  amount 
called  for  for  the  Secretary,  especially  that  for  nodical  attendance 
and  personal  supervision  of  the  Indians,  should  he  retained,  and  if 
the  $10,000.00  is  appropriated  for  the  Indian  Commission,  it  will 
permit  the  Commission  (of  which  I  have  the  honor  of  "being  a  member) 
to  visit  the  reservations,  keep  in  touch  with  the  conditions  and  "be 
able  to  give  unpaid  for  and  certainly  unselfish  information  in  regard 
to  their  condition  to  the  Government. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago ,  January  23rd,  1913. 


Hon.  Shelby  M«  Cullom, 

United  States  Senate, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Senator  Cullom, - 

I  was  sorry  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you 
while  in  Washington  on  the  Indian  Commission,  but  we  were  busy  all 
of  the  time  every  day. 

Your  Senate  .Committee  were  appreciative  enough  to  put 
back  the  amount  cut  out  of  the  appropriation  for  tho  Indian  Commission 
of  §10,000.00,  also  the  amounts  called  for  for  Sedretary  Fisher  of 
the  Interior  Department  for  sickness  and  personal  supervision,  which 
is  very  Important. 

I  accepted  position  on  this  Commission  hoping  that  we 
could  makO  oortain  independent  examinations  of  the1  Indian  reservations 
and  conditions  generally  and  be  able  to  make  reports  to  the  Secretary 
of  tho  Interior  and.  the  President  which  would  bo  useful. 

Tho  House  cut  the  appropriation  for  the  Committee  down  to 
§4,000.00,  out  of  which  v/e  had  to  pay  $2,500.00  for  our  clerk;  §300.00 
rent;  $400.00  for  a  stenographer  and  §500.00  to  havo  our  report  pub¬ 
lished,  leaving  §300.00  for  the  expenses  of  ten  gentlemen  to  examine 
all  the  estimates,  bids  and-  samples  of  the  goods  purchased  for  the 
Indians  and  make  reports  on  reservations,  etc.  We  havo  several  live 
members  on  tho  Board  and  I  know  can  be  of  great  service  to  the 
Government  in  many  ways. 

I  should  not  have  accented  the  appointment  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances  if  there  ha.d  been  any  salary  connected  with  it  or  if  I  had 
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not  made  a  study  of  the  North  Anorican  Indian  for  nearly  all  my  life 
and  I  thought  if  it  was  possible  to  he  of  any  service,  it  was  my  duty 
to  do  it. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


Chicago ,  January  23rd,  1913. 


Hon.  Lyndon  Evans, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Evans, - 

I  mint  to  thank  you  and  Bonnie  personally  for  your 
courtesies  to  UErs.  Ayer  and  myself  while  in  Washington  and  I  cer¬ 
tainly  also  fool  grateful  to  your  Democratic  Congressional  friend 
for  his  able  diagnosis  of  what  Professor  7/ilson  really  thoiight  in 
his  Chicago  speech  and  incidontly  call  your  attention  and  also  his 
to  the-  fact  that  the  Senate  has  replaced  in  its  hill  the  amounts 
cut  out  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  medical  attendance, 
services,  etc.,  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  including  tho  amount  of 
£10,000.00  for  tho  Indian  Commission  that  I  have  the  honor  of 
rattling  around  in. 

Really,  Evans,  all  of  these  things  ought  to  go.  I  want 
to  see  tho  Indian  Commission  composed  of  men  who  are  absolutely 
alive  to  the  situation,  who  will  make  several  examinations  each 
year  of  tho  Indian  reservations  so  they  will  he  abundantly  able  to 
chock  conditions  for  the  Seerotarjr  of  the  Interior  and  tho  President 
and  protoct  the  remnant  of  the  poor  devils  that  are  alive,  if  possible. 

Cannot  you  make  a  personal  &atter  of  this  with  all  the 
Illinois  Delegation  and  othor  friends  to  see  that  those  moneys  are 
allowed  in  the  final  passage  of  the  bill? 

Yours  vory  sincerely, 

|  •.  ..  .  £  .  ■ 


4 


Chicago,  January  23rd,  1913. 


Hon.  Robort  M.  LaFolletto, 

Uni bod  State 3  Senate, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Senator  LaFolletto , - 

I  -want  to  thank  you  and  tho  members  of  tho  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  affairs  for  the  extreme  courtesy  extended  to 
the  Indian  Commission  last  week  in  Y.’ashington  and  also  tho  Committee 
for  the  action  they  have  taken  on  tho  Indian  appropriations. 

I  certainly  should  not  have  accepted  a  position  on 
this  Commission,  Sonator  LaFolletto,  if  there  had  been  any  salary 
connected  v/ith  it,  or  if,  from  my  years  of  experience  with  tho 
Indians  and  in  regard  to  them,  I  did  not  think  I  could  bo  of  somo 
service  in  the  independent  investigation,  etc.,  and  if  this  bill 
goes  through  in  this  way  with  $10,000.00  for  expenses  of  the 
Commission,  you  nay  bo  very  sure  that  there  are  enough  "live  v/iros” 
obl  the  Commission  to  got  the  very  best  results  in  the  investigation 
of  abusos,  etc. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
Washington,  D.C# 


J  anu&r y  235,  1913. 

Tc  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioner a: 

There  are  sent 

herewith  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirby  Fitspatrick,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  to  Commissioner  Ketcham,  and  a  copy  of  voMme  2 
of  the  Oklahoma  Red  Book  for  1912,  to  which  Mr.  Fitspatrick* s 
letter  refers.  Commissioner  Ketcham  says  that  he  was  interested 
in  the  speech  as  a  speech  without  reference  to  the  writer* s 
application  for  the  office  he  mentions,  and  considering  hie 
fitness  for  which  Commies loner  Ketcham  has  no  knowledge. 

If  any  member  of  the  Board  desires  copies  of  volume 
1  of  the  Red  Book,  as  per  the  offer  in  Mr.  Fitspatrick* s 
letter,  this  office  will  be  glad  to  transmit  his  request. 


DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTERIOR 
BOARD  OK  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

1606  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


January  Twenty --third 
Nineteen  Hundred  and  Thirteen 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer:- 

In  accordance  with  your  verbal  authorization,  before  I 
left  Washington  I  had  a  further  talk  with  Mr.  Abbott  as  a  result  of  which  he 
stated  that  the  #500.  difference  in  salary  which  you  told  me  you  would  be 
responsible  for,  might  make  a  very  considerable  difference  in  his  attitude. 

Up  to  the  present  time  however,  I  have  not  heard  from  him  in  relation  to  his 
decision.  I  have  a  very  enthusiastic  letter  from  him  this  morning  in  which 
he  refers  to  matters  which  have  transpired  before  the  Senate  Committee,  as  to 
which  I  had  already  seen  some  comments  in  the  daily  press  which  indicate  that 
the  Senate  Committee  has  unanimously  voted  in  favor  of  everything  we  asked  forAtf 
Mr.  Abbott  is  also  much  pleased  with  the  outcome  of  the  Osage  matter.  He  says, 
•'Our  victory  in  the  Osage  fight  in  my  judgment  is  the  most  important  and  far 
reaching  in  its  moral  effect  on  Indian  administration  of  any  that  has  been 
won  by  the  Government  since  my  connection  with  the  Indian  Bureau.  It  is  one 
that  ought  to  strengthen  the  reputation  of  the  Indian  office.  The  Osag^ 
affair  is  another  White  Earth,  except  thit  in  the  one  we  have  locked  the  bar*0^ 
and  door  before  the  horse  is  stolen,  in  the  Other  almost  the  reverse  has  been 
true.  •' 


I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Moorehead  this  morning  in  which  he 
states  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  wait  for  a  while  before  going  to 
northern  Minnesota,  owing  to  the  illness  of  his  wife.  I  am  very  sorry  for 
this,  but  it  is  evident  that  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  take  the  trip  now. 

With  most  pleasant  remembrance  of  our  intercourse  at  the 
recent  meeting  at  Washington,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 


C-V  DS 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE  ON  I  N  D  I  AN  AFFAI  R  S , 

WAS  HI  NSTON. 

January  24,  1915. 

■  jb.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Sir; 

I  have  your  favor  of  the  21st,  and  note  you  approve 
of  my  action  in  making  public  in  the  House,  the  conditions  in  the  Crow  na¬ 
tion  in  Oklahoma,  so  far  as  the  manner  of  managing  matters  in  the  Probate 
Courts  is  concccrned.  I  will  gladly  send  you  some  copies  of  the  speech, 
which  can  be  mailed  without  postage,  simply  addressing  them.  If  you  want 
a  further  supply  any  time,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  send  them  to  you. 

^ry  truly. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  jjass.,  January  25 ,  1913 

<c 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Hailway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 


I  have  you'S  of  January  22nd.  I  return  your  checJraB 
suggested  "by  you.  I  would  ash,  however,  since  you  have  stated 
in  your  letter  of  January  22nd  that  I  coulddraw  at  any  time  for 
$500,  instead  of  drawing,  which  I  do  not  like  to  do,  that  you  ^ 

please  instruct  your  financial  secretary  to  send  me  that  amount  of 
money  if  I  should  "be  able  to  go  to  Red  and  Cass  Lakes  some  weeks  . 
hence.  Or,  if  in  March  or  April  there  should  another  had  situation 
develop  and  it  he  necessary  for  me  to  leave. 

I  think  my  wife  will  he  herself  again  in  a  short  time.  At 
present,  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  needed  to  help  Linnen. 

You  will  he  pleased  to  hear  the  good  news  that  Secretary 
Bisher  has  just  written  me  to  the  effect  that  he  will  have  Linnen 
visit  these  other  places  granting  full  authority  and  giving  him 
sufficient  time  to  accomplish  results.  Also,  that  Secretary 
Pisher  asked  me  to  give  opinion  with  reference  to  the  new  roll  of 
the  White  Earth  Indians  which  Senator  Clapp  proposes  to  have  made. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  since  Mr.  Hinton  has  made  an  accurate  roll  of 
these  Indians  and  same  has  "been  accepted  by  the  Interior  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Department  of  Justice.  Mr.  Pisher  says < that  with  certain 
changes,  he  is  wil3.ing  to  accept  Clapp's  suggestion  and  I  have 
wired  and  written  Vaux  asking  him  if  possible  to  run  over  from 
Philadelphia  to  Washington  Monday  or  Tuesday  and  see  Pi she r  and 
make  sure  that  Senator  Clapp’s  bill  will  not  undo  our  good  work 
at  White  Earth.  I  have  also  wired  and  written  Phillips  for  in¬ 
formation  and  have  wired  and  written  Judge  Burch. 

Answering  your  question  about  publicity,  I  think  we  can  bring 
that  .about  as  soon  as  Linnen  gets  into  action.  I  shall  take  that 
up  VtfLtt  the  Secretary  in  the  near  future  as  soon  as  this  other 
matter  is  settled. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 


Very  cordially  yours, 


WALTER  L.  HENSLEY.  MO. 


N.  MONDELL  .WYO. 


JOHN  F.  MCCARRON  .  ILL., CLERK 


iltmuu'  xtf 

(HimmtitU'i'  ntt 

txprn'nmmv  ht  the  3lttterun*  Jbywtntent, 

Pasljtttgtmt-  January  25, 


1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Your  letter  of  the  20th  has  just  reached 
me  asking  for  an  entire  report  of  ny  Committee  for  the 
Newberry  Library. 

I  assure  you  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  comply 

with  your  request,  and  in  addition  I  shall  see  that  some 

extra  copies  reach  you. 

Of  course  I  knew  something  of  you  in  a  general 
way  for  a  long  time,  but  the  particular  information  which 
reached  me  through  my  informant,  Professor  Moorehead,  makes 
me  very  anxious  to  assist  in  any  way  I  can  in  the  great 

work  of  .justice  to  which  you  are  lending  yourself.  Dur¬ 

ing  the  last  four  years  in  connection  with  my  Congress¬ 
ional  work  I  have  had  an  opportunity  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life  to  see  something  of  Indian  affairs  from  the  inside, 
and  what  I  have  seen  has  impressed  me  very  much.  The  great 

mass  of  the  people  know  nothing  of  the  Indian  situation, 
and  care  very  little  about  it  because  they  do  not  know 

about  it.  Those  white  men  who  are  in  immediate  contact 


ilnnuu1  ttf  ffuymuntMtm'it , 

©rntmtirn'i1  mt 

ttt  the  Sttfmttr  ili^rnrmu'm, 

January  24,  1913. 


with  the  Indian  see  in  him  and  his  property  subject  matter 
for  exploitation .  The  Indian  is  not  able  to  make  the  best, 
or  even  a  good, use  of  his  property,  and  it  may  be  that  some 
of  the  white  men  think  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  retain 
it  without  making  a  proper  use  of  it.  I  fear,  however, 
that  many  of  them  only  consider  that  the  Indian  has  some¬ 
thing  thay  want,  and  they  get  active  in  an  effort  to  take 
it  away  from  Mm.  Lince  I  have  been  giving  ray  attention 
to  Indian  affairs  it  has  been  my  hope  to  get  the  attention 
of  men  like  yourself  to  the  existing  conditions,  and  I  am 
more  than  pleased,  I  am  delighted,  to  see  the  interest  you 
are  taking  in  this  matter.  I  am  also  more  than  pleased 
that  you  have  chosen  Mr.  Moo rehead  to  aid  you  in  this  work. 
I  have  profound  confidence  in  his  sincerity,  ability  and 
courage.  He  is  a  real,  live,  warm-blooded  man.  He  cannot 
be  swerved  from  a  right  purpose. 

Please  draw  on  me  for  any  printed  matter  that 
has  any  connection  with  Indian  work;  and  I  would  be  greatly 
pleased  at  any  time  to  receive  suggestions  from  you. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


/2?y,  ^/L/iAa. avi/' 


3lrateii  ^>tate& 


COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  RELATION^, 
WASHINGTON  .  D.  C. 


January  26,  1913 


Edward  E.  Ayer,  Esq., 

pailway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


My  dear  Sir: 

Your  favor  of  the  23d  instant,  with  reference  to 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  f 0r  the  Indian  Commission, 
has  been  received  and  noted. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  to  know  that  you 
are  willing  to  give  a  little  time  without  pay  to  a 
cause  that  needs  attention.  I  hope  that  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  will  be  able  to  hold  the  $10,000 
amount  in  the  bill.  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  have 
it  retained. 

Wishing  you  good  health,  I  am, 


Chicago,  January  27th,  1915, 


Eon.  Janos  \7.  Graham, 

House  of  Representatives, 

V/ashington ,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  have  yours  of  January  25th  and  contents  noted. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  courteous  expressions  in 
regard  to  myself,  and  tlie  Indian  Commission  has  got  to  amount  to 
something  "before  five  of  us  stay  on  it. 

I  found  Hossrs.  faux,  Moorohead,  Knox,  Eliot  and  our 
splendid  Father  Hetchan,  of  Washington,  from  the  first  more  than 
in  favor  of  publicity  and  trying  to  educate  the  people  to  the 
condition  of  the  poor  Indians.  The  other  mombors  who  were  present, 
while  they  had  not  boon  very  much  used  to  doing  it  that  way,  fell 
into  lino  and  became  as  enthusiastic  as  anybody,  so  I  really  think, 
llr .  Graham,  that  we  are  going  to  bo  of  some  use. 

I  would  like  to  got  everything  I  can,  and  especially 
every  one  of  the  reports' of  your  Committee  on  the  Indian,  for  my 
Library,  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Newberry  Library.  I  spent  thirty 
years  on  this  Library  and  about  one-half  million  dollars  on  this 
North  American  Indian  Library,  trying  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  pos¬ 
sible.  I  presented  it  two  years  ago  to  the  Newberry  Library,  where 
it  will  bo  forever. 

I  am  also  very  glad  to  hear  you  speak  in  such  kindly  terms 
of  Professor  Moorehead.  He  certainly  deserves  the  thanks  of  every 
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man  in  America  for  tho  action  he  has  taken. 


Tory  truly  yours 


Chicago,  January  27th,  1913. 


Dear  Mr.  Moorehead,- 

Yours  of  January  25th  enclosing  my  chock  for  $500.00 
received  and  contents  noted. 


Of  course,  if  our  appropriation  is  increased,  I  should 


expect  you  to  get  the  money  for  the  Rod  and  Cass  Lakes  ezpodition 
from  the  fund  itself.  My  advancing  this  Donoy  was  on  the  basis 
that  wo  wore  to  get  only  $4,000.00  a  year,  but  if  they  do  not  in¬ 
crease  our  appropriation  and  it  is  necessary  to  make  these  investi¬ 
gations  to  save  the  Indians,  then  my  original  proposition  holds  and 
this  letter  will  be  authority. 


I  sincerely  hope  we  will  bo  able  to  got  Mr.  Abbott  for 


Secretary.  I  think  ho  will  be  a  great  help  to  us  and  I  think  if  we 
got  an  additional  appropriation  we  can  pay  him  $3,000.00,  which  I 


am  suro  will  hold  him.  I  would  be  very  much  in  favor  of  doing  so. 

I  recoivod  a  nice  letter  from  Congressman  Graham  this 


morning  speaking  in  the  highest  terras  of  you,  which  pleased  me  very 
much. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Mr.  Warren  Z.  Mo or ©head 


Andovor,  Mass. 


Chicago ,  January  27,  1913. 


Doar  Father  Kotcham,- 


I  cannot  express  to  you,  Father  Kotoham,  the  delight  I 


had  every  moment  I  was  with  you  in  Washington.  You  are  an  inspiration. 
I  fool  very  hopeful  about  the  outcome  of  all  of  our  work  there  and  I 
know  that  wo  are  going  to  do  some  good. 


Mr.  Moorehead  writes  me  that  he  cannot  go  to  the  ’white 


Earth,  hut  that  Mr.  Linnen  has  been  detailed  for  that  work  and  that 
he  is  absolutely  perfect  for  it,  so  wo  will  got  at  the  true  inwardness 
of  everything  going  on  in  those  three  reservations  through  him. 


I  wrote  Chairman  Vaux  that  in  my  opinion  if  we  got  our 


appropriation  and  could  get  Mr.  Abbott  for  Secretary,  that  we  ought 
to  arrange  to  have  him,  during  the  yoar,  visit  several  of  the  Indian 
reservations  and  have  some  of  us  go  with  him  if  wo  could.  How  splendid 
it  would  be.  Father,  to  have  him  go  on  a  trip  with  you  to  your  numerous 
tribes  that  you  are  interested  in. 


Mrs.  Ayer  Joins  me  in  the  hope  that  wo  may  have  the  oppor¬ 


tunity  of  entortaining  you  in  Chicago  or  at  our  summer  home  in  Lako 
Geneva  during  the  early  future* 


Thankin  you.  for  your  courtesy  while  in  V’ashington  and 
for  the  splendid  interest  you  take  in  this  work,  I  remain, 

Your  devoted  friend, 

4  dM/C/ 


Fr.  'william  H.  Xetcham, 

1326  Now  York  Avenue, 
Washington,  D.  C 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

^  Chicago,  January  27th,  1913. 

30  VJ 

Dear  Mr.  Vaux,- 

I  have  your  letter  of  January  23rd  and  contents  noted. 

I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you.  I  was  in  hopes  that  Mr. 
Abbott  had  accepted  our  proposition  before  this.  I  sail  for  Europe 
in  about  twenty  days  now,  but  if,  in  the  future,  we  should  not  get 

our  appropriation  increased  and  you  need  the  $500.00  for  Mr.  Abbott, 

fa-*-  C^~ 

I  will  be  very  glad  to  contribute  it/v.and  you  can  so  make  arrangements 
with  him  that  I  will  send  it  after  I  return  back  from  Europe.  Of 
course,  if  we  get  an  increased  amount  from  Congress,  it  would  not  be 
expected  that  anybody  should  put  up  their  money. 

I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Moorehead  stating  that  he  could 
not  go  north,  but  that  Mr.  Linnen  was  going  and  could  be  fully  relied 
upon  in  every  way  to  make  a  proper  report.  In  a  TTP.S.,T  at  the  bottom 
of  his  letter  he  says  "Rest  assured  that  Linnen  will  do  his  full  duty. 

He  is  more  competent  on  the  job  -  much  more,  than  I  am,”  so  that  is  in 
good  hands  for  the  present.  Mr.  Moorehead  also  writes  me  that  he 
thinks  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  to  have  these  reports  from  Linnen 
published  if  it  is  necessary. 

If  we  get  an  additional  appropriation  and  can  get  Mr.  Abbott 
I  think  we  ought  to  have  him  visit  six  or  seven  reservations  of  the 
leading  places  every  year  and  keep  us  thoroughly  posted  on  the  conditions 


#s:  - 

and  some  of  us  occasionally  go  with,  him  if  we  can.  If  they  allow  our 
appropriation,  we  could  certainly  do  that  and  that  is  the  very  best  use 

that  can  be  made  of  the  money  and  to  keep  the  people  of  the  country 

posted  in  regard  to  these  reservations  and  the  conditions  on  them. 

I  cannot  tell  you,  Mr.  Vaux,  how  I  enjoyed  you  all  in 
Washington.  I  felt  immediately  as  if  I  was  amongst  a  lot  of  unselfish 
splendid  friends  who  were  desirous  to  do  good. 

I  thank  you  personally  for  your  extreme  courtesy  to  me  and 
have  congratulated  myself  many  many  times  that  we  had  so  good  a  Chairman. 
If  you  ever  come  to  Chicago  while  I  am  in  the  country,  I  want  to  see 
you  sure.  I  shall  be  home  from  Europe  about  the  15th  of  June  and  will 
be  at  Lake  Geneva  until  about  the  1st  of  October,  only  eighty  miles  out 

of  Chicago,  and  will  be  delighted  to  have  you  visit  me  there. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Mr.  George  7aux,  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Bldg., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


My  friend: 


I  have  your  letter  of  December  20th 
cone  erninr:  the  allotment  of  the  lands  of  the 
Red  Lafce  Indian  Reservation  and  copy  of  your 
petition  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Board  of  Indian  Commis  si  oners  \t  11 
have  a  meeting  in  tho  early  part  of  February  and 
at  that  time  I  shall  take  groat  pleasure  in  read¬ 
ing  your  letter  to  them  and  also  the  copy  of  your 
letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  When 
the  Board  Ibb  considered  this  matter  I  shall  write 
you  again. 

Your  friend, 

(Signed)  ]?•  H.  Abbott. 


Bay-mway-way-be-nai s , 
Red  Lake,  Minnesota. 


SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CENSUS 


WASHINGTON  ,  D.  C 

January  27,  1913. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 

Permit  me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  January  22  and  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  do 
everything  that  I  properly  can  to  have  a  sufficient 
appropriation  made  to  enable  the  Commission  to  do 
its  work  thoroughly. 

With  kind  personal  regards,  I  am. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LYNDEN  EVANS 


9T-»  D1ST.,  ILLINOIS 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


WASH  I NCTON 


January  27,  1913 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  "beg  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the 
23rd.  I  shall  see  the  members  of  the  Illinois  del¬ 
egation  and  also  some  other  delegations  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  The  real  question,  however,  will 
he  decided  by  the  Conference  Committee  and  I  am 
going  to  try  to  find  out  who  that  will  be.  As  a 
rule  the  Senate  wins  most  of  its  points  which  con¬ 
flict  with  the  House. 


Very  truly 


Edward  33.  Ayer,  Esq., 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Chicago,  January  27th,  1913, 


Dear  Mr.  Vaux,- 

I  havo  your  lottor  of  January  23rd  and  content e  notod. 

I  an  exceedingly  obliged  to  you.  I  was  in  hopes  that  Mr. 
Abbott  had  accoptod  our  proposition  before  this.  I  sail  for  Europe 
in  about  twenty  days  now,  but  if,  in  the  future,  we  should  not  get 

our  appropriation  increased  and  you  need  the  §500.00  for  Mr.  Abbott, 

Jiff  ** '  * 

I  will  be  very  glad  to  contribute  it^  and  you  can  so  make  arrangeraents 
with  him  that  I  will  send  it  after  I  return  fcswtk  fron  Europe.  Of 
course,  if  wo  get  'an  increased  amount  from  Congress,  it  would  not  be 
expected  that  anybody  should  put  up  their  money. 

I  had  a  letter  fron  Mr.  Moorehoad  stating  that  he  could 
not  go  north,  but  that  Mr.  Linnen  was  going  and  could  bo  fully  relied 
upon  in  every  way  to  make  a  proper  report.  In  a  "P.S."  at  the  bottom 
of  his  letter  he  says  "Rost  assured  that  Linnen  will  do  his  full  duty. 

Ho  is  noro  competent  on  the  ^ob  -  much  more,  than  I  am,"  so  that  is  in 
good  hands  for  the  present.  Mr.  Moorehoad  also  writes  no  that  ho 
thinks  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  to  have  these  reports  from  Linnen 
published  if  it  is  necessary. 

If  we  get  an  additional  appropriation  and  can  get  Ilr.  Abbott 
I  think  we  ought  to  have  hin  visit  six  or  seven  reservations  of  the 
loading  places  every  year  and  keep  us . thoroughly  posted  on  the  conditions 
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and  some  of  ns  occasionally  go  with  him  if  we  can-  If  they  allow  onr 
appropriation,  we  could  certainly  do  that  and  that  is  the  very  best  use 
that  can  be  made  of  the  money  and  to  keep  the  people  of  the  country 
posted  in  regard  to  these  reservations  and  the  conditions  on  then. 

I  cannot  tell  you,  Mr.  Vaux,  how  I  enjoyed  you  all  in 
Washington.  I  felt  immediately  as  if  I  was  amongst  a  lot  of  unselfish 
splendid  friends  who  were  desirous  to  do  good. 

I  thank  you  personally  for  your  extreme  courtesy  to  mo  and 
have  congratulated  myself  many  many  tines  that  wo  had  so  good  a  Chairman 
If  yotL  over  come  to  Chicago  while  I  an  In  the  country,  I  want  to  soe 
you  sure.  I  shall  be  home  from  hurope  about  the  15th  of  June  and  will 
be  at  Lake  Genova  until  about  the  1st  of  October,  only  eighty  miles  out 
of  Chicago,  and  will  be  delighted  to  have  you  visit  me  there. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

7 

Mr.  Georgo  Vaux,  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Bldg., 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 


* 


Chicago,  January  28,  1913, 


Dear  Hr.  Eliot 

I  want  to  tako  tho  opportunity  of  thanking  you  per¬ 


sonally  for  your  courtesy  to  me  in  our  few  days  hard  work  in 


Washington  and  I  know  you  must  feel  encouraged  that  we  had  such  a 


good  roeult  before  the  Senate  Committee  and  it  does  look  as  if  we 


are  going  to  do  good. 

If  we  get  our  appropriation  and  especially  if  wo  got 
Mr.  Abbott  for  Secretary,  wo  ought  to  have  him  visit  seven  or  eight 
of  tho  leading  reservations  every  year,  accompanied  by  some  of  us 
if  possible,  and  keep  tho  public  informed  of  the  conditions  of  tho 
Indian  reservations  through  our  Board  at  all  times. 


I  will  be  delighted,  Mr.  Eliot,  if  I  can  have  an  oppor¬ 


tunity  of  entortaining  you  at  Chicago  or  at  my  summer  home  at  Lake 
Genova  in  tho  near  future. 


Yours  most  respectfully. 


Ur.  Samuol  A.  Eliot 


25  Beacon  Street, 


Boston,  Mass. 


Copy 


John  R.  Thomas 
Crant  Foreman 


Thomas  &  Foreman 
Attorneys  At  Lav; 


Rooms  206-220  Metropolitan  Bldg. 
Telephone  220 


Rev.  William  H.  Ketcham, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Muskogee, 


Oklahoma 


January  29,  1913. 


Sir: 


I  am  sending  you  under  separate  cover  a  copy  of  the 
Independent  of  January  2,  1313.  Beginning  on  page  39  is  an 
article  I  have  written  entitled  "Protecting  the  Indian,  " 
which  I  hope  you  may  have  the  time  to  read. 

I  have  undertaken  in  this  article  to  state  briefly 
some  of  the  facte  about  one  phase  of  the  Indian  situation  in 
Oklahoma..  And  in  that  connection  I  found  a  discussion  of  these 
matters  necessarily  associated  with  the  mention  of  Mr.  M.  L. 

Mott,  a  man  who  in  the  service  of  these  Indians  h^s  had  the 
necessary  courage  and  strength  to  stand  against  the  tremendous 
pressure  of  the  white  people  of  Okla.homa. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  reading  public  receives  most 
of  its  information  about  Indian  affairs  from  exposures  from  time 
to  time  of  great  wrongs  visited  upon  the  Indians,  but  there  seems 
the  necessity  for  those  who  have  the  disposition,  to  publish  the 
facts  about  this  situation  to  the  end  that  Congrees  may  be  in¬ 
duced  to  take  such  steps  for  their  future  protection  as  it  is 
possible  to  provide. 

There  is  in  this  state  a  wide-spread  hope  and  impres- 
ion  that  the  incoming  administration  because  of  its  political 
complexion,  is  going  to  yield  ready  compliance  with  the  demands 
of  the  white  people  here  that  the  government  shall  take  its 
protecting  hand  off  these  Indians  and  deliver  them  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  state.  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  incoming  Secretary,  if  advised  of  the  real  situa¬ 
tion  here,  could  be  pursuaded  to  yield  to  this  inhumane  demand, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  the  gravest  concern  to  these  Indians  that 
the  incoming  administration  should  learn  of  the  situation  in  time 
to  prevent  hasty  action  with  reference  to  this  matter. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

(  Signed  ) 


Grant  Foreman. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Your  favor  of  January  27  afforded  pleasure  to  me. 

I  assure  you  that  all  your  kind  words  and  wishes  are  recip¬ 
rocated. 

No  doubt  Mr.  Linnen  will  be  able  to  handle  the  sit¬ 
uation  in  Minnesota. 

I  am  fully  in  accord  with  you  regarding  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  having  Mr.  Abbott,  provided  he  accepts  the  Secreta¬ 
ryship,  visit  reservations  where  there  is  trouble  of  serious 
nature.  I  probably  would  be  able  to  make  some  of  my  visits 
coincide  with  his. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  a 
Mr.  Foreman,  Muskogee,  Oklahoma.  I  do  not  think  that  I  am 
acquainted  with  the  writer  but  he  has  written  some  things 
that  it  would  be  well  for  the  members  of  the  Board  to  think 
over. 

I  delayed  answering  your  letter  for  a  few  days  in 
the  hope  that  I  might  first  interview  our  friend  Mr.  Evans. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  call  on  him  at  the  proper  hour,  but 
intend  to  do  so  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

In  the  near  future  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  bring¬ 
ing  to  your  attention  several  matters  of  importance. 

I  beg  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  invitation 
extended  to  me  by  Mrs.  Ayers  and  yourself.  If  it  is  ever  pos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  accept  your  kind  hospitality,  I  shall  be  more 
than  delighted. 

Believe  me,  yours  very  faithfully. 


THOMAS  «  FOREMAN 


Muskogee,  Oklahoma 

January  29,  1913. 


Ken.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 


Sir : 


I  am  sending  you  under  separate  cover  a  copy  of  the 
Independent  of  January  2,  1913.  Beginning  on  page  39  is  an 
article  I  have  written  entitled  "Protecting  the  Indian, 
which  I  hope  you  may  have  the  time  to  read. 


I  have  undertaken  in  this  article  to  state  briefly, 
some  of  the  facts  about  one  phase  of  the  Indian  situation  in 
Oklahoma.  And  in  that  connection  I  found  a  discussion  of  these 
matters  necessarily  associated  with  the  mention  of  ^r.  •“* 

Mott,  a  man  who  in  the  service  of  these  Indians  has  had  the 
necessary  courage  and  strength  to  stand  against  the  tremendous 
pressure  of  the  white  people  of  Oklahoma. 


It  is  unfortunate  that  the  reading  public  receives  most 
of  its  information  about  Indian  affairs  from  exposures  from 
time  to  time  of  great  wrongs  visited  upon  the  Indians,  but 
there  seems  the  necessity  for  those  who  have  the  disposition, 
to  publish  the  facts  about  this  situation  to  the  end  that  con¬ 
gress  may  be  induced  to  take  3uch  steps  for  their  future  pro¬ 
tection  as  it  is  possible  to  provide. 


There  is  in  this  state  a  wide-spread  hope  and  impress¬ 
ion  that  the  incoming  administration  because  of  its  political 
complexion,  is  going  to  yield  ready  compliance  with  the  aemanas 
of  the  white  people  here  that  the  government  shall  take  its  pro¬ 
tecting  hand  off  these  Indians  and  deliver  them  to  the  tender, 
mercies  of  the  state.  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  incoming  Secretary,  if  advised  of  the  real  situ- 
aticn  here,  could  be  pursuaded  to  yield  to  this  inhumane  demand, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  the  gravest  concern  to  these  Indians. that 
the  incoming  administration  should  learn  of  the  situation  in  time 
to  prevent  hasty  action  with  reference  to  this  matter. 


Very  respectfully  yours, 


Thomas  &  Foreman  , 
Attorneys  At  La 


Copy 


John  R.  Thomas,.. 
Grant  Foreman 


> 


Rooms  206-220  Metropolitan  31dg. 
Telephone  220 


Muskogee,  Oklahoma 

January  29,  1913. 


Rev.  William  H.  Ketcham, 
Washington,  D.C. 


Sir: 


I  am  sending  you  under  separate  cover  a  copy  of  the 
Independent  of  January  2,  1913.  Beginning  on  page  39  is  an 
article  I  have  written  entitled  "Protecting  the  Indian," 
which  I  hope  you  may  have  the  time  to  read. 

I  have  undertaken  in  this  article  to  state  briefly 
some  of  the  facts  about  one  phase  of  the  Indian  situation  in 
Oklahoma.  And  in  that  connection  I  found  a  discussion  of  these 
scatters  necessarily  associated  with  the  mention  of  Mfc.  M.  L. 
Mott,  a  man  who  in  the  service  of  these  Indians  has  had  the 
necessary  courage  and  strength  to  stand  against  the  tremendous 
pressure  of  the  white  people  6f  Oklahoma. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  reading  public  receives  most 
of  its  information  about  Indian  affairs  from  exposures  from 
time  to  time  of  great  wrongs  visited  upon  the  Indians,  but 
there  seems  the  necessity  for  those  who  have  the  disposition, 
to  publish  the  facts  about  this  situation  to  the  end  that 
Congress  may  be  induced  to  take  such  steps  for  their  future 
protection  a3  it  is  possible  to  provide. 

There  is  in  this  state  a  wide-Bpread  hope  and  impression 
that  the  incoming  administration  because  of  its  political 
complexion,  is  going  to  yield  ready  compliance  with  the  demands 
of  the  white  people  here  that  the  government  shall  take  its 
protecting  hand  off  these  Indians  and  deliver  them  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  state.  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  the 
President  and  the  incoming  Secretary,  if  advised  of  the  real 
situation  here,  could  be  pursuaded  to  yield  to  this  inhumane 
demand,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  the  gravest  concern  to  these 
Indians  that  the  incoming  administration  should  learn  of  the 
situation  in  time  to  prevent  hasty  action  with  reference  to 
this  matter. 


Very  respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  Grant  Foreman. 


f 

J 
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MINUTES  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  BOARD  OF  INDIAN 
COMMISSIONERS,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C., 
JANUARY  15,  16  and  17,  1©15* 


Wednesday,  January  15,  1915 

10  A.M. 


The  Board  met  at  its  office  (rooms  319  and  320  Corcoran  Building). 
Present:  Commissioners  Vaux,  Walker,  Mocrehead,  Eliot,  Ayer  and 

Ketcham  and  Secretary  Phillips. 


The  meeting  was  oalled  to  order  by  Commissioner  Vaux,  Acting 
Chairman,  who  suggested  that  before  proceeding  to 
DEATH  OF  other  business  the  Board  should  take  proper  action 

with  reference  to  the  death,  on  December  2,  1912, 
COMMISSIONER  of  Commissioner  Albert  K«  Smiley.  On  motion  of 
Commissioner  Eliot,  second  by  Commissioner^ 

S  1ILEY  icorehead,  it  was  voted  that  the  Chair  appoint  a 

committee  to  draft  for  the  records  of  the  Board 
a  suitable  resolution.  The  Chair  named  as  such  committee 
Commissioners  Eliot an<*  Ketcham. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  held  at  Mohonk 
Lake,  New  York,  in  October,  1912,  were  read  and  approved. 


During  the  reading  of  the  minutes  Commissioner  Gates  arrived. 

The  resignatibn  of  Commissioner  Draper  as  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
on  which  action  had  been  defered  at  the  last 
RESIGNATION  OF  meeting,  was  considered.  .  In  view  of 

Commissioner  Draper’s  insistence,  in  a  letter 
received  since'  that  meeting,  that  his  failing 
health  would  make  it  absolutely  necessary 
DRAPER  for  him  to  give  up  the  work  of  Chairman,  on 

motion  of  Commissioner  Eliot,  seconded  by 
Commissioner  Walker,  the  resignation  was  accepted.  In  seconding 
the  motion.  Commissioner  V'alker  spoke  feelingly  of  his  high  regard 
for  Commissioner  Draper  and  his  important  services  to  the  Board. 

'?he  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  Commissioner  Draper  of  the 
acceptance  of  his  resignation  as  chairman  and  to  reassure  him  of  the 
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high  regard  and  affection  of  his  colleagues* 

The  resignation  of  Secretary  Phillips,  as  conveyed  informally 
at  each  of  the  last  two  meetings  and 
RESIGNATION  OF  formally  hy  letter  dated  December  33d.,  1912, 

was  discussed*  Commissioners  Gates  and 
SECRETARY  PHILLIPS  Eliot  hoped  it  would  be  possible  to  reach 

some  arrangement  with  Mr*  Daniel  Smiley,  as 
representing,, the  Lake  Mohonk  Conferences,  whereby  Mr*  Phillips 
might  resumej^ecretaryohip  of  those  conferences  and  still  continue 
with  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  Commissioner  Vaux  explained 
that  both  he  and  Commissioner  Draper  had  made  repeated  efforts  in 
that  direction,  and  the  Secretary  confirmed  his  opinion  that  further 
negotiations  along  the  same  line  would  be  useless*  Mr*  Phillips  also 
expressed  his  great  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  shown  him  by  the 
Board  and  of  its  desire  for  him  to  retain  his  present  position, 
and  assured  the  Board  that  only  his  sense  of  Justice  to  Mr*  Smiley 
impelled  him  to  regretfully  insist  on  the  acceptance  of  his 
resignation.  On  motion  of  Commissioner  Ayer,  it  was  voted  to  accept 
the  resignation  to  take  effect  April  1,  1913  or  at  such  earlier  date 
as  a  new  secretary  should  be  ac+leoted  and  be  able  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office. 

Formal  notice  was  given  of  the  appointment  to  the  Board  since 
the  last  meeting  of  Commissioners  Ayer,  Ketcham 
NEW  MEMBERS  and  Daniel  Smiley* 

The  Secretary  reported  that  after  paying  the  regular  expenses  of 
the  office  and  for  travel  of  members  to  and  from  the  present 
FUNDS  meeting,  there  would  probably  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 

disbursing  agent  about  $180  to  be  expended  before  June  30, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Board  might  direct* 

Commissioner  Moorehead  expressed  his  firm  belief  that  a  bad 
condition  of  affairs  existed  at  Leech,  Red  and  Cass 
LEECH,  RED  Lakes  in  Minnesota  and  his  earnest  desire  to  investigate 
the  situation  and  report  to  the  Board.  Commissioner 
AND  CASS  Ayer  hoped  it  would  be  possible  to  send  Mr.  Moorehead 
to  make  such  investigation.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
LAKES  no  investigation  of  consequence  could  be  undertaken 

with  $180,  part  if  not  all  of  which  would  probably  be 
needed  for  travel  in  connection  with  the  awarding  of  contracts  for 
Indian  supplies.  Commissioner  Ayer  thought  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  raising  outside  funds,  if  necessary,  and  suggested 
that  Mr.  iloorehead  might  be  authorized  to  go  provided  funds  could 
be  secured*  Commissioner  Gates  said  that  while  he  was  at  VJhit©  Earth 
in  1909  the  Indians  had  repeatedly  expressed  to  him  a  wish  that  the 
Board  might  investigate  conditions  to  the  north  of  them.  He  also 
suggested  that  the  co-operation  of  Joseph  R.  Farr,  Late  Superintendent 
of  Logging  in  the  Indian  Service,  would  bo  valuable  to  the  work  of  any 
investigating  committee  because  of  Mr.  Farr’s  expert  knowledge  of 
timber  conditions  in  Minnesota.  After  discussion,  on  motion  of 
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Commissioner  Ayer#  seconded  by  Commissioner  Eliot#  it  was: 

RESOLVED:  That  Corami ssi oner  Moorehead  be  authorized  and 
requested  to  undertake,  as  soon  as  possible,  an  investigation 
of  conditions  affecting  Indians  on  the  Leech  Lake,  Red  Lake 
and  Cass  ^ake  Reservations  in  'linnesota,  with  the  object  off 
placing  before  this  Board  the  facta  respecting  the  protection 
of  the  rights  of  the  Indians;  that  his  report  be  submitted  in 
writing  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Board  who  may  give  to  it  such 
publicity  as  may  seem  necessary  or  advisable;  that  Commissioner 
Moorehead  shall  submit  to  the  Board  an  itemized  statement  of  his 
expenses  in  connection  with  said  investigation;  and  that  he 
shall,  if  practicable,  secure  the  co-operation  of  Joseph  R.  Farr, 
Late  Superintendent  of  Logging  in  the  Indian  Service#  provided 
that  Mr.  Farr’s  co-operation  3hall  be  without  expense  to  the 
Board* 

The  question  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  in  the  awarding 
of  contracts  for  Indian  supplies  was  raised  by  Commissioner  Ayer 
who  inquired  whether  a  member  of  the  Board  could  properly 

delegate  his  duty  in  that  respect  to  a  person 
PURCHASE  OF  not  a  member  or  regular  employee  of  the 

Board*  After  discussion,  it  was  agreed,  with 
INDIAN  SUPPLIES  the  concurrence  of  Commissioner  Ayer,  that 

such  delegation  would  not  be  in  keeping  with 
the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Jaw* 

The  question  of  the  attitude  of  the  Board  toward  the  Indian 
Office  was  discussed  at  some  length.  It  was 
RELATIONS  (370  agreed  that  wherever  possible  an  attempt  should 
be  made  looking  to  constructive  cooperation 
INDIAN  OFFICE  with  the  Indian  Office#  On  the  other  hand#  it 
was  urged  by  Commissioners  Ayer#  and  Ketoham 
that  while  cooperation  in  every  possible  respect  should  be  sought, 
the  critical  condition  of  the  Indians  demand  positive  and  pronounced 
action;  that  the  Board  should  be  free#  even  at  the  risk  of  open 
conflict  with  the  Indian  Office#  to  bring  to  light  any  situations 
concerning  which  the  public  should  have  knowledge;  and  that  in  the 
last  analysis  the  Board  should  consider  itself  subject  only  to 
the  President#  which  view  was  apparently  acceptable  to  the  members 
present. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior  had 
included  in  the  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year 
APPROPRIATION  1914,  an  item  of  $10,000  for  the  expenses  of  the 

Board,  which  item  the  House  Committee  on  Indian 
FOR  BOARD  *  S  Affairs  had  cut  to  the  usual  $4000,  and  suggested 

that  as  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
EXPENSES  would  be  in  session  on  the  following  day  for 

discussion  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  desirable 
for  members  of  the  Board  to  appear  before  that  Committee* 
Commissioner  Ayer  stated  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  had  said 
to  him  the  day  before  that  such  a  course  would  be  desirable. 
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After  discussion  of  the  personnel  of  the  Senate  and  House 
Committees  and  of  the  attitude  of  various  members  of  those  Committees 
toward  the  Board#  during  which  discussion  letters  from  several  of 
the  gentlemen  were  read,  the  Seoretary  was  instructed  to  try  to 
arrange  a  hearing  for  the  Board  as  a  body  on  the  following  day* 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the 

ensuing  year*  The  office  of  the  Chairman  was  announced 
ELECTION  OF  as  the  first  to  be  filled  and  the  Board  balloted 

with  the  result  that  Commissioner  Vaux  was  declared 
PRESIDENT  elected. 

Regarding  the  office  of  Seoretary  there  was  a  long  discussion 
during  which  the  candidacy  of  Mr*  Henry  S.  Haskins 
ELECTION  OF  of  Worcester,  Mass*  and  Mr.  John  Herndon  of 

Alexandria,  Va.  were  considered.  The  Secretary 
SECRETARY  reported  that  Mr*  John  SI*  Redpath,  formerly  private 

secretary  to  the  late  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
(Mr.  Valentine)  had  been  suggested  for  the  position  but  had  not 
applied.  Commissioner  Eliot  on  later  investigation  found  that 
Mr.  Redpath  would  not  be  available.  It  was  finally  agreed  that  the 
election  of  Secretary  should  be  deferred  until  a  later  session* 

•  The  Secretary  said  he  had  just  received  a  telephone  message 
from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian 
INVITATION  TO  VISIT  Af fairs,  Mr*  Abbott,  inviting  the  members 

of  the  Board  to  visit  the  Indian  Office 
INDIAN  OFFICE  that  afternoon*  It  was  agreed  to  accept 

the  invitation,  whereupon  the  Board 
adjourned  at  1  P.M.  to  meet  at  the  Indian  Office  at  2:30. 


Wednesday,  January  15 

2:40  P.M. 


The  Scal'd  met  in  the  room  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  the  Indian  Office.  Present:  Chairman  Vaux,  Commissioners  Gates, 
Walker,  .oorehead,  Eliot,  Knox,  Ayer  and  Ketchara,  and  Secretary 
Phillips,  and  Mr*  F*  -  •  Abbott,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


F.H.  ABBOTT  ON 
THE  INDIAN 


It,  accordance 

Needs  in  Indian  Affairs’*  In  which  he  advocated 
an  active  advisory  board  of  non-salaried 
directors,  constituted  as  is  the  Beard  of  Indian 
Commissioners,  who  should  bear  the  same  relation 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  the 
trustees  of  a  college  bear  to  its  president* 

Ee  would  not  disturb  existing  relations  of  the 
Indian  Office  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  although  he 
thought  the  Commi ss loner* s  powers  should  be  extended.  He  urged  the 


SERVICE 


Board  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the  methods  and  work  of 
the  Indian  Office,  to  which  investigation  he  considered  the  Indian 
Office  entitled  because  of  criticisms  that  had  recently  appeared 
in  the  press.  He  defended  the  Indian  Office  against  oliarged  of 
inefficiency  except  such  as  resulted  from  lack  of  money  to  employ 
an  adequate  force  or  pay  suitable  salaries  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  employees.  The  Indian  Office,  he  declared,  must  be  considered 
a  growing  institution,  not  only  because  of  the  continued  incapacity 
of  sc  many  Indians  but  also  on  account  of  the  increasing  labors 
imposed  by  new  laws. 

Commissioner  Ayer  asked  Mr*  Abbott  if  there  were  no  way  in  whioh 
affairs  of  the  Indian  Office,  including  its  achievements  and  its 

handicaps,  could  be  brought  more  to  the  attention  of 
PUBLICITY  the  public,  Mr.  Abbott  replied  that  such  a  course 
would  be  desirable,  but  that  the  Indian  Office  was 
not  especially  equipped  for  that  kind  of  work.  Mr.  Ayer  Inquired 
whether  Mr*  Abbott  thought  the  Board  of  Indian  Commiosionera  had 
authority  to  make  public  anything  concerning  Indian  affairs,  and 
received  an  affirmative  reply*  Commissioner  Ketcham  asked  if  much 
public  indifference  did  not  arise  from  a  false  notion  that  the  Indian 
problem  is  nearing  solution  and  that  the  work  now  being  done  is  more 
or  less  useless.  Mr.  Abbott  replied  that  s\ich  was  undoubtedly  the 
case.  Commissioners  Ketcham,  Moorehead  and  Knox  endorsed  Commissioner 
Ayer's  view  that  wide  publicity  for  Indian  affairs,  properly  conducted, 
should  be  undertaken  regardless  of  whom  it  might  affect.  Commissioner 
Moorehead  inquired  if  the  special  agents  and  inspectors  in  the  Indian 
service  were  required  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
INDIAN  protection  of  the  property  rights  of  Indiana.  Mr*  Abbott 

explained  that  while  heretofore  each  special  agent  had 
INSPECTION  usually  been  confined  to  one  subject,  new  regulations 
had  just  been  promulgated  which  required  inspection  by 
SERVICE  each  individual  of  all  conditions  coming  under  his 
observation  at  any  reservation. 

At  the  suggestion  of  hr.  Abbott,  the  Board  made  a  tour  of  the 
Indian  Office,  getting  some  idea  of  its  various  departments  at  work. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  tour,  at  4:15  P.M.,  the  Board  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  and  continued  its  session  with  the 
same  persons  present  except  Commissioner  Moorehead  who  was  compelled 
to  leave  to  meet  a  lecture  engagement. 

Mr.  J.  George  Wright,  Commissioner  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
was  called  in  and  exhibited  maps  showing  the 
FIVE  CIVILIZED  condition  of  his  work  among  the  Chiokasaws  and 
Chootaws,  explaining  the  lands  and  resources 
TRIBES  of  those  nations.  He  said  hie  work  so  far  as 

purely  tribal  affairs  were  concerned  could  be 


individual 

completed  in  a  very  few  years,  but  theAfull  blood  Indians,  he  thought, 
would  need  protection  for  many  years  to  come.  The  protection  given 
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the  Indians  by  the  district  agents,  he  explained,  was  being  continued 
„  during  the  present  fiscal  year  out  of  funds 

J«  GEORGE  WRIGHT  available  for  administration  of  the  Five 

Civilized  Tribes  with  the  addition  of  $25,000 
which  the  Indian  Office  had  assigned  from  another  fund,  but  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  just  out  the  appropriation  bill  for  1014  so 
as  to  make  impossible  the  district  agency  system  or  a  substitute 
another  year*  He  explained  that  the  cost  of  protecting  Indiana  of 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  was  $8  per  oapita  as  compared  with  §18  per 
capita  for  the  0 sages. 


Mr.  Wright  then  withdrew  and  Supervisor  W.  M.  Peterson  of  the 

Indian  Office  discussed  Osage  conditions?  Mr.  Abbott 
THE  OSAGES  occasionally  furnishing  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Peterson,  who  was  with  the  0 sages  for  about  six 
weeks  in  1912,  during  18  days  of  which  he  was  in  charge 


of  their  affairs,  said  that  the  Oeages  were  being  systematically 
robbed  by  white  men.  The  law  allows  the  Osagea  to  leese  their 

lends  and  collect  the  lease  money  and  they  fre- 
W«  M*  PETERSON  quently  sign  receipts  for  amounts  many  times 

those  they  actually  receive.  One  record  shows 
that  an  Indian  signed  a  receipt  for  §1580  and  received  only  §380. 

Mr.  Peterson  believed  Indians  should  not  be  allowed  to  collect 
lease  money*  The  Indians  also,  in  the  absence  of  receipts,  often 
pay  the  same  bills  several  times.  Much  of  the  difficulty  he 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  Indians  had  been  allowed  to  collect 
in  Indian  villages  adjoining  the  town  of  Pawhuska  where  he  said  it 
was  easy  for  them  to  be  demoralized  and  swindled,  and  where  liquor 
was  sold  not  openly  but  nevertheless  in  great  quantities.  One  Indian, 
he  said,  had  been  arrested  for  drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct 
not  less  than  twenty-three  times  In  less  than  a  year  and  many  others 
had  been  arrested  from  one  to  twelve  times*  The  fines  resulting 
from  such  arrests,  together  with  other  methods  of  swindling  the 
Indians,  enable  designing  whites  to  keep  these  Indians,  who  are 
nominally  rich,  in  debt  a  good  part  of  the  time.  Ke  believed  at 
the  present  time  not  more  than  one  Indian  among  the  Osagea  was  in 
anything  like  the  financial  circumstances  he  should  enjoy.  So  great 
is  the  thirst  for  liquor  among  the  Osagea  that  girls  at  the  Osage 
boarding  schools  had  been  known  to  become  intoxicated  on  perfumery, 
and  it  had  been  necessary  to  secure  the  consent  of  local  druggists 
not  to  sell  them  cheap  perfumes  containing  a  large  percentage  of 
intoxicants.  While  nominally  452  Osage  children  are  enrolled  in 
public  schools  practically  very  few  of  them  attend  any  school  more 
than  two  or  three  times  a  month.  There  is  no  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  0 sages  generally  to  work  or  to  send  their  children  to 
school,  and  moral  conditions  are  deplorable*  Mr.  Peterson  also 
said  that  within  six  months  during  the  year  1912  there  were  23 
murders  In  the  immediate  vicinity  with  no  convictions  and 
comparatively  few  arrests.  Mr.  Abbott  outlined  briefly  the  recent 
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controversy  regarding  oil  leases  with  the  Osage  Council  and  the 
Uncle  Sam  Oil  Co.  and  said  the  Department  of  Justice  was  now  handling 
certain  phases  of  the  subject  in  the  hope  of  breaking  up  a  notorious 
gang  of  grafters  who  could  not  be  touched  by  local  authorities 
because  of  their  strength  in  local  politics. 

Mr.  Abbott  said  he  believed  the  Osages  needed  principally  three 
things;  first,  the  breaking  up  by  legal  prosecution  of  the  gang  of 
grafters  and  the  consequent  creation  among  the  Indians  themselves  of 
ft  sentiment  against  ^raft;  second,  legislation  to  break  up  the 
villages  and  scatter  the  Indians  on  their  allotments;  third,  the 
introduction  of  high  class  farmers  to  give  the  Indians  individual 
instruction  in  industry. 

Chairman  Vaux  stated  that  information  had  come  to  the  Board 
regarding  an  alleged  starving  condition  of  certain 
JICARILLA  members  of  the  Jicarilla  Apache  band  in  New  Mexico, 

and  asked  Mr.  Peterson,  who  was  then  handling  Jicarilla 
APACHES  matters  in  the  Indian  Office,  for  his  understanding 

of  the  matter.  Mr.  Peterson  stated  that  he  had  been 
cn  the  ground  about  the  middle  of  December  at  which  time  there  was 
no  suffering.  He  gave  statistics  showing  that  1555  of  these  Indians 
were  on  the  ration  roll  and  were  receiving  rations  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  support  of  that  number.  Referring  to  the 
statements  of  a  Hr.  Dell,  a  missionary  among  the  Jicarilla  Apaches, 
that  the  Indians  were  freezing  and  starving" to  death,  he  stated  that 
there  certainly  could  be  no  need  of  freezing  as  free  fire  wood 
could  be  had  for  the  cutting.  If  starvation  existed,  which  he 
doubted,  it  could  only  mean  that  able-bodied  Indians  consumed  rations 
intended  for  the  infirm.  The  solution  would  be  to  segregate  the 
infirm  and  protect  their  rations.  Informed  that  parties  in 
Philadelphia  had  sent  large  epiantitiea  of  clothing  to  these  Indians, 
he  expressed  the  opinion  that  much  of  the  clothing  would  be  sold  by 
the  Indians  to  Mexicans.  Ko  added  that  there  was  plenty  of  work 
for  all  able-bodied  Indians  cutting  ties  for  railroad  companies; 
that  it  was  possible  at  the  present  tine  to  make  a  per  capita  payment 
of  #15  each  to  these  Indians  but  that  he  personally  favored  investing 
the  money  in  some  other  way  which  would  better  their  industrial 
condition.  The  chief  danger  to  these  Indians  at  the  present  time, 
he  thought,  was  an  attempt  tc  get  Congress  to  throw  back  into  the 
public  domain  a  part  cf  their  grazing  lands  from  the  leasing  of  which 
they  enjoyed  a  considerable  income.  In  any  event  he  considered  the 
rumor  greatly  overdrawn  and  believed  the  Indian  Office  could  prevent 
material  hardship  to  the  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Oates  it  was  voted  that  tb©  Chairman, 
Commissioners  Eliot  and  Knox  and  the  Secretary  be  Instructed  to 
prepare  an  outline  of  subjects  to  bo  presented  to  the  Cerate 
Committee  the  following  day. 

The  F3oard  then  adjourned  at  6  P.LI.  to  moot  at  the  TT'iite  Hbuse 
at  10  A.M.  the  following  morning. 
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Thursflay,  January  16 

10  A.M* 


The  Board  met  at  the  White  House.  Present:  Commissi onerB  Vaux, 
Walker,  Mo ore he ad,  Eliot,  Ayer  and  Ketoham  and  Secretary  Phillips. 

After  being  received  by  the  President  in  accordance 
CALL  ON  with  a  previous  appointment,  the  Board  proceeded  to  the 
Capitol  to  appear  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
PRESIDENT  Affairs,  but  finding  present  only  Senators  La  Follette, 

A b bur at  and  Gwen,  it  was  informally  agreed  to  postpone 
the  hearing  until  the  following  morning  at  10:20  when 
it  was  expected  a  quorum  of  the  Committee  would  be 
present.  The  Board  returned  to  its  office  at  11:45  A.M.  with  the 
same  members  present  and  also  (Sommisgioner  Knox,  who  joined  the  Board 
at  the  Senate  Committee  Rooms,  and  Commissioner  Gatesi  who  arrived 
at  the  Board’s  office  about  ten  minutes  after  the  meeting  had  been 
called  to  order  at  11:45  A.M* 

The  question  of  publicity  in  Indian  Affairs  was  discussed  at 
considerable  length  after  wh|oh  the  Board  again 
ELECTION  OF  took  up  the  matter  of  electing  a  secretary. 

Commissioner  Ayer  stated  that  he  had  been  impressed 
SECRETARY  by  a  suggestion  made  to  him  that  morning  by 

Commissioner  Ketcham  to  the  effect  that  possibly 
Mr.  F.  K.  Abbott,  then  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  might 
accept  the  position  of  secretary,  although  he  realized  the  position 
commanded  a  smaller  salary  than  Mr.  Abbott  was  receiving. 

Commissioner  Tates  suggested  that  Mr.  Abbott  might  be  hampered  by 
lack  of  influence  with  the  incoming  administration.  Commissioner 
Knox  thought  Abbott  *  s  knowledge  of  Indian  affairs  would  more  than 
outweigh  such  objection.  Commissioner  Ketoham  said  he  did  not  agree 
with  all  of  the  views  of  Mr.  Abbott  but  believed  him  to  be  fair  arid 
honest.  Commissioner  ’Talker  said  he  had  been  favorably  impressed 
by  what  he  had  seen  of  Mr.  Abbott.  Further  discussion' was  postponed 
until  the  afternoon  session  with  the  understanding  that  in  the 
meantime  the  Chairman  should  if  possible  ascertain  informally  whether 
Mr.  Abbott  would  consider  accepting  the  office  were  it  offered  him. 

Commissioner  Eliot,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  the 

preceding  day,  submitted  the  following  minute 
DEATH  OF  COM-  regarding  the  death  of  Commissioner  Albert 

K.  Smiley,  which  minute  was  unanimously  adopted 
MISSIONER  ALBERT  and  copies  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased  and  spread  on  the  records  of 
K.  SMILEY  the  Boards 

The  United  States  Board  of  Indian  Contraisgioners  here  records 
its  profound  appreciation  of  the  character  and  achievements  of  the 
senior  member  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Albert  K.  Smiley,  who  died  at  his 
home  in  Redlands,  Cal.  on  Dec.  2,  1912,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
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For  thirty-three  years  Mr.  Smiley  brought  to  the  meetings  and 
discussions  of  the  Board  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Indians,  a  sound  and  impartial  judgment,  and  the 
serene  optimism  which  was  his  Quaker  birthright.  He  believed  in 
the  ability  of  the  Indians  to  ultimately  attain  a  higher  civilization 
and  he  saw  and  pointed  out  the  ways  of  education,  industry  and 
self-reliance  through  which  the  Indians  must  be  led  into  the 
privileges  and  duties  of  citizenship.  His  associates  recall  with 
gratitude  his  firm  and  gentle  dignity,  his  highminded  devotion  and 
his  gracious  hospitality. to  them  and  to  many  of  the  friends  of  the 
Indian  at  Mohonk  Lake.  He  was  wise  in  his  counsels,  broad  in 
his  sympathies,  lofty  in  spiritual  vision.  His  memory  will  always 
be  an  encouragement  and  a  blessing. 


Commissioner  Eliot  referred  to  the  request  made  the  preceding 
day  by  Mr.  Abbott,  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian 
PROPOSED  Affairs,  that  the  Board  appoint  a  committee  to 

investigate  the  methods  and  work  of  the  Indian 
INVESTIGATION  Office,  and  moved  that  the  Chairman  be  requested  to 
appoint  such  a  committee.  The  motion  was  seconded 
OF  INDIAN  by  Commissioner  Ketcham  but  was  temporarilly 

withdrawn  to  afford  time  for  informal  discussion. 


OFFICE 


It  was  voted  that  Mr.  S.  M.  Brosius  of  the 
Indian  Rights  Association  should  be  asked  to  appear  before  the  Board 
at  E;30  P.M.  for  presentation  of  such  matters  as  he  might  deem  of 
special  importance.  Commissioner  Ketcham  suggested  that  Governor 
Victor  J.  Locke,  Jr.  of  the  Choctaw  Nation,  and  the  Choctaw  tribal 
attorney,  Mr.  P.  J.  Hurley,  be  invited  to  present  conditions  among 
the  Choctaws,  and  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  be  so  invited. 


The  Board  then  adjourned  at  12; 50  until  2;30  P.M. 


Thursday,  January  16,  2:30  P.  :. 

The  Board  met  at  its  office.  Present;  Commissioners  Vaux, 
Walker,  doorehead,  Eliot,  Knox  and  Ketcham,  and  Secretary  Phillips. 


Mr.  S 


WATER 

RIGHTS 


S.  M. 

BROSIUS 

that  they 


.  M.  Brosius  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  appeared 
and  made  a  plea  for  more  liberal  treatment  of  Indians  in 
connection  with  irrigation  and  water  rights,  speaking 
particularly  of  the  Colorado  River  and  the  Yuma  projects. 

He  also  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  Yakima  situation 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  here  and  elsewhere  in  the 
Indian  country  if  an  arbitrary  amount  of  water  is  to  be 
allowed  to  Indians,  it  should  be  based  not  on  their  present 
profitable  use  but  on  their  future  prospects.  He  also 
mentioned  as  a  pressing  case  the  question  of  land  in  the 
"Leupp  Extension"  which  ten  years  before  had  been  set  apart 
temporarily  for  the  use  of  the  Navajos  with  the  understanding 
were  to  be  allotted  and  the  balance  of  the  lands  thrown 
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open  to  the  settlement.  None  of  the  land  having  been  allotted, 
oenator  Ashuret  of  New  Mexico  insists  that  the  land  be  opened. 

A  tentative  proposal  to  allot  a  strip  of  land  north  of  the  Little 
Colorado  Kiver  Mr.  Brosius  thought  would  not  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Indians,  and  moreover  the  Indian  Office  claims  it  is  not  in  a 
position  to  allot  the  land  at  this  time.  Mr.  Brosius  withdrew  at 
3  P.M. 


The  members  present  then  proceeded  to  the  office  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  where  they  were  Joined 
CALL  ON  by  Commissioner  Ayer  and  received  by  Secretary 

Fisher  who  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Board 
SEC RET ARY  would  become  increasingly  active  in  Indian  affairs. 


OF  INTERIOR 

Board* s  office 


At  4:30  P.M.  the  same  members  who  had  called 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  returned  to  the 
and  continued  the  session. 


The  Chairman  announced  to  the  Board  that  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  given  him  at  the  morning  session,  he  had 
ELECTION  OF  conferred  with  Mr.  Abbott  regarding  the  secretaryship 
and  that  Mr.  Abbott  had  agreed  to  consider  the 
SECRETARY  matter  carefully. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Eliot,  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to 
ballet  for  a  secretary,  the  result  of  the  ballot  being  that  seven 
votes  were  cast,  all  of  them  for  Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott,  who  was  declared 
elected  secretary,  subject  to  his  acceptance. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Ayer,  it  was  voted  that  the  Chairman 
and  Commissioner  Eliot  and  Ketcham  be  appointed  a  committee  with 
power  to  select  a  secretary  in  the  event  that  Mr.  Abbott  should  not 
accept  the  position. 


On  motion  of  Commissioner  Eliot,  it  was  voted  that  the  present 
secretary  be  instructed  to  request  the  Secretary  of 
DISBURSING  the  Interior  to  appoint  the  next  secretary  of  the 
Board  as  its  next  disbursing  agent. 

agb:nt 


It  was  voted  that  at  9:30  the  following  morning 
a  hearing  should  be  given  to  Hon.  H.  3.  F.  Macfarland,  legal 
representative  of  the  Protestant  Home  Missions  Council. 


Commissi^] 


WHITE 

EARTH 


Justice, 

Moorehead. 


r%st%r'?'r'&  very  ’BfcftSliW  SPWtwent 

the  progress  of  prosecutions  in  the  White  Earth  cases, 
and  after  discussion  it  was  voted  to  give  a  hearing  the 
following  afternoon  either  to  Judge  M.  C.  Burch  or  to 
his  assistant,  Mr.  0*Brien,  of  the  Department  of 
as  might  be  arranged  with  these  gentlemen  by  Commissioner 


On  motion  of  Commissioner  Eliot,  seconded  by  Commissioner  Walker, 

METHODS  AND  WORK  ^  ***' 

OF  TNnTAN  nswrw  VOTED:  That  the  Chair  appoint  a 

Ob  INDIAN  OB f ICE  committee  of  three  on  methods  and  work 

of  the  Indian  Office . 


On  motion  of  Commissioner  Knox,  seconded  by  Commissioner 
Ketcham  it  was, 

PUBLICITY 

VOTED:  That  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee 
of  three  on  publicity. 


The  Board  then  adjourned  at  5:40  P.M.  until  9:30  the  following 
morning. 


Friday,  January  17 

9:30  A.M. 

The  Board  met  at  its  office.  Present:  Commissioners  Vaux, 

Talker,  Moorehead,  Ayer  and  Ketcham  and  Secretary  Phillips. 

Hon.  H.  B.  F.  Macfarland,  Counsel  for  the  Home  Missions  Council 
of  Protestant  Churches,  appeared,  expressed. the 
HOME  MISSIONS  gratification  of  the  Home  Missions  Council  at 
the  active  part  taken  in  Indian  affairs  by  the 
COUNCIL  Board  and  offered  the  services  of  the  Horae 

Missions  Council  In  any  way  the  Board  might  desire. 

The  subject  of  mescal  or  peyote  was  brought  up  by  Commissioner 

Talker  and  discussed  by  him,  Mr*  Macfarland  and  Commissioners 
MESCAL  Vaux  and  Ketcham.  It  was  finally  agreed  that  Commissioner 
Ketcham  should  report  at  the  next  session  a  resolution  on 
the  subject*  Mr.  Macfarland  then  withdrew. 

Diiring  the  discussion  on  the  subject  of  mesoal,  Commissioner 
Knox  arrived. 

Commissioner  ioorehead  reported  that  he  had  conferred  informally 
with  Judge  Burch  and  Mr*  O’Brien  with  respect  to 
WHITE  EARTH  appearing  before  the  Board,  and  that  Judge  Burch 

had  said  he  would  not  oare  to  appear  unless  the  3oard 
would  rescind  the  resolution  adopted  at  its  annual  meeting  in  1912, 
which  the  Judge  considered  a  reflection  on  his  work.  Corami sbI oner b 
Moorehead  and  Ayer  favored  rescinding  the  resolution.  Commissioners 
Vaux  and  Walker  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  advisability  of  so  doing. 

It  was  agreed  that  Commissioner  Moorehead  should  again  ask  Judge 
Burch  to  appear  without  assurance  that  the  Board  would  rescind  any 
action. 
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At  10:50  the  Board  nrooeeded  to  the  room  of  the  Setoate  Committee 


on  Indian  Affairs  where  a  hearing  was  given 
them  by  that  Committee*  there  being  present 
Senators  La  Follette  (presiding),  Chamberlain, 
Curtis,  Page  and  Aahurst.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  hearing,  Senator  Clapp,  Acting  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  entered  and  took  the  chair* 
Representing  the  Board  were  Commissioners 
Vaux,  Walker,  Mocrehead  (part  of  time  only),  Knox,  Ayer  and  Ketcham, 
and  Secretary  Phillips.  Chairman  Vaux,  as  principal  spokesman  for 
the  Board,  urred  the  inclusion  in  the  pending  Indian  Appropriation 
Bill  of  -'10,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board;  $250,000  for  the 
prevention  and  treatment  of  disease:  $390,000  for  agricultural 
experiments,  employment  of  field  matrons  and  practical  fanners,  etc.; 
-259,000  for  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes;  and  also  the  inclusion  of  -250,000  for  Navajo  schools  and  an 
additional  $100,000  for  the  relief  and  settlement  of  the  Fort  Sill 
Apache  prisoners  of  war.  Senator  La  Follette,  for  the  Committee, 
requested  the  Board  to  prepare  and  submit  for  inclusion  in  the  record 
of  the  hearing,  a  history  of  the  Board  and  its  achievements,  including 
a  sketch  of  each  of  its  members,  and  a  Justification  for  an 
appropriation  of  $250,000  for  the  prevention  of  disease.  Commissioners 
Walker,  Ayer,  Ketcham  and  Knox  also  spoke  briefly  and  assisted  in 
answering  the  questions  of  the  Committee. 


APPEARANCE  BEFORE 
SENATE  COMMITTEE 
ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


At  12:30  the  Board  again  assembled  at  its  office  with  the  same 
members  present  except  Commissioner  Moorehead  who  arrived  at  1:20* 

Governor  Victor  J.  Locke,  Jr.,  an  Indian  and  chief  of  the 

Choctaws,  came  before  the  Board  and  explained  that  • 

THE  CHOCTAWS  detailed  figures  regarding  what  he  had  to  present 
were  in  the  possession  of  his  attorney,  Mr. 

Hurley,  who  he  had  expected  to  be  present,  and  he  would  therefore 
be  compelled  to  state  general  facts.  He  said  he  considered  that 
next  to  the  school  question  in  Oklahoma,  the  probate  work  was  the 
most  important.  The  first  set  of  probate  Judges  elected  in  the 
state  of  Oklahoma  were,  he  said,  some  good  but  some  very  bad.  Judge 
Davenport  he  described  as  a  good  ^udge.  McCurtain  county  was  one 
of  the  worst  places  in  this  respect.  One  Judge  Barnes  started  in 
with  practically  no  property  and  in  less  than  four  years,  on  a  salary 
which  could  not  have  exceeded  $2500  annually,  appeared  to  have  r 

accumulated  about  $100,000.  The  Governor  said  he  had  mdo  -an  attempt^ 
through  the  firm  of  McCurtain  and  Hale  to  -attest^  an  investigation 
into  probate  conditions  but  progress  had  not  been  as  satisfactory 
as  he  had  hoped.  It  had  developed,  however,  that  one  man  at  one 
time  held  as  many  as  176  guardianships,  ouratorships  and  letters 
of  administration,  while  another  firm,  consisting  of  two  persons, 
had  about  500  such  papers  between  them.  Governor  Locke  said  he 
had  made  a  contract  in  September,  1912,  with  a  new  firm  of  attorneys 
in  an  attempt  to  get  statistics  similar  to  those  collected  by  Mr. 

Mott  in  the  Creek  Nation. 


Asked  about  the  district  agents.  Governor  Locke  said  he  considered 
their  work  generally  good,  although  there  had  been  instances  where 
things  were  handled  pretty  badly.  Some  of  the  agents  are  not 
practical  and  want  the  Indians  to  do  things  that  cannot  be  done. 

He  was  emphatic  however  in  saying  that  his  people  vastly  nreferred 
the  district  agents  to  the  state  authorities  in  the  handling  of  their 
matters. 

Asked  how  graft  could  go  largely  unchecked,  he  explained  that 
in  tiie  little  town  of  Hugo  are  forty  men  practicing  law  in  the 
railroad  business.  They  as  well  as  the  professional  guardians  are 
almost  all  in  politics.  There  are  good  people  but  they  are  too 
little  interested  or  too  busy  to  give  time  to  Indiem  matters.  The 
reason  the  friends  of  the  Indian  cannot  secure  his  protection  in 
Oklahoma  is  simply  becausa-the  politicians  are  too  well  organized 
and  too  strong  for  them.  Sr  Speaking  of  the  "Snakes"  or  reactionaries, 
of  whom  Governor  Locke  said  his  nation  had  probably  800  to  1000,  he 
expressed  the  opinion  that  they  were  the  best  element  of  the  tribe, 
industrious  and  reliable.  Very  few  of  them  accept  their  regular 
payments  from  the  Government.  They  send  their  children  to  school, 
although  they  themselves  are  not  educated. 

Turning  to  the  subject  of  schools.  Governor  Locke  said  his 
nation  at  present  had  no  definite  school  policy  and  that  many  children 
were  not  in  school.  He  cited  cases  near  hi a  home  where  in  one 
place  about  15  and  in  another  place  about  35  children  were  attending 
no  school.  Asked  why  this  was  the  case,  the  Governor  said  that  a 
great  many  of  the  Indians  did  not  want  their  children  to  attend  school 
with  the  class  of  whites  therein,  but  that  as  a  natter  of  fact  those 
Indian  children  who  did  try  to  attend  were  made  uncomfortable  and 
their  attendance  discouraged,  although  the  opposition  to  their 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  whites  was  not  so  openly  manifested 
as  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  In  the  very  earliest  days  before 
the  Government  took  charge  of  their  affairs,  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickas&wo  set  apart  for  school  purposes  the  income  from  their 
mineral  lands#  The  present  law  which  lhaoj  so  rar3}  been  largely 
evaded,  provides  that  the  tribal  school  shall  be  sold  and  the  matter 
closed  tip.  The  Choctaws  wish  something  definite  done*  Most  of 
them  are  opposed  to  continuing  the  schools,  and  want  the  money 
divided.  3ut  the  full-bloods  will  never  go  into  the  white  schools. 

The  Governor  advocated  some  provision  whereby  from  the  income  of 
mineral  land  there  will  be  a  permanent  fund  to  maintain  Indian 
schools  as  long  as  there  are  any  full-blood  Indians  there. 

The  Board  adjourned  at  1*40  P.M.  to  meet  again  at  3. 


Friday,  January  17, 

3*00  P.M. 

The  Board  met  at  its  office.  Present*  Commissioners  Vaux, 
Walker,  Moorehead,  Ayer  and  Knox,  Secretary  Phillips  and  Judge 


Burch  of  the  Department  of  Justice.  Commissioner  Ketoham  arrived 
at  3i  20  and  remained  through  the  session. 

Judge  Burch  gave  a  concise  account  of  the  steps  taken  by  his 
Department  to  prosecute  offenders  against  Indians 
WHITE  EARTH  at  White  Earth,  referring  to  unusual  difficulties 
with  which  his  men  had  been  confronted,  including 

_  a  feeling  of  hostility*  which  at  times  he  said 

was  acute,  and  the  necessity  of  having  some  of  his 
JUDGE  M*  C.  men  become  expert  in  the  Chippewa  language  in 

order  that  the  final  relationship  of  some  Indians 
BURCH  oould  be  accurately  determined.  He  explained 

that  the  failure  to  indict  some  of  the  principal 
offenders  on  criminal  charges  was  due  to  a  provision  in  the  law 
that  there  must  be  an  overt  act  in  the  shape  of  an  attempt  to  secure 
legal  title  to  lands  improperly  conveyed.  All  who  had  committed 
the  overt  act  had  been  indicted,  and  one  suit  involvitjga  number  of 
them,  had  been  tried  with  the  result  that  the  court  had  practically 
ordered  an  acquittal,  the  inference  being  that  the  court  and  one  of 
the  jurors  had  yielded  to  local  influence.  It  was  hoped,  he 
explained,  to  secure  trial  of  the  other  cases,  if  possible^  before 
another  judge  and  at  the  May,  1913,  term. 

As  to  the  equity  suits,  he  declared  that  that  very  week  in 
St.  Louis  were  being  tried  before  the  eighth  Circuit  Court  cartain 
questions  which  he  hoped  would  furnish  a  definition  of  the  term 
mixed-blood.  He  said  a  definition  that  it  required  one-sixteenth  or 
more  white  blood  to  constitute  a  mixed-blood  would  enable  the 
Government  to  win  more  than  half  of  its  equity  oases,  or  if  the  amount 
of  blood  were  fixed  at  one-eighth  it  would  mean  the  winning  of 
practically  all  of  them.  The  equity  suits  he  explained  affected 
probably  800  or  900  allottees  and  about  1500  allotments.  Approximately 
two-thirds  of  the  reservation  or  200,000  acres,  about  two-fifths  of 
which  is  or  was  timber  land,  is  affected.  The  principal  timber 
companies  vrhich  had  cut  and  manufactured  lumber  before  the  prosecutions 
were  Instituted  had  been  asked  to  pay  back  the  value  of  the  timber. 

The  timber  that  had  then  been  cut  but  not  manufactured  they  agreed 
to  pay  for.  Timber  sine©  cut  on  lands  affected  by  the  suits  it  Is 
understood  will  be  paid  for  at  reasonable  compensation  in  the  ©vent 
that  title  to  the  land  is  restored. 

Judge  Burch  was  especially  emphatic  in  hie  declaration  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  had  not  in  any  case  been  allowed  to  irun  to 
the  detriment  of  the  Indians.  He  added  that  the  question  had  arisen 
in  his  mind,  although  he  confessed  it  was  probably  a  hopeless  one, 
whether  the  United  States  would  not  have  a  right  anyway, In  spite  of 
such  a  provision  as  the  Clapp  amendment,  to  bring  suit  to  recover 
for  wrongs  perpetrated  on  any  Indians  as  at  White  Earth. 

Chairman  Vaux  on  behalf  of  the  Joard  thanked  Judge  Burch  for 
his  statement.  The  Judge,  in  leaving, 

A  NATIONAL  volunteered  one  suggestion;  namely,  that  in 

his  opinion  the  Interior  Department  should  be 
INDIAN  COMMISSION:  absolutely  relieved  from  the  care  of  the 

Indian  question,  and  that  the  Indians,  with 


their  vast  property  interests,  should  be  put  in  the  hands  of  a 
commission  of  wise,  strong,  intelligent  men,  giving  their  whole 
tine  to  that  work,  as  in  tho  case  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  with  a  reasonable  number  of  assistants  to  oolloct  infor¬ 
mation;  that  the  commission  should  make  a  study  of  each  Indian 
reservation  Just  as  a  trustee  studios  the  estate  of  his  ward.  Guoh  a 
commission  should  take  hold  of  the  work  of  tho  Indian  in  earnest  and 
advise  each  individual  superintendent  of  officer  in  charge  as  to  the 
management  of  the  Indians'  affairs.  The  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Judge  Burch  stated,  already  has  authority  and  legal  existence.  If 
the  members  of  the  Board  <fould  find  it  possible  to  devote  thoir  time 
to  the  work,  of  course  receiving  ample  salaries,  or  if  not,  if  they 
would  retire  in  favor  of  men  who  could  spend  their  entire  time,  he 
thought  the  Board  would  be  especially  fitted  to  become  such  a  national 
commission. 

After  Judge  Burch  had  withdrawn,  the  Board  discussed  hjs 
suggestion,  and  it  was  agreed  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  consider 
it  further  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Aa  a  quorum  of  the  Board  had  not  been  present  at  the  last 
meeting  held  at  Mohcnk  ^ake,  N.  Y. ,  on  motion  of  Commissioner 
Moorehead,  seconded  by  Commissioner  talker,  it  was, 

VOTED*  That  all  action  taken  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
held  at  Mohcnk  Lake,  October  23-24,  1912,  ia  hereby  approved. 

At  this  point  Commissioner  Moorehead  was  obliged  to  withdraw 
from  the  meeting. 

Sir.  P.  J.  Hurley,  Attorney  for  the  Choctaws,  appeared  before  the 
Board  and  continued  the  precontation  of  the  case 
THE  CHOCTAWS  started  earlier  in  the  day  by  Governor  Locke. 

Mr.  Hurley  said  that  in  competition  with  the  whites, 

_  the  Choctaw  Indians  whose  restrictions  have  been 

and  are  being  removed,  are  rapidly  being  swindled 
P.  J.  HURLEY  of  their  property  and  are  becoming  paupers.  It 

makes  no  difference,  he  declared,  how  many  people 
in  the  United  States  wish  to  help  the  Indians,  so  long  aa  there  is 
an  afecteue  through  which  the  Indians  can  spend  their  money  freely, 
their  friends  will  be  of  little  avail.  He  believed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  should  be  divested  of  power  to  remove  restrictions 
from  the  property  of  any  full-blood  Indian,  and  cited  the  Sao  and  Pox 
Indians  as  an  example  of  the  prosperity  that  follows  absolute 
restriction  as  "fcc  alienation  of  land.  Among  the  devices  adopted 
by  scheming  white  men,  he  mentioned  that  of  telling  the  Indian  he 
is  signing  a  lease  when  in  reality  he  is  signing  a  warrantee  deed. 
Another  is  to  lease  land  for  one  year,  have  five  copies  of  the  lease 
drawn  up  and  each  signed  by  the  Indian  and  then  at  the  end  of  each 
year  file  one  of  these  copies  freshly  dated  without  paying  additional 
lease  money. 

At  this  time  (4*30  P.ii. )  Commissioner  Eliot  arrived. 
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Sir*  Hurley  declared  that  Ur*  McMurry,  the  recipient  of  the  famous 
fee  of  some  years  ago,  is  trying  to  lay  a  basis  for  another  lot  of 
claims  in  the  hope  of  repeating  the  performance.  He  was  positive  in 
his  opinion  that  the  rolls  of  the  Five  Civilized  "ribes  which  had 
been  closed  on  April  24,  1906,  subsequently  reopened  and  again  closed 
on  March  4,  1907,  should  not  be  reopened,  and  he  termed  the  pending 
Harrison  bill  providing  for  the  enrollment  of  the  Mississippi  Choctaws 
a  menace,  declaring  that  if  one-half  of  the  Mississippi  Choctaws  should 
b©  enrolled,  the  Chickasaw s  and  Choctaws  of  Oklahoma  would  be 
deprived  of  their  entire  interest  in  about  £35,000,000  of  natural 
resources.  The  bill,  he  explained,  had  been  reported  favorably  by 
a  House  Committee  consisting  of  Representatives  Russell,  Smith  of 
New  York  and  Miller  of  'innesota. .  Mr*  Hurley  also  referred  to  the 
Owefc  memorial  stating  the  claim  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaw©  to 
their  ” leased  land”  as  a  document  of  much  Interest. 


After  Mr.  Hurley  withdrew.  Commissioner  Ketoham  reported  a 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  mescal  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
as  follows* 


RESOLVED*  That  the  Hoard  of  Indian  Corami saioners  reiterates 
its  recommendation  of  March  7,  1912  in  regard  to  the  use  of  and 
traffic  in  mescal;  that  it  urges  the  Indian  Office  to  make 
MESCAL  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  spread  of  the  mescal  habit;  and 
that  it  favors  in  every  way  legislation  and  executive 
action  looking  to  the  total  elimination  of  the  evil. 


Chairman  Vaux  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
committees  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Board  at  an 
earlier  meeting. 


Committee  on  Methods  and  ’Jork  of  the  Indian  Office*'  Commissioners 
KlicV,  (Chairman)  Ayer  an^lfeicham . 

APPOINTMENT  OF 

Committee  on  Publicity*  the  Secretary  of 
COMMITTEES  the  Board  (Chairman)  and  Emmies  loners  Eliot  and 


Knox. 


Chairman  Vaux  also  announced  the  appointment  of  Comraisaioners 
Vaux,  Ayer,  Gates  and  Smiley  to  be  members  of  the  Purchasing  Committee 
for  the  coming  year. 

The  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  request  by  the  Senate 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  namely,  that  the 
DOCUMENTS  FOR  Board  submit  a  concise  history  of  its  work, 

including  a  sketch  of  its  present  members, 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  and  a  justification  of  its  re commend at ifen  &fl 
an  increased  appropriation  for  the  prevention 
of  disease.  It  was  voted  that  the  Chairman  be  responsible  for  the 
preparation  of  the  documents. 
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The  Chairman  read  to  the  Board  extracts  from  a  letter  written 
to  him  by  General  R.  H.  Pratt*  transmitting  startling  charges  by 
one  James  H.  Bell,  a  missionary  among  the  Jicsrilla  Apaches.  The 
matter  was  discussed,  and  the  letter  left  with  the  Secretary  with 
instructions  to  write  General  Pratt  that 
JICARILLA  APACHES  the  matter  had  been  receiving  the  Board's 
attention. 

Commissioner  Ketoh&m  referred  to  certain  conditions  among  the 
Pueblos  which  ought  at  some  tirae  to  engage  the  attention 
PUEBLCS  of  the  Board  but  declared  that  as  the  hour  was  late  he 
would  not  present  the  subject.  Commissioner  Ayer 
agreed  with  him  that  the  matter  might  well  be  taken  up,  and  it  was 
informally  understood  that  it  should  bo  scheduled  for  discussion 
at  the  next  meeting. 

Certain  rumors  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  secure  for 
Oklahoma  men  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Interior  and  the  Commies ionership 
cf  Indian  Affairs  under  the  new  administration  were  discussed,  and 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  Board  that  it  would  be  desirable  in  ©very 
proper  way  to  urge  upon  the  President-elect  the  inadtisahillty  of 
placing  the  management  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  hands  cf  men, who 
regardless  of  their  character,  muet  almost  certainly  be  influenced 
by  local  surroundings  and  sentiment  in  a  state  where  Indian  affairs 
of  such  magnitude  are  always  in  evidence. 

The  Board  then  adjourned,  at  5:15  P.M.,  without  date,  subject 
to  the  call  cf  the  Chairman. 


[No.  89- 


>nd  Series — 2500] 


Indian  Rights  Association, 
995  Drexel  Building, 
Philadelphia. 


To  our  Members  and  Friends: 

The  following  important  article  speaks  for  itself.  Will 
you  not  promptly  write  to  your  representatives  in  the  U.  S. 
Senate,  urging  that  the  items  referred  to  shall  be  restored 
to  the  Indian  Appropriation  bill? 

Herbert  Welsh, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Indian  Rights  Association. 


(From  the  “  New  York  Herald,”  Jan.  n,  1913) 

WILL  MAKE  STRONG  FIGHT  IN  SENATE 
FOR  INDIANS’  RIGHTS 


Friends  of  the  Red  Men  will  Seek  to  have  Appro¬ 
priations  Refused  by  the  House  Restored  to  the 
Bill  by  the  Upper  Body 

SENATOR  MYERS  HAS  THE  AMENDMENT  DRAFTED 

Herald  Bureau,  No.  1502  H  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.  C.,  Friday. 
Although  the  House  yesterday  finished  consideration  of 
the  Indian  Appropriation  bill  and  passed  it  substantially 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  with  about 
$3,000,000  lopped  off  from  the  aggregate  sum  estimated  by 
the  department  as  necessary,  there  is  great  dissatisfaction 
among  the  friends  of  the  Indian  with  the  result. 

The  Indian  Rights  Association  is  preparing  to  make  a 
vigorous  fight  now  that  the  bill  goes  to  the  Senate,  for  the 
incorporation  of  some  of  the  appropriations  which  the  House 
Committee  rejected.  The  association’s  efforts  will  center 
chiefly  about  the  amendment,  voting  a  reimbursable  ap¬ 
propriation  of  $250,000  for  encouraging  industry  among  the 
Indians  and  the  attempt  to  re-insert  into  the  bill  the  amounts 
originally  asked  for  combatting  infectious  disease  among 
the  tribes. 

To  meet  the  first  named  necessity  a  Senate  amendment, 
which  has  been  already  drafted,  will  be  proposed  by  Sena¬ 
tor  Myers,  of  Montana,  appropriating  $250,000  "for  the 


purpose  of  encouraging  industry  among  the  Indians  and 
to  aid  them  in  the  culture  of  fruits,  grains  and  other  crops, 
to  be  immediately  available,  which  sum  may  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  animals,  machinery,  tools,  implements  and 
other  equipment  necessary  to  enable  the  Indians  to  be¬ 
come  self-supporting.”  Conditions  are  to  be  specified  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  which  the  appropriation 
is  reimbursable  by  the  Indians  on  or  before  June  30,  1925. 

Preparatory  to  the  fight  which  is  to  be  made  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate  and,  if  necessary,  in  the  Conference  Committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House,  S.  M.  Brosius,  Washington  agent  and 
legislative  representative  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association, 
of  which  organization  Joseph  H.  Choate,  of  New  York,  is 
president,  has  sent  to  the  secretary,  Herbert  Welsh,  of 
Philadelphia,  a  letter  in  which  he  says : 

Inadequate  Sums  Voted 

“You  know  of  the  efforts  of  the  government  in  providing 
funds  to  promote  industry  among  Indians,  the  moneys 
being  made  reimbursable  by  the  individual  beneficiaries; 
of  the  great  need  of  the  tribes  in  securing  better  facilities 
for  prevention  of  disease  and  of  the  vast  number  of  heir¬ 
ship  cases  which  have  accumulated  and  are  undisposed  of 
by  reason  of  the  insufficient  force  of  clerks. 

“  It  was  in  1908  that  the  first  material  appropriation  was 
made  of  a  reimbursable  fund  for  Fort  Belknap  Indians, 
in  which  $25,000  was  provided  for  the  purchase  of  animals, 
machinery  and  equipment  for  Indian  farmers  in  the  beet 
industry  and  general  farming  operations.  In  1910  $15,000 
was  allowed  for  Tongue  River  reservation,  Montana; 
$30,000  was  appropriated  in  1911  to  encourage  industry 
among  all  our  Indian  wards,  and  was  made  reimbursable. 

“The  total  appropriation  for  this  purpose  has  not  been 
more  than  about  $88,000,  and  this  sum  has  been  found  to 
be  entirely  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Indians  who 
are  clamoring  for  such  assistance. 

“The  results  of  extending  aid  to  Indians  in  this  manner 
has  been  highly  satisfactory.  Allottees  are  usually  un¬ 
able  to  meet  the  greatly  increased  demands  upon  them  in 
developing  their  farms.  The  aid  afforded  by  these  loans 
of  equipment  has  been  appreciated  and  has  been  repaid  to 


a  very  satisfactory  extent,  and  the  funds  again  invested  to 
aid  other  applicants  having  similar  needs  whenever  it  could 
be  done  under  authority  of  law. 

“From  reports  received  by  the  Indian  Office  more  than 
$9,000,000  of  reimbursable  funds  could  be  used  with  benefit 
to  the  Indians  by  making  these  advances  in  equipment  for 
starting  them  in  farming  and  other  industries.  A  very 
large  portion  of  this  amount  could  be  made  secure  for  re¬ 
payment  to  the  government  by  creating  a  lien  upon  the 
individual  property  of  the  Indian  beneficiary  or  upon  his 
interest  in  the  tribal  estate,  if  additional  security  were 
deemed  necessary.  Notwithstanding  this  large  sum  which 
is  shown  to  be  needed  the  department  this  year  urged  only 
that  the  limited  amount  of  $250,000  be  provided  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  industries  among  Indians. 

Senate  Now  the  Only  Hope 

“The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  refuses  to  make  any  appropriation  for  this  purpose  for 
the  next  fiscal  year.  The  only  hope  now  remaining  for 
favorable  action  by  the  present  Congress  lies  in  an  appeal 
to  the  Senate  to  provide  the  money  necessary  by  inserting 
an  item  of  amendment  to  the  Indian  Appropriation  act 
when  it  is  considered  by  that  body. 

“Regarding  the  need  of  providing  greater  facilities  for 
promoting  sanitation  and  health  of  the  Indians,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Interior  in  his  annual  report  states  that  $155,000 
is  necessary  for  additional  hospital  work  and  $250,000  for 
general  sanitation  and  medical  work.  Statistics  reported 
by  the  Secretary  show  that  of  61 ,500  Indians  examined  8,394 
(13.6  per  cent.)  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  9,254 
(15  per  cent.)  were  suffering  from  trachoma. 

“Thirty-two  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  reported  among 
Indians  were  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  as  against  11.2 
per  cent,  in  the  registration  area  of  the  United  States,  which 
includes  twenty-one  States;  and  the  death-rate  from  all 
causes  estimated  to  be  30.24  percent,  among  Indians,  while 
it  is  Less  than  one-half  so  great  in  the  registration  area  noted 
with  a  population  of  54,000,000  people. 

“With  this  appalling  condition,  showing  as  it  does  the 
necessity  for  the  large  appropriation,  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
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retary  of  the  Interior  to  be  $405,000,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  of  the  House  refused  to  increase  the  allow¬ 
ance  over  the  $90,000  granted  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Important  Time  for  Indians 

“The  present  is  a  most  important  era  in  the  management 
of  Indian  properties,  following  the  process  of  disintegration 
of  the  vast  Indian  reservations  by  allotment.  The  great 
mortality  among  Indians  has  created  the  increased  need  of 
an  adequate  force  to  promptly  determine  the  heirs  of  de¬ 
ceased  allottees.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  charged 
by  law  with  the  exclusive  power  to  determine  heirships. 
To  leave  title  to  allotted  lands  worth  many  millions  of 
dollars  unsettled  and  vague  through  lack  of  a  sufficient 
force  to  give  proper  attention  to  such  cases  is  clearly  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Indians.  The  Secretary 
has  shown  the  need  of  appropriating  $100,000  to  meet  this 
lack  of  help  in  office  and  field  force,  yet  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has  refused 
to  appropriate  the  money  needed  excepting  $25,000  avail¬ 
able  for  field  work  only. 

“We  fear  the  action  of  the  House  Committee  may  have 
been  influenced  in  a  marked  degree  by  a  desire  to  reduce 
appropriations.  It  seems  apparent  that  no  credit  can  be 
claimed  for  a  reduction  in  appropriations  if  the  proper  work 
of  the  government  is  crippled  in  consequence,  and,  as  in  the 
present  case,  the  Indians  be  the  sufferers. 

“I  fear  we  will  have  difficulty  in  showing  that  we  have 
not  been  grossly  negligent  of  our  duty  toward  these  wards 
of  the  nation,  if  worthy,  industrious  Indians  are  impeded  at 
the  threshold  of  farming  and  home  building  by  the  lack  of  a 
loan  of  farm  equipment;  or  if  the  ravages  of  dread  disease 
may  not  be  checked  and  eradicated  by  proper  medical 
attention  and  the  result  be  the  decimation  if  not  annihila¬ 
tion  of  our  Indian  population,  or  if  titles  to  deceased  al¬ 
lottees’  lands  are  allowed  to  drag  along  through  the  years 
without  being  adjudicated  for  want  of  an  adequate  force 
of  employees. 

“Do  you  not  think  that  appeals  to  United  States  Sena¬ 
tors  and  others  by  their  constituents  would  create  an  in¬ 
terest  which  would  be  helpful?” 


i&zpKttmpni  jx£  ArrJt teexrlxxxgr 
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February  3,  1913. 

Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. , 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  $jr.  Ayer: 

I  shall  send  you  this  evening  or  tomorrow  copy  of  several 
letters  received  from  Mr.  Linnen  which  explain  themselves.  These 
show  that  he  is  "on  the  job"  and  with  the  help  of  our  Board  and 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Indian  Office,  we  can  prevent  the 
proposed  Red  Lake  steal,  I  am  certain. 

I  have  also  received  a  long  letter  from  him  regarding  the 
investigation  of  the  Indian  Office.  You  are  on  that  Committee. 
Linnen  knows  a  lot  of  inside  history  regarding  same,  also  does  Mr. 
Angus  MacColl  who  has  written  me  a  long  letter.  I  am  going  to 
Boston  this  afternoon  to  see  Eliot  and  show  him  the  Linnen  letters 
and  others. 

How  regarding  archaeology.  I  know  you  are  busy,  getting 
ready  to  go  abroad.  Here  is  a  matter  which  I  will  state  briefly, 
as  I  think  your  museum  should  act  if  possible. 

I  did  not  think  you  could  do  anything  in  the  matter  of  the 


French  collection  made  by  Hauser,  hut  thought  I  would  tell  you 
regarding  it  as  it  is  a  remarkable  opportunity. 

A  couple  of  months  ago ? when  Dorsey  was  here,I  spoke  to  him 
about  Hew  England  archaeology  and  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the 
Field  Museum  had  one  of  the  greatest  collections  in  the  world  of 
Mississippi  valley,  Great  Plains  and  Pacific  coast  archaeology, 
but  its  exhibit  from  Hew  England  amounted  to  precious  little.  I 
afterwards  wrote  Dorsey  and  told  him  that  we  had  limited  funds 
here,  but  we  had  bought  all  the  available  Hew  England  collections. 
Since  then,  we  have  spent  $1700,  all  our  spare  funds,  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  remaining  three  collections.  At  Dorsey's  suggestion 
I  sent  him  over  2,000  of  our  duplicates  and  the  Field  Museum  is  to 
remit  the  cost  of  same,  namely  $425.  Putnam's  museum  at  Harvard 
and  the  one  at  Salem  and  ours  have  cleaned  up  Hew  England,  and  there 
is  no  more  to  be  had. 

In  these  three  or  four  collections  I  have  purchased  recently 
are  some  pipes,  rare  forms  of  gouges  and  other  objects  which  are 
not  found  outside  of  Hew  England.  You  ought  to  have  a  representa¬ 
tive  collection  of  these.  I  would  like  to  ship  your  museum  1,000 
more  specimens  of  the  best  grades  illustrating  all  the  types  in  use 
here  in  Hew  England,  thus  making  your  exhibit  complete.  You  can 
have  these  for  actual  cost,  viz.  -  $1,000.  As  the  collection  Dor¬ 
sey  has  was  billed  to  him  at  $425.  and  awaits  his  return  from 
Europe,  if  your  institution  takes  all  these  specimens  we  now  have 
and  which  we  are  able  to  spare,  we  would  make  the  flat  price  for 


entire  exhibit  of  $1300.  This  for  the  reason  that  the  2,000  sent 
him  were  not  high  grade  specimens,  although  as  ITew  England  things 
are  rare  compared  with  the  wes^P^they  are  easily  worth  the  ^425. 
asked.  If  the  Directors  would  e  interested,  I  should  he  glad  to 
pack  and  ship  these  1,000  good  specimens  if  you  wishfe  , 

It  would  also  help  us,  as  we  do  not  need  two  or  three  objects 
of  the  same  kind  through  all  these  varying  series. 

The  collection  that  we  now  possess  stands  in  hew  England 
archaeology  as  does  your  greater  Mississippi  valley  collection 
compared  with  what  now  exists  in  that  region.  It  would  cost  you 
three  or  four  times  this  sum  to  send  one  of  your  men  into  hew  Eng¬ 
land  to  collect,  and  I  doubt  if  he  could  obtain  a  tenth  part  of 

what  I  have  picked  up.  - — - _ 

Trusting  you  will  consider  this,  I  am, 

Very  cordially  yours, 


P.  S.  Pull  data  will  accompany  the  shipment. 


( 


DE  ITMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
United  States  Land  Office 


C  Q  P  Y. 


Cass  Lake,  Minnesota, 


Februarj'-  5th,  1913. 


Hon.  Warren  K.  Moo rehead, 

U.  S.  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 
Andover,  Massachusetts. 


My  dear  Mr,  Moorehead:- 

I  have  your  recent  letter  and  also  newspaper  clippings  which  you  sent, 
for  which  I  thank  you. 

There  has  been  a  general  Indian  council  of  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota 
held  here  during  the  past  two  days  This  council  was  called  by  some  half-breed 
named,  James  A.  Coffee,  a  member  of  the  Fond-du-lac  band  from  Croquet.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  said  meeting  was  stated  to  be  to  formulate  and  perfect  an  organization 
and  to  incorporate,  and  that  certain  members  of  said  corporate  body,  to  be  there¬ 
after  desicnated,  would  control  the  action  and  destinies  of  the  various  Chippewa 
bands.  Delegates  were  elected  at  councils  held  on  the  various  reservations,  and 
there  were  delegates  here  at  said  convention  from  Red  Lake,  Leech  Lake,  White 
Earth,  Fond-du-lac  and  other  Chippewa  reservations.  From  White  Earth  the  same 
old  crowd  was  present  viz.  Clem  Beaulieu,  the  preacher,  brother  of  Gust,  Ben 
Fairbanks,  Henry  Potter,  George  Berry,  the  blacksmith,  Mr.  Ca  June,  the  painter, 
one  of  the  Warrens,  etc.  The  same  old  mixed  breed  bunch  who  pack  all  conventions 
or  councils  of  the  Indians,  and  this  time  they  came  as  delegates  with  credentials 
from  some  source  From  Pine  River,  Jim  Bassett  end  "Shorty”  came  without  cre¬ 
dentials.  From  Red  Lake,  most  of  the  delegates  were  mixed  bloods,  as  also  from 
Fond-du-lac  and  other  points,  ^uite  a  few  of  the  full  bloods  took  an  interest 
in  the  matter,  and  came  here  to  see  what  was  being  done,  among  whom  was  Geo. 
Walters  of  White  Earth. 

Of  course  this  council  meeting  was  called  without  any  authority,  and  was 
called  by  half  breeds,  whose  purpose  was  likely  to  have  delegates  come  and  pas3 
some  sort  of  resolutions  to  try  and  impress  Congress  and  the  Department  to  do 


certain  things,  which  certain  things  would  undoubtedly  be  something  in  favor  of 
the  mixed  bloods,  or  the  white  grafter  or  lumber  companies,  to  defraud  the  full 
bloods. 

I  attended  said  council  as  a  spector,  and  from  the  start  it  wa3  very  noticeable 
that  there  was  a  bitter  feeling  and  fight  on  between  the  full  bloods  and  the  mixed 
bloods.  T^e  mixed  bloods  were  smart  enough  to  secure  the  organization,  that  is, 
the  chairman,  secretary  and  interpreter;  then  the  chair  appointed  a  committee 
on  credentials,  which  committee  of  course  was  composed  of  a  gang  of  half  breeds 
who  are  opposed  to  the  full  bloods,  and  they  passed  on  the  seating  of  the  dele¬ 
gates,  which  was  in  affect,  the  seating  of  the  mixed  bloods  and  Largely  the  un¬ 
seating  of  the  full  bloods. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  and  speeches  made  by  the  full  bloods,  and  by 
the  mixed  bloods,  each  party  strongly  condemning  the  other  There  was  no  harmony, 
and  the  council  broke  up  in  a  row  and  accomplished  nothing.  The  full  bloods  all 
left  the  hall  when  they  discovered  the  tactics  of  the  whole  gang  of  mixed  bloods, 
which  was  .he  same  as  ever.  Thus  you  will  see  that  there  is  a  very  strong  line  up 
as  between  the  full  bloods  end  the  mixed  bloods,  and  I  believe  the  feeling  of 
animosity  toward  each  other  is  growing  stronger  each  day.  I  was  very  glad  bo  meet 
Geo.  Walters,  Jim  Bassett,  "Shorty"  and  others  of  our  friends  from  White  Earth. 

I  had  a,  long  talk  with  them,  and  they  all  send  their  kindest  regards  and  best 
wishes  to  you.  They  say  that  your  name  is  a  household  word  on  the  White  Earth 
Reservation,  and  the  full  bloods  say  there  are  but  three  men  whom  they  will  trust, 
and  those  men  are  James  M.  Graham,  yourself  and  myself.  Jim  Bassett  and  "Shorty" 
had  no  funds,  even  to  pay  for  their  lodgings  and  meals  here,  so  I  let  them  have 
some  money.  It  appears  that  these  poor  fellows  walked  from  their  homes  to  the 
railroad  and  borrowed  money  to  buy  railroad  tickets  to  get  here,  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  full  bloods. 

I  also  met  the  Indian  from  Leech  Lake  who  wrote  you  complaining  that  Super¬ 
intendent  Giegoldt  did  not  pay  his  children  their  annuity  money,  and  from  him  and 


other  Indiana  of  Leech  Lake,  I  have  secure  I  a  good  deal  of  information  which  is 
unfavorable  to  that  Superintendent.  I  have  written  to  him  asking  for  a  copy  of 
his  instructions  from  the  office  relating  to  said  annuity  payment.  If  he  is 
acting  under  orders  from  the  of lice  in  refusing  to  pay  certain  school  children, 
he  cannot  be  blamed,  but  if  he  has  not  orders  to  back  him  up  in  what  he  ha3  done, 
he  ’/all  be  in  a  bad  boat. 

By  the  way,  Nathan  J.  Head  and  his  bunch  of  delegates  have  returned  from 
Washington.  He  claims  he  could  not  accompl lsK^feecius e  of  the  "Dam  Moorehouse 
and  Inspector  Linnen  who  blocked  everything".  Well  this  sounds  good  to  me,  and 
I  £now  it  will  to  you,  for  it  appears  that  they  have  no  hope  of  getting  that 
legislation  through  to  cut  the  timber  on  that  fifty  thousand  acres  of  which 
I  have  heretofore  written  you. 

I  was  much  interested  and  pleased  in  the  articles  you  had  published  in  the 
New  Yoric  Herald,  showing  how  the  Indians  have  been  dealt  with.  Of  course  while 
I  am  given  the  credit  for  some  of  the  things  I  didn’t  do,  the  effect  of  the 
publication  will  do  good.  I  see  you  are  working  the  press  bureau  which  your 
board  established  in  very  good  shape,  and  it  will  have  a  far  reaching  and 
good  affect. 

I  find  that  the  Indians  on  Leech  Lake  do  not  like  their  Superintendent  Mr. 
Giegoldt.  They  claim  that  he  does  not  listen  to  them  or  hear  their  complaints, 
or  talk  with  them,  and  that  he  is  very  much  opposed  to  the  full  bloods,  and 
favors  the  mixed  bloods.  In  consideration  of  all  I  learned,  I  think  he  should 
at  least  be  transferred  to  some  other  point. 

I  have  not  received  any  further  instructions  from  the  Secretary  as  to  any 
further  work  up  here,  but  I  have  gone  ahead  without  instructions,  and  looked 
into  certain  matters  and  conditions,  and  visited  the  Cass  Lake  Mission  School,  and 
did  other  things.  I  was  glad  to  be  here  during  this  council  and  meet  the  Indians 
from  Red  Lake  and  other  reservations. 


I  hope  you  and  your  board  and  the  Indian  Rights  Association  will  use  your 
best  efforts  to  have  Gust  Beaulieu  and  that  gang  of  mixed  bloods,  who  have  been 
defrauding  the  Indians,  stricken  from  the  White  Earth  tribal  rolls.  That  is 
the  thing  that  should  now  be  accomplished  in  the  best  interests  of  these  Indians, 
because,  a3  you  well  know,  they  are  the  ones  who  have  been  stirring  up  the  strife 
and  turmoil,  and  have  been  robbing  and  defrauding  these  Indians  and  have  been 
leeches  and  parasites  sticking  to  them  for  the  past  forty  years. 

With  relation  to  my  possible  appointment  as  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  I  have  to  say,  that  several  of  my  friends  have  been  strongly  urging 
me  for  that  place,  and  have  been  writing  many  letters  to  prominent  people  in  my 
behalf.  It  is  a  kind  of  endless  chain  that  has  been  going  the  rounds  among  the 
special  agents  of  the  land  department  and  my  friends  in  general,  but  I  have 
had  no  hand  or  voice  in  said  matter  T^e  fact  is  I  had  not  sought  the  place, 
but  I  have  done  nothing  to  prevent  them  in  carrying  out  what  they  believe  was 
in  my  best  interests.  I  have  felt  that  all  of  these  letters  of  commendation 
and  recommendation  to  prominent  men,  such  as  senators,  congressmen,  and  even  to 
President  Wilson  and  Vice  President  Marshall,  would  do  me  no  harm,  and  I  thank 
my  friends  for  their  good  intentions,  even  if  nothing  comes  out  of  it.  I  have 
felt  that  I  will  be  as  strong  and  have  as  much  or  more  power  with  the  incoming 
administration,  which  if  given  me,  you  may  well  know  will  be  used  in  the  right 
direction  to  accomplish  good. 

When  you  see  Mr.  Allen  remember  me  in  much  kindness  to  him. 

With  kindest  re  ards,  I  am 
Very  cordially  yours, 

Signed:  E.B.Linnen 


U.S. Inspector. 


Chicago,  February  6th,  1915, 


Mr.  C.  R.  White, 

Box  No.  161, 

Naples,  Me. 

Dear  Sir:- 

Yours  recoived  this  morning. 

Of  course  this  is  a  matter  that  can  only  bo  taken  up  by 
the  Commission  as  a  whole  and  I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  Mr, 
Moorohead  with  the  request  that  it  be  referred  to  the  President  of 
the  Board. 

Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago,  February  6th,  1913, 


Mr.  Warren  K.  Mo or ©head , 

Andover,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Moorhead, - 

I  encloso  herewith  letter  from  Mr.  C.  R*  White,  of 
Naples,  Maine,  which  explains  itselg.  I  have  written  Mr.  White 
advising  him  that  I  have  referred  his  letter  to  you  and  that  you 
would  answer  his  questions. 


A 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago,  Fobruary  6th,  1913# 

Dear  Mr,  Moorohoad,- 

I  have  yours  of  February  3rd  and  contents  noted.  When 
was  the  change  made  of  scaling  the  logs  and  buying  the  timber 
on  the  Government  estimates  and  about  how  much  was  sold  on  the 
Government  estimates  as  far  as  you  have  it  in  mind? 

I  seo  thin  extract  of  records  of  william  O'Neil  only 
dates  1910,  1911  and  1912,  thon  farther  down  you.givo  the  amount 
cut  by  tho  Standard,  Burlington .and  St.  Louis  River  companies 
for  1903  and  1904  and  the  Government  estimates  on  that. 

Was  this  timber  scaled  and  did  tho  Indians  get  pay  for 
the  over-run  of  150,000,000  and  upwards?  If  so,  this  would 
indicate  that  the  principle  of  scaling  the  logs  dated  back  that 
far, 

Dorsey  is  still  East  and  I  will  take  up  the  matter  of 
Now  England  archaeology  with  him  whon  he  returns. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Mr.  Warren  X.  Moorehead,  / 


Andover,  Macs 


COPY. 


Department  of  the  Interior 
United  States  Land  Office 


Cass  Lake,  Minnesota. 

February  7,  1913. 


My  Dear  Moorehead: 

Enclosed  please  find  some  data  on  the  recent  Chippewa  Council.  Also 
note  copy  of  resolution  condemning  Hinton  and  Harper,  because,  forsooth, 
they  put  the  Indians  wise  to  the  methods  of  the  crooked  mixed-bloods  and  told 
them  what  to  expect  —  which  came  out  true.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  our 
old  interpreter,  Chas,  Moulton,  was  also  here  playing  in  with  the  gang  of 
mixed-bloods  from  White  Earth  and  drunk. 

From  the  Supt.  Giegoldt  a.t  Onigum  I  learn  that  he  has  not  paid  S05 
minors  and  orphans  and  children  the  $75.  paymt.  He  claims  his  instructions 
were  to  this  effect,  I  do  not  so  interpret  them.  T^e  Indians  have  had  a 
council  and  signed  a  big  petition  to  get  him  transferred  or  out,  I  have  a 
copy.  They  dislike  him  very  much  Claim  he  is  against  the  full-bloods, 4c. 

No  further  instructions  from  Secy,  and  I  am  now  through  here.  Best 

regards , 

Sincerely, 

Signed:  E.B.Linnen 
Inspr. 

Oht  yes,  I  have  learned  that  they  are  logging  3ome  burned  Dist.  in  Red 

Lake  Res.  Rather  small  area,  but  enough  to  bring  the  Indians  about  $80,000.00 

at  stumpage  at  $5.50  per  M  -  bank  scale.  Should  bring  about  $14,  to  $16  for 

white  pine.  Learn  also  that  N.  J.  Head  is  doing  the  scaling  of  these  logs. 

He  may  be  honest  in  this,  but  I  would  think  if  the  Lumber  Co's  pay  his  and 
delegations  way  to  Wash,  to  lobby  in  their  interests,  they  would  get  the  best 
of  the  scale.  Lumber  Co's  logging  this  timber  are  the  Thief  River  Lumber  Co.- 
Crookston  Lumber  Co.  Learn  they  only  pay  $5.50  per  M  for  white  and  Norway  pine. 
The  white  is  worth  at  least  $15.  per  M  in  the  log. 


E.B.L. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

B-a  533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

February  7,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


U 


My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


The  Senate  Committee  will  report 
the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  with  $10,000  for  the  Board 
of  Indian  Commissioners.  The  item  will  probably  pass 
the  Senate.  It  will  doubtless  be  opposed  in  conference. 
The  Senate  conferees  will  probably  be  Senators  Gamble, 
Clapp,  and  either  Chamberlain  or  Owen.  The  House  con¬ 
ferees  will  doubtless  be  Representatives  Stephens,  Ferris 
and  Burke. 


I  believe  you  can  help  very  much  by  writing  as 
soon  as  possible  to  as  many  of  these  probable  conferees  as 
you  may  think  best.  As  one  of  the  new  members  of  the 
Board,  you  could  doubtless  help  by  calling  attention  to 
your  impression  that  the  Board  is  trying  to  become  more 
active,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  it  now  includes  a  con¬ 
siderable  percentage  of  new  blood.  It  seems  to  me  that 
these  two  things  must  appeal  somewhat  to  men  who  have 
been  criticising  the  Board  on  account  of  inactivity  and 
superannuation. 

I  give  below  the  names  of  the  above  mentioned 
gentlemen,  indicating  in  parenthesis  after  each,  his 
probable  attitude  toward  the  increased  appropriation  for 
the  Board. 


Hon.  Robert  J.  Gamble,  Chairman,  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  The  Senate,  Washington,  D.C.  (Attitude  not 
known.  Home,  Bouth  Dakota.  Republican). 

Hon.  Moses  E.  Clapp,  The  Senate,  Washington,  D.C. 
(Attitude  apparently  unfavorable.  Home,  Minnesota.  Republican). 

Hon.  Robert  L.  Owen,  The  Senate,  Washington,  D.C. 
(Attitude  unknown.  Part  Indian*  Horae,  Oklahoma.  Democrat). 


Edward  E 


Ayer  £3—  2/7/’ 13 


Hon.  George  E.  Chamberlain,  The  Senate, 
Washington,  D.C.  (Attitude  apparently  slightly  favorable. 
Home,  Oregon.  Democrat). 

Hon.  John  H.  Stephens,  Chairman,  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.C. 
(Attitude  probably  very  unfavorable.  Home,  Texas. 

Democrat ) . 


Hon.  Scott  Ferris,  House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.C.  (Probably  unfavorably  inclined.  Home, 
Oklahoma.  Democrat). 

Hon.  Charles  H.  Burke,  House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.C.  (Probably  favorable,  Home,  South  Dakota. 
Republican) . 

cases  of  Senators  Gamble,  Oweb,  Chamberlain, 
andA Burke  it  might  be  well  to  request  them  to  hold  out  as 
much  as  possible  against  opposition  to  the  item.  The 
trouble  last  year  was  not  that  the  Senate  did  not  put  in  the 
increase  but  that  the  Senate  conferees  apparently  made  no 
effort  to  stand  up  for  it  and  it  went  out  almost  of  itB 
own  weight.  Senator  Clapp  wrote  Mr.  Vaux  intimating  that 
he  would  make  no  effort  to  defend  the  item  in  conference, 
and  Mr.  Stephens  and  probably  Mr.  Ferris  will  be  disposed 
to  make  a  decided  effort  to  cut  it  down. 

I  have  had  several  talks  with  Father  Ketcham  on 
this  subject,  and  he  also  believes  you  can  help  in  this 
way.  He  is  personally  doing  all  he  can  at  this  end. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


PHILLIPS  ACADEMY 


DEPARTMENT  OF 


American  Archaeology 


CHARLES  PEABODY,  HONORARY  DIRECTOR 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD,  CURATOR 


ANDOVER,  MASSACHUSETTS, 


February  8,  1915 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Hailv/ay  Exchange  Bldg. , 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Bear  Trr.  Ayer: 

I  have  your  favor  of  recent  date  enclosing  letter  from  -^r . 
C.  II.  White.  I  will  take  up  this  matter  in  a  day  or  two. 
thanking  you  and  with  best  wishes,  I  am, 


Very  cordially  yours 


•  i 

v  .  y  y/  V  Oklahoma  City  (Okla. )  Oklahoman. 

* '  '  v  V 

Y  CHOCTAW  AFFAIRS  ARE  SIZZLING  NOW. 


^  Washington,  Feb.  9. — Affair  a  in  the  Choctaw  nation  are  sizzling 
just  now.  Not  only  is  another  Washington  attorney  for  the  tribe  to  be 
named  under  the  new  administration,  but  it  is  rumored  in  Washington, 
that  charges  will  be  preferred  against  Victor  M.  Locke,  Jr.,  principal 
chief  of  the  nation,  looking  toward  his  ouster.  In  case  an  attempt  is 
made  to  place  a  new  chief  at  the  head  of  Choctaw  affairs,  all  sorts 
of  complications  will  arise. 


Chief  attention  now  is  being  directed  toward  the  selection  of  a, 
new  attorney,  who  will  assist  Pat  J.  Hurley  in  handling  the  affairs  of 
the  tribe  in  Washington.  This  job  pays  $5,000  a  year  and  all  expenses 
and  there  is  not  an  attorney  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  state  who 
would  not  like  to  have  the  place  for  the  next  four  years,  or  longer. 


Not  only  officials  of  the  tribe,  but  citizens  of  the  Choctaw 
nation  as  well  have  in  the  past  few  weeks  advanced  the  names  of 
several  men,  while  the  members  of  the  Oklahoma  delegation  in  Congress 
have  been  asked  to  lend  their  support  to  first  this  man  and  that  one* 


Two  Leading  Candidates. 

At  the  present  time  W.  F.  Semple  of  Durant  and  C.  E.  Dudley  of 
Antlers,  are  active  candidates  for  the  place,  with  Semple  apparently 
in  the  lead.  Several  members  of  the  delegation  believe  that  he  would 
make  on  excellent  man  for  the  place.  It  is  understood  that  Chief 
Locke  favors  the  selection  of  C.E.  Dudley,  if  only  one  man  is  chosen, 
but  it  is  declared  that  l!r.  Lock©  prefers  that  the  work  be  divided 
up  among  the  three  attorneys  in  Washington,  each  of  the  new  men  to 
receive  ^2,500  each.  This  plan,  however,  is  not  favored  by  members 
of  the  delegation  in  Congress,  the  argument  being  advanced  that  this 
would  make  the  job  attractive  to  only  those  men  who  might  not  be 
thoroughly  efficient  in  the  practice  of  law. 

Their  argument  and  position  was  borne  out  in  the  case  of  D.  H. 
Linebaugh  of  Atoka*  Several  members  of  the  congressional  delegation 
were  strongly  in  favor  of  Linebaugh  and  he  came  to  Washington  to  sound 
out  the  situation.  On  arrival  here,  he  learned  of  the  movement  to 
place  the  affairs  of  the  Choctaws  in  the  hands  of  three  men  and 
immediately  decided  he  would  not  t-ake  the  position  under  any  circumstances 
at  the  reduced  salary.  Since  Linebaugh  has  dropped  out  of  the  race, 
the  fight  narrows  down  to  Dudley  and  Semple. 

Charge  Against  Locke. 

If,  as  is  rumored,  charges  of  using  his  office  for  political 
purposes,  using  tribal  funds  for  political  purposes  and  incompetency 
are  filed  against  Mr.  Locke  with  his  subsequent  removal,  there  might 


be  another  vacancy  in  the  list  of  tribal  attorneys  in  Washington 
for  it  is  believed,  although  not  known  definitely  that  Pat  J. 

Hurley  would  step  down.  It  is  understood  here  that  the  enemies  of 
Locke,  who  is  a  republican,  now  are  actively  engaged  in  formulating 
their  charges  against  him# 


Hurley,  although  a  republican,  probably  Is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  and  popular  attorneys  the  ChActaws  have  had  in  Washington. 
He  be-rs  the  good  will  of  department  officials,  members  of  the 
Oklahoma  delegation  in  Congress  and  not  only  is  a  worker  but  has 
made  his  efforts  count  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Choctaws. 

The  members  of  the  delegation,  it  was  declared  today  by  one  of  them, 
would  regret  to  see  Hurley  go,  and  even  though  Locke  nay  be  placed 
under  fire  and  eventually  ousted,  efforts  will  be  made  to  pursuAde 
Hurley  to  retain  his  post.  The  question  as  to  whether  a  second 
attorney  would  have  to  be  chosen  within  the  next  few  months  would 
rest  entirely  upon  Hurley^  voluntary  and  final  action.  During  his 
incumbency  in  office  Hurley  has  steadfastly  refused  to  play 
partisan  politics  at  any  time,  devoting  hia  attention  chiefly  to 
Choctaw  business.  This  has  made  a  favorable  impression  upon  the 
Congressman  and  therefore  they  would  like  to  see  him  retain  his 
position,  even  though  he  may  be  opposite  political  faith. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


B-a 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W 
February  10,  1913* 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


In  writing  you  the  other  day  I 


mentioned  as  ?(  probable  House  conferees  on  the  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill,  Representatives  Stephens,  Ferris  and 
Burke.  I  have  just  learned  that  Representative  Charles 
D.  Carter  of  Oklahoma,  part  Indian  and  a  Democrat,  will 
probably  take  Mr.  Ferris’  place  on  the  conference. Committee. 
It  might  therefore  be  well  to  write  him  instead  of  Mp. 
Ferris,  although  a  letter  to  the  latter  would  be  in  any  way 
undesirable  as  he  exercises  a  large  influence  in  Indian 
matters  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Incidentally  in 
talking  with  Mr.  Carter  I  find  he  is  not  inclined  to  be 
over  friendly  to  the  Board  although  I  think  his  opposition 
proceeds  more  from  ignorance  of  work  and  possibilities 

than  from  anything  else. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


w 

Ijd 
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Chicago,  February  11th,  1915, 


Dear  Hr,  Phillips, - 

I  havo  written  the • following  letter  to  Senators  Gamble , 
Owen,  Chamberlain  and  Representatives  Burlce  and  Stephens,  which 
I  sine  ore  ly  trust  will  do  some  good. 


"I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  your  Committee 
as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Indian  Commission  and  requested 
that  the  appropriation  of  the  amount  requested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  that  had  been  out  out  by  the  House  be  put  back, 

.  "Wo  havo  throe  now  members  on  tho  Indian,,  Commission 
now  and  wo  want  to  do  our  duty  anct  lots  of  it.  but  wo  cannot  bo 
of  any  service  with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000.00;  $2,500.00 
of  which  goes  to  the  Secretory,  $500.00  for  rent,  $400.00  for 
their  stenographer  and  $500,00  for  publishing  ro ports,  leaving 
$500.00  for  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  in  examining  supplies, 
visiting  the  different  reservations  in  case  of  trouble  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing. 

"I  sincerely  hopo  you  will  bo  able  to  retain  the 
$10,000.00  recommended  by  your  Committee  and  can  aseuro  you  that 
the  work  will  have  tho  earnest  attention  of  tho  Commissioners." 


Yours  very  truly, 


Mr.  H.  C.  Phillips,  Secfy., 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 


Washington,  D.C 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913. 

Hon.  Robert  J.  Gamble, 

Chairman,  Committoo  oi£  Indian  Affairs, 

Tho  United  States  Senate, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  your  Committee  as  one 
of  tho  members  of  the  Indian  Commission  and  requested  that  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  the  amount  requested  by  the  Secretary  of  tho  Interior  that 
had  been  out  out  by  the  House  be  put  back. 

We  have  three  new  members  on  the  Indian  Commission  now  and 
we  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  but  wo  cannot  bo  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000.00;  $2,500.00  of  which  goes  to 
tho  Secretary,  $300.00  for  rent,  $400.00  for  thoir  stenographer  and 
$500.00  for  publishing  reports,  leaving  $300.00  for  tho  oxponsos  of 
the  Commission  in  oisamining  supplies,  visiting  tho  different  reser¬ 
vations  in  case  of  trouble  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  be  able  to  retain  tho  $10,000.00 
recommended  by  your  Committee  and  can  assure  you  that  tho  work  will 
have  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Commissioners. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913. 

Hon*  Charles  H.  Burke, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  your  Committee  as  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Indian  Commission  and  requested  that  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  tho  amount  requested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
had  been  cut  out  by  the  House  be  put  back. 

We  have  throe  new  members  on  tho  Indian  Commission  now  and 
we  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  but  we  cannot  bo  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000.00;  $2, 500.00  of  which  goes  to 
the  Secretary,  $300.00  for  rent,  $400.00  for  their  stenographer  and 
$500.00  for  publishing  reports,  leaving  $300.00  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Commission  in  examining  supplies,  visiting  tho  different  reser¬ 
vations  in  case  of  trouble  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  be  able  to  rotain  the  $10,000.00 
recommended  by  your  Committee  and  can  assure  you  that  tho  work  will 
havo  tho  earnest  attention  of  tho  Commissioners. 

i 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913, 


Hon.  John  H.  Stephens, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 


I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  your  Committee  as  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Indian  Commission  and  requested  that  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  the  amount  requested  by  the  Sooretary  of  the  Interior  that 
had  been  cut  out  by  the  Houso  be  put  baok. 

We  have  three  new  members  on  the  Indian  Commission  now  and 
we  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  but  wo  cannot  be  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000.00;  $2,500.00  of  which  goes  to 
the  Sooretary,  $300.00  for  rent,  $400.00  for  their  stenographer  and 
$500.00  for  publishing  reports,  leaving  $300.00  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Commission  in  examining  supplios,  visiting  the  different  reser¬ 
vations  in  case  of  trouble  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  be  able  to  retain  the  $10,000.00 
recommended  by  your  Committee  and  can  assure  you  that  the  work  will 
have  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Commissioners. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913, 

Hon.  Robert  1.  Owen, 

The  United  States  Senate, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  your  Committee  as  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Indian  Commission  and  requostod  that  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  the  amount  requested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
had  been  cut  out  by  the  House  bo  put  back. 

We  have  three  now  members  on  the  Indian  Commission  now  and 
we  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  but  wo  cannot  be  of  any  servico 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000.00;  $2,500.00  of  which  goos  to 
the  Secretary,  $300.00  for  rent,  $400.00  for  their  stenographer  and 
$500.00  for  publsihing  reports,  leaving  $300.00  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Commission  in  examining  supplies,  visiting  the  different  reser¬ 
vations  in  case  of  trouble  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  bo  able  to  retain  the  $10,000.00 
recommended  by  your  Committee  and  can  assure  you  that  the  work  will 
have  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Commissioners. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913, 


Hon.  Goorgo  E.  Chamberlain, 

The  United  State  Senate, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

First,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  ourtremo  courtesy  to 
our  Commission  when  thoy  appeared  before  you  on  the  Indian  appro¬ 
priation.  I  would  not  have  accepted  appointment  on  the  Indian 
Commission  had  I  not  thought  it  was  possiblo  to  do  good  work  and 
much  of  it  in  the  interest  of  the  Indians,  and  you  can  readily  see 
how  perfectly  impossible  it  is  for  our  Commission  to  do  anything 
with  the  small  allowance  of  $4,000.00  the  House  put  in  the  appro¬ 
priation.  There  were  three  new  members  showed  up  on  this  Commission 
this  year  and  thoy  were  all  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  work  if  we  wore  not  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  funds. 

It  certainly  seems  to  me,  Senator,  that  $10,000.00  is 
littlo  enough  for  ten  gontlemen  to  have  the  uso  of  who  are  willing  to 
devote  much  of  their  time  and  energy  in  the  interest  of  the  Indians, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  retain  the  entire  amount 
in  your  conference  with  the  House. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1915, 


Hon.  Kobort  L.  Owon, 

Tho  United  States  Senate, 

Washington,  D.C, 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  had  tho  honor  of  appearing  boforo  your  Committee  as  ono 
of  tho  members  of  tho  Indian  Commission  and  requested  that  tho  appro¬ 
priation  of  tho  amount  requested  by  tho  Secretary  of  tho  Interior  that 
had  boon  cut  out  by  tho  Houso  bo  put  back* 


Wo  havo  throo  now  members  on  tho  Indian  Commission  no\7  and 


wo  '.Tant  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  but  wo  cannot  bo  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000.00;  $2,500.00  of  which  goos  to 


tho  Secretary,  $300.00  for  rout,  $400.00  for  their  stenographer  and 


$500.00  for  publoihing  reports,  leaving  $500.00  for  tho  capons os  of 
tho  Commission  in  examining  supplies,  visiting  tho  different  reser¬ 
vations  in  oaso  of  trouble  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 


I  sincoroly  hopo  you  will  bo  ablo  to  rotain  tho  $10,000.00 


rocommondod  by  your  Committoo  and  can  aosuro  you  that  tho  work  will 
havo  tho  earnest  attention  of  tho  Commissioners* 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago,  Fobrunry  11th,  1915. 

Hon.  Charloo  H,  Burko, 

House  of  Roprosontativos, 

Washington,  D.C, 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  had  tho  honor  of  appearing  hoforo  your  Commit  too  od  ono 
of  tho  nombors  of  tho  Indian  Comni scion  and  requested  that  tho  appro¬ 
priation  of  tho  amount  requested  by  tho  Secretary  of  tho  Interior  that 
had  boon  cut  out  by  tho  Kouco  be  put  back. 

We  havo  throe  now  members  on  tho  Indian  Commission  now  and 
we  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  biit  wo  cannot  bo  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  #4,000.00;  0-2 *500.00  of  which  goos  to 
the  Socket ary,  #500.00  for  ront,  #400.00  for  thoir  stenographer  and 
#500.00  for  publishing  reports,  leaving  #500,00  for  tho  oxponcoc  of 
tho  Commission  in  oscamining  oupplios,  visiting  tho  difforont  reser¬ 
vations  in  caso  of  troublo  and  all  that’  sort  of  thing. 

I  sincoroly  hopo  you  will  bo  ablo  to  rotain  tho  #10,000.00 
roconmondod  by  your  Commlttoo  and  can  assuro  you  that  tho  work  will 
havo  tho  earnest  attontion  of  tho  Commissioners, 


Yours  vory  truly, 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913, 


Hon,  John  H,  Stephens, 

Chairman,  Comnittoo  on  Indian  Affairs, 
Kouno  of  Roprosontativos, 
v;ashington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 


I  had  tho  honor  of  appearing  boforo  your  Coimnittoo  as  one 
of  tho  members  of  tlio  Indian  Commission  and  roquostod  that  tho  appro¬ 
priation  of  tho  amount  roquostod  by  tho  Soorotary  of  tho  Intorior  that 
had  boon  cut  out  by  tho  TIouso  bo  put  baok* 

Wo  liavo  three  how  mombors  on  tho  Indian  Commission  nov/  ana 
wo  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it ,  but  t?o  oannot  bo  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4, 000*00;  £8,500.00  of  whioli  goes  to 
tho  Secretary,  £300.00  for  rent,  £400.00  for  thoir  stenographer  and 
$600.00  for  publishing  reports,  leaving  £300.00  for  tho  oxponsos  of 
the  Commission  in  examining  supplios,  visiting  tho  difforont  reser¬ 
vations  in  caso  of  troublo  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  bo  able  to  rotain  tho  £10,000.00 
recommended  by  your  Committoo  and  oan  assure  you  that  the  work  will 
havo  tho  eamost  attention  of  tho  Commissioners. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Chic  ego ,  February  11th,  1915, 


Hon.  Goorgo  E.  Chamberlain, 


'Pho  United  Stato  Sonata, 


Washington,  D.C. 


Dear  Sir:- 


First,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  oxtromo  courtosy  to 


our  Commission  when  thoy  appoarod  hoforo  you  on  tho  Indian  appro¬ 
priation.  I  would  not  have  aocoptod  appointment  on  tho  Indian 
Commission  had  I  not  thought  it  was  possible  to  do  good  work  and 
much  of  it  in  tho  interest  of  tho  Indiana,  and  you  can  readily  goo 
how  perfectly  impossible  it  is  for  our  Commission  to  do  anything 

with  tho  small  allowance  of  $4, 000.00  the  KoUso  put  in  tho  appro- 

sr 

priation.  There- wro  thro  o  now  menbors  showod  up  on  this  Commission 
this  yoar  and  thoy  woro  all  earnest  and  enthusiastic  in  tho  pocei- 
bilitioc  of  tho  work  if  wo  wore  not  handicapped  by  tho  laok  of  funds. 


It  cortainly  soono  to  me,  SonGtor,  that  $10, 000,00  ie 


little  onough  for  ton  gontiomon  to  havo  the.uso  of  who  aro  willing  to 
devote  much  of  their  time  and  energy  in  tho  intorost  of  tho  Indians, 
and  I  sincerely  hopo  that  you  will  bo  able  to  retain  tho  entiro  amount 
in  your  eonforonco  with  tho  Houso, 


Yours  vory  truly. 


Chicago ,  February  11th ,  1913, 

Hon*  Robert  J*  Gamble , 

Chairman,  Committoo  ox5  Indian  Affairs, 

Tho  United  States  Senate , 

Washington,  D.C, 

Door  Bir:- 

I  had  tho  honor  of  appearing  before  your  Committee  as  ono 
of  tho  mombors  of  the  Indian  Commission  and  rocjuootod  that  tho  appro¬ 
priation  of  tho  amount  roquostod  by  tho  Boorotary  of  tho  Interior  that 
had  boon  cut  out  by  tho  House,  bo  put  back. 

We  havo  throe  new  members  on  tho  Indian  C omission  now  and 
wo  want  to  do  our  duty  and  lots  of  it,  but  wo  cannot  bo  of  any  service 
with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4,000*00;  $.2, 500.00  of  which  goos  to 
tho  Boorotary,  $300.00  for  ront,  $400.00  for  thoir  stenographer  and 
$500.00  for  publishing  reports,  leaving  $300.00  for  tho  oxponsoc  of 
tho  Commission  in  examining  supplies,  visiting  tho  different  reser¬ 
vations  In  caso  of  trouble  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  bo  ablo  to^ retain  tho  $10,000.00 
rooomondod  by  your  Committee  and  oan  assure  you  that  tho  work  will 
have  tho  earnest  attontion  of  tho  Commisoionors. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Chicago,  February  11th,  1913, 


Mr.  Grant  Foreman, 

220  Metropolitan  Bldg. 
Muskogee,  Okla. 


Dear  Sir:- 


I  received  the  magazine  forwarded  by  you  with  your  article 
on  the  Indian  affairs  in  Oklahoma  and  I  thank  you  most  sincerely. 
Certainly  the  poor  Indians  in  your  State  need  a  lot  of  assistance  by 
earnest  and  honest  men. 

4  ' 

H 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago ,  February  11th  1913, 


Dear  Fr.  Ketoharo,- 

I  have  your  late  favor  and  I  thank  you  most  sincerely. 

I  also  received  the  letter  asking  no  to  write  to  the  members  of 
the  different  committees  this  morning.  I  have  written  five  or 
six  letters  and  I  hope  it  may  do  some  good. 

I  shall  leave  in  about  a  week  for  Europe  and  will  not 
bo  back  until  the  middle  of  June.  I  sincoroly  hope  you  will  find 
it  convenient  to  spend  a  couple  of  weeks  with  mo  at  my  summer  home 
at  Lake  Geneva,  Wise.,  this  coming  summer. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


Fr.  William  H.  Ketchara 


1326  How  York  Avenue, 
Washington,  D.C 


* 
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February  11,  1913. 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Hr .  Ayer : 

I  have  yours  of  Eebruary  6th  with  reference  to  questions  re¬ 
garding  the  scaling  of  timber  by  O'Heil.  I  am  not  very  familiar  wit  k. 
these  operations,  but  have  sent  your  letter  to  Honorable  E.  B. 

Linnen,  Inspector.  He  will  answer  you  in  detail,  as  Linnen  knows 
practically  everything.  If  his  letter  reaches  Chicago  after  you 
have  left,  if  you  leave  word  with  your  Secretary  to  forward  same , 
you  will  be  interested  to  read  it  when  abroad. 

I  have  vrritten  to  Dorsey  and  suggested  that  rather  than 
trouble  him  with  a  "long-winded"  letter  of  description  of  the 
collection,  that  I  ship  him  the  objects  and  he  can  add  them  to 
those  already  on  hand  and  pass  upon  the  sum  total.  The  collection 
already  sent  was  low  priced  although  it  contained  a  great  many 
things  and  they  were  not  high  grade.  Therefore  it  would  be  much 
better  for  me  to  send  him  all  the  good  things  that  we  can  spare  from 
this  region.  If  he  does  not  want  them  after  he  has  inspected, 


I  can  use  them  with  the  Carnegie  Museum  at  Pittsburgh. 

I  trust  you  will  have  pleasant  and  profitable  trip  abroad. 

I  am  trying  to  arrange  to  leave  here  and  trust  my  family  will,  be 
able  to  spare  me  early  in  March  to  go  to  Oklahoma.  The  situation 
is  much  worse  there  than  in  Minnesota.  I  have  written  to  several 
Superintendents  to  secure  information. 

Very  cordially  yours , 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  11,  1915* 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissi oner a? 

At  the  request  of  the 

Acting  Corral  sol  oner  of  Indian  Affairs  the  following  is  submitted: 

On  February  10,  the  Senate  conferees  on  the  legislative 
executive  and  Judicial  appropriation  bill  (H.R. 26080 )  reported  to 
the  Senate  that  they  had  been  unable  to  agree  with  the  House  con¬ 
ferees  on  certain  items,  including  Senate  amendments  147-156 
inclusive,  which  amendments  affect  clerks  in  the  Indian  Office* 

In  brief,  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  House  reduced  the 
present  force  of  the  Indian  Office  by  Ocderks  with  salaries  varying 
from  £2000  to  $900.  This  reduction  made  in  the  face  of 

department  estimates  asking  for  twenty  or  more  additional  clerks. 

The  Senate  restored  the  8  clerks  and  provided  for  bringing  in  from 
other  branches  three  clerks,  one  of  whom  was  already  performing 
work  in  the  office,  which  would  leave  the  Indian  service  in  its 
present  statue  in  numbers  end  salaries*  The  House  conferees 
have  not  accepted  the  Senate  amendments  and  the  Senate  conferees 
have  not  withdrawn,  resulting  in  a  report  of  no  agreement  and  the 
prospects  that  the  bill  will  be  sent  back  to  conference. 

The  clerks  affected  are  all  of  the  clerks  of  the  correspond¬ 
ing  salaries  employed  in  connection  with  the  offices  of  the 
Commiosioner  and  his  assistants.  Therefore  the  Indian  Office  is 
especially  anxious  to  have  all  legitimate  pressure  brought  to  boar 
in  favor  of  the  Senate  amendments* 

The  House  conferees  were  J*  ?•  Johnson  of  South  Carolina, 
Democrat,  Chairman j  A.  S*  Burleson  of  Texas,  Democrat;  Frederick 
H.  Gillett  of  Mass*,  Republican.  The  Senate  conferees  are  F.  E. 

Warren  of  Wyoming,  Republican,  Chairman;  Oeorge  P*  "?etnore  of 
Rhode  Island,  Republican;  and  Lee  S-  Overman  of  South  Carolina,  Democrat. 
The  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  is  especially  desirous  of 
having  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  House  conferees,  and  asks  that 
any  member  of  the  Board  who  feels  he  can  properly  do  so,  will  Immediately 
send  telegrams  to  one  or  more  of  those  conferees  supporting  the 
Senate  amendments. 

It  is  realized  that  this  letter  will  not  reach  Borne  members 
in  time  to  be  of  serviceman  the  case  of  those  members  it  is  sent 
merely  for  information.  Any  action  taken  should  be  within  two  or 
three  days. 


92014-1912 

E  B  M 

H.  B.  £6680. 


Copy. 

D&?AB!2BffiST  OF  3PHS  IXWUOR 
WASHIjJGTOS 


December  IS,  191S. 


the  fiscal  year  1914,  H.  a.  26680,  as  reported  to  the  House 
of  Represent at ires  on  December  4,  1912,  by  Mr.  Johnsons 
of  South  Carolina  from  the  Ocemittee  on  Appropriations,  shows 
that  the  present  clerical  force  of  the  Indian  Office  has 
not  been  provided  for  ana  that  if  the  bill  is  finally 
enacted  as  introduced  it  will  ne  necessary  to  drop  from  the 
rolls  eight  clerks  now  employed  in  that  Office. 


Section  1  of  the  Act  of  June  25,  1910  (36  Stat 


!•»  865)  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  determine  heirship  oases  of  deceased  Indian  allottees 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  .Department .  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  about  thirty  thousand  Indian  heirship  oases 
at  the  various  Indian  Agencies  more  than  eight  hundred 
oases  new  pending  in  the  Indian  Office,  which  will  re^fire 
a  large  amount  of  work  at  the  agencies,  in  the  Indian  Bureau, 
and  in  this  Department, 
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In  addition  to  the  largo  amount  of  ha  ire  hip  work 
required  of  this  Department  by  Soot  ion  1  of  the  Act  of  June 
25,  1910,  supra,  that  lot  devolves  upon  the  Indian  Office 
and  this  department  a  Tory  large  amount  of  work  not  here¬ 
tofore  required  by  law,  and  no  additional  appropriations 
have  been  provided  by  oongresa  to  aid  the  department  in 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  law. 

Because  of  the  breaking  141  of  tribal  relations  and 
the  making  of  individual  allotments,  the  neoessary  wojfc  of 
the  Indian  Office  has  largely  Increased  during  recent  years 
without  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  employees. 
j?or  example;  the  increase  of  work  in  1912  over  1899  was 
259.71  per  cent,  while  the  Increase  in  employees  in  the 
Indian  Office  for  1912  over  1899  was  only  121.78  per  cent. 
Ttw  number  of  letters  re  oe  ived  in  the  Indian  Office  during 
1912  was  222,167,  while  the  letters  received  in  that  Office 
for  the  fiscal  year  1911  was  209,456,  showing  an  increase 
for  the  year  1912  of  6.07  per  cent.  The  number  of  letters 
received  in  the  Indian  Bureau  during  the  year  1899  was  only 
61,767. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  if  the  work  of  the 
Indim  Bureau  is  to  be  kept  current,  it  is  very  essential 
that  the  clerical  force  of  that  Office  be  increased  in 
accordance  with  the  estimates  heretofore  submitted  to 

Oongreas. 
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olerks  of  the  Indian  Office  during  the  last 
V***  a  totsl  of  1565  days  of  over  time  work  voluntarily, 
in  order  to  keep  their  wcrfc  as  nearly  current  as  the  limited 
force  would  permit,  fo  further  reduce  the  olerloal  foroe 
in  the  Indian  Office  in  the  face  of  the  large  amount  of  oyer 
tic*  now  'being  done  In  that  Office  and  the  increased  amount 
of  work  accessary  to  ha  done  by  the  Indian  Bureau  he  cause  of 
the  breaking  i$>  of  tribal  relations  and  the  individualizing 
of  Indian  property,  would  he  a  distinct  injustice  to  that 
Bureau  and  would  result  in  crippling  the  Indian  lervioo  and 
materially  decreasing  the  efficiency  of  that  Service,  with 
the  resulting  lack  of  protection  to  the  property  of  the 
Indians  who  are  wards  of  the  Government,  and  who  are  depenient 
upon  the  Government  for  protection.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  a  large  nisnber  of  these  Indian  wards  are  minors  md 
women  and  aged  and  decrepit  Indian  mem,  who  are  wholly  in¬ 
competent  to  protect  their  property  rights. 

If  the  committee  and  the  Congress  are  not  disposed 
to  grant  the  Increased  number  of  darks  for  tl»  Indian  Bureau, 
requested  in  the  hstimateu,  which  are  most  seriously  needed, 

I  have  the  honor  to  urgently  request  that  the  clerks  con¬ 
nected  with  allotment  work  and  provided  for  in  H.  H.  26680, 
page  96,  lines  gg  to  26  inclusive,  he  increased  as  follows: 


Law-98014 


-4- 


Bight  instead  of  fire  clerks  of  class  few;  seven  Instead 
of  four  clerks  of  class  three}  end  fourteen  instead  of 
twelre  clerks  of  class  one.  This  would  make  the  item  fer 
Allotment  w«rk  In  the  Indian  Bureau  read  as  follows; 


Kxoert  accountant,  $£,00Cj  clerks  -  eight  of 
class  four,  seren  of  class  three,  three  of  class 
of  one,  eight  at  $1,000  each,  fire 

at  #900  eaon  (formerly  oopyiets ) . 


■Respectfully, 


(Signed)  Walter  i.  Fisher 


18-ESM-7 


Secretary. 


(Dtp  HUtmm  nf 
ijj  nibaiir  3Jntanilfi*0wn0 
IfraaljroghTtt,  $Uf . 

1326  NEW  YORK  AVENUE. 


Feb.  12,1913* 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 

Believing  that  you  will  be  interested  in  what  we,  as  a 
missionary  organization) are  doing  for  the  Indians,  I  am  sending  you, under 
another  cover,  copies  of  several  of  our  Bureau  publications.. 

As  we  do  not  issue  our  detailed  report  every  year,  the  re¬ 
port  for  1910  is  the  last  out.  It  serves  to  indicate  the  extent  of  our 
work. 

With  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Ayer,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Very  faithfully  youfcs, 


Director. 


Chicago,  February  12,  1913 


Boar  Mr.  Phillips, - 

I  wrote  to  Hon.  Carter  and  Ron.  Ferris  as  you  re¬ 
quested  this  morning. 

Yours  very  truly, 

< 

Mr.  H,  C.  Phillips,  Soc’y., 


Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Washington,  D.C. 


Chicago,  Fobruary  12th,  1913, 


Hon.  Charles  D.  Carter, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

You,  of  course,  know  that  the  House  of  Representatives  voted 
$4,000.00  for  the  Indian  Commission,  that  it  was  raised  to  $10,000.00 
by  the  Senate  and  we  are  sincerely  in  hopes  that  the  House  will  concede 
to  that  amount  in  the  Conference  Committee. 

I  feel,  fir.  Carter,  that  the  Indian  Commission  can  do  groat 
good  to  tho  Indian  race  if  they  have  money  enough  to  visit  the  reser¬ 
vations  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  wantB  of  these  poor  poople  and  what 
they  should  have. 

I  certainly  should  not  have  accepted  a  place  on  the  Commission 
and  would  not  stay  on  it  if  I  thought  I  could  not  be  of  groat  service. 

I  have  had  quite  an  experience  from  my  youth  with  tho  Indians  of  our 
country,  having  crossed  tho  plains  in  T60,  served  during  the  war  in 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico  and  since  that  time  have  collected  the  largest 
library  on  the  North  American  Indian  that  has  ever  been  gotten  together, 
which  I  have  presented  to  the  Newberry  Library  here,  spending  something 
liko  over  one-half  million  dollars  on  the  subject.  I  have  also  boen 
tho  President  or  Chairman  of  the  Administration  Committee  of  the  great 
Field  Museum  hero  for  twenty  years  and,  of  course,  have  boon  brought 
very  intimately  in  connection  with  all  tho  tribes  of  North  America 
through  our  purchases  of  their  paraphernalia,  etc. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  bo  useful  on  this  Commission  and 
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will  say  that  both  the  now  blood  and  tho  old  exhibited  the  same  intense 
interest  in  our  meeting  in  Washington,  but,  of  course,  unless  wo  are 
reasonably  well  supported,  it  is  useless,  and  the  quicker  the  Indian 
Commission  goes  out  of  existence  the  better  it  will  be  for  them. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  same  letter  to  Honorable  Scott 

Ferris. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


£ 


Chicago,  February  12th,  1913. 


Hon.  Soott  Ferris, 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir:- 

You,  of  course,  know  that  the  House  of  Representatives  voted 
$4,000.00  for  the  Indian  Commission,  that  it  was  raised  to  $10,000.00 
by  the  Senate  and  wo  are  sincerely  in  hopes  that  the  House  will  concede 
to  that  amount  in  the  Conference  Committee. 

I  feel,  Mr.  Ferris,  that  the  Indian  Commission  can  do  great 
good  to  the  Indian  race  if  they  have  money  enough  to  visit  the  reser¬ 
vations  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  wants  of  these  poor  poople  and  what 
they  should  have. 

I  certainly  should  not  have  accepted  a  place  on  the  Commission 
and  would  not  stay  on  it  if  I  thought  I  could  not  bo  of  great  service. 

I  have  had  quite  an  experience  from  my  youth  with  the  Indians  of  our 
country,  having  crossed  the  plains  in  '60,  served  during  the  war  in 
Arizona  and  Hew  Mexico  and  since  that  time  have  collected  the  largest 
library  on  the  North  American  Indian  that  has  over  been  gotten  together, 
which  I  have  presented  to  the  Newberry  Library  hero,  spending  something 
like  over  one-half  million  dollars  on  the  subject.  I  have  also  been 
the  President  or  Chairman  of  the  Adminstration  Committee  of  the  great 
Field  Museum  here  for  twenty  years  and,  of  course,  have  boon  brought 
very  intimately  in  connection  with  all  the  tribes  of  North  America 
through  our  purchases  of  their  paraphernalia,  etc. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  be  useful  on  this  Commission  and 
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will  say  that  both  the  new  blood  and  tho  old  exhibited  tho  same  intense 
interest  in  our  meeting  in  Washington,  but,  of  course,  unless  we  aro 
reasonably  well  supported,  it  is  useless,  and  the  quicker  the  Indian 
Commission  goes  out  of  existence  the  bettor  it  will  be  for  them. 


I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  same  letter  to  Honorable  Charles 


D.  Carter. 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN 


COMMISSIONERS 


OFFICE  REPORT 

January  4  to  February  13,  1915,  inclusive* 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners t 


Legislation 

Indian  legislation  has  centered  in  the  Indian  Appropriation 
Bill  (H.R.22874)  copier*  of  which,  ao  reported  the  the  Senate,  are 
sent  under  another  cover.  There  are  also  sent  copies  of  hearings 
numbers  1,  2  and  3  on  the  bill  before  the  Senate  Committee. 

Some  features  of  the  bill  of  particular  interest  to  members  of 
the  Board  are: 

Suppression  of  liquor  traffic,  page  4, line  §.  It  will  bo  noted 
that  the  language  has  been  modified  to  cover  mescal.  This  was  done 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
whom  was  sort  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of  mescal  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board* 

Health  v;erk,  page  4,  line  6.  The  Indian  Office  compromised  at 
$200,000  in  cons iderat ion  of  the  additional  amendment  (page  4,  line 
14),  appropriating  $300,000  for  hospitals. 

Expenses  of  Board,  page  8,  line  11.  References  to  this  item 
will  be  found  in  the  hearings,  pages  3-20  and  page  231.  The  sketoh 
of  the  Board’s  work,  prepared  by  Chairman  Vaux  in  accordance  with 
the  invitation  of  the  Committee,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  printed 
although  it  was  duly  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Committee. 

Navajo  schools,  page  15,  line  24*  This  is  the  same  item  which 
failed  last  year. 

^ite  Earth,  page  22,  line  4.  This  embodies  the  substance  of 
a  bill  introduced  by  Congressman  Steenereon  of  Minnesota.  Commissioner 
Moorehead  questioning  its  wisdom,  an  investigation  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  with  the  result  that  it  appeared  that  the  bill  had  the 
approval  of  the  Interior  Department  and  the  Department  of  Justice, 
several  clauses  having  been  added  at  the  suggestion  of  those 
Departments,  notably  lines  17  and  18,  page  22  and  lines  13-17,  page 
25. 


Fort  Sill  Apaches*  page  SB,  line  SO.  The  amendments  are  as 
suggested  by  the  Indian  Office.  It  in  very  likely  that  the  second 
proviso  relating  to  white  men  will  go  out  on  a  point  of  order  and 
it  is  understood  that  the  Senators  from  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  will, 
if  possible,  defeat  the  whole  paragraph  in  an  attempt  to  delay  or 
prevent  the  moving  of  any  of  the  Fort  Sill  Indians  to  their  states. 

District  agents  In  Oklahoma,  page  89,  line  1ft.  The  increased 
appropriation  would  provide  for  the  continuance  of  the  protection 
heretofore  furnished  by  district  agents* 

Oklahoma  aohoolc,  page  48,  line  6.  Thin  is  in  line  with  the 
opinion  of  Chairman  Vaux  expressed  by  him  to  the  Board  and  referred 
tc  in  the  Boards  last  report* 

Conferees.  It  appears  that  when  the  appropriation  bill  goes  to 
conference  the  House  will  be  represented  not  by  Representatives 
Stephens,  Ferris  and  Burke  as  last  year,  but  in  place  of  Mr.  Ferris 
will  be  Mr.  Charles  D.  Carter,  Democrat,  of  Oklahoma.  The  Senate 
conferees  are  not  definitely  known  but  Senators  Gamble  and  Clapp  will 
probably  be  two  of  them  t ho  third  place  going  probably  to  Senator 
Owen  of  Oklahoma  or  to  Senator  Chamberlain  of  Oregon. 


Resort  of  Public  Health  Service* 

Late  in  January  offioiais  of  the  Public  Health  Service  submitted 
to  Congress  a  report  on  health  conditions  among  Indians.  This  report 
is  exhaustive  as* regards  trachoma  although  as  regards  tuberculosis 
the  field  was  less  thoroughly  covered.  It  contains  very  interesting 
recommendations  and  fully  bears  out  the  need  for  greater  increased 
medical  and  hospital  facilities.  The  report  has  been  submitted  and 
is  being  printed  as  a  Senate  document,  but  copies  are  not  yet  available. 
It  is  hoped  that  they  oan  be  sent  within  a  few  days. 


The  Plmas. 

The  Committee  on  Kxnenditutes  in  the  Interior  Department, through 
a  subcommittee  which  last  year  took  testimony  on  the  Pima  Reservation, 
has  issued  a  reuort  severely  criticising  and  recommending  the 
temporary  removal  of  Samuel  Adams,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
F.  H.  Sewell,  Director  of  the  Reclamation  Service  and  Supervising 
Engineer  L.  C.  Hill.  The  report  is  being  printed  and  copies  will  be 
sent  as  soon  as  possible* 


Investigation  of  Indian  Office. 

There  are  sent  under  separate  cover  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Exeondltures  in  the  Interior  Department  in  the  matter 
of  the  investigation  of  the  Indian  Office.  This  is  the  report  that 
had  just  been  submitted  at  the  time  the  Board  met  in  January. 


Pueblo  Lands* 


Much  interest  is  being  aroused,  in  the  attempts  of  certain  Pueblo 
Indians,  alleged  to  be  a  large  majority,  to  deed  their  lands  to  the 
United  States  to  be  held  in  trust  for  twenty-five  years  or  longer. 

A  large  delegation  cf  Pueblos  is  now  in  Washington,  and  on  February 
13th  were  given  a  hearing  before  the  Senate  Committee.  On  their  behalf 
it  is  alleged  that  they  do  not  know  the  value  of  land  in  money  and  that 
under  the  new  ste.te  government  are  very  likely  to  be  parted  from  their 
land  without  sufficient  consideration;  that  they  desire  to  have  the 
Government  take  over  their  lands  in  order  that  the  lands  by  becoming 
"Indian  country"  may  be  subject  to  the  Federal  laws  relating  to 
intoxicants,  it  being  alleged  that  local  sentiment  renders  violators 
of  the  state  liquor  law  practically  immune  from  punishment;  that  such 
action  would  avert  the  danger  arising  from  taxation  of  their  lands 
which  nay  at  any  time  be  imposed  by  the  state  legislature  and  which 
they  allege  would  result  in  the  sale  of  their  lands  for  delinquent 
taxes.  Three  of  the  pueblos  (villages)  have  already  deeded  their 
lands  to  the  United  States  under  the  conditions  above  named,  and  have 
sent  the  deeds  to  Washington  for  acceptance.  It  is  said  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  remaining  villages  are  ready  to  do  so. 

The  New  Mexico  delegation  in  Congress,  particularly  Senator 
Catron,  protests  that  the  Government  has  no  right  to  take  over  lands 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  any  state  without  the  consent  of  that 
state;  that  the  Pueblo  Indians  are  able  to  look  out  for  themselves; 
that  their  sole  object  is  to  avoid  just  taxation  in  future;  and  that 
the  state  laws  are  adequate  for  the  effective  protection  of  the  Indians 
against  liquor. 


The  Southern  Utes. 

About  the  middle  of  January  a  number  of  the  Southern  Utes 
located  in  Colorado  took  to  the  mountains  rather  than  deliver  to  the 
authorities  on©  of  their  number  charged  with  participation  in  a 
shooting  affray.  The  reports  cf  the  Superintendent  to  the  Indian 
Office  indicate  that  the  newspaper  accounts  of  the  affair  were  greatly 
overdrawn  and  that  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  movement  resulted 
from  a  misunderstanding  which  can  probably  be  cleared  up  without 
bloodshed*  As  yet  no  one  has  been  hurt  and  while  the  Indians  are 
supposed  to  be  still  in  the  mountains  they  are  not  being  pursued  with 
a  view  to  forceful  capture. 


Leech,  Red  and  Casa  Lakes. 

Owing  to  illness  of  his  wife.  Commissioner  Moorehead  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  start  for  Minnesota  to  make  the  investigation  authorized 
at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Board.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
Inspector  Linnen  of  the  Interior  Department,  in  whom  Commissioner 
Moorehead  hap  full  confidence,  is  or  soon  will  be  on  the  reservations 
in  question  and  Commissioner  Moorehead  hopeB  to  go  as  soon  as  Mrs. 
Moorehead's  condition  permits  him  to  leave. 


The  Jioarllla  Apache a. 

It  appears  that  the  Board  acted  wisely  with  reference  to  the 
complaints  brought  before  it  at  the  recent  meeting.  Commissioner 
Ketcham  has  heard  from  some  of  his  acquaintances  in  that  region,  one 
of  whom.  Father  T’eber,  a  missionary  among  the  Navajo  who  is  in  touch 
with  missionaries  from  near  the  Jioaryilla  Apaches,  told  the  Secretary 
on  February  13th  that  he  did  not  believe  any  actual  suffering  existed 
there • 


Five  Civilized  bribes  . 

There  are  enclosed  copies  of  a  letter  written  to  Commissioner 
Ketcham  by  Mr.  Grant  Foreman  of  Muskogee,  Oklahoma.  Commissioner  Ketcham 
referred  the  letter  to  this  office  thinking  that  although  it  contains 
nothing  new  it  would  nevertheless  be  of  interest  to  the  members  as 
showing  a  local  view  of  the  district  agency  problem. 

The  matter  of  district  agents  is  also  treated  at  considerable 
length  in  the  Senate  hearings  sent  under  another  cover,  especially 
pages  126-177 . 


Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  held 
January  15-17  are  sent  under  separate  cover.  In  view  of  the 
approaching  change  of  secretaries,  the  minutes  have  been  written  out 
at  somewhat  greater  length  than  might  otherwise  he  desirable. 


Office  Details. 

Callers  at  the  office  have  beens  Mrs.  E.  E.  Newton,  Supervisor 
Indian  Office,  Jan.  7;  Hamilton  Peltz  of  the  New  York  Herald,  Jan. 

9  Jan.  13 ;  Commissioner  Mcorehead,  Jan.  13;  Commissioners  Ayer  and 
Moorehead,  Jan.  14;  Thos.  Sloan  of  Nebraska  and  J.  F.  Estes  of 
South  Dakota  (both  Indians),  Jan.  14;  N.  B.  Ainsworth  of  Oklahoma 
City,  Jan.  16;  J.  F.  Estes  of  Greenwood,  South  Dakota,  Jan.  16; 
Commissioner  Ayer,  Jan.  18;  Commissioner  Eliot,  Jan.  18;  Commissioner 
Ketcham,  Feb.  1;  S.  M.  Brosius  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association, 

Feb.  6}  annual  meeting  of  Board,  Jan.  15_17. 

Calls  outside  office,  interviews,  etc.  have  included:  At  rooms 
of  House  Indian  Committee,  Jan.  11,  Feb.  10;  at  rooms  of  Senate 
Indian  Committee,  Jan.  11,  Feb.  10;  numerous  calls  at  Indian  Office 
including  talks  with  W.  M.  Peterson  about  the  Jicarillas,  Jan.  13; 
with  K.  3.  Meritt  and  Mr.  Lusk  of  the  Bureau  of  Cathtolio  Indian 
Missions  about  the  Boards  appropriation,  Jan.  13;  with  Mr.  Abbott 
about  Osage  matters,  Jan.  £8  and  with  Doctors  Murphy  and  Russell 
about  appropriation  for  health  work;  at  rooms  of  ftammlaxisonss  Committee 


on  Expenditures  in  the  Interior  Department#  Jan.  11,  Jan.  25,  Feb.  15 j 
at  Interior  Department  regarding  White  Earth  matters,  Jan.  25;  talk 
with  Mr.  O’Brien  of  the  Department  of  Justice  regarding  White  Earth 
matters,  Jan.  25;  interviews  with  Representatives  Soott  Ferris  and 
Chas.  D.  Carter  of  Oklahoma  regarding  the  Fort  Sill  Apaches  and 
also  with  reference  to  the  ^oard,  Feb.  10 j  at  hearing  given  Pueblo 
delegation  by  Senate^  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  Feb.  15. 

The  copy  of  the  official  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Board 
since  1869,  whioh  work  is  being  done  in  odd  minutes,  has  been  finished 
up  to  the  year  1901  and  one  copy  up  to  the  year  1889  has  been  sent  to 
Chairman  Vaux  for  reference  and  safe  keeping  outside  the  3oard*s 
office. 

The  Secretary  wishes  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Board  in  the 
following  matter.  As  explained  at  the  recent  annual  meeting,  while 
he  will  remain  with  the  Board  until  April  1st,  if  a  successor  is  not 
found  prior  to  that  date,  it  will  necessarily  be  under  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  pressure  of  work  whioh  is  unavoidable  in  preparation  for 
the  taking  over  on  that  date  of  the  work  of  the  Lake  Mohonk 
Conferences.  Under  the  circumstances  he  assumes  that  the  Board  will 
excuse  him  from  strict  observance  of  offioe  hours  and  perhaps  from 
quite  as  active  work  as  heretofore,  it  being  understood  of  course 
that  important  matters  will  not  be  neglected  and  that  the  Board’s 
stenographer  will  keep  the  office  open  during  any  absences  of  the 
Secretary  who  will  at  all  times  be  quickly  accessibly  by  telephone. 


If 'SECOND  CONGRESS. 


H.  T.  HELGESEN.  N.  DAK. 


# 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE  ON  I  N  D  I A  N  AFFAI  R  S , 
WASH INGTON. 


Feby.  13th.  1913. 


Ur.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Dear  Sir:- 


I  an  in  receipt  of  your  letter  favoring  an  increased 
appropriation  fron  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Hou3e  in  the  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill^  for  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  and  it 
will  Jiave  my  attention  and  consideration  also  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  Conferees  when  this  matter  cones  up  in 
conference. 


I  am,  very  Respectfully. 


Chairman. 


GEO.  E.  CHAMBERLAIN 


CHAIRMAN 


J&tatex  J&enate, 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 


February  13th,  1913 


Edward  E.  Ayer,  Esq., 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer : - 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  11th  instant.  I  note  what 
you  say  in  reference  to  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
work  of  your  Commission,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  10,000.00  may  be 
allowed.  I  will  be  glad  to  support  an  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  for 
that  amount  I  am  sure. 


ith  kind  regards,  I  am. 


Yours  very  sincerely 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE  ON  I  N  D  I A  N  AFFAI  R  S , 
WAS  HI NGTON. 


February  13,  1913. 


i'.  Ed  i  rd  E.  Ayer, 


hy  des r  Sir: 


Failway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 


I  have  your  favor  of  the  11th,  and  note  '..hat  yo  ; 
in  regard  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 


It  has  req  ir  -d  some  effort  to  cont.  inue  the  a  /pro¬ 
pria  ti  >n  that  has  heretofore  been  made,  and  so  fur  as  the  House  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  doubt  if  the  increase  ro  v:19,000  could  be  sustained.  Trie  mat¬ 
ter  will  be  a  subject  for  the  conference  committee  on  the  Indian  h  pro- 
priation  Bill,  and  as  one  Member  thereof,  I  will  look  into  it  carefully 
with  a  view  of  determining  as  to  the  advisability  of  increasing  the  ap¬ 
propriation  above  what  it  is  for  the  current  year. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  TIIE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

B-a  533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

February  13,  1913 

Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of 
February  11th  indicating  the  substance  of  what  you  wrote 
to  members  of  the  prospective  conference  committee. 

The  tone  of  your  letter  is  sure  to  do  much  good.  There  is 
one  slight  inaccuracy  where  you  estimate  that  $500  is 
spent  for  publishing  reports.  The  Board  no  longer  bears 
that  expense,  but  the  $500  is  used  and  often  more  than 
used  in  the  traveling  expenses  of  members  to  and  from 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board,  for  stationery, 
telephone  service,  etc. 


States  Senate, 


COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


Washington,  D.C.,  February  14,  li>13, 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill., 

My  dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  11th  is  at  hand  and  contents 
noted.  The  Senate  Committee  amended  the  House  bill  in¬ 
creasing  the  appropriation  for  the  Board  of  Indian  Commission¬ 
ers  $10,000. 


I  cordially  sympathize  with  the  amendment  and  ap¬ 


preciate  the  necessity  for  retaining  the  amount  in  order  to 
make  the  Commission  effective  and  efficient.  You  may  rest 
assured  I  will  do  everything  I  can  looking  to  the  retaining 
of  the  amount,  not  only  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  the 
Senate  but  in  conference. 


Yours  very  truly. 


CJV  Uhm'im  ut 
iiihxxlii'  JlnMaitiWifiaume 
ly.iia  Wtmjfim.  iH.iiJ . 

1326  NEW  YORK  AVENUE. 

Feb. 


♦ 


14,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,.  Illinois. 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 

I  have  your  letter  of  Febru¬ 
ary  11th.  There  are  some  very  interesting 
Indian  questions  being  agitated  just  now  at 
the  Capital. 

I  once  more  thank  you  for  your 
kind  invitation  as  regards  next  summer  and 
assure  you  I  shall  so  my  very  best  to  spend 
at  least  a  few  days^  with  you. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 

Leech  Lake  Agency. 

Onigum,  Minn.  Febr.  17,  1913. 

lion.  Edw.  E.  Ayer, 

U.  S.  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg.,  Michigan,  Ave., 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

My  dear  Sir: 

I  have  had  a  recent  letter  from  our  mutual  friend, 
Mr.  Warren  K.  Moorehead,  in  which  he  asks  me  to  give  you  a 
little  further  information  with  relation  to  the  logging  oper¬ 
ations  on  the  ceded  Chippewa  Indian  lands  in  Minnesota. 

Prior  to  about  ten  years  ago,  my  information  is, 
the  timber  sold  on  the  Chippewa  lands  was  disposed  of  on  stump- 
age  estimates,  made  by  various  persons,  in  the  tree  as  standing. 
That  these  estimates  so  made  were  very  low,  and  while  the  price 
of  the  timber  per  thousand  might  be  said  to  be  of  a  fair  value, 
still  the  estimates  of  the  timber  were  made  so  low  that  the 
Indians  realized  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  actual  value 
of  the  timber.  For  instance,  in  the  sale  of  the  Red  Lake 
timber,  made  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  on  estimates  which 
were  very  small  and  inaccurate,  I  am  reliably  informed  that 
this  stumpage  for  white  pine  and  Norway  pine  did  not  cost  the 
lumber  companies,  who  purchased  same,  to  exceed  fifty  cents 
per  thousand. 

About  ten  years  ago  logging  operations  on  the  ceded 


B.E.A.-2. 


Chippewa  lands  were  commenced  under  the  management  of  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Logging  William  O’Neil,  and  he  has  had  continuous 
charge  of  said  operations  since  that  time.  All  of  the  logs 
cut  are  scaled  on  the  hank,  checked  and  marked,  and  from 
such  operations  Indians  have  received  to  date  about  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  which  has  been  placed  to  their  credit  in 
the  United  States  Treasury.  It  will  take  about  three  years 
more  to  complete  the  logging  operations  on  these  ceded  lands 
and  further  funds  of  probably  three  million  dollars  will  be 
received.  To  date,  the  logs  cut  and  scaled  have  overrun  the 
estimate  of  standing  timber  by  over  four  hundred  forty  million 
feet . 

I  believe  Superintendent  O’ Neil, to  be  an  honest  man 
and  properly  conducting  these  logging  operations.  I  empha¬ 
sized  the  necessity  of  a  bank  scale  in  all  logging  operations 
in  a  former  letter  to  Mr.  Moorhead,  believing  that  possibly 
further  Red  Lake  timber  might  be  cut  under  some  legislation 
which  might  be  secured  by  Congress. 

In  one  particular  instance  I  mentioned  that  in  a  little 
over  three  hundred  million  feet  of  logs,  as  shown  by  bank  scal$ 
the  estimate  of  this  standing  timber  was  only  about  one-half 
of  said  amount,  so  that  the  bank  scale  of  the  operations  under 
William  O’Neil  has  extended  back  to  the  commencement  of  said 
operations  about  ten  years  ago.  However,  I  am  advised  that 
other  timber  on  White  Earth  reservation  and  elsewhere  has  been 


E.E.A.-3 


soLd  since  that  time  on  an  estimate  of  standing  timber. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  being  advertised  for 
sale  the  timber  on  about  750  allotments  belonging  to  Indians 
on  this  Leech  Lake  Reservation,  and  in  each  contract  a  bank 
scale  will  be  insisted  upon,  which  is  the  only  safe  and  proper 
scale.  These  bids  are  to  be  awarded  on  March  23,  1913. 

Trusting  that  this  information  is  what  you  desire 
and  witn  the  hope  that  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you 
in  person  some  day,  I  remain 


Very  respectfully, 


U.  S.  Inspected 


o 


7f 


DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTERIOR 
BOARD  OK  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

1606  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


February  Eighteenth 
Nineteen  Hundred  and  Thirteen 


Members  of  the  United  States  Board  of  Indian  Commis si oners. 
Gentlemen 


I  am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott  in  which  he  accepts  the  appointment  of  Secretary 
of  our  Board.  A  copy  of  this  letter  I  enclose  herewith.  You 
will  observe  that  Mr.  Abbott  is  desirous  that  the  matter  should 
not  be  made  public  at  present,  and  I  think  that  you  will  all  agree 
with  me  that  the  request  is  a  reasonable  one.  There  are  other 
expressions  in  the  letter  which  it  is  probable  are  not  intended 
for  general  consumption. 


Mr.  Phillips  has  thought  that  it  was  important  that 
8 one  of  our  members  should  discuss  personally  with  the  members 
of  the  Conference  Committee  the  importance  of  the  increase  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  Board  for  the  next  fiocal  year.  It  has 
been  impossible  for  mo  to  go  to  Washington,  and  I  have  done  what 
seemed  the  next  best  thing,  written  to  each  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee.  I  have  had  answers  from  oeveral  of  them,  no no  of  which 
are  more  than  formal  with  the  exception  of  that  from  Senator  Gamble, 
Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee-  In  it  he  says, 

\'\ 

MI  am  heartily  in  favor  of  it  (the  increase  in 
our  appropriation)  and  will  do  everything  I  can  to 
pass  it  through  the  Senate  and  also  to  have  it 
concurred  in  in  Congress.” 


Yours  very  truly, 


GV  DS 


Department  of  the  Interior 
Office  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
Washington 

1312  Sue  lid  St. 

February  14,  1913. 


Dear  Mr.  Vauxi- 


Af'er  very  careful  consideration  I  have  decided  to 
accept  tne  Secretaryship  of  your  Board  upon  the  appointment  of  a 
Commissioner  to  relieve  me.  for  the  reasons  aiscussod  in  our  14st 
conversation,  it  will  be  important,  of  course,  not  to  wake  the 
matter  public  at  this  time. 

fihile  many  of  my  friends  have  urged  me  to  permit  them 
to  use  tr.  >ir  inf l.i  nee  to  hold  me  in  my  present  position,  I  an  firm¬ 
ly  convinced  that  I  can,  with  the  active  support  of  the  capable  and 
public  spirited  nen  sho  now  constitute  your  Board,  in  tne  position  of 
Secretary,  accomplish  enough  more  for  the  penaanent  good  of  the  Indians, 
to  ,  :oro  than  compensate  me  for  the  small  lass  in  salary.  Besices,  I 
fear  I  have  be on  "boss  of  the  shop-  too  long  to  make  it  easy  for  me  to 
go  back  to  second  place,  unless  T.  might  have  something  to  say  in  endow¬ 
ing  my  boss,  raid  I  foresee  that  the  republican  who  would  occupy  second 
place  here  would  have  to  carry  on  hie  soul  the  consciousness  tnat  at 
least  fifteen  patriotic  democrats  "equally  or  better  qualified  for  .he 
iob  wore  b  ;ing  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  save  the  Indians  of  the 
country  from  the  "demnition  ■  owwows"  by  toe  audacious  effrontery 
of  said  republican. 

The  more  I  think  of  the  possibi liti.es  of  real  service  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  the  more  eager  I  era 
compelled  to  be,  to  take  hold  or  the  new  work.  In  tide  connection 
the  importance  of  securing  the  appropriation  of  10,000.  for  the  Board 
must  not  be  overlooked.  The  justification  placed  in  the  record  by  the 
members  of  the  Board  who  appeared  before  the  Senate  Committee  is  strong, 
but  I  hope  members  of  the  Board  will  follow  up  with  ^ome  personal 
during  the  next  few  days.  I  have  done  and  am  doing  all  1  properly  can. 

Ur.  Phillips  has  sent  you  copies  of  the  Senate  Bill  and 
of  tlie  Senate  Committee  hearings  from  w  ich  you  may  have  noted  that  the 
Senate  Committee  has  given  us  4350,000.  reimbursable  to  encourage  In¬ 
dians  in  industry.  "his  I  feel  ia  the  greatest  victory  accomplished 
and  i  iwtenc!  to  fight  hard  to  hold  this  item  through  conf  -rence.  *• 
alao  killed  a  pernicious  attempt  on  the  part  of  Butler  and  Vale  to  ,  at 
another  contract  with  tne  consolidated  bands  of  Utes. 

It  is  ray  intention  next  week  to  tpond  considerable  time 
with  Mr.  Phillips  going  over  matters  in  his  office. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours, 

F.  H.  Abbott 


Hon.  George  Vaux,  Jr. 

Chairman  Board  Indian  Commissioners,  Philadelphia. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  February  20,  1913 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Coinmis  si  oners: 

The  enclosed 

oopies  of  documents  submitted  by  Mr.  S.  M.  Broslus,  of  the 
Indian  Rights  Association,  are  self-explanatory.  The  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  bill  against  which  the  Indians  protest,  have 
been  incorporated  in  the  pending  Indian  Appropriation  Bill 
page  60,  lines  1,  otc. 

This  is  the  matter  which  Mr.  Brosius  presented  to 
the  Board  at  its  reoent  annual  meeting,  and  it  was  largely 
this  question  that  led  to  the  sxpression  in  the  Board's 
43d.  annual  report  (1911-12),  pages  13  and  14,  regarding 
water  rights  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Brosius  is  especially  anxious  that  those  members 
of  the  Board  who  feel  that  his  position  is  correct,  should 
communicate  immediately  with  the  probable  conferees  on  the 
Indian  Appropriation  Bill,  especially  those  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Honorable  John  H.  Stephens,  Honorable  Charles 
D.  Carter  and  Honorable  Charles  H.  Burke,  all  of  whom  are 
presumably  inclined  to  oppose  the  legislation  (which  was  added 
in  the  Senate).  The  Senate  oonferees  will  probably  be 
Senators  Robert  J.  Gamble,  Moses  E.  Clapp  and  either  Robert 
L.  Owen  or  George  E.  Chamberlain. 


To  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire, 

House  of  Representatives  and  Congress, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

We,  the  undersigned  Yakima  Indians  and  allottees  of  the 
Yakima  Indian  Reservation  have  assembled  in  Council  January  30,  1913, 
at  White  Swan,  Washington,  on  the  Yakima  Indian  Reservation. 

We  pray  for  what  we  think  a  just  right,  and  a  right  that 
belongs  to  us.  First  and  abAve  all  we  want  our  Water  Canals  on  the 
Yakima  Indian  Reservation  to  remain  as  usual.  We  protest  against 
the  bill  No.  6693,  which  W.  L.  Jones  has  prepared  to  introduce  at 
this  session  of  Congress,  we  find  ourselves  unable  under  existing 
conditions  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  bill  H.R.2687*. 

We  have  gi'tran  this  bill  (6693)  oareful  investigation,  and  have 
discovered  it  an  injury  to  the  Indians  on  this  Reservation,  a  de¬ 
priving  soheme,  a  scheme  that  will  gradually  grind  our  80  aore 
allotments  down  to  the  minimum  of  20  acres.  Consequently  we  pray 
and  ask  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in  both  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  and  Congress  to  give  our  protest  relative  to  the  bill 
H.R. 26374  a  thorough  investigation.  We  bitterly  oppose  any  soheme 
that  arises  from  or  is  established  by  the  Reclamation  Act  on  the 
Yakima  Indian  Reservation.  The  present  Canals  on  the  Yakima  Indian 
Reservation  were  all  ereoted  from  funds  of  the  "Yakima  Indian  Tribal 
Fund"  and  they  are  of  capacity  sufficient  to  hold  and  flow  water 
sufficient  to  irrigate  all  lands  under  these  ditches,  should  we  get 
our  just  claim  of  the  Yakima  River  and  Ahtanum  Creek,  and  a  flow  of 
these  waters  to  supply  the  capacity  of  these  above  mentioned  canals. 

As  to  our  claims  of  the  Yakim&JFJiver  and  Ahtanum  Creek,  we 
claim  enough  water  to  irrigate  all* lands  which  are  riparian  to  these 
streams.  This  river  and  creek  are  evidently  known  by  the  Government 
as  the  East  and  North  Boundary  ^ines.  Ahtanum  creek  is  a  tributary 
of  the  Yakima  River  and  the  North  boundary  line,  while  the  Yakima 
River  is  the  East  line.  And  both  have  a  sufficient  flow  of  water 
to  supply  all  the  lands  available  under  the  ditches,  if  we  are 
granted  our  request. 

Further:  We  claim  all  waters  such  as  creeks,  rivers  and 
spring  waters  within  our  boundary  lines,  and  we  pray  and  ask  Con¬ 
gress  and  other  officials  in  Washington,  D.  0.,  within  their  juris¬ 
diction,  to  restore  these  just  rights  to  us. 

Weyallup  Wayaclka  his  X  mark 
Chief  Judge  Yakima  Tribal  Court, 

And  141  other  members  of  the 
Yakima  Tribe  of  Indians. 

Louis  Mann, 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  Yakima 
Indian  Counoils* 


S.  M.  BROSIUS  % 

.  Agent 

Indian  Rights  Association 
and  Counselor  at  Law 
McGill  Building, 903  G  St.N.W. 
Washing tony  D.D. 


(copy) 


February  19,  1913. 


(Letter  to  Members  of  Congress) 

We  respectfully  urge  consideration  of  the  enclosed  cmmr  « 
protest  of  the  Yafcima  Indians,  State  of  Washington,  against & 
amendments  of  the  Senate  incorporated  in  the  Ind°ai 

SB874,  Calendar  No.  1071),  which  appropriates^*1* ation 
aii,11??'  ei§kt  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($1,800^000)  for  con 
strucoing  storage  reservoirs  on  the  Yakima  Rive-,  WashinstoS 

s..«S  S2Sg  S°S£, 

legisiataon  in  question  and  urging  that  the  status  of  the  water 

^p^PCn^o°eeXef lmS  R9B9™ti0"  “  »>•  dete^in^d 

SeV?  ^P^|d1^t1pS°se^,t89^ieia  for 

the  irrigation  of  about  SO  acres  per  capita.  The  Indiana  i-noi£,+ 
that  they  have  heretofore  used  about  1000  cubic  feet  of  refer  Tier 
!!“?«'  ^  tha*  the  limitation  to  400  oub?c  feet  per  seo^f  PBr 
«19m  ?f  water  for  irrigation  to  which  they  are  justly 
entitled  by  prior  appropriation  and  by  riparian  rights!  J  7 

We  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Indians  whose  land 

b^l,^ 

lng^the  facb'that 

controls  their  property  so  that  their  fJZT Ire^lt anSe  for 
T+eifiVS^  in  Becliri2?  a_  judicial  determination  of  their  rights. 

I  ??  ve£y  diffio^lt  for  the  Indians  to  secure  a  sufficient 

contribution  from  their  private  means  to  prosecute  the ^ecessa^ 
litigation,  and  indeed  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  do  so.  7 

the  rfwh *ha*  U  lB  m08t  ^Portant  to  determine 
f  ^heseJI?di?ns  t0  the  us©  of  these  irrigable  waters 
fc-e-?ore  the  proposed  legislation  is  adopted.  wafers 

Very  respectfully. 


Agent,  Indian  Rights  Association. 


“  (copy) 

iBE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Yakima 
Reservation  Water  Users  Association  that  the  plans  to  irrigate 
the  Yakima  Indian  Reservation  suggested  by  the  United  States 

Reclamation  Service  and  Secretarfpisher,  involving  an  e^ense 

of  between  $5,000,000  and  $6,000,000,  be  not  approved*  That 
it  is  the  sense  of  the  Association  that  the  old  plans  hereto¬ 
fore  suggested  by  the  Indian  Department  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Irrigation  of  the  lands  on  the  Yakima  Indian  Reserva¬ 
tion  irrigable  by  gravity  flow  of  water,  and  which  system  has 
been  praotioally  two-thirds  completed  and  can  be  completed 
for  an  expenditure  of  approximately  $150,000,  be  the  plan 
pursued  in  further  irrigation  on  the  Yakima  Indian  Reserva¬ 
tion  as  to  lands  now  irrigable  by  gravity  flow.  That  if  any 
land  must  or  can  be  irrigated  by  pulnping  plants,  that  such 
lands  be  oharged  with  the  full  expense  thereof  and  that  no 
part  of  such  expense  be  charged  against  lands  which  can  now 
be  irrigated  by  gravity  flow  -by  the  last  named  system.  That 

I®  pafsag!  0f*th9  Proposed  bill  to  appropriate 

“1,800,000  for  stored  water. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Yakima 
Reservation  Water  Users  Association  that  the  United  States 
Government  should  immediately  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought  a 
suit  to  secure  for  the  irrigable  lands  on  the  Yakima  Indian 
Reservation  a  prior  right  to  such  of  the  waters  of  the  Yakima 
River  as  will  furnish  sufficient  water  to  irrigate  the 
irrigable  lands  on  such  reservation.  That  the  legal  status  of 
the  water  rights  appurtenant  to  such  reservation  should  be 
established  and  settled  by  proper  legal  proceedings  at  once. 

(Signed)  Yakima  Water  Users  Association. 

Prank  Williams,  President. 

Henry  J ones.  Secretary. 


February  8,  1915. 


S.  K«  BROSIUS 

Agent 

Indian  Rights  Ao go elation 
and  Counselor  at  Law 
I'OQIU  Building,908  0  St.H.W. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


February  19,  191*. 


Mr.  H.  C.  Phillips, 

Secretary,  Bd.  Indian  Comers. 

Dear  Mr*  Phillips? 

We  wieh  to  enlist  your  prompt  Interest  in 
opposing  the  legislation.  Incorporated  by  anendraent  of  the 
Senate  to  the  pending  Indian  Appropriation  act  (H.R.  26874- 
Calendar  Ho*  1071)  Uniting  the  fro©  use  of  water  for  irriga¬ 
tion  of  the  120,000  acres  of  irrigable  lands  allotted  to 
Yakima  Indians,  Washington,  to  400  cubic  feet  per  second, 
estimated  to  bo  {sufficient  for  32,000  acres. 

The  120,000  cores  of  irrigable  lands  are  already  allotted 
to  these  Indians,  and  the  lands  aro  valueless  without  irriga¬ 
tion*  While  the  Yakimas  hare  80  acres  each  allotted  to  them, 
the  legislation  if  adopted  will  limit  them  to  use  of  free  water 
to  about  20  acres  per  capita,  being  one-fourth  of  their 
allotment.  They  would  now  be  making  beneficial  use  of  double 
that  amount  of  water  had  they  not  bean  denied  water  by  the 
Reclamation  Service*  The  Indians  claim  they  were  using  about 
1000  cubic  feet  per  second  prior  to  the  time  they  were  denied 
water  by  action  or  lack  of  aotion  by  the  Government  in 
protecting  their  rights* 

The  •far®  unit1  for  contiguous  lands  under  irrigation  Is 
fixed  by  the  Government  at  a  minimum  of  40  acres,  and  lands 
held^by^private  persona  may  have  water  for  160  acres  as  a 

I  enclose  copy  of  the  MEMORIAL  of  the  Yafciraas,  and  Invite 
your  special  attention  to  pages  S,  4,  5  and  6,  fOr  statement 
of  the  case* 

I  also  enclose  copy  of  ray  letter  this  day  addressed  to 
members  of  Congress?  also  enclosed  find  copy  of  Yakima  protest 
and  Resolutions  of  Yakima  Ho  nervation  Water  Users  Association. 

Very  respectfully, 

(signed)  s*  M.  BROSIUS 


Chicago,  February  21,  191S, 


.Mr.  George  Vau yit  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

Dear  Sir:- 

In  addition  to  the  parties  .1  wrote  you  about  yesterday  that 
Hr.  Ayer  wrote  to  in  regard  to  tho  £ 10, 000. 00  appropriation,  ho  wrote 
the  following: 

Representatives  Mann  and  Evans. 

Senators  LaFollotte  and  Cullom. 

Representative  Mann  did  not  roply. 

Representative  Evans  said  he  would  see  tho  Illinois  Dele¬ 
gation  and  other  Delegations  in  rogard  to  tho  matter. 

Sonator  LaFollotte  said  ho  would  do  everything  ho  properly 
could  to  havo  a  sufficient  appropriation  xnado  to  enable  tho  Commission 
to  do  its  worlc  thoroughly. 

Senator  Cullom  wrote  that  ho  would  do  everything  ho  could 
for  tho  $10,000.00  Appropriation. 

Yours  vory  truly, 


Chicago ,  Ill.,  February  20,  1913. 


Mr,  Goorgo  Vatvs:,  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Building, 

Philadelphia ,  ?a . 

Dear  Sir:- 

Referring  to  yours  of  February  18th  to  the  Ilomborc  of  the 
Board  of  Indian  Coraois si oners  and  copy  of  letter  to  you  from  Mr. 
Abbott  datod  February  14th,  which  you  mail o a  to  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer. 

Mr.  Ayer  loft  Chicago  yesterday,  will  sail  from  New  York 
on  February  EFnd  for  Euro no  and  will  not  return  until  about  the  15th 
of  Juno.  I  will  advise  him  about  Mr.  Abbott  accepting  tho  Secretary¬ 
ship  of  tho  Board. 

Mr.  Ayer  wrote  the  following  in  reference  to  tho  appro¬ 
priation  of  §10,000.00. 

Senators  Owen,  Gamblo  and  Chanborlain. 

Representatives  Burke,  Stephens,  Ferris  and  Carter. 

Senator  Gamble  wrote  that  he  would  do  everything  he  could 
to  have  §10,000.00  appropriated. 

Senator  Chamberlain  said  ho  will  support  an  appropriation 

for  §10,000.00. 

Represontative  Burke  says  ho  will  look  into  tho  matter  care¬ 
fully  and  give  it  his  attention,  but  has  doubts  of  tho  increase  to 
§10,000.00. 

Representative  Stephens  says  tho  matter  will  have  his  atten¬ 
tion  and  consideration. 

The  others  have  not  answered  up  to  dato. 

Yours  very  truly, 


•  Secretary. 


Chicago.  February  19th,  19113. 


Dear  Ur,  Linnen,- 


X  have  yours  of  Fobruary  17th  and  content c  notod. 

I  thank  you  exceedingly  for  your  courtesy  in  answering  and 


I  want  to  take  tho  opportunity  of  congratulating  you  most  sincerely  on 


tho  splendid  work  you  have  dono  amongst  the  Indians  in  all  the  time  you 


have  boon  with  them. 

If  you  should.be  in  Chicago  during  tho  summer  time,  I  hope 
you  will  come  to  my  office  and  telephone  me  at  my  Lake  Geneva  homo,  as 
I  would  like  to  have  you  come  tip  and  pay  mo  a  visit. 

This  letter  will  be  marked  "Dictated”  and  signed  by  my 
Secretary,  as  I  start  for  Europe  within  an  hour. 


Yory  sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  E.  3.  Linnen, 


United  States  Inspector 
Leech  Lake  Agency, 
Onigum,  Minn. 


Diet.  E.E.A, 


Chicago,  February  19th,  1913 


Dear  Father  Kotchan , - 

I  have  yours  of  February  14th  and  contents  notod.  The  re¬ 
ports  also  cane  duly  to  hand  and  I  an  exceedingly  obliged  to  you. 

I  wish  there  was  cone  way  that  my  Librarian,  Miss  Smith, 
of  the  Newberry  Library  here,  could  got  hold  of  a  list  of  all  the 
publications  of  tho  Catholic  Missions.  I  would  liko  to  socuro  every 
one  of  them  that  we  have  not.  got  for  my  Americana  Library  in  the 
Newberry  Library.  If  you  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  us,  wo  will 
estoom  it  a  special  fayor. 

Mrs.  Ayer  and  I  leave  today  for  Europe.  I  sincerely  hope 
to  see  you  at  Lake  Geneva  during  the  coming  summer. 

Yours  very  truly. 


Rev.  Wm.  H.  Netcham, 

1326  New  York  Avenue, 

Washington,  D.C. 


* 


Chicago,  February  19,  1913. 

Ky  dear  Mr.  Phillips, - 

I  have  yours  of  February  13th  and  contents  noted. 
I  will  approciato  it  very  much  if  y6u  will  kindly  send  no  another 
copy  of  the  report  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 


Hr.  E.  C.  Phillips,  Sec'y., 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Washington,  D.C. 


Piet.  2.32, A 


THE  ATCHISON,  TOPEKA  &  SANTA  EE  RY, 


Subject:-  Employment  of  Navajo  Indians. 


At  Topeka,  Kansas. 
February  22,  1913. 
File - 11148. 

PERSONAL. 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer,- 

Referring  to  our  conversation  in  regard  to  the 
Manajo  Indians,  we  have  at  the  present  time  none  in  our  service 
in  any  department.  At  times  we  employ  Mojave  Indians  in  the  vicinity 
in  the  Needles,  but  usually  not  in  employment  that  is  regular  and 
continued. 

We  have  employed  Mavajo  Indians  in  the  past  to  some 
extent,  but  they  can  not  be  had  in  large  numbers,  and  in  Summer  when 
the  corn  is  ripe  all  quit  and  go  home  to  feed  on  green  corn. 

It  is  our  experience  that  neither  the  Navajos,  Lagunas 
nor  other  Indians  can  be  relied  upon  for  continuous  work.  As  they 
are  liable  to  desert  at  a  time  when  their  services  are  most  needed, 
and  when  other  help  is  very  difficult  to  obtain,  our  people  find  the 
effort  to  give  them  employment  very  discouraging. 

If  you  have  any  suggestions  as  to  methods  which  might 
be  tried  to  overcome  this  difficulty,  we  would  be  glad  to  assist. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

fsgd)  W.  B.  Story,  Jr., 


Mr.  E.  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange , 
Chicago,  Ill. 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

B-a  533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

February  24,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

Answering  your  letter  of 
February  19th,  I  am  asking  the  clerk  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  mail  directly  to  you 
another  copy  of  the  hearings. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Moorehead  says  that  he 
has  given  up  going  to  Minnesota  and  proposed  instead  to 
go  to  Oklahoma  about  the  middle  of  March.  This  I 
assume  is  agreeable  to  ybu,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Oklahoma  field  needs  attention  much  more  than  do 
affairs  in  Minnesota* 


Secretary. 


(copy) 


Pine  Point ,  Minn.#  Peb.  27th#  1913. 

Proceedings  of  Council,  held  at  Pine  Point,  White  Earth 
Reservation,  Minnesota,  fry  the  full-blood  Indians,  who  are 
members;  namely  the  White  Earth,  Leech  Lake,  Red  Lake,  Ball 
Club  and  Fond  du  Lao  Reservations. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Geo.  Smith,  the  council  was  called 
to  order  by  John  Coleman,  chairman,  and  the  delegates  seated 
in  the  usual  Indian  customs— the  following  resolutions  were 
put  before  the  House  and  adopted: 

First:  We  the  full-blood  Indian  members  of  the  different 

Reservations,  namely.  White  Earth,  Leech  Lake,  Red  Lake,  Ball 
Club  and  Fond  du  Lac,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  respectfully 
petition  the  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Interior,  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  Hon.  Members  of  Congress,  as  full-blood  Indian  members 
of  the  several  Indian  Reservations  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  have 
organized  and  prefected  a  consolidation,  as  a  whole  into  one  body, 
one  heart  and  one  mind,  and  attach  our  names  to  that  end. 

Second:  That  no  delegation  or  representatives  of  any 

band  or  a  delegation  representing  the  mixed-blood  cause,  shall 
be  recognized  by  the  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Interior  or  the  Department 
thereof  and  the  Indian  Bureau  without  it  is  authorized  by  this 
organization. 

Third:  That  an  Investigation  shall  be  made,  on  the 

different  Reservations  concerning  all  scrips  and  scrippees  and 
all  scrippees  and  their  descendants  or  any,  found  as  such,  shall 
be  stricken  from  the  Annuity  Pay  Rolls.  We  firmly  believe  they 
are  upward  of  1000  or  more  mixed-bloods  or  other  people  that  has 
no  legal  right  to  participate  in  our  annuities  lands  and  tribal 
funds  and  we  ask  that  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the 
Indian  Bureau  suspend  all  annuities  for  a  time  being  until  such 
time  that  the  investigation  shall  make  a  report  or  the  courts  may 
pass  judgment  or  render  a  decision  bearing  bn  these  cases  and  we 
respectfully  request  that  the  following  families  be  investigated 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  their  legal  rights  of  enrollment 
upon  any  of  the  Chippewa  Reservation  in  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
Campbells,  Brisbois,  Bellecourts,  LaChapelles,  Donnells,  DeMaris, 
Bellefeuilles,  Roy  Philomen,  Bisson,  LaFond,  Trotochaud,  Blair, 
Beans,  Aitklns,  Rogers  and  wife,  Beaupra,  Bement,  Branchaud, 
Hamlins,  Beaulieu,  LeGos,  LeQuers,  Fairbanks,  McArthur,  MoDougal 
and  Morrisofl. 

Fourth:  We  appeal  to  the  new  administration  for  our 

lifres  and  property,  as  in  the  past  when  we  refused  to  sell  our 
allotments,  it  has  been  sold  for  taxation,  and  members  of 
Reservations  has  been  assaulted  and  slain,  and  we  have  been  unable 
to  have  the  murderers  prosecuted  by  either  State  or  Federal 
authorities,  both  claiming  lack  of  jurisdiction. 
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Fiftht  Resolved#  we  request  the  Hon.  Seo.  of  th©  Interior 
and  the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  call  to  Washington 
a  delegation  of  full-bloods  representing  the  different  bands  of 
Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota#  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  their 
business  affairs  and  all  expenses  of  this  delegation  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  tribal  funds. 

Sixth:  Resolved,  that  we  instruct  our  Secretary  to  send 

telegrams  to  chairman  of  Senate  Committee  Indian  Affairs#  chairman 
House  Committee  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Hon.  James  M.  Graham# 
M.C.,  protesting  against  the  expenses  of  the  mixed-blood 
representatives  about  to  leave  White  Earth  for  Washington  being 
paid  from  our  tribal  funds  and  further  requesting  our  protest 
against  the  Appropriation  Bill  in  its  present  form#  particularly 
to  that  clause  known  as  the  Steenerson  Amendment. 

Seventh:  Resolve  that  we  the  delegates  from  the  Red  Lake 

Reservation  representing  a  council  of  160  full-blood  Indians 
protest  against  the  amendment  for  a  preleminary  survey  of  our 
Reservation  for  the  purpose  of  allotlng  in  severalty,  and  suggest 
that  no  steps  be  taken  to  that  end. 

Chairman,  John  Coleman,  thumb-mark# 

Secretary#  ttohn  Broker,  thumb-mark, 

.  Interpreter#  Frank  Smith 

(Signed  also  by  87  Indians,  including  64  of  Pine  Point,  6 
of  Red  Lake,  2  of  Ball  Club,  15  of  Leech  Lake  and  5  of  Mille  Lac. 
Three  chiefs  are  among  the  signers.) 


t 
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Mr.  Vfarron  E.  Mo  or  ©head, 

Andover,  Hass. 

My  dear  Sir:- 

I  have  your  favor  of  March  10th 
adknowl edging  roceipt  of  the  $500 .00. 

Mr.  Ayer’s  address  is  c/o 
American  Express  Company,  11  Hue  Scribe, 
Paris,  Prance. 


Marclvl2th,  1913. 

* 


Yours  very  truly 


J 
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BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


OFFICE  REPORT 


February  14  to  March  15,  1915,  inclusive* 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners: 


Legislation 


In  the  last  office  report  it  was  stated  that  the  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill  (H.R.  26874)  had  been  reported  to  the  Senate  and 
some  provisions  were  briefly  reviewed.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate 
with  little  change#  went  to  Conference  Committee  and  there  was 
considerably  altered.  A  copy  of  the  bill  with  marginal  notes 
indicating  its  condition  when  it  left  the  Conference  Committee  is  sent 
herewith.  The  conference  report  was  agreed  to  in  the  House  but  in 
the  Senate  action  was  prevented  by  Senator  Fall#  of  New  Mexico,  who 
talked  the  bill  to  death,  presumably  because  of  the  Fort  Sill  Apache 
item,  although  he  pretended  to  have  objections  to  several  other  items. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  used  as  material  for  his  filibuster,  a  paper 
on  the  Mexican  Revolution.  The  bill  having  failed  of  passage  is 
theoretically  dead  and  the  coming  special  session  of  Congress  may 
begin  at  the  beginning  and  frame  an  entirely  new  measure.  It  Is 
possible,  however,  for  them  to  vote  to  adopt  the  bill  as  agreed  to  in 
the  recent  Conference  Committee,  and  probably  that  course  will  be 
attempted. 

It  will  be  observed  that  on  most  items,  including  the  appropriation 
for  health  work,  the  Five  Civilized  ^ribes,  the  Nava Jos  and  the  Fort 
Sill  Apaches,  the  action  of  the  Conference  Committee  was  rather  hopeful. 
A  striking  exception  occurs  in  the  item  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board. 
Concerning  this,  the  office  has  reliable  information  as  has  also 
Commissioner  Ketcham,  that  while  the  Senate  conferees  and  one  of  the 
House  conferees  were  in  favor  of  $10,000  the  item  was  again  reduced  to 
$4,000  because  of  the  absolute  insistence  of  Chairman  Stephens  of  the 
House  Committee  and  Representative  Carter  of  Oklahoma,  and  that 
Chairman  Stephens  said  in  the  Conference  Committee  that  he  would  like 
to  see  the  Board  put  out  of  existence,  which  Is  merely  a  repetition 
of  the  attitude  reported  to  the  Board  by  its  Secretary  more  than  a 
year  ago.  It  seems  entirely  plain  what  must  be  done  before  the  Board 
can  expect  an  increased  appropriation. 

With  reference  to  the  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial 
appropriation  bill  (H.R. 26680),  in  which  is  included  the  appropriation 
for  clerks  in  the  Indian  Office  as  mentioned  in  office  circular  letter 
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of  February  11,  the  final  action  on  the  bill  was  a  compromise  resulting, 
however,  in  a  dead  loos  to  the  Indian  Office  of  three  clerks  with 
salaries  varying  from  $1600  to  $1800.  The  Indian  Office  will  shift 
clerkships  as  much  as  possible  to  overoome  the  handicap. 


Report  of  Public  Health  Service. 

The  printing  of  the  report  of  officials  of  the  Public  Health 
Service  referred  to  in  the  last  office  report  has  been  much  delayed 
and  the  report  has  only  reoently  become  available.  Even  now  the 
copies  are  reserved  for  the  use  of  Senators  although  this  office 
has  been  promised  one  copy  for  its  files.  It  appears  that  it  will 
be  impossible  tc  secure  copies  for  the  members  of  the  Board  through 
the  regular  channels,  but  probably  any  member  wishing  a  copy  can  secure 
it  through  his  Senator.  The  report  is  said  to  be  profusely  illustrated 
and  to  contain  oolor^plates,  etc. 


Leech,  Red  and  Cass  Lakes. 

Commissioner  Moorehead  has  given  up  his  trip  to  Northern 
Minnesota  having  received  from  Inspector  Lirrnen  of  the  Interior 
Department,  information  which  convinces  him  that  Mr.  Linnen  has 
thoroughly  covered  the  work.  Commissioner  Moorehead  wishes  the 
Board  to  know  that  he  believes  Mr.  Linnen* s  report  will  be  most 
valuable  and  thoroughly  satisfactory. 


Investigation  of  Oklahoma  Conditions. 

In  place  of  the  Minnesota  trip  Commissioner  Moorehead  intends 
to  make  a  study  of  conditions  in  Oklahoma,  and  passed  through 
Washington  March  15th  on  his  way  there,,  $  is  first  stopping  place 
being  Muskogee,  c/o  Superintendent  Kelsey.  Mr.  Moorehead  wiil 
be  accompanied  by  Mr.  J.  Weston  Allen,  of  Boston,  whfe  goes  entirely 
at  private  expense  and  without  official  connection  with  this  Board. 
Mr*  Moorehead* s  reports  will  be  forwarded  directly  to  Chairman  V&ux 
for  use  88  contemplated  in  the  case  of  the  proposed  Minnesota  trip. 


Awarding  of  Contracts  at  Chicago. 

Commissioner  Vaux  was  present  at  Chicago  during  most  of  the 
week  ending  llabch  8th  in  attendance  at  the  awarding  of  contracts 
for  Indian  supplies. 


Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  following  errors  in  the  copies  of 
minutes  sent  with  the  last  office  report: 


On  or  about  page  14,  referring  to  lawyers  In  the  town  of  Hugo, 
substitute  "real  estate"  for  "railroad". 

In  second  paragraph  following  second  line,  after  "policy" 
insert  "for  the  future". 

The  name  of  Governor  Locke  is  "Viator  M."  not  "Victor  J." 

On  cage  13,  the  firm  "McCurtain  and  Hale"  should  read  "MoCurtain 
and  Hill". 


Office  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Several  new  names  have  appeared  in  connection  with  this  office. 
Apparently  the  most  active  candidates  are  Mr.  E.  B.  Meritt  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Sloan.  Mr-  Moses  Friedman,  Superintendent  at  Carlisle,  is 
also  a  candidate,  and  the  name  of  Louis  Brandeis,  of  Boston,  has 
also  been  mentioned.  The  Oklahoma  delegation  in  Congress  is  said 
to  be  backing  a  man  who  presumably  is  one  Mr.  Hastings  whose  name 
is  aJhse  occasionally  mentioned. 

While  one  of  the  mo3t  active  candidates  predicts  that  the 
appointment  will  be  made  this  week,  there  seem3  no  reason  to  believe 
t^t  the  new  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  going  to  be  in  a  hurry  about 
•Wife  definite  recommendation  to  President  Wilson. 


White  Earth. 

Considerable  comment  has  been  aroused  by  the  presence  in 
Washington  during  the  closing  days  of  the  late  Congress,  of  Gus 
Beaulieu  and  John  Carl,  familiar  figures  in  the  White  Earth  matter. 
Their  pretended  authority  as  regularly  accredited  representatives  of 
their  tribe  is  disputed  by  the  Superintendent  at  White  Earth  and  by 
large  numbers  of  the  Indians  there,  and  is  very  much  doubted  at  the 
Indian  Office.  It  is  said  that  they  are  directly  interested  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  amendment  46,  on  pnge  86,  of  the  accorapaning  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill.  The  existence  of  any  White  Earth  Indian 
Education  Board  is  unknown  to  the  Superintendent  at  White  Earth,  and 
it  is  said  that  moot  of  the  money  would  be  used  for  certain  mixed-blood 
children,  including  relatives  of  Gus  Beaulieu.  At  the  request  of 
Commissioner  Moorehead,  there  is  enclosed  copy  of  proceedings  of  a 
council  held  at  Pine  Point,  Minnesota,  protesting  against  recognition 
of  the  so-called  delegation. 


The  Nava Jos. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr.  W.  R.  Johnston,  Missionary 
to  the  Navajos,  in  which  he  refers  to  the  claim  of  the  new  States 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  that  the  Indians  are  occupying  more  land 
than  is  Justified  by  either  numbers  or  importance.  He  believes  that 
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the  claim  must  be  considered,  and  expressed  the  fear  that  unless  it 
is  done  through  other  than  the  ordinary  channels  the  Indians  cannot 
get  Justice.  He  makes  the  definite  suggestion  that  either  by  active- 
Congreso  or  otherwise  the  President  should  appoint  an  unpaid  commission 
of  three  or  five  men,  allowing  them  the  necessary  experts  and 
assistants,  and  that  such  commission  should  at  an  early  date  be 
required  to  report  on  the  amount  of  land  necessary  for  the  Navajos  to 
continue  their  grazing  industry,  which  he  regards  as  absolutely  essential 
to  their  welfare. 


The  Late  Commissioner  Smiley. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Commissioner  Daniel  Smiley 
warmly  thanking  the  Board  for  the  resolution  adopted  at  its  last  meeting 
regarding  the  services  of  the  late  Commissioner  Albert  K.  Smiley.  The 
letter  has  been  placed  in  the  Board1 s  files  and  may  be  called  up  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 


Office  of  Secretary  of  the  Boyd.  /  ' 

:,'r.  F.  H.  Abbott  has  told  the  present  Secretary  that  he  has  A 
written  Chairman  Vaux  definitely  accepting  the  office  of  Secretary. 
It  is,  however,  unlikely  that  he  can  assume  the  office  at  the  time 
of  the  departure  of  the  present  Secretary  on  April  1st.  The  matter 
is  being  taken  up  by  correspondence  with  Chairman  Vaux  with  a  view 
to  deciding  upon  some  practical  plan  to  carry  on  the  office  work 
during  the  interim.  It  will  of  course  be  necessary  for  the  present 
Secretary  to  continue  as  disbursing  agent  until  the  new  Secretary 
takes  office  and  is  appointed  disbursing  agent. 


Office  Details. 

Callers  at  the  office  have  been:  James  E.  Gresham,  of  Wewoka, 

Okla. ,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Attorney  General,  Feb.  17;  Thomas 
C.  Moffett  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions,  Feb.  18; 

S.  M.  Brosius  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  Feb.  19;  Gus  H. 

Beaulieu  and  John  Carl  (who  called  in  absence  of  Secretary )> of  White 
Eartji,  *eb.  19;  .  K.  Sniffen,  Secretary  of  the  Indian  Rights 

Association,  March  IS;  Commissioner  Moorehead,  Mar.  15. 

Work  outside  the  office  has  included:  Talk  with  the  Acting 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Feb.  15;  call  on  Commissioner  Ketcham, 
Feb.  26;  calls  at  offices  of  Chairman  Stephens  of  the  House  Committee, 
and  Representative  James  M*  Graham  in  relation  to  Boards  appropriation, 
Feb.  27. 


During  the  last  week  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  was  before 
Congress  letters  were  sent  to  a  number  of  the  conferees  setting  forth 
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briefly  the  practical  impossibility  of  the  Board  accomplishing  much 
on  $4,000  a  year.  One  of  these  letters  to  Congressman  Carter  was 
followed  by  a  telephone  conversation  in  wh$ch  Mr.  Carter  promised  to 
read  and  consider  the  points  raised  in  the  letter.  The  same  points 

were  handed  in  person  to  Chairman  Stephen^  clerk  who  promised  that 
they  would  receive  Mr.  Stephen’s  attention.  Inasmuch  as  Mr. 
Stephens  was  present  phen  practically  the  same  facts  were  stated  by 
the  Secretary  at  a  hearing  the  year  before,  there  can  be  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  attitude  of  the  two  gentlemen  in  question  is 
explained  by  ignorance  of  the  facts. 

The  copy  of  the  official  minutes  of  past  meetings  of  the  Board 
is  finished  down  to  the  year  1912  and  the  remainder  of  one  copy 
will  soon  be  sent  to  Chairman  Vaux  for  safe  keeping  outside  the 
Board’s  office.  The  copy  has  not  been  checked  with  the  original 
but  a  carbon  of  the  copy  will  be  retained  in  the  Board’s  office  for 
such  checking  should  the  time  of  the  new  Secretary  permit. 


fc^\l 
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DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

1606  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


July  30,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayers 


Mr*  Abbott  has  prepared 

a  rough  draft  of  our  annual  report  which  will  be 
sent  in  a  few  days  to  each  member  of  the  Board* 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  copy  mailed  to  you  I 
wish  you  would  give  it  your  very  careful  thought 
and  consideration,  freely  interlining  any  changes 
you  think  should  be  made,  and  sending  to  me  a 
separate  memorandum  suggesting  any  paragraphs  which 
you  think  should  be  added  as  well  as  indicating 
any  of  the  sections  covered  in  the  proposed  draft 
which  you  think  should  be  omitted.  I  shall 
appreciate  it  if  you  cangive  this  matter  your  prompt 
attention  and  return  to  me  the  papers  referred  to  if 
possible  not  later  than  August  10th.  * 


Very  sincerelv  yours, 

/(yiAny 

Chairman,  Board  of 


Chairman,  Board  of  Indian  Comfcs. 
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NftGHT  LETTISH 

THE  WESTERN  UNION  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY 


25,000  OFFICES  IN  AMERICA 


THEO.  N.  VAIL,  PRESIDENT 


RECEIVER'S  No. 


TIME  FILED 


CABLE  SERVICE  TO  ALL  THE  WORLD 

BELVIDERE  BROOKS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 

CHECK 

Charge  Ayor  &  Lord  ?io  Co., 


SEND  the  following  NIGHT  LETTER  subject  to  l  Chioago.  Auguct  8,  1913. 

the  terms  on  back  hereof  which  are  hereby  agreed  to  ) 


Mr.  Georg©  Va ux, 

1606  Morris  Building, 

Philado Iphia ,  Ponna.  a. 

Have  road  annual  roport.  It  soon©  to  go  into 
everything  flrot  rato  and  I  an  vory  nuoli  pleanod 

\7ith  it. 

ISdnard  B.  Ayor. 


t 


NIGHT  LETTER 

ALL  NIGHT  LETTER  M ESC ABES TAKEN  BY TH IS  COMPANY  ARE  SUBJECT 
TO  THE  FOLLOWING  TERMS  WHICH  ARE  HEREBY  AGREED  TO 

,  The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  will  receive  not  later  than  midnight  NIGHT  LETTERS, 
to  be  transmitted  only  for  delivery  on  the  morning  of  the  next  ensuing  business  day,  at  rates  still  lower 
than  its  standard  night  message  rates,  as  follows:  the  standard  day  rate  for  ten  words  shall  be  charged 
for  the  transmission  of  fifty  words  or  less,  and  one-fifth  of  such  standard  day  rate  for  ten  words  shall 
be  charged  for  each  additional  ten  words  or  less. 

To  guard  against  mistakes  or  delays,  the  sender  of  a  message  should  order  it  REPEATED,  that  is, 
telegraphed  back  to  the  originating  office  for  comparison.  For  this,  one-half  the  unrepeated  message 
rate  is  charged  in  addition.  Unless  otherwise  indicated  on  its  face,  THIS  IS  AN  UNREPEATED 
MESSAGE  AND  PAID  FOR  AS  SUCH,  in  consideration  whereof  it  is  agreed  between  the  sender  of  the 
message  and  this  Company  as  follows: 

1.  The  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  mistakes  or  delays  in  the  transmission  or  delivery,  or  for 
non-delivery,  of  any  UNREPEATED  message,  beyond  the  amount  received  for  sending  the  same; 
nor  for  mistakes  or  delays  in  the  transmission  or  delivery,  or  for  non-delivery  of  any  REPEATED 
message,  beyond  fifty  times  the  sum  received  for  sending  the  same,  unless  specially  valued;  nor  in  any 
case  for  delays  arising  from  unavoidable  interruption  in  the  working  of  its  lines;  nor  for  errors  in  cipher 
or  obscure  messages. 

2.  In  any  event  the  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  damages  for  any  mistakes  or  delay  in'the  trans¬ 
mission  or  delivery,  or  for  the  non-delivery  of  this  message,  whether  caused  by  the  negligence  of  its 
servants  or  otherwise,  beyond  the  sum  of  FIFTY  DOLLARS,  at  which  amount  this  message  is  hereby 
valued,  unless  a  greater  value  is  stated  in  writing  hereon  at  the  time  the  message  is  offered  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  for  transmission,  and  an  additional  sum  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  based  on  such  value  equal  to 
one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  thereof. 

3.  The  Company  is  hereby  made  the  agent  of  the  sender,  without  liability,  to  forward  this  message 
over  the  lines  of  any  other  Company  when  necessary  to  reach  its  destination. 

4.  Messages  will  be  delivered  free  within  one-half  mile  of  the  Company’s  office  in  towns  of  5,000 
population  or  less,  and  within  one  mile  of  such  office  in  other  cities  or  towns.  Beyond  these  limits  the 
Company  does  not  undertake  to  make  delivery,  but  will,  without  liability,  at  the  sender’s  request,  as 
his  agent  and  at  his  expense,  endeavor  to  contract  for  him  for  such  delivery  at  a  reasonable  price. 

5.  No  responsibility  attaches  to  this  Company  concerning  messages  until  the  same  are  accepted  at 
one  of  its  transmitting  offices,  and  if  a  message  is  sent  to  such  office  by  one  of  the  Company’s  messengers, 
he  acts  for  that  purpose  as  the  agent  of  the  sender. 

6.  The  Company  will  not  be  liable  for  damages  or  statutory  penalties  in  any  case  where  the  claim 
is  not  presented  in  writing  within  sixty  days  after  the  message  is  filed  with  the  Company  for  transmission. 

In  further  consideration  of  the  reduced  rate  for  this  special  “  N  IGHT  LETTER  ”  service,  the 
following  special  terms  are  hereby  agreed  to: 

A.  N 1 GH  T  L  ETT  E  RS  may  at  the  option  of  the  Telegraph  Company  be  mailed  at  destination  to 
the  addressees  and  the  Company  shall  be  deemed  to  have  discharged  its  obligation  in  such  cases  with 
respect  to  delivery  by  mailing  such  N  IGHT  LETTERS  at  destination,  postage  prepaid. 

B.  NIGHT  LETT E RS  shall  be  written  in  plain  English.  Code  language  is  not  permitted. 

7.  No  employee  of  the  Company  is  authorized  to  vary  the  foregoing. 

THEO.  N.  VAIL,  PRESIDENT  BELVIDERE  BROOKS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 


MONEY  TRANSFERRED  BY  TELEGRAPH  AND  CABLE  TO  ALL  THE  WORLD 
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DEPARTMENT  OE  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


B-a 


Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines. 


September  3,  1913 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer; 

At  the  request  of  Mr. 

Abbott,  I  am  writing  to  inform  you  that  the 
following  named  committee  has  been  designated  by 
the  two  houses  of  Congress  to  conduct  the  proposed 
investigation  into  Indian  affairs: 


Senators,  Robinson,  Lane  and  Townsend 
Congressmen,  Stephens,  Carter  and  Burlce 


Very  truly  yours. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


fir 


£ 


Andover,  Hass.,  March  4,  1913 


Messrs  Ayer  &  Lord, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. , 
Chicago,  Ill. 


r'  jf  I'* 


Dear  Mr.  Lord: 

Mr.  Ayer  is  away,  hut  according  to  his  instructions  to  me, 

I  address  the  firm.  He  sent  me  $500  to  carry  on  an  investi¬ 
gation  for  this  Board,  "because  the  Board  did  not  have  money. 

I  could  not  go  to  the  reservation  in  Minnesota  "because  of  my 
wife’s  illness.  I  returned  Mr.  Ayer  his  former  check.  There 
is  now  a  far  worse  situation  in  Oklahoma,  and  as  Inspector  Linnen 
took  my  place  in  Minnesota,  I  am  going  to  Oklahoma.  I  have 
raised  a  little  money  outside  and  this  added  to  what  the  Board 
can  spare  and  Mr.  Ayer’s  $500  will  he  sufficient.  Will  you 
please  send  me  draft  for  $500  at  once?  I  will  account  for  this 
money,  according  to  Mr.  Ayer's  wishes  on  the  usual  forms  of 
receipts . 

I  shall  leave  Andover  in  a  week  for  Oklahoma,  so  jrou  will 
have  time  to  address  me  here. 

When  you  write  to  Mr.  Ayer  please  remember  me  to  him 
kindly..  I  do  not  know  his  address. 


Very  truly  yours, 


DEPARTMENT  OF'  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  March  10,  1915.  ,  . 

,  A* 

J.  A.  Faber ,  Esq.,  n/y 

Secretary  to  Ayer  &  Lord,  ' 

Chicago,  Ill. 

/ 

My  dear  Sir: 

Many  thanks  for  your  enclosure  of  $>500.  I  have  put  same  into 
American  Express  orders  and  shall  use  it  in  Oklahoma,  together 
"  13  - :  M  "  form  of  Indian  Commissioners  can  spore.  If 
you  give  me  Mr.  Ayer's  address,  I  shall  be  glad  to  write  him. 

I  snail  voucher  for  this  money,  on  the  regular  Government 
forms,  and  it  possible  that  Mr.  Ayer  may  be  able  to  recover  same 
ne::t  fall^^c-^^^ 

Thanking  you,  I  am, 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

\j\f 


Department  of  the  Inter i or 
BOARD  OF  INDIA!!  COMMISSIONERS . 
Washington  D.C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  March  11-1913 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Mr .  Ayer : 

The  Indian  situation  in  Oklahoma  is  very  had.  We  have  received 
letters  from  some  prominent  persons  there  appealing  for  help.  Congress 
seems  influenced  by  the  Oklahoma  delegation.  While  Mr.  Linnen  has  got 
the  Minnesota  reservations  in  splendid  shape,  the  great  and  pressing 
need  is  Oklahoma.  The  Boston  Citizenship  Committee,  of  which  Honorable 
Ex-Governor  Long  is  Chairman,  has  authorized  my  friend  J.  Yfeston  Allen 
to  represent  them  and  he  has  been  given  $100,  for  this  purpose.  I  saw 
Eliot  and  wrote  to  Vaux  and  Phillips  suggesting  that  now  that  I  can  leave 
home  I  should  go  there  at  once.  Vaux  has  issued  me  directions  to  go,  ^ 
wrote  to  your  partne*  explaining  the  case  and  enclosing  your  last  letter. 
He  sent  me  check  for  $500  which,  added  to  the  $100  that  Phillips  can- 
spare,  will  see  us  through,  with  economy. 

We  leave  Friday  morning  the  14th  and  return  about  the  middle  of 
April.  My  address  is  c/o  U.S.  Indian  Agent,  Dana  H.  Eelsey,  Union 
Agency,  Muskogee,  Oklahoma.  Shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

I  have  had  prepared  printed  forms  of  statements  and  affidavits  in 
order  to  save  time.  These  we  shall  fill  out  as  we  take  evidence.  We 
have  -co-operation  of  my  wifeTs  cousin,  attorney  Lafferty,  of  Kansas, 
who  will  go  with  us  free  of  expense.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen  and 
ashamed  of  the  way  his  people  have  been  handling  the  Indians  and  along 
with  attorney  Foreman  and  the  attorney  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 

Mr.  Mott,  he  is  going  to  help  us.  Thus  we  will  have  plenty:  of  legal 
advice.  I  shall  send  my  reports  to  Vaux,  according  to  agreement. 


4z. 


Allen  will  report  diroot  to  his  people.  We  hope  to  accomplish  much  good. 

Allen  was  in  Washington  three  days  and  saw  the  new  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  Mr.  Lane  of  California.  The  Secretary  realizes  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  big  man  for  Commissioner  and  we  are  all  in  hopes  he  will 
appoint  Meritt.  A  number  of  persons  have  written  to  President  Wilson 
suggesting  me  for  Commissioner,  but  I  would  rather  see  Meritt  appointed. 
Former  Commissioner  leupp  wishes  me  to  take  the  Office  as  does  Professor 
Putnam  of  Harvard  and  others.  But  I  have  heen  helping  Meritt  and  it  would 
not  be  just  for  me  to  be  a  candidate. 

I  trust  you  are  having  a  fine  time  abroad  and  enjoying  yourself. 
Kindly  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Ayer. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

(Sgd)  Warren  K.  Moorehead. 


P.S.- 

As  soon  as  I  know  your  address,  shall  keep  you  posted  as  to  what  we 
discover  in  Oklahoma. 


Dear  Mr.  Ayer , - 

I  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  above  and  advised  him  I  would 
send  you  a  copy  of  this  letter.  I  have  also  advised  Jrira  your  address. 


•Joe 


DEPARTMENT  OK  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  March  11,  1913. 

Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

The  Indian  situation  in  Oklahoma  is  very  bad.  V/e  have  re¬ 
ceived  letters  from  some  prominent  persons  there  appealing  for 
help.  Congress  seems  influenced  by  the  Oklahoma  delegation. 

While  Mr.  Linnen  has  got  the  Minnesota  reservations  in  splendid 
shapel,  the  great  and  pressing  need  is  Oklahoma.  The  Boston 
Citizenship  Committee,  of  which  Honorable  Ex-Governor  Long  is 
Chairman,  has  authorized  my  friend  J.  Weston  Allen  to  represent 
them  and  he  lias  been  given  $100'.  for  this  purpose.  I  saw  Eliot  and 
wrote  to  Vaux  and  Phillips  suggesting  that  now  that  I  can  leave 
home  I  should  go  there  at  once.  Vaux  has  issued  me  directions  to 
go,  I  wrote  to  your  partner  explaining  the  case  and  enclosing  your 
last  letter.  He  sent  me  check  for  $500  which,  added,  to  the  $100 
that  Phillips  can  spare,  will  see  us  through,  with  economy. 


he  1 3 ave  Friday  morning  the  14th  and  return  about  the  middle 
of  April.  My  address  is  c-o  U.  S.  Indian  Agent,  Dana  H.  Kelsey, 
Union  Agency , Muskogee ,  Oklahoma.  Shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you . 

I  have  had  prepared  printed  forms  of  statements  and  affidavits 
in  order  to  non  time.  dde,.o  we  shall  fill  out  as  we  tube  evidence, 
he  have  the  cooperation  of  my  wife’s  cousin,  attorney  Lafferty, 
of  Kansas,  who  will  go  with  us  free  of  expense.  He  is  a  prominent 
citizen  and  ashamed  of  the  way  his  people  have  been  handling  the 
Indians  and  along  with,  attorney  Foreman  and  the  attorney  of  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes ,  Mr.  Mott,  he  is  going  to  help  us.  Thus  we 
will  have  plenty  of  legal  advice.  I  shall  send  my  reports  to 
Vaux,  according  to  agreement.  Allen  will  report  direct  to  his 
people,  he  hope  to  accomplish  much  good. 

Allen  was  in  hash ington  three  days  end  saw  the  new  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  Hr.  Lane  of  California.  The  Secretary  realizes 
the  necessity  of  a  big  man  for  Commissioner  and  we  re  all  in  hopes 
he  will  appoint  ileritt.  A  number  of  persons  have  written  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Wilson  suggesting  me  for  Commissioner,  but  I  would  ra.ther  see 
ileritt  appointed.  Former  Commissioner  Leupp  wishes  me  to  take  the 
Office  as  does  Professor  Putnam  of  Harvard  and.  others.  But  I  have 
been  helping  Merit!  and  it  would  not  be  just  for  me  to  be  a  candi¬ 
date  . 

I  trust  you  are  having  a  fine  time  abroad  and  enjoying  your¬ 
self.  Kindis'-  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Ayer. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

— j 

P.  S.  As  soon  as  I  know  your  address,  shall  keep  yon  posted  as  to 
what  we  discover  in  Oklahoma. 


MR.  WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD 


t  of  tljp  dlntmnr, 

tatrs  Jnitiati  S’prmrp. 


ntun  Axjpurii. 


A."* 

Kpn  1 

Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  March  30,  1913 


Messrs.  Ayer  and  lord, 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Gentlemen:  - 


Early  in  March  I  wrote  you  regarding  a  trip  here 
for  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  which  Mr.  Edward  E. 

Ayer  of  your  firm  agreed  to  help  finance.  You  sent  me  $500.00 
as  stated  in  Mr.  Ayer’s  letter  of  authority.  Mr.  Ayer  write 
me  two  other  letters  which  I  have  telegraphed  my  clerk  at 
Andover,  Mass,  to  send  to  you  or  to  me.  Mr.  Ayer  stated  in 
the^e,  which  were  written  about  the  middle,  or  30th.  of  January, 
1913,  that  he  was  willing  to  expend  £300.00  more,  if  necessary. 
As  our  Board  has  hut  $100.00  available,  I  wish  you  would  send 
$300.00,  which  will  be  sufficient.  I  suppose  you  have  copies 
of  the  letters  he  wrote  to  me.  If  not,  the  originals  will 
reach  you  in  two  or  three  days. 

j  have  written  to  Mr.  Ayer  a  full  report  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  among  the  Indians  here,  and  it  is  bery  lamentable,  and 
requires  immediate  attention  on  the  part  of  the  authorit^d  . 


Please  address  me  as  below. 

Very  truly  your 

Care  of  D.  H.  Kelsey,  U.S.  Indian  Agent,  Muskogee,  Okla. 


DANA  H.  KELSEY.  S« 


Mike  ill  REMITTANCES  for  tbi.  Agency  Payable  to 
R.  KESSEL.  Calbier 


Spjiartmntt  of  tty?  ilntmnr, 

Hnitpii  S»tatPB  Jniiian  Srnitrr. 


Hnimt  Agrnni, 
3finr  (ttintliHpb  ®ribpE. 


Muskogee,  Oklahoi 


kpn 

March  30,  1913. 


Messrs.  Ayer  and  Lord, 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Gentlemen:  - 


Early  in  March  I  wrote  you  regarding  a  trip  here 
for  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  which  Mr.  Edward  E. 

Ayer  of  your  firm  agreed  to  help  finance.  You  sent  me  $500. 00 
as  stated  in  Mr.  Ayer's  letter  of  authority.  Mr.  Ayer  wrAte 
me  two  other  letters  which  I  have  telegraphed  my  clerk  at 
Andover,  Mass,  to  send  to  you  or  to  me.  Mr.  Ayer  stated  in 
the^e,  which  were  written  about  the  middle,  or  20th.  of  January, 
1913,  that  he  was  willing  to  expend  0300.00  more,  if  necessary. 
As  our  Board  has  but  $100.00  available,  I  wish  you  would  send 
$200.00,  which  will  be  sufficient.  I  suppose  you  have  copies 
of  the  letters  he  wrote  to  me.  If  not,  the  originals  will 
reach  you  in  two  or  three  d  ays . 

j  have  written  to  Mr.  Ayer  a  full  report  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  among  the  Indians  here,  and  it  is  bery  lamentable,  and 
requires  immediate  attention  on  the  part  of  the  author  it  £^<4  . 


Please  address  me  as  below. 

Very  truly  yours. 

Care  of  D.  H.  Kelsey,  U.S.  Indian  Agent,  Muskogee,  Okla. 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  INTERIOR 


BCa 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


533  Fifteenth  Street,  N.W. 

March  31,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward.  E.  Ayer, 


1515  Railway  Exchange  Building, 


Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer 


In  leaving  the  Board’s  office  today. 


I  desire  to  thank  you  heartily  for  the  great  courtesy  you  have 
shown  me  during  my  short  term  as  secretary,  and  to  assure  you 
that  I  shall  always  he  very  glad  to  do  what  I  can  in  a  private 
capacity  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Board  and  the  welfare 
of  the  Indians.  I  hope  that  through  my  connection  with  the 
Indian  Conference  at  Mohonk  I  may  he  of  some  slight  service,  and 
I  shall  look  forward  with  very  great  pleasure  to  meeting  the 
members  of  the  Board  at  the  Conference.  I  shall  necessarily 
have  to  continue  as  disbursing  agent  of  the  Board  until  I  am 
relieved  by  the  appointment  of  my  successor  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior.  Letters  relating  to  the  Board’s  accounts  will 
reach  me  at  Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y.  For  the  present  it  would  be 
well  to  address  other  official  mail  simply  to  the  Board  of 
Indian  Commissioners  or  to  Miss  E.  T.  Wallace,  Stenographer, 
who  will  be  in  the  office  until  some  arranfment  is  made  for 
Mr.  Abbott  to  assume  the  work. 

With  very  kind  regards. 


Since 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

Washington,  D.C.,  Kerch  ?1#  191?. 


To  Members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commie sionerg : 

Enclosed  in  a  cony 

of  a  letter  written  by  Conraiosicner  Moorehead  on  March  96th,  after 
some  preliminary  invest! rations  in  Eastern  Oklahoma.  He  has  already 
submitted  one  report  which  Chairman  Vaux  has  sent  here  with  instructions 
to  offer  it  to  the  press,  which  has  already  been  done.  It  is 
understood  that  a  report  of  a  more  thorough  nature  is  on  the  way  from 
Oklahoma. 

Fort  3111  Apaches . 

Following  the  blocking  of  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill,  on 
account  of  the  Fort  Bill  item  and  in  order  to  remove  the  opportunity 
for  another  filibuster  by  the  New  Mexico  Senators,  the  War  and 
Interior  Departments  h&v©  been  pusning  plans  for  the  early  removal 
of  those  Fort  Sill  Indiana  who  desire  to  go  to  Mescelero.  word,  has 
just  come  from  the  Indian  Office  that  th©  arrangements  are 
practically  completed;  that  the  Indians  are  ready  to  start;  and  that 
the  provisions  for  taking  care  of  them  at  Mesealero  are  so  far 
advanced  that  the  Vfa r  Department  has  been  authorized  to  begin  the 
removal  immediately  so  that  the  Indians,  to  the  oresence  of  whom  the 
New  Mexico  Senators  so  vigorously  objected,  will* undoubtedly  be 
at  hescalerc  before  the  new  Congress  convenes.  This  removal  will 
be  accomplished  by  the  use  of  part  of  the  $200,000  already 
available. 

Although  this  is  the  1m  t  dav  of  service  of  the  oreaent 
secretary,  a  detailed  office  reoort  is  not  submitted  for  the  reason 
that  Miss  Wallace,  the  Board* s  stenographer,  can  easily  cover  the 
period  since  March  18th,  in  the  first,  office  report  she  submits. 

It  has  been  arranged  for  her  to  keep  the  office  open  until  the 
incoming  secretary  is  ready  to  take  charge. 


Secretary. 


Muskogee,  Oklahoma, 


April  3,  1913. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Fabre, 

Secretary  to  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer  , 

Chicago . 

My  dear  sir: 

I  have  your  letter  of  April  1st  enclosing 
check  for  £'200.00.  Many  thanks  for  same.  I  hand  you 
letter  of  January  21st  forwarded  by  my  clerk  which 
refers  to  authority  to  draw  upon  Mr.  Ayer  for  £300.00. 
We  did  not  need  this  amount,  the  £200.00  you  sent  me 
being  sufficient.  I  shall  be  home  in  a  few  days  and 
post  the  accounts  and  probably  return  the  balance  to 
Mr.  Ayer  . 


Thanking  you,  I  am, 


Mery  cordially  yours, 


YVUM^  • 


Executive  'Oxfice. 

The  Choctaw  Tribe  of  Indians. 


Victor  M.  Locke,  Jr., 

Principal  Chief. 

P.  J.  Hurley, 

National  Attorney. 


Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 
April  10th.,  1913. 


Mr.  Warren  K.  Moorehead, 

Chairman  of  the  United  States, 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Andover,  Massachusetts. 

Dear  Sir: 

Recently  when  I  saw  you  at  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  you  a3ked  me 
to  write  you  a  letter  briefly  outlining  the  present  controversy  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  J.  F.  Me Mur ray  an  attorney  at  McAlester,  Oklahoma,  and  the 
officials  of  the  Choctaw  Nation. 

You  will  recall  that  on  June  25th.,  1910,  a  selected  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  Indian  contracts  with  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  and 
the  Osage  Indians  in  Oklahoma.  The  immediate  cause  of  this  investi¬ 
gation  was  a  charge  made  in  the  United  States  Senate  by  Senator  T.  P. 
Gore  of  Oklahoma  to  the  effect  that  he  had  been  offered  a  bribe  by  an 
associate  of  Mr.  MoMurray  to  withdraw  his  objection  to  the  approval 
by  Congress  of  certain  contracts  that  Mr..  Me  Mur ray  had  at  that  time 
pending  for  approval,  A  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  above 
mentioned  committee,  together  with  the  findings  of  the  coxamittee  and 
copies  of  all  apers  submitted  in  evidence,  will  be  found  in  House  of 
Representatives’  Report  No.  2273,  61st.  Congress,  Second  Session. 


V.  K.  M.  -  4-10-13  -  2, 


The  report  is  in  two  volumes. 

At  page  1164  of  the  second  volume,  marked  "Exhibit  15"  is  a 
copy  of  the  so-called  "licMurray  Individual  Contract"  covering  tribal 
property.  The  form  of  the  contract  is  as  follows: 

"McMurray  individual  contract  covering  tribal  property. 


This  agreement  between  certain  members  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  and  ,T.  F.  McMurray,  an  attor¬ 
ney  at  law,  residing  at  McAlester,  Oklahoma,  witnesseth: 

That  said  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
nations,  executing  this  contract,  and  said  J.  F.  McMurray 
are  the  parties  in  interest  thereto;  that  the  purpose  for 
which  this  agreement  is  mde  is  to  secure  the  services  of 
said  J.  F,  McMurrjy  in  the  prosecution  before  the  courts  or 
elsewhere  of  all  the  unsettled  claims  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  people  against  the  United  States,  and  for  compen¬ 
sation  therefor,  and  to  s  cure  his  services  in  procuring 
the  sale  of  all  the  undivided  pre  orty  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  people. 

That  $he  special  thing  to  be  done  by  the  said  ,T. 

F.  McMurray  is  to  prosecute  said  claims  before  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  or  before  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  as  in  his  judgement  may  be  necessary;  to  represent 
such  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  as  their 
representative  and  attorney  in  the  sale  of  all  their  undi¬ 
vided  property  Of  whatsoever  character.  Said  J,  F.  McMur¬ 
ray  is  to  receive  as  his  compensation  therefor  ten  per  cent 
of  all  funds  derived  by  us  from  the  amounts  collected  from 
the  United  States  Government  in  settlement  of  the  various 
claims  due  by  the  United  States  to  the  Choctaw  and  Chicka¬ 
saw  people,  and  al30  ten  per  cent  of  the  amount  received  by 
said  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  people  for  all  property  of  what¬ 
soever  kind,  held  in  common  by  them,  when  said  property 
shall  be  sold;  and  said  J.  F.  McMurray  is  hereby  authoriz¬ 
ed  to  draw  the  compensation  above  provided  for  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  when  any  claims  of  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws  against  the  United  States  have  been  adjusted 
and -the  proceeds  placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
to  the  credit  of  the  tribes,  and  when  any  money  hereafter 
realized  from  the  sale  of  the  tribal  property  has  been 
placed  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
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Provided,  however.  That  said  J.  F.  Mc&urray  Is  to 
pay  all  expenses  connected  with  his  work  in  prosecuting 
these  claims  or  in  seeking  to  bring  about  the  sale  of  said 
property,  and  is  to  receive  no  compensation  except  as  above 
spec  :lf  id. 

That  said  J.  F.  McMurrsy  agrees  to  faithfully  and 
diligently  devote  himself  to  the  prosecution  and  settlement 
of  said  claims  against  the  United  States  and  to  bringing  a- 
bout  the  sale  of  the  undivided  property  of  daid  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  people  and  the  payment  per  capita  of  the  proceeds 
therefor  to  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  na¬ 
tions. 

That  the  time  for  which  thi3  contract  is  to  run 
is  five  years  from  October  21,  1908,  (Signatures.)  " 


On  page  No.  1162  of  the  second  volume  of  the  report  is  a 
copy  of  the  Choctaw  Tribal  Contract  with  aiisfleld,  McMurray  &  Corn¬ 
ish  and  Cecil  A.  Iyon.  This  ccntr  ct  is  marked  "Ex!  ibit  14",  -  a  co¬ 
py  of  the  contract  is  as  follows: 

"Choctaw  tribal  contract  with  man afield,  McMurray 

&  Cornish  and  Cecil  A,  lyon, 

>  This  memorandum  witnesseth  that  the  parties  in 
interest  to  this  contract  are  Green,  ;_cCurtain  of  Kinta, 
Choctaw  Nation,  Ind.  T, ,  principal  chief  of  the  Choctaw  na¬ 
tion  on  behalf  of  said  Choctaw  Nation,  party  of  the  first 
part,  and  George  A.  Mansfield,  Jo,  n  .  ray,  and  Me Ivon 

Cornish,  of  South  McAlester,  Ind?  T.,  and  Cecil  A.  Lyon,  of 
Sherman,  Tex,,  parties  of  the  rt: 

That  the  authority  under  which  this  contract  is  ~ 
entered  into,  the  scope  of  such  authority,  and  the  reason 
for  exercizing  the  same  will  appear  from  an  act  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  council  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  approved  July  3,  1905, 

,  and  entitled  "An  act  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  segre¬ 
gated  coal  and  asphalt  lands  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
n  lions",  as  follows  (omitting  the  prearable): 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  council  of  the  Choc¬ 
taw  Natl on~T.n  extraordinary  session  assembled  (the'  legisla¬ 
ture  of  the  Chickasaw  Nat  ion  concurring, )"  ThaV  the  princi- 
pal  chief  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  em¬ 
powered  and  directed  to  take  necessary  steps  upon  the  part 
of  the  Choctaw  Nation  to  bring  about  the  sale  of  the  coal 
and  asphalt  lands  and  coal  and  asphalt  deposits  in  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  segregated  as  above  set  out 
(under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1902,  entitled 
"An  act  to  ratify  and  oonfirm  an  agreement  with  the  Choctaw 
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and  ChickB.saw  tribes  of  Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes,") 
for  the  highest  price  obtainable  either  to  private  purchas¬ 
ers  or  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  to  that 
end  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  employ  counsel  or  appoint 
coramiss loners  to  represent  the  Choctaw  Nation  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  connected  therewith,  and  agree  on  behalf  of  the  Choc- 
taw  Nation  that  the  counsel  or  commission  so  employed  or 
appointed  shall  be  paid  as  compensation  for  their  services 
not  to  exceed  ten  (10)  per  centum  of  the  sum  which  may  be 
received  from  the  lands  and  deposits  sold,  such  compensa¬ 
tion  to  be  wholly  contingent  upon  a  sale  being  effected j 
and  payable  wholly  out  of  the  moneys  received  therefrom. 

That  the  purpose  for  which  this  contract  is  en¬ 
tered  into  is  tb  secure  the  services  of  the  said  George  A. 
Mansfield,  John  7.  KOlfurray ,  Pelven  Corni3h,  and  Cecil  A. 
lyon,  parties  of  the  second  art,  on  behalf  of  the  Choctaw 

Nation" . to  bring  about  the  sale  of  the  coal  and  asphalt 

lands  and  coal  and  asphalt  deposits  in  the  Choctaw  and  C 

Chiokaaaw  nations  . .for  the  highest  rice  obtainable 

either  to  private  purchasers  a*  to  the  Government  of  the  U- 
nited  States,"  as  provided  in  said  act  of  the  general  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Choctaw  ration. 

That  the  special  thing  to  be  dene  under  this  con¬ 
tract  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  art  is  to  render 
their  services  to  the  said  Choctaw  Nation,  to  the  end  that 
the  said  segregated  coal  and  ashpalt  lands  and  coal  and  as¬ 
phalt  deposits  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  may  be 
sold  for  the  highest  price  obtainable,  as  revided  in  said 
0  act  of  the  general  council  of  the  Choctaw  ration. 

That  the  basis  for  the  services  to  be  rendered, 
on  behalf  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  by  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  and  which  they  hereby  agree  to  perform,  is  the 
failure  of  the  plan  of  sale  rovided  by  existing  law  to 
bring  about  an  advantageous  sale  of  said  coal  and  asphalt 
lands  and  coal  and  asphalt  deposits,  and  the  wish  of  the 
Choctaw  Nation  and  people  that  steps  be  taken  looking  to 
the  format!  on  of  a  new  and  effective  plan  of  sale,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  tribal  governmert  s  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations. 
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That  the  coiapen saticn  of  the  said.  George  A.  Mans¬ 
field,  John  F.  McMurray,  Melven  Cornish,  and  Cecil  A.  lyon, 
parties  of  the  second  part,  shall  he  10  per  cent  of  the 
proportionate  interest  of  the  Choctaws  in  the  sura  of  money 
which  may  be  received  from  the  sale  of  the  said  segregated 
coal  and  asphalt  lands  and  coal  and  asphalt  deposits,  such 
compensation  to  a  wholly  contingent  upon  a  sale  being  ef¬ 
fected,  and  payable  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 

•  holly  out  of  the  money;?  received  from  such  sale. 

That  the  fixed  time  for  which  this  contract  is  to 
run  is  five  yearB  from  this  date. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands 
at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  on  this  21st.  day  of  October,  1905." 

(Signatures. ) 


The  first  contract  above  referred  to  is  a  form  that  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  probably  eighty  p or  cont  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations.  I  will  not  here  attempt  to  explain 
the  contracts,  for  with  your  understanding  of  our  affairs  these  two 
contracts  are  self  explanatory. 

The  Undistributed  portion  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  es¬ 
tate  is  valued  at  the  lowest  estimation  at  $56,000,000.00,  If  Mr. 
McMurray  were  successful  in  having  these  contracts  approved  he  would 
be  entitled  to  collect  under  thorn  at  leant  $5,500,000.00  for  dtoing 
that  which  the  United  States  Government  is  tre  ty  bound  to  do  for  the 
Indians  and  the  doing  of  which  Mr,  McMUrrsy  and  his  associates  could 
not  in  any  manner  expedite.  As  a  matter  of  fact  t  e  appearance  of 
Mr.  McMurray  would  hinder  rather  than  promote  an  early  3ale  of  this 
estate  and  a  distribution  of the  funds.  I  understand  that  Mr.  McMur¬ 
ray  is  not  claiming  any  rights  under  the  contract  authorising  him  to 
dispose  of  the  coal  and  asphalt  land  which  is  referred  to  here  as 
"Exhibit  14,"  but  still  contends  that  the  individual  contracts,  a 
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fonn  of  which  is  referred  to  as  "Exhibit  15"  are  valid  and  that  he 
will  be  in  a  position  to  collect  from  the  individual  Indians  under 
these  contracts  as  soon  as  any  part  of  the  money  ..rising  from  the 
sale  of  the  tribal  estate  is  distributed  among  the  Indians.  The 
Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  have  at  this  time  cash  to  their  credit  of  ap¬ 
proximately  45 >000 ,000. 00  This  money  is  the  proceeds  of  the  unallot¬ 
ted  land  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations  which  has  been  sold  by 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  under  the  supervision  of  Hr.  J.  George 
UPright,  Commissioner  to  the  Five  Civilised  Tribes.  According  to  Mr. 
McMurray^  contracts  with  the  individual  members  of  the  tribes  he 
would  be  entitled  to  ten  per  cent  of  this  money,  which  would  be 
$500,000.00  of  Indian  money,  and  would  not  id  any  services 

or  would  not  have  been  in  a  position  to  render  any  services  to  the 
Indians.  You  will  note  from  the  terms  of  the  contract  that  it  is  to 
run  for  five  years  from  its  date,  and  the  date  is  October  21,  1908, 
consequently  ohe  original  mcllurrg  individual  contracts  will  expire  Oc¬ 
tober  21st.,  1913. 

I  am  advised,  though  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  thor¬ 
oughly  investigate  the  matter,  that  Mr.  JioHurrfr  has  taken  new  indi¬ 
vidual  contracts  during  the  past  year.  I  found  it  impossible  to  keep 
up  with  the  movements  of  Mr,  KoJIUrray  fiuong  the  individual  Indians, 
for  the  reason  that  the  so-called  "Choctaw-Chickasaw  Treaty  Rights 
Association",  which  is  a  McMurrfy  organization,  wields  great  influ¬ 
ence  with  some  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  tribe  and  it  is 
impossible  on  this  account  for  us  to  stop  the  transactions  between 
Mr.  McMurray  and  the  individual  Indians.  It  was  thl&e  conditions 
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that  led  us  to  attempt  to  have  a  law  enacted  that  would  invalidate 
not  only  the  original  ItcMurray  contracts  hut  any  subsequent  contract 
with  individual  Indiana  affecting  their  tribal  property.  The  Indian 
Appropriation  Bill  for  this  year  which  had  in  different  form  passed 
both  the  House  and  the  Senate  and  was  finally  agreed  upon  in  confer¬ 
ence,  but  failed  to  pass  the  Senate  for  the  reason  that  when  the  bill 
was  returned  from  conference  to  the  Senate  during  the  last  hours  of 
the  session  ending  liarch  4th,,  1913,  Senator  Pall  of  New  .Mexico  start¬ 
ed  a  fillibuster  which  made  impossible  the  passage  of  the  bill  before 
the  close  of  the  session. 

iThe  amendment  which  said  bill  carried  and  which  bears  di¬ 
rectly  not  only  upon  the  McMurray  contracts  but  on  all  contracts  made 
by  individual  Indians  which  affect  their  tribal  estate  is  as  follows: 

"All  contracts,  written  or  verbal,  purporting  or 
intended  to  authorize  any  person  or  persons,  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  represent  any  of  the  Pive  Civilized  Tribes 
or  any  member  or  members  thereof  in  respect  to  the  payment, 
distribution,  or  any  other  disposition  of  money  or  other 
property  of  to  said  nation  held  by  or  under  the  supervision 
of  the  United  States,  shdl  be  absolutely  void  and  incapable 
of  ratification  or  confirmation  unions  the  consent  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  approval  of  Congress  shall 
nave  previously  been  given  in  writing  to  the  person  claim¬ 
ing  thereunder  to  negotiate  such  contract,  and  unless  such 
contract  shall  be  approved  as  required  by  section  twenty-one 
hundred  and  three  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  and  any  person  who  shall  secure  or  attempt  to  se¬ 
cure  any  such  contract  without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  or  demand  or  attempt  to  collect  or  receive 
any  money  payment  or  any  other  ccn  1 deration  under  any  such 
contract  not  approved  as  herein  required,  shall  be  quilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  pun¬ 
ished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  $500  or  imprisonment  for  not 
more  than  six  months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Provided,  That  tills  shall 
not  apply  to  contracts  ith  tribal  attorneys  for  said  tribes 
entered  into  and  approved  by  the  President  in  accordance 
with  existing  law. 
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The  substance  of  this  amendent  was  first  proposed  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  as  a  means  of  prohibiting  the  making  of 
contracts  with  individual  citizens  of  the  Creek  Nation  pertaining  to 
the  equalization  of  allotments  in  said  Nation.  During  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress  I  took  this  matter  up  with  Senator  T.  P.  Gore  and 
with  him  prepared  the  amendment  in  its  present  form.  While  the  fili¬ 
buster  of  Senator  Pall  against  the  bill  ./as  directed  at  the  legisla¬ 
tion  carried  in  the  bill  affecting  the  removal  of  the  Apache  prison¬ 
ers  of  war  from  Oklahoma  to  New  Mexico,  there  was  a  well  grounded  ru¬ 
mor  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  IfcMurrsy  claims  the  honor  of  having  de¬ 
feated  the  whole  Indian  bill  on  account  of  the  amendment  affecting 
his  contracts.  This  is  the  rumor  that  Mr .  Wright  mentioned  to  you 
when  we  were  together  at  the  Severs  Hotel  at  Muskogee. 

I  should  like  to  see  this  matter  investigated  by  your 
Board.  I  am  sure  that  if  the  lime-light  should  be  turned  on  this  si¬ 
tuation  it  would  help  us  during  the  next  session  to  secure  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  a  proper  law  for  the  protection  of  the  individual  Indian. 

It  is  contended  by  some  that  the  form  of  contract  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  is  not  enforclble  and  is  without  effect  until  it  has  been 
a  proved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  It  is  further  contended 
that  under  the  legislation  affecting  contracts  with  tribal  attorneys 
that  the  individual  contracts  would  not  be  good  unless  approved  by 
Congress.  While  these  arguments  are  somewhat  tenable  they  are  by  no 
means  conclusive  and  disregarding  the  validity  or  the  invalidity  of 
t:  e  Mciuurra,  contracts  they  are  made  with  individuals  a  great  number 
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of  whom  are  unrestricted  and  should  they  be  paid  a  portion  of  their 
per  capita  share  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  undistrib¬ 
uted  portion  of  the  tribal  estate  Mr.  XlcHurrsy  would  no  doubt  collect 
from  a  great  number  of  these  individuals  the  amount  due  under  the 
contracts  wihout  suit,  others  he  would  sue  individually  and  if  the  a- 
mount  which  had  fallen  due  under  the  contract  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  $200.00  for  eaoh  individual  the  suit  would  be  brought  in  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  court.  You  can  readily  see  how  enormous  would 
be  the  task  of  attempting  to  protect  the  individual  Indian  under  such 
circumstanoes.  These  were  my  reasons  for  concluding  that  the  safest 
way  to  handle  the  McMurray  situation  is  to  have  the  contracts  declar¬ 
ed  void  by  Congress  and  fix  a  penalty  on  any  attempt  to  collect  under 
them. 

The  Choctaw-Chickasaw  Treaty  Rights  Association  places 
great  stress  on  the  so-called  "tax  litigation".  Mr.  McMurray  had  in¬ 
dividual  contracts  authorising  him  to  resist  the  taxation  by  the 
State  of  Oklahoma  of  a  certain  class  of  land  from  which  restrictions 
upon  the  alienation  had  been  removed,  the  title  to  the  land  still  re¬ 
maining  in  the  original  allottee,  -  a  copy  of  the  contracts  covering 
the  tax  mater  appears  on  page  1165  of  the  second  volume  of  the  con¬ 
gressional  report  Mo.  2273,  which  I  have  referred  to  above  and  is  as 
follows: 

"McMurray  individual  contract  covering  tax  matter. 

This  agreement  between  certain  members  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  and  J.  P.  McMurray,  an  attor¬ 
ney  at  law,  residing  at  McAlester,  Oklahoma,  wltnesseth: 
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That  said  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
nations  executing  this  contract  and  said  J.  F,  McMurray  are 
the  parties  in  interest  thereto;  that  the  purpose  for 
which  this  agreement  is  made  is  to  secure  the  services  of 
said  J .  F.  McMurrqp  to  take  charge  of  and  prosecute  all 
matters  relative  to  the  resistance  of  the  payment  of  taxes 
on  our  lands  held  by  t!  e  original  allottees;  and  that  said 
citizens  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  do  hereby  a- 
gree  to  pay  said  McMurray  for  his  services  and  expanses  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  per  head  for  each  Ctoctaw  and  Chickasaw 
citizen.  It  is  hereby  stipulated  and  agreed  that  each  cit¬ 
izen  executing  this  contract  shall  be  liable  only  jGt  r  the 
amount  due  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  his  minor  children 
and  for  not:  ing  more. 

Said  J,  F.  McMurrgr  agrees  faithfully  and  dili¬ 
gently  to  devote  himself  to  the  prosecution  and  settlement 
of  aaid  tax  litigation,  and  to  represent  said  citizens  be¬ 
fore  the  state  courts,  the  United  States  courts,  before 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  before  t he  state  officials 
of  Oklahoma. 

Witness  our  hands  this  the  21st.  day  of  October, 

1908, " 


(Signs  h;rcs. ) 


When  the  MoMurrjr  case  reached  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  it  was  consolidated  with  a  case  which  had  been  taken  up  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  through  the  proper  -trib'al  attor¬ 


neys  and  was  consolidated  with  the  Creek  case  involving  practically 
the  same  i  sues.  Mr,  McMurray  had  Senator  Joseph  W,  Bailey  of  Texas 


to  argue  this  case  for  him  before  the  Supreme  Court  and  in  this  man¬ 
ner  received  the  credit  of  having  won  the  tax  litigation  for  the  In¬ 
dians.  My  appointment  was  shortly  before  the  case  was  argued  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  I  was  not  attorney  for  the  Choctaw  Nation  at  the  time 
these  suits  were  brought,  I  did  enter  an  appearance  in  the  case  in 
the  Supreme  Court  shortly  before  the  argu.  ent  of  the  case  there,  but 
I  did  not  make  any  argument  in  the  case;  i-.owever,  I  am  familiar  e- 


nough  with  the  facts  to  know  that  the  credit  of  winning  this  litiga¬ 
tion  is  not  due  to  MT.  McMurray.  Mr.  D.  C.  McCurtain,  as  attorney 
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for  the  Choctaw  Nation,  appeared  for  the  Individual  Choctaw  Indians. 

I  have  received  ray  information  in  this  matter  almost  entirely  from 
Mr.  M.  L.  Mott |  attorney  for  the  Creek  Nation.  The  brief  upon  which 
both  Mr .  Me Murray  and  Senator  Bailey  relied  in  the  case  was  prepared, 
as  I  understand,  by  Mr.  Sturdevant,  who  was  associated  with  Mr.  Mott. 
I  wish  you  would  take  this  matter  up  with  Mr.  Mott  and  give  whatever 
publicity  you  deem  necessary  to  give  in  order  to  show  that  in  this 
matter  as  in  all  other  matters  Mr.  McMurray  diplomatically  avoided 
rendering  any  services  until  the  battle  is  practically  over  and  until 
the  proper  time  for  him  to  make  a  showing  in  order  to  lay  basis  for 
his  claim  for  fees.  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Mott  would  write  you  very  in¬ 
terestingly  on  the  tax  litigation  situation. 

I  now  change  the  subject  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  j.  F.  McMurray 
against  the  Choc  aw  and  Chiokasaw  Nations  for  a  fee  of  $27,500.00  due 
him  for  his  services  in  the  so-called  "Freedman  Case",  This  oase  was 
won  by  Mr.  McMurray  and  his  associates.  The  fee  according  to  the 
terms  of  their  contract  with  the  Choctaw  Nation  was  earned.  The  fee, 
however,  was  not  paid  for  the  reason  that  there  seemed  to  be  some 
misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  the 
firm  of  Mansfield,  MoMurrny  &  Cornish  ns  expenses  of  their  office  and 
expenses  of  the  Citizenship  Court  while  the  said  firm  represented  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations.  Since  I  became  attorney  for  the  said 
Nation  Mr. -McMurray  has  made  a  very  resolute  attempt  to  collect  this 
fee.  From  the  congressional  report,  No.  2273,  which  I  have  referred 
to  above,  you  will  get  the  information  that  outside  of  the  money 
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which  this  firm  received  under  their  regular  contract  of  employment 
as  tribal  attorneys  they  received  a  feee  of  #750,000.00,  notwiths tend¬ 
ing  the  fact,  that  at  the  time  they  rendered  the  services  for  which 
this  fee  was  paid  they  were  tie  general  attorneys  for  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  Nations,  employed  under  a  contract  requiring  their  entire 
services,  or  so  much  thereof  as  was  necessary,  for  the  business  of 
the  Nations,  During  their  term  of  office  as  the  report  discloses 
they  incurred  expenses  of  approximately  #500,000.00.  I  am  enclosing 
herewith  copies  of  two  letters  written  by  tie  Secretary  of  the  Inter¬ 
ior  under  dates  of  June  16th.,  1908,  and  August  24th.,  1908,  respect¬ 
ively,  which  set  out  the  present  status  of  this  account.  There  were 
letters  written  by  tie  Department  of  the  Interior  in  reference  to 
this  matter  subsequent  to  the  letters  the  copies  of  which  I  am  send¬ 
ing  you,  but  these  copies  give  you  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  expense 
account  of  the  firm  of  Mansfield,  McMurray  &  Cornish.  These  letters 
disclose  that  #182,848.30  of  ti  e  moneys  expended  by  Mr.  McMurray  and 
his  associates  appear  to  have  been  expended  without  authority  of  law 
and  otherwise  not  properly  accounted  for.  The  letters  which  I  am  en¬ 
closing  will  also  give  you  a  definite  idea  of  lie  action  taken  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  Department  of  Justice  in  an  attempt 
to  recover  a  portion  of  this  money  and  also  shows  that  the  cases  were 
never  tried  but  were  dismissed.  No  doubt  the  enormous  influence  of 
Mr.  McMurray  and  his  associates  was  the  real  reason  for  the  dismissal 
of  these  cases  and  the  reason  was  not  as  sortie  have  set  forth,  that 
there  was  no  merit  in  the  litigation. 
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On  July  12th.,  1912,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  replied 
to  a  note  from  the  President  asking  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  ques- 
•  tion  of  a  payment  of  the  McMurray  fee  and  for  further  information  on 
the  question.  I  was  in  consultation  frequently  with  the  officer  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  who  prepared  the  reply  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  note.  After  the  Secretary's  letter  of  July  12th.,  1912  went 
to  the  President  there  was  no  further  action  in  this  matter  until  a- 
,bout  the  1st.  of  February,  1913,  when  I  heard  indirectly  that  the 
President  had  directed  a  re-exarainaxion  of  the  question  with  direc¬ 
tions  that  the  question  be  definitely  settled  before  the  close  of  the 
administration.  I  reard  also  indirectly  that  the  -resident  had  in  a 
manner  directed  the  payment  of  the  fee  of  §27,500.00  to  Mr.  McMurray, 
These  rumors  caused  me  to  go  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and 
ask  to  be  shown  the  President's  letters.  I  was  denied  the  privilege 
of  reading  the  President's  letter  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  execu¬ 
tive  document.  I  feared  that  under  the  circumstances  a  payment  of 
ths  #27,500.00  might  be  forced  before  March  4th.,  1913,  and  on  Febru¬ 
ary  6th.,  1913,  I  prepared  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  t  e  President  and  the  Attorney  General  for  copies  of 
all  correspondence  of  whatsoever  nature  in  any  way  pertaining  to  the 
McMurray  claim.  I  then  kept  in  touch  with  the  action  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Interior  until  I  found  that  a  reply  had  been  prepared  to 
the  President's  request  and,  as  I  understood,  had  been  forwarded  to 
the  White  House.  On  that  day,  which  was  February  25th.,  1913,  Sena¬ 
tor  Gore  of  Oklahoma,  with  whom  I  had  frequently  been  in  conference 
on  this  subj  ect  introduced  the  following  resolution. 
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"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  cause  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Senate  copies  of  all  letters,  telegrams, 
reports,  opinions,  and  other  documents  on  file  in  either 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  or  the  Department  of  Justice 
in  relation  to  any  contract  or  claims  for  fees  or  compensa¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  firm  of  Mansfield,  ,„c hurray  &  Cor¬ 
nish,  or  any  member  thereof,  against  the  Chickasaw  and  Choc¬ 
taw  Tribes  of  Indians,  which  claims  are  alleged  to  be  due 
and  unpaid  and  are  now  pending  before  the  president  or  any 
department  of  the  Government j  and 

Second,  To  transmit  like  copies  of  all  such  let¬ 
ters,  telegrams,  reports,  o; inions,  and  other  documents  in 
relation  to  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Chickasaw  and 
Choctaw  Tribes  of  Indians  against  the  firm  of  Mansfield, 

Mo  Mur  ray  &  Cornish,  or  any  member  thereof. 

Resolved,  furt:  er,  That  the  President  be  request¬ 
ed  to  withhold  action  on  any  and  all  said  claims  until  fur¬ 
ther  action  by  ths  Congress  or  by  the  courts," 

Passed  by  the  Senate  Me by.  25th.,  1913, 

This  resolution  is  not  in  the  exact  form  that  I  first  pre¬ 
pared  it.  The  form  was  changed  upon  the  suggestion  of  Senator  Gore. 
This  resolution  stopped  all  action  on  the  pert  of  Hr,  McMurray  until 
after  Mar oh  4th.  e  is,  however,  at  this  time  very  busily  engaged 
trying  to  bring  about  a  payment  of  the  $27,500.00.  .1  am  as  actively 
contending  that  there  s  all  be  no  payment  of  the  $27,500.00  until 
there  has  been  a  complete  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Choctaw  Na¬ 
tion  against  IE r.  McMurray  and  his  associates  for  the  $182,848.30  re¬ 
ferred  to  above.  For  your  inf ormation  the  purpose  of  introducing  the 
resolution  was  really  not  to  get  at  the  papers  for  we  were  familiar 
enough  with  the  record  in  the  case  that  we  did  not  care  so  much  about 
seeing  the  papers,  but  the  real  object  was  to  turn  the  light  of  pub- 
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licity  upon  Mr.  McMurray  and  those  who  were  assisting  him  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  collect  this  fee.  I  say  to  you  that  the  light  of  publicity 
is  the  greatest  weapon  that  you  can  use  in  opposing  tho  consummation 
of  a  transaction  that  is  not  straight. 

In  our  efforts  to  prevent  the  p^/raent  of  the  $27,500.00 
claim  we  had  the  hearty  support  of  the  Secretary  of  t  e  Interior,  !!on. 
Walter  L.  Fisher,  and  the  First  Assistant  Secretary,  n.  Samuel  Ad¬ 
ams. 

The  last  subject  that  I  have  to  treat  in  this  letter  is  the 
so-called  "leased  district"  litigation,  and  before  you  read  this  part 
of  my  letter  read  the  Memorial  of  the  Principal  Chief  of  the  Choctaw 
Nation  in  regardto  this  subject,  which  is  enclosed  herewith  and  which 
is  identified  as  Senate . Document,  No.  1007. 

I  was  appointed  attorney  for  the  Choctaw  'ation  on  November 
28th.,  1911,  and  shortly  after  may  appointment  I  began  to  investigate 
the  so-called  "leased  district"  claim.  Mr.  McMurray  also  became  ac¬ 
tive  on  thil  claim  at  about  the  same  time.  He  prepared  a  bill  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  payment  to  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations  from  the  U- 
nited  States  for  the  amount  due  for  the  land  embraced  in  the  leased 
district.  Mr.  McMurray  endeavored  to  secure  a  hearing  on  the  bill  he 
introduced.  I  wont  to  .on.  Scott  Ferris,  who  was  at  that  time  on  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  :  ouse  and  advised  him  of  ray  atti¬ 
tude  toward  Hr.  McMurray  and  told  him  that  should  Mr.  McMurray  suc¬ 
ceed  in  having  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  this  matter  I 
would  appear  before  the  committee  and  insist  that  Mr.  McMurray  be  not 
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allowed  to  : resent  the  claim.  X  understood  at  that  time  that  the 
Choctaw-Chicxasaw  Treaty  Rights  Association  had  made  arrangements 
with  Mr.  McMurrny  for  the  prosecution  of  this  claim.  No  definite  ac¬ 
tion  was  taken  in  the  matter  age  in  until  in  the  month  of  December, 
1912,  when  Dr.  T.  I..  Howell,  President  of  the  Choctaw-Chickasaw  Trea¬ 
ty  Rights  Association,  who  is  of  Choctaw  Indian  blood,  Ed.  Johnson,  a 
prominent  banker  and  Chickasaw  Indian  by  blood,  and  Dr.  J,  .  iller, 
an  intermarried  citizen  of  the  Choctaw  Nation,  who  is  also  a  promi¬ 
nent  stockman,  merchant  and  banker,  came  to  Washington  as  delegates 
of  the  Choctaw-Chickasaw  Treaty  Rir  ts  Association.  These  gentlemen 
first  insisted  that  we  co-operate  with  :r.  :.c  ur  *ay  in  the  pros  ecu* 
tion  of  this  claim.  We  told  them  that  we  could  not  recognise  hr.  Mq- 
Liurray  in  this  matter  and  advised  them  that  hr.  Kohurray ’ s  ap- earance 
before  the  committees  of  Congress  in  the  prosecution  of  this  claim 
v.ould  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  secure  proper  consideration  of  the 
claim.  I  am  advised  that  the  advice  of  Senator  Gore  and  Senator  Owon 
to  this  delegation  was  practically  the  same  as  that  given  by  us.  Du¬ 
ring  December,  however,  Mr,  Mciiurray  prepared  a  memorial  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  and  signed  the  memorial  NJ.’  F.  McKurray,  Attorney  for  Claimants" 
and  gave  this  memorial  to  Senator  Owen  to  be  introduced.  The  memori¬ 
al  was  not  introduced  by  Senator  Owen.  Before  returning  to  Oklahoma 
for  the  holidays  we  had  a  meeting  with  the  delegates  above  nnmed,  at 
whcih  meeting  Vicuor  M.  Locke,  Principal  Chief  of  t.  e  Choctaw  Nation, 
D.  H.  Johnston,  Governor  of  t  e  C.  ickasaw  Nation,  George  D.  Rodgers, 
attorney  for  the  Chickasaw  Nation  and  myself  were  present.  This 
meeting  was  held  in  Governor  Locke’s  room  at  the  Raleigh  Hotel  and  at 
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the  meeting  it  war?  agreed  that  Mr.  McMurray  should  be  eliminated  and 
that  Mr,  Rodgers  and  my;; el. t  should  prepare  a  memorial  in  the  matter 
of  the  leased  district  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  after  the  holidays 
and  that  the  memorial  would  be  signed  by  Chief  Locke,  Gov  rnor  John¬ 
ston  and  the  Treaty  Rights  delegates  and  all  would  work  in  harmony  to 
procure  the  settlement  of  the  claim.  While  we  were  at  home  during 
the  holidays  I  received  a  telegram  from  Governor  Locke  saying  that  he 
had  been  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Choctaw— Chickasaw  Treaty 
Rights  Association  at  Oklahoma  City.  He  stated  that  he  could  not  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting  and  asked  me  to  attend  in  his  place.  I  went  to  Okla¬ 
homa  City  and  on  -December  30th.  attended  the  meeting  in  Mr.  MoMurray»s 
room  at  the  Lee  Huckins  Hotel  with  what  I  was  advised  was  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Choctaw-Chickasaw  Treat.  Rights  Association. 

There  were  seventeen  men  present,  including  Mr.  McMurray  and  myself. 
Mr.  Ed.  Johnston,  Doctors  o  ell  and  resent.  Mr. 

McMurray  had  a  memorial  which  he  stated  to  the  directors  would  be 
signed  by  Chief  Locke  and  Governor  Johnston  and  would  be  introduced 
by  Senator  Owen.  X  disputed  Mr,  Kcliurrny* s  statement  and  told  ths  so- 
called  "Board  of  Directors"  of  tl  ent  to  eliminate  Mr.  McMurray 

and  stated  the  reasons  for  our  conclusion.  I  as  not  supported  in  my 
statement  by  any  of  the  three  men  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  in 
Washington.  Mr.  McMurray  adfissd  me  in  the  presence  of  those  assem¬ 
bled  that  he  did  not  propose  to  be  eliminated.  I  of  course  advised 
Mr.  Me hurray  that  we  should  continue  our  attempt  to  eliminate  him. 
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While  I  was  speaking  to  these  men  Dr.  Howell  went  to  the  door  of  the 
room  and  called  me.  I  went  to  the  door  and  he  told  me  to  pet  ny  hat 
and  oo&t  tl  at  We  would  take  a  walk.  I  advised  the  Doctor  t  at  X  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  matter  under  consideration  and  would  like  to 
remain.  : vised  me  that  he  had  no  .intention  of  offending  me, 

but  that  I  must  leave  the  room  for  the  reason  that  the  Directors  of 
the  Choctaw-Chickasaw  Treaty  Rights  Association  .  ore  going  into  exe¬ 
cutive  eeselon  with  Mr,  Mcmurray  and  did  not  want  me  present.  I  told 
Dr.  Howell  that  I  did  not  consider  the  matter  personal  and  entertain¬ 
ed  no  animosity  toward  him  on  account  of  the.  litUfttion,  but  at  that 
time  expressed  to  him  my  opinion  of  an  Indian  Rights  Association  that 
wouldexolude  the  tribal  attorney  of  the  Indians  from  their  meeting 
and  go  into  an  executive  session  with  a  gentleman  w{io  held  contracts 
with  the  individual  I  idiftnrs  amount  ing  to  millions  of  dollars. 

When  I  next  saw  Mr.  Mokiurray  it  wee  in  Washington,  he  had 
with  him  the  same  delegates  Mho  were  with  him  in  Washington  before 
the  holidays  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  filler.  Dr.  Miller  arrived  in 
Washington  later  in  January.  I  had  several  meetings  with  these  gen¬ 
tlemen  during  all  of  which  they  endeavored  to  induce  me  to  sign  the 
McMurray  memorial  for  Chief  Xocke  and  myself.  1  did  not  sign  it.  I 
offered  them  the  memorial  which  I  had  prepared  according  to  our  a- 
greement  made  in  December  before  leaving  Washington  and  asked  them  to 
sign  with  me.  They  declined  to  sign  it.  Governor  Johnston  signed 
the  hchurray  memorial  in  my  presence. 

I  presented  the  memorial  which  I  had  prepared  to  Senator  0- 
wen,  together  with  a  bill  containing  the  proper  provisions  for  set- 
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tlement  of*  the  leased  district  claim,  both  of  which  were  introduced 
by  the  Senator.  Xater  Governor  Johnston  presented  the  McKurray  memo¬ 
rial  which  I  understand  was  also  introduced  by  Senator  Owen.  This, 
however,  was  after  our  memorial  had  been  Introduced  and  the  memorial 
presented  by  Governor  Johnston  was  not  signed  by  Mr.  he Murray.  I 
doubt  if  Senator  Owen  would  have  introduced  the  memorial  had  he  known 
it  was  prepared  by  Mr.  McMurray. 

My  last  meeting  wit)  Mr.  Me Pur ray  and  his  Treaty  Rights 
dele;  on  the  11th.  day  of  January  at  the  Ebbett  Hotel.  This 

wa3  prior  to  t’.e  time  our  memorial  as  introduced.  It  was  at  this 
meeting  that  Governor  Jo.anston  signed  the  McMurray  memorial.  A  very 
heated  argument  between  myself,  Mr.  McMurray  and  T)r.  Howell  took 
place.  It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  what  was  said  during  this  argu¬ 
ment.  I  have  given  you  all  the  facts  that  a  *e  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  understand  the  position  of  the  contending  parties.  During  a 
number  of  the  interviews  .1  had  with  these  gentlemen  some  threats  were 
made  about  abolishing  the  office  of  tribal  attorney  and  certain  other 
tribal  offices  unless  I  ceased  to  stand  in  the  say  of  pr .  „  ;cHurray. 
These  are  matters  that  would  not  be  of  interest  to  either  you  or  the 
public.  However,  a  number  of  ne .spacer  articles  have  been  written 
regarding  the  contention  between  mi-self  and  Mr.  ci,iurray,  I  am  en¬ 
closing  an  article  from  the  Tulsa  World  of  .March  16th.,  which  will 
give  you  an  idea  of  how  the  raatter  is  regarded.  The  attitude  of  the 
delegates  of  the  Cv  octaw-Chickasaw  Treaty  Rights  Association  in  the 
McMurrey  matter  has  led  many  to  the  conclusion  that  the  delegates  and 
others  have  a  financial  interest  in  the  jLcMurray  contracts.  I  have 
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not  the  evidence  to  conclusively  establish  this  conclusion,  but  I  am 
firmly  of  the  opinion, that  these  gentlemen  are  more  interested  in  se¬ 
curing  recognition  for  Mr.  McMurray  and  his  contracts  than  they  are 
in  securing  the  rights  of  the  Oh 00 taw  and  Chickasaw  Indians.  The  ir¬ 
repressible  Mr.  McMurray  eeeius  to  have  the  financial  as  well  as  the 
moral  support  of  sons  of  these  influential  citizens, 

T  e  leased  district  fight  is  in  its  infancy.  It  is  as  case 
of  vast  importance  to  to  C,  octaw  and  Chiokasaw  people  and  involves 
not  less  than  #10,000,000,00  worth  of  land  and  pr obably  as  much  as 
#17,000,000,00  even  at  the  rate  that  was  paid  for  this  land  "oefcr  e 
the  opening  of  Oklahoma.  It  is  very  important  that  you  and  your 
Board  understand  the  nature  of  the  interests  involved  in  order  that 
you  may  assist  us  in  finally  eliminating  Mr.  rriy.  It  Is  hard  to 

get  Congress  to  consider  even  a  just  claim  if  Mr.  McMurray  am. ears  as 
a  party  interested,  yet  he  holds  these  individual ' contracts  and  while 
his  appearance  is  at  this  time  preventing  a  consideration  of  the 
leased  district  claim  if  we  a  ’e  finally  successful  in  having  this 
claim  allowed  he  will  attempt  to  collect  ten  per  cent  of  tie  amount 
recovered.  The  same  .is  true  in  regard  to  other  matters.  His  aprear- 
ance  is  delaying  the  final  settlement  of  the  tribal  estate  and  the 
distribution  of  funds,  yet  he  will  attempt  to  collect  ten  per  cent  cf 
the  amount  distributed  and  will  claim  credit  for  having  brought  about 
the  distribution. 

The  principal  issues  between  hr.  McMurray  anrl  ourselves 

are: 


First.  -  A  law  must  be  enacted  which  will  invalidate  the 
individual  contracts  which  Mr.  McMurray  holds  and  fix  a  penalty  as  a 
punishment  for  any  attempt  to  enforce  these  or  any  other  contracts  of 
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the  same  nature. 

Second.  -  Mr.  XoMurray  must  not  be  paid  the  $27,500.00  for 
services  in  the  •  so-called  "Freedman  Case"  until  the  claim  ofthe  Na¬ 
tions  against  him  and  his  associates  for  $182,848.30  has  been  settled 
(this  must  be  settled  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  as  the  Nations 
are  without  legal  capacity  to  sue). 

Third.  -  Mr.  McMurray  must  not  b  r  as  at¬ 

torney  for  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations  or  any  class  of  citizens 
of  said  Nations  in  the  prosecution  of  the  so-called  le-  ,;ed  district 
claim.  f 

In  these  matters  we  would  apj  rcciate  your  interest  and  your 
aasis  tance. 

As  a  separate  matter  I  am  enclosing  herewith  our  reply  to 
the  claim  made  by  t  e  attorney  for  the  Mississippi  Choctaws.  Will 
you  please  read  this  document,  in  order  that  you  may  understand  the 
attitude  of  the  Nation  on  the  claims  made  by  Mississippi  Choctaws. 

Very  respectfully, 


P.  J.  Hurley, 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Andover,  Mass.,  April  81st,  1913. 

Hon.  Gaorge  Vaux,  Jr. , 

President  Hoard  of  Indian  Coiomi as i oners , 
Washington,  P.C. 

Sir: 

In  company  with  J.  /('eaton  Allen,  Esq.,  who  represented  the 
Boston  Indian  Citizenship  Committee  and  other  organizations,  I  made 
a  survey  of  conditions  among  the  Indians  of  Oklahoma  during  the 
month  of  March,  thi3  year. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  in  this  report  to  certain 
.specific  needs  of  these  Indians  and  have  summarized  my  observations 
under  the  following  heads:- 

A.  The  system  of  leasing  Indian  lands. 

B.  The  protection  of  Indian  minors. 

C.  The  care  of  indigent  Indians. 

D.  The  work  of  the  Special  Agents. 

E.  The  heal  oh  of  the  Indians. 

F.  The  education  of  the  full  blood  Indian  children. 

G.  The  protection  of  timber  belonging  to  tie  Chootaw  Nation. 

H.  Congress  and  the  Oklahoma  Indians. 

This  report  is  based  upon  personal  observations  during  an  ex¬ 
tended  journey  overland  in  out  of  the  way  places.  While  the  party 
under  my  direction  visited  certain  portions  of  the  country,  Mr. 
Allen  and  his  force  visited  other  regions.  Thus  we  were  able  to 
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oover  considerable  ground. 

We  include  in  our  remarks  all  that  could  be  learned  from  the 
Special  Agents  who  come  in  personal  oontaot  with  tne  Indians  more 
than  anyone  else,  Superintendent  Dana  H.  Kelsey,  Attorney  3k.  L.  Mott, 
and  Commissioner  Wright,  Attorney  James  E.  Gresham,  Attorneys  Hastings 
and  Hurley.  In  short,  aside  from  visiting  and  photographing  many 
of  che  Indians,  we  talked  with  the  officials  and  went  into  the 
records  in  order  to  prove  the  acouracy  of  all  observations  made. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Perusai  of  the  various  statements  set  forth  under  the  fore¬ 
going  heads  indicate  that  a  most  serious  condition  of  affairs  has 
arisen  in  tne  State  of  Oklahoma.  It  is  such  a  condition  as  to 
demand  not  only  heroic  treatment  but  immediate  treatment.  In  order 
to  properly  cope  with  it  we  should  have  a  larger  ap  ropriation 
available  for  ;  he  needs  of  the  Oklahoma  Indians;  have  sufficient 
number  of  well  trained  men  in  order  to  carry  regulations  into  effect. 

Superintendent  Dana  H.  Kelsey  is  an  able  and  upright  man,  but 
the  task  assigned  him  is  more  than  is  possible  for  one  man  to  per¬ 
form,  unless  that  man  be  given  a  certain  amount  of  discretion,  I 
am  heartily  in  sympathy  with  Mr.  Kelsey,  but  it  strikes  me  that 
the  weak  point  in  his  administration  i3  that  he  is  beset  by  multi¬ 
tudinous  duties  which  he  cannot  well  delegate  to  others.  Mr.  Kelsey 
should  be  given  sufficient  working  foroe  in  order  that  he  might 
concentrate  upon  the  greater  problems  in  his  administration.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  amount  of  work  he  is  compelled  to  oerform  each  day, 


-3- 


the  results  achieved  by  Mr.  Kelsey  are  surprising.  But  if  he  could 
be  relieved,  as  stated  above,  I  think  he  could  devote  much  more  at¬ 
tention  to  the  needs  of  the  Indians  in  the  out  of  the  way  districts. 
There  live  men  and  women  who  seldom  apply  either  to  him  or  the  Special 
Agents.  Much  of  the  time  of  Mr.  Kelsey's  force  is  used  in  answering 
the  complaints  of  educated  Indians  who  should  be  able  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  This  I  have  found  to  be  a  curse  in  the  Indian  Service 
not  only  in  Oklahoma  but  elsewhere,  end  I  woald  recommend  in  so  far 
as  possible,  that  complaints  of  eduoated  mixed  bloods  be  eliminated. 
Time  that  should  be  devoted  to  ignorant  full  bloods  and  minor 
children  is  consumed  in  answering  latters  and  oomplaints  of  per¬ 
sons  who  are  abundantly  able  to  proteot  themselves. 

Mr.  Kelsey's  Special  Agents  should  be  given  each  two  assistants, 
one  of  whom  is  a  stenographer  and  tne  other  an  office  clerk,  in 
order  that  the  Special  Agent  might  spend  practically  ell  his  time 
in  the  field. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  Mr.  Wright, 
should  be  concerned  more  with  the  protection  of  these  Indians  and 
ies3  with  office  administration.  MR.  Wright  is  in  all  respects 
a  competent  and  worthy  man,  and  tne  right  man  to  be  head  of  the 
Commission.  But  the  time  has  passed  for  oiling  lands  and  severing 
old  ties.  I  mean  by  this,  that  he  should  make  the  safeguarding 
of  the  rights  of  these  Indians  first  and  foremost.  He,  as  well  as 
all  other  employees  in  tne  Bervioe,  should  exhibit  an  uncompromising 
attitude  toward  that  undesirable  element  so  numerous  in  Oklahoma. 

k  V 
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In  brief,  every  man  in  the  Service  should  be  not  only  on  the  de¬ 
fensive  bat  take  an  offensive  position  against  the  numberless  un¬ 
scrupulous  persons  who  are  defrauding  the  Indians  out  of  their 
property.  The  same  is  true  of  the  various  Indian  tribal  attorneys. 

I  would  make  first  and  foremost  in  ray  recommendations  as  to 
the  treatment  of  the  Oklahoma  situation  the  above.  More  backbone 
is  needed  on  the  part  of  every  man.  ifihile  education,  allotment  and 
ordinary  routine  of  business  ere  important,  they  all  sink  into  in¬ 
significance  compared  with  the  greatest  of  all  things  -  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  these  poor  people. 

I  wish  to  commend  above  everything  else  the  work  of  Honorable 
L.  Mott,  attorney  of  the  Creek  Indians.  Mr.  Mott's  career  should 
be  oaken  by  all  persons  in  tne  Service  as  a  model,  an  example.  For 
rune  years  he  has  fought  -  frequently  almost  alone  -  against  the 
influences  for  evil  in  the  State  of  Oklahoma.  His  tribe  is  now 
ricger  than  when  he  became  attorney.  This  cannot  be  said  of  all 
Indian  attorneys.  Mr.  Mott  has  a.  clear  insight  and  a  firm  grasp  on 
the  entire  situation  when  ce  jtf-t©3  that  what  the  Indian  Service  in 
Oklahoma  needs  above  everything  else  is  fighting  men.  His  contention 
that  tne  removal  of  further  restrictions  and  the  placing  of  the 
remaining  restricted  Indians  under  the  control  of  the  State  of  Okla¬ 
homa  spells  disaster  for  the  Indian  -  and  worse  than  disaster  -  is 
correct  and  fully  justified  by  the  facts. 

Mr.  P.  J.  iiuriey,  attorney  for  the  Choctaws,  has  waged  battle 
against  the  MoMurray  interests  and  up  to  trie  present  hs.a  defeated 
the  ratification  of  the  McMurray  contracts.  These,  if  carried  into 
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effeot,  would  mean  the  loss  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  for 
McMurray  claimed  large  commissions  for  services  rendered  the  Indians. 
It  does  not  appear,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  that  McMurray  has  accom¬ 
plished  any  wont  of  real  benefit  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Hurley*  a  long  letter  explaining  the  McMurray  matters  is  here¬ 
with  submitted  in  appendix  C  of  this  report.  He  deserves  commenda¬ 
tion  for  his  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Choctaws. 

James  5.  Gresham,  Ea  ;  . ,  attorney  for  the  Seminole  Indians,  by 
persistent  effort  ha 3  secured  the  conviction  of  numbers  of  persons 
guilty  of  defrauding  Indiana.  Some  of  these  men  are  now  serving 
sentences  In  prison.  Mr.  Gresham*  s  activities  have  made  him  exceed¬ 
ingly  unpopular  in  his  community,  yet  he  has  continued  to  protect 
his  wards.  Attorney  W.  W.  Hastings,  representing  the  Cherofcees  has 
also  incurred  the  enmity  of  grafters  because  of  his  uncompromising 
attitude  in  behalf  of  the  Indians. 

Outside  of  official  circles  Mr.  Grant  Foreman  of  Muskogee  has 
done  all  in  his  power  to  call  attention  to  the  bad  situation.  Through 
magazine  articles  and  by  cooperation  with  a  .torney  Mott,  he  has  done 
his  part  towards  protecting  the  weak,  and  deserves  praise. 

In  what  I  have  said  regarding  the:e  gentlemen,  I  am  in  no  sense 
either  exaggerating  or  unduly  complimenting  them.  I  am  merely  stat¬ 
ing  facts.  They  appear,  above  all  other  good  man,  who  have  loyally 
represented  the  Department  in  Oklahoma,  to  be  possessed  of  a  oiear 
conception  of  the  situation  in  its  broad  sense.  They  are  the  types 
of  men  I  would  like  to  see  at  the  head  of  every  reservation  and  every 
department  in  the  United  States  Indian  Service.  I  wish  that  their 


recommendations  both  with  reference  to  what  legislation  is  needed 
in  Oklahoma  as  well  as  in  Congress  oould  be  reed  and  understood  by 
all  men.  Nothing  is  more  to  the  point,  nothing  otm  be  iiore  just. 

A.  THE  SYSTEM  OF  LEASING  INDIAN  LANDS. 

When  the  law  was  passed  by  Congress  permitting  certain  Indians 
to  lease  their  lands  for  five  years,  and  their  homesteads  for  on© 
year  without  the  supervision  of  the  Department,  a  grievous  error 
was  made.  The  result  has  been  that  while  some  Indians  are  benefit¬ 
ed  by  this  custom ,  in  most  instances  it  has  proved  a  curse  r&tner 
than  a  blessing.  Under  the  guise  of  leasing,  many  Indians  have 
signed  either  mortgages  or  deeds  to  their  property.  Particularly  is 
this  true  where  the  papers  are  presented  at  the  Indians'  cabins  and 
are  signed  far  from  tne  presence  of  a  Governmental  representative. 

The  leasing  system  as  practiced  interferes  with  the  sale  of  property. 
Frequently  Superintendent  Kelsey  find3  it  to  tne  best  interests  of 
some  aged  Indian  to  sell  his  property  and  use  the  proceeds  in  main¬ 
taining  him  during  his  declining  years.  One  of  the  many  petty  graft¬ 
ers  hears  of  the  proposed  sale,  visits  the  Indian,  pays  him  $1.0.  or 
$?.0.  for  a  lease  of  one  year  end  when  the  prospective  buyer  of  the 
property  appears,  he  must  either  make  terms  or  fail  to  secure  posses¬ 
sion.  Frequently  it  is  necessary  for  either  the  buyer  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent  to  pay  $1.00,  $200  or  even  $300  bonus  to  the  lessee.  It  is 
a  most  pernicious  custom  and  should  be  ohanged.  Many  Indiana  have 
no  conception  of  real  values  and  frequently  they  lease  certain  lands 
for  five  years  for  a  few  dollars  per  year.  The  lands  leased  are 
seldom  properly  farmed,  the  white  man  desiring  to  get  all  possible 


out  of  the  ground  in  a  short  time. 

If  the  field  agent’s  powers  were  extended  and  they  given  suf¬ 
ficient  help,  they  could  supervise  more  carefully  the  entire  lousing 
system. 

TROUBLE  WITH  OIL  LEASES. 

Mr.  Kelsey  informs  me  that  he  has  more  difficulty  with  the 
oil  grafters  -  with  men  who  hold  up  the  transfer  of  Indian  property, 
or  interfere  with  the  oil  companies  -  than  with  the  great  oil  com¬ 
panies  themselves,  the  latter  being  composed  of  Honorable  business 
men,  who  desire  to  operate  and  do  not  stoop  to  graft.  Not  so, 
these  middle  men.  Their  attitude  can  best  be  understood  from  the 
following  case: 

A  certain  white  man  leased  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  oil  belt 
for,  ostensibly,  agricultural  purposes.  He  agreed  to  pay  the  Indian 
$40.00  per  year.  When  oil  was  discovered  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
the  oil  men  secured  an  oil  lease  on  the  same  property  from  the  De¬ 
partment.  The  white  man  would  not  permit  the  oil  men  to  operate,  and 
drove  them  off  at  the  point  of  a  shot  gun.  Although  the  Government 
preferred  to  have  the  oil  wells  drilled,  and  thus  increase  the  in¬ 
come  of  the  Indian  ward,  it  was  powerless,  and  the  oil  operators 
were  compelled  to  pay  the  white  man  $1200.00  oash  before  he  would 
cancel  his  agricultural  lease.  The  land  was  worthless  for  agricul¬ 
tural  purposes.  It  was  simply  a.  "hold-up  game"  on  the  part  of  the 
white  man. 

This  occurs  not  only  in  the  oil  country,  but  elsewhere,  and 


petty  grafters  ere  continually  interfering  and  causing  trouble. 

These  .'speculators  reduce  the  value  of  oil  and  other  property.  Oil 
men  are  skeptical  about  taking  Indian  leases.  Commercial  values 
depreciate. 

Down  ..n  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  country  there  are  a  number 
of  white  men  who  secured  control  of  thousands  of  sores  of  Indian  land, 
either  by  lease  or  purchase  Their  sole  purpose  seems  to  be  to 
cloud  titles.  These  are  tne  very  men  who  issued  a  broad-side 
recently  against  the  proposed  bill  in  Congress  prohibiting  the 
leasing  of  Indian  lands  They  are  not  legitimate  farmers,  but  mere 
speculators,  and  they  retard  commercial  enterprises  throughout  a 
large  sec  ion  of  the  country  They  take  four  to  five  year  leases 
and  have  these  signed  by  the  Indians  in  advance  They  exei-cise  a 
most  pernicious  influenoe,  and,  as  stated  above,  not  only  embarrass 
the  Indians,  but  injure  the  fair  name  of  Oklahoma. 

FINDINGS. 

My  recommendations  are  that  no  more  land  be  leased  save  under 
supervision  of  the  Department  Also  that  the  oil  royalties  on 
leased  property  be  conserved  even  more  than  at  present.  $40.  or  $50 
(or  at  the  ra03t  $75)  is  sufficient  for  any  Indian  and  the-:*  large 
sums  -  often  totaling  thousands  of  dollars  -  paid  to  tne  Indians  is 
worse  than  waste,  for  it  encourages  dissipation,  attracts  a  swarm 
of  grafters,  and  does  harm  instead  of  good. 


B.  THE  PROTECTION  OF  INDIAN  MINORS. 


The  subject  is  so  lengthy,  that  it  is  difficult  to  treat  ade¬ 
quately  in  a  brief  summary.  Mr.  Mott  in  his  famous  ‘'Mott's 
Report",  presented  by  Honorable  Charles  H.  Burke  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  December  15,  1912,  stated  but  a  fraction  of  the 
truth,  surprising  as  was  that  report.  Both  Mr.  Allen  and  myself  looked 
into  the  management  of  minors'  estates  on  the  part  of  the  so-oalled 
"guardians”  ana  the  Probate  Courts.  To  say  that  we  found  a  shocking 
condition  is  putting  it  mildly.  Most  of  r.&e  guardians  appointed 
over  persons  of  minor  years,  or  of  weak  minds,  ere  absolutely  lost 
or  dead  to  all  sense  of  honor  and  decency.  In  moat  of  the  cases 
those  humanities  which  appeal  to  tae  average  business  man  in  the 
East,  are  utterly  lacking  in.  t:e3e  parsons.  The  court  records  and 
the  newspapers,  the  files  of  t.  e  Speoial  Agents,  the  deta  accumulated 
by  Mr.  Kelsey  and  Messrs.  Hastings,  Gresham,  Cook  and  Mott  -  all 
these  simply  team  with  graft  and  rottenness  almost  beyond  belief.  In 
order  to  give  you  some  conception,  I  herewith  append  several  actual, 
oases  as  recorded.  If  you  will  read  these,  you  will  form  some  idea 
of  what  has  been  going  on  in  the  State  of  Oklahoma  the  past  few  years, 
and  of  tae  necessity  of  full  protection  on  tae  part  of  our  Congress 
of  these  poor  people.  To  place  them  uncer  the  care  of  rofessional 
guardians  in  Oklahoma,  is  as  if  a  farmer  gave  over  hie  flock  of  sheep 
and  lambs  to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  pack  of  wolves'. 

FANNIE  LA m  CASE. 

Fannie  Latty  is  a  Cherokee  girl  about  fifteen  years  old,  who 
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h&d  an  allotment  of  eighty  acres  of  unrestrioted  land.  A  guardian 
wa3  appointed  for  her  end  the  lend  sold  for  e  little  more  than  half 
its  value,  about  $300.00,  practically  all  of  which,  except  $17.10, 
was  used  for  costs  of  3ale  and  guardian’s  expenses,  so  that  the 
Indian  girl  received  practically  no  benefit  from  her  allotment. 

Fannie  batty  is  now  a  public  charge  with  all  the  property  she  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  member  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  dissipated  before  she  be¬ 
came  of  age.  She  was  for  a  while  in  the  Children's  Receiving  Home 
at  Guthrie,  Oklahoma,  and  is  now  in  the  County  detention  home  of  Mus¬ 
kogee  County,  being  supported  by  the  tax  payers,  and  the  Government 
has  been  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  girl  and  see  if  she  cannot  be  put 
in  a  school  somewhere  at  our  expense.  This  oase  is  one  where  the 
Indian  Department  officials  had  no  supervision  over  the  land  and  when 
the  matter  was  brought  to  notice,  it  was  presented  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Charities  and  Corrections,  a  full  investigation  made,  and  re¬ 
ported  in  the  monthly  bulletins  of  Mi3s  Kate  Barnard,  Commissioner 
of  Charities  and  Corrections,  in  which  the  statement  was  made  that 
there  were  thousands  of  similar  cases  where  the  entire  proceeds  of 
sale  had  been  literally  eaten  up  with  costs,  the  land  having  been 
regularly  sold  and  the  property  dissipated  by  the  guardian. 

THE  DOHERTY  CHILDREN . 

Walter  and  Mamie  Doherty,  mixed  blood  Cherokees.  They  have 
seven  allotments;  in  the  family  are  eight  minor  children.  Two 
are  "new  boras”,  and  their  land  cannot  be  disposed  of. 


In  1909  ths  father  of  these  children  was  appointed  guardian 
for  five  of  the  minor  children.  Immediately  thereafter  he  sold 
their  allotments  for  19700.00,  and  he  began  to  dissipate  the  funds, 
&ad,  in  1911  the  mother  of  these  ohildren  appealed  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  assistance.  3he  and  these  children  were  found  in  perfectly 
destitute  circumstances.  The  oldest  child  is  fifteen  years  of  age. 
The  father  had  brought  the  family  here  to  Muskogee  and  had  deserted 
them.  All  they  had  was  the  $15.00  per  capita  payment,  whioh  was 
immediately  advanced  to  them  by  the  Indian  Agent’s  office  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  groceries  and  other  necessities,  With  the 
assistance  of  Government  Attorney  Ward  the  case  was  transferred 
from  Craig  County  to  Muskogee  County,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
County  Judge  Thomas  W.  Leahy.  There  was  no  trouble  had  in  getting 
action  by  the  County  Court  in  thi3  case,  and  the  bondsman  has  had 
to  pay  baok  to  the  Court  over  $5000.00.  This  wa3  an  unrestricted 
oase,  but  through  the  charitable  organizations,  the  Government  and 
the  County  Court,  3ome  of  the  pro  erty  of  these  minors  was  recovered. 
This  is  a  case  of  a  quarter  blood  Cherokee  first  procuring  a  large 
sum  of  money  from  the  oil  property  of  his  minor  children,  whioh  was 
not  secured  through  his  efforts  but  because  they  were  Indians,  and 
after  dissipating  it,  abandoned  the  family.  But  for  the  efforts 
of  the  Government  officials  and  the  County  Courts  of  Craig  and 
Muskogee  Counties,  these  people  would  have  become  public  charges. 

THREE  MINORS. 

In  the  case  of.  three  minors  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Special 
Agent  L.  B.  Looke,  the  guardian  decided  to  sell  these  three  tracts, 


-12- 

and  asked  the  Court  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Appraisers.  This  was  done. 
They  hired  a  large  conveyance,  drove  to  a  creek  near  tne  allotment, 
spent  the  day  in  fishing  and  enjoying  themselves.  The  costs  of  this 
outing,  together  with  the  attorney  fees  and  bills  for  various  expen¬ 
ses,  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum.  The  land  was  sold  for  a  song  - 
far  below  its  actual  value  -  and  the  report  of  the  guardian  showed 
that  the  first  minor,  even  after  the  sale  of  his  property,  owed  $38.00, 
and  the  other  minor  owed  $70.00.  The  guardian,  therefore,  aake  the 
Court  to  permit  the  sale  of  the  third  and  last  allotment,  in  order 
that  this  indebtedness  might  be  wiped  out;  which  was  done. 

A  full  blood  Cherokee,  now  about  28  years  old,  was  allotted 
valuable  land  in  the  vioinicy  of  Bartlesville.  Jhe  had  no  rela¬ 
tives,  and  at  the  age  of  four  years  she  was  t.^ken  into  the  family 
of  a  white  mun,  but  not  formally  adopted,  when  tne  allotments  were 
made,  h©  was  appointed  her  guardian  When  she  became  of  age  he  was 
discharged.  During  his  guardianship  about  $4500.00  came  into  the 
guardian's  hands  as  guardian.  Upon  final  accounting  he  filed  re¬ 
ceipts  for  over  $2,000  as  having  been  paid  his  ward,  but  which, 
it  is  claimed  he  admitted,  never  were  paid  to  her. 

When  this  girl  became  of  age  a  new  oil  lease  was  made  with  her, 
for  which  a  bonus  of  $8000.00  was  paid,  wnich  money  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  guardian  and  which  it  is  alleged  he  likewise  admitted 
he  diverted  to  his  own  use.  It  is  also  claimed  that  approximately 
$2500.00  royalty  has  been  received  by  the  guardian  for  this  girl.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  guardian  has  admitted  that  he  owed  this  girl  ap¬ 
proximately  $20,000.00.  She  ward  lived  in  the  home  of  her  guardian 
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ostenaibly  as  e  servant.  She  is  of  weak  mind  and  really  an  in¬ 
competent.  In  September,  1910,  the  guardian  secured  a  divorce  from 
his  wife,  and  afterwards,  it  is  claimed,  continued  to  live  with 
his  ward. 

While  the  guardian  wa3  thought  in  the  sarly  days  to  have  been 
thoroughly  protecting  the  interests  of  his  ward,  of  late  years  it 
is  reported  that  he  became  a  habitual  drunkard  and  gambler,  and  dis¬ 
sipated  all  the  money  belonging  to  the  ward,  together  with  money  be¬ 
longing  to  his  own  children.  Every  possible  effort  was  made  to  try 
and  recover  the  money  belonging  to  the  ward.  The  only  property  left 
was  a  five  story  business  building  in  Bartlesville,  which  brought  an 
income  of  $600.00  a  month.  The  guardian  sold  it  for  something  like 
$15,000.  ana  it  is  understood  he  gambled  away  $5,000  of  this  amount 
the  first  night  after  the  sale.  Through  the  Government, Attorney 
Bynum  attempted  to  tie  up  the  cash  that  he  got  for  this  buiiging,  for 
the  girl,  but  the  injunction  was  dissolved  by  the  District  Court.  The 
amount  tied  up  in  the  injunction  was  something  like  $15,500.00.  The 
United  States  Attorney  has  the  matter  in  hand,  but  it  has  been  im¬ 
possible  so  far  to  secure  any  accounting.  The  attempt  was  also  made 
to  have  another  guardian  for  this  girl  appointed,  who  couid  properly 
institute  suit  for  the  recovery  of  this  money,  but  she,  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  moved  to  Arizona  or  California,  and  later  to  Shawnee,  Oklahoma, 
and  the  question  of  residence  was  brought  up,  and  that  petition  was 
denied.  The  question  has  not  yet  been  settled.  The  case  is  to  be 
taken  up  through  the  State  Department  of  Charities  and  Corrections 
on  tae  ground  that  she  is  an  incompetent. 
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THE  STORY  OF  LENA  COSAR. 

This  young  woman  is  a  full  blood  Greek  minor  and  lives  in  Creek 
County.  Her  former  guardian  was  J.  P.  Solis.  He  made  a  report  cover¬ 
ing  the  period  between  the  middle  of  1910  and  March  1912.  Upon  his 
death  Joe  Bruner  became  guardian.  This  report  showed  that  Solis,  as 
guardian,  purchased  $2, 650.00  worth  of  bank  stock  in  the  Oklahoma 
State  Bank  of  Sapulpa.  This  stock  was  sold  to  him  at  par.  After  the 
death  of  Solis  an  attempt  was  made  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  stock  in  the  above  named  bank.  But  the  guardian,  Mr.  Bruner, 
resisted  payment.  He  enquired  of  the  bank  examiner  of  the  condition 
of  the  Sapulpa  bank  end  it  was  reported  to  him  to  be  solvent,  and 
although  the  surplus  on  hand  showed  impossibility  of  declaring  any 
dividend,  however,  an  affidavit  by  an  officer  of  the  bank  set  forth 
that  a  ten  per  cent  dividend  vjould  be  declared.  The  court  was  ad¬ 
vised  by  the  guardian  that  it  would  have  to  assume  responsibility 
for  this  purchase,  ns  guardian  3runer  was  compelled  to  take  the 
stock,  the  stock  was  assessed  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar  and 
shortly  thereafter  the  bank  was  closed. 

WILLIAM  P.  MORTON ,  GUARDIAN. 

This  man  was  guardian  in  thirty-one  cases  involving  more  than 
fifty  minors.  In  all  but  one  case  Morton  as  guardian  had  been  deal¬ 
ing  with  Morton  Brothers  in  the  purchase  of  merchandise  for  his  wards. 
There  is  but  one  exception,  that  is  of  a  minor  eighteen  years  of  age 
who  was  away  at  school.  A  Government  officer  on  behalf  of  tneae  minors 
protested  against  suoh  practice  and  asked  to  fiie  exceptions  and  prooeed 
in  all  of  taese  cases.  I  am  informed  that  the  Judge  did  nothing. 
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THE  CASE  OP  J.  WOLF,  DECEASED: 

He  owned  180  acres  of  valuable  land.  Tnere  were  two  heirs, 
Lucy  Cooper  and  Ahsey  Brown.  This  land  was  sold  for  $1200.  and 
there  was  $800  due  eacn  heir.  The  Court  record  of  Tulsa  County 
shows  $300.  expense  which  it  was  claimed  is  the  indebtedness  of 
the  deceased.  There  was  also  a  charge  of  $50.  for  the  advance 
of  money  to  the  heirs.  Under  the  statute  one  cannot  charge  a 
full  blood  Indian's  estate  with  debts,  yet  the  ignorant  heirs 
allowed  this  to  be  settled  at  their  expense. 

Ahsey  Brown  said  that  she  had  been  carried  to  the  town  of 
Tulsa  under  representation  that  ner  brother’s  land  had  been  sold 
and  that  $170.  was  coming  to  her.  She  signed  papers  and  never 
knew  that  the  land  had  been  sold  for  $1200. 

CONTINUATION  OP  WILLIAM  P.  MOBTON,  GUARDIAN: 

He  had  a  ward  named  Sam  Bighead,  a  full  blood  Indian  boy 
five  years  of  age,  who  owned  580  acres  of  valuable  land,  much 
of  which  produced  oil.  80  acres  of  this  land  was  sold  for  the 
sum  of  $10,000.  cash.  Yet,  although  this  boy  owned  480  acres  of 
land  and  $10,000.  cash,  he  was  placed  in  the  Creek  Orphan  Asylum 
where  he  died  May  13,  1910.  The  boy,  although  entitled  to  proper 
care  and  treatment,  was  placed  with  the  children  of  paupers.  Why 
did  this  guardian  wish  to  have  on  hand  such  a  large  sum  of  cash? 
Since  the  ward  was  public  charge,  what  need  had  he  for  $10,000? 
One  may  theorize  that  it  was  because  he  wished  to  use  this  fund 


in  other  ways, 
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When  the  poor  boy  died,  there  was  left  of  his  $10,000.00, 
$2,984.30  in  cash  and  a  $5,000.00  loan  on  first  mortgage. 

Death  did  not  stay  the  actions  of  the  guardian,  he  became 
appointed  administrator.  As  administrator  he  accounted  for 
$11,424.30.  He  reDorted  that  $8,074.96  was  the  balance  on  hand 
of  the  estate.  Of  this  sum  $5,627.00  was  divided  into  four 
equal  carts  for  four  heirs.  However,  the  Government  Special 
Agent  Parrar,  contends  that  in  three  of  these  cases  attorney 
fees  of  25  per  cent  each  were  charged.  So  finally,  out  of  the  estate 
of  $11,424.00,  $4,409.85  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  heirs. 

Further  comment  on  this  case  is  not  necessary. 

Mattie  West  sold  80  acres  of  land  to  a  man  named  Cahill. 

The  Indian  claims  that  she  was  promised  $500.  but  received  $34. 

She  says  she  does  not  understand  the  transactions. 

CASE  OP  YARMA  HARJC: 

This  Indian  says  that  several  of  the  heirs  were  kept  going 
from  one  place  to  another  on  the  cars*  That  is,  in  charge  of  a 
white  man,  they  visited  various  towns  to  sell  their  land.  The 
price  was  to  be  $600.00,  but  the  attorneys  claimed  that  travel¬ 
ing  used  up  all  of  the  money  and,  therefore,  only  $75.  was 
coming  to  them  out  of  the  promised  $600. 

THE  CASE  OP  REUBEN  MCCLISH: 

This  Indian  lived  in  Chickasaw  Nation  and  had  a  guardian. 

The  child  had  been  left  $6,000  and  the  guardian  had  given  a  bond 
for  $3,000.  The  Government  agents  checked  up  the  accounts  and 
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found  the  guardian  was  short  in  the  sum  of  $4,400.  The  County 
authorities  did  not  seem  inclined  to  take  action,  so  the  bondsmen 
were  sued.  The  guardian’s  partner,  a  lawyer,  was  allowed  an 
attorney  fee  of  $500.  and  the  guardian  himself  was  allowed  $500. 

This  was  in  addition  to  the  shortage  of  $4,400.  The  child  was  not 
educated  by  the  guardian  and  is  now  being  cared  for  by  his  aunt, 
having  no  other  means  of  support. 

THE  PURCHASE  FAMILY: 

Of  this  family  of  9  persons,  8  of  them  died  of  tuberculosis 
in  one  year.  This  is  a  record  seldom  equalled  anywhere  in  the 
United  States.  Whether  these  Indians  were  properly  treated,  I  am 
unable  to  state.  They  rest  in  a  little,  primitive  cemetery  a  few 
miles  from  Stilwell,  Oklahoma.  The  inherited  land,  estate  of 
Henry  Purchase,  was  sold  for  $1200.  Eighty  acres  of  this  was 
bottom  land,  very  rich  and  worth  $70.  or  $30.  per  acre.  Edward 
Purchase,  a  minor,  and  the  surviving  heir,  was  taken  to  St.  Louis 
by  the  administrator  and  the  doctor  took  good  care  of  him  and  saw 
that  he  was  properly  treated.  They  charged  him  $700.  for  board 
bill  and  other  expenses.  The  doctor’s  expenses  were  also  paid 
out  of  the  entire  estate,  Edward  Purchase  informed  me,  having  re¬ 
ceived  $130.  He  protested  but  was  unable  to  recover  any  additional 
sum. 

After  hearing  the  statement  of  mdward,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  care  of  him  in  St.  Louis  was  not  dictated  by  motives  of  humanity, 
but  because  he  wished  to  keep  him  alive  until  he  could  sign  a  deed. 
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After  be  became  of  age,  be  was  taken  to  his  little  home  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  either  the  guardian  or  the  doctor,  or  others,  were 
concerned  in  his  welfare. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  extremes  to  which  these  grafters 
sometimes  resort,  my  attention  was  called  to  a  case  of  an  adult  who 
had  died  and  left  a  valuable  property.  In  order  to  get  large  allow¬ 
ances  from  the  estate,  padded  expense  accounts  were  put  in  for  the 
burial  robes,  metallic  casket,  etc.,  although  the  relatives,  who 
attended  the  burial,  stoutly  insisted  that  only  a  box,  and  the 
cheapest  clothes  were  used.  In  this  instance,  the  grafters  knowing 
that  an  investigation  was  to  be  made,  exnumed  the  body  and  placed 
same  in  a  metallic  casket,  and  carried  off  and  destroyed  the  pine 
box  in  which  the  burial  had  originally  been  made. 

THS  CASfc  OF  H&NRY  PRITCHARD. 

This  Indian  died  and  was  buried  in  an  ordinary  180  coffin,  and 
in  very  plain  clothes.  $150.  was  charged  by  the  administrator  for 
a  metallic  coffin  and  $85.  for  a  suit  of  clothes,  whereas  the  total 
expense  of  interment  was  not  beyond  $40. 

The  administrator  sold  160  acres  of  land  for  $300.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  appraisers  of  the  land  were  drunk  when  they  went  out  to  make 
tne  appraisement.  Tom  Roacn,  chief  of  police,  protested  and  the  matter 
is  now  under  investigation.  Put  for  the  protest  of  Roach,  practically 
all  of  the  $300  would  have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  administrator. 

FINDINGS. 

These  have  been  somewnat  covered  in  previous  remarks.  It  is  only 
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necessary  to  say  that  the  thousands  of  cases  in  which  guardians  have 
been  unfaithful  to  the  trust,  the  laxity  of  the  Courts  coupled  with 
the  high  value  of  the  oil  and  mineral  tracts,  and  the  worth  of  the 
farm  land  -  all  these  things  conspire  together  to  work  injury  to  the 
Indian  minor.  When  minors'  affairs  were  managed  by  the  Interior 
Department,  they  were  in  far  more  satisfactory  condition  than  at  the 
present.  Probably  we  cannot  recover  what  was  lost,  but  we  should 
certainly  conserve  what  remains.  Mr*  Mott  states  between  40  and  50 
per  cent  of  the  lands  of  the  full  bloods  and  restricted  Indians 
remain  intact.  Not  one  foot  of  these  should  be  permitted  to  Dass 
from  their  ownership,  save  with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior. 

C.  THE  CABS  OP  INDIGENT  INDIANS. 

Many  of  the  restricted  Indians  as  well  as  the  mixed  bloods  and 
freedmen  are  today  penniless.  Jost  why  the  restricted  Indians  should 
have  lost  so  much  of  their  prooerty,  since  they  are  supposed  to  be 
fully  Drotected,  passes  my  comprehension,  but  such  is  the  case.  When 
they  sign  leases  for  a  length  of  time,  although  they  do  not  lose  the 
prooerty  in  the  sense  that  it  is  sold,  it  oasses  from  their  possession 
into  the  hands  of  the  renter  and  is,  to  all  intent,  the  same  as  if 
they  had  sold  it.  The  result  is  that  when  the  Indians  have  spent  the 
money,  or  the  money  received  from  the  sale  of  inherited  lands,  they 
are  reduced  to  penury. 

Many  old  and  destitute  Indians  were  observed  by  me  in  my  travels, 
particularly  in  the  districts  lying  about  the  towns  of  Wewoka,  Hanna, 
Sylvian,  Bristow,  fcufaula,  Beggs,  etc.  Mr.  Allen  observed  the  same 
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thing  among  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws.  The  Cherokees  do  not  suffer 
so  much  although  there  is  considerable  suffering  among  them,  but  the 
Creeks  and  many  of  the  Choctaws  are  in  bad  shape. 

Their  cabins  are  for  the  most  Dart  small,  scantly  furnished  and 
net  tc  be  compared  with  the  log  cabins  inhabited  by  these  people  in 
the  period  of  their  prosperity  between  1850  and  1895.  I  hand  you 
under  separate  cover  a  number  of  photographs  mounted  and  recorded  to 
illustrated  this  point. 

These  Indians  become  indigent  not  only  because  of  the  loss  of 
their  lands,  but  through  changed  conditions,  for  which  we,  and  not 
they,  are  responsible.  I  would  particularly  call  the  Board's 
attention  to  this:- 

In  the  old  days  all  of  these  Indians  owned  cattle  and  hogs  and 
ponies.  There  were  few  if  any  fences  in  Indian  Territory,  the  hogs 
waxed  fat  on  acorns,  roots  and  other  food  and  required  no  attention. 
The  cattle  grazed  in  the  valleys.  The  Indians  possessed  an  abundance 
of  meat.  Now  that  the  wnole  region  is  fenced  and  the  State  of 
Oklahoma  has  passed  and  placed  on  its  statute  books  stringent  laws 
against  trespass,  it  is  impossible  for  these  Indians  to  raise  hogs 
and  cattle  as  formerly.  All  such  property  is  taxed,  so  I  am  told. 

If  you  will  refer  to  a  separate  paper  which  I  have  entered  as 
appendix  A  to  this  report  entitled  “The  Sale  of  Adult  Indian  Lands” 
you  will  find  therein  a  letter  from  a  citizen  (prominent  attorney  of 
Oklahoma)  regarding  the  taxes  of  this  property.  His  name  is  withheld 
in  my  article,  but  as  you  may  desire  to  know,  it  is  P.  H.  Beed,  Esq., 
Wewoka,  Oklahoma. 
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Many  Indians  become  indigent  because  of  inability  to  pay  taxes, 
as  indicated  by  Mr.  Feed  in  his  open  letter. 

Another  contributary  cause  to  poverty  is  the  inability  of  the 
older  Indians  to  keep  sucn  monies  as  are  paid  to  them.  I  mean  by  this, 
that  while  the  women  are  entirely  competent  to  handle  small  sums  such 
as  <£25.  or  $50.  and  more  so  than  the  men,  yet  the  payment  of  hundreds 
of  dollars,  and  in  some  cases  thousands  of  dollars,  is  a  curse  instead 
of  a  Dressing.  The  grafters  nave  a  system  of  espionage  and  seem  to 
ascertain  whenever  a  check  is  cashed  or  payment  made  by  Agent  Kelsey 
or  by  land  buyers.  They  wheedle  tms  money  out  of  the  Indians  on  one 
pretext  or  another. 

Miss  Barnard,  in  charge  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  is  un¬ 
able  to  cope  with  the  situation  and  frankly  admits  so.  The  citizens 
in  the  various  towns  admit  that  they  have  no  funds  to  care  for  these 
people,  Mr.  Prank  Adair,  ex-sheriff  of  Adair  County,  states  that 
within  a  year  or  two  most  of  these  indigents  must  either  steal  or 
starve,  that  their  condition  is  far  worse  today  than  it  was  thirty 
years  ago.  And  I  might  quote  other  authorities. 

FINDINGS. 

The  above  brings  us  face  to  face  with  stern  reality.  Since  we 
have  alloted  these  Indians  and  have  failed  to  afford  them  the  same 
protection  we  afford  the  white  citizens  eitner  in  Oklahoma  or  elsewhere, 
we  are  responsible  for  their  present  condition.  Instead  of  permitting 
affairs  to  drift,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  we  take  over  imme¬ 
diately  large  tracts  of  land  controlled  by  Commissioner  Wright  of  the 


-22- 

Five  Civilized  Tribes.  That  such  of  these  lands  as  are  of  value 
for  farming  purposes  be  set  aside  in  40  acre  tracts.  That  the  indi¬ 
gent  Indian  be  placed  on  said  tracts.  That  the  tracts  be  held  in 
trust  and  that  the  farming  implements,  wagons,  horses,  household  goods 
and  cabins  purchased  or  erected  on  such  tracts  be  held  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States  Government.  Thus  the  petty  grafters  will  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  buying,  or  persuading  the  Indians  to  mortgage  their  chat¬ 
tels.  It  seems  foolish  to  me  for  Commissioner  Wright  to  sell  these 
great  tracts  owned  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  when  we  have  thousands 
of  Indians  in  Oklahoma  who  are  homeless  and  almost  paupers.  I  strongly 
urge  that  you  consider  this  recommendation. 

The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  would  have  to  be  paid,  of  course, 
but  there  is  plenty  of  money  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  some  equitable  arrangement  could  be  put  into 
effect. 

D.  THE  WORK  OP  THE  SPECIAL  AGENTS. 

In  view  of  the  criticism  made  in  Congress  on  the  Special  Agents, 
notably  by  the  Delegation  from  Oklahoma,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure 
to  commend  their  work.  These  men  have  labored  under  adverse  condi¬ 
tions.  They  have  been  criticised,  they  have  been  in  the  field  while 
others  sat  at  desks.  They  come  in  touch  with  the  Indians  and  stand 
between  the  Indian  and  the  grafter.  I  consider  them  of  primary  im¬ 
portance  in  the  Service  in  Oklahoma.  While  the  Bureau  conducted  by 
Mr.  Wright  is  of  great  importance,  what  is  more  vital  (and  this  is 
said  in  no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Wright)  is  tnat  we  should  have  strong. 


courageous,  properly  equipped  end  supported  men  in  the  field  who  will 
represent  the  Indians  before  the  Probate  Courts,  before  guardians; 
men  who  will  see  that  tne  Indian  is  protected  in  his  leasing  of  land, 
hia  buying  and  sailing,  etc. 

I  met  numbers  of  t  e  e  Agents  and  wish  to  commend  them  ail  In 
30ma  minor  details,  a  fe~  of  the  men  might  need  correction.  But  the 
subject  is  ao  big,  that  we  should  waive  any  lapses  in  the  lesser  tilings. 
A  little  more  ginger  or  bocKbone  on  the  part  of  three  or  four  of  tnesa 
men  is  desirable  But  as  a  whole  they  are  doing  e.  noble  work.  Be¬ 
cause  taey  have  to  stand  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  they  have  been  the 
object  of  bitter  attaoka  on  the  part  of  the  newspapers  and  others, 
all  of  which  is  inspired  by  the  grafters.  In  ray  recommendations, 
in  the  beginning  of  this  article,  I  stated  that  taese  men  need  two 
clerks  each  in  order  that  they  might  take  the  field.  This  is  very 
important.  Special  Agents  should  be  traveling  from  cabin  to  cabin 

as  we  did.  If  they  remain  in  their  offices,  they  receive  the  usual 

number  oi  half  educated  end  mixed  blood  Indiana,  most  of  whom  are 
unrestricted  and  should  be  abundantly  able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
They  do  not  see  as  often  as  is  desirable  the  indigent  people,  the  full 
bloods,  ignorant  Indians.  Therefore,  I  would  recommend  that  they  be 
made  first  and  foremost,  field  men. 

The  powers  of  these  Special  Agents  should  be  extended.  They 
should  be  given  more  discretion.  They  should  have  at  their  disposal 
a  fund  to  alleviate  distress.  I  found  aome  cases  of  suffering  and 
ascertained  that  no  money  had  been  given  these  Indians  for  the  reason 
that  Superintendent  Kelsey  bad  none  at  his  disposal. 


The  Special  Agents  have  built  houses  for  the  Indians  in  numerous 
instances  and  hvo  virtually  set  the  Indian  up  in  farming.  All  of 
this  is  most  commendable,  but  the  property  should  all  be  held  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  Government  as  indicated  previously.* 

When  the  Special  Agents  recommend  that  certain  thinga  should  be 
done,  Mr.  Kelsey  should  Issue  orders  to  that  effect  immediately.  This 
particularly  applies  to  sale  of  lands  and  leases.  The  referring  of 
all  these  matters  to  Washington  causes  months  of  delay  in  the  Indian 
Office  -  where  work  does  not  seem  to  be  rapidly  done  in  spite  of  the 
large  force  of  clerks  at  the  beck  and  call  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affaire,  Mr.  Kelsey  should  approve  leases  and  sales.  Under 
the  present  system  of  referring  such  matters  to  Vashington,  sales  go 
by  default  or  cdvantsgeoue  leases  are  often  delayed.  Leases,  etc. 
ara  passed  on  by  clerks  in  Washington  who  do  not  know  local  conditions. 
The  buyers  become  disgruntled  and  we  thus  furnish  a  club  to  the  Olclar- 
hontft  delegation  in  Congress.  If  both  Mr.  Kelsey's  end  the  Special 
Agents'  discretion  and  powers  were  extended  and  :ortc  of  this  nature 
done  in  Oklahoma,  much  criticism  would  be  avoided,  and  the  Indians 
benefited. 


E.  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  INDIANS. 

There  is  considerable  sickness  among  the  five  Civilized  Tribes, 
particularly  in  out  oi  the  way  places.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  what 


See  Superintendent  Kelsey's  recommendation  of  December  i0,  1^12, 
with  reference  to  the  purchase  of  persons!  property  from  funds  in  the 
control  of  the  Government,  to  take  the  title  in  the  nsme  of  the 
United  States,  to  prevent  them  from  mortgaging  -nd  disposing  of  it 
for  nothing. 


h&8  been  done  by  the  medical  brsnoh  of  tho  Indian  Service  toward 
alleviating  distress  I  found  a  number  of  siok  Indians,  but  heard 
of  more.  Agent  Kelsey  informed  me  that  there  was  a  doctor  on  duty 
in  Oklahoma  who  has  been  traveling  from  place  to  place  preparing 
tables  as  to  the  exact  percentage  of  trachoma,  tuberculosis,  etc. 

There  i3  entirely  too  much  statistical  work  in  the  Indian  Office. 

This  should  properly  come  under  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  it 
is  more  technical  and  scientific,  and  lees  humanitarian.  It  does  not 
matter  whether  trachoma  is  3?,. 6  per  cent  in  one  place  and  19  per  cent 
in  another.  The  essential  thing  is  that  trachoma  exists  and  that  it 
should  be  treated  immediately.  The  doctor,  instead  of  compiling 
statistics,  should  have  at  his  disposal  a  number  of  subordinates,  med¬ 
ical  men,  and  they  should  travel  from  place  to  place  carrying  with 
them  medical  outfits  and  treating  the  Indians  throughout  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  vastly  more  important  than 
statistical  work.  The  same  criticism  applied  to  White  Earth,  where 
the  Indian  Office  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  ascertaining  the  exact 
percentage  of  disease.  In  the  meantime  many  Indiana  died. 

i  would  strongly  urge  that  3ince  trachoma  and  tuberoulosis  are 
prevalent,  ttir<t  we  treat  these  diseases  instantly  and  defer  our  work 
us  to  the  number  of  cases,  percentages,  etc.  What  the  Indiana  in 
Oklahoma  need  is  immediate  medical  attention  and  medicai  supervision, 
covering  a  period  of  some  time. 

Tho  Special  Agents  should  bo  encouraged  to  act  independently  of 
specific  orders  in  case  of  sickness  or  distress.  They  should  be  given 
authority  to,  on  their  own  initiative,  employ  local  doctors  in  extreme 
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oases.  It  is  no  snore  than  human  that  such  a  ruling,  or  authority, 
be  granted. 

Speaking  of  sickness  and  distress,  it  is  well  to  remark  tnat 
when  Indians  are  near  death,  there  are  always  numbers  of  white  men, 
or  educated  mixed  bloods,  who  wish  to  be  appointed  administrators  or 
guardians.  Frequently  telegrams  and  telephone  me a  ages  are  sent  to 
the  heirs  even  before  the  patient  is  dead,  begging  that  such  and 
such  a  person  be  appointed  in  charge  of  the  estate,  Many  of  these 
Indians  die  with  little  or  no  medical  attention.  The  Special  Agent 
should  see  that  a  physician  is  present  ana  also  tnat  no  appointment 
of  administrator  of  the  estate  or  guardian  for  the  minors,  should  be 
made  until  he  is  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  estates  will  be 
properly  administered. 

Many  of  the  huts  inhabited  by  the  Indians  are  unsanitary  and 
in  a  dilapidated  condition.  These  breed  disease,  and  much  of  the 
sickness  is  attributable  to  the  unsanitary  manner  in  which  the  Indians 
live.  The  3peciftl  Agents  should  use  every  effort  to  remedy  such 
conditions. 


F.  THE  EDUCATION  OF  FULL  BLOOD  INDIAN  CHILDREN. 

In  traveling  through  the  Cherokee,  Greek  and  Seminole  countries 
and  Luring  Mr.  Aa lea's  observations  among  tue  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws, 
we  were  impressed  with  the  large  number  of  cuiidren  in  remote  dis¬ 
tricts  who  are  unable  to  go  to  school.  As  to  the  number  of  tneae 
children  I  am  unable  to  state,  but  there  must  be  saveraj.  thousand  of 
them  who,  for  various  reasons,  are  not  being  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Oklahoma.  This  is  because  there  are  no  schools  near  at  hand;  or 
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that  the  Indiana  are  poor  and  do  not  own  teams  end  cannot  drive  the 
distance  of  four  to  eight  miles  in  order  to  plaoe  their  children  in 
school. 

Some  of  these  little  folks  have  been  walking  as  far  as  two  or 
three  miles.  They  have  no  bridges  in  the  country  (that  i3  -  in  the 
remote  districts  whore  tne  full  bloods  live),  and  in  case  of  stormy 
weather,  it  is  impossible  for  tne  -e  Indians  to  attend  school  regulerly. 

A  offer  as  a  solution  that  we  go  back  to  the  Indian  policy  of 
thirty  years  ago.  Before  statehood  these  Indians  maintained  fairly 
creditable  schools  of  their  own,  and  they  allowed  for  the  board  of 
certain  children  out  of  a  general  fund.  Children  who  lived  several 
miles  from  the  school  were  boarded  in  the  homes  of  other  Indians 
living  from  a  half  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  school.  Thus, 
they  were  able  to  attend  regularly;  Saturdays  and  Sundays  they 
spent  in  their  homes. 

If  the  Government  would  adopt  thi3  policy,  it  would  be  unneces¬ 
sary  to  build  more  and  expensive  school  houses  or  hire  additional 
teachers.  It  is  the  only  sensible  and  feasible  solution  of  the  prob¬ 
lem.  It  i3  impossible  to  transport  these  children  to  the  Oklahoma 
state  schools  in  moat  Instances.  It  is  unwise  to  take  them  away  from 
their  parents  and  send  them  to  distant  boarding  schools. 

The  above  plan  is  entirely  feasible,  and  all  it  requires  is  a 
reasonable  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

I  include  in  my  appendix,  B,  school  suggestions  submitted  by 
Superintendent  Dana  H,  Kelsey.  These  he  has  previously  put  into 
form  of  a  report  to  Ex-Secretary  Walter  L.  Fisher.  Under  present  con¬ 
ditions  it  i3  almost  impossible  for  these  children  to  attend  school. 
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G.  THE  PROTECTION  OF  TIMBER  BELONGING  TO  THE  CHOCTAW  NATION. 

This  is  a  very  important  subject.  Commissioner  J.  George  Wright 
of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  has  given  the  subject  much  thought.  I 
am  agreeing  with  him  as  to  the  value  end  importance  of  this  tract 
but  do  not  egree  vith  him  that  the  farming  land  should  De  sold.  We 
nee  '  that  as  farms  for  such  of  the  Indians  as  are  paupers,  or  will 
aoon  become  paupers.  Commissioner  Wright,  under  date  of  April  9,1813, 
in  a  long  letter  to  me,  covered  the  subject  somewhat  exhaustively. 

As  the  country  is  rough  and  mountainous,  the  pine  timber  is  scattered 
and  not  as  valuable  ae  the  pine  timber  on  other  reservations  nearer 
railroads.  Tet  it  is  valuable  and  should  be  protected  against  fire 
end  theft.  This  timber  should  be  3old  on  the  be3t  terms  obtainable, 
or  it  should  be  preserved  as  a  National  forest  reservation.  I  ^uote 
the  following  paragraphs  from  the  report  made  to  me  by  Commissioner 
Wright,  cited  above. 

HIn  1010,  after  a  conference  with  President  Taft,  Secretary 
Ballinger  directed  that  the  timber  on  these  unallotted  lands  be  re¬ 
appraised  and  preparations  made  for  sale  of  both  lands  and  timber. 

An  appropriation  of  $30,000.00  was  authorized  by  Congress,  reimbursa¬ 
ble  from  Cnocte.w  tribal  funds,  to  mn ice  such  appraisement,  end  all 
so  used.  Conferences  were. had  with  the  Secretary,  Coramiovioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  General  Lend  Office,  relative  to  securing  the 
services  of  the  best  available  timber  appraisers,  and  eventually  Mr. 
William  M.  O'Neil,  Superintendent  of  Logging  on  the  ceded  Chippewa 
Indian  lands  In  Minnesota,  was  detailed  by  the  General  Lund  Office 
to  vi3it  Muscogee  for  s.  conference  and  investigation  of  the  timber 
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and  lands,  and  directed  to  bring  a  suitable  man  for  the  position  of 
Chief  Timber  Estimator. 

"Mr.  O'Neil  viaitod  Muskogee  in  October,  1910,  accompanied  by 
Fred  v! .  Rayburn,  who  was  detailed  from  Government  .ervice  in  Minne¬ 
sota  and  considered  the  be at  qualified  timber  eatinmtor,  end  who 
subsequently  was  appointed  Chief  Timber  Retime  tx>r . 

wfiSr.  O’Neil,  accompanied  by  Mr  Rayburn  and.  a  representative 
from  this  office,  spent  about  a  week  inspecting  the  lands  and  timber 
end  subsequently  submitted  r,  report  of  his  observations,  wherein  he 
stated  in  conclusion  as  follows: 

"The  reservation,  taken  as  s  whole,  i3  of  more  value  for  its 
timber  than  its  agricultural  lends,  although  tnere  is  a  considerable 
quantity,  amounting  to  ceveral  hundred  thousand  acres,  of  good 
farming  lend.  (See  note  at  end  of  letter)  As  a  lumber  proposition 
there  are  geographic  and  oth  r  r  ".sons ,  why  it  is  not  a  poor  man’s 
proposition,  and  if  the  timber  lands  .ere  offered  for  sele  in  small 
-u. *-.nti ties  of  from  ISO  to  640  acres,  no  men  being  allowed  to  purchase 
more,  only  tne  best  tracts  would  be  sold  and  as  there  are  no  rail¬ 
roads  in  there  at  present,  end  unlo  s  capital  were  induced  to  come 
in  for  one  purpose  of  getting  this  timber,  there  will  be  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  sell  the  timber  if  it  is  purchased,  it  i  .  more  Lh&n  probable 
that  the  best  and  most  valuable  of  he  timber  wouxd  be  out  and  hauled 
in  some  way  by  term  to  market,  and  the  balance  allowed  to  go  to 
waste  I  would  strongly  advise  that  at  least  tne  mountainous  and 
heavily  timbered  portions  of  the  reservation,  bo  segregated  into 
groups,  these  groups  to  be  composed  of  timber  tributary  to  tne 
valleys,  through  which  logging  roads  could  bo  built,  and  these 
groups,  regardless  of  how  much  acreage  they  migh.  contain,  sold  to 
tne  highest  bidder;  and  all  the  timber  upon  tne  reservation  sold  to 
any  bidder  or  corporation  who  would  pay  tne  most  ;or  it.  By  this 
means  capital  might  be  attracted  into  opening  up  the  reservation 
by  building  a  railroad  across  it  to  reach  tne  timber  purchased  by 
them,  living  the  owners  of  timber  on  other  is.nds  a  chance  to  aiapose 
of  their  holdings,  am  the  purchasers  of  agricultural  lands  a  market 
for  their  produce  In  doing  this  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to 
count  as  timber  lands  only  those  that  had  no  agricultural  value  what¬ 
ever,  a j  on.  the  foothills  of  the  mountains,  and  tne  table- land* 
above  the  valleys  of  the  streams,  the  best  grade  of  timber  grows, 
and  large  purchasers  ere  not  going  to  come  in  there  and  bid  only 
upon  the  inferior  timber. 

"If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  government  to  dispose  of  these 
lands  in  the  near  future,  so  as  to  cut  uown  the  expense  of  supervision 
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thereof,  discharging  the  officers  of  the  Department  and  leaving 
the  Indians  to  take  care  of  themselves,  it  certainly  would  be  wise 
to  put  tnis  timber  'nd  lands  upon  the  market  in  as  large  quantities 
as  possible,  otherwise  a  great  many  of  the  mountain  tops  and  rough 
valleys  will  still  be  owned  by  the  Indians  for  all  time. 

"I  wish  to  return  ray  thanks  for  the  courteous  treatment  ex¬ 
tended  to  me  by  you  and  your  force,  and  for  the  facilities  given  me 
to  make  the  investigation;  and  especially  to  your  Superintendent 
E.  L,  Johnson,  who  had  a  better  knowledge  of  the  lands  and  timber 
resources  than  anyone  with  whom  I  came  in  contact. 

Signed:  *J.  at.  O'Neil, 

Superintendent  of  Logging. 

"Note:  (The  great  part  of  lands  suitable  for  farming  along  the 

roods  traveled  by  O'Neil  hi  been  allotted  to  Indians,  of  wnioh  he 

had  no  Knowledge.  J.  G.  W.) 

"Thereafter  Sir.  Rayburn,  •  ith  about  SO  timber  estimators,  mostly 
from  Minnesota.,  all  of  n  l  .3  own  selection,  1  ad  each  of  .mom  also 
furnished  undisputed  evidence  of  their  qualifications,  re-estimated 
the  cimbor  on  nil  of  tne  a  unallotted  lands.  The  work  oegnn  in 
November,  19 10,  end  completed  June  30,  1911.  The  total  area  examined 
was  1.,? 73,41. '1  ’ores,  the  total  amount  of  pine  found  1,043,393,000 
feet  and  of  hardwood  141, ”39, 000  feet,  being  approximately  1,000 
feat  of  (yellow)  pine  per  •■ore. 

"A  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Rayburn,  dated  July  '7 ,  .19 if, 

3hows  tie  chare.© ter  of  the  l  end  end  manner  of  performing  tne  worx. 
Detailed  reports  of  each  estimator,  or  examiner,  covering  each  40 
ores  examined,  giving  the  number  of  feet,  character  of  land,  etc., 
and  approved  by  the  Chief  Estimator,  '.re  on  file. 

"There  is  also  aerewith  copy  of  s  letter  from  f/ir-  Rayburn, 
dated  July  77,  1.911,  recommending  the  manner  of  disposition  of  3uch 
lands  and  timber,  end  that  a  minimum  price  be  fixed  on  r  bapis  of 
$5U00  .  er  thousand  feet  B.  M.  for  the  pine,  $1.00  per  thousand  feet 
B.  A.  for  the  hardwood  and  $1.00  an  ;cre  for  the  land,  and  that  no 
limitation  be  put  upon  the  number  of  tracts  or  v.cx'es  to  be  purchased, 
or  the  amount  of  timber  on  land  by  any  one  person  or  group  of  persons. 
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"The  entire  area  was,  therefore,  divided  into  groups  or  tracts 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Rayburn,  such  tracts  varying  in  area  from 
15,000  to  124,000  acres  each,  as  indicated  on  the  map.  Said  map  was 
submitted  to  the  Department  with  a  draft  of  regulations  and  thereafter 
on  January  11,  191?.,  regulations  were  promulgated  and  approved,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  offering  and  advertising  of  such  lands  and  timber  for  sale 
by  sealed  bids  to  be  opened  at  Muscogee  May  1,  1912,  and  submitted  to 
the  Department  for  consideration." 

I  omit  portions  of  Commissioner  Wright* 3  report.  It  seems  to  me 
that  of  those  thousands  upon  thousands  of  acres  of  fairly  good  land 
some  should  be  set  aside  as  indicated  in  my  recommendations  under 
C  "THE  CARE  OF  INDIGENT  INDIANS." 

If  the  timber  could  be  properly  guarded,  as  pine  timber  values 
are  constantly  increasing,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Indians  themselves 
could  cut  much  of  this  timber  and  haul  it  out  where  it  could  be  mar¬ 
keted,  thus  receiving  direct  benefit  in  cash  payment.  But  not  being 
well  posted  in  timber  matters,  I  would  not  urge  this  as  against  Mr. 
Wright.  1  would  however  urge  that  in  not  only  the  Choctaw  Nation  but 
in  all  other  portions  of  Oklahoma  any  and  all  lands  suitable  for  agri¬ 
cultural  purposes  be  set  aside,  by  any  possibility  whatsoever,  in  order 
that  forty  acre  traot  farms  may  be  assured  to  these  Indiana,  and  that  a 
restriction  of  at  least  twenty-five  years  be  placed  upon  each  homestead 
tract. 

H.  CONGRESS  AND  THE  OKLAHOMA  INDIANS. 

I  am  quite  aware  that  this  is  the  most  delicate  of  ail  the 
Oklahoma  subjects  under  consideration.  It  i3  fraught  with  certain 
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dangers.  Not  being  an  employee  of  the  Indian  Office,  I  oan  apealc 
more  frankly  than  would  be  possible  otherwise. 

The  Oklahoma  Delegation  seems  to  have  influenced  Oongreas  to 
a  certain  extent  The  members  have  taken  the  position  that  the 
Indians  should  care  for  t  em selves,  and.  the  Government  should  with¬ 
draw  all  suprvision  This  would  apply  to  certain  persons  who 
have  little  or  no  Indian  blood  in  their  veins  such  as  Senator  Owen 
end  Congressman  Carter,  or  to  Mr.  Joe  Brunner  of  Sapulpa,  and 
other  eminent  and  educated  Indians.  I  mention  tneae  because  these 
are  the  type  of  men  who  are  held  up  by  tho  e  who  believe  in  remov¬ 
ing  all  restriction*  Because  these  and  a  few  hundred  others  are 
abundantly  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  it  doe;  not  follow  that 
the  tens  of  thousands  of  other  Indians  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
can  manage  their  own  property.  And  the  facts  indicated  that  the 
vast  majority  of  the  Indiana  are  totally  incompetent  to  either 
manage  their  own  affairs,  and  also  are  impotent  when  pitted  against 
the  scheming  and  shrewd  whites. 

When  Congress  began  to  remove  restrictions,  the  Indians  suf¬ 
fered.  When  Oklahoma  became  a  state,  certain  promises  were  made 
these  Indians  which  have  not  been  kept.  A  searoh  of  the  records 
will  furnish  abundant  evidence  and  all  the  data  desired,  fthen  the 
Indian.3  were  allotted  and  placed  on  their  allotments,  they  were  told 
they  would  be  treated  exactly  as  ere  white  citizens  by  the  State  of 
Oklahoma.  They  have  not  been  so  treated,  save  in  a  minority  of 
instances.  Congress,  I  am  persuaded,  would  do  the  right  and 
prorer  thing  by  the  Oklahoma  Indians  if  Congress  knew  the  truth. 
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If  Congressmen  could  visit  the  small  towns  and  out  of  the  way  places 
throughout  that  great  State,  Congress  would  not  hesitate  in  absolutely 
declining  to  remove  any  more  restrictions.  I  think  that  Congress 
would  go  a  steo  further,  and  would  pass  such  legislation  as  would 
absolutely  protect  for  the  next  twenty-five  years  all  remaining 
lands  and  properties  belonging  to  either  individuals,  or  to  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  that.  Congress  should  know  the  details 
of  the  Probate  Court  matters,  the  guardianship  cases,  the  timber 
situation,  the  increase  of  pauperism  and  disease,  and  if  such  knowl¬ 
edge  can  be  brought  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
the  attention  of  Congress,  I  feel  confident  that  remedial  legisla¬ 
tion  will  follow. 

Congress  having  removed  restrictions  and  the  State  of  Oklahoma 
taken  over  the  management  of  affairs  of  these  Indians  (save  a  few 
controlled  through  !/r.  Kelsey's  office),  both  Congress  and  the  State 
of  Oklahoma  are  responsible  for  the  present  deplorable  situation  of 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes.  If  things  are  permitted  to  drift  as  at 
present,  within  a  short  period  of  time  the  bulk  of  the  Indians  of 
Oklahoma  will  be  paupers,  and  the  very  Congressmen  who  have  clamored 
for  non-interference  to  the  internal  affairs  of  the  State,  will  be 
the  first  to  appeal  to  the  National  Government,  and  to  our  taxpayers 
to  support  the  paupers  produced  through  the  removal  of  restrictions. 

Restrictions  on  the  freedmen,  cr  negroes,  were  early  removed 
under  tne  supposition  that  they  having  been  slaves  and  accustomed 
to  work,  knew  now  to  take  of  themselves.  Out  of  every  eight 
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freedmen  hemes,  seven  have  been  lost  and  but  one  remains  in  the  possession 
of  the  family  of  the  original  owners.  Inis  percentage  nas  been  care¬ 
fully  worked  out  by  Attorney  Grant  Foreman,  who  has  given  the  subject 
much  tnought,  Many  of  these  negroes,  if  not  public  charges  now,  will 
soon  become  so. 

Of  the  inherited  lands,  the  mixed  blood  lands,  and  all  the  unre¬ 
stricted  peoples  lands,  control  has  already  passed  to  the  white  people. 

It  -ratters  little  wnether  the  Indian  wishes  to  retain  his  property  or 
not,  he  is  unable  to  do  so. 

Aside  from  Indian  troubles,  the  general  situation  in  the  State  is 
not  satisfactory.  The  rapid  sale  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
under  all  sorts  of  circumstances  has  brought  about  an  unnatural  state 
of  affairs.  Comparison  with  other  states  will  prove  this.  Congress 
should  realize  that  while  certain  of  the  cities  in  Oklahoma  are  pros¬ 
perous,  country  districts  are  net.  There  is  too  large  a  percentage 
of  undesirable  citizens  in  the  State  outside  of  the  cities  and  larger 
towns,  and  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  first  class  farmers  to  locate 
on  tracts  of  land,  for  this  reason.  Many  of  their  neighbors  are 
not  such  persons  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to  associating  with  at 
home.  Taxes  are  nigh,  for  the  reason  that  the  cities  have  expanded 
beyond  normal  growth,  have  erected  too  many  large  buildings,  paved 
miles  of  streets  in  an  expensive  manner,  built  school  houses  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  the  needs  of  the  community,  etc.  While  the  sale  of  Indian 
lands  wa3  at  its  height,  there  was  sufficient  money  for  all  these 
purposes.  Now  that  most  of  the  lands  are  gone,  a  reaction  has  set 
in.  I  learn  that  in  Senulpa  the  property  has  depreciated  about 
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sixty  per  cent.  I  am  informed  that  the  school  terms  have  been  short¬ 
ened  and  teachers'  salaries  reduced.  The  majority  of  the  farms  are 
not  properly  handled,  and  there  is  not  that  intelligent  soil  cultiva¬ 
tion  that  one  observes  in  other  communities.  Travel  throughout  the 
state  impresses  one  with  the  fact  that  the  grout!)  has  been  of  mush¬ 
room  character,  and  not  substantial.  One  observes  in  the  country 
numerous  notices  offering  rewards  for  the  return  of  stolen  horses, 
and  signed  by  members  of  tne  Anti  Horse  Thief  Association! 

If  times  continue  in  Oklahoma  as  they  are  at  present,  it  will 
be  all  the  more  difficult  for  the  Indians  to  properly  support  them¬ 
selves.  It  is  therefore  incumbent  upon  Congress  to  pass  such  or 
similar  legislation,  as  Mr.  Mott  has  indicated  in  tnat  draft  of  a 
bill  which  he  sent  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  some 
time  ago. 

Further:  the  su«esbions  made  by  those  best  qualified  to  pass 
on  the  situation  should  be  enacted  Into  legislation  immediately. 
Repeated,  these  are:- 

A.  Property  held  inf  tne  name  of  the  Unitea  States. 

p.  Homesteads  set  aside  and  protected  for  twenty-five  years. 

C.  Increase  of  Special  Agent  force. 

D.  Some  division  of  oil  royalties  whereby  many  rather  than  few 
Indians  participate. 

hi.  A  different  arrangement  of  guardianship  matters. 

P.  More  autnority  granted  Superintendent  Kelsey  and  more  funds 
at  his  disposal. 

G.  Pull  protection  of  full  blood  and  minor  Indians. 


A  final  word  as  to  tne  feelings  of  the  Indians  themselves. 
Many  of  the  educated  Indians,  as  well  as  the  ignorant  ones,  are 
depressed  and  downcast.  Some  of  them  have  no  inclination  to 

work,  for  the  reason  that  when  their  farms  are  developed,  the 
very  fact  that  improvements  have  been  made  and  the  soil  prepared 
to  yield  larger  crops,  serves  merely  tc  attract  the  covetous 
white  man.  They  have  little  faith  in  their  guardians,  adminis¬ 
trators,  and  local  courts,  and  they  look  tc  our  Congress  to 
protect  them  since  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  secure  adequate 
helc  from  tne  State  autnonties.  'Tney  contrast  the  Dresent 
with  the  oast  -  when  they  were  haopy  and  contented,  had  sufficient 
food  and  clothing  and  many  of  them  fairly  prosperous.  Tney  see 
little,  or  no  nope,  for  tne  future  if  things  are  tc  remain  as 
tney  are  at  present. 

Mr.  Kelsey,  attorneys  Mott,  Gresnam,  Hurley,  Hastings; 
Commissioner  Wright  and  all  the  otner  loyal  men  now  engaged  in 
fighting  a  heroic  battle  in  Oklahoma,  are  powerless  unless 
Congress  will  do  for  the  Oklahoma  Indians  today  what  she  should 
nave  done  several  yeans  ago. 

Our  public  man  must  realize  that  unless  we  afford  the 
protection  tc  which  these  ooor  people  are  clearly  entitled 
by  every  law  of  both  God  and  man,  we  will  plunge  the  remnants 
of  the  famous  Five  Civilized  Tribes  into  the  dectbs  of  descair. 

It  is  not  mere  rhetoric,  it  is  not  an  exaggeration,  but  on  the 
contrary  it  is  the  cold,  naked  truth,  that  unless  we  remedy 
conditions  in  the  State  of  Oklahoma,  we  shall  have  tens  of 
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tnousands  of  homeless  paupers  to  support. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  that  our  Board  use  its  influence  to 
bring  about  an  end  to  the  intolerable  condition  existing  in  the 
great  State  of  Oklahoma  at  the  present  time. 


Bespectfully  submitted. 


Member  of  the  (J, 


S.  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 


WRECKING  THE  DEPARTMENT  OP  CHARITIES. 


The  effort  to  wreak  the  Department  of  Qharities  is  not 
the  result  of  anything  the  Department  has  done  or  has  failed 
to  do,  it  is  the  determined  effort  of  the  politieians  to 
either  kxk±x  gqi  charge  of  the  Department  am  d  control  it  or 
wreck  it.  Read  the  following  and  see  for  yourself: 


POLITICIANS  DETERMINED  TO  CONTROL  OFFICE. 

Maxey,  Hill  and  Wyand  of  the  House,  have  been  the  recog¬ 
nized  leaders  in  the  fight.  Their  first  excuse  was  their 
fight  on  Dr.  Stolper.  I  accepted  Dr.  Stolper’s  resignation 
in  order  to  eliminate  him  from  the  fight  being  made  against 
the  appropriation  for  an  Attorney  in  my  Department.  The 
politicians  of  the  House  promised  to  give  me  an  appropriation 
to  continue  the  legal  work  for  the  helpless  little  Indian 
orphan  children/  provided  that  I  "got  another  Attorney".  I 
appointed  Judge  Lockridge  of  Shawnee,  whose  determined  stand 
against  lawlessness  and  graft  is  unquestioned  and  is  a  matter 
of  record,  but  the  politicians  never  ceased  their  fight  for  a 
minute  and  the  battle  became  more  desparate  daily. 

About  ten  weeks  ago  a  man  by  the  name  of  Montgomery  called 
me  over  the  phone  from  Muskogee,  and  applied  for  the  position 
of  Attorney  in  my  Department.  I  told  him  there  'would  probably 
be  no  Attorney,  as  Representatives  Maxey,  Hill  and  Wyand  o_ 
the  House  were  making  such  adetermined  fight  on  the  Department 
as  I  thought  would  exterminate  it.  He  assured  me  he  could 
stop  the  fight  in  two  hours.  I  told  him  to  come  over,  when 
he  arrived  he  said  he  was  an  old  friend  of  Representative 
Hill  at  the  time  they  both  lived  in  Texas.  He  spent  one  day 
here  and  in  the  evening  I  was  telling  Senator  Harlin  in  the 
Lee  Huckins  that  a  Mr.  Montgomery  had  kindly  come  over  to  help 
me  in  the  fight.  Just  then  Mr.  Montgomery  appeared  in  person 
,  and  told  me  I  was  wanted  in  the  parlor.  Senator  Harlin  went 
with  me  far  enough  to  see  Maxey,  Hill  and  Wyand  sitting  as  a 
committee  in  waiting. 

THEY  OFFER  TERMS  OF  PEACE. 


Mr.  Maxey  said:  "Miss  Barnard,  Mr.  Lockridge,  your 
Attorney,  is  a  very  good  man  and  I  have  nothing  against  him, 
but  if  you  will  appoint  Mr.  Montgomery  here  as  your  Attorney, 
we  will  stop  the  fight  on  your  Department  in  the  Legislature" 
I  asked  Mr.  Maxey  if  he  thought  it  was  possible  for  him  to 


really  stop  the  fight  and  Representative  Hill  of  McAlester 
spoke  up  and  said;  ?Yes  we  will  stop  the  fight,  and  your 
Department  shall  remain  with  the  present  number  of  assistants 
and  clerks  and  in  addition  to  that  we  will  add  whatever  amount 
would  be  necessary  to  make  a  decent  appropriation  for  a  first- 
class  Attorney."  I  said;  "Do  you  mean  that  I  may  have  the 
same  appropriation  that  I  had  for  the  past  two  years?"  He 
said:  "Yes,  and  in  addition  to  this,  whatever  amount  you 

desire  to  properly  pay  a  first-class  attorney".  Mr.  Wyand 
then  spoke  up  and  said  he  was  sure  they  could  stop  the  fight 
in  the  Legislature  and  that  I  would  have  no  more  trouble  if 
I  appointed  Mr.  Montgomery.  This  is  almost  verbatim  the 
conversation  that  we  had. 


—  2— 


I  was  appalled  at  the  situation.  For  nearly  seven  weeks 
a  terrific  fight  had  "been  waged  to  exterminate  my  Department 
and  here  were  the  men  who  had  led  the  fight,  offering  to  stop 
it  all  "if  I  would  appoint  their  Attorney"  to  handle  the  Indian 
orphan  cases  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of  my  Department, 
hut  as  it  seemed  a  matter  of  either  accepting  this  man  or  having 
my  Department  exterminated,  I  partially  promised  to  make  the 
appointment.  All  that  night  I  laid  awake  and  worried,  for  it 
is  a  serious  thing  to  undertake  to  fight  graft  such  as  we  en¬ 
counter  in  our  efforts  to  protect  the  Indian  orphan  children  ahd 
have  to  fight  this  graft  with  a  man  who  is  an  ent.ire  stranger  to 
you  and  who  has  been  placed  in  your  Department  by  those  who  have 
previously  fought  to  exterminate  you  and  your  work.  By  the 
next  day  I  decided  to  defer  signing  a  contract  with  this  man 
and  to  manuver  for  time,  I  told  Hr.  Montgomery  to  get  me  the 
written  recommendation  of  Hill,  Maxey  and  Wyand.  The  recom¬ 
mendations:  follows: 

"THE  LEE  HUCKINS  HOTEL 

Oklahoma  city,  Okla.,  February  25, 

1913. 

Miss  Kate  Barnard, 

Commissioner  of  Charity  &  Corrections, 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Dear  Miss  Barnard;  — 

V/e  have  been  advised  ttiat  you  contemplate  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  F.  L.  Montgomery,  of  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  as 
Attorney  for  your  Department,  and  we  each  of  us  take  pleasure 
in  expressing  to  you  our  confidence  in  the  personal  integrity 
of  Mr.  Montgomery  as  a  man  and  in  hi  3  ability  as  a  lawyer. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  J.  li.  Wyand 
(Signed)  E.  P.  Hill 
(Signed)  J.  H.  Maxey." 

Representative  Smith,  Senator  Ha-rlin,  and  others 
have  read  this  letter. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  been  wondering  if  there  was  any 
possible  way  out  of  this  situation,  when  I  was  taken  suddenly 
ill  and  was  threatened  with  pneumonia  and  the  physicians  gave 
me  three  days  to  get  to  dry  air  if  I  wished  to  live.  I  hurried 
to  Arizona.  In  Arizona  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Montgomery, 
inquiring  if  I  was  ready  to  sign  the  contract. 

THEY  RENEW  FIGHT  AND  WRECK  DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  meantime  Maxey,  Hill  and  Wyand  had  renewed 
their  fight  with  more  vigor  than  ever  and  urgent  telegrams 
called  me  home  from  a  sick  bed  to  try  to  help  save  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  The  next  day  after  I  arrived  at  the  University  Hospital, 
the  House  took  up  the  appropriation  bill  for  my  Department. 
Representatives  Hill  and  Maxey  led  the  fight  which  almost 
exterminated  the  Department.  They  eliminated  my  Attorney  who 
appears  for  the  Indian  orphan  children,  my  Inspector  of  the 
Institutions  of _ the  State  and  my  Assistant,  leaving  me  only  a 
stenographer.  They  cut  down  my  stamp  and  travel  fund  until  I 
shall  not  be  able  tto  answer  correspondence  in  this  Department 
and  shall  not  be  able  to  get  over  the  state  to  inspect  insti¬ 
tutions.  Just  one  hour  before  this  appropriation  bill  came 
upon  the  floor,  Mr.  Montgomery  called  me  up  at  the  Hospital 
by  long  distance  phone  from  Muskogee,  and  wanted  to  know  if  I 
would  sign  the  contract.  I  told  him  it  was  too  late  to  speak 
of  these  things,  when  he  assured  me  he  could  stop  the  fight 
right  then.  I  asked  him  how.  He  said:  "I  have  just  had  a 
consultation  with  Mr.  Wyand". 


I  wonder  if  the  Christian  people  and  the  tax-payers 
and  voters  of  the  state  approve  of  law-makers  who  come  up 
here  to  the  Legislature  to  put  their  friends  in  control  of 
the  Department  of  Charities  kaxwgggr  or  to  wreck  it.  I  am 
willing  to  make  affidavit  to  all  the  ahove  and  there  are 
many  prominent  citizens  who  know  the  particulars  and  will 
testify  to  the  truty  of  the  same.  In  all  the  dealings  these 
men  have  had  with  my  Department  in  this  Legislature,  they 
have  dealt  just  as  unfairly.  Their  fight  would  he  a  disgrace 
ix  it  was  made  on  a  man. 


FALSE  RUMORS. 

In  order  to  create  a  feeling  of  bitterness,  .many  fal.se 
rumors  have  beenset  afloat.  You  must  understand  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  for  politicians  to  create  a  sentiment  in  the  Legislature 

ffpOhiH^tbS  as: 

£rB£t8!yand  insane>  especially  whene  these  politicians  have  * 
never  spent  a  dollar  or  a  days  work  for  these  helpless 
ones.  So  they  have  started  false  rumors.  It  was  said  I  spent 
$5°>000.  annually  traveling  about.  The  whole  Department  has  but 
$7 1 300 .  A  year  for  the  expenses  for  every  one  in  it.  Another 
said  I  traveled  out  of  the  state  at  the  expense  of  you  tax-payers. 
Read  the  annual  report  and  you  will  see  this  expense  has  been 
only  a  little  over  $100.  a  year  to  you  tax-payers  for  the  last 
two  years.  Some  say  I  intend  to  re-hire  Dr.  Stolper.  They  know 
that  I  do  not,  because  I  told  them  so.  They  complain  I  hg.ve 
been  out  of  the  State.  I  have  been  out  of  the  state  because  I 
was  sick  and  this  sickness  the  Doctors  aay  was  the  result  of 
over-work  which  I  did  for  you  and  your  children.  For  four  years 
I  worked  in  my  Department  until  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at  night. 

I  have  no  home  and  np  social  ties  and  as  soon  as  I  am  well 
again  I  shall  put  in  sixteen  hours  again  a  day  working  for  you. 

I  shall  be  working  for  you  and  the  unfortunate  of  this  state 
till  gray  hair  and  old  age  stop  my  efforts  and  long  after  the 
memory  of  the  politicians  who  now  fight  me  are  forgotten. 

Probably  their  names  will  live  in  history  only  because  they 
made  this  fight. 


ONLY  MBIT  CAN  BE  SICK. 

But  they  complain  of  absence  from  the  State.  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  State  Examiner  and  Inspector,  was  absent  eight  months  in 
California  before  his  death  and  pothing  was  sa.id,  and  Bill 
Cross  was  sick  during  the  whole  three  and  a  half  years  he 
was  Secretary  of  State,  the  office  being  run  by  hi s- Assistant, 
yet  you  nominated  Bill  Cross  as  a  candidate  for  State  Auditor 
and  he  would  today  be  in  that  position,  if  death  had  not  called 
him  to  a  kindlier  and  more  peaceful  place  than  this  state  house. 

THE  GRANITE  REFORMATORY: 

They  complain  about  the  Granite  Reformatory.  My  Department 
has  done  its  full  duties  in  making  its  Inspections,  and  it  is 
now  conducting  an  investigation  of  that  institution  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Gqv  ernor. 


Investigations  of  State  Institutions  can  only  be  made  at 
the  request  or  approval  of  the  Governor.  The  constutition  es¬ 
pecially  provides  this. 


The  remedy  for  all  these  troubles  is  certainly  not  to 
wreck  the  Department  of  Charities  but  rather  to  strengthen 
„„*  mUQil  tlme  for  this  Department  to  accomplish 

^t^autSorifyr  are  haJ“Pered  with  local  boards  and  conflic- 
Inspection  should  carry  with  it  the  riaht  of 
removal.  But  the  Legislature  refused  to  grant  us  this  needed 
power  because  "they  were  afraid  to  give  the  Department  of 

least* two  board«C£  authoritY"-  Instead  you  have  pladed  at 
^east  two  boards  between  us  and  the  superintendent  of  anv 
c  xnstit  ai.ion  cuii  tn\  s  i  s  responsible  for  the  C  or-ble^^ 
conditions  which  must  continue  until  this  Department  is 
given  proper  authority  to  enforce  our  recommendations. 

WHAT  THE  TROUBLE  REALLY  IS. 

+  n^y  +°  ^  w^and  want  to  get  control  of 

the  Department  of  Charities?  We  think  it  is  to  assist  them 
f'StSl Inf™  ambitions  and  also  to  control  our 

actl0”s  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Indian  orphan 
grafters  on  the  east  side  of  the  State.  P  ° 

We  flso  wish  to  remind  the  public  that  we  have  1900 
childrens  cases  under  investigation,  involving  millions  in 
money  and  land.  In  the  work  we  have  laready  donT «e have 
proceeded  against  big  democrats  and  big  republicans  without 
fear  or  favor.  We  made  one  big  democratic  judge  ?esiin  We 
Jig  democrat  hand  back  #30, 000  inSone  day*.  *  My 

thi^+pL?3'8  5*!?  assaulted  and  knocked  down  and  his  life 
aKv  *hfy  *ve  t0ld  me  the^  would  "Set  me"  piutic 

thi8  and  everY  man  who  has  lott  money  or  land 

and  those  who  fear  they  will  lose  money  or  land  are  brineinc 
every  influence  to  bear  on  the  Legislature.  With  thi=  De  ^ 
paxteent  wrecked,  the. four  million  dollaJs  in  mSey^nd  ^nd 
baJk  ienatJeahLdSre?  X*  ^Indian  orphans  will  soofbe 
, n..th' e.hi 3nd®  the  grafters,  and  the  tax-payers  will 

e  entually  be  called  upon  to  take  care  of  these  penniless 
orphan  children,  or  if  the  Department  could  be  controlled  -- 
well,  the  public  understands  that. 
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Office  of  Secretary, 

43  Federal  Street. 

To  the  Honorable, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D*C* 


May  h. 


/*?/?. 


Sir:- 

In  view  of  the  appropriation  contained  in  the  Indian  Appro¬ 
priation  Mil  now  pending  in  Congress  providing  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  school  purposes  on  the  IJevajo  reservation  and  the 
need  of  an  adequate  appropriation  to  protect  the  health  of  the  IJavajoes 
and  because  of  the  influences  now  at  work  to  secure  the  allotments  of 
land  to  the  members  of  the  Uavajo  tribe  and  the  opening  up  of  any  sur¬ 
plus  lands  to  the  white  settlers,  on  behalf  of  the  Boston  Indian  Citi¬ 
zenship  Committee,  I  have  made  an  investigation  of  the  conditions  of 
these  Indians  in  How  Mexico  and  Arizona  ana  beg  leave  to  submit  a  re¬ 
port  on  the  matters  covered  by  the  investigation*  During  a  part  of 
the  time  that  I  was  upon  the  reservation,  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
assistant  chief  of  the  Division  of  Education  of  tho  Indian  Bureau  and 
he  is  familiar  with  some  of  the  facts  and  shares  in  many  of  the  views 
which  I  am  presenting  for  you r  consideration* 


TEE  ALLOTTING  PROBLEM* 

The  problem  of  allotting  land  to  the  individual  Indians  of 
the  Navajo  tribe  presents  difficulties  which  have  not  been  encountered 
In  the  exp  erience  of  the  ndlan  Thircau  in  allotting  to  members  of  other 
tribes.  The  precedents  which  have  been  followed  in  allotting  land 
upon  other  reservations  cannot  be  followed  in  tho  case  of  the 
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Zi&vojoos.  A  nomadic  people  which  has  built  up  an  indue try  without 
government  assistance  and  which  hea  made  it  eel f-eu  porting  now  t  ake 
the  government  to  go  slow  in  order  that  the  industry  which  has  taken 
year®  to  develop  may  not  be  cripptod. 

Of  the  12* 000,000  acres  which  the  Hava jo  roeervation  Is 
cotononly  said  to  contain,  ever  a  million  sores  were  included  in  the 
government  railroad  grant  and  more  than  a  million  acres  have  been 

opened  up  in  the  extension  of  Hew  Mexico,  sc  that  the  territory  stow 

10,000,000  acres  of  which  the  treaty  reservation  comprises  less  than 
comprised  in  the  reservation  io  something  less  tbanAthree  and  one  -quar¬ 
ter  million.  Although  the  lost  census  gave  the  number  of  Hove joes  as 
22,394  it  is  known  that  corn  localities  containing  Indians  in  consider¬ 
able  numbers  wore  not  reached  by  the  census  enumerators,  and  in  the 
territory  covered  by  them  many  Indians  were  omitted  from  the  roll. 

It  la  admitted  by  theme  best  qualified  to  judge  that  the  number  of 
Hava joes  is  not  leas  than  26,000  end  probably  does  not  exceed  28, 000. 

Any  plan  of  allotting  land  to  these  Indians  must  recognise 
the  fun  amontal  fact  that  the  acreage  available  at  the  present  time 
for  agricultural  purposes  is  inconsiderable,  and  that  the  grasing  land 
varies  from  good  grasing  land  such  as  le  found  at  the  foot  of  the  Tunt- 
cha  Hang*  to  barren  desert.  Any  policy  of  allotting  160  acres  (which 
hae  been  the  unit  in  many  instances  in  allotting  agricultural  lands), 
if  applied  to  the  Havajoes,  meet  nooessarllly  destroy  the  sheep 
raising  industry.  If  we  assume  the  number  of  Hava jo  Indians  to 
be  26,000  and  the  available  acreage  10,000,000,  the  proportionate 
allotment  to  each  Indian  would  be  4C0  acres.  The  figures  of  the 
Indian  office  obtained  from  tho  reports  of  eheep  dipping  furnished  by 
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the  superintendents  of  tho  several  reservations  indicate  that  the  Sava- 
joee  n ow  have  over  1,600*000  sheer  and  goats.  Beverend  Father  Anselm 
Weber,  O.F.M.  in  April, 1911,  gave  the  number  of  sheep  and  goats  owned 
by  the  IJavaJoes  on  and  off  the  reservation  aa  1,761,900.  If  tho  num¬ 
ber  is  taken  to  be  1,600*000,  the  available  acreage  would  give  6  2/3 
scree  to  eaoh  sheep  and  this  does  not  take  into  consideration  tho 
large  numbers  of  cattle, horses,  mules,  and  burros,  who  are  also  graslng 
upon  the  land* 

Three  obvious  difficulties  immediately  present  themselves 
when  any  plan  of  allotment  is  considered  -  (1)  the  great  Inequality 
of  the  land  for  grasing  purposes;  (2)  the  scarcity  of  water  and  the 
faot  that  much  of  the  land  is  far  distent  from  the  nearest  water 
supply;  (3)  tho  existence  of  summer  and  winter  ranges  and  tho  removal 
of  the  sheep  from  place  to  place  under  the  changing  conditions  of 
different  Beesons  of  the  year. 

Of  the  inequality  of  the  land  for  gracing  purposes,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  there  are  vest  areas  of  rook  a  .d  sand  where 
an  allotment  of  160  acres  would  not  support  c  single  sheep*  Of  the 
InacesBlblllty  of  water,  it  may  bo  similarly  stated  that  there  are 
sections  of  land  within  the  reservation  which  are  so  far  from  water 
during  the  dry  season  that  sheep  would  die  from  exhaustion  before  they 
could  reach  the  nearoBt  water.  Of  the  necessity  of  moving  the  sheep 
from  one  part  of  the  reservation  to  another,  it  is  perhaps  sufficient 
to  point  out  that  in  the  winter  the  Bheep  nraet  have  the  protection 
of  the  sheltered  valleys  and  in  the  summer  they  are  driven  by  the  h*at 
and  the  scarcity  of  water  into  the  mountains. 

A  matter  of  far  greater  importance  in  the  consideration  of 
any  equitable  allotment  is  the  determination  of  the  location  and  extent 
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of  the  lend  within  th©  limitations  of  tho  reservation  which  oan  be  re- 
delved  by  irrigation.  Until  an  investigation  has  disclosed  how  much 

land  oan  he  reclaimed,  any  distribution  of  the  land  to  individual 
ellottoee  would  he  premature. 

The  problem  presented  is  how  to  allot  to  a  none die  herdsmen 
a  permanent  horae.  Tho  Common  of  Pasture  of  the  old  English  law  le 
the  keystone  to  the  ind  stry  upon  which  hie  livolihood  depends.  It 
is  respectfully  suggested  thot  upon  th  working  out  of  this  problem 
rests,  not  only  tho  fu  urs  of  the  sheep  raising  industry,  which  this 
tribe  by  the  use  of  its  oorraaon  land  has  broughtto  its  present  devel¬ 
opment,  but  the  ultimate  solution  of  the  sohool  problem  as  well.  Tho 
allotments  which  have  already  been  made  from  tho  public  domain  to 
Indians  living  off  the  reservation  should  not  be  approved  by  tho  7e~ 
partment.  Tho  allotments  have  been  made  without  adequate  Study  of 
tho  problem  presented  and  the  160-aore  unit  adopted  is  insufficient 
for  tho  Indian  to  maintain  himself.  A  commission  should  bo  appointed 
to  make  a  study  and  report  upon  tho  preliminary  question  whether  tho 
time  has  come  for  allotting  tho  land  on  this  reservation  in  whole  or 
in  pert.  This  co* mission  should  be  authorised  to  employ  .a  competent 
engineer  to  determine  how  much  of  ths  land  of  those  Indians  can  be  re¬ 
claimed  by  irrigation  oithor  by  reservoirs  to  retain  the  waters  from 
the  annual  mountain  freshets,  or  by  ditohos  from  the  steams  aa  is  being 
don©  in  tho  case  of  the  San  Juan  river  and  other  steams.  hen  this 
has  been  determined  and  a  plan  for  reclaiming  land  available  for  irri¬ 
gation  has  been  perfected,  I  believe  each  Indian  should  receive  e  home¬ 
stead  allotment  of  five,  ton  or  twenty  acres  of  irrig/blo  land  acoording 
to  the  amount  available,  located  as  near  as  possible  to  th  cummer  rmg< 
on  which  he  has  boon  accustomed  to  herd  hlo  sheep.  On  this  homestead 
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he  should  "be  encouraged  to  make  hlB  permanent  home  and  Improve  the  land* 
Superintendent  Shelton  of  San  Juan  eeervation  has  in  mind  the  allotting 
of  land  under  the  ditch,  now  being  constructed  from  the  San  Juan  river, 
to  the  Indians  who  have  Teen  taught  farming  in  the  school  :  at  Ship  Rook, 
but  any  plan  of  allotting  land  available  for  agricultural  purposes 
should  be  laid  on  lines  broad  enough  to  include  all  the  Indians.  The 
cost  of  reclaiming  the  lend  eould,  in  most  cases,  be  borne  by  the  In¬ 
dians  without  hardship,  the  initial  cost  being  borne  by  the  Government 
and  apportioned  to  the  allottees  of  the  reclaimed  lend  to  repay  it  in 
annual  instalments.  hether  or  not  the  grasing  land  should  be  allotted 
at  the  same  time,  or  whether  it  Bhould  continue  to  be  held  in  common 
until  the  results  of  the  allotment  of  irrigable  land  had  been  a8cortaine< 
would  be  a  matter  for  determination  by  the  commission.  Any  plan  for 
allotting  grazing  land  should  be  based  on  a  unit  of  allotment  of  aver¬ 
age  land  as  in  the  case  of  the  Choctaw  Hation  in  Oklahoma,  for  an  arbi¬ 
trary  allotment  of  a  fixed  number  of  acres  to  each  Indian  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  number  of  sheep  that  eould  be  fed  upon  it  would  be  inequit¬ 
able. 

A  further  matter  of  the  highest  importance  Is  the  disposition 
to  be  made  of  coal  end  other  mineral  deposits  on  the  reservation  as 
well  as  the  standing  timber.  The  mistake  which  haB  been  made  on  the 
mite  Earth  reservation  in  Minnesota  of  allotting  valuable  timer  lands 
to  individual  members  of  the  tribe  while  others  received  allotments  of 
far  less  value  should  not  be  repeated,  but  the  proceeds  of  the  timber 
when  sold  should  be  apportioned  to  all  tho  members  of  the  tribe. 
Similarly,  the  coal  deposits  which  are  known  to  exist,  and  any  other 
mineral  deposits,  should  be  conserved,  and  the  profits  from  their  lease 
or  sale  should  innure  to  all  the  members  of  the  tribe  equally  as  in  the 
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oeee  6 f  the  coal  mines  in  the  Cherokee  Sat ion  in  Oklahoma. 

A  commission  in  investigating  the  tinfcr  on  the  reservations 
and  the  mineral  deposits  should  have  the  services  of  a  forester,  and 
a  mining  engineer# 

My  observation  in  driving  through  the  reservations  in  Hew 
Mexico  and  Arizona  covering  over  three  hundred  miles  indicated  that  the 
reservation  is  overgrazed  and  this  view  is  confirmed  by  those  who  have 
made  e  study  of  present  conditions  and  by  some  of  the  reports  which 
have  been  made  to  the  bureau.  Tho  experiment  now  being  conducted  at 
ship  Rock  to  improve  the  grade  of  sheep  offers  a  possible  solution.  It 
is  believed  that  by  crossing  Cotswold  sheep  with  the  native  stock,  the 
quality  of  the  wool  can  be  improved,  the  clip  increased  fifty  persent 
and  the  herdy  qualities  of  the  native  sheep  preserved.  ’hen  the  Indian 
finds  that  he  can  increase  his  output  and  obtain  a  better  price  for 
his  wool  by  improving  his  stock,  the  present  tendency  to  increase  the 
number  of  his  flock  without  muefc  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  wool  will 
be  corrected. 

TUBERCULOSIS  AHD  TRACHOMA. 

During  my  trip  from  Farmington.Hew  Mexico,  to  Holbrook, 
Arizona,  I  gave  much  tine  to  the  health  conditions  throughont  the  re¬ 
servations.  From  all  souroes  obtainable.  1  have  s  ught  information  aa 
to  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis  ana  trachoma.  A  conservative  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  ilevajoee  afflicted  pith  trachoma  ie  30  $,  and  at  least  lOf, 
have  tuherculoaia  in  some  form.  Of  the  latter,  one  half  have  pulmonar 
tnherculoaia,  and  the  other  6*  inoludea  all  other  forms.  A  quarter 
of  those  afflicted  with  pulmonary  tuhercnlosia  and  nearly  all  those 
having  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  could  he  cured  by  proper  treatment. 
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I  aid  not  cover  the  western  part  of  the  reservation  in  my 
trip*  hut  I  am  informed  that  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis  and  trachoma 
its  substantially  uniform  through  the  Navajo  country.  Upon  this 
basis  there  are  from  twenty-five  hundred  to  three  thousand  Ha*=  Jo 
Indians  afflicted  with  tuberoulosis  and  about  nino  thousand  afflicted 
with  trachoma. 

At  the  present  time  the  facilities  for  coping  with  those  con¬ 
ditions  and  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  ere  grossly  inadequate. 

The  only  government  hospital  with  any  considerable  equipment  is  at  Fort 
Defiance, ana .under  the  direction  of  Pr.  iggleeworth,  effective  work 
is  being  done  among  such  patients  as  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  will 
accomodate.  It  is  of  importance  that  the  request  of  Superintendent 
Paquette  for  out-hospitals  on  the  cottage  plan  to  provide  for  tuber¬ 
culosis  patients  should  be  granted  without  delay.  Dr.  iggleBWorth  is 
without  the  services  of  an  assistant  physician  at  Fort  Defiance,  end 
although  the  position  of  attending  physician  at  the  school  at  Eohatchi 
on  this  reservation  has  been  vacant  for  more  then  a  year,  the  place 
hes  not  been  filled. 

At  Chip  Hock,  the  ho  pital  which  is  conducted  in  oonnecti  on 
with  the  school  has  an  earnest  worked  in  charge  in  Dr. Brett  and  he  is 
taking  aggressive  steps  to  wipe  out  trachoma  in  the  school.  Borne  fif¬ 
teen  pupils  were  operated  on  and  were  under  treatment  for  this  d isease 
while  I  was  at  Ship  Rock.  Dr.Brett  is  also  treating  Indians  on  the 
Ben  Juan  reservation  whenever  hie  cervices  are  called  for,  but  his 
duties  do  not  permit  of  any  attempt  on  his  part  to  do  systematic  in¬ 
spection  work  cm  the  reservation.  In  the  hospital  records  at  this 
school  it  appear*  that,  among  caees  examined  hy  Dr. Smith  when  he  was 
at  Ship  Rock,  2b. 9 4$  had  trachoma. 
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I  have  visited  the  email  hospital  conducted  hy  the  Presbyterian 
Mission  at  Ganado  and  the  new  hospital  built  by  the  Rational  Indian 
.Association  at  Iftdian  Welle.  Both  of  these  ho  a  pi  tale  are  doing  ex¬ 
cellent  work  but  are  handicapped  by  limited  facilities  end  lack  of 
equipment.  There  are  no  adequate  hospitals  provided  on  the  Western 
Hava jo  or  Leupp  reservations. 

Under  these  circumBtanoes,  it  is  not  surprising  that  little 
progress  is  being  made  in  weaning  the  Indian  from  the  power  of  the”medi 
cine  man"  throughout  the  Revejo  country.  It  is  a  common  practice  on 
all  the  ronerlrations  in  cases  of  sickness  to  call  on  him  to  sing  and 
drive  away  the  evil  pirits  These  oharletans  impose  on  the  Indians, 
insisting  on  their  fee  in  advance,  and  sometimes  demanding  as  many  as 
ten  sheep  as  the  price  of  their  incantations.  They  are  successful 
in  frightening  many  of  the  sick  from  seeking  medical  aid  at  the  hospi¬ 
tal.  At  one  hospital  I  was  told  how  a  "medicine  man”  cam©  in  dis¬ 
guise  to  the  hospital  end  told  an  Indian  patient,  that  the  evdl  spirits 
were  there  end  he  would  die  if  ho  did  not  leave,  with  the  result  that 
the  Indian  was  afraid  to  remain.  In  another  case  a  "medicine  man" 
cam©  with  friends  to  an  Indian  who  was  confined  at  the  hospital  and 
took  the  Indian  from  a  ward  on  the  lower  floor  through  a  window  of 
the  hospital  and  placed  hl£  in  a  wagon.  They  were  just  about  to  drive 
away  when  they  were  dis  overed  and  the  patient  was  taken  from  them  and 
placed  in  an  upper  ward.  A  week  later  another  attempt  was  made  to 
remove  the  Indian  and  this  time  it  was  successful. 

It  i:  folly  to  maintain  a  quarantine  at  our  ports  of  entry 
against  these  diseases  unless  the  Indian  Bureau  takes  decisive  steps 
to  check  their  spread  among  the  Indians.  The  "medicine  man"  thrives 
because  the  Government  is  taking  no  effectual  stops  to  segregate  the 
sick  or  instruct  the  Indians  in  the  simplest  rules  of  sanitation.  It 
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1b  an  anomolous  situation  that  persons  coming  to  this  country  with 
trachoma  are  deported  under  the  lar  which  requires  them  to  return  in 
order  to  prevent  the  entry  of  this  disease  through  our  ports,  when  the 
back  door  to  our  homes  is  wide  open  and  nothing  is  being  done  to  eradi¬ 
cate  the  disease.  Many  of  the  white  children  in  Oklahoma  already 
have  contracted  trachoma. 

In  a  rise ion  school  in  northern  Uew  .Mexico  containing  twenty- 
seven  children  from  the  Han  Juan  reservation,  cm  e  xaralnation  by  a 
physician  from  Farmington  on  the  day  that  I  visited  the  school  revealed 
the  fact  that  twenty-six  of  the  twenty-seven  children  were-  afflicted 
with  diseases  of  the  eyes  and  eighteen  cases  were  clearly  defined  cases 
of  trachoma.  This  report  confirmed  a  previous  examination  by  the 
government  physician  at  Ship  Hock* 

In  a  hogan  which  I  visited  near  Indian  Wells  in  company  with 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Johnston,  a  half  field-matron  in  the  service,  and  her  husband 
and  an  eye  specialist,  I  found  an  Indian,  four  women  and  ten  children* 

Of  those  children  nino  had  trachoma  and  at  least  one  of  the  women  was 
afflicted  with  the  disease.  Two  of  the  worst  cases  were  taken  back  to 
the  hospital  for  treatment  and  the  others  received  such  immediate  treat¬ 
ment  as  could  be  given  to  afford  temporary  relief.  When  the  children 
who  were  taken  to  the  ho  pital  return,  they  will,  of  course,  egain  con¬ 
tract  the  disease* 

Any  plan  which  may  bo  adopted  to  cheek  the  ravages  of  disease 
among  the  Indians  must  include  segregation  of  the  sick  and  periodic 
inspection  of  the  homes.  The  services  of  field  physicians  will  be 
necessary,  who  ehftuld  bo  placed  in  charge  of  all  Indians  within  a  cer¬ 
tain  district.  A  physician  could  cover  a  territory  50  miles  square. 

A  comprehensive  plan  would  involve  dividing  the  territory  of 
the  several  reservations  into  districts  of  about  26C0  square  miles* 
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An  adequate  appropriation  should  be  secured  from  Congress  to  provide  as 
fast  as  possible  for  a  sanitarium  hospital  to  each  district, located  at 
some  centre  point*  This  sanitarium  hospital  would  be  the  headquarters 
of  the  field  physician,  who  would  then  be  responsible  for  the  surround¬ 
ing  territory  within  a  radius  of  approximately  twenty-five  miles.  I 
am  informed  that  he  could  raa  e  a  tour  of  inspection, visiting  the  homes 
of  all  the  Indians  in  the  districts  at  least  twice  a  year,  with  more 
frequent  visits  to  the  districts  where  disease  was  more  prevalent. 

Such  a  sanitarium  can  be  erected  and  equppped  without  e  large 
expenditure.  The  main  building  need  contain  only  the  necessary  rooms 
for  administrative  purposes,  an  operating  room,  and  a  ward  with  some 
six  cr  ten  beds*  In  roost  cases  six  beds  would  be  sufficient.  Around 
this  central  building,  out-hospitals  with  open  sides,  containing  four 
beds  each,  would  l5o  erected.  nearly  all  tubercular  patients  and  those 
suffering  from  trachoma  could  be  cared  for  in  the  out-hospitals. 
Surgical  patients  could  be  removed  to  the  out-hos;  ital  a  week  or  ten 
days  after  they  were  operated  upon.  The  cost  of  maintaining  such  a 
sanatorium  would  not  he  heavy. 

In  order  to  effectually  check  the  spread  of  those  diseases, 
congressional  action  should  be  secured  to  authorise  the  compulsory  re¬ 
moval  of  Indians  afflicted  with  contagious  diseases  to  these  hoe  itals, 
end  to  insure  their  retention  u  til  discharged.  Under  present  condi¬ 
tions,  the  benefit  w  ioh  would  otherwise  be  derived  from  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  is  loet  in  many  cases  because  Indian  children  are  removed  by  their 
parents  before  the  necessary  treatment  is  completed,  and  the  government 
doctors  have  no  power  to  prevent  their  removal* 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  results  needed,  physicians  must 
remain  among  those  Indians  a  sufficient  tine  to  gain  their  confidence. 
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The  salary  paid  government  physicians  for  this  work  is  so 
inadequate  under  present  law  that  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Indian 
Bureau  to  fill  vacancies  and  the  doctors  who  enter  the  service  generally 
remain  for  a  short  time  and  return  Kast,  resigning  their  loeitions. 

Most  of  them  go  with  no  intention  of  remaining  in  the  work, but  merely 
to  gain  experience  and  see  the  country.  Tho  services  of  a  man  like 
Dr. 7igglesworth,who  has  spent  years  among  the  Indians, learned  their 
language, and  overcome  their  distrust  through  long  experience  in  the 
field,  are  invaluable.  He  is  known  throughout  the  Navajo  country  and 
Indians  who  will  not  ecce  t  medical  treatment  from  others  will  go  to 
hie  hos  ital  with  confidence  in  his  ability  to  cure  them*  The  general 
plan  which  I  have  outlined  of  dividing  the  reservations  into  medical 
districts  has  his  endorsement  and  it  has  occurecl  to  me  it  might  best 
be  worked  out  tuver  his  general  supervision* 

Dr* Smith  of  Farmington,  who  is  associated  with  another  physic¬ 
ian  in  conducting  a  private  hospital  in  that  community, has  given  largely 
of  his  time  in  treating  Indians  in  the  outlying  districts  and  much  of 
his  work  has  been  of  a  cheritable  nature.  He  is  conversant  of  the 
needs  of  the  Indians, appreciates  the  gravity  of  the  situation.and  I 
believe  could  bo  induced  to  give  up  hie  private  ractioe  and  assist  in 
organizing  the  medical  work  in  that  section,  or  elsewhere. 

In  order  to  obtain  results,  it  will  bo  necessary  to  secure 
physicians  who  have  made  a  special  study  of  those  diseases,  and  they 
will  have  to  be  paid  re  sonable  salaries.  CongreoB  should  be  * eked 
to  authorize  the  payment  of  adequate  compensation  to  specialists  in 
trachoma  and  tuberculosis  in  the  medical  branch  of  the  service. 

The  came  difficulty  whioh  is  encountered  in  securing  physicians 
who  are  competent  and  willing  to  undertake  the  arduous  work  among  the 
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Indians  1b  presented  in  obtaining  nurses  for  the  hospitals*  Young 
women  who  come  from  hospitals  where  they  have  received  their  training 
in  our  large  cities  soon  tire  of  the  conditions  which  they  find  in 
those  frontier  hospitals.  The  question  of  what  hsll  he  done  with  the 
returned  student  from  the  Indian  schools  offers  a  possible  solution  of 
this  difficulty.  Prom  those  who  hove  had  experience  with  the  older 
girls  in  the  Indian  schools,  the  suggestion  has  come  to  me  that  they  are 
temperamently  fitted  to  take  up  work  as  nurses  and  that  If  those, who 
in  preparatory  schools  show  special  promise,  are  pieced  for  graduate 
work  in  hospitals  where  they  will  receive  suitable  training,  or  even 
are  assigned  as  student  nurses  in  the  government  hopcttals,  they  may  proi 
more  valuable  in  hospital  work  in  tho  Indian  service  than  the  nurses 
who  are  not  familiar  with  Indian  life.  It  has  been  further  suggested 
that  these  Indian  nurses  would  be  of  assistance  in  interpreting  to  the 
Indian  patients,  and  by  their  presence  would  make  the  Indians  more  will¬ 
ing  to  come  to  the  hospitals  for  treatment  end  more  content  to  remain. 

DHE  SCHOOL  PSOBLEM. 

She  appropriation  for  $260,000  for  the  education  of  the  Eavajo 
children, which  is  contained  in  the  general  Indian  Appropriation  Bill 
now  before  Congress,  brings  forward  for  your  consideration  the  question 
of  how  best  the  difficulties,  whioh  have  baffled  the  Indian  Bureau  in 
its  previous  efforts  to  reach  the  Havajo  children,  can  be  solved.  I 
am  convinced  that  in  the  case  of  these  Indians,  under  the  conditions 
which  confront  the  department,  the  two  problems  of  providing  for  the 
sick  and  educating  the  young  can  best  be  worked  out  together. 

It  is  nearly  fifty  years  einoe  our  Government  in  its  treaty 
with  tho  Hevajoes  agreed  in  return  for  the  cession  of  lend  to  provide 
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a  school  for  every  thirty  children  of  school  age.  Tho  school  children 
of  that  generation  have  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood  in  ignorance  and 
their  children  have  grown  up  without  an  education*  low  their  grand¬ 
children  are  knocking  at  our  doors  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise 
of  the  treaty* 

The  nomadic  life  of  the  Kavajo,  which  makes  it  difficult  to 
allot  him  a  hone,  has  made  it  equally  difficult  to  eolleot  his  children 
in  school.  Herein  we  find  the  excuse  hut  not  the  Justification  for  the 
condition  whieh  confronts  the  Government  today  when  more  than  five  thou¬ 
sand  Hava Jo  children  of  school  age  are  growing  up  without  ever  having 
seen  a  school  hoxise  and  ma j«y  without  ever  having  heard  the  32ng!ish 
language  spoken* 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  provision  of  the  Indian  Appropria¬ 
tion  Bill  to  appropriate  $250,000  for  the  education  of  the  Navajoes  was 
so  drafted  as  to  limit  the  expenditure  to  providing  day  schools  for 
these  Indians.  By  the  provisions  of  the  hill  it  should  he  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Indian  Bureau  to  provide  day  schools  or  hoarding 
schools  as  the  conditions  which  obtain  in  any  part  of  the  Havajo  reser¬ 
vations  may  require.  vhenever  any  considerable  number  of  Indians  are 
settled  in  a  particular  locality  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  a 
day  school  can  he  maintained,  hut  under  present  conditions  I  believe 
the  small  hoarding  school  offers  the  best  solution  of  the  problem  of 
reaching  these  children. 

The  day  school  at  Cornfields  in  the  Havajo  reservation  has 
attracted  some  thirty  pupils,  hut  this  is  because  it  is  in  the  midst 
of  cornfields.  It  is  the  only  government  day  school  on  this  reservation 
and  it  must  he  taken  to  be  the  exception  which  proves  the  rule.  Until 
there  are  ore  cornfields  the  number  of  day  schools  must  be  limited. 

I  am  a  hearty  believer  ib  tge  day  school  in  preference  to  the  boarding 
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school  where  conditions  make  it  feasible,  but  it  is  folly  to  attempt 
to  proTidt  day  schools  among  roving  tribes  in  a  wilderness.  When  the 
problem  of  allotting  these  Indians  is  solved  and  the  permanency  of  the 
home  established,  the  day  school  will  succeed  the  boarding  school* 

At  Ship  Rock,  Superintendent  Shelton  has  demonstrated  what  can 
be  accomplished  in  a  boarding  school  in  the  education  of  older  boys  and 
girls,  for  mo  t  of  his  scholars  ere  fifteen  years  of  age  or  more;  at 
port  defiance.  Superintendent  Paquette  is  demonstrating  what  can  be 
done  when  the  children  are  taken  fror:  their  homes  in  early  years.  In 
taking  scholars  of  more  advanced  age,  Mr. Shelton  ie  able  to  get  greater 
results  in  industrial  training,  but  the  scholars  do  not  learn  the  Hnglteh 
language  as  readily  as  those  who  begin  when  they  reach  school  age. 

Shore  is  little  ground  for  criticism  in  the  school  at  Ship  Hock.  Mr. 
Shelton  believes  that  the  best  results  ere  obtained  by  limiting  the 
number  to  160,  but  it  seems  a  pity  that  a  plant  erected  on  so  extensive 
a  scale  should  not  offer  its  opportunities  to  a  larger  number.  The 
school  is  a  monument  to  the  executive  ability  of  Mr. Shelton  but  it 
only  reaches  a  smallproj  ortion  of  the  children  of  school  ege  on  his 
reservation.  I  think  that  his  work  at  Ship  Rock  i  done  and  that  the 
school  is  now  so  well  organised  that  any  man  of  administrative  experi¬ 
ence  could  carry  it  on,  leaving  Mr. Shelton  with  hie  genius  for  construct¬ 
ive  work  free  to  create  a  similar  institution  with  a  portion  of  the 
funds  which  will  become  available  for  the  erection  of  schools  on  this 
reservation. 

At  Fort  Lef lance, Mr.Iaquette  is  awake  to  the  need  of  extend¬ 
ing  the  educational  work  throughout  the  reservation  and  has  laid  the 
plans  for  the  future  on  broad  lines.  In  spite  of  the  large  attendance 
at  Port  Defiance  and  the  auxialiory  schools  on  this  reservation,  he  is 
only  able  to  provide  for  about  one  half  of  the  children  of  school  age. 
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■but  even  this  is  a  higher  percentage  than  on  any  other  reservation 
among  the  JSavaJoes. 

In  extending  the  school  work  fraong  this  people,  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  division  of  the  reservation  into  districts  for  medical 
purposes  can  he  followed  in  the  locating  of  schools.  'Therever  a  sana- 
tarium  is  located  a  school  can  he  erected  as  fast  es  funds  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  become  available.  She  children  who  attend  the  sanatorium  for  the 
treatmont  of  trachoma  will  provide  pupils  for  the  boarding  school. 

The  fact  that  the  children  arc  receiving  an  education  will  go  far  to 

the  children 

remove  the  objections  of  the  parents  to  keeping ^awey  from  heme  The 
long  period  whioh  is  necessary  for  after  treatment  to  permanently  eradi¬ 
cate  trachoma,  would  not  then  be  a  period  of  idleness  for  these  chil¬ 
dren.  Except  in  extreme  cases,  the  disease  doos  not  prevent  the  nee 
of  the  eyes.  The  number  of  ohildren  now  afflicted  with  trachoma 
tbowghout  the  H&vajo  country  would  fill  the  sanatariura  schools  with 
pupils  for  years  to  come.  fnerever  the  department  may  establish 
a  sanatariura  for  tuberculosis  patients,  a  school  for  children  having 
incipient  tuberculosis  could  be  provided. 

The  advantage  to  the  government  which  would  result  from  such 
a  centralisation  of  its  medical  and  educational  work  is  obvious.  To 
a  Irrgo  extent,  supplies  would  be  furnished  in  quantity  for  both  insti¬ 
tutions  and  eould  be  brought  in  at  less  expense.  A  single  water  supply 
hecting  plant  end  lighting  plant  would  serve  both  institutions.  It 
would  prevent  duplication  of  employees  in  many  instances. 

The  plan  has  the  approval  of  the  assistant  chief  of  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Education  in  the  Indian  Bureau,  who  has  given  much  study  to 
the  question  during  his  stay  on  the  reservation.  Upon  inquiry,  I  am 
informed  that  $50,000  would  furnish  and  equip  a  boarding  school  with  a 
caraoity  to  provide  for  sixty  children.  Any  plan  which  is  adopted 
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must  bo  made  upon  'broad  lines  and  it  villi  take  an  interval  of  years 
to  extend  it  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  Indians* 

The  problem  of  the  returned  student  is  a  serious  one  tmong 
the  H&v&joes*  The  boys  and  girls  who  have  been  for  years  in  school 
come  beck  to  their  people  without  a  training  for  taking  oare  of  the 
flocks,  and  are  outdone  by  those  who  remain  at  home*  They  are  for 
this  reason  more  or  less  looked  down  upon,  with  the  result  that  they 
have  no  inclination  to  continue  the  habits  of  study  and  cleanliness 
which  they  have  acquired  at  school  and  vhieh  are  not  appreciated  in  the 
hogrn.  The  effort  of  the  oia  men  of  the  tribe  is  to  keep  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  return  from  school  from  seeking  any  higher  place  then  is  en¬ 
joyed  by  other  members  of  the  family.  If  the  young  men  and  the  young 

women  of  the  tribe,  who  have  received  an  education  and  who  have  acquired 
an  appreciation  of  what  they  havo  leeraed  in  school,  intermafcriod,  the 
benefits  of  their  education  would  be  more  permanent,  but  many  of  the 

girls  upon  their  return  from  school  are  given  in  marriage  by  their  prrontt 

to  old  men  of  the  tribe,  and  many  of  the  boys  return  only  to  find  that 

they  are  required  to  marry  old  women,  or  at  beet, "camp  girls”  as  they 

are  called  -  the  uneducated  girls  of  the  hogen.  The  inevitable  result 

le  that  they  go  back  to  the  old  life.  While  returnod  students  from 

Carlyle  end  other  similar  schools  have  withstood  the  Influences  brought 

to  beer  to  bring  them  back  to  the  old  life. 

Be spect fully  submitted. 

J. Weston  Allen, 

Vice-Chairnan, 

Boston  Indian  Citizenship  commltto 
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Ihe  very  remnrxablo  statement  issued  by  Speaker  faxey 
in  tne  fAi a nniiian  of  ~ay  9th  in  no  wine  answers  the  charges  that  I 
nre- erred  against  him  in  my  letter  published  in  trie  Oklahoman  on  Lay 
Uth.  his  purported  reply  is  a  studied  effort  to  draw  into  this  con¬ 
troversy  the  General  Investigating  Committee  of  the  House  and  his 
entire  statement  is  made  as  a  defense  of  the  actions  of  that  Committee. 

X  made  no  charge  against  the  Committee,  but  my  ste  ter  ent  r;  -It  solely 
,  ith  «r»  -  »xey,  Mr,  hill  and  Mr.  *yund  as  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  not  as  members  of  a uy  committee,  Hi s  effort  to  bring  into  this 
controversy  his  colleagues  upon  the  General  lnvestig*.  ting  committee 
is  in  beeping  with  his  former  effort  in  a  controversy  between  the 
Governor  of  the  State  and  the  General  InveeU,  ating  committee  to 
oririg  into  that  situation  the  entire  membership  of  the  House.  «r. 
haxey  seems  very  averse  to  shouldering  responsibility  that  properly 
oelongs  to  mm,  but  seeks  to  bolster  himself  up  by  tying  himself  onto 
just  as  many  members  of  the  Legislature  as  he  can  poeribly  succeed  in 
doing. 

i'ma  is  a  ceutxoy  ersy  oetween  the  wOmi&is wiener  of  Charities— a 
woman  in  poor  health,  on  the  cr.e  side,  and  three  astute  lawyer  politi¬ 
cians  on  the  ether,  and  though  the  contest  mey  seem  an  unequal  one,  I 
am  willing  to  let  tne  fair-minded  people  of  thin  State,  who  know  all 
of  us,  be  jurors  and  pass  verdict  upon  us  accordingly* 

hr.  Maxey,  in  his  statement  appearing  on  I'age  two  of  the 
Okir.&oman,  says:  "within  a  few  days  hiss  hate  asked  me  to  raeet  her 
at  the  x-ae- Luchins  hotel,  wni ch  1  did  in  company  with  hr.  Hill  and 
Mr.  -yaud.  Lhe  stated  that  we  had  all  indorsed  Mr.  Montgomery  and 
that  she  wanted  to  accept  hr.  btolper*s  resignation,  but  that  she  hnd 
appointed,  or  agreed  tc  appoint  Mr.  Lockridge.  1  told  her  that  hr. 
Lockridge  was  a  good  man  and  I  thought  would  make  e  good  official,  end 
thereupon,  the  flitter  closed.  Whatever  prompted  *r.  Montgomery  to  u;ake 
the  application  Ido  not  know,  but  he  asked  me  to  indorse  him  and  1 
did,  an;,  would  endorse  him  age  in  if  ne  was  an  applicant." 

Mr.  kaxey  attempts  to  cloud  the  whole  question,  but  1 
have  dates,  facts  and  figure®  on  them,  which  he  cannot  dodge.  I 
accepted  Hr.  Gtolper's  resignation  on  tfebruery  19th,  and  iamvediately 
appointed  Judge  Lockridge,  giving  him  a  contract  from  that  day  to 
June  30th,  1913.  Montgomery  did  not  enter  the  scene  until  Judge 
Lockridge  had  been  appointed  and  was  already  engaged  in  a  case 
brought  by  this  department.  1  did  not  ask  Mr.  L&xey  to  meet  me  but 
Mr.  Montgomery,  in  order  to  show  that  lie  could  make  his  promise* 
good,  made  all  arrangements  for  Maxey,  hill  and  *y and  to  meet  me  at 
the  jL-ee-nucMins  hotel,  krankly  spading,  1  did  not  believe  that  he 
could  influence  these  men,  and  1  was.  talking  to  donator  Marlin  about 
Montgomery  when  he  appeared  and  informed  me  that  all  three  men  were 
in  a  parlor  and  ready  to  talk  to  me.  Ihe  conversation  was  just  as  1 
represented  it. 

la  my  effort  to  spar  for  time  1  asked  Mr.  Huson,  v/ho  had 
been  my  aesistant  for  several  years,  to  draw  up  a  contract,  because 
Judge  Lockridge  was  out  of  tne  City.  *hile  this  contract  would  not 
have  required  very  much  time  to  formulate,  yet  it  was  r.ot  ready  until 
the  next  night,  and  it  contained  such  provisions  in  it,  that  I  took 
it  for  granted  that  hr.  Montgomery  would  refuse  to  sign  it.  he  did 
object  to  certain  features,  and  taking  an  unsigned  copy  of  jdtx  it,  he 
told  me  that  he  wished  to  show  it  to  .  axey ,  hill  and  uyand.  After 
some  time  he  returned  and  said  that  they  were  satisfied  with  it. 
i'ni:  contract  specifically  stated .  th  it  it  -was  contingent  upon  the 
Legislature  making  an  appropriation  for  my  liepartment. 

Mr.  ..axey  in  his  statement  ays  that  he  op  ioeed  the  creation 
of  an  attorney  for  my  Lepartment  "because  l  knew  it  was  absolutely 
useless  and  was  merely  another  barnacle  on  the  Stnir.-  Government." 


*ill  Dr.  ,ax«y  explain  to  the  people  of  Oklahoma  why  he  endorced  i.r. 
Montgomery  or  any  other  man  for  a  position  which  he  honestly  believed 
was  an  imposition  upon  the  tax-payers  of  this  btate?  Li  he  was  candid 
in  his  contenti on  that  this  position  was  a  useless  one,  ms  duty 
as  a  citizen  of  trie  State  and  certainly  nis  duty  a  s  a  representative 
of  the  people  of  nis  county  would  have  precluded  him  from  endorsing 
anyone  for  the  position. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  kr.  Laxey  and  fortunate  for  me  that 
he  has  made  plain  to  the  people  of  this  State  his  feeling  toward  ay 
Department,  ky  Department  must  soon  be  investigated  by  a  uoimnittee 
of ^ which  he  is  the  Chairman,  the  people  of  the  btate  expect  J-hat  the 
investigation  shall  be  open  and  fair  and  hr.  kaxey  in  his  statement 
says  that  it  will  be  fair. 

itr.  kaxey  further  says  that  the  General  investigating 
Committee  has  made  no  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  my  Department, 
and  yet  in  his  ***4x  concluding  paragraph  he  charges  me  wittri  Wing 
KUil'ty  of  malfeasance  ana  misfeasance  in  oi.ice.  i  submit  to  t..a 
fair-minded  -eople  of  this  State  that  it  is  not  only  unfair  but  un-Amer- 
ican  for  a  man  to  make  such  a  charge  ag&inot  a  public  official  and 
then  in  secret,  behind  locked  doors,  to  sit-in  judgment  upon  tne 
accuracy  end  truthfulness  of  such  charges.  This,  however,  to  *£• 
kaxey  seems  to  be  perfectly  proper  and  is  in  keeping  with  ms  official 
conduct  from  the  time  he  came  to  Oklahoma  City  in  January  until  this 
good  hour. 

i*exey'8  attempt  to  shift  responsibilities  from  his  own 
shoulders  to  that  of  the  entire  General  investigating  Committee 
will  riot  divert  me  from  the  true  issue  in  this  case.  There  are  many 
good  men  on  the  Committee — men  who  have  shrunk  from  the  star-chamber 
methods  pursued  by  hr.  kaxey.  1  do  not  believe  that  these  ;en 
will  become  prejudiced  against  my  Deportment  because  1  have  made 
this  charge  that  i&axey,  hill  and  wyand  have  attempted  to  carry  out 
a  concerted  -Ian  of  wrecking  the  Deportment  of  Charities  and  Correc¬ 
tions.  1  am  not  only  willing  but  anxious  that  my  Department  be  in¬ 
vestigated,  but  it  certainly  makes  me  tremble  when  X  think  that  at 
least  three  men  on  this  Committee  are  ray  enemies,  and  that  they 
would  nursue  the  most  high-hanaed  methods  in  trying  to  suppress  me 
rnd  the  great  work  my  Department  has  done  in  behalf  f  the  poor, 
the  unfortunate  anti  helpless  classes. 

One  of  the  slogans  of  the  Democrat  prrty  has  been 
"Det  the  oeople  know**,  and  although  1  am  a  sick  woman  now.  I  iee* 
that  1  wiil  be  ell  enough  soon  to  let  the  people  know  how  a  small 
but  determined  gang  of  men  have  attempted  toruthlcasly  kill  the  only 
Department  that  the  poor  and  unfortunate  classes  can  look  to  for 
protecti on. 

CRALLxDCii  X.AXKY,  HILL  AED  fi-YAKD  TO  D**T  US¬ 
As  soon  as  1  am  able  to  be  up  again,  I  challenge  kaxey. 

Hill  and  wyand,  individually  or  collectively,  to  meet  re  before  any 
audience  in  Oklahoma,  to  discuss  this  whole  matter.  Do  one  who  is 
capable  of  reasoning  at  all  will  believe  that  this  determined  fight 
has  been  .made  on  the  Department  of  Charities  because  it  has  not  done 
work  of  any  value.  Indeed,  all  who  will  read  my  annual  report  will 
understand  tnat  this  fight  is  made  because  I  really  have  done  things, 
and  these  tilings  have  caused  tne  grafters  to  lose  their  spoil. 

If  the  present  scheme  of  these  ...en  goes  through  my  Department 
will  be  so  crippled  that  it  will  not  have  sufficient  funds  to  carry 
on  the  ordinary  correspondence  of  the  office  and  it  will  maite  it 
impossible  for  answers  to  bo  returned  to  all  who  anneal  to  ae  for 
help,  Meanwhile  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  tne  gralters  will  continue 
to  poison  tno  public  mind  and  attempt  to  discredit  -e  before  the 
pi-ople  r,d  1  .ill  be  helpless  either  through  the  x*k±xk  oublicntion 
of  iur  regular  monthly  bulletin  or  through  a  naatm  hostile  press  to 
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let  the  people  know  the  real  facts,  ifivery  one  who  hoe  known  me 
all  these  years  will  understand.  tJiat  toy  present  ill  health  has 
teen  caused  by  my  incessant  lab  of  8  before  the  i’irst,  second  and 
Third  Legislature  to  have  enacted  laws  for  the  protection  of  the 
Lelplen' ,  the  debt-ridden  and  the  laboring  classes  of  the  state. 

Ihey  will  *r;ow  that  although  it  hss  ssp  ’cd  my  vitality,  X  have  stood 
for  proper  appropriations  for  our  institutions,  because  in  them  arc 
housed  the  Insane,  the  feeble-minded,  the  orphans,  and  the  convicts 
of  the  State. 

1  believe  in  a  just  God  and  run  firmly  of  the  opinion  that 
he  will  give  me  strength  to  make  a  state-wide  campaign  which  will 
caps®  the  dispersal  of  gangs  of  grafters  and  all  other  enemies  to 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  Oklahoma. 


ssas 

X  am  sorry  that  X  waatoo  ill  to  get  the  facts  before 

the  Members  until  this  time,  but  even  now  I  am  working  with  a  fever 
and  against  the  Doctor's  orders. 


PHILLIPS  ACADEMY 

DEPARTMENT  OF 

American  Archaeology  archaeological  expedition  to  Maine. 

CHARLES  PEABODY,  HONORARY  DIRECTOR 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD,  CURATOR,  in  ch»rg«  of  expedition 
FRANCIS  B.  MANNING,  PHOTOGRAPHER  and  ASSISTANT 
ERNEST  O.  SUGDEN,  SURVEYOR 


In  Camp  near 


address  Andover,  Mass.,  and  my  clerk  will  forward.) 
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Andover,  Mass.,  June  9,  1913. 

'o nor  able  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

c-o  American  Express  Company, 

11  Rue  Sc rile, 

Paris,  Prance. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  have  a  long  letter  to  write  to  you.  I  am  sending  a  carbon 
copy  to  Chicago  in  case  you  arrive  home  before  this  letter  reaches 
jo u  in  Paris. 

It  is  a  miracle  that  I  am  not  broken  down  with  all  that  I 
have  had  to  do  in  this  Indian  Service  since  I  started  for  Wash¬ 
ington  the  middle  of  March,  this  year.  I  am  going  to  Maine  Sat¬ 
urday  to  explore  during  the  summer,  having  in  charge  a  party  of 
ten  men.  I  send  you  two  copies  of  my  brief  report  "The  Red  Paint 
People",  one  to  Paris  and  the  other  to  Chicago.  Mail  addressed 
to  me  here  at  Andover  will  be  forwarded  by  my  Secretary. 

I  have  written  you  a  number  of  letters  and  sent  you  a  number 
of  reports  covering  the  Oklahoma  situation.  That  I  now  have  to 

V 

say  is  the  nature  of  a  synopsis.  I  wish  I  could  see  you  and 
have  a  long  talk.  I  must  try  to  arrange  this  before  our  meeting 


at  Lake  Ho  honk  next  October.  In  some  respects  I  arn  greatly  encour¬ 
aged,  otherwise,  I  am  discouraged.  Nobody  has  denied  any  of  the 
facts  made  public,  nobody  has  refused  to  believe  that  an  intoler¬ 
able  situation  exists.  Mr.  Mott  and  myself  are  the  only  two  men 
who  have  taken  radical  action  in  behalf  of  the  Indians. 

When  I  went  to  Oklahoma  I  acted  as  official  representative  of 
our  Board.  The  Board  had  but  $100,  but  through  your  kind  promise, 
your  Chicago  firm  sent  me  (;700 .  I  have  vouchers  for  all  of  this 
money  here  at  Andover  and  hold  sane  ready  to  be  sent  to  you  as 
soon  as  you  return. 

As  previously  written  you,  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  and 
myself  (I  representing  the  Boston  Citizenship  Committee  and  the 
Indian  League)  appeared  before  the  President  the  middle  of  March. 

He  gave  us  good  interview  and  showed  an  interest  in  the  condition 
of  the  Indains.  He  asked  me  to  report  to  him  on  Oklahoma  condi¬ 
tions.  So  did  Secretary  Lane,  who  gave  me  half  an  hour.  I  went 
to  Oklahoma,  traveled  all  through  the  Indian  country,  sent  Allen 
on  side  trips.  The  officials  cooperated  with  us  and  afforded  us 
every  facility  and  went  about  writh  us. 

When  I  returned  I  found  that  Secretary  Phillips  had  left  and  a 
green  stenographer  was  trying  to  handle  our  business  in  Washington. 
Confidentially (between  ourselves)  while  this  girl  did  the  best  she 
could,  we  are  sadly  in  need  of  a  Secretary.  I  found  that  instead 
of  changing  my  reports,  that  this  girl  had  been  laboriously  copying 
them  and  sending  them  to  the  newspapers.  She  kept  this  up  for 
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some  time.  My  re  or ts  were  made  rather  in  the  form  of  essafe^as 

C it  v  A 

I  know  Chairman  Vaux  is  a  stickler  for  the  exact  iosation,  page  and 
paragraph,  etc.  etc.  Therefore  I  made  the  reports  to  him  legally 

accurate.  Vaux  should  have  changed  these  and  made  them  available 

_  0u4 

for  newspapers  as  live  news  items,  f&f&r you  and  Commissioner  Knox 
and  myself  suggested  at  the  meetin-  last  January.  I  could  not 
complain  to  Vaux,  although  I  wrote  to  Phillips  that  the  publicity 
campaign  was  not  handled  to  my  satisfaction. 

We  were  face  to  face  with  a  crisis.  If  I  did  not  take  hold 
of  the  publicity  campaign,  it  would  end  in  a  fizzle.  I  asked 
Vaux  to  publish  my  final  report  to  him  (copy  of  which  was  sent  to 
you  at  Paris) .  Tie  said  the  matter  would  have  to  lie  over.  I 
therefore  prepared  the  manuscript  of  the  report  which  was  mailed 
to  you  two  weeks  ago  and  additional  copy  of  which  is  sent  under 
another  cover.  I  paid  for  2,000  of  these  myself.  The  reason  that 
I  issued  this  psj.  phlet  was  because  if  the  facts  were  not  set  before 
the  public,  in  a  proper  manner,  I  would  lose  out  on  the  Oklahoma 
trip.  I  knew  that  if  you  were  here  you  would  approve  of  what  has 
been  done. 

Mr.  Kelsey,  Superintendent  of  the  Indian  affairs  in  Oklahoma, 
Wright,  Commissioner  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  and  Mott, 
attorney  for  the  Creeks,  and  TTurley,  attorney  for  the  Choctaw, 
looked  over  this  report  before  it  was  published  and  verified  the 
facts. 
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I  have  received  a  number  of  letters  from  Congressmen,  many 
letters  from  missionaries  and  ministers  and  many  newspaper  notices 
regarding  the  report.  It  has  not  brought  about  any  bitter  denun¬ 
ciation,  but  on  the  contrary  has  done  great  good.  It  is  the  only 
way  to  save  the  Indian. 

The  Indian  Service  is  in  a  most  lamentable  state.  Inspector 
Linnen  met  me  in  Hew  York  two  months  ago  and  I  had  a  satisfactory 
interview  wi th  him.  Inspector  Linnen  has  been  riven  a  desk  near 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  when  he  is  not  in  the  field  he 
is  to  be  in  Washington  to  consult  with  the  Secretary.  This  is  an 
excellent  thing  as  Linnen  above  all  other  men  knows  what  is  needed 
in  the  Indian  Service. 

Up  to  the  present  writing  the  appropriation  bill  has  not 
passed  Congress.  They  are  holding  it  up  out  of  spite.  Senator 
Owen  of  Oklahoma  said  that  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  should 
be  abolished  and  offered  resolution  to  that  effect.  'J 
President,  in  the  Chair,  informed  him  that  as  the  President  appoint¬ 
ed  us  the  Senate  had  no  authority  to  remove  us. 

I  am  now  sending  several  hundred  copies  of  the  report  to  the 
Congregational,  Baptist  and  Ilethodist  ministers  of  Oklahoma  in 
order  that,  they  '.ill  take  up  the  cause  in  their  churches. 

I  paid  the  publishers  $185.  for  printing  these  2,000  cop¬ 
ies.  I  have  raised  $55.  among  friends  in  Boston.  The  remainder 
I  have  to  stand  for  myself.  I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if 
you  would,  divide  the  loss  with  me.  I  used  a  little  of  my  own  money 
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on  the  Oklahoma,  trip,  hut  feel  it  no  more  than  right  that  I  should 
contribute  my  part  toward  the  investigation. 

hr.  Allen  made  an  investigation  of  the  Havajo  Indians  cover¬ 
ing  three  weeks.  The  Indian  Industries  League  of  Boston  contributed 
the  money  for  this  purpose.  Allen  did  not  use  any  of  your  money 
outside  of  Oklahoma.  He  also  paid  out  some  of  his  own  money  for 
the  good  of  the  cause. 

I  have  received  personal  letters  from  a  number  of  the  employees 
in  the  Indian  Service  who  stated  that  the  publication  of  the  report 
is  one  of  the  best  things  that  has  ever  happened  and  admit  a 
lamentable  state  of  affairs  in  the  Service.  Being  employed  by  the 
Indian  Office,  these  men  cannot  properly  object  to  what  is  going 
on,  although  they  privately  admit  that  all  our  contentions  are  true. 

I  trust  that  you  have  had  pleasant  time  and  will  return  re¬ 
freshed  in  mind  and  body.  Kindly  remember  me  to  lira.  Ayer. 

Dorsey  has  purchased  from  us  for  the  Field  Museum  a  large 
collection  of  Hew  England  archaeological  specimens  amounting  to 
§600.  We  sold  a  portion  of  our  collection  to  obtain  money  to 
continue  our  Maine  work  on  a  larger  scale.  I  have  told  Dorsey 
that  if  there  is  not  enough  in  the  collection  sent  him,  that  I 
shall  be  glad  to  ship  him  some  more  at  the  end  of  our  season  next 
September  without  additional  expense. 

With  bent  wishes  and  many  thank' ,  I  am, 


Andver,  Mass.,  June  9,  1913. 

$ 

'on or  able  Jdv/ard  E.  Ayer , 

c-o  American  Express  Company, 

11  Hue  Scribe, 

Paris,  Prance. 

c j;-,r  ..  .  Ayer: 

I  h  aye  a  long  letter  to  write  to  you.  I  am  sending  a  carbon 
copy  to  Chicago  in  case  you  arrive  home  before  this  letter  reachej 
you  in  Paris. 

.  It  is  a  miracle  that  I  am  not  broken  down  with  all  that  I 
have  had  to  do  in  this  Indian  Service  since  I  started  for  Wash- 
middle  of  Karehg  thle  year . .  I  am  go inp  to  Maine  Sat- 
urchv  uo  explore  during  the  summ  >r,  having  in  charge  e.  -arty  of 
ten  men.  I  send  you  tw<  brief  report  "The  hod  Paint 

People*,  one  to  Paris  and  the  other  to  Chicago.  Mail  addressed 
to  me  here  at  Andover  will  be  forwarded  by  my  Secretary, 

I  have  written  you  a  number  of  letters  and  sent  you  a  n  bar 
of  reports  covering  the  Oklahoma  situation.  What  I  her  have  t'o 
say  is  oQt  the  nature  of  a  synopsis.  I  wish  I  could  fir.;  you  and 
have  a  long  talk.  I  must  try  to  arrange  this  before. our  meeting 


at  Lake  Mohonk  next  October,  In  some  respects  I  ask  greatly  encour¬ 
aged,  5,  I  am  dl  i,  Robo&y  lias  denied  any  of  the 

facte  made  public ,  nobody  has  refused  to  believe  that  an  intoler- 
■.tion  exist*.  Ifr.  Hott  and  myself  are  the  only  two  Men 
who  have  taken  radical  action  in  behalf  of  the  Indians, 

When  I  vent  to  Oklahoma  I  acted  as  official  representative  of 
our  Board.  The  Board  had  but  $100 ,  but  through  your  kind  promise, 
your  C  ioago  firm  senthne  $700*  I  have  vouchers  for  all  of  this 
money  hare  at  Andover  and  hold  sene  ready  to  be  sent  to  you  as 
soon  as  you  return.  • 

As  previously  written  yo  ,  the  I  i&n  Rights  Association,  and 
(I  resentj  3  ]  t<  Cltizenshi]  C<  .  ilttee  and  the 

)  i  1  oh* 

He  gave  us  good  interview  and  showed  an  interest  in  the  condition 
Ins ,  1  on 
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to  CklrC  /  ,  traveled  11  thr-vy"-  the  Indian  r  o  ur.tr;  ,  -  i  Allen 

trips. 

. 

When  I  returned  I  'ound  that  Secretary  Phillips  had  left  and  a 
green  stenographer  was  trying  to  handle  our  business  in  Was'  ington. 

Uj  ( 

. 

of  changing  my  reports,  that  this  girl  had  been  labor:.  <sly  copying 
them  and  sending  then  to  the  newspapers .  Shu  kept  this  u 
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tone  time*  reports  were  made  rath  r  in  the  form  of  cssasy  as 

dJt  ^ 

I  knot/  Chairman  Voux  is  a  stickler  for  the  exact  JEs*  ",  age  and 

,  .  etc.  Therefore  I  made  the  reports  to  him  legally 

aco  irate,  Vaux  should  have  changed  these  and  mad®  them  available 

C&J 

for  newspapers  as  live  news  items,  a#?’.  you  and  Commie si oner  Knox 
end  myself  suggested  at  the  meeting  last  January.  I  could  not 
complain  to  Vaux,  although  I  wrote  to  Thlllips  that  t* -  a  publicity 
campaign  was  not  handled  to  ray  satisfaction* 

crisis .  If  I 

hlici  .  in  ■ 

Vaux  to  publish  ny  find  report  to  him  (copy  of  which  "as  sent  to 
Paris) .  .  I 

therefore  prepared  the  manuocr  Ipt '  of  the  report  which  was  mailed 
to  ou  two  weeks  ago  and  additional  copy  of  which  is  sent  under 

• 

I  is:  red  this  hist  was  because  if  the  facts  were  not  set  before 
the  public,  in  a  proper  manner,  I  would  loco  out  on  the  Oklahoma 
.  I  t  if  here  i  ould  ap  r  ve  of  what .had 

’one*. 

%  Kelsey,  :1  ec  , 

t,  CO]  is  loner  of  the  Pive  Civilised  Tribes,  and  ott# 
attorns;;  for  the  Creeks,  and  yktrley ,  attorney  for.  the  Choctaw, 
looked  over  this  report  before  it  was  "'.hlicted  and  verified  the 


facts 
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I  have  received  a  number  of  letters  fro. .  Congressmen,  many 
letters  from  missionaries  and  ministers  tnd  man;  ne wspape.r  notices 
In/  t3  a  report.  It  has  not  brought  about  any  bitter  denun- 

.  iy 

v/y  to  save  tie  Indian. 

fries  Is  in  a  most  lamentable  stats#  Inspector 
Linn  on.  met  me  in  New  York  two  tenths  ago  and  I  lid.  a  satisfactory 

. 

tlie  g-3cro tar.  of  the  I.ni.e-r  or,  d  when  he  is  not  in  tie.  field  he 
•  ington  to  consult  ’  ith  the  Secretar;  .  This  is  an 
excellent  thing  as  Linnen  above  all  of  -  men  >no'  3  what  is  needed 
in  the  Indian.  Service. 

Up  to  the  present  v/ritir.  ■  the  appropriation  bill  has  not 
ng  »ss|  They  are  holding  it  up  out  of  spite.  Senator 
Oven  of  Oklahoma  said  that  the  Board  of  Indian  C< ■  : iisB.l"iiers  sriould 

President,  in  th  :  C’ur"  ,  inf<  rned  hi.  that  us  th  r  esitn;  t  a:  oint- 
od  us  the  ; •  "  . ..  hud  no  an;.’:,  rity  to  u:  ovo  us, 

*  I  am  now  sending  several  hundred  copier.;  cf  the  report  to  the 
Congregational,  Baptist  and  If’  odist  minis  t-  e  of  Oklahoma  in 

. 

I  .  p''00 

Boston. 

I  have  to  stand  for  myself.  I  would  ip  reoiat 

.1  used  a  lit  tie  of  my  own  money 
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on  the  Oklahoma  trip,  but  feel  it  no  mo  “e  than  right  that  I  should 
contribute  my  part  tov/ard  the  investigation. 

Tf  Allen  made  an  invest!  a  'Navajo  Indiana  cover¬ 

ing  three  weeks.  The  Indian  Industries  League  of  Boston  contributed 
oney  for  this  purpose.  Allen  did  not  use  any  of  your  money 
outside  of  Oklahoma.  He  also  paid  out  some  of  his  own  money  for 
the  good  of  the  cause. 

I  have  received  personal  letters  from  a  number  of  the  employees 
in  the  Indian  Service  who  stated  that  the  publication  of  the  report 
is  one  of  the  best  things  that  has  ever  happened  and  admit  a 
lamentable  state  of  affairs  in  the  Service.  Being  employed  "by  the 
Indian  Office,  these  men  cannot  properly ‘object  to  what  is  going 
on,  although  they  privately  admit  that  all  our  contentions  are  true . 
I  trust  that  you  have  had  pleasant  time  and  will  return  re- 
ied  in  min<  .  . 

.Dorsey  has  purchased  fro1"  us  for  the  Field  Museum  a  large 
collection  of  Hew  ling land  archaeological  specimens  amounting  to 
v600.  V.‘j  sola  a  portion  of  our  collection  to  obtain  money  to 
continue  our  L'aine  work  on  a  larger  scale.  I  have  to! 
that  if  there  is  not  enough  in  the  collection  sent  hir.,  that  I 
shall  be  glad  to  ship  him  some  more  at  the  end  of  our  season  next 
September  without  additional  expense. 

hi. tli  best  wishes  and  many  thanks,  I  am, 


Very  cordially  y—srs 


°"7 
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REGULATIONS. 

For  selling  certain  timber  on  the  Apache  'and;  £  it  craven 
National  Forests,  Arizona,  and  on  the  Port  Apache  Indian 
Reservation ,  Arizona . 


The  following  regulations  are  hereby  prescribed,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  sict  of  June  4,  1897  (30  Stat,  L.  , 
11),  and  of  the  act  of  June  25,  1910  (36  Stat.  L.  ,  855,  85r<  •) ,  for 
the  sale  of  certain  timber  herein  described  upon  the  Apache  and 
Sit greaves  National  Forests,  and  upon  the  Port  Apache  Indian  Reser¬ 
vation,  Arizona. 

1.  The  term  "officer  in  charge"  whenever  used  in  these  regu¬ 
lations,  or  the  contracts  which  shall  be  made  in  connection  there¬ 
with,  signifies  the  officer  of  the  Forest  Service  who  shall  be  des¬ 
ignated  by  the  Forester  of  the  Forest  Service  to  supervise  timber 
operations,  under  these  regulations,  upon  the  Nat ional.  Forests ,  or 
the  officer  designated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
supervise  timber  operations  on  the  Indian  reservation. 

2,  The  sale  includes  an  area  of  approximately  210,000  acres 

to  be  plainly  designated  on  the  ground  before  cutting  begins,  with¬ 
in  approximately  Ts.  8,  Sir,  9  and  10  N.  ,  R.  23  E.  ;  Ts.  8,  9,  and  10 

N. ,  R.  24  E. ;  Ts.  7 ,  8,  9,  and  10  N. ,  R.  25  E. ;  Ts.  7 ,  7i,  8,  a:*l  9 

N. ,  R.  26  E. ;  and  Ts.  8  and  9  N. ,  R.  27  E. j  Gila  and  Salt  River 

Meridian.  The  sale  area  is  further  defined  as  follows:  Bounded  on 

the  Vest  by  an  approximate  north  and  south  line  extending  from  the 
northern  limit  of  yellow  pine  through  P.qrter  Mountain  and  Blue 


-2- 

Hidge  to  the  rim  of  Corduroy  Canyon;  thence  SE  to  Cooley  Mountain  and 
east  along  the  rim  of  the  North  Fork  of  White  River  to  a  point  about 

one  mile  north-vest  of  the  junction  of  Snake  and  Paradise  creeks; 
thence  southeasterly  along  slope  west  of  Paradise  Creek  to  North  line 
of  Engelmann  Spruce  type;  thence  in  east  and  northeasterly  direc¬ 
tion  along  north  line  of  Spruce  type  to  east  line  of  Indian  reser¬ 
vation;  thence  easterly  to  the  boundary  of  the  Apache  National 
Forest;  thence  NE  including  the  timber  west  and  north  of  Sheep 
Springs  and  north  of  Apache  Ranger  Station  and  Fish  Creek  to 
the  top  of  the  steep  slope  facing  northeast  extending  toward  the 
Little  Colorado  River;  thence  NW  along  the  top  of  this  slope 
to  the  Cerro  Trigo  range  to  the  northern  limit  of  yellow  pine 
and  west  to  the  point  of  starting.  The  boundaries  of  the  part 
of  this  area  which  is  within  the  Indian  reservation,  for  which  a 
separate  bid  must  be  made  and  a  separate  contract  executed,  may  be 
defined  as  follows;  Beginning  at  a  point  on  reservation  line  due 
south  of  Pinetop,  Arizona,  in  township  8 \  north,  range  23  east,  S. 

R.  M*  ,  thence  in  west  and  southwesterly  direction  to  rim  on  north 
side  of  Corduroy  Creek  north  of  Amos  Ranch;  thence  along  the  north 
side  of  Corduroy  Creek  to  the  Cooley  Ranch  on  Holbrook  and  Fort 
Apache  road;  thence  in  east  and  southeasterly  direction  on  east 

side  of  Cooley  Mountain  to  rim  of  White  River  Canyon;  thence  in 
northeast  and  easterly  direction  along  the  north  side  of  White  River 
to  a  point  approximately  one  mile  northwest  of  the  junction  of  Snake 
and  Paradise  Creeks;  thence  in  southeasterly  direction  along  the 
southwest  side  of  Paradise  Creek  to  the  north  line  of  Engelmann  Spruce 
type;  thence  in  east  and  northeasterly  direction  along  the  north 
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line  of  Sppuce  type  to  the  east  line  of  reservation;  thence  in 
northwest  and  westerly  direction  along  the  north  line  of  reserva¬ 
tion  to  point  of  beginning,  and  consisting  of  approximately  85,000 
acres . 

The  sale  includes  all  of  the  merchantable  dead  timber  stand¬ 
ing  or  down  upon  the  area  designated;  and  approximately  06  2/3  per 
cent  of  the  merchantable  live  timber,  to  be  designated  and  marked 
for  cutting  by  the  officer  in  charge.  The  timber  to  be  removed  from 
the  area  above  designated  and  in  accordance  with  the  percentage  ^bo-ce 
given  is  estimated  at  approximately  630,000,000  feet  board  measure, 
of  which  600,000,000  is  western  yellow  pine,  20,000,000  feet  Douglas 
fir,  6,500,000  feet  white  fir,  1,500,000  feet  Engelrcaam  spruce , 
1,000,000  white  pine  and  1,900,000  feet  blue  spruce  and  corkbark  fir, 
saw  and  tie  timber,  log  scale.  The  amount  of  timber  for  sale  within 
the  Indian  reservation  is  approximately  330,000,000  board  feet  add 
it  is  practically  all  western  yellow  pine. 

3.  The  timber  will  be  sold  under  sealed  bids  after  adver¬ 
tisement  for  45  days.  All  bids  shall  be  submitted  in  duplicate  and 
separate  bids  shall  be  submitted  for  the  timber  on  the  National 
Forests  and  on  the  Indian  reservation.  Each  bid  shall  state  the 
amount  per  thousand  feet  offered.  The  bid  for  the  timber  on  the 
National  Forests  shall  be  addressed  to  the  Forester,  Forest  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  be  accompnaied  by  evidence  of  a  deposit  of 
$5,000  with  the  First  National  Bank  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The 
bid  for  the  timber  on  the  Indian  reservation  shall  be  addressed  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  be  ac-com 
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companied  by  a  certified  check  on  a  solvent  national  bank  in  favor 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Port  Apache  Indian  School  in  the  amount 
of  $5,000.  The  deposits  may  be  retained  as  forfeits  if  the  bids  are 
accepted  and  the  bonds  and  agreements  required  by  these  regulations 
are  not  furnished  within  SO  days  from  the  dates  when  the  respective 
bids  are  accepted;  the  deposits  will  be  returned  if  the  bids  are  re¬ 
jected.  ITo  bid  of  less  than  $2.50  per  thousand  feet  board  measure 
for  the  first  five  years  of  each  contract  and  $3.00  per  thousand 
feet  board  measure  for  the  second  five  years  of  each  contract,  will 
be  considered.  The  right  to  waive  technical  defects  in  the  adver¬ 
tisements  and  bids  and  to  reject  any  and  all  bids  is  reserved. 

4.  A  period  of  10  years  will  be  allowed  for  the  cutting  of 
the  timber  covered  by  the  contracts,  exclusive  of  the  cutting  of 
railroad  ties  and  other  timbers  required  in  the  construction  of  im¬ 
provements  in  connection  with  the  sale.  A  maximum  period  of  tv/o 
years  will  be  allowed  from  the  date  the  contract  is  executed  by  ihe 
purchaser  for  the  construction  of  railroads,  mills,  and  other  im¬ 
provements  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  before  beginning  the  cut¬ 
ting  of  timber  for  sale  thereunder.  The  contracts  will  extend  for 
a  period  of  ten  years  from  the  expiration  of  the  two-year  period 
allowed  for  such  construction,  provided,  however,  that  if  such  con¬ 
struction  is  completed,  or  the  cutting  of  timber  for  sale  begins 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  fewo-year  period  allowed  for  construc¬ 
tion  purposes,  then  the  date  when  the  ten-year  period  begins  shall 
be  the  date  on  which  such  construction  is  completed  or  cutting  is 
initiated^, .  The  cutting  of  railroad  ties  and  other  material  for 
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construction  purposes  during  the  two-year  period  will  be  permitted, 
subject  to  the  terms  herein  specified. 

5.  Hot  less  than  3(3,000,000  feet  board  measure  will  be  paid 
for,  cut  and  removed  under  each  contract  during  the  first  two  years 
of  the  ten-year  cutting  period,  and  not  less  than  20,000,000  feet 
bibard  measure  under  each  contract  during  the  third  year  and  during 
each  succeeding  year  of  the  contract  period.  Hot  more  than 
35,000,000  feet  shall  be  cut  upon  the  Indian  reservation  during  any 
one  year  of  the  first  five-year  cutting  period. 

6.  The  timber  will  be  paid  for  in  advance  payments  of  not 
less  than  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($12,500)  on  each 
contract  when  called  for  by  the  officer  in  charge.  Amounts  de¬ 
posited  with  bids,  or  otherwise,  will  be  credited  against  the  first 
payment.  The  amounts  paid  for  timber  on  the  national  Forests  shall 
be  deposited  with  the  First  national  Bank  of  Albuquerque,  Hew  Mexico 
(United  States  depository),  or  such  depository  of  officer  as  may  here¬ 
after  be  designated,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of t he  United  States 
The  amounts  paid  for  timber  on  the  Indian  reservation  shall  be  made, 
in  the  form  of  certified  checks  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Fort  Apache  Indian  School. 

7.  Timber  upon  valid  claims  and  all  timber  to  which  there 
exists  a  valid  claim  under  contracts  with  the  Forest  Service  is 
exempted  from  sale. 

8.  Ho  timber  will  be  cut  or  removed  until  it  has  been  paid 
for  and  scaled,  measured,  or  counted  by  the  officer  in  charge. 
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9.  No  timber  will  be  cut  except  from  the  area  specified 
by  the  officer  in  charge.  No  live  timber  will  be  cut  except  that 
marked  or  otherwise  designated  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

10.  All  merchantable  timber  used  in  buildings,  skidways , 
bridges,  construction  of  roads,  or  other  improvements  will  be  paid 
for  at  the  contract  price,  except  as  provided  under  61ause  21. 

11.  No  unnecessary  damage  will  be  done  to  young  growth  or 
to  trees  left  standing,  and  no  trees  shall  be  left  lodged  in  the 
process  of  felling.  Unmarked  trees  that  are  badly  damaged  during 
the  process  of  logging  will  be  cut  if  required  by  the  officer  in 
charge,  and  when  such  damage  is  due  to  carelessness,  will  be  paid 
for  at  twice  the  price  fixed  by  the  contract. 

12.  No  stumps  will  be  cut  higher  than  16  inches,  lower  when 
possible,  and  so  as  to  cause  the  least  possible  waste.  Exceptions 
in  the  height  of  stumps  may  be  made  in  the  discretion  of  the  officer 
in  charge  in  the  case  of  swellbutted  or  otherwise  defective  trees; 
but  the  stumps  will  be  cut  low  enough  to  utilize  the  whole  of  their 
merchantable  contents. 

13.  All  trees  cut  will  be  utilized  to  a  diameter  of  eight 
inches  in  the  tops,  smaller  when  practicable,  and  the  log  lengths 
so  varied  as  to  make  this  possible. 

14.  Tops  will  be  lopped  and  all  brush  piled,  compactly  at  a 
safe  distance  from  living  trees  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  direct¬ 
ed  by  thd  officer  in  charge.  "When  required  by  the  officer  in  charge 
the  brush  and  slash  shall  be  burned  by  the  purchaser  at  such  times 
and  under  such  precautions  as  the  officer  in  charge  may  prescribe. 
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15.  The  timber  will  be  scaled  by  competent  scalers  selected 
either  by  the  Forester  of  the  Forest  Service  or  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  according  as  the  timber  to  be  scaled  is  cut  from 
the  National  Forests  or  Indian  reservation.  Timber  will  be  scaled 
by  the-  Scribner  rule  Decimal  C,  or  counted  or  measured  as  specifi¬ 
cally  provided  in  the  contract,  and  if  required  by  the  officer  in 
charge,  will  be  piled  or  skidded  for  scaling  as  he  may  direct.  The 
maximum  scaling  length  of  all  logs  will  be  15  feet ,  greater  lengths 
will  be  scaled  as  two  or  more  logs;  upon  all  logs  three  inches  ad¬ 
ditional  length  will  be  allowed  for  trimming;  logs  over-running  the 
specified  length  will  be  scaled  as  two  feet  longer.  Logs  containing 
not  less  than  33  l/3  per  cent  of  merchantable  timber  of  any  saleable 
grade  will  be  considered  merchantable.  All  dead  or  marked  green 
trees  which  contain  one  or  more  merchantable  logs  will  be  cut.  Hewn 
railroad  ties  whose  widest  diameter  inside  the  bark  at  the  small  end 
exceeds  12  inches  will  be  scaled;  smaller  hewn  ties  will  be  counted 
and  30  ties  considered  equivalent  to  1,000  feet  board  measure.  Diam¬ 
eters  will  be  measured  inside  the  bark  at  the  top  of  the  log  and 
recorded  at  the  nearest  inch  above  or  below  the  actual  diameter. 

16.  All  cutting  shall  be  done  with  a  saw  when  possible.  Un¬ 
marked  living  trees  which  are  cut,  marked  trees  or  merchantable  dead 
timber  left  uncut,  timber  wasted  in  tops,  stumps,  and  pattially 
sound  logs,  trees  left  lodged  in  the  process  of  felling,  and  any 
timber  merchantable  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  which  is 
cut  and  not  removed  from  the  sale  area  after  logging  on  that  portion 
of  the  sale  area  is  completed,  or  is  left  within  any  part  of  the 
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sale  area  after  the  expiration  of  the  contract,  shall  be  scaled  and 
paid  for  at  double  the  contract  price.  Both  dead  and  marked  green 
trees  considered  a  fire  menace  by  the  officer  in  charge  will  be 
fel-Led,  but  only  such  portions  of  them  as  are  merchantable  under 
ohe  terms  of  the  contract  need  be  logged  and  paid  for.  This  does 
not  include  trees  or  stubs  too  short  or  too  small  to  be  merchantable 
under  the  contract  and  does  not  apply  to  areas  which  the  purchaser 
is  not  required  to  cut  over  for  green  timber. 

17.  During  the  contract  period  the  purchaser  and  all  of  his 
employees,  subcontractors,  and  employees  of  subcontractors  shall  do 
all  in  their  power,  both  independently  and  upon  the  request  of  Fed¬ 
eral  officers,  to  prevent  and  suppress  forest  fires.  Unless  pre¬ 
vented  by  circumstances  beyond  his  control,  the  purchaser,  together 
with  his  employees,  subcontractors,  and  employees  of  subcontractors, 
will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  any  authorized  officer  of  the 
Forest  Service  of  the  Indian  Service  for  the  purpose  of  fighting 
forest  fires,  provided  that  if  the  fire  does  not  threaten  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  purchaser  or  the  area  embraced  in  the  contract  he  shall 
be  reimbursed  for  services  so  rendered,  unless  the  purchaser  is 
directly  cf  indirectly  responsible  for  the  origin  of  the  fire. 

18.  So  far  as  is  Reasonable,  all  branches  of  the  logging 
shall  keep  pace  with  one  another,  and  in  no  instance  shall  the  brush 
disposal  be  allowed  to  fall  behind  the  cutting,  except  when  the 
depth  of  snow  or  other  adequate  reason  makes  proper  disposal  im¬ 
possible,  when  the  disposal  of  brush  may  with  the  written  consent 

of  the  officer  in  charge  be  postponed  until  conditions  are  more 
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favorable.  Operations  shall.  be  continued  on  each  unit  of  the  sale 
area  as  determined  by  the  officer  in  charge  until  the  logging  of 
each  unit  is  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  in  charge. 

19.  All  construction  work,  including  main  railroads,  mill, 
etc.,  necessary  for  initial  logging  operations  shall  be  completed  as 
soon  as  practicable  and  not  later  than  two  years  from  the  date  of 
execution  of  the  contract. 

20.  Logging  railroads  within  the  sale  area  may  be  constructed 
under  free  permits  to  be  issued  by  the  proper  supervisor  on  the 
National  Forests  and  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  on  the 
Indian  reservation.  The  way  for  such  railroads  shall  be  cleared  of 
all  timber  and  kept  free  from  all  combustible  or  inflammable  material 
for  a  distance  of  fifty  feet  on  each  side  of  the  center  line  of  the 
track,.  All  logging  railroads  constructed  under  permits  shall  be 
operated  with  the  use  of  electricity  as  the  motor  power  unless  oil 

is  used  exclusively  for  fuel.  Officers  of  the  Forest  and  Indian 
Services,  fire  fighters  and  other  regular  and  temporary  employees  of 
both  Services  shall  be  transported  free  of  charge  over  all  logging 
roads  within  the  National  Forests  and  the  Indian  reservation,  and 
shall  be  permitted  to  ride  upon  the  logging  trains  and  engines  when 
traveling  upon  official  business.  In  emergencies  arising  from  for¬ 
est  fires  special  train  service  will  be  furnished  to  officers  and 
employees  of  the  Forest  and  Indian  Services  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  use  of  railway  speeders  for  official  duty  by  officers  of  the 
Forest  and  Indian  Services  shall  be  allowed  upon  all  lines  of  log¬ 
ging  railroad  within  the  sale  area;  Provided,  that  no  responsibility 
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for  accidents  which  may  occur  in  connection  with  their  use  is 
assumed  by  the  contractor. 

21.  Sawmills  constructed  in  connection  with  timber  operations 
upon  the  sale  area  shall  be  constructed  under  free  special  use  per¬ 
mits  issued  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  Forest  Service  or  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  Bonds  in  addition  to  that  submitted 
in  support  of  the  contract  shall  not  be  required  provided  that  the 
timber  sale  bond  shall  also  cover  the  terms  of  such  special  use  per¬ 
mits.  Commissaries,  construction  camps,  and  all  other  buildings  and 
improvements  constructed  upon  the  sale  area  or  other  National  For¬ 
est  land  or  Indian  land,  in  connection  with  logging,  railroad,  or 
other  operations  of  the  purchaser  incident  to  the  sale,  will  be 
constructed  under  free  special  use  permits  issued  by  the  proper  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  Forest  Service  or  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Fort 
Apache  Indian  School.  Such  permits  will  require  that  the  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  structures  shall  be  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition 
that  all  rubbish  shall  be  removed  and  burned  or  buried  of  otherwise 
disposed  of  as  directed  by  the  officdr  in  charge;  that  when  camps 
or  other  buildings  are  abandoned  or  removed  from  one  location  to 
another,  all  debris  shall  be  burned  or  otherwise  disposed  of  as 
directed  by  the  officer  in  charge;  and  that  all  buildings  or  other 
structures  shall  be  removed  from  the  sale  area  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  termination  of  the  contract  or  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States.  Telephone  lines  shall  be  constructed  under 
free  special  use  permits  issued  by  the  proper  Forest  supervisor  or 
by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Fort  Apache  Indian  School.  Such  per- 
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mits  will  provide  that  free  use  of  such  lines  shall  he  allowed  to 
Forest  and  Indian  Service  officers  for  official  business,  and  that 
no  stumpage  will  be  charged  for  poles  used  in  the  construction  of 
such  lines  as  are  in  the  judgment  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  suf¬ 
ficient  value  to  the  Forest  Service  of  the  Indian  Service  to  make 
this  concession  equitable.  All  other  telephone  lines,  trails,  and 
traveled  raado  traversing  the  cutting  area  which  are  now  constructed 
or  will  hereafter  be  constructed  by  other  parties  than  the  purchaser, 
shall  be  kept  open  and  free  at  all  times  from  obstruction  by  logs, 
brush  and  debris  caused  by  logging  operations,  and  all  telephone 
lines,  trails,  and  roads  damaged  or  destroyed  by  logging  operations 
shall  be  repaired  or  rebuilt  as  required  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

22.  The  right  to  turpentine  any  of  the  timber  included  in 
the  sale  area  is  reserved  by  the  United  States.  Turpentine  rights 
may  be  leased  by  the  United  States  during  the  period  of  the  contract, 
provided  that  operations  under  such  leases  will  not  interfere  with 
logging  operations  conducted  by  the  purchaser  and  that  any  lease 
given  by  the  United  States  will  prohibit  all  boxing  of  timber. 

23.  Timber  will  be  marked  for  cutting  in  accordance  with  the' 
silvicultural  requirements  of  the  forest.  Ordinarily  only  "Black 
Jack"  trees  will  be  left,  but  "Yellow  Pine"  timber  will  be  reserved 
for  seed  or  protection  where  necessary  in  the  judgment  of  the  of¬ 
ficer  in  charge,  provided  that  not  more  than  33  l/3  per  cent  of  the 
stand  of  merchantable  timber  on  the  sale  area  will  be  reserved. 

24.  Donkey  engines  or  steam  skidders  will  be  used  in  logging 
only  with  the  written  approval  of  the  Forest  Supervisor  or  the  Super- 
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intendent  of  the  Port  Apache  Indian  School,  and  only  areas  on  which 
the  damage  to  remaining  timber  and  reproduction  will  he  negligible 
and  under  such  restrictions  as  said  officers  may  prescribe  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  escape  of  fire. 

25.  The  purchaser  will  pay  for  damage  to  property  of  the  In¬ 
dians  growing  out  of  his  operations  under  the  sale 4  The  purchaser 
shall  comply  with  all  regulations  relative  to  the  maintenance  of 
order  on  Indian  reservations.  On  the  Indian  reservation  Indian 
labor  shall  be  employed  in  the  cutting  and  removal  of  the  timber  and 
in  the  disposal’  of  brush  whenever  the  use  of  such  labor  is  practicable. 

26.  The  title  to  the  timber  covered  by  the  contracts  shall  re¬ 
main  in  the  United  States,  until  it  has  been  paid  for  and  scaled, 
measured  or  counted. 

27.  All  questions  relative  to  the  location  of  railroad  spurs, 
the  exact  areas  to  be  logged,  the  location  of  all  structures  and' :he 
requirements  to  be  observed  in  their  construction  and  other  matters 
concerned  with  the  operations  of  the  purchaser  upon  the  sale  area, 
shall  be  settled  by  the  officer  in  charge.  Pinal  decisions  as  to 
points  involved  in  the  interpretation  of  the  regulations  and  provi¬ 
sions  pf  the  contract  governing  the  sale,  cutting  and  removal  of 
the  timber  shall  be  rendered  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  as  to 
areas  within  the  National  Porests,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  as  to  areas  within  the  Indian  reservation.  Work  may  be  sus¬ 
pended  by  the  officer  in  charge  if  the  terms  of  the  contract  are 
disregarded,  and  the  violation  of  any  one  of  such  terms,  if  persis¬ 
ted  in,  shall  be  suffi  cient  cause  for  the  revocation  of  the  con¬ 
tract  and  the  cancellation  of  other  permits  and  privileges. 
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'"8*  -^ie  contract  can  not  be  assigned  in  whole  or  in  part. 

29.  Refunds  of  deposits  under  the  contract  shall  be  made  only 
in  the  discretion  of  the  District  Forester  asregards  refunds  due  for 

timber  upon  the  National  Forests  which  may  have  been  paid  for  and 
not  cut,  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
as  to  timber  upon  the  Indian  reservation  which  may  have  been  paid 
for  and  not  erut . 

30.  The  final  contract  for  timber  on  the  National  Forests 
shall  be  made  with  the  Forester  of  the  Forest  Service  and  that  for 
timber  on  the  Indian  reservation  shall  be  made  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  interior.  As  a  further  guaranty  of  a  faithful  performance 
of  the  conditions  of  the  contracts,  the  successful  bidder  will  be 
required  to  furnish  separate  bonds  in  the  sum  of  Fifty  Thousand 
Dollars  ($50,000)  each. 

August  27,  1913. 

Cato  Sells, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

August  27,  1913. 

Approved: 

A,  A.  JONES, 

First  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Approved: 

B.  T.  GALLOWAY, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

H.  S.  GRAVES, 

Forester,  Forest  Service,  Department  of 
Agriculture . 


FORTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

Office  of  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners# 
Washington#  D.  C.,  September  1#  1913* 

Siri  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  Forty-fourth  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30#  1913. 

REVIEW  OF  YEAR • S  WORK. 

The  most  important  fact  in  connection  with  the  worfc  of  this 
Board  during  the  past  year  was  the  recognition  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  of  the  growing  importance  of  the  Board’s  co-operation 
in  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  as  indicated  in  his  letter 
to  Congress  ashing  for  an  increase  from  $4# 000  to  #10# 000  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board  for  the  fiscal  year 
1914.  (See  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  this 
subject  printed  as  appendix  A  of  this  report). 

The  steadily  increasing  number  of  allotments  of  land  made 
to  individual  Indians#  the  increase  in  the  density  of  white 
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population  on  Indian  reservations#  the  extension  of  railroads# 
telegraph  lines  and  other  agencies  of  civilization  to  the  borders 
of  large  reservations  formerly  closed#  to  a  large  extent#  from  the 
competitive  commercial  conditions  of  modem  civilization#  and  the 
constant  growth  in  the  business  of  the  Indian  Bureau  in  meeting 
and  handling  the  additional#  difficult  and  complex  problems 
imposed  upon  it  by  these  rapidly  changing  conditions  in  the  Indian 
country#  together  with  many  other  additional  burdens#  such  as 
the  determining  of  heirs  of  deceased  Indian  allottees  imposed 
upon  it  from  time  to  time  by  acts  of  Congress#  have  for  some  time 
impressed  this  Board  with  the  need  of  very  greatly  increased 
activity  on  its  part  in  order  properly  to  perform  the  functions 
imposed  upon  it  by  Congress*  In  short#  this  Board  has  become 
convinced  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  oonsider  the  Indian  Bureau 
a  vanishing  Bureau  in  the  face  of  incontrovertible  facts  showing 
that  the  volume#  as  well  as  the  complexity  of  its  work#  is 
increasing#  and  that  as  a  consequence#  there  are  more  problems 
today,  vitally  affecting  the  property  rights#  and  the  future 
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physioial#  social  and  moral  welfare  of  the  Indiana  which  require 
the  earnest#  careful  exercise  of  this  Board’s  legal  functions 
than  at  any  time  since  its  organization  by  President  Grant  in  1889. 
Accordingly  the  3oard  at  its  last  regular  meeting  very  fully 
discussed  ways  and  means  to  meet  its  increased  responsibilities  and 
decided  definitely  to  enter  with  renewed  activity  into  the  field 
of  legislation  and  investigation  in  connection  with  Indian 
administration. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  officially  recognized 
the  possibility  of  helpful  oo-operation  and  service  on  the  part  of 
this  Board  by  recommending  to  Congress  an  increased  appropriation 
to  bear  its  expenses#  is  most  enoourageing.  It  is  significant  also 
to  note  that  Congress  by  appropriating  #25# 000  to  bear  the  expenses 
of  a  committee  of  Congress  to  investigate  Indian  affairs#  has 
recognized  the  need  of  men  independent  of  the  Interior  Department 
to  look  into  the  moat  difficult  and  complex  problems  connected  with 
the  property  interests  and  social  welfare  of  the  Government’s  Indian 


wards 


And  while  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  committee  of  Congress 


gain  very  valuable  information  bearing  on  Indian  legislation  this 
Board*  independent  ao  it  is  from  political  parties  or  from  bureaus 
or  divisions  of  any  department  of  government#  is  undoubtedly  in 
position  to  render  service^  of  peouliar  value  through  wholly 
independent  investigations  by  giving  to  Congress  as  well  as  to 
the  President  and  the  Interior  Department#  the  results  thereof# 

While  the  Board  has  been  hampered  as  in  previous  years  by  the 
lack  of  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  perform  the  numerous  and 
important  functions  imposed  upon  it  by  Congress,  the  work  performed 
by  it  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  of  rather  more  than  usual 
interest  and  importance  in  connection  with  the  administration  of 
Indian  affairs# 

Commissioner  Vaux  participated  in  the  selection  of  samples' 
and  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  Indian  service  at  Chioago  on 
April  17*  18*  19  and  20,  1913#  and  by  correspondence  and  direct 
communication  with  the  Indian  Offioe>kept  in  close  touoh  with 
purchases  made  at  St#  Louis  on  May  13#  14#  15#  16  and  17#  and  he 
personally  advised  with  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
with  respect  to  all  dose  and  disputed  questions  relating  to  the 
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making  of  awards*  But  the  most  important  part  of  the  Board’s  work 
for  the  year  was  in  co-operation  with  the  Indian  Offioe  and  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  in  working  out  a  fair*  just  and 
equitable  plan  for  the  removal  of  the  Fort  Sill  Apache  prisoner® 
of  war  from  their  lands  on  the  military  reserve  In  Oklahoma  to 
their  new  homes  on  the  Mesoalero  Reservation  in  New  Mexico,  and  the 
continuation  by  Commissioner  Moorehead  of  the  investigation  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  Oklahoma,  begun  last  year 
by  Commissioner  Vaux*  The  removal  of  the  Fort  Sill  Apache  Indians 
and  their  samevs  transfer  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Tar 
Department  to  that  of  the  Interior  Department  has  been  accomplished 
in  a  manner  highly  oreditabls  to  the  Government,  and  in  a  manner 
that  not  only  fully  provides  for  the  physloal  needs  of  the  Indians 
in  their  new  homes  but  offers  in  the  future  a  means  of  proper 
civilization  and  development •  The  progress  made  in  connection 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  is  also  gratifying 
considering  the  difficulties  to  bo  ommoome*  The  appropriation 
of  $250*000  carried  in  the  Indian  Appropriation  act  for  the  fiscal 
year,  ending  June  30,  1914,  provides  for  practically  the  same  forces 
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of  employees  as  was  provided  last  year  for  taking  oar©  of  the  affairs 
of  the  individual  members  of  these  tribes#  and  apparently  has 
permanently  checked  the  movement  in  favor  of  eliminating  from  the 
field  the  federal  employees  engaged  in  proteoting  the  individual 
property  interests  of  these  Indians.  One  of  the  most  gratifying 
signs  in  connection  with  this  appropriation  is  the  apparently 
modified  attitude  of  the  Congressional  delegation  from  Oklahoma* 

Not  only  did  they  not  strongly  oppose  this  appropriation,  but 
several  members  of  the  delegation  vigorously  urged  state  legislation# 
having  for  its  purpose  the  punishment  of  those  who  attempted  by 
fraud  to  cloud  the  titles  of  the  land  of  restricted  Indians. 

(see  more  complete  dlsousaion  of  the  Five  Civilised  Tribes  in 
another  part  of  this  report  and  Commissioner  !/*oorehead*s  report 
added  as  appendix  3.) 

During  the  year  the  Board  held  annual  meetings  as  follows: 

At  Washington#  D*  C.f  March  6  and  7#  1913}  at  Mohonk  Lake#  N*  Y.# 
October  23-25,  1912}  and  at  Washington,  D.  0.,  January  15,  16#  and 
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Up.  H.  C.  Phillips  resigned  as  secretary  of  the  Board  in 
December  191S,  and  hie  resignation  was  accepted,  to  take  effect 
in  April,  1915*  Mr*  F,  H*  Abbott  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
Board  in  January »  1915,  with  the  understanding  that  he  shbuld  not 
deprive  the  Indian  Bureau  of  hie  services  in  the  capacity  of 
Aoting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  until  a  new  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  should  be  appointed  and  arrangements  made  to 
dispense  with  his  services  in  the  Indian  Bureau  without  detriment 
to  that  Bureau. 

The  saving  made  to  the  Board  in  secretary’s  salary  during 
the  last  few  months  of  the  fiscal  year  1913,  enabled  the  Board  to 
purchase  greatly  needed  office  equipment  dor  its  new  office  rooms 
provided  in  the  building  on  8th  and  ^  Sts.,  N.W.,  occupied  by 
the  Bureau  of  Mines.  These  new  rooms  are  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Board  and  are  now  provided  with  up-to-date  filing 
cabinet a  and  office  fixtures  nece sassy  to  meet  the  demands  of 
increased  activity,  which  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Board  to 
exercise  in  the  future  in  connection  with  Indian  affairs. 


On  January  17#  1913#  Commissioners  Vaux#  Walker#  Mooreheadj 


Knox#  Ayer  and  Ketcham  appeared  before  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Indian  Affaire  (See  printed  hearings  before  Senate  Committee, 


their  views  at  length  on  some  of 


the  more  important  items  contained  in  the  pending  Indian  bill, 
and  also  presented  arguments  for  a  larger  appropriation  in  order 
to  enable  it  properly  to  perform  the  functions  imposed  upon  it  by 
Congress* 

The  Board  reoeived  a  most  attentive  hearing  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  Uomralttee*  While  the  appropriation  for  the  3oardfs 
expenses  was  not  increased#  there  is  strong  reason  to  hope 
that  a  larger  appropriation  will  be  made  for  the  next  fiscal  year* 


THE  IHDIAN  BILL  i*OR  1914* 


The  Indian  appropriation  aot  for  the  fiscal  year  1914#  con¬ 
tains  many  excellent  provisions#  and  as  a  whole  appears  to  be 
comparatively  satisfactory*  A  few  of  the  more  important  item# 
are  discussed  briefly  in  the  following  paragraphs! 

To  relieve  distress  and  prevent  disease*  The  evidence  of 


the  awaking  of  Congress  to  the  imperative  need  of  action  to 
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the  health  of  Indians  and  prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  and 
trachoma  among  them  is  one  of  the  moat  gratifying  things  in  the 
Indian  bill#  While  the  appropriation  for  1915  for  this  purpose 
was  only  $90# 000#  the  Indian  Bureau  will  have  for  1914#  $200# 000# 
an  increase  of  about  250  per  cent  over  its  former  appropriation# 
Suppression  of  liquor  traffic*  A  high  water  mark  was  also 
established  in  the  appropriation  of  $100# 000  for  the  suppression 
of  the  liquor  traffic  among  Indians  as  compared  with  $75#  000#  the 
highest  pKSnciaiani  previous  appropriation  whioh  was  made  for  the 
fiscal  year  1913#  The  fact  that  the  Indian  Bureau  successfully 
demonstrated  to  the  Committee  of  Congress  the  need  of  an 
increased  appropriation  for  this  work  appears  to  be  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  good  faith  of  that  Bureau  in  prosecuting  this 
important  work.  The  decisions  of  the  courts  In  the  oases  of 
U.S.  Express  Co.  vs.  Friedman#  ex  parte  Charlie  Webb#  and 
hosier  vs.  U.S.  in  Eastern  Oklahoma  which  extended  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  officers  of  the  Indian  liquor  service  to  this  territory# 
has  very  greatly  Increased  the  burden  of  responsibility  of  the 
Indian  Bureau  in  this  branch  of  its  work#  so  that  the  Increase 
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of  $25,000  will  be  largely  consumed  In  the  prosecution  of  liquor 
suppression  work  In  that  state. 

Purchase  of  goods  and  supplies  for  the  Indian  service.  Another 

important  increase  In  appropriation  granted  by  Congress  was  made 

(JutyC’ 

for  the  purpose  and  transportation  of  goods  and  supplies  for  the 
Indian  service.  This  appropriation  was  increased  from  $285,000 
to  $500,000,  and  it  was  provided  also  that  all  wagon  transportation 
from  the  point  where  delivery  is  made  by  the  last  common  carrier  to  the 
agency,  school  or  elsewhere,  should  hereafter  be  paid  from 
funds  appropriated  or  otherwise  available  for  the  purpose  of  schools 
or  agencies  for  which  the  supplies  to  be  transfered  are  purchased. 

Last  year  with  an  appropriation  of  $28)5,000  there  was  a  deficit  of 
about  $50,000  in  this  item.  While  this  deficit  in  fact  represents 
a  net  saving  to  the  Government  as  a  result  of  the  policy  of  the 
Indian  Bureau  to  take  into  consideration  lowest  land  grant  freight 
rates  in  making  purchases  for  the  Indian  service  and  thereby 
increasing  the  comparative  investment  in  the  way  of  freight  charges, 
while  making  a  saving  in  the  net  cost  of  the  article  purchased,  it  is 
not  a  wise  business  policy  to  work  on  deficits ;  the  action  of  Congress 


therefor©  in  making  provision  that  will  enable  the  Indian  Bureau  to 
meet  its  obligations  in  connection  with  the  purchase  and  transportation 
of  supplies  for  the  Indian  service, without  reporting  deficit,  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction. 

For  determining  heirs  of  deceased  allottees.  Another  item  in 
this  bill  which  meets  with  the  hearty  endorsement  of  this  Board  is 
the  appropriation  of  |50,G00  to  determine  the  heirs  of  deceased 
Indian  allottees*  It  1b  hoped  that  the  Indian  Bureau  will  not 
overlook  its  duty  under  this  provision,  to  give  special  attention 
first  to  those  reservations  where  the  industrial  needs  of  the 
Indians  are  the  greatest  and  where  the  individual  Indians  lack 
resources  with  which  to  improve  and  equip  their  individual  allotments, 
except  as  they  are  able  to  obtain  such  resources  from  the  sale  of 
their  interests  in  inherited  lands.  Eapeoially  does  the  Board 
commend  that  pa/rt  of  this  item  which  provides  that  a  charge  should 
be  made  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  to  cover  the  cost  of 
determining  the  heirs  to  the  estate.  This  is  in  strict  accord  with 
th©  general  policy  advocated  for  many  years  by  this  Board  of  placing 
Indian  administration,  especially  that  part  having  to  do  with  the 
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protection  or  development  of  Indian  property,  on  asolf-eupporting 
basis,  while  at  the  same  time  disoour ageing  any  tendency  toward 
pauperizing  the  Indian  through  the  Government’s  effort*  to  help 
and  protect  them# 

For  encourage ing  industry  among  Indians*  We  are  unable  too 
strongly  to  commend  the  policy  established  in  this  appropriation 
of  |100,000  reimbursable,  to  be  loaned  to  worthy  and  deserving 
Indians  to  enable  them  to  stock  and.  equip  their  allotments  with 
a  view  to  becoming  self-supporting*  This  sort  of  help  ie  needed  by 
Indians  who  have  ample  resources  in  the  way  of  land  fully  to  seoure 
the  amount  advanced  by  the  Government  but  who  lack  the  credit 
ordinarily  extended  by  commercial  banks  to  white  men  in  similar 
circumstances  with  which  to  make  that  land  productive*  This 
aSMto  appropriation  is  in  the  nature  of  a  revolving  fund  which  may  be 
used  ovor  and  over  again  by  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  live  etook 
and  farm  equipments,  and  repaid  by  them  out  of  money  earned  through 
their  own  efforts,  supplying  the  place  of  the  commercial  bank, while 


at  the  same  time  avoiding  the  pauperizing  result  that  follows  the 
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gratuitous  purchase  of  such  equipment  or  live  stock  for  them*  or 
the  bestowal  of  other  gratuities  upon  thorn  without  at  the  same  time 
requiring  then  to  shoulder  responsibilities,  and  give  them 
opportunity  to  learn  the  value  of  money  and  gain  business  experience 
necessary  to  raske  thorn  self-support ing.  The  Board  expresses  the 
hope  that  this  policy  of  establishing  revolving  funds  for  Indians, 
either  by  direct  appropriation  of  Congress  or  there  possible,  by  the 
use  of  tribal  funds,  will  bo  continued  and  emphasized  in  the  future 
administration  of  th©  Indian  Bureau  • 

Other  important  items  in  the  Indian  bill.  Other  important 
items  of  noro  than  ordinary  importance  carried  in  the  Indian  bill 
which  have  this  Board’s  approval  are  items  lira! ting  attorneys’ 
contracts  with  restricted  Indians;  the  withholding  of  annuity 
payments  of  the  Osage  Indians  to  induce  them  to  plaoe  their 
children  in  school;  provisions  for  aohoolo  and  other  expenses  of 
administration  of  the  Five  Oivulized  Tribes  in  Oklahoma, 

AGRICULTURE. 

For  several  years  this  Board  has  emphasised  th©  necessity  of 
practical  training  in  agriculture  as  fundamental  in  the  process  of  the 
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civillzation  of  a  large  majority  of  Indiana.  The  reports  of  the 
Indian  Bureau*  and  these  reports  are  borne  out  by  the  observation 
of  those  who  have  had  opportunity  recently  to  inspect  Indian 
reservations  at  first  hand#  indicate  a  most  gratifying  increase 
in  agricultural  industry  among  Indians  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
during  the  past  few  years*  We  wish  particularly  to  commend  the 
emphasis  placed  on  this  branch  of  its  work  by  the  Indian  Bureau 
during  the  past  year#  and  especially  the  steps  taken  to  improve  the 
quality  of  its  farmers.  The  recent  division  of  the  country  into 
four  Civil  Service  districts#  at  the  request  of  the  Indian  Bureau# 
and  of  holding  farmer’s  examinations  quarterly#  the  emphasis  placed 
upon  practical  experience  In  the  examination  questions#  and  the 
strict  instructions  to  inspecting  officers  to  pass  most  critically 
upon  the  work  of  farmers  and  to  rate  their  efficiency  solely  on 
their  suocesa  in  inducing  and  assisting  Indiana  to  cultivate  their 
own  lands  in  a  profitable  and  proper  manner#  if  followed  up  by 
future  administrations  will  undoubtedly  work  wondeiQrul  results  in 
the  Industrial  evolution  of  the  Government’s  Indian  wards*  kte 
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Tho  Increased  agricultural  activity  among  the  Indians  on  the  Winnebago# 
Fort  Peck#  Sisseton  and  numerous  other  reservations  through  the 
Intelligent  and  practical  work  of  trained  farmers  furnish^  ample 
justification  for  the  emphasis  which  has  been  placed  on  this  subject# 
and  we  recommend  especially  the  continuation  of  emphasis  on  this 
branch  of  the  Indian  Bureau* s  work. 

IRRIGATION • 

The  duty  and  Aponoibility  of  developing  irrigation  projects 
in  order  to  supply  water  to  make  possible  the  agricultural  development 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  arid  and  semi-arid  land  on  the 
large  Indian  reservations  in  the  Feat  have  brought  the  Government 
face  to  face  with  new  and  moot  difficult  problems.  On  the  Yakima 
Reservation  water  rights  running  into  the  millions  of  dollars  are 
at  stake  in  the  determination  of  the  issue  as  between  Indians  and 
white  settlers.  The  investigation  of  this  question  by  a  committee 
composed  of  members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House ^ provided  for  in 
the  last  Indian  bill#  should  have  most  careful  attention  and 
consideration  of  officials  of  the  Indian  Bureau.  Water  lights  of 
almost  equal  value  to  the  Indians  are  involved  on  the  Uintah  and 
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Ouray  Reservation^  in  Utah  on  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wytealng 
and  on  the  Port  Hall  Reservation  in  Nevada  where  there  is  danger  of 
loss  to  the  Indians  through  the  application  of  state  law  of 
valuable  water  rights  under  projects  constructed  at  great  expense 
out  of  Indian  funds*  There  is  groat  variance  in  the  laws  making 
appropriations  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  irrigation 
projects  on  various  Indian  reservations  as  well  as  a  difference  in 
financial  conditions  of  the  Indians  on  the  various  reservations  and 
a  difference  in  methods  of  operating  and  maintaining  irrigation 
projects  which  call  for  moat  careful  consideration*  During  the 
past  fiscal  year  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Indian  Bureau  to  work 
out  a  plan  wheroby  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  operation  may  be 
charged  against  the  land  benefited  and  a  uniform  system  of  coot 
accounting  established  on  the  various  projects*  We  recommend  that 
this  work  be  diligently  pursued  with  the  view  of  making  Indian 
irrigation  projects  self-supporting  and  chargeable  against  the 
lands  benefited  so  as  to  induce  Indians  benefited  thereby  to  realize 
the  value  of  these  projects  to  them,  and  gradually  to  assume  in  an 
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intelligent  manner  the  full  responsibility  for  the  up-keep  of 

the  name*  We  roooraraend  in  this  connection  that  steps  be  taken* 

either  through  the  Department  of  ffhetioe  or  through  competent 

employees  of  the  Interior  Department*  to  oolleot  evidence  where 

the  same  is  necessary  to  a  successful  prosecution  of  suits  Cor 

the  determination  of  water  rights  whore  there  is  an  issue  between 

Indians  Whoso  rights  established  by  treaty  or  statute  and  are 

under  state  laws  or  otherwise* 

believed  to  have  boon  white  settlers  claiming  righto*  We  also 
urgently  recommend  immediate  action  looking  toward  the  harmonizing 
by  Congress  of  various  statutes  affecting  Indian  water  rights  in 
various  parts  of  the  country* 

HEALTH* 

We  have  already  expressed  briefly  our  approval  of  the 
inoreased  appropriation  for  1914*  for  the  protection  of  the  health 
of  Indians.  In  view  of  tho  abnormal  death  rate  among  Indians  from 
tuberculosis  and  the  spread  of  that  disease  and  of  trachoma  among 
them*  we  ro commend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  increase  this  fund 
still  more  in  the  next  Indian  bill  In  order*  not  only  that 


physicians  and  trained  nurses  may  be  employed  to  cover  the  whole 
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ground,  but  that  the  salaries  of  these  employees  may  be  increased 
so  as  to  secure  the  services  of  thoroughly  competent  employees. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Congress  did  not  see  fit  to  appropriate 
at  least  a  small  amount  for  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  oases 
among  adult  Indiana  in  order  to  supplement  the  hospitals  already 
established  in  connection  with  many  of  the  best  Indian  schools* 

The  printed  hearings  before  the  Senate  Committee  during  the 
65rd  Congress  indicate  that  the  question  of  the  future  coat  of 
maintaining  such  hospitals,  if  established,  was  the  chief 
stumbling  '$look*  In  order  that  this  obstacle  may  be  removed  in  the 
future.  It  appears  to  us  that  it  may  bo  feasible  for  the  Indian 
Bureau  to  work  out  a  system  of  fees  in  connection  with  service  in 
one  of  its  present  hospitals  where  Indians  outside  of  schools  are 
admitted  so  as  to  make  such  hospital,  to  as  largo  degree  as  possible, 
self-supporting*  If  a  system  could  be  worked  out  whereby  the 
Government  would  have  only  to  make  investment  in  the  hospital  plant 
and  up-keep,  having  the  cost  of  maintenance  met  largely  from  an 


income  from  fees  charged  the  patients,  it  appears  that  it  would  be 
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v©ry  much  easier  and  more  practicable  to  secure  appropriations 
from  Congress  that  would  enable  the  Indian  Bureau  to  develop  this 
very  important  auxiliary  to  its  health  work  among  Indians. 

TRIBAL  FUNDS. 

We  repeat  again  with  equal  emphasis  the  recommendations 
contained  in  our  last  year1*  report  in  favor  of  the  breaking  up  of 
tribal  funds  deposited  in  the  Treasury,  and  making  them  available 
for  the  education  and  industrial  improvement  of  the  individual 
Indians*  On  June  30,  1913,  according  to  the  figures  furnished 
by  the  Indian  Office,  the  total  amount  of  the  tribal  funds  held 
in  trust  by  the  Government  was  #46,142,736*60.  For  several  years 
the  Indian  Office  has  recommended  legislation  to  this  end*  In  some 
eases  where  individual  allotments  of  land  have  boen  made  to  the 
Indians  and  whore  the  segregation  and  individuliaation  of  these 
funds  therefor  might  not  be  praotloable,  we  recommend  legislation 
that  will  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  use  of  these 
funds  to  loan  to  worthy  individual  Indians,  to  be  returned  by 


them  in  accordance  with  suitable  regulations  for  investment  In  live 
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otook  or  otherwise  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians* 

SUPPRESSION  OF  INTOXICANTS  AMONG  INDIANS. 

We  most  heartily  xacoramend  tho  aggressive  work  of  the  Indian 
Bureau  in  its  effects  to  suppress  the  liquor  traffic  among  Indiana* 
Especially  do  we  commend  the  steps  taken  during  the  last  year  to 
emphasize  among  employees  in  the  Indian  service  the  necessity  of 
total  abstinence  while  in  the  Indian  country#  and  tho  orders  given 
by  the  Indian  3ureau  against  the  proscription  of  whiskey  for 
medicinal  purposes  by  Government  physioians  except  Ethol  alcohol 
in  certain  cases  and  under  moat  rigid  regulations.  It  is  recognized 
that  abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxicants  on  the  part  of  Indians 
is  essential  to  their  industrial  as  well  as  social  improvement#  and 
as  a  means  also  to  the  prevention  of  disease  among  them?  and  we 
especially  approve  the  action  of  the  Bureau  in  including  peyote 
among  the  intoxicants  which  its  officers  are  instructed  to  suppress. 

PIMA. 

For  many  years  this  Board  has  been  urging  relief  for  tho 
Pim&o.  In  our  report  last  year  we  stated  *•  it  is  unspeakably 
unfortunate  to  have  deprived  Indians  like  tho  Pimas#  who  for 
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generations  have  had  tho  habit  of  work  and  who  can  and  would 
support  themselves,  of  the  moans  of  self-support",  and  we  express 
the  hope  that  a  means  will  be  found  for  the  development  of  ample 
"water  for  the  irrigation  of  not  less  than  ten  acres  for  each 
member  of  the  tribe".  It  appears  that  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  among  those  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  the  Pima 
Indians  on  the  question  of  what  la  needed*  All  agree  that  the 
Government  should  restore  to  these  Indians  water  rights  which  they 
have  lost.  But  this  restoration  will  not  come  through  merely 
agreeing  upon  the  fact.  Stops  must  be  taken  directly  and  vigorously 
to  restore  these  water  rights#  The  important  question  is,  how 
can  this  be  done  successfully?  Congress  has  shown  its  willingness 
to  got  at  the  root  of  the  situation  by  appropriating  #15,000  for 
the  use  of  a  Board  of  army  engineers  to  pass  upon  the  question  of 
the  feasibility  of  the  San  Carlos  dam  and  reservoir*  The  findings 
of  that  Board  are  not  yet  available?  regardless  of  those  findings, 
however,  the  Indian  Bureau  has  recognized  tho  importance  of  getting 
at  tho  exact  value  of  the  Indian* s  water  rights.  A  preliminary 
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Invest igation  by  Indian  service  engineers  and  a  specially  trained 
fcepreoontative  of  the  Department  of  Justice  indioato  that  it 
will  cost  at  least  $15# 000  for  a  field  examination  to  thrash  out 
the  faoto  to  arm  the  Department  of  Justice  with  tho  necessary 
evidence  with  which  to  go  to  court*  We  recommend  that  this 
investigation  bo  begun  at  the  earliest  possible  date  if  funds  are 
available  from  any  existing  appropriation,  and  if  not#  that 
Congress  be  called  upon  for  the  apeoial  appropriation  necessary 
with  which  to  push  this  work  to  completion*  Anything  short  of 
a  complete  and  finished  job  on  tho  part  of  the  Government  in 
behalf  of  those  Indians  will  not  be  sufficient* 

WHITS  SMITH. 

Conditions  at  White  Earth  are  still  far  from  satisfactory* 

The  present  status  of  the  oases  brought  by  tho  Department  of 
Justice  to  recover  title  of  lands  of  minors  and  full-blood  Indians 
alleged  to  have  been  illegally  sold  is  as  follows j 

The  District  Court  has  decided  that  In  order  to  ooiae  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  permitting  tho  sale  without  restrictions 
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of  allotted  lands  by  mixed-bloods*  an  Indian  met  havo  a  quantum 
of  at  loast  1/8  white  blood.  An  appeal  has  boen  taken  to  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals*  where  the  eases  are  now  ponding*  and  until 
a  decision  is  rendered  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  as  to  the 
quantum  of  white  blood  necessary  to  constitute  a  mixed-blood*  no 
further  action  can  bo  had  in  these  suits* 

Congress  the  last  session  provided  for  a  commission  to  make 
a  roll  of  the  White  Earth  Indians  showing  the  degree  of  blood  of 
each  allottee*  but  this  Commission  is  now  permitted  to  fix  the 
quantum  of  blood  of  any  Indian  the  title  of  whoso  land  is  now  in 
question  in  the  proceedings  initiated  by  the  Department  of  Justice* 
While  the  solution  of  the  difficult  legal  questions  are 
dragging  out  through  the  courts  the  lands  of  lncompetBBt  adult 
raixed-bloods  are  still  in  Jeopardy*  and  the  lands  of  incompetent 
mixed-blood  minors*  as  fast  as  they  reach  their  majority*  are  subject 
to  the  same  danger*  Pending  the  result  of  the  litigation  in 
connection  with  this  reservation*  it  appears  to  be  of  the  first 
importance  that  legislation  should  be  enacted  amending  the  so-called 
mixed-blood  act  in  order  to  protoot  the  lands  of  all  incompetent 
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mixed-bloods,  minor  and  adult,  still  remaining  unsold.  We  therefore 

recommend  that  ouch  legislation  be  pressed  vigorously  before  the 

next  Congress.  At  the  sane  time,  in  view  of  the  demoralised 

industrial  conditions  among  the  full-bloode  and  incompetent  mixed-bloods 

administratively 

©n  this  reservation,  we  recommend  that  every  possible  step  be  taken* 
to  protect  their  property  righto  and  improve  their  social,  moral  and 
industrial  conditions. 

APACHE  PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

The  inclusion  in  the  last  Indian  bill  of  an  item  of  $100,000  for 
completing  the  relief  and  settlement  of  the  Apache  Indians  formerly 
confined  as  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Sill  Military  Reservation, 

Oklahoma,  marks  the  consummation  of  the  effects  of  this  Board  and  many 
others ? continued  for  many  years3to  remove  the  stigma  of  the  title 
■prisoners  of  war*  from  those  people.  Tho  responsibility  of  seeing 
that  these  people  in  their  new  environment,  whether  at  Mesealero  or  on 
land  purchased  for  then  among  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  in  Oklahoma,  should 
have  every  opportunity  for  improvement  and  advancement,  now  rests 
solely  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  officials  of  the  Indian  Bureau.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  that  responsibility  will  be  met  in  a  manner  that  will 
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fully  justify  those  who  have  been  insisting  *pon  shifting  the 
Jurisdiction  over  these  people  from  tho  military  to  the  civil 
branches  of  the  Government*  While  lands  have  been  selected  for  them 
and  steps  taken  to  give  then  oontrol  of  their  individual  property 
which  they  possessed  while  at  Port  Sill,  every  possible  effort 
should  bo  mad©  in  the  handling  of  their  individual  property  so  as 
to  develop  their  sense  of  independence  and  responsibility  afcd 
prevent  anything  like  a  backward  industrial  tondoncy  or  a  going 
back  from  individualistic  to  tribal  customs  of  living* 

THE  NAVAJO. 

Last  year  we  recommended  strongly  an  appropriation  to  carry 
out  tho  treaty  obligations  of  the  Government  to  provide  educational 
facilities  for  the  Navajo  Indians.  We  are  gratified  t.o  note  that 
Congress  has  appropriated  $100,000  for  this  purpose  as  well  as 
f?15,QGQ  for  the  development  of  a  water  supply  necessary  in  connection 
with  the  establishment  of  proposed  new  school  plants.  Owing  to  the 
nomadic  habits  of  these  people  and  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
become  self- supporting  and  some  of  thorn  wealthy,  we  recommend  that 


the  utmost  oar©  be  used  in  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  schools 
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and  the  proposed  development  of  water#  that  nothing  shall  be  done 
to  interfere  with  the  fixed  habita  of  industry  which  have  made 
them  self-supporting* 

FIVE  CIVILIZED  TRIBES. 

as  to  restrictions 

The  Indiana  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribe sAqr@  divided  Into  the 
restricted  and  non-restrioted  classes  largely  on  the  basis  of  the 
quantum  of  Indian  blood  which  they  have*  All  Indiana  of  more  than 
3/4  Indian  blood  are  wholly  restricted*  All  persona  who  have  more 
than  3/4  Indian  blood  are  wholly  restricted*  Persons  with  flies a 
than  1/2  Indian  blood  are  wholly  unrestricted#  those  who  have  Indian 
blood  of  more  than  1/2  and  less  than  s/4  are  restricted  aB  to  their 
surplus  allotments*  Ho  restricted  Indians  are  KaspafesaR*  considered 
competent  to  handle  their  own  affairs#  while  the  restricted  Indians 
are  considered  as  a  class  incompetent*  These  classifications  on 
the  basis  of  blood  are  not  always  accurate#  a  great  many  full-blood 
Indians  being  highly  educated  and  thoroughly  competent  to  handle 
their  own  affairs*  On  the  other  hand#  there  or©  Indians  whose 
restrictions  have  been  removed  by  law  on  acoount  of  their  small 
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degree  of  Indian  blood,  vrho  are  thoroughly  incompetent  $  and  a  groat 
many  of  the  frauds  which  have  corn©  to  our  attention  have  boen 
perpetrated  on  this  olaos  of  Indians* 

An  investigation  of  probate  matters  in  those  countries  of 
Oklahoma  which  are  composed  of  the  territory  oocupled  by  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes  shows  that  the  estates  of  minor  Indian  children 
have  been  tfco  prey  of  grafters*  Hevertholess  there  in 
opposition  among  many  cf  the  Indians  who  are  competent  to  the  use 
of  tribal  funds  for  the  protection  of  the  incompetent  Indians* 

They  contend  that  this  is  a  use  of  the  funds  cf  competent  persons 
for  the  protection  of  incompetent  members  of  their  tribe,  in  other 
words,  Ohe  citizen  is  made  to  pay  for  the  protection  of  another* 

They  contend  that  under  the  treaty  stipulations  botwoen  the 
different  tribes  and  the  United  States,  the  United  States  obligated 
to  furnish  what  protection  it  deems  necessary  to  the  individual 
Indian  at  its  own  expense*  This  dissatisfaction  on  dboount  of 
what  some  deem  to  be  an  improper  use  of  tribal  funds,  hae  been 
one  obstacle  confronted  by  the  Government  as  well  as  by  the  tribal 
attorneys  who  are  engaged  in  this  work*  The  last  Indian  Appropriation 
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Bill  provided  for  the  employment  of  probate  attorneys  with  federal 
funds*  These  attorneys  should  be  carefully  selected  with  the  view  of 
securing  the  services  of  men  of  ability  and  of  undoubted  integrity. 

Matters  pertaining  to  the  tribal  estates  of  the  Cherokee#  Creek 
and  Seminole  nations  have  almost  been  oompleted*  The  tribal  estates 
of  these  nations  have  been  disposed  of  so  that  there  are  very  few  tribal 
matters  in  those  nations  which  deserve  serious  consideration.  It  will 
otfly  be  a  matter  of  time  until  they  will  have  been  entirely  disposed  of. 
In  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations#  however#  it  is  entirely 
different.  After  each  member  of  these  two  tribes  had  received  land 
equal  to  ?B0  acres  of  the  average  land  there  was  left  a  residue.  This 
residue  of  the  tribal  estate  consists  of  the  so-called  timber  reserve# 
the  segregated  coal  and  asphalt  lands  and  the  money  reserved  from  the 
dale  of  unallotted  land.  The  lowest  esttebdethat  has  been  placed  on 
this  tribal  property  of  the  ghoctawa  and  Ohiokas&ws  if  $35# 000# 000. 

In  what  is  known  as  the  supplemental  agreement  between  the  Choctaws 
and  Chiokasaws  and  the  United  States  which  was  provided  by  act  of 
Congress#  July  1#  1902#  and  ratified  by  the  Indians  September  25# 

1902#  it  is  provided  that  if  each  Indian  has  been  enrolled  and  has 
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received  hiB  allotment  the  residue  of  the  estate  shall  be  sold  and 
the  proceeds  distributed  per  capita  among  the  Indians*  This  action 
was  not  taken  by  the  United  States  Government  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  treaty.  After  waiting  a  number  of  years  the  Indians 
seem  to  have  become  dissatisfied  with  the  dilatory  manner  with  which 
the  Government  had  handled  this  matter*  It  was  this  dissatisfaction 
that  caused  the  Indians  to  take  kindly  to  that  is  known  as  the 
MoHurray  contraots*  These  contracts  were  executed  by,  it  Is 
claimed,  more  than  80  per  oent  of  the  individual  Indians  to  Mr. 

J.  F.  UcUurr&y,  an  attorney  of  McAloster,  Oklahoma.  Among  other 
things,  the  contraots  provided  that  Mr  ^Hurray  was  to  expedite  the 
sale  of  this  tribal  property  and  distribute  the  funds  per  capita 
among  the  Indians.  And  for  his  services  Mr.  MeMurray  was  to  receive 
10  per  cent  of  all  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  residue  of 
the  tribal  estate.  As  stated  before,  the  residue  of  this  estate  is, 
at  the  lowest  estimate,  worth  #35,000,000.  The  representatives  of  the 
Choctaw  nation  took  the  MeMurray  contracts  before  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  of  the  United  3tates  Senate  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  the  contracts  were  in  violation  of 


public  policy  and  that  Mr.  Mclfurray  would  under  the  contract  receive  a 
large  fee  without  being  able  to  render  services  under  the  contract, 
and  that  the  contracts  bind  Mr*  McMurray  to  do  that  which  the  United 
State 8  is  bound  by  treaty  obligations  to  do  for  the  Indians.  A 
provision  was  agreed  upon  by  committee  and  enacted  as  a  law,  being 
oarried  on  the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill  of  Juno  30,  of  this  year, 
which  provided  that  contracts  with  individual  Indians  affecting  their 
tribal  estate  are  invalid  unless  consented  to  by  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  this  provision  Mr.  MoMurray  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Committee  surrendering  all  claim  under  his  contracts  to  any  operation 
of  the  tribal  estate.  This  action  has  relieved  the  tribal  estate 
of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations  of  any  lien  that  may  have  existed 
by  reason  of  the  MoMurray  contracts.  Our  attention  has  been  oalled 
to  the  school  situation  among  the  Five  Civilised  bribes.  The  tribal 
schools  should  be  continued  and  should  be  supported  from  funds  of  the 
tribe  until  it  can  be  shown  tack  that  proper  school  facilities  have 
been  provided  for  all  the  Indian  ohildren  by  the  state  of  Oklahoma. 

The  Oklahoma  public  school  system  is  excellent,  and  in  many  settlements 
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the  Indian  children  have  an  opportunity  to  attend  those  ashools* 

In  the  districts  where  the  greatest  number  of  full-blood  Indians  are 
found  it  seems  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  maintain  a  great 
number  of  neighborhood  schools  by  reason  of  the  non-taxability  of  a 
great  amount  of  the  land  in  these  vicinities*  The  federal  government 
has  appropriated  .$500*000  this  year  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
school  taxes  of  Oklahoma  occasioned  by  the  great  amount  of  non-taxable 
land*  The  school  situation  so  far  as  it  affects  the  Indian  children* 
has  not  up  to  this  time*  boon  completely  adjusted  by  the  state  of 
Oklahoma*  Untlltthe  state  has  thoroughly  adjusted  this  matter  it 
is  proper  that  the  tribal  schools  should  be  continued* 

We  are  convinced  that  the  Government  should  provide  for  the 
proper  protection  of  all  restricted  Indians  and  the  proper  supervision 
of  probate  matters  affecting  the  estates  of  minor  Indians*whether 
the  minor  happens  to  belong  to  the  restricted  or  non-re stricted 
class* 

We  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  criticising  the  Government 
for  its  procedure  in  handling  the  tribal  estates  of  these  Indian* 
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but  we  do  call  theAat tent ion  to  the  fact  that  the  delay  of  the 
Government  in  disposing  of  the  estate  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
Nations  in  accordance  with  the  torms  of  their  agreement  is  the  cause 
of  the  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  Indians  of  those  tribes* 

The  Indians  wore  distrustful  of  the  promises  made  by  the  United 
States t  and  this  dissatisfaction  is  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
proper  protection  of  the  incompetent  Indians  and  makes  popular  the 
operation  of  persons  who  oppose  the  Government  in  its  efforts  to 
proteot  the  Indians*  The  efforts  of  the  Indian  Bureau  should  be 
redoubled  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  these  Indians* 

SPECIAL  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In  addition  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  previous 
paragraphs# we  wish  especially  to  emphasize  the  following! 

1*  Indian  Appropriation  Bills  should  not  be  loaded  down  and 
jeopadized#  as  was  the  last  one#  with  private  claims  and  general 
legislation* 

2*  An  effort  should  be  made  to  consolidate  as  far  as  possible# 
what  are  known  as  school  appropriations  and  agency  appropriations#  as 
both  are  for  the  education  and  civilization  of  Indians#  and  estimates 
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for  appropriations  under  these  two  separate  heads  only  tend  to  confuse 
the  committees  of  Congress  and  make  difficult  a  oorreot  estimate  of 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  separate  units  of  administration 
on  the  various  Indian  reservations# 

5#  The  amendment  in  the  last  appropriation  hill  restricting 
the  expenditure  of  funds  for  the  allotment  of  Indians  on  the  public 
domain  to  places  outside  6f  Arizona  and  Hew  Mexico  suggests  the 
importance  of  immediate  and  thorough  investigation  on  the  part  of 
the  Indian  Bureau  into  the  whole  question  of  public  domain  allotment 
in  order  that  this  important  question  may  be  presented  bo  the 
committees  of  the  next  Congress  intelligently  and  effectively# 

4#  The  expenditure  of  appropriations  for  purposes  of  allotments 
of  land  or  the  irrigation  of  the  same  should  be  made  hand  in  hand 
with  expenditures  for  the  improvement  and  development  of  those 
lands  by  the  individual  owners  thereof#  The  appropriation  of  funds 
to  allot  or  to  irrigate  raw  lands  without  at  the  same  time  providing 
for  the  individual  Indiana#  means  of  improving  and  bringing  their 
lands  tinder  cultivation#  not  only  results  in  no  benefit  to  the 
Indians  for  whom  the  appropriations  are  rsade,  but  results  in  actual 
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detriment  to  them  by  presenting  an  easy  way  to  the  leasing  system  and 
to  consequent  habits  of  idleness  and  dependence. 

5.  We  recommend  that  stops  be  taken  to  bring  the  matter  of 

and  employees 

appropriations  for  the  salaries  of  offloialsAin  the  Indian  Bureau 
in  Washington#  and  appropriations  for  the  field  employes  of  that 
Bureau#  as  well  as  all  other  expenses  connected  therewith#  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  one  committee  of  Congress  instead  of  under  two 
different  committees  as  at  the  present  time.  And  we  desire  to  call 
particular  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  Indian  Bureau  whioh 
indicate  an  increase  in  actual  work  in  the  Indian  Bureau#  and  to 
suggest  the  importance  of  increased  appropriations#  where  necessary# 
to  meet  these  increased  demands. 

0*  We  recommend  in  connection  with  future  administration  and 
legislation  in  connection  with  Indian  affairs#  that  an  effort  be 
made  to  discriminate  between  those  activities  in  the  Bureau  devoted 
to  the  education  of  Indians  and  the  protection  of  their  health#  and 
those  devoted  merely  to  the  protection  and  development  of  their 
property  rights#  and  that  steps  be  taken  to  devise  means  whereby  the 


Indians*  property  shall  ultimately  stand  the  oost  of  those  activities 
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devoted  to  the  protection  or  management  of  that  property  while  the 


gratuity  appropriations  by  the  Government  shall  be  confined  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  their  education  and  civilisation. 

7.  In  view  of  the  numerous  claims  asserted  by  Indian  tribes 
or  attorneys  interested  in  their  behalf  In  connection  with  alleged 
breach  of  treaty  obligations, on  the  part  of  the  Government,  it  is 
recommended  that  trained  men  in  the  Indian  Bureau  be  assigned  to  a 
careful  study  of  all  Indian  treaties  and  of  the  history  of  administra¬ 
tion  thereunder,  in  order  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  himself 
may  reoommend  legislation  looking  toward  the  securing  of  jurisdictional 
acts  that  will  permit  the  proper  presentation  of  hone  fide  claims 
before  the  Court  of  Vlaime  under  contracts  with  attorneys  that 
properly  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  It  is  urged  that 
the  investigation  on  the  part  of  Government  employees  recommended 
lo  neoesA*y  In  order  to  ©void  the  danger  of  the  employment  of 
attorneys  under  unconscionable  oontracts  with  Indian  tribes,  and  in 
order  promptly  and  righteously  to  determine  the  extent  of  Just 
claims  of  Indian  tribes  against  the  Government# 


f 


-56- 


8*  We  recommend  that  In  the  administration  of  Indian  property 
the  greatest  liberality  consistent  with  the  welfare  of  the 
individual  Indian  be  exercised  in  permitting  him  to  make  use  of 
his  own  funds  derived  as income  from  hie  own  property*  including 
rentals  of  all  kinds*  while  at  tho  same  time  the  greatest  care  be 
exercised  in  the  matter  of  granting  certificates  of  competency  or 
patents  in  fee  to  Indians  not  thoroughly  competent  to  protect 
their  property#  In  this  connection  we  commend  the  recently 
established  policy  of  the  Interior  Department  in  arbitrarily  issuing 
patents  in  foe  to  Indians  thoroughly  competent  to  handle  the  same 
but  who,  in  order  to  escape  tho  burden  of  taxation,  in  some  cases  do 
not  voluntarily  file  application  therefor# 

%  We  commend  the  policy  of  the  Indian  Bureau  in  placing  Indian 
children  in  public  schools  as  rapidly  as  adequate  facilities  therein 
are  provided,  however,  w©  wish  to  express  a  word  of  caution  against 
a  too  rapid  tendency  to  do  away  with  the  boarding  sohool  for  Indian 
children  in  tho  case  of  those  whose  home  facilities  are  not  such 
as  to  give  them  proper  industrial  and  moral  training# 
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10*  We  roaoxomend  that  most  careful  attention  be  given  to 
the  affaire  of  the  Pueblo  Indiana  in  New  Mexico  and  Origan* 
especially  to  their  request  to  have  the  lands  of  their  Pueblo 
grant  lands  taken  over  in  trust  by  the  Government* 


o  £  / 


LUMBERING  OPERATIONS 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 
Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Statement  for  year  ending  Sent ember  30,  1912. 
RESOURCES . 

Cash  in  office  26,616.34 

Cash  on  deposit ,Spl .Disb.Agt ’ s  Account  26,518.23 
"  "  w  Receipts  1,134,523.39 

Less  withdrawals  from 

Menominee  Log  Fund  075,433.56  159,090 .03 


S  tunic  age 

Accounts  Receivable 
Mills  and  Plant 

Lumber, lath, shingles , and  other  products 
Buildings 

Furniture  and  Equipment,  in  Buildings 
Water  Works,  Heating  and  Sewerage,  Plants 
Dams  and  Stream  Improvements 
Merchandise,  Supplies  and  Equipment 
Insurance  (Unexpirod  Premiums ) 

Electric  Light  <ic  Telephone  Systems 

Camp  Logging  Roads ,  Landings,  R.  R.  Spurs,  etc. 

Log  Loaders,  Wagons,  Sleighs ,  etc. 

Reservation  Improvements  40,429.27 

Reservation  Expense  10,117.84 

Education  of  Indians  96 ,829.70 

Farm 

Railroad  and  Equipment 
Live  Stock 

Loss  Dead  &  Down  Operations  269,695.92 

Interest  on  Investment,  Dead  and 

Down  Operations,  34 ,861. 92 


Less  33-1/3^  Indian  Labor,  Dead  & 
D  ow  n  Op  e  r  at  ions, 


304,557.84 

27,642.58 


212,222.62 

‘6,365,828.81 

15.401.19 
'  379,411.80 

538,693.49 

72,357.53 

4,238.54 

16.359.20 
538.35 

37,504.19 

7,305.96 

10,817.57 

17,935.32 

11,237.13 


155,376.90 
12,200.07 
90 , 657 . 26 
16,487.00 


276,915.26 

Profit  Green  Timber  Oper .  171,204.27 
Less  Int .  on  Investment  151,219.97 

19 , 984  .“30 

Plus  33-1/3 f  Indian  Labor  69,187.21  89,171.51 

Net  Profit  Greer.  Timber  Operations , 

Net  Loss  187,745.75 


8,152,316.68 


LIABILITIES 


Accounts  Payable 

Impairment  Account,  Depreciation  Plant,  etc. 

Reservation  Imp. 

United  States,  Cash  Investment 
w  n  Timber  ” 

Interest  on  Investment 


SB, 742. 06 
£3,172.87 
3,598.44 

1,062,106.79 

6,778,614.63 

186,081.89 

8,152,316.68 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 

Oct.  1,  1911,  to  Sept.  30,  1912. 

CREDIT . 


School  Expence 


Nov. 1,1 90 9,  to  June  30,1910  IB. 66 

7/1/1910,  to  12/31/1910  53.02 

Warehouse  Merchandise  , not  charged  Mar .  ,1912 ,Jbrs'.  3.34 
Reservation  Expense,  Plowing  Streets 

(Operation  6/SO/lO  to  9/SO/ll)  5.6 8 

"  Expense  Hauling  school  children  to 

Heshena'  Nov  .1  to  June  30,1910  26.83 

Difference  in  hotel  hoard  charged  operation, 

6/30/10  to  9/307ll  12.47 

Exceptions  to  Sol .Dish. Agt ’ s  account  by  U.S. 

Auditor  6/30/10  to  9/30/11  .  ,  22.36 

Stumro.ge  difference  in  dates(Doad  &  Down  Oper .  V  24 64.00’ 
«  "  "  "  11/1/09  to  6/30/IO  '  26835.46 

"  M  ”  "  w  Trespass  ll/l/oP- 

6/30/10  1.24 

Oil  tank  condemned,  now  repaired  and  put  in  use, 

(Dead  and  Down  Operations)  20. 

P.S. Everest,  over-remitted  to  Asst .Treas .Chicago 
Hotel  Account 
Hogs 

Ic®  " 

Interest  Earnings 
material  and 
and  repairin 
Planing  Mill 
Physician*  s.  Account 
Poles 

Profit  on  wanagan  sold  from  warehrus 

Pulpwood 


299 

282 

4 


00 

01 

73 

16 

09 


(charged  Menominee  Indians  on 
labor  advanced  in  construction 
r  dwellings  for  them) , 


Rent , dwellings 
M  tents 

"  stoves  and  miscellaneous 
Rock  Elm  Timbers 
Ties 

Tamarack  Piling 

Water  taken  by  Wis .  &  Nor.  R.  R.  Engines 
White  Pine  Timbers 

Wood 

Lumber 

Lath 

Crating 


190', 

5518 

896 

972 

•  562 

719 
2426 
4 

0 

6136 

2257 

31 

117 

3197 

661 

50926 

11949 

93 


14 

.06 

.09 

.07 

.46 

.35 

.76 

.35 

.40 

.68 

.04 

.08 

.60 

.33 

.32 

.42 

.08 

.93 


$114,817 .25 


debit . 


Error,  Ice  charged  Geo  Pecore,  Operation 
Error,  tent  rent  cahrged  Thoe  Priokett,  Oper. 

Error  (Logs  Or. 6  Dynamite  nrt'fha  ri)  4 

Operat  iono  7/1/10 ’  to  9/30/urge<1) 
Srespass,  Dirf^r«rr„  0+,,L  Y 

-lersr.ce  in  otumpage  operations 

0*i*p  B  Burning  Brush  A°  t0  YS0/l1 
operations  e/so/lo  to  9/30/11 
Fred  Putnam  (Uncollectible)  Treopase 

labor  P  r°  */™/l0  to  9/30/11 

Labor,  overpayraent^Oeo.  ^s7n  on  payroll 

BasslSdCBoltrPlPyaflS’  UnOPll9cUb3'4 

Shingles 


.60 

1.00 
OOP .37 

31.60 

3.54 

70.73 

SlO.gp 

lo.  on 
11.83 
64.47 
3.40 
681.87 
388.66 


8,657.97 


109,189.28 


PBOPIT . 


Credits  Operations  Previous  to  lO/l/ll  89,463.00 

'  4,477.74 

Profit  Operation  Oct. 1,1011,  to  Sept .30, 1912 
Plus  33-1/3*  Indian  Labor  0ct.l/ll  ■  »  . 


Less  Interest  or  Investment  w  M  "  »  n  „ 

I’Pt  Profit  "  "  »  »  n  » 

(Over  &  Above  stumpage  &  Interest) 


94 . 983 . 5? 

84,503.96 

£4,735.38 

108,939.34 

61,931.65 


57,007.69 


SUMMARY 

PROFIT  AND  LOSS 

Loss ,  Dead  and  Dowm  Operations 
Profit  Operations  Ncv.l/o9  to  June  30/l0 
n  "  7/1/10  to  0/30/11 

"  "  10/1/11  to  9/30/12. 

l<oss  on  operation 

Plus 

Interest  Dead  &  Down  Operation 

Operation  ll/l/oP  to  e/oO/lO 
"  "  7/1/10  to  9/30/ll 

"  "  10/1/11  to  9/30/19 

Less 

33-1/3/  Indian  Labor  Dead  cb  Down  Operation 
Operation  ll/l/o9  to 
6/30/10 

"  "  "  "  7/l/lC  to  9/30/11 

"  "  ll/l/ll  to  9/30/19 


30 

,844 

.16 

56 

,156, 

.16 

84 

,203, 

.96 

34  j 

,861, 

.92 

29, 

,062, 

.94 

70, 

,225, 

.38 

81  a 

,  931 . 

.66 

27, 

,642. 

,58 

14, 

,723. 

,92 

29, 

,727  4 

,91 

24, 

,735. 

,38 

269,696.92 

171,204.27 

98,491 .65 


186,081 .89 

284,573.64 


96,829.79 


-NOTE- 

Profit  to  Menominee  Indian  Tribe  on  Green  Timber  Operations 
only  (without  33-1/3/  Indian  Labor.) 

Stumpags  88,196,544  Ft.  at  average  of  £4 .98  459,684.96 

Interest  on  capital  invested  together  with 
all  sume  withdrawn  from  Menominee  Log 
Fund,  less  deposit  of  receipts  returned 

to  treasury  at  5/  151,219.97 

Profit  over  and  above  stump age  and  interest  19,984.30 


TOTAL 


610,889.23 


This  is  assuming  that  lumber  and  other  products  are  worth 
their  cost  an  1  the  most  conservative  estimate  in,  and  the 
books  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Kills  will  prove,  that  they 
are (excepting  shingles  and  basswood  bolts)  which  would,  if 
they  were  all  sold  on  Sept.  30,  1919,  increase  the  profit  over 
and  above  stumoagb  ar  d  interests  from  19,984.30  to  approximately 

f 100, 000. 00.  f 


LUMBER 


Inventory  Oct.  1,  1911 

615,486 .50 

Miscellaneous  Expenses, 

Insurance,  etc. 

13,293.30 

Logs 

172,296.14 

Stumpage,  logs 

141,374.24 

Unloading  M 

4,654.50 

Boomage 

6,768.98 

Manufacturing 

75,449.67 

Yarding 

25,258.56 

Piling 

14,995.76 

Shipping 

58,526.73 

Sales  Expense 

2,977.8 6 

Sales 

535,067.03 

Used  in  construction 

13,458.30 

Invent ory 

515,482.33 

Net 

Profit 

50,926.42 

$1,062,007.66 

$1,062,007.66 

Average  Sales  per  M'  $16.11 
"  Cost  "  "  !4«gQ 

"  Profit  w  "  #*  1.51 

33,780,412  Pt .  Lumber  Shipped. 


LATH 

Inventory  Oct. 

1,  1911 

4,629.73 

Miscellaneous 

Expenses,  Insurance,  etc. 

413.12 

Manufacturing 

8,291.17 

Yarding 

1,921.09 

Shipping 

1,201.19 

Sales  Expense 

164.90 

Sales 

24,470.62 

Used  in  construction 

96.76 

Inventory  Sept 

.  30,  1912 

4,002.90 

Net  Profit 

11,949.08 

$28,570.28 

$28,570.28 

Average  Sales  per  M 

$2.35 

n  Cost'  "  " 

1.19 

"  Profit  "  ” 

#1.16 

10,433,200  Lath  Shipped. 

CRATING 


Inventory  Oct.  1,  1911  1,642.61 
Manufacturing  2,879.80 
Yarding  639.18 
Shipping  12.59 
Miscellaneous  Expense,  Insurance,  etc.  53.05 
Sales  Expense  _ .84 


Sales 

Inventory  Sept.  30,  1912 

Net  Profit  95.95 

#5,322.00 


282.00 

5,0*0.00 


#5,322.00 


120,000  Ft.  Sold  and  Shipped 
Profit  per  M  78^. 


WOOD  ACCOUNT. 


Oct.  1,  1911,  Inventory 
Labor 

Board  of  Teams 
Blacksmith  shop.  Shoeing 
Depreciation,  Wood  Yard 

”  Wagons,  Sleighs,  etc 

"  Horses 

w  Harness 

4*  Slabs  Sold 
Live  Stock  Expense 
Sales  Expense 
General  Exnense 

Sales 
Inventory 

Net  Profit 

Approximately  1600  Cords 


104.00 
1,656.88 
432.23 

16.55 
29.95 
17.00 
38.07 
30.68 
18.00 

32.55 
60.00 
95.74 

2,980.00 
213.00 

681.57  

3,193.00  3,193.00 

Profit  approximately  41j^  per  Cord. 


U 


Paid  contractors 
Labor,  counting,  etc. 


TIES 


w  skidding,  loading,  etc. 

Board  of  Men 
w  ”  Teams 
Depreciation,  Horses 
”  Harness 

Live  Stock  Expense 
Trackage  paid  W.  &  N . ,  hauling 
R.  R.  Fuel  Expense,  Loading  and  hauling 
R.  R.  Supplies,  Lub.  &  W.  "  " 

Sales,  Expense  42.00 

"  (Traveling  of  Supfc.)  20.90 
General  .Logging  Expense 
General  Expense 
Stump age 

Freight  paid  on  ties  *»  Neopit  to  Shawano 


7,080.88 
6.20 
1,058.29 
352.79 
15.74 
2.86 
.84 
2.96 
2.40 
'  79.10 

6.09 


62.90 
36.65 
69.21 
2,153.32 
1, 168.48 


Used  by  Menominee  Indian  R.  R.  9629 
Sales 

Inventory  19606  ties  @  #‘  .157 

Net  Profit  ’2,257.04 

#14,354.75 


1,507 . 13 
9,769.48 
3,078.14 


#14,354.75 


Sold  and  shipped  30184  ties. 
Net  profit  per  tie  #  .07-2/5. 


PULPWOOD . 


Paid  contractors  for  Cutting  $1,667.12 

"  "  "  peeling  120.89 

General  Logging  Expense  5.00 

General  Expense  11.00 

Sales  "  20.00 


Sales 

Inventory 


2,574.91 

168.45 


Het  Profit  719.55  _ 

$2,545.36  $2,543.36 

634  Cds .  sold.  Profit  per  cord  $1.13 
634  cords  is  billed  against  purchaser  and  paid  for 
but  is  not  shipped.  Only  portion  of  it  is  peeled.  Balance  to 
be  peeled  and  adjustment  of  account  to  be  made  when  whipped. 


POLES . 


Paid  contractors  for  cutting 
Labor,  inspecting 

"  skidding  and  loading 
Board  of  men  "  "  w 

"  "  teams”  "  " 

Warehouse  ”  M  n 

Depreciation,  Horses,  Skidding  and  Loading 
"  Harness  "  ”  " 

Live  Stock  Expense  ”  M  " 

Trackage  paid  W.  &  N.  R.  R. 

Labor,  loading  and  transferring 
R.  R.  Fuel  Expense 
”  Supplies 
General  Logging  Expense 
General  Expense 
Sales  Expense 

Stumpage  (poles  cut  Oct.  l/ll  to  Sept.50/l2) 


672 . 94 

25.00 

170.83 

44.29 

16.04 

7.84 

1.38 

.40 

1.42 

12.00 

‘28.69 

79.10 

6.09 

13.68 

24.23 

25.00 

220.56 


Poles  used  in  electric  light  plant  const ruction (86  poles) 
Sales 

Inventory,  196  poles 


2, 


75.18 

115.10 

126.18 


Net  Profit  '  972.07 


$2,316.46  $2,316 .46 


1145  Poles  sold  and  shipped. 
Profit  per  pole  $  .85 


ROOK  ELM  TIMBERS 


Expense  of  logging  borne  by  purchaser. 
General  Expense 
General  Logging  Expense 
Sales  Expense 

Depreciation,  Camp  Buildings 
Stump age 


124.06 

89.56 

14.61 

100.00 

1,045.55 


Sales 


#7,608.44 

Net  Profit  6,156.68  _ _ 

$7,508.44  #7,508.44 

Profit  per  M  $29.46 
208,290  Ft.  sold  and  shipped. 


PINE  TIMBERS 

Expense  of  logging  borne  by  purchaser 


General  Expense 

44.63 

General  Logging  Expense 

52.15 

Sales  Expense 

4.26 

Stumpage 

668.53 

Sales 

#3,946.80 

Net  Profit  5,197.35 

$3 , 946 .80  #3,946.80 

Profit  per  M  #52.65 
60,720  Ft.  sold  and  shipped. 


Labor 

TAMARACK  PILING 

24.75 

General  Expense 

1.10 

General  Logging  Expense 

.80 

Stumpage 

2.75 

Sales 

60  .48 

Net  Profit  51 .08 


Profit  per  M  #27.26 
1140  Ft.  Sold. 


60.48 


60.48 


PLANING  MILL 


Labor 

Power  furnished  by  saw  mill 
Planing  mill  supplies,  Misc . 

tt  "  *  Lub.  &  Waste 

Electric  Light  Expense 

Depreciation,  Water  Works,  Plant  &  System 
"  "  "  Fire  Pump 

”  "  "  Hose  &  Equipment 

"  500*  Fire  Limit 

"  Planing  Mill  &  Machinery 

Nightwatch  expense 

Fire  Protection,  Cleaning  up  refuse,  etc. 

Insurance 

General  Expense 


$  8,785.68 
640.50 
’  636.34 

190.69 
118.54 
35.97 
2.46 
19.77 
12;  87 
984.01 
55.55 
70.33 
352.35 
476.53 


14,172,832  Ft.  Milled  at  various  prices 

Net  Profit  ’  5,518.08 

v $15 , 899.67 


$15 ,8*99 .67 


$15,899.67 


Average  price  received  for  milling  lumber  $1.12  per 
M  cost  to  work  lumber  w  ” 

Average  Profit  .25  "  " 

Average  cost  to  work  lumber  without  overhead  charges 

0 oc t  of  building  and  machinery  $26,556.80 
”  w  repairs  _ 565 .25 

$26,920.03 

Profit  of  13$  on  investment. 


HOTEL 


W  ood 

Depreciation,  Heating  Plant 
$  Sewerage 

Water  Works,  Plant  &  System 
"  Fire  Pump 
"  "  Hose  &  Equipment 

Hotel  Building 

n  Furniture  &  Equipment 
"  Wells  &  Pumos 

Night watch  Expense 
Telephone  Expense 
Insurance 

Electric  Light  Expense 


I  320.50 
175.20 
3'3 .49 
23.98 
1.64 
13.18 
403.33 
235.28 
'  16 . 17 

1  65.55 

25.77 
218.00 
292.97 


Rental  Received 

Net  Profit 


599.75 

$2,214.79 


1 2",  214  .79 


$2,214.79 


Hotel  leased  to  Ira  A.  Beane,  at  a  rental  of  50^  per  week 
per  man,  computed  on  number  of  meals  of  men  boarding  at  hotel. 


Cost  Buildigg 
*  Repairs 
”  Equipment 


$10,119.41 

865.82 

2,955.57 


Investment 

Profit  of  2.75?  on  investment 


$13,940.80 


PHYSICIAN'S  ACCOUNT 


Inventory  Drugs,  etc.,  Oct.  1,  1911 

$  351.23 

Labor 

1,200.00 

Drugs, 

etc.  (purchased) 

703 . 15 

Board  of  Physician's  Horse 

250.88 

Depreciation  Physician's  Dwelling 

62.29 

It 

"  Furniture 

4.36 

" 

"  Office 

13.70 

it 

"  "  Equip.  &  RHKRiiux 

Instruments 

29.15 

It 

Keating  Plant,  Office  &  Dwelling 

41.21 

It 

Sewerage,  Dwelling 

11.16 

It 

Water  Works,  Plant  &  System 

11.99 

tl 

”  "  Fire  Pump" 

.82 

f! 

"  "  Hose  &  Equipment 

6.59 

It 

Wagons,  Sleighs,  etc. 

7.00 

" 

Horse 

21.14 

It 

Harness 

18.07 

Live  Stock  Expense 

17.68 

Eleotric  Light  Expense 

54.15 

Long  Distance  Telephone  Expense 

.90 

Friefcht 

on  Water  Samples 

1.15 

General 

Expense 

71.32 

Medical  Fees  collected 

Inventory  Drugs,  etc.,  Sept.  30,  1912 

Death  &  Accident  Expense 
Net  Profit 


Net  Profit  $896.81 

Death  &  Accident 

Expense  290.12 


$3,897.37 

467.49 

290.12 
896.81  


$4,064.86  $4,064.86 


$1,186.93 


RENT,  DWELLINGS 


Depreciation,  Wells  and  pumps  $  59.49 

Permanent  Dwellings  1,509.39 

"  Tarpaper  "  551.40 

Water  Works,  Pfcant  &  System  11.99 

"  Fire  Pump'  1  .89 

”  «  m  Hose  &  Equipment  6.59 

Insurance  56.69 

Labor, Supt .Const .looking  after  rentals,  etc.  170 ioo 

Lumber  given  employees  for  fences  for  gardens  9.44 

Rent als 

Net  Profit 


Cost  Dwellings 
w  Repairs 
Investment 


$43,457.39 

2,465.95 


$45,993.52 
Profit  of  5.3$  on  investment 


2 ,426 .75 

$4,802.49 


$4,802.49 


$4,802.49 


Rentals 


RENT,  TENTS 


Net  Profit 


$4.35 

$4.35 


$4.35 


1.35 


Rent als 


RENT,  STOVES  &  MISCELLANEOUS 


Net  Profit 


$8.40 

$8.40 


$8.40 


$8.40 


'  HOGS 


Inventory  Got.  1,  1911,  hogs  £489. 00 

"  "  "  "  feed  4.68 

Warehouse,  feed  49.08 

v 

Labor  and  expense  penning  and  loading  60.10 

Trackage  paid  W.  &  N.  R.  R.  Oo.  1.20 


Sales 


Net  Profit 


282.16 

£886.22 


Water  taken  by  Wis.  &  Nor.  R.  R.  Co.  Engines 
Total  water  taken 


$117.60 

$117.60 


$886.22 

$886.22 

$117.60 


Net  Profit 


$117.60 


ICS 


Labor  Harvesting,  etc 

Blacksmith  shop,  showing,  •» 

Warehouse  n 

Board  of  Teams  w 

Live  Stock  Expense  m 

General  Expense  » 

Depreciati on,  Horses,  » 


Ice  House  Building 
"  ”  equipment 

Labor  and  Expense  delivering 


221.62 

1.25 

3.85 

16.03 

1.48 

14.76 

1.43 

.42 

40.24 

.93 

40.00 


Sales 

Inventory 

Net  Profit 


4.09 

346.10 


331.10 

15.00 


346.10 


PROFIT  ON  WANAGAN 


SOLD  TO  EMPLOYEES  DIRECTLY  FROM  WAREHOUSE. 

Profit  Oct.  1,  1911  to  sept.  30,1912  523.29 

Discount  on  Invoices  39.17 

Net  profit  %  562.46  _ 

$  562.46  562.46 

INTEREST  EARNINGS. 

Interest  charged  to  Menominee  Indians  for 
whom  the  Menominee  Indians  Mills  have  built 

and  repaired  houses  at  on  amounts  advanced,  $ 190. 14 

Net  Profit,  $190.14 

$190.14  190.14 


WOOD-CO'TTHACT 


Wood  Piled  while  burning  Brush  Cp.  5 


Paid  contractors  for 

outting 

$1,736.00 

Labor 

Hauling 

149.47 

Board  of  Teams 

H 

118.48 

Depreciation,  horses 

N 

6.32 

M  harness 

N 

» 

1.86 

M  Wagons, 

Sleighs,  etc. 

9.75 

Live  Stock  Expense 

6.56 

General  Logging  Expense 

5.00 

General  Expense 

18.14 

Sales  Expense 

20.00 

Sales 

1,337.25 

Inventory  1,398-J-  Cds.  &  80/ 

1,118.80 

Net  Profit 

384.47 

#2,456.05 

#2,456.05 

Sales  521^-  Cds.  Profit  73/  per  cord 
Profit  credited  to  Cp.  5  Burning  Brush. 


SUMMARY  OP  PROFIT  ON  WANAGAN 


CAMPS. 

Inventories  Oct.  1,1911 
Warehouse 

transferred,  from  camps 

Sales 

Discount  on  invoices 
Transferred  from  camps 
Returned  to  Warehouse 
Inventories  on  hand  Sept. 30, 1912 
Net  Profit 


276.32 

5,764.85 

487.26 


1.966.50 

8,494.93 


Profit  on  goods  sold  36# 

Profits  credited  to  camp  accounts. 

PROFIT  ON  WANAGAN  SOLD  BY  CAMPS, 
PROFIT  ON  WANAGAN  SOLD  to  Mill  and 
Yard  employees  by  War  house, 

TOTAL  PROFIT  on  wanagan, 


7,287.32 

120.66 

525.23 

39.85 

521.87 

8,494.93 


$1,966.50 


562.46 

2,528.96 


CAMP  POUR  WANAGAN 


29.06 


Inventory  Oct.  1,1911 
Warehouse  124,37 

Sales 

Discount  on  Invoices 
Retbimned  to  Warehouse 

Net  Profit  49,98 

203.41 

Profit  on  goods  sold  40# 

Profit  credited  to  Basavrood  bolts. 


CAMP  ELEVEN  WANAGAN 

Inventory  Oct. 1,1911 
Warehouse 

Transferred  from  Cp.14 


168.39 

2,227.57 

96.80 


167.02 

3.04 

33.35 


203.41 


Sales  3,048.54 

Discount  in  Invoises  49.47 

Transferred  to  Cp.ll  Burning  Brush  177.16 

"  M  Cp.15  37.97 

Net  Profit  820.38  _ 


3,313.14  3,313.14 

Profit  o#  goods  sold  36# 

Profit  credited  to  Cp.ll  Logs,  Cp.  Loading  Logs, 


and  Cp .  Burning  Brush.  Pro-rated  on  labor 


CAMP  TWELVE  WAN A GAN 


Inventory  Oct.  1,1911 
Warehouse 


78.87 

1,905.17 


Sales 

Discount  on  Invoices 
Transferred  to  Cp.14 
Net  Profit 


2,236.74 

37.43 

213.30 

503.43  

2,487.47  2,487.47 


Profit  on  goods  sold  28# 

Profit  credited  to  Cp .12  Logs,  Cp.  12  Loading 
Logs  and  Cp.l  Burning  Brush,  Pro-rated  on  Labor. 


CAMP  FOURTEEN  WANAGAN, 


Warehouse 

Transferred  from  Cp.  12 


1,443.24 

213.30 


Sales  1,731.37 

Discount  on  Invoices  29,96 

Transferred  to  Cp.  11  96.80 

Inventory  Sept. 30, 1912  358.23 

Net  Profit  559.82  _ 


2,216.36  2,216.35 


Profit  on  goods  sold  46# 

Profit  credited  to  Cp.  14  Logs,  Cp.14  Loading  Logs, 
and  Cp.  14  Burning  Brush.  Prorated  on  labor. 


CAMP  THIRTEEN  W ANA GAN 

Warehouse 

22.50 

Sales 

19.00 

Returned  tonwarehouse 

6.50 

Net  Profit 

3.00 

25.50  25.50 

Profit  on  goods  sold  18# 

Profit  credited  to  Cp .  13  Burning  Brush 


CAMP  ELEVEN  BURNING  BRUSH  WAN&&AN 

Transferred  from  Co. 11 

177.16 

Warehouse 

42.00 

Sales 

84.65 

Discount  on  Invoices 

.76 

Inventory  Sept.  30,1912 

163.64 

Net  Profit  29.89  _ 

249.05  249.05 

Profit  on  goods  sold  52# 

Profit  credited  to  Cp.ll  Burning  Brush. 


SHINGLES 


Inventory  v  Oct.  1,1911 

Mi  sc.  Expense,  Insurance,  etc. 

Shipping 

Sales  Expense 

Manufacturing 

Shingle  limber 

Stumpage 

Yarding 

Unloading 

Boomage 

Sales 

^sed  in  construction 
Inventory  Sept.  30,1912 
Uet  Loss 

Average  cost 
»  Sal G3 
n  Loss 

2,843,500  shipped 
21. 750  Shortage 


1.86  per  M 
1.71  "  " 

.15  M  M 


3,098.00 
104.48 
182.50 
29.02 
1,635.24 
1,  390.31 
643.59 
22C.85 
21.67 
98.70 


7,424.36 


4,415.75 

485.90 

2.134.05 

388.66 

7,424.36 


2,865,250 


BASSWOOD  BOLTS 


Labor 

Board  of  Men 
w  *»  vTeams 
Tools  and  Equipment 
Blacksmith  shop,  shoeing 
Camp  Buildings 

Paid  Contractors  for  cutting  by  cord 
«  "  M  hauling 

Depreciation,  Horses 
"  Harness 

Live  Stock  Expense 
General  Expense 
General  Logging  Expense 
Sales  Expense 


1,569.46 
708.41 
190.05 
96.82 
14.00 
109.30 
122.40 
1,163.67 
16.81 
4.95 
.  17.44 

123.13 
72.96 
020.00 


Profit  on  Wanagan  sold 

Sales 

Inventory 

Net  Loss  _ 

$4,229.40 

Loss  per  cord,  $  1.51 
453  cords  sold  and  shipped. 


29.98 

2,599.71 

897.84 

681.87 

$4,229.40 
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+ 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE  ASSISTANT  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 

October  2,  1913, 


My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


I  think  you  may  be  interested  in  the 

enclosed  copy  of  the  schedule  of  the  present 

/ 

Indian  Office  organization,  an^  the  printed 
regulations  governing  Indian  Schools  and  the 
handling  of  individi^al  Indian  money. 

These  regulations  ar*  some  which  were 
prepared  by  me  several  months  ago,  but  which 
have  just  recently  been  approved  and  promul¬ 
gated  by  the  Department. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


+ 


(copy) 


+ 


s~i  Kooss  m$  Bureau  of  nea* 

Oetober  XI,  1915* 

Tb©  seeretary  of  the  Interior, 

Washington, 

siri 

X  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  thin 
d*y  entered  upon  duty  as  Seeretary  end  Special 
biebnreini;  A&ent  of  the  United  Statea  Board  of 
Indian  eoraaleadonore* 


+ 


» 

B-v  Hoorn  28,  Bureau  of  Mines 

October  16,  1915. 

Hon*  George  Vaux,  Jr*, 

Chairman,  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

1606  Morris  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

ay  dear  Ur*  Vouxi 

I  hasten  to  send  to  you  copy  of 
a  letter  Juat  this  moment  received  from  Honorable 
A*  A*  Jones,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
relative  to  the  printing  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  Board*  Copies  of  the  Secretary *s  letter  and 
this  letter  to  you  are  being  nailed  to  all 
members  of  the  Board* 

Sincerely  yours, 


Secretary 


+ 


.  (o  o  p  y  > 

DEPARTSIEKT  OF  THE  IHTMIGR 

Washington 


October  14,  191S* 


The  Board  of  Indian  Corals  si  oners# 
Washington*  D*  C* 


Sira  i 

tour  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Juno  30#  1913*  haa  Wen  forwarded  to  the  printer# 
but  it  has  been  deeded  advisable  not  to  print  the 
report  by  Mr*  barren  K*  Moorehead  on  conditions  In 
Oklahoma*  This  report  by  Mr*  Moorehoad  la  a 
valuable  one  to  the  files  of  this  office#  but  1  do 
not  feel  that  It  Is  proper  to  print  this  article 
as  a  portion  of  a  Department  report*  this  report 
eontain®  a  rather  severe  criticism  of  the  action 
of  the  Oklahoma  delegation  in  Congress#  and  it  is 
not  believed  that  it  is  within  the 
an  executive  department  to  issue  printed  matter  * 
reflecting  upon  the  attitude  of  members  of  a 
coordinate  branch  of  the  Government*  'This  report 
also  contains  a  statement  concerning  general 
conditions  in  Oklahoma  that  are  only  indirectly 
related  to  the  problems  of  the  Indians*  These 
statements  will  stir  up  antagonism  and  resentment 
in  Oklahoma#  add  I  fear  will  only  add  to  the 
difficulties  already  presented  in  working  out  the 
problems  of  the  Oklahoma  Indians*  This  Department 
has  no  desire  to  curtail  a  full  and  free  discussion 
of  administrative  problems#  but  many  things  that 
might  be  said  with  freedom  by  a  person  acting  in 
his  individual  capacity  cannot  well  be  printed  in 
a  report  Issued  by  an  executive  department* 

Respectfully# 

A.A*  JOKES* 

Acting  Secretary* 


(0  p  P  Y) 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
General  Land  Office 
Washington. 

October  17,  1913. 

(  Procedure  in  passing  upon  the 
(  sufficiency  of  fourth  section 
(  allotments. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott, 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Sir: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October 
13>  1913,  in  which  you  ask  to  be  furnished  with  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  procedure  followed  in  passing  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  allotment  applications  on  the  public 
domain,  made  by  Navajo  and  Papago  Indians  of  Arizona  and 
New  Mexico,  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  general  allot¬ 
ment  act,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  construction 
placed  by  this  office  upon  the  term  "settlement",  as  a  pre¬ 
requisite  to  the  approval  of  applications  for  allotments 
under  the  said  act. 

Under  the  form  of  proof  required  of  an  Indian  in 
connection  with  his  allotment  application  under  the  act  of 
February  8,  1887,  (24  Stat.,  388),  and  the  acts  amendatory 


October  18#  1915 


To  Members  of  the  Hoard  of  Indian  Commissioners: 

Commissioner  Sells  today  gave  me  two  bits  of 
information  which  will  be  of  interest  to  you: 

First#  Congress  yesterday  passed  a  special  bill 

permitting  the  use  of  #10# 000  of  the  appropriation  of 

#60# 000#  carried  in  the  last  Indian  Bill  for  the  determining 

of  heirs  to  deceased  Indians#  for  the  employment  of  clerks 

in  the  Indian  Office-  This  will  permit  the  Indian  Office 

that 

to  keep  the  office  end  of  this  Important  work  abreast AOf 
the  field  men: 

Second#  word  has  just  been  received  from  Guthrie# 
Oklahoma#  of  the  reindictment  by  the  Federal  Grand  Jury# 
under  new  charges#  of  officials  of  the  Uncle  r>am  Oil  Company 
and  others  interested  in  efforts  last  year  to  control  the 
Osage  council  in  the  matter  of  the  leasing  of  Osage  oil 
lands.  In  the  indictment  these  men  are  charged#  not  only 
with  conspiracy#  but  with  alienating  the  Indians  from 
the  Government. 


Secretary. 


Honorable  A  A  Jones, 

Aotir.g  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Sir: 

I  have  received  through  Honorable  F.  H.  Abbott  copy  of  your  letter 
to  the  Board  of  Indian  Corn!  as  toners.  I  have  not  hr.  a  time  to  consult  with 
the  other  tnember*  of  the  Board,  end  this  reply  is  fonauisted  on  my  own 
responsibii ity. 

I  note  that  you  doc  tine  to  publish  in  the  annuel  report  of  the  Board 
of  Indian  Commissioner. 3,  my  investigation  of  conditions  in  Oklahoma.  I  am 
both  pained  ?.nd  .astonished  at  your  decision. 

Some  years  *go,  Honorable  James  R  Garfield,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  declined  to  print  our  report  taking  tho  grounds  that  the  Board 
was  not  sufficiently  active,  or  was  presenting  synopsis  of  investigations 
by  others.  During  the  phat  fe  years  I  have  rarvda  loroe  investigations  with 
the  sanction  of  members  of  this  Board. 

Fro®  your  letter,  you  object  to  my  report  not  because  it  is  a  state¬ 
ment  of  intolerable  conditions  obtaining  in  Oklahoma,  and  true,  but  because 

it  will  involve  the  Department  in  a  Congressional  controversy,  or  if  not, 
will  cause  trouble  in  Oklahoma. 

Fro®  tho  position  taken  by  your  predecessor,  end  the  position  now 
assumed  by  yourself,  it  would  seem  to  me  aa  *  member  of  the  Board  that  wo 
must  neither  be  sggreasive  in  las  cruse  of  publicity  nor  act  in  the  capacity 
of  reviewers. 

I  tua  thoroughly  familiar  with  tho  Oklahoma  situation  and  have  reports 
loom  moat  of  you r  officials  in  the  field  iheae  indicate  that  the  bulk  of 


our  Indiana  are  drifting  into  pauperism  and  that  unless  reforms  are  not 
only  instituted  but  put  into  effect,  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  will 
assume  a  grievous  burden. 

Publicity  is  all  that  will  3eve  the  Oklahoma  situation  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  with  the  exception  of  Honorable  William  H  Murray  and  one 
or  two  others,  that  the  Oklahoma  Congressmen  will  oppose  that  which  should 
be  done  in  Oklahoma,  do  thing  short  of  the  fullest  and  freest  publicity, 
including  an  expose  at  length  of  all  persons,  whether  high  or  low,  engaged 
in  Oklahoma  affairs  will  force  action  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  By  sup¬ 
pressing  my  report,  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  you  give  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  vary  forces  I  Ain  combatting,  and  the  influences  that  your  best 
men  in  Oklahoma  are  opposing. 

The  American  people  3hould  xnow  the  truth  regarding  affairs  in 
Oklahoma.  If  the  Indians  there  have  not  been  defrauded  out  of  their 
property,  the  Oklahoma  delegation  would  not  oppose  the  publishing  of  my 
report,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  it  would  strengthen  them  and  cast 
discredit  u;  on  me.  They  know  very  well  that  the  report  is  true. 

Please  do  not  misunderstand  me  when  I  say  that  we  are  face  to  face 
with  a  crisis  in  Indian  affairs.  That  although  your  great  office  would 
be  the  last  to  eounte.nr.noe  further  despoliation  of  the  Indian,  yet  your 
proposal  to  suppress  a  .just  and  true  report  of  the  needs,  the  sufferings, 
and  tae  rights  of  the  Oklahoma  Indians,  simply  plays  into  the  hands  of  the 
grafters.  We  need  the  mailed  fist,  the  drawn  sword  in  the  Indian  Service, 
have  had  far  too  much  diplomacy. 


I  greatly  deprecate  your  notion,  find  beg  that  you  reconsider 
asme.  If  you  conclude  that  my  official  report  must  not  be  published, 
then  i  shall  fee.  it  my  duty,  as  a  friend  of  the  Indian,  to  publish  this 
end  other  metters  in  book'  form  in  all  their  details,  in  order  that  our 
recent  dealings  with  the  Indian  may  take  their  proper  place  in  American 
History. 


Member  of  the  United  States  B0ard  of  Indian  Commissioners. 


Chicago.  October  21st,  1913. 


Mr.  barren  K.  Moor ahead , 

Andover,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

Referring  to  copy  of  your  letter  of  October  / 
18th,  to  Hon.  A.  A.  Jones,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
7, hi oh  you  nailed  to  Mr,  Ayer,  I  have  forwarded  same  to  Mr. 
Ayor,  wlio  is  at  Hot  Springs,  Virginia,  at  "The  Homestead" 
hotel.  I  understand  he  intends  to  return  to  Chicago  the 
latter  part  of  this  month. 

Yours  very  truly, 

f  . 


/  ^ 
Secretary- 


A 


Christian  Catenae  Monitor 
October  E5,  1915* 


EXPERT  C02T7K0L  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 


The  plan  Indorsed  by  the  Mohonk  conference  for  taking  the 
Indian  problem  out  of  politics  and  putting  It  under  the  control 
of  a  comrai salon  of  paid  specialists  Is  one  that  commends  Itself 
to  moot  persons  at  all  conversant  with  present  and  past  results 
of  a  no re  or  less  partisan  and  amateur  method.  Canada,  for 
instance,  never  hae  had  any  such  scandals  in  her  Indian  service 
as  the  United  States  has  had*  Her  Indian  policy  does  not 
undergo  any  such  violent  changes  as  often  come,  in  the  United 
States,  with  naming  of  secretaries  of  interior,  Canada  conse¬ 
quently  has  steadily  conserved  the  life,  property  and  tribal 
welfare  of  her  aborigine®,  and  has  policed  their  doings  with 
tact  and  firmness. 

To  induce  the  United  States  Congress  to  concede  to  any 
commission  full  authority  over  all  aspects  of  the  Indian  service, 
is  &  chimerical  task.  Final  authority,  especially  fiscal, 
it  will  net  demit.  iiut  it  can,  and  perhaps  should,  give  to  a 
new  creation,  a  new  administrative  agency,  powere  not  divided 
between  officials  in  the  department  of  the  interior,  who  are 
already  overburdened  with  duties.  There  is  reason  for 
believing  that  officials  who  have  endeavored  to  cope  with 
Indian  problems  under  present  inadequate  and  ineffective  methods 
of  administration  would  favor  any  action  by  Congress  looking  toward 
more  rational  methods.  Of  course  Congress,  once  it  intimated 
any  purpose  of  the  sort,  would  bo  beset  by  forces  which  profit 
pecuniarily  by  lax  and  ineffective  guardianship  of  Indian 
propert’  rirhte.  Anything  that  will  tend  toward  genuine 
conservation  of  the  billion  dollars*  worth  of  property  which  the 
Indians  have  In  likely  to  be  fought  resolutely  by  benal 
factors  in  political  life. 
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BOARD  OP  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


Washington,  D.  0. 
Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines. 


October  27,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Building 
Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  at  Mohonk 


Lake,  on  Thursday,  October  23d,  it  was  decided  to  hold  another 
meeting  at  the  Board's  offices  in  Washington,  on  November  7th 
and  November  8th.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  primarily 
to  discuss  the  estimates  made  to  Congress  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Indian  service  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915, 
and  to  take  up  these  estimates  in  a  preliminary  way  with  members 
of  the  Indian  committees  as  well  as  with  the  administrative 
officers  of  the  Interior  Department  and  the  Indian  Office.  It 
is  indended  at  this  meeting  to  map  out  a  definite  program  for 
the  coming  year  with  respect  to  investigations  in  the  field  and 
administrative  and  legislative  matters  requiring  attention  in 
Washington.  Owing  to  the  very  great  importance  of  the  subjects 
to  be  discussed  and  their  bearing  upon  the  future  activities  of 
the  Board,  I  was  directed  to  invite  attention  to  tho  urgency  of 
having  all  members  of  the  Board  present. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Signed)  P.  H.  Abbott, 


Secretary. 


Mr.  Moorehead’s  Card  of  Correction 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  Townsman 
was  contained  an  article  copied  from 
a  press*  dispatch^  and  stating  that  I 
was  censured  by  tire  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  As  this  has  caused  some 
comment  in  Andover,  I  desire  to  in¬ 
form  the  public  that  I  was  not  cen¬ 
sured  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Inter¬ 
ior,  and  that  no  telegram  from  him 
was  received  by  me. 

The  story  is  entirely  too  long  to 
be  narrated  in  your  columns.  Suf¬ 
fice  it  to  say  that  the  fight  for  pub¬ 
licity  in  Indian  affairs  was  won  in¬ 
dependently  of  the  action  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  not  pub¬ 
lishing  an  official  report.  The  Lake 
Mohonk  Conference,  where  the  facts 
were  made  public,  voted  unanimously 
tc  establish  a  certain  platform,  and 
in  this  platform  a  National  Commis¬ 
sion  to  take  over  Indian  Affairs  was 
recommended.  My  paper  at  the  re¬ 
cent  Conference  was  prepared  solely 
with  this  end  in  view.  The  refusal 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
print  my  report  resulted  in  its  ob¬ 
taining  ten  times  the  publicity  it 
would  have  received  had  he  published 
it.  At  this  writing  I  am  in  receipt 
of  press  clippings  and  letters  from 
all  over  the  country  concerning  the 
affair,  and  requesting  copies  of  the-, 
pamphlet  exposing  the  dreadful  situ¬ 
ation  in  Oklahoma. 

This  pamphlet  had  been  printed 
here  in  Andover  last  May  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  adverse  action  as  to  publi¬ 
cation  in  Washington. 

What  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
objected  to  was  not  my  individual 
work,,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
drawn  into  a  controversy  with  Con¬ 
gress  and  he  acted  within  his  rights 
in  declining  to  print  a  reflection  on 
Congress,  for  the  reason  that  he  is 
dependent  on  that  body  for  his  ap¬ 
propriations.  Neither  the  Secretary, 
nor  Congress,  nor  any  of  the  Okla¬ 
homa  grafters  denied  the  statements 
made,  and  all  of  them  have  access  to 
copies  of  my  report,  in  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  office,  the  Indian  Office,  and 
library  of  Congress. 

As  the  present  fight  in  Oklahoma 
centers  about  property  of  enormous 
value  (rising  $500,000,000)  the  Secre¬ 
tary  must  be  very  circumspect  with 
reference-  to  his  official  action.  His 
personal  letter  to  me  indicates  that 
he  is  entirely  in  sympathy  with  me. 
It  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  Press, 
in  its  otherwise  correct  statement, 
implied  that  I  was  censured.  If 
there  is  any  censure  at  all  to  be 
found  in  the  fight  for  justice  for  the 
Indian,  it  is  on  Washington  rather 
than  on  me. 

W.  K.  MOOREHEAD 
Member  U.  S.  Board  Indian 
Commissioners 
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Warren  R.  Keith  of  Brockton,  Progre^ 
,  sive  Party.  6 

Frederick  W.  Mansfield  of  Boston,  Demo¬ 
cratic. 
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Herbert  S.  Brown  of  Greenfield,  Pro¬ 
hibition. 
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Samuel  P.  Levenberg  of  Boston,  Social¬ 
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James  E.  Donoghue  of  Lawrence,  Demo¬ 
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Edward  G.  Frothingham  of  Haverhill, 
^  Republican. 

Nathan  Huntington  of  Merrimac,  Social¬ 
ist. 

Charles  P.  Tindley  of  Beverly,  Progres¬ 
sive  Party. 

SENATOR.  Vote  for  One 
Fifth  Essex  District 

John  P.  S.  Mahoney-  of  Lawrence,  Demo¬ 
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John  E.  Cuddy,  Jr.,  of  Lawrence,  Demo¬ 
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Party. 

Carl  Vogt  of  Methuen,  Socialist. 

John  Witzgall,  Jr.,  of  Lawrence,  Social¬ 
ist. 
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COURT.  Vote  for  One 
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Peter  Carr  of  Lawrence,  Democratic. 
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Frederick  Butler  of  Lawrence,  Republi¬ 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  'THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Andover,  Mass.,  November  3 ,  1913. 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. , 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  clear  Hr.  Ayer: 

I  have  not  written  you  since  the.  Mohonk  Conference,  being 
too  busy.  I  suppose  you  are  still  away  from  Chicago. 

The  publicity  campaign  I  h:.  ve  been  waging  is  :  the  best  thing 
that  ever  happened  for  the  American  Indian.  There  have  been  press 
notices  all  over  the  United  States  and  I  have  received  personal 
letters  from  many  people. 

At  the  conference  the  business  committee  included  in  the 
annual  platform  my  suggestion  that  a  IT  tional  Commission  with 
absolute  authority  be  a,p]  ointed  to  handle  Indiai  *<  blem. 

The  Conference  voted  to  adopt  this. 

Nearly  everyone  thought  it  was  the  '  est  Conference  hold, 
h  e  Government  employees  wer  .  all  in  ->.vor  o  ion.  I 

think  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  Board  approved  of  all  that 
was  done.  Hr  Smiley  did  and  also  the  others. 

It  is  unfortunate  the  newspapers  stated  the  Secretary  of  the 
t  ric  •  c .  ...  .  i  untrue  arc  '  e  •  id  re  c  H  3 

sort.  There  were  unusual  number  of  newspaper  men  present  and  much 
erest  centered  in  what  our  Board  was  doing.  I  hand  yc 
card  of  correction  printed  in  our  local  paper  here  which  gives  the 
r  Lon. 

■  Le  report  0  what  was  fc  i  ,  .H  ri  v  tel"- 

by  me,  was  given  ten  times  the  publicity  it  would  otherwise  have 
received,  by  the  Secretary's  action.  We  are  now  busy  :  ing  out 

co]  ies  and  the  re  ort  .will  soon  be  exhausted. 

e<  r.  Ahhott,  our  Secretary,  the  vouchers  for  the  money 
spent  in  Oklahoma  and  you  can  have  them,  or  see  them,  at  any  time. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  see  you  some  time  this  winter. 

With  best  wishes ,  I  am, 

Very  sincerely  yours,  /1  /]  s' 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


B-a 


Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines 


November  8,  1913 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  have  mailed  today 

letters  to  other  members  of  the  Board  similar 
to  the  enclosed  copy,  in  accordance  with  your 
request.  I  am  also  enclosing  herewith  copy 
of  my  Mohonk  paper  on  the  Navaho  situation. 
After  you  have  had  opportunity  to  read  this 
paper,  on  account  of  your  wide  first  hand 
knowledge  of  the  Navaho,  I  should  very  much 
like  to  have  your  frank  criticisms  of  the  same* 
I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Ayer  had  a  safe 
and  pleasant  journey  home. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


B-v 


Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines 


November  8,  1913. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Vaux: 

Commissioner  Ayer,  who  had 
another  satisfactory  conference  with  Secretary  Lane 
before  his  departure  for  Chicago  this  morning,  requested 
me  to  inform  the  other  members  of  the  Board  that  the 
Secretary  wished  him  to  day  to  all  members  of  the  Board 
that  he  was  pleased  to  know  that  Commissioners  Eliot 
and  Ketoham  were  making  plans  for  field  investigations 
among  the  Pueblo,  Papago  and  Navaho,  and  of  Commissioner 
Ayer  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  Menominee  Indian 
mills, and  that  he  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
would  be  glad  to  receive  reports  from  them. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  George  Vaux,  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


**!  tHE  NAVAHO  INDIAN?  AND  THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN. 

As  yet,  there  is  no  Navaho  Indian  problem.  There  never  need 
be  such  a  problem. 

The  most  of  our  so-called  Indian  "problems’'  today  are  due  to  the 
failure  of  the  government  in  the  past  to  grasp  the  situation  at  the 
time  and  to  act.  Administrators  or  legislators,  generally  with  good 
intentions,  but  often  with  woeful  lack  of  accurate  information  as  to 
the  real  conditions  and  needs  of  the  Indians,  have  left  the  barn 
door  open  while  the  horse  escaoed.  When  too  late  they  have  tried  to 
lock  the  door  and  often  have  engaged  in  useless  debate  as  to  which 
has  the  best  kind  of  lock  for -the  empty  barn.  At  White  Earth  the 
horse  escaoed  while  the  guards  slept.  The  Oklahoma  Indian  "problem" 
is  the  result  of  a  series  of  lapses,  legislative  and  administrative- 
failures  to  foresee  dangers  and  to  prevent  them  by  prompt  and  wise  and 

vigorous  action  needed  at  the  time. 

What  friends  of  the  Indians,  Inside  and  outside  the  government 
service  need  to  do  In  the  future  Is  to  spend  more  time  In  looking  the 
doors  and  less  time  in  chasing  the  thieves.  In  most  cases  the  theft 
oan  be  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  Intelligence  and  vlgilence 
and  courage  on  the  part  of  Indian  Service  officials.  For  instance, 
there  was  organized  a  little  more  than  one  year  ago  a  combination  to 
control  the  vast  oil  resources  of  the  Osage  Indians  which  if  it  had 
been  successful  would  have  dwarfed  the  White  Earth  scandal  into  in¬ 
significance.  But  it  didn't  win.  The  conspirators  were  caught  and 
downed  in  their  tracks;  and  because  of  their  defeat  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  annually,  which  if  the  combination  had  succeeded  would 
have  found  way  to  the  pockets  of  the  oil  men,  will  now  find  -\ay 
the  pookets  of  the  rightful  owners,  the  Indians. 
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Similar  prompt  a.  intelligent  action  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Navaho  Indians  will  prevent  the  origin  of  a  Navaho  problem  in  the 
sense  that  we  have  an  Oklahoma  Indian  problem. 

Today,  the  Navaho  Indians  are  unspoiled;  they  are  industrious, 
self-supporting,  temperate,  law  abiding,  altogether  the  most  prom¬ 
ising  full-blood  Indian  population  in  the  country.  The  total  popu¬ 
lation  reported  for  June  30,  1913,  was  31,635,  practically  all  full 
bloods.  By  the  treaty  of  1868  they  were  given  a  reservation  in 
Arizona  of  3,PP6,600  acres.  From  time  to  time  since  that  date,  their 
reservation  has  been  increased  and  modified  by  executive  orders  to 
meet  their  needs  until  their  reservation  now  includes  over  IP, 000, 000 
acres  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  On  June  30,  1913,  their  estimated 
personal  property  consisted  of  approximately  1,500,000  sheep  and 
goats;  30,000  cattle;  3P6,000  horses  and  mules,  while  the  blankets 
of  their  own  manufacture  for  the  year  amounted  probably  to  approxi¬ 
mately  $500,000,  and  their  agricultural  products  for  the  year  were 
probably  worth  $P50,000. 

In  addition  to  «this  personal  property,  the  rcerchanflab&e 
timber  on  the  reservation  is  estimated  at  3,000,000,000  feet,  worth 
$7 , 500,000,  while  the  reservation  is  underlain  with  one  of  the  lar¬ 
gest  low  grade  coal  beds  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  United  States, 
estimated  by  the  Geological  survey  to  cover  an  area  of  3,P08  square 
miles  and  to  contain  an  available  tonnage  of  16,170,000,000,  lying 
within  P, 000  feet  of  surface,  which  if  valued  at  one  cent  per  estimated 
ton  would  be  worth  over  $160,000,000. 

The  great  resources  of  these  Indians,  just  enumerated,  when  con¬ 
sidered  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  they  are  wholly  self-sup¬ 
porting,  would  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  their  future  welfare 
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without  government  intervention  or  much  government  supervision  beyond 
furnishing  schools  (1)  if  all  of  them  were  now  living  on  the  reser¬ 
vation;  (P)  if  there  were  unquestionably  room  within  the  borders  of 
the  present  reservation  for  all  to  live  and  maintain  themselves  and 
their  families;  (3)  if  there  were  no  danger  of  diminishing  the  pres¬ 
ent  area  of  their  holdings  through  an  ill-advised  and  over-hastened 
allotment  of  their  lands  and  opening  of  parts  of  the  reservation  to 
white  settlement  and  (4)  if  all  their  grazing  lands  were  compact, 
instead  of  being  checkerboarded  as  they  are  along  the  line  of  the 
Santa  Fe  railroad  by  the  holdings  of  alternate  sections  by  the  rail¬ 
road  company. 

It  is  these  four  conditions  in  Navaho  affairs  which  are  important 
for  present  consideration,  and  which  I  shall  attempt  briefly  to  present. 

(1)  THE  NONRESERVATION  NAVAHOES  AND  THEIR  ALLOTMENT  ON  THE 
PUBLIC  DOMAIN 

Estimates  varying  from  5000  to  9000  have  been  made  of  the  number 
of  Navaho  Indians  living  outside  the  reservation.  Of  these,  fewer 
than  1000  living  on  the  public  domain  are  still  unallotted.  They  are 
distributed  as  follows:  Pueblo  Bonito  country,  P50j  near  Gallup  and 
the  Fort  Defiance  jurisdiction,  160;  near  the  Eestern  Navaho  Juris¬ 
diction,  160;  near  Canoncito,  150;  near  the  Zuni  reservation,  100;  near 
the  San  Juan  jurisdiction,  50;  and  scattered  Indians,  estimated  at 
135.  Altogether  approximately  5000  allotments  have  been  made  to 
Navaho  Indians  of  which  about  1P54  have  been  made  to  Indians  residing 
on  the  public  domain.  (See  foot  note). 

Can  and  should  these  remaining  1000  unallotted  public  domain  Indians 
be  allotted  ? 

Under  the  law  they  are  clearly  entitled  to  allotment.  This  right 
is  specifically  conferr  d  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  General  Allot- 
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itself.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  have  no  discretion  whatever  in  the  premises. 

The  last  Indian  Bill  contained  an  item  providing  that  no  part  of 
the  appropriation  for  making  allotments,  surveys  and  resurveys  should 
be  used  to  allot  Indians  on  the  public  domain  in  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico.  Some  have  understood  that  provision  as  setting  up  a  bar  to 
further  allotment  of  Navaho  Indians  on  the  pbulic  domain.  Such  is  not 
the  case.  This  proviso  merely  places  the  Indian  on  the  public  domain 
on  exactly  equal  footing  with  the  white  homesteader,  so  far  as  the 
expense  of  the  survey  is  concerned.  If  the  Indian  cares  to  pay  the 
cost  of  the  survey  necessary  to  trace  the  boundaries  of  his  allotment, 
and  makes  application  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  furnishes  the 
proof  of  settlement  required,  he  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  his  land. 

The  question  of  whether  the  remaining  Navaho  Indians  residing  on 
the  public  domain  ought  to  select  allotments  there  or  return  to  the 
reservation,  is  another  cnesfirneand  one  for  each  individual  Indian 
to  settle  for  himself. 

The  Navaho  Indian  who  decides  to  remain  on  the  public  domain 
necessarily  must  forfeit  all  further  right  and  interest  in  the  reser¬ 
vation.  Article  13  of  the  treaty  of  1868  provides,  Hif  any  Navaho 
Indian  or  Indians  shall  leave  the  reservation  herein  described  to 
settle  elsewhere,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  all  the  rights,  privileges 
and  annuities  conferred  by  the  terms  of  this  treaty".  Before  any  more 
Navaho  Indians  select  allotments  on  the  public  domain  they  should  be 
fully  advised  of  this  treaty  provision.  They  should  also  be  told  of 
the  estimated  timber  and  mineral  wealth  on  the  reservation  in  which 
they  would  share  if  they  should  remain  to  the  reservation.  They 
should  be  advised  furthermore  of  the  limitations  of  the  Indian  Office 
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to  protect  'then  or  their  property  on  the  public  domain,  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  their  allotments,  and  of  the  fuller  authority  of  the 
Indian  Office  within  the  borders  of  the  reservation.  They  should  be 
advised  too,  that  they  cannot  under  the  treaty  live  on  the  public 
domain  and  graze  their  stock  on  the  reservation,  that  they  must  make 
a  choice.  After  this  has  been  done  the  representations  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  will  have  done  their  full  duty  and  will  have  gone  as  fai?  as 
they  have  a  moral  or  legal  right  to  go.  Then,  the  Indian  should  be 
left  to  choose  for  himself. 

Since  the  acquisition  of  statehood  by  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  there 
has  been  opposition  fcn  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  these  two 
states  in  Congress  to  the  further  allotment  there  of  Indians  on  the 
public  domain.  It  has  been  contended  by  them  that  reservations  having 
been  created  for  all  these  Indians,  to  give  them  allotments  on  the 
public  domain  not  only  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaties  and 
of  the  executive  orders  creating  the  reservation,  but  that  owing  to 
the  untaxed  character  of  Indian  lands  and  the  fact  that  about  16,000, 
000  of  acres  of  these  two  states  are  taken  up  in'  Indian  reservations, 
it  is  an  injustice  to  the  white  citizens  of  the  state  further  to 
increase  the  area  of  nontaxable  Indian  lands.  They  say  also  that  it 
is  not  consistent  to  allot  Indians  on  the  public  domain  when  steps  are 
taken  to  allot  them  on  the  reservation  where  conditions  of  soil  and 
climate  are  similar.  These  arguments  look  plausible  on  their  face; 
in  the  light  of  the  law  and  the  facts  and  the  conditions  in  the  Nav- 
aho  country,  there  is  really  very  little  in  them.  In  the  first  place, 
as  heretofore  shown,  there  remain  less  than  1000  unallotted  Navaho 
Indians  residing  on  the  public  domain.  In  the  second  place,  the  law 
entitles  these  Indians  to  allotments  on  the  public  domain  and  there 


6 


is  no  discretion  in  the  government  to  deny  them. 

Furthermore,  I  am  convinced  from  my  personal  observation,  and  from 
the  irrefutable  testimony  of  residents  of  the  country  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever  i*  the  argument  that  the  allotment  of  these  Indians 
on  the  public  domain  is  interfering  with  the  bona  fide  settlement 
of  white  people.  On  the  contrary,  these  lands  are  not  desired  by 
white  homesteaders;  indeed,  it  is  impossible,,  in  view  of  the  climatic 
conditions  there,  for  any  family,  white  or  Indian,  to  make  a  home  in 
this  country  on  the  limited  area  provided  under  the  existing  home¬ 
stead  act.  This  law  is  an  absolute  misfit  for  conditions  there,, and 
I  should  not  recommend  the  allotment  of  land  under  it  to  the  Indians, 
except  for  the  reason  that  the  Indian  is  entitled  to  the  same  con¬ 
sideration  that  the  white  man  is,  and  the  only  means  under  existing  law 
for  either  to  live  is  to  take  an  allotment  or  homestead  where  it  is 
possible  to  store  water  for  domestic  and  stock  purposes,  or  where 
nature  has  already  made  such  provision  in  the  way  of  small  water  holes, 
using  the  adjacent  public  domain  to  graze  sufficient  live  stock  to 
make  a  living  for  the  family. 

The  real  remedy  for  the  Indian  as  well  as  the  white  man  on  the 
public  domain  in  this  arid  country  is  an  amendment  to  the  Homestead 
Act  which  would  permit  the  setting  apart  of  areas,  varying  from  ?,000 
to  6,000  acres,  laid  out  in  grazing  units  large  enough  to  maintain 
an  average  family,  or,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  a  leasing  law  giving 
a  preference  right  -to  each  homesteader  or  allottee  to  the  adjacent 
public  domain  for  grazing  purposes. 

Until  such  legislation  is  enacted  (and  there  will  be  continuous 
friction  between  the  actual  settler,  Indian  or  white,  and  the  large 
stockman  until  it  is  enacted)  I  see  no  other  way  than  for  the  Indian 


and  the  white  man  on  equal  terms  to  take  homesteads  and  allotments 
wherever  they  have  displayed  the  hardihood  to  make  thier  homes,  fight¬ 
ing  it  out  under  such  law  as  exists,  for  the  free  use  of  the  open 
range  on  the  public  domain.  Under  the  conditions  that  exist  in  this 
country,  I  have  little  hesitation  in  predicting  that  the  Navaho  Indian 
will  hold  his  own  in  such  a  contest,  pending  a  proper  and  permanent 
solution  of  it. 

Local  sentiment  is  not  adverse  to,  but  is  in  favor  of  the  Indians. 
The  Indians  by  efforts  almost  superhuman,  store  or  divert  flood  waters 
sufficient  to  produce  small  patches  of  corn  or  alfalfa,  and  to  water 
their  sheep  and  goats  and  ponies  and  cattle.  Their  surplus  products 
of  all  kinds  are  sold  to  the  local  traders  and  with  the  proceeds  they 
b^y  groceries,  provisions  and  clothing.  Thus  there  is  maintained  in 
this  desert  country  a  simple  sort'  of  commerce  and  the  civilization 
that  goes  with  it. 

The  traders  believe,  and  I  am  convinced  they  are  right,  that  if 
the  Indians  were  not  occupying  the  public  domain  in  this  manner  there 
would  be  no  permanent  settlement;  that  there  would  be  retrogression 
instead  of  progress;  that  the  cattlemen  would  graze  the  country  with 
vast  herds,  and  that  the  cowboys  in  charge  of  these  herds  would  be 
small  in  number  compared  with  the  present  Indian  population  and  more 
nomadic;  that  the  Indian  homes,  though  crude  at  the  present  time, 
would  not  be  replaced  by  the  houses  of  white  people;  and  that  civili¬ 
zation  would  be  retarded  solely  in  the  interests  of  the  big  cattle 
men  whose  property  and  homes  often  are  in  distant  cities,  and- whose 
interests  in  the  untrammelled  use  of  the  open  range  are  adverse  to  a 
proper  settlement  and  development  of  the  country. 

If  the  Navaho  Indians  living  on  the  public  domain  were  not  making 
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beneficial  use  of  the  country,  or  if  there  were  unused  grazing  lands 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Navaho  reservation  to 'which  they  could 
take  their  herds,  the  situation  would  be  different.  But  it  is  an 
absolute  and  indisputable  fact  that  these  Indians  are  not  only  waking 
use  of  the  lands  allotted  to  them,  but  they  are  using  adjacent  lands 
oh  the  public  domain  and  are  leasing  every  acre  of  railroad  or  state 
lands  they  can  lease  and  are  willing  and  able  to  pay  cash  for  such 
leases.  And  unless  the  present  grazing  grounds  of  these  Indians  ajr 
kept  Intact,  instead  of  having  a  progressing  self-supporting  people 
as  they  are,  the  poorer  among  them  will  be  crowded  out  and  become 
charges  on  the  government  or  on  the  state. 

No  criticism  therefore  can  be  made  against  the  allotment  of  these 
Indians  on  the  public  domain,  provided  the  Indians  themselves  are 
made  to  understand  fully  and  thoroughly  their  rights  under  the  treaty, 
the  rights  and  privileges  they  will  acquire,  as  well  as  the  rights 
and  privileges  they  will  forfeit  by  receiving  allotments  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  domain,  and  if  full  explanation  is  made  to  them  of  the  exact 
requirements  of  the  lav/  with  respect  to  residence  and  settlement  thereon. 

In  asserting  these  views  on  the  subjectof  public  domain  allotment 
for  the  Navaho,  I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  as  agreeing  with  these 
who  make  personal  criticism  or  impugn  the  motives  of  those  represen¬ 
tatives  in* Congress  who  take. an  opposite  view.  The  Congressional 
delegation  from  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  represents  a  larger  full  blood 
Indian  population  than  does  the  delegation  from  Oklahoma,  and  these 
two  States  have  an  area  of  untaxed  -Indians  about  equal  to  that  of 
Oklahoma,  with  a  much  smaller  population  and  much  less  taxable  prop¬ 
erty  to  bear  the  expense  of  local  and  state  government.  There  is 
foundation  for  their  point  of  view,  though  f  believe  they  sometimes 
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fail  to  place  on  the  other  side  of  the  ledger  the  large  appropriations 
of  the  government  for  schools  and  roads  in  their  states  and  the  large 
amount  of  taxable  personal  property  owned  by  the  Indians.  Neverthe¬ 
less  the  citizens  of  these  states  and  their  representatives  in  Wash¬ 
ington  are  entitled  to  have  first  consideration  given  to  their  views 
with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  a  people  who  now,  and  perhaps  for  all 
the  future,  will  constitute  a  large  part  of  the  citizenship  of  their 
respective  commonwealths.  At  the  same  time  and  for  these  very  reasons, 
they  ought  to  be  moved  by  the  broadest  and  most  patriotic  consider¬ 
ations  to  favor  policies  of  dealing  with  these  Indians  which  would 
contribute  in  the  most  effective  manner  to  their  highest  and  most 
permanent  civilization  and  welfare.  That  a  majority  of  the  citizens 
of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  who  are  the  immediate  neighbors  of  the 
Navaho  Indians  and  know  them,  take  this  broad  view,  I  am  convinced 
after  my  recent  visit  to  the  Navaho  country,  where  I  took  pains  to 
ascertain  first  hand  the  views  of  the  citizens. 

What  many,  if  not  most  of  these  Indians  now  living  on  the  public 
domain  KhtehxksaxbexnxkhEXExhBiisExsixisK  will  do  if  permitted  to  make 
free  choice  as  between  a  home  on  the  reservation  and  an  allot exntn 
on  the  public  domain,  I  already  know;  they  will  deoide  to  stay  on  the 
publid  domain  which  has  been  their  home  since  their  release  as  pris¬ 
oners  of  war.  Last  August  I  met  about  one  hundred  of  these  public 
domain  Navaho  at  manuelito,  Ariz.,  and  laid  the  whole  question  before 
them  just  as  I  have  outlined  it  above.  They  contended  at  once  that 
there  was  no  grass  for  their  stock  on  the  reservation  and  that  they 
wanted  to  live  where  their  homes  now  are. 

And  this  raises  the  question,  is  there  room  for  all  the  Navaho 


on  the  reservation? 
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IS  THERE  ROOM  ON  THE  RESERVATION  FOR  ALL 
THE  NAVflHO  ? 


This  question  needs  little  discussion.  The  answer  is,  "NO", 
not  under  present  conditions  of  grazing  and  water  development,  or 
rather,  lack  of  water  development.  It  is  of  little  use  to  theorize 
that  so  many  acres  of  this  country  will  graze  so  many  head  of  retook, 
and  therefore  that  this  that  or  the  other  thing  follows.  The  fact  is 
that  if  it  rains  in  a  particular  section  at  the  right  season  there 
b©  grass  for  the  stock  and  someflLood  waters  for  irrigation  or 
domestic  storage;  if  it  does  not,  then  there  is  not  grass  enough 
grown  on  100  acres  in  that  section  to  pasture  one  sheep.  Sometimes 
it  rains  and  sometimes  it  does  not.  Vv'hen  I  crossed  the  reservation 
last  summer  there  were  sections  where  there  was  not  a  spear  of  grass 
and  two  of  the  superintendents  were  advising  the  Indians  accustomed 
to  graze  these  areas  in  the  winter  to  se&l  off  a  large  portion  of  their 
flocks  to  prevent  a  heaby  winter  loss.  The  superintendents  and  traders 
and  missionaries  as  well  as  the  Indians  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  taken  one  year  with  another,  there  is  insufficient  grass  onthe 
reservation  for  the  Indian  stock  now  there.  V.hat  further  explanation 
need  be  made  of  the  resolute  determination  of  these  pastoral  people 
residing  on  the  public  domain  to  stick  it  out  there  at  any  hazard 
and  to  resist  return  to  the  reservation,  even  with  the  promiseof 
fuller  protection  and  a  share  in  the  gr^at  wealth  of  the  tribe? 

The  future  may,  in  all  probability  it  will,  materially  change 
present  conditions.  It  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  should  find  grasses  and  forage  crops  adapted  to  this 
arid  climate  which  will  materially  increase  the  present  capacity  of 
the  range.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  considerable  grazing 
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acres  now  inaccessible  to  stock  because  of  lack  of  water  will  be 
made  accessible  by  additional  water  development.  There  are  still 
greater  possibilities  through  the  improvement  of  the  breeds  of  stock 
on  the  reservation;  the  Indians,  many  of  them,  have  already  made  a 
beginning*  With  improved  stock  and  more  water  and  better  grass  there 
may  be  room  on  the  present  reservation  sometime  for  more  than  all  the 
unallotted  Navaho  Indians  now  on  the  public  domain.  But  the  con¬ 
ditions  will  have  to  change  before  the  Indians  will  move  voluntarily; 
and  there  is  no  right  of  law  or  morals  in  the  government  forcibly 
to  move  them. 

(3)  THE  QUESTION  OF  THE  RAILROAD  LANDS  WITHIN  THE 
RESERVATION. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  of  administration  in  con¬ 
nection  with  grazing  on  the  Indian  lands  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company  owns  nearly  a  million  acres  of  land  in 
alternate  sections  for  a  distance  of  forty  miles  north  of  its 
right-of-way  which  extends  far  within  the  borders  of  the  Navaho 
reservation.  While  about  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  previous 
holdings  of  the  railroad  have  already  been  exchanged  for  lieu  lands 
on  the  public  domain  there  is  still  much  friction  where  the  land 
is  either  leased  or  purchased  by  white  stockmen  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  water  and  the  lack  of  fences. 

Steps  should  be  taken  immediately  to  complete  the  exchange  of 
railroad  lands  for  lieu  lands  on  the  public  domain  under  the  Act 
of  April  4,  1911,  or  to  purchase  them.  If  Congress  should  be 
unwilling 
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as  I  believe  it  will  be,  to  purchase  these  lands  out  of  gratuity 
appropriations,  then  it  should  be  asked  to  make  appropriation  for  this 
purpose,  to  be  reimbursed  from  the  future  sale  of  coal  and  timber 
on  the  reservation. 

(4)  THE  QUESTION  OF  ALLOTMENTS  TO  NAVAHO  INDIANS 
ON  THE  RESERVATION. 

Just  a  word  on  the  question  of  allotting  Navaho  on  the 
reservation.  In  my  judgmentit  is  of  the  greatest  importance  vig¬ 
orously  to  resist  the  allotment  or  diminution  of  the  reservation 
lands  as  long  as  possible.  This  resistance  should  continue  at  least 
until  more  water  is  developed  and  existing  law  amended  so  that 
allotment,  when  made,  may  be  made  with  respect  to  water  possibilities, 
and  in  areas  of  grazing  units  adapted  to  the  needs  of  each  family. 

Any  plan  of  allotment  is  certain  to  result  in  a  diminution 
of  the  area  of  the  present  reservation.  Any  diminution  in  their 
present  land  holdings,  under  existing  conditions,  will  interfere 
with  the  ability  of  these  people  to  continue  to  be  self-supporting. 

The  moment  they  are  so  restricted  as  to  make  self-support  impossible 
some  of  them  will  become  pauperized  through  the  necessity  that  will 
be  upon  the  government  to  contribute  to  their  needs. 

There  aremany  other  reasons  why  the  Navaho  reservation  should 
not  be  allotted  now.  These  Indians  are  making  marked  progress.  The 
unsanitary  winter  hogan  is  being  replaced  by  the  neat  stone  house 
with  fire  place  and  windows;  the  horse  cultivator  is  taking  the  place 
of  the  hoe,  and  regular  rows  are  taking  the  place  of  the  hit-and-miss 
hills  of  com  in  the  little  corn  patches;  the  herds  of  sheep  are 
growing  larger  and  the  breed  of  the  animals  and  quality  of  the  wool 
being  improved;  more  and  more  are  the  people  learning  the  English 


language  and  sending  their  children  to  school.  Indedd  the  flavaho 
is  proceeding  along  the  path  of  higher  civilization  about  as  fast  as 
he  can  safely  travel.  There  must  bo  caution  lest  by  over-haste  we 
3olt  him  fron  his  present  splendid  status  of  progressive  independence 
and  self-support.  Let  him  continue  to  buy  and  pay  for  his  own 
stock;  let  him  continue  to  develop  water  to  Irrigate  his  crops;  let 
him  follow  his  own  standards  of  handling  his  individual  personal 
property  and  advance  gradually  from  his  way  of  using  community  land 
to  our  3ystom  of  private  ownership  and  inheritance.  These  Indians 
now,  following  their  own  commercial  customs,  divido  thoir  resources 
fairly  and  oqult&bly  and  with  remarkably  little  friction.  T  do  not 
know  whore  you  can  find  another  group  of  30,000  people,  who,  iudged 
by  their  own  standards,  have  a  more  religious  regard  for  property 
rights;  who  violate  less  the  law  or  the  Ten  Commandments;  who  in¬ 
dulge  in  loss  intemperance  or  vice  than  do  the  Navaho  Indians.  The 
government,  therefore,  should  proceed  slowly  in  pressing  upon  them 
the  standards  of  white  civilization. 

Summarized  in  a  word:  (1)  In  the  matter  of  allotment  to  the 
small  number  of  Havaho  still  residing  on  the  public  domain,  the 
Indians  should  be  urged,  after  a  full,  frank  and  honest  statement 
to  them  of  the  rights  and  restrictions  contained  in  the  laws  and 
treaties  to  elect,  after  due  deliberation,  whether  to  apply 
for  allotment  on  the  public  domain  or  whether  to  proceed,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  superintendent,  to  find  a  home  on  the  reservation. 
This  action  should  be  taken  now.  (2)  Steps  should  be  taken 
immediately  toward  the  purchase  or  exchange  of  every  acre  of  railroad 


land  within  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation.  (3)  Th^ allotment 
or  diminution  of  the  Navaho  reservation  should  be  vigorously 
resisted.  If  the  large  area  of  non-taxed  Indian  land  should  become 
a  burden  too  large  for  the  state  to  carry,  the  difficulty  should  be 
met  by  some  equitable  system  of  taxation  so  devised  as  to  protect  the 
Indian  title;  never  by  cutting  down  the  Indian* s  lands  so  as  to 
deprive  him  of  a  means  of  livelihood.  (4)  If  the  Navaho  Indian 
is  to  be  kept  unspoiled,  he  must  be  kept  dependent  on  his  own 
efforts  for  his  support;  the  government  must  be  content  to  make 
haste  slowly  in  forcing  upon  him  the  standards  of  the  white  man’s 
civilization. 


Foot  note:  The  termMunallottedw  as  used  includes  only  those 
who  have  not  made  selections  cF  allotments  and  not  those  whose 
applications  for  allotments  have  been  made  hut  not  yet  approved. 
The  estimates  of  5000  to  9000  Navaho  living  on  the  public  domain 
include  also  the  Indians  fromerly  living  within  Executive  Order 
reservations  which  have  been  thrown  open  to  settlement. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


WASHINGTON 


NOV  12  1913 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 


I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting 
to  you  under  separate  cover  a  blue  print  of 
the  map  made  by  Father  P.  T.  DeSmet  in  1851, 
and  presented  to  Colonel  E.  D.  Mitchell. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am. 

Very  truly  you.]/ 


Commissioner 


Hon.  E.  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Ry.  Exchange  Bldg. 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Dear  Mr.  Sells*. 


# 


I  thank  you  most  sincerely 


for  yours  of  November  12th,  and  also  ^or 
the  map  that  has  followed. 


I  have  been  making 


inquiries  here,  extensively,  about  the 
affairs  of  Menominee,  and  the  only  thini 
I  lack  now  to  go  on  with  the  work  would 
be  the  names  of  the  parties  who  have 
complained,  as  I  would  like  to  see  them 
and  find  out  their  sources,  etc. 


I  look  back  over  my 


association  with  you  and  the  Honorable 
Secretary,  Mr.  Sells,  with  the  greatest- 
pleasure,  and  I  feel  perfectly  safe  that 
whatever  can  be  done  to  enhance  the 
interests  of  the  Indian,  and  to  protect 
him,  will  be  done  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  by  both  of  you. 


Very  truly  yours. 


7/^ Cato  Sells,  Com’r  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Dear  Sir: 


I  have  "been  requested  by 


the  Board  of  Indian  Commissi oners, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs, 
to  look  things  over  on  the  reservation 
and  make  a  report.  It  seems  there 
have  been  some  charges  made  in  regard 
to  the  institution  and  I  would  like  to 
have  a  talk  with  you  about  it  before 
I  went  up,  if  I  could. 


I  have  a  good  deal  to  do 


here,  in  a  way,  and  if  you  could  come 
down  to  Chicago  and  give  me  an 
interview  I  would  like  it  very  much. 
If  you  have  no  funds  for  travelling 
I  would  be  very  glad  to  purchase  your 
transportation  down  and  back. 


If  you  will  kindly  tele¬ 


graph  me  whether  you  can  come  or  not, 
and  when,  I  would  like  it  very  much. 


Yours  very  truly 


November  18,  1913. 


Mr.  A. S. Nicholson, 

Supt.,  Keshena  Indian  School, 
Neopit,  Wisconsin. 


Dear  Mr-  Abbott: 


I  have  yours  of 

November  15th,  and  contents  noted. 

I  wish  you  would 
try  and  get  me  a  list  of  th9 
charges  made  against  the  Menominee 
outfit,  the  nature  of  them,  and 
the  names  of  the  people  if  you 
can;  but  in  a  general  way  what  the 
nature  of  the  charges  has  been  and 
from  how  many  sources. 


Yours  very 


November  18,  1913 


Mr  •  IT  •  H.  Abbott , 

Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Sir: 

I  have  your  letter  of  Nov.  18th,  in  reference 
to  my  visiting  you  about  conditions  on  Menominee,  and 
wired  you  today,  as  follows:  "Could  visit  you  on  or  about 
Dec.  1st,  set  date,  I  will  come."  I  could  have  made 
this  trip  at  once  only  tha.t  I  have  been  absent  from  the 
Office  for  three  weeks  past  and  just  got  back  in  time  to 
receive  Dr.  Dixon  on  his  visit  to  the  Indians,  and  have 
been  busy  for  several  days  showing  him  around.  Naturally 
my  7/0 rk  is  well  piled  up. 

Without  knowing  what  is  on  your  mind  the 
1st  of  December  would  be  the  more  agreeable  to  ineauA  j 
— ’ fAs  to  your  proposed  visit,  the  financial 
statement  of  the  Mills  will  be  ready  on  or  about  Dec. 

10th,  which  I  imagine  will  be  a  very  necessary  item  for 
you  to  have. 

Very  respectfully, 


' — -y 


ASN/HVN 


Superintendent 


*  November  I 9th ,  1913. 

Mr •  A.  S.  Nicholson, 

r  •  ■ 

Supt. ,Keshena  Indian  School, 

Neopit,  Tis. 

Dear  Sir-. — 

Received  your  telegram  of  today  reading  as  follows:  "Can 
visit  you  on  or  about  December  1st;  set  date;  I  will  come.’" 

Will  you  kindly  advise  me  what  tine  on  Monday  December  1st  you 
can  bo’at  my  office,  and  if  you  cannot  be  hero  on  that  date,  please 
advise  nearest  J&tp^you  can  be  here,  and  at  what  tine. 

Yours  truly, 

Edward  E.  Ayer 

f Dictated  E.E.A. ) 


Form  1864 


WESTERN  UNIOJl 

telMram 

THEO.  N.  VAIL,  PRESIDENT 


RECEIVED  AT  ,•  Railway  Exchange  Bldg.,  Chicago, 

J31  CM  AM  23.  1  E/C  GOVT.  'Phone  Wabash  4321  -  Local  10? 

NEOPIT  W»S  NOV  19-1 913. 

EDWARD  E  AVER , 


RAILWAY  EX CHAN GE  BLDG  CHICAGO  ILLS., 

COULD,  Vioir  YOU  ON  OR  ABOUT  DECEMBER  FIRST  SET  DATE 
I  W!  LL  COME. 


NICHOLSON, 


SUPT. 


426PM 


•  % 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott: 

Can  you  find  out  for 
mo  what  advice  the  Indian  office 
had  in  establishing  the  stumpage 
on  the  different  timbers  on  the 
Menominee  reservation,  letter  of 
February  5,  1912,  I. 0. File  102661- 
1911? 

If  you  can  get  me 
this  information  I  would  like  it 
very  much.  I  am  getting  more  or 
loss  information  on  this  subject 
evory  day,  Mr.  Nicholson  comes  down 
and  I  have  a  talk  with  him  December 
1st,  and  I  will  after  that  go  up 
personally. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Nov.  20,  1913. 

Mr.  F.H. Abbott,  Secretary, 

Board  of  Indian  Com'rs, 

Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines, 

Washington,  D.C. 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott: 


Major  Goode,  the  gentleman  who  had 
charge  of  the  Mescalero  Apaches  at  Fort  Sill  for  the 
War  Department,  was  in  the  office  this  morning. 


He  is  much  concerned  about  the  contract 
not  being  carried  out  for  the  Government  for  those 
that  remain,  and  still  more  concerned  about  the 
efforts  being  made  to  turn  the  Mescaloro  Reservation 
in  Arizona  into  a  National  Park,  and  the  bill  introduced 
May  2,  1912,  by  Senator  Fall  of  Now  Mexico. 


lie  claims  that  the  five  or  six  hundred 
Indiahs  of  tho  Mescaloro  tribe  can  be  made  self-sus¬ 
taining,  prosperous  and  intelligent  if  the  reservation 
is  left  for  their  usage,  that  there  is  about  2500  acres 
that  will  be  tillable  land  there,  a  good  deal  of 
grazing  land  in  the  reservation  and  a  good  deal  of 
timber  that  can  be  used  for  this  improvement. 

He  is  very  anxious  that  the  whole  Mescalero 
tribe  should  have  cattlo,  claiming  that  tho  100  who 
wont  back  from  Fort  Sill  are  entitled  to  it  from  the 
fact  that  they  were  to  be  left  there  in  as  good  condition 
as  at  Fort  Sill  and  they  have  cattle  there.  The 
Government  feels  that  it  cannot  supply  that  part  of 
tho  reservation  of  Mescalero  with  cattle  without 
alloting  the  same  amount  tha those  that  remain,  and  they 
have  no  money  for  them-  He  thinks  the  money  should 
be  raised  from  tho  timber,  or  in  some  other  way  should 
bo  carried  about. 


I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  ho  wrote 
to  the  Indian  office  October  25th,  1913,  also  a  copy 
of  the  Bill  and  a  kind  of  treatise  in  regard  to  the  whole 
matter.  I  wish  you  would  give  these  documents  to  Father 

Ketchan  so  that  Mr.  Elliott  and  he  can  look  this  thing 
over  and  see  how  far  they  agree  with  the  proposition  in 
their  trip  to-  the  ^'est. 


Nov.  20,  1913. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott,  Secretary, 
Board  of  Indian  Com’rs, 

Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines, 
Washington,  D.C. 


Doer  Sir: 


When  you  asked  me,  In  Washington, 
what  the  Indian  Commission  was  good  for  I  think 
I  neglected  to  toll  you  what  was,  I  think,  tho 
principal  reason  of  its  "being  "brought  into 
existence  and  one  of  the  ways  it  can  "be  most 
useful  to  the  Indian  Department,  Secretary  and 
President,  and  that  is: 

In  tho  multitude  of  Indian  Agents 
all  over  the  Western  states  there  has  always  "been 
mbro  or  less  derelicts,  and  tho  members  of  the 
Commission  visiting  the  reservations  at  unexpected 
times  has  been  more  or  less  a  check,  and  would 
have  a  good  effect. 

You  also  asked  the  Commission,  in 
its  interview  with  you,  if  wo  had  any  candidates 
for  vacancies.  I  don’t  think  it  is  the  province 
bf  tho  Commission,  or  any  member  of  it,  to  make 
any  suggestions  to  you  on  the  subject,  but  in 
answer  to  your  question  I  will  say  if  it  was 
possible  to  have  General  Scott  on  the  Commission 
he  would  be  a  very  valuable  member. 

Yours  very  respectfully. 


Nov.  20,  1913. 


To  the  Hbnorable , 

Secretary  Franklin  K*  Lane, 
Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  0. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 


November  20,  1913. 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

After  an  interview  with  Mr.  D.  F.  Tyrell, 
of  Gillette,  Wisconsin,  yesterday, I  requested  him  to  write 
me  a  letter  stating  conditions  as  he  understands  them  to 
exist  at  Menominee,  and  that  he  also  leave  with  me  certain 
photographs  taken  by  him. 


I  received  his  letter  today  and  am  herewith 
enclosing  same  to  you  with  the  photographs,  that  you  may 


have  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions. 

Mr.  Tyrell  seems  to  be  a  very  earnest  and 
intelligent  man  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
have  an  interview  with  him. 


I  wish  you  would  advise  me  a  few  days  in 


advance  of  the  time  when  you  start  for  Wisconsin,  so  that 
I  can  arrange  for  one  of  my  men  in  the  Forestry  Service 
to  accompany  you,  as  you  requested. 


To  the  extent  that  I  can  be  of  service  t< 


you,  please  command  me. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Hon,  E.  E.  Ayer, 

Ry.  Exchange  Bldg. 


Commissioner . 


Chicago,  Ill. 


(copy) 

Washington,  D.C. 

November  20,  1913. 

Hon.  Cato  Sells, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.C. 

My  dear  Sir: 

Pursuant  to  request  I  herewith  submit  to  you  certain 
data,  relative  to  the  Menominee  Indian  matter. 

I  am  not  conversant  with  the  conditions  existing 
throughout  the  entire  area  covered  by  the  logging  operations  on 
the  reservation  but  that  portion  with  which  I  am  familiar  bears 
ample  and  convincing  evidence  that  the  operations  are /being  con¬ 
ducted  at  a  heavy  loss  to  the  tribe. 

The  work,  seemingly,  has  been  and  is  being  carried  on 
with  little  or  no  regard  for  profit.  Waste  is  evident  on  all 
sides.  (Note  exhibits  hereto  attached  and  more  specifically 
referred  to  herein). 

Splendid  timber  has  been  cut  and  left  to  rot  in  the 
woods.  (Note  exhibits  1  &  2) 

White  pine  and  Norway  logs,  containing  the  very  best 
of  lumber,  may  be  seen  skidded  in  the  woods  and  left  to  the  mercy 
of  the  weather  and  worms  and  in  this  same  area  may  hi  so  be  seen 
other  white  pine  and  Nor  ay  logs  that  have  been  cut  and  swamped 
and  not  even  skidded  but  simply  left  where  cut. 

Logging  roads  have  been  cut  and  splendid  logs  piled  on 
each  side  of  them  and  left.  These  roads  were  never  used  after 
being  cut. 


Hon.  Cato  Sells-2 


Large  trees,  both  green  and  dead,  have  been  left  along 
the  logging  railroad  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  contained 
valuable  lumber  and  stood  only  a  few  feet  from  the  right  of  way. 

In  one  place  ties,  posts  and  poles  were  scattered  around. 
In  another  a  large  number  of  pieces  of  cedar  had  been  cut  and  left 
in  the  woods. 

I  found  that  the  white  pine  and  Norway  had  been  cut  from 
a  tract  of  burnt  timber  and  at  least  1-%  million  feet  of  fine  hem¬ 
lock  left  to  spoil.  (Exhibits  10  and  11  give  a  view  of  this  tract. 
Exhibit  11  also  gives  a  view  of  the  camp,  known  as  old  camp  12,  I 
believe,  which  i3  located  practically  at  the  edge  of  this  tract. 

The  track  raa.  between  these  camps  and  this  tract  and  a  portion  of 
the  right  of  way  is  shown  by  light  streak  at  point  marked  "X".  The 
dark  streak  in  Exhibit  10  shows  the  same  tract  from  another  angle.) 

White  pine  logs,  scaling  not  less  than  500  feet  of  the 
finest  white  pine  lumber  that  ever  grew  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 

I  found  cut  and  left  in  the  woods  to  be  destroyed  by  the  weather 
and  worms.  (See  Exhibits  1  and  2). 

In  one  small  area  I  count  d  not  less  than  14  white  pine 
logs,  none  of  them  less  than  12  feet  long  and  one  of  them  at  least 
24  feet  long  and  containing  the  cream  of  white  pine  lumber,  that 
hhd  been  left  in  the  woods.  These  logs  will  average  not  less  than 
2-g  feet  at  the  small  end.  In  this  same  area  were  two  white  pine 
trees,  measuring  not  less  than  70  feet  from  butt  to  first  limb,  or 
to  be  exact,  24  paces,,  that  had  been  felled  and  left  to  decay.  From 
these  trees  could  have  been  cut  the  very  finest  quality  of  white 


Hon.  Cato  Sells-3 


pine  lumber.  In  this  seme  area  I  found  a  piece  of  hewed  timber, 
about  20  inches  square  and  not  less  than  40  feet  in  length,  or, 
to  be  exact,  14  paces,  that  had  been  left  where  hewed. 

Please  note,  Mr.  Commissioner,  that  these  logs  and  trees 

just  referred  to  were  as  good  as  any  that  ever  grew  in  the  State 

-*j/ 

of  Wisconsin  or  anywhere  else.  I  cannot  make /This  statement  too 
strong . 

I  found  hrge  areas  that  had  just  been  skimmed  over,  the 
best  taken  out  and  vast  quantities  of  valuable  timber,  both  dead 
and  down  as  well  as  green  and  standing,  left. 

All  of  the  timber  that  I  have  mentioned  in  this  statement 
has  been  left  to  spoil  as  the  track  has  been  taken  up  and,  if  it 
is  ever  fogged,  it  will  be  at  a  great  expense  and  after  it  has  be¬ 
come  nothing  more  than  cull  timber, 

A  large  burned  over  area,  containing  several  millicn 
feet  of  valuable  timber  remains  uncut  and  uncared  for  no tv/ith stand¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  it  was  burned  over  several  years  ago.  In  the 
neglect  to  properly  handle  this  tract,  alone,  the  tribe  has 
sustained  an  enormous  loss. 

In  the  rranufacture  of  square  timber  the  tribe  is  suffer 
ing  a  great  and  grievous  loss.  Only  the  best  of  timber  is  taken. 
Nothing  but  the  largest  and  tallest  trees  are  used  and  they  must 
be  perfectly  round. 

In  the  hewing  many  feet  of  the  finest  lumber  is  lost 
in  the  slabs  taken  off.  I  would  estimate  this  loss  to  be  not  less 
than  300  feet  to  each  piece,  because  the  valuable  timber  left  in 


Hon.  Cato  Sells-4 


the  tops  which  in  many  instances  would  bring  the  amount  up  to 
several  hundred  feet.  (See  Exhibit  3  showing  slabs  against  tree). 

A  future  loss  will  result  from  the  fact  that  the  taking  of  this 
select  timber  lea ws  an  inferior  grade  of  timber  which  will  not 

bring  as  much  as  it  would  were  it  sold  in  conjunction  with  this 
select  stuff. 

In  one  instance  a  watering  trough  had  been  hewed  from 
a  white  pine  log,,  at  least  thirty  feet  long,  and  worth  in  lumber, 

I  should  judge,  not  less  than  *30.00.  A  trough  could  have  been 
made  from  hemlock  plank  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  *3.50  and  the 
horses  would  never  have  known  the  difference  and  the  tribe  would 
have  saved  $35.00  or  more. 

Green  lumber  is  being  cut  today  while  millions  of  feet 
of  burnt  timber  is  going  to  waste. 

Valuable  lumber  is  being  thrown  into  the  "hog",  grouid 
up  and  hauled  out  and  dumped  into  the  slough. 

Valuable  lumber  has  been  dumped  into  this  same  slough 
-nd  covered  over  with  this  ground  up  wood  from  the  "hog".  The  places 
were  this  lumber  has  been  buried  can  be  pointed  out.  (Exhibits  6 
and  7  give  some  idea  cf  this  waste). 

A  great  deal  of  material  from  which  considerable  revenue 
could  be  realized  has  been  and  is  being  thrown  into  the  "burner". 

Exhibit  9  shows  what  is  known  as  the  "sink  hole".  Into 
this  hole  has  been  dumped  some  300  carloads  of  gravel  besides 
a  large  quantity  of  logs.  Had  the  track  been  run  but  a  few  feet  to 
one  side  it  would  h^  had  hi-jr -round  and  this  hole  avoided. 
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Mr.  Commissioner,  I  realize  that  I  have  made  some  very 
strong  statements  herein.  I  feel  that  it  is  up  to  me  to  prove 
them.  I  earnestly  requiest  that  you  give  me  an  opportunity  to  do 
so.  Kindly  allow  me  to  point  out  the  things  I  have  referred  to. 

Tn  fact  i  feel  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  some  of  these  items 
will  not  he  located  unless  I  do  point  them  out.  I  would  he  pleased 
to  meet  any  representative  from  your  department  at  Shawano,  Wis¬ 
consin,  at  any  time,  the  sooner  the  better  however,  and  go  over 
this  matter  carefully  with  hi*.  Thanking  you  for  the  opportunity 
to  present  these  facts,  I  am. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(SIGHED)  D.  F.  TYRRELL 

P.  0.  Address,  Gillett,  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Commissioner,  it  has  just  occurred  to  me  that  I  was 
informed  by  members  of  the  tribe,  sometime  ago  that  they  had 
commenced  to  dray  in  some  of  this  timber  that  had  been  cut 
and  lift  in  woods.  If  such  has  been  done  it  was  at  a  great 

expense  and  after  the  timber  had  greatly  deteriorated  in  quality 
and  value  and  for  the  purpose  only  of  getting  it  out  of  the 
way.  If  an  inspection  is  made,  before  snow  comes,  evidences 
of  this  wor£,  if  any  done,  will  be  readily  apparent. 

(SIGNED)  D.  F.  TYRRELL. 


(The  following  clipping  from  the  Detroit  Record 
of  Friday,  New.  Slat,  la  being  mailed  to  members  of 
the  Board  at  the  request  of  Commissioner  Mocrehead.) 

The  following  paragraph  is  quoted  from  his  letter 
of  Deo.  1st: 

■This  Detroit  paper  is  run  by  a  man 
named  Hamilton, who  was  mixed  up  in  a  number 
of  the  deals.  He  has  always  been  against  me 
as  have  the  ether  papers.  I  think  that  the 
action  of  Judge  Long,  during  the  two  or  three 
years  he  was  at  Detroit  played  an  important 
part  in  affecting,  adversely,  the  Government *e 
position.  Judge  Long,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
should  never  have  been  sent  to  Detroit.*) 


•What  is  apparently  the  death-knell  to  several  *fat*  fed¬ 
eral  positions  was  sounded  on  Thursday  last,  when  the  United 
States  Court  of  Appeals  handed  down  a  decision  in  the  Chippewa 
Indian  cases  passed  on  several  months  ago  by  Judge  Page  Morris, 
of  Duluth,  wherein  that  jurist  held  that  an  Indian  not  having 
more  than  one-eighth  white  blood  was  legally  a  full-blood. 

"The  oircuit  court  of  appeals,  in  its  decision,  says: 

"'Every  Chippewa  Indian  who  has  an  identifiable  mixture 
of  other  than  Indian  blood  derived  from  ancestors  who  had  other 
than  Indian  blood,  is  a  mixed-blood  Indian,  and  all  others  are 
full-blibod  Indians  within  the  true  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Congress'" 
•The  decision  is  sweeping  and  important  beyond  measue  to 
this  section  of  the  state  which  has  for  several  years  been  x 
battling  with  the  Bep&rtment  of  Juetioe  for  a  speedy  adjudica¬ 
tion  of  the  legal  controversies  whioh  had  arisen  relative  to 
the  land  investments  on  the  reservation.  The  decision  was  not 
unexpected,  either,  for  every  precedent  of  the  courts,  of  Con¬ 
gress,  and  of  the  rulings  by  the  Interior  Department  and  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  has  been  along  similar  lines,  and  apparently 
the  Department  of  Justice  under  the  Taft  administration  were 
the  only  ones  who  contended  that  a  person  could  at  the  same 
time  be  a  mixed-blood  and  a  full-blood. 

•It  is  generally  admitted  that  this  puts  a  quietus  on 
the  twelve  hundred  suits  started  by  the  Department  of  Justice 
during  the  past  three  years  to  reoover  titles  to  the  lands 
whioh  have  been  transferred  by  the  Government  to  the  Indians, 
and  by  the  latter  sold  to  investors  and  far  ers.  There  is  & 
possibility, however, that  the  Department  of  Justice  may  appeal 
from  the  decision  * 6  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  and  thus 
furnish  lucrative  employment  for  a  horde  of  lawyers  (?)  for  the 
next  six  or  eight  years,  but  several  well-informed  attorneys 
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have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  ease  is  not  an  appealable 
one,  and,  if  this  ia  true,  the  decision  is  final  and  will  ef¬ 
fectually  stop  the  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  Indiana1 
funds  uflder  the  flimsy  pretext  of  affording  them  protection  (?) 

"Some  of  the  most  ridiculous  and  flagrant  violations  of  com¬ 
mon  courtesy  and  the  laws  of  both  the  State  State  and  Nation 
have  been  perpetrated  upon  the  people  here  by  representatives 
of  the  Department  of  Justice,  and  apparently  there  was  no 
adequate  relief  to  be  obtained.  During  the  course  of  events 
two  of  the  most  egotistical  wind-jammers  ever  seen  in  the  North 
west  -  Dr,  Warren  F.  Moorehead  and  Judge  M.  C,  Burch  -  were 
given  full  opportunity  to  display  their  ignorance  and  the 
Twin  City  papers  -  notably  the  Minneapolis  Journal  -  bit  like 
a  lot  of  fish  (the  sucker  variety).  What  theee  men  did  not  know 
about  actual  conditions  in  northern  Minnesota  and  the  Chippewa 
Indians  would  make  untold  volumes,  but  the  Twin  City  papers 
published  hundreds  of  columns  of  their  "dope",  even  furnishing 
special  reporters  to  gather  the  sensational  story  of  the 
fleecing  of  the  noble  red  man.*  IT  IS  A  NOTICEABLE  FACT 
that  not  a  single  one  of  these  papers  carried  a  line  of  com¬ 
ment  on  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals;  the 
Minneapolis  Journal  giving  the  matter  a  three-inoh  space  in 
its  news  columns, 

"As  a  sample  of  the  wonderful  acumen  of  the  writer®  for 
the  Pioneer-Preos-Dispatch,  at  St, Paul, here  is  the  title  which 
appeared  over  the  news  item  announcing  the  decision: 

PART  BREED  INDIANS  MADE  FULL  BLOODS 

United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  Wipes 
Out  All  Distinctions, 


"What  a  jckel  What  a  wonderful  display  of  intellect  and 
understanding  of  the  subject]  No  wonder  these  papers  -  with 
their  leanned  writers  and  large  circulation  -  are  so  influen¬ 
tial  in  Greeting  public  sentiment! 

"Notwithstanding  that  the  same  decision  now  secured  could 
have  been  obtained  perhaps  two  years*  ago,  and  with  a  minimum 
^amount  of  cost;  the  Department  of  Justice  with  its  special 
"investigators* ,  detectives,  special  agents,  lawyers,  sten¬ 
ographers,  clerk?*,  assistants,  etc.,  have  expended  r erbaps 
between  |50,000  and  |75,000,  and  thrown  almost  as  much  costs 
on  the  men  who  have  honestly  and  earnestly  invested  their 


money  in  these  lands  which  had  for  centuries  lain  idle  and 
unproductive.  One  test  case  to  the  federal  courts  would  hare 
decided  every  point  involved,  but  the  Department  of  (in)  Jus¬ 
tice,  with  a  horde  of  attaches,  have  filed  some  over  twelve 
hundred  and,  had  it  not  been  for  a  change  of  national  admin¬ 
istration,  the  subordinates  of  Judge  M.C.Burch  would  no  doubt 
still  be  employed  in  this  (to  them)  welcome  task. 

"Ma^or  John  B. Ho ward, agent  at  White  Earth, inan  interview 
at  Fergue  Falle  the  latter  part  of  the  past  week, gave  it  as 
hie  opinion  that  if  the  late  decision  is  allowed  to  stand, 
some  5,000  Indian*  in  Minnesota  will  be  pauperised.  Without 
entering  into  the  technical  merits  of  Mr .Howard*  a  statement  - 
which  is  in  keeping  eith  the  utterance  cf  every  person  on 
the  Government  (Indian)  payroll  -  we  would  like  to  aak  the 
counter  que  tion  r f  how  the  Indian  can  be  pauperized  any  fast¬ 
er  than  is  now  being  done  by  the  hundreds  of  high-salaried 
■protectors"  who  are  growing  rich  and  fat  from  his  (the 
Indian* s )  sustenance? 

"Of  course  Mr .Howard  wishes  the  Government’s  paternal 
policy  perpetuated;  he  would  be  a  very  unfaithful  employe 
were  it  not  so,  and  he  could  hardly  turn  and  bite  the  hand 
that  hao  kept  him  in  luxury  and  affluence  for  some  years  past, 
Mr, Howard  also  finds  much  food  for  thought  and  concern  in 
the  presumption  that  the  pauperized  Indian#  will  become 
charges  upon  the  oountiee  of  Becker,  Mahnomen  and  other 
places  where  they  new  reside,  and  where  they  will  be  natur&liz 
ed  citizens  under  the  promulgation  of  the  Circuit  Court’s  de¬ 
cision.  While  this  fe:r  isl  concern  on  Mr .Howard’s  part  is 
no  doubt  commendable,  yet  he  will  not  be  affect  by  the  fulfill 
ment  of  Aka  his  prophesy,  for  in  so  far  as  we  are  advised, 
he  ia  not  a  taxpayer  in  any  of  the  counties  which  may  be  af¬ 
fected  by  this  dire  crisis. 

■Toe  writer  is  not  financially  interested  to  the  extent  of 
one  oenny  in  the  Indian  land  controversy,  but  he  does  now  belie 
believe  -  as  he  has  believed  for  many  years  -  that  the  Indians 
of  North  America  should  be  emancipated  and  set  free  from  the 
paternal  policy  of  a  government  whose  ever-changing  adminis¬ 
trations  hav°  caused  the  Indian  to  deteriorate  ever  since  he 
booame  susceptible  to  its  influence.  Let  tl  e  Indian  race  - 
as  hae  every  other  race  in  the  world,  work  cut  its  own  salva¬ 
tion  and  In  that  way  -  nd  that  way  only,  will  we  be  able  to 
secure  the  Independent  citizen  which  is  now  represen tat*d  by 
ttye  red  men  In  the  embryo. 

■Even  with  the  gr  t  cry  of  fraud,  which  has  been  raised 
by  the  high-salaried  protectors  and  sensation  mongers,  the 


statistic  show  that  the  Indian,  dealing  in  the  sole  of  hie 
own  belonging.*,  has  obtained  mors  than  fifty  per  cent  of  an 
inores.ee  of  prioe  for  his  property  over  the  BEST  RECORD  ever 
established  by  the  gret  White  Father  at  Washington*  These 
are  figures  which  cannot  be  disputed,  and  before  the  Govern¬ 
ment  can  show  a  better  stewardship,  it  cannot,  with  good 
faith,  India  t  on  absorbing  the  Indian’s  sustenance  in  maintain¬ 
ing  a  protectorate  that  DOES  N^T  protect. 

•The  question  is  one  r aught  with  much  importance,  we  will 
admit,  but  it  will  never  be  successfully  solved  by  the  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  for  the  past  half  century  fby  the 
National  Government  cf  this  country,  which  is  gradually 
eliminating  the  Indian  by  its  guardianship,  instead  of  allow¬ 
ing  him  to  bo  assimilated  into  the  white  race,  and  thus  be- 
oorne  self-supporting,* 
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Chicago.  November  21 ct,  1913. 


Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson,  Superintendent , 

Menorainoe  Indian  Mills , 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  19th,  and  also  your  telegram  saying. you  would 
be  hero  December  1st  at  9  a.m. 

Yours  very  truly, 

1 

t/f 


# 


* 


Dear  Mr.  Nicholson: 

I  find  it  will  he  possible  for 
me  to  leave  Chicago  Friday  morning  for  Neopit. 
There  will  he  four  of  us  in  the  party,  and  perhaps 


^ive.  I  wish  you  would  kindly  secure  accomodations 


for  us  at  the  hotel,  and  oblige. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Chicago . 

November  24,  1913. 


Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson,  Supt. , 
Menominee  Indian  Mills, 
ITeopit,  Wisconsin. 


A 


Dear  Mr.  Sells: 

I  have  yours  of  November  20th, 
including  the  letter  from  Dr.  D.  F.  Tirrell; 
also  the  photographs.  Bo  assured  that  I  will 
go  into  this  thing  oare fully,  upon  ray  arrival 
at  the  Reservation. 


I  have  written  .Dr.  Tirrell  and 
asked  him  the  years  that  the  timber  he  speaks 
of  waB  out,  as  he  does  not  give  them  in  hiB 
letter  to  you.  I  don’t  think  any  of  you 
want  any  more  information  than  you  have  got 
on  the  early  start  of  this  plant,  but  I  will 
try  and  get  you  anything  I  oan  find  for  the 
last  two  years  and  make  some  suggestions,  if 
I  feel  that  I  oan  suggest  anything  that  will 
be  better  than  they  are  already  doing. 


I  wish,  in  the  man  you  send, 
you  would  try  and  send  me  a  practical  man  who 
is  capable  of  instructing  me  on  the  reforestra- 
tion  and  present  methods  of  outting  timber. 


I  shall  leave  here  Friday 
morning,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  &  Treasurer 
of  my  company,  who  is  an  expert  bookkeeper,  whom 
I  shall  take  along  simply  to  see  if  ho  has  any 
suggestions  to  make  whereby  the  records  can  be 
improved;  also  my  stenographer  and  the  General 
Superintendent  of  our  company,  whom  I  calculate 
to  send  into  the  woods  with  the  Superintendent 
there  and  examine  the  last  two  years’  cutting 
and  see  if  there  has  been  anything  left,  or 
anything  done  that  ought  not  to  have  been  done. 

We  will  leave  Friday  morning  and  should  arrive 
at  the  plant  Friday  night.  If  you  will  have  your 
man  .Join  us  here  or  there  I,  will  thank  you  very 
much. 


Honorable  Cato  Sells, 
Commissioner,  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Doan  Mr.  Tirrell: 


I  received  from  Commissioner 
Sells  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  of  November 
20th.  I  notice  that  you  do  not  give  the  years 
that  this  timber  was  out:  can  you  do  so? 

An  investigating  committee  of 
Senators  in  1909-10  went  thoroughly  into  all 
details  of  log  chopping,  etc.  relating  to  the 
timber  and  if  the  timber  you  speak  of  was  loft 
before  that  date  of  course  I  dontt  care  to  go 
into  it.  as  the  Senate  Committee  did  very 
theioughly,  but  anything  that  has  occurred 
since  that  time  in  this  line  I  would  like 
information  on  very  much. 

I  leave  Chicago  Friday 
morning  for  the  plant,  with  a  foruster  sent 
by  Mr.  Sells,  and  two  or  three  people  out  of 
my  own  institutions,  to  look  the  thing  over. 

Can  you  meet  us,  say,  Monday  morning,  at 
Neopit? 

Yours  very  truly, 

■ 

Chicago. 

November  24,  1913. 


Mr.  D.  F.  Tirrell, 
Gillette,  Wisconsin. 
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INCORPORATED 

25,000  OFFICES  INAsIERICA.  CABLE  SERVICE  TO  Ag1 
- - -  - -  belviotKi 


ROBERT  C.  CLOWRY,  PRESIDENT 


|THE  WORLD 

E  BROOKS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 


RECEIVER’S  No. 

TIME  FILED 

CHECK 

Charge  acct.,  yer  Lord  Tie  Co. 

Send  the  following  message  subject  to  the  terms 
on  back  hereof,  which  ere  hereby  agreed  to 


November  25th,  1913. 


Cato  Sells,  ' j 

Commissioner,  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  DiC. 

I  will  arrive  Ileopit^irriday.  .Have  your  forester  tnero  at  that 
timo  if  possible 


Edward  A.  Ayer 


ALL  MESSAGES  TAKEN  BY  THIS  COMPANY  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  THE 
FOLLOWING  TMMS  WHICH  ARE  HEREBY  AGREED  TO  ^ 

To  guard  against  mis^|Bs  or  delays,  the  sender  of  a  message  should  order  ^PE- 
PEATED,  that  is,  telegraphed  back  to  the  originating  office  for  comparison.  For 
this,  one-half  the  unrepeated  message  rate  is  charged  in  addition.  Unless  otherwise 
indicated  on  its  face,  THIS  IS  AN  UNREPEATED  MESSAGE  AND  P AID  I  OR  AS 
SUCH,  in  consideration  whereof  it  is  agreed  between  the  sender  of  the  message  and  this 
Company  as  follows:  ,  .  . 

1.  The  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  mistakes  or  delays  m  the  transmission  or 
delivery,  or  for  non-delivery,  of  any  UNREPEATED  .message,  beyond  the  amount 
received  for  sending  the  same;  nor  for  mistakes  or  delays  in  the  transmission  or  delivery, 
or  for  non-delivery  of  any  REPEATED  message,  beyond  fifty  times  the  sum  received 
for  sending  the  same,  unless  specially  valued ;  nor  in  any  case  for  delays  arising  from 
unavoidable  interruption  in  the  working  of  its  lines;  nor  for  errors  in  cipher  or  obscure 
messages. 

2.  In  any  event  the  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  damages  for  any  mistakes  or 
delay  in  the  transmission  or  delivery,  or  for  the  non-delivery  of  this  message,  whether 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  its  servants  or  otherwise,  beyond  the  sum  of  FIFTY  DOL¬ 
LARS,  at  which  amount  this  message  is  hereby  valued,  unless  a  greater  value  is  stated 
in  writing  hereon  at  the  time  the  message  is  offered  to  the  Company  for  transmission,  and 
an  additional  sum  paid  or  agreed  to  be  paid  based  on  such  value  equal  to  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent,  thereof. 

3.  The  Company  is  hereby  made  the  agent  of  the  sender,  without  liability,  to  for¬ 
ward  this  message  over  the  lines  of  any  other  Company  when  necessary  to  reach  its 
destination. 

4.  Messages  will  be  delivered  free  within  one-half  mile  of  the  Company’s  office  in 
towns  of  5,000  population  or  less,  and  within  one  mile  of  such  office  in  other  cities  or 
towns.  Beyond  these  limits  the  Company  does  not  undertake  to  make  delivery,  but 
will,  without  liability,  at  the  sender’s  request,  as  his  agent  and  at  his  expense,  endeavor 
to  contract  for  him  for  such  delivery  at  a  reasonable  price. 

5.  No  responsibility  attaches  to  this  Company  concerning  messages  until  the  same 
are  accepted  at  one  of  its  transmitting  offices ;  and  if  a  message  is  sent  to  such  office  by 
one  of  the  Comoany’s  messengers,  he  acts  for  that  purpose  as  the  agent  of  the  sender. 

6.  The  Company  will  not  be  liable  for  damages  or  statutory  penalties  in  any  case 
where  the  claim  is  not  presented  in  writing  within  sixty  days  after  the  message  is 
filed  with  the  Company  for  transmission. 

7.  No  employee  of  the  Company  is  authorized  to  vary  the  foregoing. 

ROBERT  C.  CLOWRY,  PRESIDENT  BELVIDERE  BROOKS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 


WESTERN  UNION  ALL 
TELEGRAPH  COMPETING 
COMPANY  COMPANIES 


MONEY  TRANSFERRED  BY  TELEGRAPH  AND  CABLE  TO  ALL  THE  WORLD 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 


November  26,  1913. 


Pear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Secretary  Lane  has  received  your  letter  of 
November  20th  and  in  reply  wishes  me  to  advise 
you  that  he  will  certainly  bear  in  mind  your  sug¬ 
gestion  with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  having 
General  Scott  on  the  Commission.  The  Secretary 
hopes  that  you  will  feel  free  to  write  him  at  any 
time  concerning  your  views  or  experience  touching 
Indian  matters. 


Edward  33.  Ayer,  Esq., 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. , 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Hoorn  28 #  bureau  of  Mines# 

Vovorabor  29 #  1P13* 

tO  MEMBERS  BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMIT, 8 IONERSt 

Ths  following  items  will  be  of  interest i 

The  threatened  Mav&hc  war  appears  to  have  boon  averted* 

General  Soott  aocompaaiod  by  Major  M©  Laughlin#  Father 
and  others  met  the  hostile  Indians  at  Bool’s  trading  store 
near  Beautiful  Mountain  where  the  hostile  Indiana  were 
encamped  and  thirty  miles  from  Shiproek  and  secure  an  agreement 
that  the  eleven  offenders  would  be  surrendered  to  the  oivil 
authorities  and  stand  trial*  All  but  two  of  the  eleven  are 
reported  to  have  surrendered  and  the  two  remaining  out# 
who  ^ore  cn  a  hunting  trip#  it  is  reported#  will  surrender 
upon  their  return* 

o2z t2BE  The  Olrduit  Court  of  Anneals  ha?  ovor^ruled  the  decision 
of  the  lower  court  which  holt  that  a  mixed  blood  Indian  must  have 
at  leant  one-eighth  Indian  blood  and  holds  that  all  India© 

not  full  bloods  are  mixed  bloods*  This  decision#  if  sustained# 
will  throw  out  of  court  hundreds  of  the  Thite  rarth  fraud 
oa?i©s*  Mr*  Daniels  of  the  Department  of  Justice  who  is  handling 
these  oases  reports  yo  the  Indian  Office  that*  an  appeal 
will  bo  taksn  to  the  Supreme  Court* 


F.  12*  Abbott#  Secretary i 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with.  Mr.  PETER  LOOKAROUND, 
storekeeper,  at  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin, 
November  29,  1913. 


Mr.  Lookaround  is  a  graduate  of  Haskell  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  one  of  the  two  leading  merchants  of  Neopit. 

Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  conditions  around 

here? 

Mr. Lookaround.  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  think  these  are  honest  people  who  have  charge 
here  and  that  they  are  making  an  honest  effort  to  do 
the  best  they  possible  can? 

A.  Yes,  under  the  conditions.  I  think  Mr.  Nicholson 
is  about  the  best  we  ever  had. 

Q.  You  think  this  man,  Mr.  Nicholson,  doeB  what  he 
can  to  employ  all  the  Indians  he  can? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  other  lumber  yards 
or  lumber  schemes  besides  this  one  here? 

A.  Well,  I  used  to  work  a  little  in  the  woods. 

Q.  But  not  in  the  manufacturing  of  lumber? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  they  are  succeeding  in  doing 
the  logging  in  the  woods  properly? 

A.  I  think  they  are:  of  course  it  costs  more  money 
now. 

Q.  Of  course,  but  that  will  be  best  in  the  long  run, 
and  aren't  you  in  harmony  with  this  method  of  doing 
it?  You  know  if  it  succeeds  it  will  be  a  great  benefi 
to  the  Indians  in  the  long  run? 

A.  In  the  long  run,  yes. 

Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  There  seems  to  be  a  body  of  Indians  in  your 

reservation  that  are  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
way  things  are  being  done. 

Mr. Lookaround.  A.  Well,  these  are  always  the  same  ones  that  are 

dissatisfied  -  -  no  matter  who  we  had  for  our  Agent, 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  half  breed  at  the  head  of 
thiw  who  is  making  complaints  and  he  is  telling  them, 
you  know,  that  they  ought  to  have  their  money  and  that 
these  people  here  of  the  Forest  Department  are  squan¬ 
dering  the  money,  and  so  the  people  are  beginning  to 
think  the  same  way. 

Q.  But  You  are  satisfied  that  the  Department  is  doing 
the  best  it  can? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  since  Mr.  Nicholson  came 
here  there  has  been  a  large  improvement  in  the 
conditions  of  the  mill  and  the  prosperity  of  the  tribe? 


Interview  with  Mr.  Peter  Lookaround  -  page  2 


Lookaround. 

Mr.  Ayer: 
lookaround. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
lookaround. 


A.  Yes.  A  roan  here  roust  have  executive  ability,  he 
roust  settle  family  matters  and  deal  with  the  liquor 
question,  and  I  think  Mr.  Nicholson  has  done  well. 

Q.  And  you,  and  the  class  of  Indians  that  you 
represent,  feel  that  the  Agency  has  been  well  managed, 
as  well  as  the  Mill? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  then,  what  percentage  of  the  1700  Indians  on 
this  reservation  feel  as  you  do? 

A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Well  is  this  failing  that  has  been  worked  up 
pretty  wide  spread? 

A.  Yes;  of  course  when  they  feel  they  can't  get 
any  money  they  are  all  against  the  Agent;  they  feel 
that  if  they  can't  get  any  money  it  is  being  spent 
here.  You  can't  tell  them  that  this  mill  is  making 
money  because  they  won't  believe  it.  They  will  say, 
"We  don't  get  anything." 

Q.  Is  there  a  special  committee  organized  here  of 
five  or  six  men  who  are  trying  to  oppose  the  running 
of  the  Mill? 

A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Do  you  think  this  "opposition"  would  be  glad  to 
have  the  mill  closed  up  and  the  logs  sold? 

A.  Yes. 

f>.  Aren't  you  perfectly  satisfied  that  if  these  logs 
were  put  on  the  market  as  they  used  to  be  you  would 
fall  into  the  same  difficulties  in  getting  low  prices 
that  you  did  before? 

A.  In  the  old  way  the  Indians  used  to  get  work  for 
only  3  or  4  months  in  the  winter,  but  now  if  the  Indian 
wants  to  work  he  can  go  to  work  any  time  the  whole  year 
round.  You  will  find  records  in  the  office  that  a  few 
Indians  have  worked  every  month  in  the  year. 

Q.  What  is  it  that  the  Indians  are  trying  to  do  by 
employing  attorneys.  What  is  the  necessity? 

A.  Well,  it's  the  same  thing,-  about  getting  their 
money. 

Q.  Are  they  trying  to  force  the  Government  to  pay 
back  some  money  or  to  get  the  money  out  of  the  Govern- 
men's  hands?  Does  a  large  proportion  of  the  Indians 
think  the  Government  ought  to  pay  back  the  money  lost 
in  the  "down"  lumber? 

A.  No. 

Q.  But  the  "opposition"  does  want  the  Government  to 
surrender  the  million  or  two  and  divide  it  up  amongst 
the  members  of  the  tribe? 


Interview  with  Mr.  Peter  lookaround  -  page  3, 


lookaround. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


lookaround. 


A.  Xes,  and  these  "blow  downs"  are  telling  the  Indians 
the  Government  held  hack  some  of  the  money,  and  they 
are  going  around  and  saying  to  these  Indians,  "We  want 
to  employ  an  attorney  for  the  benefit  of  both  of  us," 
telling  the  Indians  they  should  have  the  same  attorney 
as  the  white  man. 

Q.  Do  many  white  men  come  on  the  place  and  agitate 
them  and  find  fault  with  the  mill®  Are  the  people 
around  the  reservation  and  those  people  all  the  time 
trying  to  make  trouble  and  do  away  with  the  mill? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  it  your  impression  that  the  effect  would 
be  if  they  succeeded  in  stepping  the  mill  and  having 
a  change  in  administration?  Would  it  be  injurious? 

A.  I  think  it  would,  because  we  have  so  much  money 
invested. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  you  can  preserve  the  timber  for 
the  next  fifty  years,  that  will  come  off  this 
reservation,  better,  by  having  a  mill,  than  without 
one? 

A. 


Yes  sir, 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  C.  A.  TURTLEHEAD, 
storekeeper,  at  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin, 
November  29th,  1913. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Turtlehead. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Turtlehead. 


Q.  Are  you  a  full  blooded  Indian? 

A.  No . 

Q.  You  have  known  this  Agent,  Mr.  Nicholson,  since 
he  has  been  here? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  has  made  an  effort  to  be  fair 
and  square  in  his  dealings  with  the  Indians? 

A.  Yes,  as  far  as  I  know,  he  has. 

Q.  Now  there  seems  to  be  a  feeling  amongst  some  of 
the  tribe  that  the  mill  ought  to  be  abolished.  They 
don't  think  it  is  making  money,-  although  the  reports 
show  it  has  been  making  money.  Do  you  think  it  would 
be  better  to  sell  your  logs  than  it  would  to  saw  them? 
A.  Well,  of  course  we  were  laying  up  money  right 
along  then. 

Q.  Do  you  think  these  people  are  using  economy  in 
sawing  the  timber  and  disposing  of  it? 

A*  Well,  I  think  in  disposing  of  it  they  are,  but 
of  course  there  is  lots  of  timber  that  has  been  sawed 
here  that  doesn't  amount  to  much.  There  have  been 
miscuts  and  a  lot  of  it  spoiled  by  the  saw. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  ordinary  perdentage 
of  miscuts  in  the  mills  in  Wisconsin,  or  only  this 
one? 

A.  Yes,  only  this  one. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  for  the  last  three  years  the 
logs  have  been  properly  taken  care  of? 

A.  I  haven't  been  in  the  woods  and  don't  know. 

Q.  There  seems  to  be  some  Indians  here  who  are  very 

much  dissatisfied  with  the  adminstration  as  carried 
on  here ;  they  are  against  the  mill  and  against  the 
Agent  and  his  work.  What  percentage  of  this  tribe 
feel  that  way,  do  you  think,  about  him? 

A.  I  don't  think  the  percentage  is  very  bi|f. 

Q.  About  BjS,  say? 

A.  I  don't  think  that  much. 

Q.  Is  that  percentage  who  are  usually  against  the 
Agent  here  the  industrious  hard  working  Indians? 

A.  No,  they  are  not. 

Q.  Are  they  amongst  the  class  who  try  to  get  an  easy 
living  and  are  not  usually  found  on  the  pay  roll  of  the 
mill? 

A.  Not  very  much.  (Meaning  they  are  not  found  very 
much  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  mill) . 


Interview  with  Mr.  C.  A.  Turtlehead  -  page  2 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Turtlehead. 


Q.  Do  you  think  that  these  men  who  are  finding  fault 
and  are  not  the  working  men  of  the  tribe  could  manage 
this  affair  better  than  the  Agency  is  managing  it? 

A.  Ho,  I  don’t  think  so. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  be  satisfied  to  have  the 
management  of  the  mill  in  the  tribe? 

A.  This  man  who  is  here  seems  to  be  a  pretty  good, 
straight  sort  of  a  fellow,  and  I  think  he  could  do 
as  well  as  anybody  else  would. 

Q.  You  $hink  this  man  employs  all  the  Indians  that 
he  has  a  place  for? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  any  Indian  that  wants  work  he  can 
find  a  place  for. 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer’s  interview  with  Mr.  JOE  GRISTO, 
policeman,  at  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin, 
November  29,  1913. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Gristo. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Gristo. 


Q.  You  are  a  policemen  here,  are  you  not? 
A.  Yes  sir. 


Q.  Are  you  a  Menominee  Indian? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  here,  Mr.  Gristo? 

A.  I  have  been  here,  I  think  it  is  eight  years. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  lumber  yards  and  the 
logging  and  everything  pertaining  to  the  carrying 
on  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation? 

A.  NO. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  lumber  yards  down 
in  Oconto,  or  anywhere  else? 

A.  Well,  I  was  raised  in  Marinette,  but  of  course 
I  never  worked  in  the  mills. 

Q.  Then  you  are  not  familiar  with  the  way  the  lumber 
yards  are  kept  at  Marinette  and  Menominee? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  been  in  there. 

Q.  Well,  how  do  you  think  this  compares  with  theM? 

A.  Well,  I  have  never  seen  anything  lying  around  in 
other  yards.  It  is  generally  picked  up.  Of  course, 
here  there  is  a  good  deal  lying  around,  as  anyone  can 
see  for  himself.  Of  course,  though,  they  clean  it  up 
every  once  in  a  while. 

Q.  Do  they  clean  it  up  say,  once  or  twice  a  year? 

A.  Oh  yes;  maybe  once  a  month  for  all  I  know. 

Q.  Do  you  get  your  wood  from  the  plant? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  condition  is  the  wood  in?  slabs,  sawed  up 
16-inches  long  and  not  split? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  do  they  charge  you  for  that,  delivered  at 
your  house? 

A.  $2.00  a  load,  about  two  cords. 

0.  That  makes  about  a  dollar  a  cord.  How  much  would 
it  cost  you  to  go  around  the  yard  and  get  the  broken 
pieces  and  get  them  to  your  house  and  have  it  sawed  up? 
A.  Well,  I  don't  think  I  could  get  it  cheaper.  It 
would  take  a  long  time  to  pick  it  up  and  I  would  have 
to  get  a  team. 

Q.  Do  you  think  any  of  the  Indians  who  have  families 
can  always  get  it  at  $1.00  a  cord,  delivered? 

A.  Yes. 


Interview  with  Mr.  Joe  Gristo  -  page  2. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Gristo. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Gristo. 


Q.  I  notice  there  are  some  Indians  who  are  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  the  working  of  the  plant  and  the  whole 
conditions  ? 

A.  Well,  the  way  I  understand  it,  they  are. 

GJ>.  Are  these  men  working  for  the  company? 

A.  They  had  been  working  right  along,-  hut  I  guess 
they  lost  their  jobs. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  what  reason? 

A.  Well,  not  exactly.  Once  in  a  while  some  of  them 
come  and  tell  me  the  trouble,  but  I  never  took  any 
trouble  to  keep  it  in  my  head. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  Menominee s  are  working  in 
the  woods,  etc? 

A.  Ho  sir. 

Q.  Isn't  it  the  usual  thing  that  the  Indians  are 
usually  given  a  job  if  they  are  good  workers? 

A.  Well, - yes. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  tribe  do  you  think  is 
dissatisfied? 

A.  Well,  as  far  as  I  know,  most  of  them  are  not 
satisfied  and  only  a  few  are. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  they  want  instead  of  what  they  have 
got? 

A.  Well,  I  don't  know  what  they  want. 

Q.  Have  they  any  better  scheme? 

A.  They  olaim  they  have. 

Q.  Are  they  the  hard  working  men  that  devote  their 
time  to  work  who  think  they  can  do  better,  or  are  they 
the  men  outside,  who  don't  work?  Do  they  want  to  do 
away  with  the  mill? 

A.  Ho;  I  think  the  idea  is  that  the  mill  ought  to  be 
making  money,  instead  of  running  behind  every  year. 

Q.  But,  is  it  a  fact  that  they  are  running  behind? 
Where  do  they  get  that  idea? 

A.  Well  I  don't  know;  these  are  the  reports  I  hear. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  know  whether  these  reports  are  true 

or  not? 

A.  I  couldn't  say. 

Q.  Who  has  been  telling  these  men  that  the  mill  has 
been  running  behind? 

A.  I  couldn't  say. 

Q.  KtadraaDcfe®  Well,  don't  they  know  they  can  come  to 
the  Agent  and  find  out  exactly  how  the  mill  is  run?  Has 
it  not  always  been  that  any  Indian  can  come  in  and 
examine  the  books  any  time? 

A.  Yes;-  although  I  don't  know  whether  they  ever  did 
or  not. 


Interview 

Mr.  Ayer: 
Gris to. 


with  Mr.  Joe  Gristo  -  page  3. 


q.  Well  then  the  only  reason  they  are  dissatisfied 
is  that  they  think  this  mill  is  losing  money  every 
year? 

A.  Yes. 

0.  Well,  do  you  think  they  would  be  satisfied  if 
they  could  be  informed  that  this  mill  is  making  money 
every  year? 

A.  I  don't  know  how  they  would  feel  about  that. 

£J.  Have  any  of  their  attorneys,  or  the  outside 
people,  told  them  that  the  mill  is  losing  money? 

A.  I  couldn't  say,  only  every  once  in  a  while  they 
get  wind  that  the  mill  is  losing  money. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  would  be  the  proper  thing  to 
do  to  have  your  men  go  to  the  office  and  examine  the 
books? 

A.  Why  sure. 

Q.  And  don't  you  think  that  if  the  men  knew  that  the 
last  two  years  the  mill  had  added  to  the  funds  at 
Washington  $444,000  they  would  have  been  more  satisfied 
with  the  management? 

A.  Why  sure,-  if  they  had  known  it. 

Q.  You  are  convinced  that  if  the  Indians  knew  the 
mill  was  making  money  they  would  be  satisfied? 

A.  Yes  sir. 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  THOMAS  PRICKETT'; 
one  of  the  Committee  appointed  hy  the  trite,  at  Menominee  Indian 
Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin,  December  1,  1913. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Prickett. 


Q.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  this 
plant? 

A.  Ever  since  it  was  built. 

Q.  Are  you  now  working? 

A.  No;  not  for  the  last  two  years. 

Q.  Are  you  an  Indian? 

A.  Yes;  not  a  full  blood,  but  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Menominee  tribe. 

Q.  Now,  in  a  few  words,  tell  me  what  is  the  matter. 

What  do  you  suggest  as  the  remedy? 

A.  The  log  superintendent  here  was  not  competent 
to  run  our  plant,  that  is  Mr.  Woodcock,  who  left  here 
some  time  this  Spring  or  summer. 

Q.  Was  he  discharged? 

A.  No;  he  resigned  last  Spring. 

Q.  Who  is  in  his  place  now? 

A.  Brigham. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  him? 

A.  Prom  all  accounts,  since  he  has  been  here  he 
has  attended  to  his  business  and  I  know  he  is  trying 
to  save  money  for  the  tribe.  He  is  a  gentleman. 

Now  if  Mr.  Woodcock  got  money  for  us  we  would  all 
help  him. 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  other  loggings,  in  other 
sections  of  the  country?  Have  you  logged  for  private 
concerns? 

A.  I  worked  at  Merrill,  Wisconsin. 

Q.  Is  the  lumbering  done  here  on  this  reservation  the 
last  two  years  satisfactory? 

A.  No  sir,  it  is  not. 

Q.  In  what  respect  was  the  logging  under  Mr.  Woodcock 
bad? 

A.  When  a  man  is  superintendent  of  three  or  four 
camps  he  has  no  business  in  this  office  all  the  week. 

They  hired  men  with  no  experience  of  sawing  logs 
that  would  make  good  lumber.  (Here  Mr.  Prickett 
detailed  an  instance  supposed  to  bear  out  this  statement). 

At  this  point  Mr.  Ayer  explained  to  Mr.  Prickett 
how  the  plant  had  added  to  the  funds  at  Washington, 
during  the  past  two  years,  $444,000;  that  there  had 
undoubtedly  been  mistakes  made  in  the  woods  and  about 
the  mill  and  that  our  present  duty  here  was  to  find 
out  how  important  they  were.  Also  lhat  Mr.  Ayer's 
expert  had  reported  that  the  accounts  were  in  good 
shape. 


Interview  with.  Mr.  Thomas  Prickett  -  page  2. 


Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  What  is  this  attorney  employed  by  you  Indians 

for? 

Mr.  Prickett.  A.  Well  now,  we  Indians  can  come  up  here  to  Mr. 

Nicholson  hut  cannot  get  information;  hut  Mr. 

Tirrell  can  come  up  here  to  Mr.  Nicholson  and  he  knows 
what  we  Indians  want  and  can  find  out  from  Mr. 

Nicholson. 

Q.  Don’t  you  think  the  yard  here  today  is  in  good, 
satisfactory,  condition? 

A*  Yes;  everything  is  clean. 

Q.  Are  the  lumbering  camps  kept  clean. 

A.  I  think  they  are. 

Q.  You  would  he  perfectly  satisfied  with  Mr.  Nicholson 
if  they  are  making  good  money  here? 

A.  Yes  sir;  perfectly  satisfied. 


Report  of  Hr.  Edward  E.  Ayer'd  interview  with  Mr.  LOUIS  LAFRAMBOIS, 
at  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin,  December  1,  1913. 


Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  I  have  come  up  here  and  I  find  a  great  deal  of 

dissatisfaction.  Now  what’s  the  matter  with  you? 
LaFrambois.  A.  Mr.  Ayer,  I  came  here  a  few  months  before  Mr. 

Nicholson.  At  one  time  there  was  an  Engineer  here, 
who  was  discharged.  This  Indian  who  was  discharged 
wanted  me  to  write  Senator  LaFollette,  and  in  my 
letter  I  told  the  Senator  that  some  of  the  people 
here  were  well  capable  of  being  camp  foremen.  I  told 
him  I  was  also  a  good  fireman,  that  I  could  go  into 
any  plant  as  a  good  scientific  fireman. 

Here  Mr.  LaFrambois  presented  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Nicholson's  report  against  him. 

Q.  I  want  to  find  out  what  you  know  about  this  place. 
You  have  worked  around  here  for  three  years? 

A.  Yes. 

££.  Have  you  worked  in  other  mills? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  conditions  in  other 
mills,  with  the  dirt  around  the  mills  etc?  How 
does  this  compare  in  cleanliness  around  the  town,  in 
the  camps,  in  the  planing  mill,  around  the  yard,  in 
the  warehouse  etc.  with  other  mills? 

A.  I  have  been  here  since  the  lumber  began  to  be 
piled  and  it  was  never  clean  until  this  Fall. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  the  breakage  around  here  excessive, 
A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  Now,  around  the  mills  and  the  supply  department, 
isn't  it  as  clean  as  you  usually  find? 

A.  Yes  sir;  they  are  in  good  shape. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  Indians  have  been  employed 
here  during  the  past  year? 

A.  No. 

Q.  271  have  been  employed  permanently  by  the  mill 
every  day  of  the  year,  on  the  average.  Don't  you 
think  this  was  a  good  portion  of  the  480  able  bodied 
men  in  the  tribe? 

A.  They  could  have  got  more.  We  have  had  men  here 
who  were  as  good  carriage  riders  as  white  men,  but 
they  could  not  see  any  prospect  of  advancement  and 
wo  they  quit. 

Q.  What  were  they  getting? 

A.  $2.25  a  day. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  wise  for  then  to  throw  up  a 
Job  when  they  were  getting  this  salary?  $60  a  month? 

A.  Well,  Mr.  Ayer,  carriage  riding  is  very  hard 
work  and  when  they  saw  they  could  not  be  advanced  they 
simply  quit  and  went  at  other  work. 


Interview  with  Mr, 


Lewis  LaFrambois  -  page  2, 


Mr.  Ayer: 
LaFrambois . 


LaFrambois: 


Q.  Have  you  any  other  grievance  yourself,  personally? 
A.  Ho.  My  grievance  is  that  I  am  a  good  fireman 
and  have  had  a  lot  of  experience. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  ever  quit  a  job  "because  they  would 
not  make  you  an  Engineer? 

A.  Ho,  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  still  you  think  these  men  who  quit  had  a 
grievance?  Don't  you  know  that  this  is  a  "business 
proposition  here,  that  they  have  to  make  this  mill 
pay? 

A.  Mr.  Ayer,  when  I  came  here  my  ambition  was  to 
become  an  Engineer,  but  I  feel  that  I  never  could. 

I  wanted  to  be,  in  my  old  age,  an  Engineer  and  take 
care  of  everything.  I  know  I  could  learn  these  things, 
but  I  never  get  a  chance.  My  future  is  going  to  look 
just  as  black  as  the  blackest  depths  of  Hell  just  as 
long  as  I  stay  here  and  there  is  no  change.  My  wife 
likes  this  place  here,  but  if  this  man  stays  here  I 
am  going  to  break  up  my  happy  home  and  go  away. 

Q.  How  many  children  have  you? 

A.  I  have  seven  children. 

Here  Mr.  Ayer  advised  LaFrambois  not  to  carry  out 
his  intention,  to  alter  his  point  of  view,  telling 
him  never  to  quit  a  job  until  he  had  another,  and 
never  to  refuse  a  job. 

I  have  been  a  woodsman  for  twenty  years  and  yet  a 
man  comes  here  for  twenty  minutes  and  tells  me  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it. 

And  I  want  you  to  put  this  down  too,  that  I  have 
been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  voting  for 
§1  years! 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  CHARLES  W.  CHICKENEY, 
at  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin,  November  29,  1913. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Chickeney. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Chickeney. 


Q.  You  are  a  Menominee  Indian,  of  course, 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Chickeney,  how  long  have  you  worked  here  for 
the  plant? 

A.  Two  years  in  June. 

Q.  What  is  your  position? 

A.  I  am  what  they  call  "Reatil  Salesman." 

Q.  You  are  familiar  with  the  way  the  lumber  is 
piled  in  the  yard  and  kept? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  way  it  is  piled  in  other 
lumber  yards? 

A.  No,  I  am  not. 

Q,  There  seems  to  be  several  men  here  who  are  much 
opposed  to  this  whole  scheme.  Are  those  men  usually 
the  laboring,  hard  working  men  for  the  mill,  or  are 
they  the  people  who  do  not  work  much? 

A.  Well,  I  know  of  two  who  do  not  work  at  all,  who 
have  been  kicking. 

Q.  Well,  how  do  they  get  their  living? 

A.  I  am  sorry  to  say  you  will  have  to  tell  me  before 
I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  Is  it  the  general  impression  here  that  the  mill 
is  making  money,  or  losing  money? 

A.  That  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  heard  that  the  plant  is  losing 
money? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  they  ever  made  any  effort  to  come  to  the 
office  to  find  out  if  they  have  been  losing  money? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  they  could  if  they  wanted 
to? 

A.  Well,  whenever  I  have  come  to  Nicholson  with 
reference  to  anything  I  have  always  got  what  I  wanted. 

Q.  How  many  men  do  you  think  are  opposed  to  this 
saw  mill,  and  the  other  things. 

A.  That  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Well,  there  are  not  a  great  many  are  there?-  would 
it  be  5$,  or  perhaps  10$  ? 

A.  Yos,  I  think  probably  10$. 


Interview  with  Mr.  Charles  W.  Chickeney  -  page  2. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Chickeney. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Chickeney: 
Mr.  Ayer: 


Q.  Don't  you  think  if  these  men  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  coming  and  getting  the  information  at 
this  mill,  and  it  was  demonstrated  that  this  mill  was 
making  money,  that  they  would  feel  different  about 
it? 

A.  I  think  they  would;  yes. 

Q.  Is  the  yard  in  good  condition,  as  far  as 
cleanliness  is  concerned? 

A.  Well,  as  far  as  I  know,  it  is.  Of  course, 
business  hasn't  been  very  good  and  everything  is 
piled  up,-  there  are  not  many  of  what  they  call 
"outs . " 

Q.  You  are  not  familiar  with  the  logging  in  the 
woods,  are  you? 

A.  No,  I  don't  know  what  is  going  on  there. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan,  in 

the  interests  of  your  tribe,  for  two  or  three  of 
you,  who  are  satisfied  and  connected  with  the  plant, 
to  get  two  or  three  of  the  leading  men  in  what  we 
may  call  the  "opposition"  to  come  with  you,-  say 
the  two  merchants  and  you,  and  invite  two  or  three 
men,-  to  come  up  here  and  get  an  exact  statement 
of  how  much  money  this  mill  has  made  or  lost  in 
the  last  three  years? 

A.  Why  yes,  indeed  I  do. 

Q.  Well  now,  these  books  are  kept,  as  I  understand 
it,  by  government  men  under  government  employ. 

Every  dollar  of  money  that  comes  in  is  credited  to 
the  Government  and  every  dollar  paid  out  is  charged 
to  the  Government.  Now  you  can  readily  find  out  in 
this  office  whether  you  take  in  more  money  during  the 
year  than  you  expent,  and  if  you  can  find  that  in  the 
three  years  they  have  taken  in  more  money  than  they 
have  expended  then  you  know  exactly  whether  you  are 
making  money  or  not,  and  I  would  suggest  that  you  do 
this.  As  a  business  man,  I  don't  believe  that  any 
man  would  want  to  say  that  these  books  are  fraudulently 
kept.  So  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  scheme  to  get  up 
a  committee  of  that  kind  and  come  and  find  out,  so  you 
can  tell  your  tribe  exactly  how  things  are.  Ahd  I  shall 
suggest  that  at  the  end  of  each  year  there  be  a  little 
slip  printed  and  given  to  each  member  of  this  tribe, 
telling  them  exactly  what  the  outcome  of  this  business 
has  been,-  whether  it  is  a  loss  or  a  gain. 

I  think  the  reason  the  tribe  are  dissatisfied  is 
that  the  annuity  is  decreasing  every  year. 

That  I  don't  know  anything  about.  Only  I  do  know, 
from  the  books  of  this  office,  that  there  have  been 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars  added  to  your  credit 
in  Washington  in  the  last  three  years;  so  that  it  isn't 
true  that  this  mill  has  decreased  your  annuity. 
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Chickeney. 
Mr*1  Ayer: 

Chickeney. 


Mr.  Ayer: 

Chickeney. 


Well,  that  is  the  impression  of  the  tribe, - 
that  this  mill  is  to  blame  for  it. 

Q.  Now,  you  know  that  if  you  sell  your  logs  you 
have  only  three  months'  work  a  year  and  you  are  up 
against  the  great  lumber  companies  here.  Some  of 
them  have  been  robbing  you  from  time  immemorial. 

Now  do  you  want  to  go  back  to  that, 

A.  Why  no  . 

Q.  How  many  men  of  these  agitators  are  there  in 
the  tribe  who  don’t  work,  who  still  live  and  have 
money?  You  said  you  knew  of  two  of  this  bunch 
here . 

A.  They  are  the  only  two  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  they  any  income  from  property? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  They  have  their  annuity,-  $60.00  a  year,  but 
they  can't  live  on  that,  can  they?  Have  they 
families? 

A.  Why,  one  has. 

Q.  And  still  he  never  works? 

A.  I  don't  know  how  it  is,  but  he  never  works  any. 

I  am  going  to  recommend  that  one  or  two  young 
men  be  put  through  the  College  of  Agriculture  at 
Madison  by  the  tribe,  who  will  come  back  and  be 
able  to  teach  you  how  to  raise  the  best  cattle,  pigs, 
horses,-  everything  the  best  type  instead  of  the 
poorest. 

Well,  Mr.  Ayer,  I  want  to  say  this.  No  matter 
what  they  do  at  the  mills  here,  or  in  the  woods;  no 
matter  how  the  funds  are,  we  must  have  something  to 
eat,  something  to  put  on  our  back ,  and  it  depdnds, 
whether  we  go  back  to  degradation  or  rise  to  the 
position  of  citizenship,  on  our  knowledge  and  adapt¬ 
ability  for  agriculture;  and  I  am  thoroughly  in  accord 
with  your  recommendation  in  regard  to  starting  us  right. 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  T.  J.  TURNEY, 
sawyer,  at  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin, 
November  30th,  1913. 


Mr.  Turney  was  presented  to  Mr.  Ayer  by  Mr.  D.  F. 
Tirrell,  an  attorney,  and  was  interviewed  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Tyrrell. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Mr.  Turney. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Mr.  Turney. 


Q.  Are  you  working  at  the  mill  now? 

A.  No ;  I  am  in  the  woods  now.  I  used  to  be  the 

head  sawyer  until  the  4th  of  October. 

Q.  Mr.  Turney,  I  wish  you  would  outline,  in  a 
general  way,  what  you  think  is  the  trouble  around 
here. 

A.  The  principal  trouble  has  been  with  the  mill, 
that  there  has  been  nobody  looking  after  it.  We 
would  try  our  best  to  get  anything  that  went  wrong 
in  the  mill  fixed,  but  without  success.  Now,  one 
time  our  lubricator  went  wrong  and  I  called  the 
millwright's  attention  to  it,  but  at  10:45  they  went 
out  to  dinner  without  replying.  I  found  Mr.  Adams 
then  and  told  him  my  trouble,  but  still  nothing  was 
done  between  that  time  and  noon,  and  so  I  cut  only 
500  and  I  should  have  out  somewhere  from  eight  to 
nine  thousand. 

A.  Another  thing  that  has  been  wrong  is  the  resaw. 

A  resaw  is  supposed  to  cut  rough  stock.  Now,  the  way 
this  one  is  fixed  it  splits  in  the  centre.  You  have 
to  take  off  the  slab  and  the  8-inch  board  and  the 
2-inch  plank.  They  have  been  experimenting  with  this 
resaw  ever  since  I  have  been  here,  and  I  guess  they 
always  will  be. 


Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  this  resaw,  and  this  breaking 

down,  how  long  have  you  sawed  in  this  mill? 

Mr.  Turney.  A.  Four  years  the  later  part  of  this  winter. 

Q.  Has  this  occurred  before,  that  is,  the  break  downs 
not  attended  to  promptly? 

A.  Yes.  And  the  entire  force  of  millwrights,  after 
lo:45,  do  not  pretend  to  do  anything:  they  get  ready 
to  go  to  dinner.  The  proper  way  is  to  go  at  11:00 
and  leave  the  mill  running  alone  until  they  get  back 
again. 


Q.  What  time  do  they  return? 

A.  Well,  they  generally  go  down  to  the  blacksmith 
shop  and  sit  around  until  the  12  o'clock  whistle  blows, 
and  then  they  go  into  the  mill. 

Q.  Then  between  11  and  12  there  are  not  any  mill¬ 
wrights  in  the  mill? 

A.  No. 
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Mr.  Turney. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Turney. 


Mr.  Turney. 


Mr.  Turney. 


Mr.  Ayer. 
Mr.  Turney. 


Last  Fall  when  they  shut  down  the  lumber  was 
being  spoiled.  Mr.  Adams  sent  to  Preseutt's  to 
get  a  man  to  fix  the  set  works.  So  we  got  a  man 
down  here  to  repair  them.  When  he  came  he  found 
that  Mr.  Adams  had  removed  what  ha  considered  the 
king  pin  of  the  set  works,  what  he  calls  the  cush¬ 
ion.  Mr.  Adams  told  me  to  go  with  this  man  and 
watch  him  to  see  that  the  set  works  were  fixed. 

A  fellow  stayed  here  about  four  days  and  all  he 
had  to  do  was  to  put  back  on  what  they  had  taken 
off. 

Q.  Did  they  then  work  alright? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  had  they  been  running  badly? 

A.  A  full  season,-  a  year. 

Just  before  we  shut  down  for  the  4th  of  July 
Mr.  Adams  notified  me  that  the  sawyers  would  not 
do  any  repairing.  So  consequently  we  kept  away 
from  the  mill  for  ten  days,  and  when  we  came  back 
we  found  the  carriage  in  the  most  ridiculous  shape 
and  consequently  we  couldn’t  move  a  truck  on  the 
carriage.  Well,  after  we  got  the  carriage  adjusted 
we  found  the  head  blocks  were  l£  inches  away  from 
the  saws.  The  dogs  here  have  hever  been  taken  care 
of.  One  would  get  bent  and  they  would  come  out  and 
bend  it  back  cold,  which  would  make  it  like  a  letter 
S.  Mr.  Adams  let  this  go  eight  days  one  time  before 
this  was  fixed  at  all. 

It  would  be  safe  to  say  that  60$  of  the  last  two 
plank  went  on  the  slabs  to  the  slasher,  and  whether 
they  were  cut  for  lathe  or  went  to  the  burner  I 
don't  know. 

To  go  back  to  the  resaw.  This  can  do  nothing 
but  split  in  the  center.  How  if  we  had  a  bill  for 
3x6 s ,  3x8s  or  3x12s,  this  resaw  is  supposed  to  cut 
up  anything  from  14-inches  down,  but  you  cannot 
cut  3-inch. 

That  is  the  fault  of  the  type  of  resaw  that 
they  have. 

No.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  remodeling  that 
Mr.  Adams  did. 


Supplementary  Report  of  Mr,  J.  P,  Einney,  Supervisor  of  Forests, 
in  the  employ  of  U.  S.  Government,  dated  December  16th,  1913. 


Answering  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  question  in 
letter  of  December  8th,  1913,  "What  percentage  of  the 
merchantable  timber  left  in  the  woods  in  the  last  three 
years  will  still  be  able  to  be  taken  to  the  mill?" 


December  16,  1913. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Your  letter  of  December  8th  was  forwarded 
to  me  from  Washington  and  received  yesterday. 

The  total  amount  of  logs  left  in  the  woods 
at  Reopit  during  the  past  three  years,  which  came  to  my 
attention,  would  not  exceed  100,000  feet.  I  should  say 
that  at  least  two-thirds  of  this  timber  can  be  brought  to 
the  mill  so  as  to  realize  a  profit  upon  it.  Thus  the 
actual  amount  of  these  logs  that  cannot  profitably  be 
saved  will  be  25,000  to  30,000  feat  board  measure. 

There  were  doubtless  some  logs  left  which  I 
did  not  see,  but  as  we  covered  a  large  part  of  the  operations 
of  the  last  three  years,  and  traveled  over  large  areas  where 
all  logs  were  picked  up  at  the  time  of  the  original  logging; 

I  feel  that  we  saw  nearly  all  of  the  waste. 

The  amount  of  fire  killed  hemlock  left 
standing  which  will  not  be  logged  this  year  and  which  could 
have  been  handled  at  an  advantage  from  the  camps  previously 
established  would  not  in  my  judgment  exceed  250,000  feet. 

Respectfully, 

J.  P.  Kinney, 

Supervisor  of  Forests. 


Hon.  E.  E.  Ayer, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Neopit,  Wieo.  January  7,  1914, 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 


Dear  Sir: 


One  of  ray  friends  told  no,  a  short  time 
ago,  that  he  asked  Thomas  Prickett  how  Tyrrell  was 
getting  along  at  Washington  and  that  Prickett  told 
him  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  stood  very  high  above  all  others 
in  7/ashington,  D.  C. 

And  yesterday  I  had  a  talk  with  another 
member  of  the  tribe  who  stands  close  to  Prickett. 

I  asked  him  what  promises  Tyrrell  was  making  to  the 
Indians  as  to  what  he  could  do  for  them,  and  he  told 
mo  that  Tyrrell  was  trying  to  get  annuities  for  the 
Menominees  And  that  he  was  also  endeavoring  to  have  an 
investigation  made  of  Neopit  affairs.  That  last 
Friday  or  Saturday  Louis  LaFrombois  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Tyrrell  stating  that  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
was  favoring  him.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affaire  was  out  west  at  Present  and  that  when  he 
returned  he  was  going  to  take  up  Menominee  matters,  that 
he  was  coming  here  to  make  an  investigation. 

That  it  made  no  difference  what  Mr.  Ayer 
or  anybody  else  reported,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  going  to  make  Ahe  investigation  in  person 
and  that  he  was  going  to  the  bottom  of  the  whole  business. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  Mitchell  Oshkenaniow. 


Koopit,  iso.  January  7,  1914, 


Hon.  Pdwnrd  K.  Ayer, 

Chicago.  Ill* 


Dear  Sir: 


0 no  of  ray  friends  tola  m ,  a  short  time 
ago,  that  h©  asked  Thomas  Prickett  how  Tyrrell  was 
getting  along  at  Sanhington  and  that  Prickott  told 
him  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  stood  very  high  above  all  others 
in  Washington,  D.  0* 

And  yesterday  I  had  a  talk  with  another 
member  of  tho  tribo  who  stands  dose  to  Prickott. 

I  asked  him  whnt  provisos  Tyrrell  was  making  to  the 
Indians  an  to  what  ho  could  do  for  thorn,  and  he  told 
me  that  Tyrrell  was  trying  to  get  annuities  for  tho 
Menominee s  luid  that  ho  was  also  endeavoring  to  havo  an 
investigation  made  of  Heopit  affairs.  Th;  t  last 
Friday  or  Saturday  Louis  LaPrombois  roooived  a  letter 
from  Hr.  Tyrrell  stating  that  the  Ansi stunt  Commissioner 
was  favoring  hin.  That  tho  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  out  west  at  Present  and  that  when  he 
returned  he  was  going  to  take  up  "©nominee  matters,  that 
he  was  coming  here  to  make  an  investigation. 

That  It  made  no  difference  what  Mr.  Ayer 
or  anybody  elso  reported,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  going  to  make  She  investigation  in  person 
and  that  he  was  going  to  the  bottom  of  the  whole  business. 

Yours  truly , 

( Signe d )  Mi tchell  Oshkenaniew . 


Heopit,  Si  so.  Jcnoary  7,  1914, 


Hon.  Ldward  2.  Ayer, 

Chicago ,  111. 


Doer  Sirs 


One  of  ray  friends  tola  kg,  a  short  tino 
ago,  that  he  a  ska  a  Thorns  'Priakott  how  Tyrrell  was 
getting  along  at  Washington  and  that  Prlokott  told 
hi.: i  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  stood  very  high  above  all  others 
In  Waehlngto n,  D.  C# 

And  yesterday  I  had  a  talk  with  another 
raojabor  of  the  tribe  who  stands  close  to  vrickott . 

I  asked  him  wh  t  prooison  Tyrrell  was  making  to  the 
Indians  as  to  what  ho  oould  do  for  thorn,  and  ho  told 
no  that  Tyrrell  was  trying  to  got  annuities  for  the 
Hanominoos  And  tliat  ho  was  also  endeavoring  to  have  an 
investigation  made  of  Heopit  affairs.  That  last 
Friday  or  Saturday  Louis  LaFroraboie  reoeived  a  lottor 
fr on  Hr.  Tyrrell  stating  that  the  AsBistont  doranieslonor 
w&s  favoring  him.  That  the  C omi os i ono r  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  out  west  at  Present  and  that  when  he 
returned  he  was  going  to  take  up  renoraine©  not tor a,  that 
ho  was  owning  hero  to  make  an  investigation. 

That  it  made  no  difference  what  :'r.  Ayor 
or  s-nyhody  oleo  reported,  that  tho  ConriioBionar  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  going  to  make  ih®  investigation  in  person 
and  that  lie  was  going  to  tho  bottom  of  tho  whole  business. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  Kitohell  Oshkonaniow. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


FREDERICK 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


COPY 


Washington,  D.  0.  Doc.  31,  1913. 


F.  H.  Abbott,  Secrotary, 

3oord  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Ity  dear  Mr.  Abbott: 

As  per  request  I  am  returning  to  you  the 
statement  pertaining  to  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners. 

I  an  of  an  entirely  different  mood  relative  to  this  Board 
of  Indian  Commissi oners  than  I  was  when  you  saw  me.  I  at 
that  time  thought  that  this  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 
was  of  some  service,  and  Mr,  Smiley  end  you  gave  me  that 
impression.  You  also  told  me  that  Hr.  A; or,  who  was  sent 
to  make  an  investigation  of  the  milling  operations  at 
Heopit,  "is.,  was  sent  there  to  make  a  bona  fide  honest 
investigation  of  the  milling  operations.  From  the  testimony 
that  ho  has  been  gathoring  at  that  place,  and  from  the  aote 
that  he  has  done  over  there,  I  have  lost  absolutely  all 
confidence  in  his  investigation  and  I  think  the  investigation 
is  absolutely  a  farce.  I  think  it  is  an  investigation  to 
white  wash  Nicholson  of  any  complaints  that  may  bo  made 
against  him. 


I  am  sending  you  a  sample  copy  of  some  of  the 
testimony  that  this  man  has  taken,  from  which  it  clearly 
ap-ooars  that  he  is  not  making  an  investigation  of  the 
business  operations  at  Uoopit,  but  1b  prying  into  extraneous 
matters,  belittling  the  complaints  and  complainants.  I 
want  to  ask  you  whether  or  not  in  your  opinion  you  think 
that  ouoh  an  examination  Me  anything  whatever  to  do  with 
business  operations  at  IToopit.  This  little  bit  of  testimony 
will  convince  any  man  that  this  man  Ayer  instead  of  being 
there  to  investigate  natters  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians 
is  there  to  pry  into  the  complaints  made  and  belittle  them 
as  much  as  possible# 

Very  truly  yours, 

feigned)  Thomas  F.  Konop, 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  CHARLES  FRESGpTT, 
at  Menominee  Indian  Rservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin,  November  30th, 
1913. 


Mr.  Presohett  was  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Prank  Gauthier,  Mr.  Mose  Tucker  and  three 
other  Indians. 


Mr.  Presohett  presented  a  document 
which  showed,  as  he  understood  it,  that 
pine  timber  had  been  sold  for  $57.00  in  the 
log.  Mr.  Ayer  explained  that  his  under¬ 
standing  was  incorrect,  demonstrating  that 
the  timber  referred  to  had  been  sold  for 

Wo  Uu  X  ~~ -  JdUH  ^ator  fro  w  qm 

feTln  theTo^1. 


The  remainder  of  this  meeting  was  taken 
up  by  a  discussion  as  to  the  profits  of  the 
mill;  Mr.  Ayer  showing  how  $444,000  had  been 
added  to  the  tribal  funds  at  Washington, 
from  the  profits  of  the  mill  during  the  past 
two  years ;  the  total  amount  of  the  funds  at 
Yashington,  etc. 


SOME  NEEDS  OF  INDIAN  IRRIGATION 


(Address  by  F.  H.  Abbott,  Secretary, 

Board  of  India*  Commlaeioaere, be¬ 
fore  Washington  Sooiety  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  on  December  2,  1913.) 

In  order  that  you  may  not  be  victim*  of  mlsplaoed  con¬ 
fidence,  I  confess  at  the  start,  though  with  regret,  that  I  do  not 
know  a  single  thing  about  engineering.  I  have  always  felt  the 
most  profound  respect  for  your  profession;  I  believe  it  contributes 
to  the  permanent  happiness  and  material  welfare  of  more  members  of 
civilized  society  th«n  any  other;  as  an  outsider  and  a  layman, 
therefore,  I  feel  honored  by  an  invitation  to  meet  with  you  and  I 
appreciate  very  greatly  the  opportunity  and  privilege  of  laying  be¬ 
fore  ycu  some  of  the  legal  economic  and  administrative  phases  of 
Indian  irrigation.  Ignorance  of  the  science  of  engineering  ordinarily 
would  be  &  sufficient  excuse  for  my  refusing  to  accept  an  invitation 
to  occupy  a  part  of  your  valuable  time  on  this  program,  and  I  assure 
you  that  I  should  not  have  acoepted  such  an  invitation  if  I  were  not 
profoundly  convinced  that  there  are  other  phases  of  the  problem  of 
irrigation  on  Indian  reservations  worthy  your  earnest  consideration 
as  engineers. 

The  principal  irrigation  troubles  on  the  public  domain, 
under  reclamation  project-*,  as  well  as  on  Indian  reservations,  are 
not  engineering  troubles.  Secretary  Lane,  in  a  speech  before  the 
recent  Conservation  Congress,  stated  the  case  well  when  he  said  that 


upoa  the  whole  the  irrigation  projects  la  the  West  could  aot  be 
criticised  from  an  engineering  standpoint;  that  the  projects  were  a 
credit  to  the  engineers  of  the  Government  service;  but,  that  the 
great  need  was  the  working  cut  of  plans  that  would  enable  men  and 
women  to  establish  homes  and  prosper  under  the  project®  constructed; 
and,  he  suggested  the  establishment  of  some  system  of  farm  credits 
as  a  means  of  enabling  settlers  to  reclaim  and  melee  beneficial  use 
pf  their  lands;  in  short,  he  emphasized  development,  instead  of  engi¬ 
neering,  as  the  great  irrigation  problem  of  the  future,  (in  pass- 
ing,  I  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that  the  country  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  upon  having,  in  the  great  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  a  man  whose  heart  throbs  in  sympathy  with  that  fine, whole¬ 
some  class  of  citizens,  who  are  striving  to  establish  themselves  in 
homes  on  land  in  the  gre*t  arid  and  semi-arid  West,  whose  mind  is 
capable  of  comprehending  their  needs,  and  who  has  the  courage  to 
obey  his  heart  and  his  mind). 

It  is  not  necessary  to  produce  argument  to  show  why  irriga¬ 
tion  engineers  should  be  primarily  interested  in  the  development  and 
utilization  of  lands  under  Irrigation  projects,  and  in  helping  to 
work  out  the  legal  economic  and  administrative  problems  associated 
with  such  development  and  utilization.  Has  not  the  Reclamation  Rer- 
vioe,  or,  if  you  please,  have  not  the  engineers  of  the  Reclamation 


-3- 


Servio©  been  blamed  by  the  public  for  every  failure  of  settlers 
tr  »claia  land  under  the  Reclamation  Act,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  such  failures  have  been  due  almost  always,  not  to  defects 
in  engineering,  but  either  to  inadaptability  of  the  law  to  local 
conditions,  or  to  the  inability  of  the  settler  to  secure  the  com¬ 
mercial  credit  necessary  to  make  economic  use  cf  hie  land?  Who, 
better  than  the  irrigation  engineer,  knows  the  difficulties  be¬ 
setting  the  inexperienced  man  who  attempts  to  reclaim  lands  under 
an  irrigation  ditch?  Who,  therefore,  is  better  qualified  than 
the  irrigation  engineer  to  help  work  out  plans  of  administration 
and  legislation  that  will  make  proper  development  poseible?  T 
think  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  in  the  future  there  will  be 
opportunity  for  the  irrigation  engineer  to  follow  his  profession 
and  do  his  part  as  an  engineer  in  developing  possibilities  for 
permanent  homes  for  men  and  women  in  the  undeveloped  West  just  in 
proportion  as  he  helps  to  work  out  a  practical  and  commonsense 
program  which  will  permit  economio  development  and  use  of  irri¬ 
gation  ditches  to  proceed  hand  in  hand  with  the  construction 
thereof. 

That  Indian  reservations  in  the  future  will  offer  a 
large  field  for  the  energies  of  the  engineer  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  there  are  one  million  and  a  half  acres  of  irrigable 
lands  on  India*  reservations  net  yet  irrigated,  while  millions 


c f  acre#  outside  these  reservation#  will  have  to  depend  for 
their  water  supply,  upon  rivers  that  either  rise  in  or  flow 
through,  euoh  reservation#.  Indeed,  I  believe  it  is  within  reason, 
to  say  that  the  bulk  of  the  problems  of  the  future  in  this  country 
that  have  to  do  with  irrigation  will  be  connected,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  with  Indian  reservations. 

It  ie  my  purpose,  however,  to  confine  my  remarks  to  the 
immediate  needs,  legislative  and  administrative,  of  lands  on  Indian 
reservations  owned  and  occupied  by  Indians.  Approximately  635,000 
acres  of  Indian  lands  have  been  brought  under  ditch.  Of  this  area 
approximately  300,000  acres  only,  are  under  cultivation,  while  leas 
than  100,000  acres  are  cultivated  by  Indiana;  and,  of  the  amount 
oredited  to  Indian  cultivation,  a  very  considerable  portion  is  mere¬ 
ly  watered  to  grow  crops  of  hay  and  is  not  under  intensive  cultiva¬ 
tion.  The  first  appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  Indian  irriga¬ 
tion  was  in  1869  for  the  Indians  of  the  Colorado  Hiver  reservation. 
Following  this,  appropriations  were  made  also  for  the  Navaho. 

Since  that  time  $9,000,000,  approximately,  have  been  appropriated 
for  irrigation  purposes  on  Indian  reservations,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  this  amount  having  been  appropriated  during  the  last  ten 
years.  For  example,  in  1903,  only  $18s,800  was  appropriated,  as 
compared  with  |1, 137, 733.62  in  1913,  ten  years  later. 


It  should  be  observed  that  before  these  appropriation,  and  even 
before  the  expedition  of  Coronado,  the  Indians  of  the  Southwest 
had  Irrigation  dltohes  sad  were  following  simple  methods  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  These  Indians,  woeaking  generally,  still  understand  irriga¬ 
tion  and  wherever  they  *nve  water,  use  It  beneficially,  What  I 
shall  say  later  about  the  immediate  needs  of  Indian  Irrigation, 
therefore,  relates  chiefly  to  the  Indians  of  the  great  Northwest, 

The  rapidity  of  growth  of  Indian  irrigation  is  equalled 
only  by  its  complexity  and  the  laok  of  uniformity  in  law  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  method  in  dealing  with  the  subject.  As  the  matter 
stands  today  Indian  irrigation  law  is  a  sort  of  Pandora1#  Box,  in 
whioh  you  can  find  most  anything  you  want  except  the  one  thing  that 
ought  to  be  found  in  connection  with  each  project,  namely,  con¬ 
struction  and  maintenance  charged  against  the  lands  benefited.  You 
can  find,  in  the  case  of  a  large  majority  of  the  reservations,  that 
construction  has  been  paid  for  out  of  re imbur sable  appropriations 
of  Congress,  reimbursement  to  be  from  sale  of  tribal  lands;  in  many 
cases  you  will  find  tribal  funds  charged  with  maintenance  and  opera¬ 
tion  costs;  in  many  others,  you  will  find  no  provision  whatever  riSade 
for  maintenance.  In  the  case  of  a  large  number  of  projects,  especial¬ 
ly  the  smaller  projects  in  Southern  California,  Ariaona  and  New 
Mexico,  you  will  find  construction,  as  well  as  maintenance  and 


operation  coats,  paid  out  of  gratuity  appropriations  by  Congress; 
in  some,  and  tfceee  are  few  but  worthy  of  note,  you  will  find  that 
while  the  original  construction  has  been  done  in  part  or  in  whole 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government  or  out  of  tribal  funds,  the  Indians 
themselves  are  maintaining,  extending  and  operating  the  prcjeots. 

In  the  ease  of  on®  large  reservation,  Fort  Hall,  Idaho,  construc¬ 
tion  was  done  out  of  tribal  fund a; and  maintenance,  operation  and 
repairs  are  kept  up  from  gratuity  appropriations.  In  the  case  of 
the  Flat  Head  reservation,  Montana,  where  the  construction  is  being 
done  by  the  Feolamation  Service,  construction  and  maintenance  are 
free  to  the  Individual  Indian  as  long  as  he  owns  the  land,  the 
coots  being  paid  out  of  tribal  funds;  if  the  land  i M  sold  to  white 
men,  however,  a  pro-r*ta  charge  for  construction  and  maintenance  is 
made  against  it  and  this  charge  has  tc  be  paid  before  title  passes 
to  the  purchaser.  In  the  case  cf  the  Yakima  reservation,  Washing¬ 
ton,  where  an  insignificant  area,  comparatively,  is  farmed  by 
Indians,  4P00  acres  out  cf  a  total  of  50,000  acres  under  ditch,  a 
plan  is  being  worked  out  to  charge  maintenance  and  operation  against 
the  land  of  the  individual,  the  original  cost  of  construction  having 
been  paid  from  tribal  funds.  On  the  Klamath  re^erva tiou  the  law 
provides  that  irrigation  construction  shall  be  paid  out  of  tribal 
funds,  but  the  individual  sllott.ee,  whose  land  is  not  irrigated  by 
the  project  so  constructed,  is  entitled  to  hie  pro-rata  share  of 
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tbe  irrigation  beenefite  in  some  ether  form,  such  as  in  issue  of 
stock  cattle.  Other  variations  in  law  and  administrative  method 
could  be  cited. 

But,  in  all  of  these  varied  provisions  of  lav  affecting 
different  Indian  reservations  thsrs  is  not  a  single  instance  where 
the  construction  and  maintenance  charges  are  made  against  the  in¬ 
dividual  land  benefited.  The  nearest  approach  to  a  recognition 
of  this  principle  is  found  in  the  case  of  the  Yuma  reservation 
where  it  i«  provided  that;  "In  the  event  any  allottee,  shall  re¬ 
ceive  a  patent  in  fee  to  an  allotment  of  land  irrigated  under  this 
project,  before  the  United  States  shall  have  been  wholly  reimbursed 
as  herein  provided,  then  the  proportionate  cost  of  the  project  to  be 
apportioned  equally  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  become 
a  first  lien  on  ? uch  allotment" (36  Rtat.  L.,  Pg,1063,  Act  of  March  3, 
1911)  and  also  in  the  caee  of  the  Gila  River  reservation  in  Arizona, 
where  there  is  a  similar  provision  of  law.  (37  Stat.  L,,  Pg.522, 

Act  of  August  c4#  1912),  That  is,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  Reclamation  Act  recognizes  the  fundamental  correctness  of  tax¬ 
ing  the  reclamation  costs  against  the  land  benefited  and,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  Ahe  Government  for  many  years  has  been  ad¬ 
vocating  the  individulization  of  Indian  property  as  a  means  of 
training  the  Indian  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  citizenship. 
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when  it  has  come  to  the  question  of  irrigation,  this  principle  has 
not  been  fully  applied  in  a  single  case. 

There  is  another  condition  worthy  of  special  mention. 

On  most  reservations  in  the  Northwest,  where  large  appropriations 
have  been  made  for  irrigation  out  of  Indian  funds,  such  for 
example  as  Flat  Head,  Fort  Peck,  Blaokfeet  and  Crow,  no  appropria¬ 
tions  whatever  from  these  earn#  fund®  were  made  to  enable  the  Indians 
to  buy  plows,  scrapers,  teams,  seeds  and  equipment  necessary  to 
subdue  and  cultivate  their  lands,  while  in  nearly  every  case  there 
was  not  a  dollsr  to  the  credit  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
tribe  or  any  means  of  credit,  available  to  them  for  this  purpose. 
Particularly  In  the  case  of  Blackfeet  and  Fort  Peck  a  large  part 
of  the  construction  work  was  completed  before  the  Indians*  allot¬ 
ments  were  approved  and  available  to  sell  in  part  to  enable  them  to 
improve  the  remaining  portion  held  by  them.  This  condition,  bad 
as  it  is,  however,  is  not  so  bad  as  it  is  on  several  other  reserva¬ 
tions.  At  Fort  Hall,  in  Idaho;  Uintah,  in  Utah;  and  Shoshoni, 
in  Wyoming,  not  only  were  tribal  funds  used  for  the  construction 
of  expensive  irrigation  projeots,  $800,000  at  Fort  Hall;  $600,000 
at  Uintah  and  over  $600,000  at  Shoshoni,  without  at  the  same  time, 
making  any  provision  to  enable  the  Indians  to  reclaim  the  ianaa 
under  ditch,  but  at  least  in  the  oaae  of  Unitah  and  Fort  Hall 


provision  was  made  that  the  Indians,  deprived  as  they  were  of  any 
means  to  reclaim  their  lands  should,  notwithstanding,  reclaim  them 
in  accord  nee  with  state  law,  which  required  beneficial  use  of 
the  water  within  a  limited  time  in  order  to  protect  the  water 
right.  The  result  is  that  on  the  Fort  Hall  reservation,  where 
there  are  50,000  acres,  under  ditches  constructed  with  Indian 
funds  at  a  cost  of  nearly  one  million  dollars,  the  Indians  are 
actually  farming  only  3,300  acres  and  have  only  until  1916  to  make 
beneficial  use  of  the  water  for  the  remaining  47,000  acres.  On 
Uintah  reservation,  where  98,400  acres  have  been  brought  under 
ditch  at  an  expense  of  *600,000,  the  Indians  have  reclaimed  only 
6,000  acres  and  have,  under  state  law,  until  1919  to  make  benefioial 
use  of  the  remainder.  (  A  recent  Judgnent  in  the  Court  of  Claims 
for  |3, 000, 000  in  which  these  Indians*  share  will  enable  them  to 
buy  equipment  and  if  they  are  supplied  with  skilled  irrigation 
farmers  to  assist  them  they  may  succeed  in  reclaiming  most  of  their 
lands.)  On  the  Shoshoni  reservation  in  Wyoming,  where  nearly 
66,000  acres  have  been  brought  under  ditch  with  tribal  funds,  at  a 
cost  of  over  $600,000,  beneficial  use  must  be  made  under  state  law 
before  1S16.  Failure  to  m*ke  such  beneficial  use  la  the  case  of 
these  three  large  reservations  means  a  clean  less  of  a  large  part 
of  the  investment  in  irrigation  ditobee,  of  two  millions  of 


dollars  of  tribe  1  funds.  Or  the  Crow  reasrv  .  cion,  where  irriga¬ 
tion  construction  was  begun  twenty  yearn  ago,  and  where  86,750 
acre®  have  been  brought  under  ditoh,  the  Indians  are  farming  only 
11,376  acres,  and  much  of  this  is  producing  onj.y  grass,  while 
ditches  constructed  ok  this  reservation  at  a  ccet  of  over  one 
Million  dollars  are  Wf  thousands  of  dollara 

of  tribal  funds?  will  be  required  to  reconstruct  them  and  make 
them  available  for  use# 

What  are  the  remedies  for  these  conditions? 

These  I  shall  only  take  time  to  suggest  briefly.  The 
first  need,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  harmonization ,  so  far  as  possible, 
of  laws  relating  to  the  irrigation  of  Indian  lands;  the  principle 
of  charging  construct! e*  and  maintenance  costs  against  the  land  or 
funds  of  the  individual  instead  of  the  tribal  fund  should  be 
adorted  and  the  Individual  members  cf  the  tribes  brought  to  §.  reali¬ 
zation,  act  only  of  the  value  of  water  rights  is  connection  with 
their  individual  lands,  but  to  a  sense  of  personal  responsibility 
in  paying  for  the  maintenance  of  tbeir  ditches  out  of  the  products 
of  the  land,  leaving  their  shares  in  the  tribal  funds  intact,  for 
use  by  the®  in  the  purchase  of  live  stock  or  equipment  for  their 
economic  betterment,  A  realization  of  their  responsibilities  in 
this  direction  would  be  greatly  promoted,  in  my  judgment,  by  the 
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organisation,  among  the  Indians  *b«™  lsDd*  sre  urAflr  ditcb  °f 
Water  User.'  Associations,  stalls*  *»  pin*  *>  the  Water  Deere* 
Association  1*  the  white  communities.  Only  in  this  wey  will 
they  be  educated  to  the  point  where  It  will  be  safe  to  leeue  to 
then  patents  1®  fee  for  their  land  >ni  otherwlee  remoye  restric¬ 
tions  from  them  a«d  extend  to  them  the  orl»lleSe«  of  full  citizen¬ 
ship.  Such  reaegnltion  by  the  Government,  of  the  right  of  the 
India,  tc  a  Woioe  in  the  management  of  his  own  property  would  be 
appreciated  by  him  and  inspire  in  M«  eelf-reepect  and  self-da- 
peadeiice. 

A  second  remedy  Is  in  supplying  reimbursable  appropria¬ 
tions  to  enable  Indians,  for  whom  irrigation  ditohee  are  built, 
tp  deyelop  the  lend  under  ditch.  This  means  of  oredit,  a  kind 
of  credit  already  recognized  by  Congress  in  previous  appropriation 
hills,  will  take  the  place  of  the  form  oredit  plan,  suggested  by 
Secretary  Lana  for  white  farmers  under  the  reclamation  project. 

In  oases  where  ditohee  have  already  been  constructed  out  of  tribal 
funds,  it  perhaps  will  be  impracticable  as  well  as  unnecessary  to 
charge  construction  against  the  land  of  the  individual,  but  in 
such  cases  the  maintenance  and  operation  costs  from  now  on  should 
be  charged  against  the  individual  and  collected  f*om  any  funds  to 
his  oredit,  or  ag»in*t  hie  land,  collection  to  be  provided  for 


under  aui table  regulations. 


Ia  the  case  of  future  appropriations 


for  new  work  ’there  construction  la  to  be  done  out  of  tribal  funds, 
the  charges  should  he  msade  pro-r?.ta  against  the  shares  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  tribal  fund  and  not  against  the  whole  fund,  in  order 
that  the  individual  will  realise  just  how  much  hie  water  rights 
are  costing  him;  end  provision  should  be  made  similar  to  that  in¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  case  of  the  Yuaa  and  Gila  Fiver  reservations  5C 
that  when  a  patent  in  fee  Is  issued  to  the  Indian  cr  where  the 
land  passes  from  the  original  Indian  owner,  the  charges  for  con¬ 
struction  md  maintenance,  whether  paid  out  of  tribal  funds  or 
gratuity  appropriations,  may  be  reimbursed. 

There  is,  not  only  no  reason  why  the  Government  should 
pay  a  single  dollar  gratuitously  for  bringing  water  to  Inai&n  i-and, 
and  much  lesa  re? son  why  a  tribe  of  Indians  should  sustain  such  a 
charge  on  behalf  of  individual  members  thereof,  but  there  ic,  on 
the  other  hand,  every  reason,  in  the  name  of  sound  education  and 
sound  training  for  the  responsibilities  cf  citizenship,  why,  in 
the  future,  Indian  Irrigation  should  be  made  a  charge  against  1h  e 
land  of  the  individual  and  the  individual  made  to  account  therefor, 
and  given  a  voice  in  the  management  thereof.  It  is  the  plain  duty 
of  the  Government,  however,  ae.»  matter  of  proper  education  and 
ciiriliaation  to  provide,  ^t  its  own  expense,  irrigation  farmers, 
to  Instruct  the  Tnd lands  in  irrigation  where  necessary. 


After  pointing  out  these  oonditiona  of  Indian  Irriga¬ 
tion,  which  aeed  remedy,  I  would  be  neither  fair  ncr  just  if  I  * 
did  met  esy  th-it,  in  mr  judgment  these  conditions  ere  ©either  «i 
evidence  of  bad  administration,  nor  of  wrong  motives  c«  the  p^rt 
of  Congress.  Irrigation  is  ©om caret i velv  ae.-;  lave  differ  in 
different  states;  oonditione  differ  on  different  Indian  reser¬ 
ve  tirfte  ♦  legislation  has  been  enacted  hastily  ia  moat  oases  s.nd 
in  response  to  a.  perfectly  rational  and  proper  demand  for  develop¬ 
ment  of  undeveloped  resources;  the  economics  needy  of  th-^  Indian 
were  not  always  understood,  and  were  generally  lo«^  sight  of  in 
Hf  Inin  tr  £i  t  bln  1  :t  i  Uft&iff  liter.,  Tn  fctl  of  ditch 

construction,  the  one  subject  that  weciara  to  have  teen  thought  of, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  thought  ef  providing  means  for  cultivettion 
and  utilisation  of  the  1  ads  under  ditch,  the  Irrigation  Branch  of 
the  Tallin  Service  has  bean  most  efficient,  the  average  acre  coet 
of  Indian  reclamation  being  the  remarkably  small  sum  of  approximate¬ 
ly  $16*  Special  credit  ia  also  due  to  Mr.  W.  M*  Heed,  present 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Indian  Irrigation  Service,  who  ia  to  follow 
me  tonight,  for  th©  work  he  is  doing  in  the  wav  of  working  out 
uniform  cost  keeping  methods  in  the  irrigation  field  service  asod 
to  hie  efforts,  supported  by  the  Commissioner  of  India*  Affairs,  to 
secure  evidence  to  protect  the  water  rights  of  Indiana  unuer  those 
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pro  j«cts  where  the  state  la*  applies. 

At  the  same  time  mention  should  le  mads  of  the  hundreds 
of  India*  farmers,  who  are  lrrig? ting  their  allotments  and 
raising  crops  that  equal,  •?ti4  often  excel,  crops  raised  by  white 
farmers  in  the  neighborhood.  I  wart  to  emphdsiss  this  statement 
because  the  failure  of  a  greater  utilisation  of  lands  under  India* 
ditches,  1*  ruy  judgment,  has  been  due  sore  lp^rgaly  to  the  defects 
of  legislation  and  administration,  which  I  have  pointed  out,  than 
to  the  Indians  themselves. 

I  hope,  in  this  somewhat  disconnected  discussion,  I  may 
have  said  someth  lag  that  will  enlist  the  interest  of  engineers  In 
a  problem,  the  -rcpcr  solution  of  which  will  mem,  not  only  the 
making  of,  "two  blades  of  grace  grow,  where  one  has  grown  cefore", 
on  more  then  a  million  i-cree  cf  new  arid  laud,  but  the  eats.blisli- 
meat  ,.p  happy  and  r roaperous  homes  for  thousands  of  fsmlHes,  Indian 
and  IThite,  where  no  hoir.ee  are  possible  without  a  policy  cf  reel  mo¬ 
tion,  bile  solving  -he  problem*  of  engineering  construction, 

will  also  solve  the  grerter  problems  of  development  nd  utilisa¬ 
tion  of  the  lands  rod  aimed. 

The  Board  cf  Indian  Commie*  a  loners,  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  aa  Secretary,  is  working  earnestly  and  with¬ 
out  pay  in  a  patriotic  effort  to  help  Secretary  Lane  and  Commissioner 
Sells  of  the  Indian  Office,  who  are  working  just  as  earnestly  and 
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patriotically,  to  solve  these  ana  other  nrobleme  connected  with 
Indian  administration* 


V 


Chicago.  December  34,  1913. 


Dear  Mr.  *yQ8]:esit: 

Ac  a  slight  token  of  ny 

appro elation  of  having  mot  and  had  no  nice  a  talk 
with  you,  I  sent  you  yesterday  a  rad  blanket.  May 
it  koap  your  body  an  warm  as  the  remembrance  of 
meeting  you  is  in  my  heart. 

Every  man  who  has  imperiled 
his  life  for  his  Government  should  have  tho 
warmest  place  in  tho  affections  of  all  his 
neighbors  and  friends:  this  I  am  sure  yon  have. 

Another  thing  I  v;ant  to 

especially  congratulate  you  on  is  your  dear  wife. 

I  was  told  by  many  that  she  was  your  equal  in 
overy  way.  A  man  who  can  go  through  lifo,  as 
you  and  I  have,  with  beautiful  characters  for 
wives,  is  to  be  envied. 

You  may  bo  very  sure,  my 

dear  friend,  that  if  over  I  come  to  the  ftesorvation 
again,  ono  of  my  first  pleasures  will  be  to  visit 
you  at  your  homo  and  I  shall  always  have,  as  X 


Mr.  Wyeskosit 
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said  before,  the  warmest  place  in  ay  heart  for 
you  and  yours. 


Your  Friond, 


?o 

Mr.  Wye eke sit, 

Menominee  Indian  Reservation, 
fteopit,  ’"iseonsin. 


Chicago.  December  3d,  1913 


Dear  Mr.  Wyeskesit: 

As  a  slight  token  of  my 

appreciation  of  having  met  and  had  bo  nice  a  talk 
with  you,  I  eont  you  yesterday  a  red  blanket.  May 
it  keep  your  body  as  warm  as  the  remembrance  of 
meeting  you  is  in  my  heart. 

Every  man  who  has  imperiled 
his  life  for  his  Government  should  have  the 
warmest  place  in  the  affections  of  all  his 
neighbors  and  friende:  this  I  am  sure  you  have. 

Another  thing  I  want  to 

especially  congratulate  you  on  is  your  dear  wife. 

I  was  told  by  many  that  she  was  your  equal  in 
every  way.  A  man  who  can  go  through  life,  as 
you  and  I  have,  with  beautiful  characters  for 
wives,  is  to  be  envied. 

You  may  be  very  sure*  my 

dear  friend,  that  if  ever  X  come  to  the  Reservation 
again,  one  of  my  first  pleasures  will  be  to  visit 
you  at  your  home  and  I  shall  always  have,  as  I 


Mr.  Wyeskesit 
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said  before,  the  warmest  place  in  my  heart  for 
you  and  yours. 


Your  Friend, 


To 

Mr.  Wyeskesit, 

Menominee  Indian  Reservation, 
Neopit,  Wisconsin. 


floor  lira.  Hicholson: 


I  Bond  you  today, 
oy  express,  a  plod  for  your  dear  boy, 
a  doll  for  your  snoot  daughter  and 
another  one  for  her  sweet  friend, 

ITre.  Brigham' e  little  daughter.  I 
also  send  two  boxes  of  candy:  I  wlnh 
you  would  give  one  to  Mrs.  Brigham: 
and  a  red  blanket  that  I  would  like 
to  have  your  husband  fiend  to  the 
grand  old  patriarch,  ffyoskoslt. 


^  Hr.  Anderson  Is  writing 
this  letter;  Mr.  Smith  Is  alno  at 
the  desk  and  I  am  sure  Mr.  Holland 
would  join  us  If  he  was  here  In  trying 
to  express  to  you  our  approclation  of’ 
the  charming;  hospitality  of  yourself 
and  husband,  and  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Brigham 
and  the  others  that  we  came  In  con- 
tact  with  at  your  o harming  plaoe.  it 
certainly  was  something  that  we  will 
ail  remember  aB  long  as  we  live,  and 
we  earnestly  hope  that  any  of  you 
ooming  to  Chicago  will  let  us  know. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


»«o.  2,  1913. 

Mrs.  A.  g.  Hlcholson, 
Noopit,  Hlsoonsln. 


*.  al!3°  another  package, 

two  boxes  of  candy,  for  the  especial 
use  of  yoursolf  and  Mrs.  Brigham. 


s^/ 

/ 
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Paducah,  Ky..  Dec .  4,  I9I3  . 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Indian  Commissioner  , 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  hand  you  mjr  report  on  three  days'  investigation 
beginning  November  28th  1913  ,  of  work  being  done  on  the  Menominee  and 
Stockbridge  Indian  Reservation  at  and  near  Neopit  Wisconsin. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  I  looked  over  and  inspected  care¬ 
fully  the  mill  yard.  I  found,  according  to  my  judgment,  based  6n 
nineteen  years'  experience  in  the  tie  and  lumber  business,  the  most 
efficient  work,  both  in  manufacture  and  care  of  stock,  that  I  have 
ever  seen  on  any  mill  yard  large  or  small.  The  management  of  thifl 
part  of  the  work  has  certainly  been  first  class. 

Beginning  on  the  29th  of  November,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Terrell  as  an  attorney  for  some  eight  or  ten  Indians  who  were  also 
along,  with  several  other  parties,  I  began  the  inspection  of  the  cut¬ 
ting  and  logging  on  the  Reservation — following  the  direction  of  Mr, 
Terrell.  I  was  first  shown  a  square  timber  38  ft.  long,  24  inches 
in  diameter,  No.  187.  Mr.  Terrell  claimed  a  loss  to  the  tribe  on 
account  of  the  slabs  hewn  from  this  timber,  there  being  some  very 
small  slabs  taken  off.  I  could  not  see  the  loss  to  the  tribe  as 
this  timber  had  been  measured  and  sold  and  the  tribe  had  credit. 

The  next  complaint  was  about  decked  about  400 


feet  from  the  railroad.  Mr.  Terrel: 


.aimed  a  loss  to  the  tribe  on 
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account  of  sledding^nd  re- decking  along  the  track.  When  told  by 
E.  J.  Brigham,  who  has  charge  of  the  logging,  that  they  would  be 
loaded  as  they  were  sledded  and  would  not  be  redecked,  Mr.  Terrell 
said  this  would  not  be  done.  When  asked  "Why”?,  he  stated  that  he 
would  show  where  redecking  had  been  done  before,  but  he  failed  to  do 
this,  and  later  admitted  that  he  could  not. 

I  was  next  shown  five  white  pine  logs,  sap-stained,  which 
he  claimed  should  have  been  barked.  I  consider  the  damage  to  these 
very  slight,  as  they  were  right  on  the  railroad  and  will  be  taken  to 
mill  right  away. 

Again,  Mr.  Terrell  claimed  that  the  stumps  were  cut  too 
high.  At  this  particular  point,  the  stumps  were  totten  and  hollow, 
and  I  consider  that  there  was  no  loss,  but  at  some  other  places,  the 
stumps  were  cut  too  high,  but  the  per  cent  of  sound  stumps  cut  high 
was  very  small.  Mr.  Terrell  also  complained  about  a  log  that  had 
been  left  from  the  butt  of  a  tree.  This  log  was  about  30  inches  in 

diameter  at  the  small  end;  was  hollow  from  end  to  end - large  enough 

for  a  man  to  crawl  through.  This  was  demonstrated  by  a  man  crawl¬ 
ing  through  the  log  from  end  to  end.  This  complaint,  in  my  judgment, 
was  absurd,  as  it  surely  would  have  been  a  loss  to  the  tribe  tomhave 
made  the  expense  of  hauling  and  sawing  timber  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Terrell's  complaint  at  Camp  1|?  was  that  logs  had  been 
cut  for  wood  that  would  have  made  good  lumber.  These  logs  were  from 

a  tree  that  must  have  been  dead  at  least  ten  years - in  my  judgment 

worthless  to  the  tribe  except  for  wood.  In  discussing  these  logs, 
Mr.  Terrell  made  the  assertion  that  any  white  pine  lumber  that  would 
hold  together  was  worth  $16.00  per  thousand.  This  shows  how  reck¬ 
less  he  was  in  making  statements.  He  showed  some  logs  that  had  been 
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peeled.  These  were  tops  from  trees  cut  for  export.  These,  I  think, 
were  in  good  condition  and  not  damaged.  Mr.  Terrell  would  Bay,  if 
logs  had  not  been  peeled,  that  they  should  have  been  peeled  to  pre- 
serve  them;  but  if  they  were  peeled,  he  calirned  they  were  damaged  by 
worms . 


He  showed  several  'all  scattered  on  the  last  year’s  work  in 
the  swamp,  that  were  left  on  account  of  the  breaking  up  of  cold 
weather.  This  territory  is  still  in  operation  and  can  be  cleaned  up 
this  winter.  Logs  in  good  condition. 

Mr.  Terrell  next  showed  two  trees,  fourteen  logs  and  one 
square  timber  that  he  claims  should  have  been  loaded,  but  the  track 
was  removed.  These  logs  were  near  a  new  cutting  and  could  be  taken 
up.  I  could  not  figure  out  any  loss  here. 

From  this  point,  we  passed  through  a  long  strip  of  burned- 
over  land,  an  old  cutting.  In  this  strip,  the  timber  was  nearly  all 
dead.  We  were  shown  several  logs  cut  ,  and  quite  a  lot  of  standing 
timber  of  the  cheaper  grades.  This  was  cut  over  about  two  years 
ago,  following  the  fire,  and  the  management  claims  they  cut  the  white 
pine  and  left  the  hemlock  on  account  of  the  pine  being  much  more 
valuable  and  much  more  important  to  save  before  it  damaged. 

On  November  30th  we  were  almost  exclusively  on  aid  cuttings 

of  two  years  past,  and  over.  Complaint  was  made  about  logs  being 

cut  for  lumber  being  used  in  making  fills  for  the  railroad  and 

streamers  for  bridges  for  wagon  roads,  and  skidways  left  where  the 

ed/ 

track  was  taken  up  and  removed,  and  some  logs  left  scat ter/over  this 
old  territory.  These  claims  seemed  to  be  more  reasonable  and  it 
looked  as  though  there  had  been  some  careless  work  done  by  someone, 
but  much  of  this  is  a  question  as  to  whether  the  tribe  suffered  any 
loss,  as  the  time  spent  in  gett^p^dirt  or  worthless  timber  might 
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have  equalled  the  cost  of  putting  the  timber  in  bridges  and  fills. 

Mr.  Terrell  made  a  charge  against  the  management,  for 
charging  Tom  Labelle,  an  Indian,  $36.00  for  the  use  of  camps  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  tribe,  while  working  out  a  contract  on  a  certain  boundary 
on  which  he  was  to  cut  and  deliver  the  timber  at  $6.00  per  thousand. 

I  fail  to  see  any  loss  to  the  tribe  in  this,  but  had  they  furnished 
a  camp  free,  as  Terrell  said  they  should  have  done,  it  would  have  been 
a  loss  to  the  tribe. 

Mr.  Terrell  showed  a  cut  through  the  hill  about  four  and  one 
halfi  feet  deep,  about  six  hundred  feet  long.  He  claimed  they  had 
a  track  around  this  hill  and  took  it  up  when  the  cut  was  made.  Mr. 
Nicholson  says  this  cut  was  made  Xs  the  pass-way  for  the  loaded  and 
empty  cars  and  both  tracks  were  used  at.  the  same  time  and  the  cut 
was  made  to  get  on  solid  ground  for  the  loaded  cars,  on  account  of 
the  ground  being  soft  and  swampy  where  the  track  went  around  the 
hill,  which  seems  to  be  a  good  business  proposition  instead  of  a 
waste.  Complaint  was  also  made  at  this  point,  about  110  ties  being 

left  that  had  been  used  in  a  jam-dock..  These  were  inferior  ties 
in  the  beginning  and  had  been  used  in  the  track  before  being  put  in 
the  dock. 

He  also  claimed  a  loss  to  the  tribe  by  the  management,  on 

account  of  small  trees  being  cut  for  skids  on  which  to  fall  the 

large  trees  cut  for  expoEt.  Mr.  Nicholson  says  this  timber  was  all 

measured  and  paid  for,  therefore  could  not  be  a  loss  to  the  tribe. 

Mr.  Terrell  showed  some  timber  near  old  Camp  12  that  he' 
said  should  have  been  cut.  This  was  burned-over-land  ,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  could  not  be  worked  at  a  profit.  He  showed  about  4,000 
cedar  logs  cut  about  two  years  ago--also  some  poles  cut  by  Paul  Teboe 


an  Indian 


left  on  account  of 
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the  breaking  up  of  the  ice.  They  are  in  good  condition  and  Mr. 
Brigham  says  they  will  be  taken  out  this  winter. 


Ur.  Terrell  said  to  me  that  he  had  grown  up  in  the  lumber 


business  in  Wisconsin,  yet  he  showed  ignorance  in  a  surprising  way, 
to  me,  by  miscalling  the  kinds  of  timber  several  different  times.  He 
would  call  hemlock  white  pine,  and  he  did  this  on  several  occasions. 


I  have  gone  over  this  matter  at  considerable  length,  to 


give  you  as  nearly  as  possible  the  character  of  the  claims  and  charges 
made  by  Mr.  Terrell,  and  the  disposition  of  this  man  to  magnify  his 
charges.  I  could  give  other  instances  but  think  these  sufficient. 
After  carefully  going  over  the  situation,  I  will  say  that  I  have 
never  seen  or  known  a  job  run  by  anyone,  where  there  was  as  little 
loss  in  timber  as  on  this  one,  and  especially  is  this  true  of  the  last 
two  years’  cutting.  While  th*re  are  some  logs  and  timber  left  on  the 
old  cutting,  in  my  judgment,  the  per  cent  is  much  smaller  than  is 
common  where  I  have  worked. 


Yours  very  truly, 


/ 


LPH-L 


Superintendent. 
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UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
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ASH 


Dec.  4th, 1913 


SHINGLES 

LATH 


Hon..  Edw.  is. Ayer, 

Chicago, Ill. 
Dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 


For  your  information,  last 


Mitchell  Askenaniew  came  to  my  house  and  desired  an  interview 
which  I  gave.  His  story  was  about  as  follows.  He  and  Mr. 

Tyrell  had  a  quarrell.  It  seems  Oahkenaniew  who  is  head  and 
front  of  stirring  up  present  trouble  spoke  disparagingly  of  Mr. 
Tyrell* s  ability  on  the  showing  he  made.  Tyrell  accused  him  of 
working  against  him  and  of  commencing  to  stir  up  felling  against 
his  securing  a  contract  with  the  tribe.  Hot  owrds  passed.  A 
Division  ensued  between  the  Indians  with  much  feeling  for  and 
against.  Ini  course  of  his  remarks  Oshkenaniew  said  that  Louis 
Lafrombois  had  mortgaged  his  house  in  Marinette  fo"r  $200.00  which 
money  was  sent  to  a  Mr.  Ballinger,  an  attorney  in  Washington  to 
secure  his  interest  in  having  an  investigation  made.  He  intimated 
that  in  mean  time  efforts  were  to  be  made  here  to  create  feeling 
and  get  up  any  evidence  they  could.  Mr.  Ballinger  is  connected 
with  Mr.  Tyrell. 


Last  night  and  for  several  nights  meetings  were  held  to 


take  up  a  collection  to  pay  Mr.  Tyreell, about  $150.00  was 
collected  and  Oshkenaniew  says  paid  to  this  man. 


says  also  that  Tyrell  was  trying  to  get  a  contract 


with  tribe  4000  -  yearly 


successful.  I 
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told  Oshkenaniew  plainly  that  he  carne  to  me  too  late,  that  I  had  ^ 
known  for  some  time  the  interests  that  lay  behind  the  attacks  and 
the  purpose  desired.  That  I  was  not  interested  in  his  statement  if  he 
had  any  to  make,  and  was  undergoing  any  change  of  heart,  he  could 
write  to  you  and  I  gave  him  your  address.  "  Where  rogues  fall  out 
just  men  get  their  dues."  I  could  have  showed  you  wherein  every  man 
connected  with  these  complaints,  have  been  caught  by  me  in  crooked 
transactions  and  been  disciplined.  Yes  ev-e-ey  job!  put  up  by  them  m 
hope  that  employees  here  would  fall.  That  isntto.e  hopes  of  these 
kind,  that  they  can  get  rid  of  any  one  who  will  not  work  their  way.  If 
I  were  to  start  at  the  head  of  the  list,  I  could  go  down  the  line,  and 
find  each  one  an  utterly  unprincipled  character,  who  has  been  caught 
redhanded  and  the  evidence  in  the  office. 

Pardon  me  for  bothering  you,  but  I  thought  you  might  like 
to  know  of  this  development. 

Sincerely  yours, 

ASN-TMF. 

P.S.  An  example  of  the  pity  of  this  whole  thing  anc^how  it  rebounds 
against  the  interest  of  the  Indian  in  actual  money  loss,  wages  and 
all  considered. 

Sir.  Lafrorabois  who  paid  the  above  mentioned  money  has 
just  been  to  the  office  and  asked  to  have  no  deduction  for  house  pay¬ 
ment,  supplies  ,  etc.  taken  from  his  wages  this  month  as  he  says 
child  is  very  ill  and  he  wants  to  use  money  to  consult  specialist 
outside.  He  had  but  very  little  wages  comings  due  to  fact  that  he 
was  not  working  but  spending  his  time^^rtlnning  around. 
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Such  situations  as  this  are  always  the  case,  the  poor  Indian 
is  induced  to  part  with  his  mofley  on  any  pretext,  then  when  the 
emergency  arrives,  he  has  nothing. 


Sincerely 
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Chicago.  December  6,  1913 


Mr.  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 


Dear  Sir: 


I  have  your  confidential  letter  of 
December  3d,  and  contents  noted.  I  thank  you 
very  much  for  your  confidence  and  for  the  news 
you  have  given  me. 

I  am  surprised  at  what  you  tell  me, 
from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Tirrell  told  me  explicitly 
that  he  had  never  received  one  dollar  from  an 
Indian  or  anybody  else  for  any  work  he  had  done 
for  the  Indians.  And  he  certainly  has  no  right 
to  tell  the  Indians  that  he  had  convinced  me  that 
he  was  right.  He  never  convinced  me  of  anything 
in  connection  with  his  affairs  at  the  Reservation 
only  that  he  was  trying  to  stir  up  trouble  and  had 
very  little  practical  knowledge  of  the  business 
connected  with  logging  and  manufacturing  lumber. 

It  was  an  absolute  misstatement  to  say  he  had 
convinced  me:  how  could  I  agree  with  him,  since 
I  never  had  been  with  him  in  the  woods  at  all? 

I  received  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  before  I  went  to 
Neopit,  inclosing  some  of  the  charges  that  Mr. 
Tirrell  was  making  against  the  operations  there , 
and  the  Indian  Commissioner  only  said  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  me  to  give 
Mr.  Tirrell  an  intervievr.  Simply  giving  him 
an  interview  would  have  carried  out  the  wishes 
of  the  Indian  Commissioner,  as  stated  in  his 
letter  to  me.  Now  you  all  know  what  I  really  did 
do;  I  had  him  with  us  in  the  yard,  sent  him  and 
his  force  out  into  the  woods  to  give  him  every 
opportunity  to  make  what  effect  he  could,  and 
treated  him  with  a  good  dial  more  consideration 
than  he  was  entitled  to,  riot  being  the  attorney, 
fas  he  claimed  he  was  not,  but  hoped  to  bo)  of 
the  Menominee  Indians. 


Mr.  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew  -2- 


12-6-1913. 


I  told  all  of  you  the  recommendations 
I  was  going  to  make  to  the  government  in  regard  to 
the  future  care  of  the  Indians  on  your  reservation. 

First,  I  am  going  to  recommend  that 
the  North-Western  Railroad  "be  permitted  to  build 
Into  the  mill,  which  ought  to  reduce  your  freight  rates 
on  your  lumber. 


I  am  also  going  to  recommend: that 
all  the  land  in  the  reservation  be  surveyed  and 
mapped  out  by  townships,  the  timber  land  estimated, 
farming  land,  pasture  land,  etc; 

That  farms  be  allotted  to  Indians 
wishing  to  become  farms  the  grant  of  the  government 
to  be  so  framed  as  to  preclude  alienation  within 
a  period  of  50  years  from  the  date  of  grant ;  the 
land  not  to  be  subject  to  lien  or  incumbrance  of 
any  kind. 


That  four  or  six  of  the  brightest 
young  men  on  the  reservation  be  sent  to  Wisconsin 
State  College  of  Agriculture,  at  Madison,  to  take 
a  full  course  in  Forestry  and  Scientific  Farming. 

That  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  be 
put  on  the  reservation  for  tribal  use,  to  eat  up 
the  pasture  now  going  to  waste. 

That  each  Indian  of  the  tribe  be 
allowed  $500.00  out  of  their  tribal  funds. 

In  addition  to  that,  each  member 
who  desires  to  go  to  farming,  who  is  the  head  of 
a  family,  shall  have  $500.00  more,  to  be  charged 
to  his  account  in  the  balance  of  the  fund  left 
in  Washington. 


That  a  new  system  of  selling  be 
devised,  so  as  to  get  better  prices,  not  having 
to  sell  at  wholesale  to  lumber  concerns,  and  try 
to  get  better  prices  from  the  retailers. 


Mr.  M.  Ochkenanie.w 
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That  matters  presented  to  the 
Government  by  the  Indians  he  accorded  prompt 
attention. 


That  slips  he  given  to  each 
Indian  showing  the  profits  of  the  mill, 
annually,  hy  the  Agent. 

That  a  travelling  library  he 
established  at  Neopit. 


You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to 
show  this  letter  to  anybody  you  chose. 

I  want,  of  course,  to  make 
your  letter  to  me  a  part  of  my  report. 


Yours  very  truly 


5— 1110 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON 


December  4,  1913, 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Herewith  find  copy  of  a  letter 
which  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  The 
letter  has  just  reached  me  and  I  am  sending 
same  to  you  at  my  first  opportunity,  that 
you  may  have  the  bene 


Commissioner 


Hon.  E.  E.  Ayer, 

Care  Menominee  Mills 


(Copy) 

Law  Office  of 
D.  F.  TYRRELL 

Gillettt,  Wis., 
li/34/13 

Webster  Ballinger, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Ballinger: 

Have  just  returned  from  Shawano  where  I  met 
a  number  of  Menominee  Indians.  They  inform  me  that  for  some 
time  now  the  officials  have  been  cleaning  up  around  the  mill 
yard  and  in  the  woods. 

In  the  yard  they  have  been  cleaning  up  and 
piling  all  pieces  of  lumber  that  they  had  allowed  to  be 
scattered  around  and  have  covered  up  other  lumber  with  refuse 
and  ground  up  wood  from  the  "hog"  in  order  to  get  it  out  of 
sight. 

In  the  woods  they  have  commenced  to  dray  in 
the  logs  that  they  had  left  to  spoil  and  to  deck  up  other 3ogs 
that  they  cannot  dray  in  now. 

In  other  words  they  are  "slicking  up"  for  some 
reason  and  to  my  mind  it  looks  as  though  it  was  in  contemplation 
of  a  "visitor". 

The  Indians  tell  me  that  this  cleaning  up  had 
never  been  done  before,  so  it  looks  as  though  something  has 

been  "tipped  off"  to  the  officials  here.  This  is  an  additional 
reason  why  I  shouHu  be  allowSd  to -point  out  these  things. 


Page  Two 


This  information  should  he  brought  to  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Sells  at  once  so  that  he  will  know  just  what 
the  conditions  are  here,  I  am  writing  this  at  11.00  p.  m,  at 
night  so  that  it  will  go  on  early  morning  train  and  reach  you 
as  early  as  possible.  One  Indian  informed  me  that,  he  had  been 
discharged  because  he  had  objected  to  their  covering  up  a 
large  number  of  pieces  of  two  inch  hemlock  plank. 

Be  sure  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention 
of  Commies loner  Sells  without  delay. 

Yours  in  haste, 

(SIGNED)  D.F. TYRRELL. 


% 


COPY 


The  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin, 
Madison 


/? /3 

December  5th,  1914*. 


Edward  E.  Ay©r,  Esq., 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Sir: — 

In  response  to  yours  of  the  3rd  inst.  Hon.  M.  S.  Dudgeon, 
Secretary  of  the  Free  Library  Commission,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  is  the 
proper  person  to  whom  to  write  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  travel¬ 
ling  library  at  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wis. 

I  will  forward  your  letter  to  him,  but  you  had  best  write  to  him 
direct. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Annie  A.  Nunns, 

Secretary  to  Superintendent. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Dear  Sir: 

Would  it  be  safe  to  try  to  saw  a  log 
12  or  14  feet  long,  which  had  a  hole  clear  through 
it  big  enough  so  an  ordinary  sized  man  could 
crawl  through  it ,  and  a  shell  from  3  to  4  inches  a- 
round  it?  Would  the  hole  in  this  log  make  it 
dangerous  to  saw? 

Yours  very  truly, 

Edward  E.  Ayer. 

Dec.  5,  1913. 

For 

Mr.  T.  J.  Turney. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE, 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS, 
NEOPIT,  WIS. 


yo 


' 


i 


Dear  Sir: 

Would  it  bo  eafo  to  try  to  saw  a  log 
12  or  14  foot  long,  which  had  a  hole  oloar  through 
It  big  onougfc  so  an  ordinary  Fixed  nan  could 
crawl  through  it,  and  a  shell  fron  3  to  4  inches  a 
ro\md  it?  Would  the  hole  in  thlfi  log  at&o  it 
dangerous  to  saw? 


Yours  very  truly 


Seward  K.  Ayer. 


Dec.  5,  1913. 

For 

Mr.  T.  J.  Turney, 
Mr.  3d.  laporte 
Mr.  Theo.  Laporte. 


' ) 


Neopit,  Wis.  Deo.  1913. 

D.  F.  Tyreli. 

Sir: 

I  find  in  the  interview  with  Mr.  Ayer  on  Dec.  1,  1913 
are  not  as  I  worded  the  facts  to  him.  I  suppose  it  is  due  to 
the  fact  he  had  so  much  to  do  in  such  a  short  space  of  time,  he 
also  failed  to  take  anything  that  might  be  damaging  to  Mr.  Nichol¬ 
son.  I  do  not  understand  how  this  can  be,  as  Mr.  Ayer  assured  me 
he  was  my  friend.  I  am  not  saying  he  is  not  my  friend,  but  he  is 
not  a  lover  of  fair  play.  I  did  not  tell  Mr,  Ayer  that  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  LaFollette  and  told  him  I  was  a  scientific  fireman.  I  told 
Mr.  Ayer  himself  that  I  had  done  scientific  fireing,  that  is  the 
way  us  firemen  term  it  when  we  test  coal.  He  failed  to  state  that 
I  showed  him  recommendations  from  very  reliable  people  to  show  that 
I  had  been  a  lumberman  for  over  twenty  years,  also  a  letter  to  show 
I  was  chief  fireman  for  the  Menominee  River  Sugar  Co.  at  one  time. 
Now  the  Menominee  Sugar  beet  factory  is  one  of  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  world.  He  also  failed  to  say  anything  in  regards  to 
Mr.  Nicholson's  report  against  me.  It  showed  Mr.  Ayer  very  plain 
that  Mr.  Nicholson's  report  was  a  pure  fabrication  manufactured  to 
suit  his  own  purpose.  I  also  tola  Mr.  Ayer  I  did  not  quit  the 
sugar  factory  because  they  did  not  make  me  chief  engineer  for  the 
simple  reason  the  Menominee  River  sugar  factory  is  not  owned  by 
the  Menominee  Indians,  they  were  not  obliged  to  make  me  an  engineer, 
but  this  plant  here  at  Neopit  was  built  here  to  deucate  us  but  the 
opportunities  to  learn  are  denied  us  I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Ayer  I  was 
going  break  up  my  home,  but  I  told  him  this,  if  Mr.  Nicholson  stays 
here,  a  lot  of  us  Indians  will  have  to  leave  the  reservation.  My 
wife  likes  it  very  well  here  and  that  he  Mr.  Nicholson  might  be  the 
cause  of  breaking  up  one  happy  home  I  said  Mr.  Ayer  do  you  know  that 
Dr.  Dixon  made  a  statement  at  Green  Bay  Wis.  to  the  fact  that  he 
found  the  indians  actually  starving  on  some  of  the  reservations.  Mr. 
Ayer  said  he  did  not  read  the  statement  well  I  said  such  conditions 
exist  right  on  this  reservation,  that  a  lot  of  indians  might  die 
of  starvation  if  Mr.  Nicholson  stayed  any  longer.  Now  we  will  come 
to  the  engineering  question.  Mr.  Ayer  told  me  a  man  had  to  be  a 
Machinist  before  he  could  become  an  engineer  I  told  him  I  was  no 
Mechanic  but  this  plant  being  built  here  for  the  indians  I  thought 
they  ought  to  overlook  a  few  things  and  give  me  a  chance,  as  we  had 
a  very  good  Mechanic  here  in  the  shop  who  could  help  me.  I  then 
told  him  of  my  family  how  I  loved  my  little  ones  just  as  he  did  his, 
that  if  I  got  a  position  that  paid  fair  wages  I  could  take  better 
care  of  my  little  ones,  that  I  was  getting  along  in  years  and  felt 
that  I  was  entitled  to  it. 

Question  -  Mr.  Ayer  I  have  showed  you  I  am  a  lumberman  have  been 

one  for  over  twenty  years. 

Answer  -  You  have  showed  me  you  are  a  first  lumberman  also  a 
first  class  fireman. 


I've  showed  you  I  have  been  a  lumberman  for  twenty 
years.  Now  there  is  men  who  will  come  here  who  are  not  able  to 
show  and  can  not  show  today  where  they  had  been  lumbermen  for 
twenty  minutes  before  coming  here  yet  these  men  will  tell  me  I 
do  not  know  what  I  am  talking  about. 

No v/  when  those  logging  cars  were  first  brought  here, 

I  helped  to  put  them  together,  it  did  not  require  skilled  labor, 
there  was  two  of  us  engaged  in  the  work,  the  only  difference 
between  us  was  this,  I  was  a  better  man  than  he  was  meaning  the 
man  I  was  working  with,  he  got  two  dollar  per  day  while  I  got 
$1.50  per  day  doing  the  same  work. 

Mr.  Ayer  did  not  like  this  kind  of  treatment  and  he 
asked  if  this  was  done  under  the  present  administration  I  told  him 
it  was  under  Mr.  Nicholson's  administration, this  was  omitted.  Now 
about  the  lumber  yard  I  told  him  I  was  sure  the  yard  never  was 
cleaned  till  this  fall  and  told  him  I  could  swear  to  that  and  I 
told  I  could  get  other  men  here  who  would  also  swear  to  the  same 
thing  Mr.  Ayer  said  I  will  take  your  word  for  it. 

This  is  what  took  place  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

I  will  say  further  that  the  men  who  are  employed  here 
as  engineers  are  not  Machinists  by  any  means.  I  know  myself  that 
this  man  Bently  who  is  running  the  big  engine  here  in  the  mill,  was 
carrying  wrenches  for  a  steam  fitter  when  this  mill  was  built.  Now 
if  I  was  an  engineer  I  do  not  think  I  would  be  around  helping  a 
steam  fitter  for  a  couple  dollars  per  day  when  I  could  be  running 
an  engine  some  where  for  twice  as  much  money  than  what  he  was  get¬ 
ting  but  you  see  if  an  Indian  asks  for  such  jobs  he  has  to  be  a 
very  competent  man  or  he  dont  get  the  job. 

Now  concerning  the  woods  work  here  is  where  we  are  the 
heavy  losers.  I  am  one  man  that  would  not  be  a  camp  foreman  under 
the  present  administration  because  those  people  does  not  know  how 
to  log,  there  method  of  logging  is  very  expansive.  I  believe  I 
could  go  up  here  to  camp  No.  18  and  save  this  tribe  of  indians 
anywhere  from  one  to  five  thousand  dollars,  just  in  this  winter's 
work.  I  am  not  talking  for  a  job  as  logging  superintendent  but  I 
say  if  I  was  logging  supt .  I  could  do  that  and  do  it  easy. 

Now  there  is  a  man  here  who  was  riding  carriage  here  in 
the  mill  he  is  a  frenchman.  Now  the  sawyer  is  a  frenchman  also, 
this  carriage  rider  buys  this  sawyer  a  five  dollar  hat  to  let  him 
set  for  him  what  is  the  result,  he  gets  the  job  not  because  he  is 
capable  but  because  he  buys  this  five  dollar  hat. 

This  is  just  to  show  how  much  chance  an  indian  has  here. 

(Signed)  Louis  D.  LaFrombois. 

I  told  Mr.  Ayer  I  was  a  voter  and  had  been  for  22  yrs  and 
not  21  yrs  as  he  has  it.  this  was  to  show  we  are  not  all  ignorant 
savages  as  we  are  sometimes  painted. 
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You  are  the  Manager  and  Agent  of  the  Menominee  Indian 
Reservation,  are  you  not? 


1.  Answer. 

I  am  superintendent  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation  m 
general  charge  of  Indians,  Schools  and  the  Neopit  Lumber  Operation. 
Subject  to  the  instructions  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.C. 

2.  i  find  a  good  deal  of  complaint  about  your  management  here, 
by  a  portion  of  your  charge,  In  a  general  way  please  tell  me  why  these 
men  that  are  dissatisfied  are  not  at  work. 


2.  Answer. 

The  complaint  on  part  of  certain  Indians  against  my 
management  is  not  a  fair  one.  The  sentiment  shown  is  purely  manufactured 
o j-tg ^  based  on  no  reasonable  shadow  of  substance.  It  is  purely  the 
effort  of  the  dissatisfied  and  those  whom  I  have  been  compelled  to 
discipline  in  my  capacity  as  administrator  of  law  and  regulation  and 
teacher,  a  It  is  simply  the  effort  of  the  few  unprincipled  factiou, 
leaders./  -Seizing  upon  e\;ery  pretext, twisting  every  thing  that  will 
suit  then.r  purpose,  manufacturing  false  evidense,  preaching  waste  of 
Indian  money  not  borne  out  by  the  record.  Distorting  every  conceivable 
kind  of  thing  to  gain  their  ends  in  oMder  to  influence  and  poison  the 
minds  of  their  simpler,  fellow  Indian.  It  is  openly  charged  I  spend 
the  Indian  money  as  I  see  fit,  while  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  cannot 
spend  one  cent^with.out  previous  authority  of  the  office  for  which 
purpose  and  strong  justification  must  be  shown  and  account  by  sworn 
voucher  in  turn  for  every  cent  for  which  I  am  bonded  to  the  Government 
for  $100,000.00. 

To  understand  better,  the  Indians  are  told  on  failure  or 
delay  in  paymnet  of  annuity  that  their  money  is  all  gone  ,  that  I 
spent  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact  their  interest  money  amounts  to  about 
$80,000.-  yearly  which  under  the  law  the  secretary  of  the  Interior 
alone  is  authorized  to  expend  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Indian.  The 
expenses  of  Agency  and  Government  schools  is  about  $50,000.00  per  annum. 
This  includes,  salaries,  supplies,  rations,  and  clothing,  support  of 
hospital  and  employees.  Road  improvement  and  such,  general  expenses 
such  as  repairs,  etc.  The  Indian  gets  considerable  part  of  this  in 
shape  of  wages.  There  is  $18000.00  expended  on  contract  Mission  school 
to  educate  150  children  of  the  tribe  owing  to  lack  of  school 
facilities.  The  Secretay  is  authorized  if  he  sees  fit  to  distribute  the 
balance  in  shape  of  annuity.  They  received  such  only  for  past  6  years 
out  of  accummulated  interest  at  rate  of  $30.00  per  head  man,  wonsinn  and 
children.  The  tribe  £mrfet  logged  in  1880.  It  took  them  30  years  to 
roll  up  the  sum  of  little  over  two  million  dollars.  One  million 
dollars  is  invested  in  this  town  and  plant  as  a  combined  Educational 
and  business  proposition.  When  I  came  here  the  Tribe  had  in  the 
Menominee  Log  Fund  June  30,1910  ,  $1,296,558.82.  I  took  hold  Oct.  1st, 
1910  taking  place  of  former  manager.  Each  year  since  has  seen  progress 
The  first  year  was  a  stupendous  task  on  part  of  every  one  to  shut 
out  loss.  Remember  I  had  to  sell  a  product  manufactured  before  I 
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I  took  hold,, costing  more  than  it  would  bring  in  market.  Not  with¬ 
stand  ing/thi  s  the  figures  of  3the  hooks  of  the  Treasury  Dept., 

Washington, D.c.  show  this  fund  to  have  on  date  of  June  30,1913  © 
reached  737, 550.67  a  net  result  benefiting  the  tribe  of 
$440, 991. 85,  at  this  rate  their  original  fund  will  be  duplicated  under 
ten  years.  Copies  of  the  official  letter  showing  these  figures  7/ere 
placed  in  hands  of  the  tribe  and  the  perfectly  unscrupulous  persons 
interested  immediately  preached  to  the  Indians  that  figures  were 
not  truef  that  books  were  doctored,  etc.  Every  appeal  to  passion, 
prejudice  argument  is  used  in  secret  to  acquire  following.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  whites  have  all  the  good  jobs  and  Indians  all  the 
poorer  ones.  They  are  told  they  are  competent  to  perform  the  work, 
etc.  In,  addition  to  this  certain  powerfull  interests  outside  who 
have  always  been  opposed  to  this  plant  add  fuel  to  the  flame  by 
misrepresentation  to  the  Indians,  having  I  am  almost  certain,  certain 
Indians  here  in  their  employ.  Again  there  is  the  liquor  and 
Traders  interests  whom  I  have  to  combat,  punish  in  first  instance  and 
discountenance  Indians  going  into  debt  in  second  case.  Theypreach 
against  the  agent  in  charge,  saying  he  is  the  one  responsible  for 
lack  of  money  to  spend.  How  powerful  the  Indians  takes  this  can  be 
easily  seen  when  he  goes  in  store  to  get  a  line  of  credit.  The 
records  of  the  men  interested  are  and  have  been  records  long  before  I 
took  charge.  In  fact  to  curb  them  was  one  of  the  reasons  I  was  sent  otit 
here.  Without  going  back  let  me  give  you  a  short  record  of  a  number 
who  talked  with  you.  Records  in  black  and  white  of  this  office. 

THOMAS  PRICKETT.  ^ Part  blood.  Indian  blood -very  little.  Member  of 
/  tribe  since  £$4=0  1911.  No  visible  means  of  support  yet  dresses 

fairly  well.  Travels  to  and  from  town.  Spends  R.*.  fare,  pays  hotel 
bills  and  gambles.  Was  on  our  Pay  roll  prior  to  June  1911  in 
capacity  of  Warehouse  helper.  Has  not  worked  since.  This  was  right 
after  he  became  member  of  tribe.  Was  insurance  agent  and  collected- 
defaulted  in  making  payments  to  company  as  per  their  letter  on  file  and 
records  showing  payment  by  Indians  to  him  and  failure  to  remit  the 
company  causing  cancellation  and  consequent  loss  to  the  Indian. 

Record  of  Indian  court  shows,  borrowed  money  from  Indian 
women,  promising  repayment  and  failed  to  so  do.  Record  of  Indian 
Tribal  councils  shows  attempt  at  assaults  on  Indian  women.  Eather  of 
children  not  through  marriage.  Refused  to  live  up  to  promise  of 
marriage.  Has  never  applied  f ornmsrrk  since  although  opportunity  always 
open. 


JFRANK  S.  GAUTHIER.  Employed  as  Trespass  Agent  $900.00  per  annum  in 
"  1910  performed  no  work.  Removed.  Employed  as  clerk  Keshena  Indian 
Agency.  $720.00  per  year,  stole  liquor  from  vault  placed  there  as 
evidences  in  liquor  cases.  Drunk  many  times.  Warned  took  pledge- 
violated  it  immediately.  Guilty  of  secretly  formulating  charges-  false- 
against  employees  whogi  he  dasliked  because  of  having  tohreport  him 
Dismissed  Employed  as  W.H.  clerk.  Duties,  billing  supplies  and 
shipping-  Careless  -  made  many  mistakes,  which  might  have  proved 
costly  -  resigned. 

Indicted  by  U.S.  grand  Jury  for ^Ohoduct ion  of  liquor  on  the 
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Reserve  and  only  tfest  summer  trying  to  induce  his  own  son  and  another 
hoy  just  home  from  school/  to  drink  intoxicating  liquors.  Guilty  of 
suppling  liquor  to  fcther/Indians  for  past  years-not  workilfo'-  No 
visible  means  of  support.  Dresses  well  always  has  money.  Travels  much 
to  outside  towns-  paying  R.R.  fare,  hotel  hills;  even  trips  to 
Washington,  Milwaukee,  Ashland  and  other  places. 

MITCHELL  OSHKENANIEW.  Tribal  resolution  in  record  prohibiting  him  from 
ever  representing  the  tribe  in  any  capacity  due  to  past  misdeeds. 

Employed  as  a  check  time  keeper  on  late  men  and  those  going  out  before 
time  at  Mill.  Found  not  bo  be  on  post.  Many  mistakes  made  in  time 
book  of  which  he  had  control.  Guilty  of  making  charges  against  employees 
from  manufactured  evidence.  Known  to  be  false.  Does  not  pay  debts.  Left 
employ  of  mills  of  own  accord,  in  Feb.  1912.  Has  not  worked  since. 

.Lives  and  dresses  well.  Takes  trips  apparently  has  money.  No  visible 
means  of  support.  Know  to  be  addicted  to  us  of  liquor.  In  beastly 
condition  while  on  a  trip  to  Washington.  Has  drank  liquor  since  here 
on  the  Reserve  with  other  Indians.  Perfectly  unscrupulous.  Secretly 
stirring  up  race  prejudice  at  all  times.  Has  not  applied  for  work 
since  until  last  month  after  a  talk  with  me  in  reference  to  Indian 
office  letter  to  discipline  him  on  account  of  failure  to  live  up  to 
contract . 


y  CHARLES  CHICKENNY.  Employed  as  Forest  guard.  $720.  yearly.  Dismissed 
A  after  many  overlookings  on  account  drunkenness.  Have  letter  in  my 
file  complimenting  me  in  treatment  of  him.  Employed  now  in  yard  as 
sub-foreman  shipping-careless  in  work.  Has  to  be  continually  watched, 

SIMOEN  BEAUPREY  Employed  $720.  yearly.  Dismissed  account  habitual 
drunkenness.  Supplying  liquor  to  Indians.  Guilty  of  failure  to  perform 
Y  duty  assigned.  In  case  where  he  was  to  actually  scale  timber  being 
\  shipped,  he  copied  from  books  of  purchasers.  Then  spreading  story  of 
shortage  in  scale  charging  collision  of  operation  officials.  Has  not 
worked  for  some  months.  Evidently  has  plentlv  spending  money  as  he 
goes  about  same  as  others. 

/SAM  LAFROMBOIS  Wprks  along  fairly  well  when  he  finds  congenial 
v  employment.  This  is  usually  when  gasoline  loaders  are  working.  No 
sense  of  responsibility.  Was  in  charge  of  loader  only  short  time  ago. 
Same  was  being  moved.  He  forgot  to  have  the  guy  line  removed,  result  one 
man  killed  instantly-  three  other  lives  endangered. 


JOE  LONGLEY  Rarely  on  our  pay  rolls.  Plenty  of  work  for  him.  Lives 

well.  No  visible  means  of  support.  Guilty  of  drunkenness  and  introduction 
of  liquor  on  the  Reserve.  Took  a  bark  contract  job  a  short  time  ago. 

ark  in  woods  foujid  to  be  so  piled  as  to  have  hollow  spaces  inside 
as  he  was  paid  by  cord  evident  intention  to  beat  the  scaler  which  was 
done.  Walks  around  critiaing  everything  but  producer  of  nothing  him¬ 
self.  Had  a  job  on  tie  making.  Utterly  failed  to  live  up  to 
specifications.  Had  to  cancel  contract  -  lost  money. 

o  ^OSE  TUCKER.  Farmer  at  Keshena.  Takes  jobs  here  in  winter.  Has 

N  logged.  Loaded  out  bark  on  fcontrac^^*««'fJever  yet  has  he  come  out  even. 


Exercises/no  executitte' ability  over  work.  Lets  supplies  go  out  of  camp 
without  /charge  to  his  men.  Struggles  in  a  way  but  likes  the  easy  route 
iSomewhea  inclined  to  follow  prevailing  sentiment  rather  than  lead. 
Inclined  to  get  into  debt  in  spite  of  supervision*  Does  not  like  to  be 
cautioned.  May  be  considered  as  trying  to  better  himself. 


PAUL  TEBEAU.  Mixed  blood.  New  member  of  tribe.  Has  been  foreman 
v  of  Timber  makers.  Supposed  to  scale  and  keep  time.  Failed  utterly. 
Found  him  taking  record  as  furnished  by  the  purchasers  of  timbers. 
Employed  as  foreman  of  Brush  Bmrning  cres.  Careless.  Let  fire  get 
away  from  him,  then  tried  to  cover  up  by  spreading  story  operation 
deliberately  set  fire  to  pile  logs.  Nearly  a  costly  venture  for  us. 

Had  x  contract  to  complete  cut  of  old  camp  12  taking  small  bodies 

timber  left  there  failed  to  complete  $ob.  Claims  could  not  secure 
labor.  Yet  aspires  to  foremanship.  Indians  will  not  work  for  him. 
Responsible  for  story  of  waste  at  old  camp  12  site.  When  as  a  matter  of 

fact  he  left  himself  the  stuff  he  was  to  take  in  as  per  contract. 

Critic  in  every  thing.  Tried  and  found  wanting  in  every  test  given. 


•TOM  LA  BELL  Farmer  .  Hotel  keeper,  jobber.  Addicted  to  use  of  liquor 
gambles ,  aspires  to  be  a  leader.  A  part  blood.  Failure  as  logging  con¬ 
tractor,  Does  not  work  except  at  times.  Uneducated,  talks  much.  Took 
logging  job  last  winter,  had  to  be  carefully  watched  on  supply  bill  or 
would  run  behind,  careless  as  to  detail.  His  excesses  of  past  unfit  him 
for  hard  work.  No  morals. 


ADOLPH  AMOUR  Pond  foreman.  Works  fairly  well.  Aspires  to  better  job. 
Uneducated.  Careless  on  details  and  property  in  charge.  Addicted  to  use 
of  liquor.  Wastes  his  earnings.  Jobber.  Never  made  good,  ran  far  be¬ 
hind,  possesses  no  executive  ability,  cannot  handle  men,  no  sense 
of  responsibility.  Did  not  think  it  anything  out  of  way  that  he  caused 
a  loss  of  several  hundred  dollars,  but  if  saw  white  man,  absent  from  post 
5  minutes,  would  point  it  out  as  stealing  time.  Has  been  often  away  from 
his  post  minutes  and  hours,  thinks  it  all  right  to  put  in  time  and  draw 


h 


GEORGE  MCCALL.  Now  camp  foreman.  A  logger  in  a  way  if  continually 
supervised.  Cost  of  his  camp  greatest  on  the  works.  No  business  head. 
Have  to  continually  $-F'ive  him.  p0r  instance  was  formerly  foreman  our 
<^amp  5.  Cost  of  feedirig  teams  showed  very  excessitte<  Investigation 
showed  men  going  to  towm,  liquoring  up  and  returning  with  a  team  and 
driver.  Paid  by  bag  of  oats  or  bale  of  hay  out  of  barn.,  That  was 
reason  of  high  cost.  He  neither  reported  liquor  trespass  nor  could 
he  account  for  high  costs  although  something  was  wrong.  Could  see  no 
wrong  in  entertaining  friends  or  visiting  teams  at  expense  of  operation, 
watched  °Ut  and  ^  n°W  trying  hiir?  a£ain  althoug  he  has  to  be  continually 


^ FRANK  KE3HENA.  Had  been  assistant  time  clerk.  Made  mistakes.  Used 

[liquor  considerably .  Liked  to  go  to  t o’^<Frequently .  Dismissed  for 
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inattention  to  duties.  Given  a  chance  again  as  Camp  property  clerk. 
Duty  to  check  up/wanagan  account.  Knew  a  clerk  was  shor£, did  not 
report  because  w4s  an  Indian.  Property  clerk  another  Indian  reported 
he  was  of  no  use  at  all  let  him  out.  Gave  him  another  chance,  as 
clerk  and  scaler  on  jobbers-  because  Indian  jobbers  he  evidently 
allowed  more  than  full  scale  in  instances.  Scaled  twice,  in  bark 
jobs  when  bark  shipped  outactual  measure  much  less  than  his  scale 
turned  in.  In  count  and  inspection  of  posts  careless.  Jobbers 
would  have  been  over  paid  only  that  a  double  check  found  his  short 
comings.  Likes  easy  job  and  good  pay.  When  errors  found  by  him  not 
reported  to  office  but  told  Indians  making  a  story  plausible  as  if 
fraud  was  intended. 


CHARLES  DUQ.UA INE  Part  blood.  Indian  very  little.  Camp  clerk.  In 
y  town  every  evening  until  late  at  night.  Gambled.  Caught  stealing 
^  money  and  property  of  operation.  So  far  has  not  made  good-  Utterly 
immoral.  Make  no  effort  at  going  to  work  since  dismissed . from 
former  job.  Careless  on  work.  Scale  not  to  be  depended  on. 

CHARLES  FRECHETTE.  Mixed  Blood.  New  member  of  tribe.  Has  been  camp 
foreman.  Cost  'was  highest  of  operation.  Aspires  to  Superintendency 
^althougfcb  Not  fitted,  no  business  ability.  Critic  of  superiors, 
not  always  following  instructions.  Follower  of  Frank  Gauthier, 
instoiament  in  his  hands  in  spreading  talk  and  creating  dissension. 

Works  fairly  well  that  is  steadily  nowr  foreman  of  Pond  crew.  Cost  of 
this  work  some  cents  per  H  higher  that  it  should  be.  Has  not  the 
knack  of  getting  work  out  of  meni . 

PETER  LAMOTTE.  Chief  of  Police.  Inclined  to  exercise  authority 

at  inopportune  times  saying  he  was  so  ordered.  Again  fails  to  call 
my  attention  to  cases  where  in  friends  of  his  are  concerned.  Has  been 
logging  jobber  failed.  Likes  to  mingle  in  town  gossip  too  much.  Not 
independent  inclined  to  follow  rather  than  lead.  Likes  to  liquor  up 
No  sense  of  responsibility-  fails  to  set  example  to  his  Indians 
brothers.  One  of  those  who  preach  tribe  money  is  being  wasted  be¬ 
cause  the  interest  money  is  not  handed  over  to them.  Gambles.  Will 
not  do  real  work.  Prefers  easy  job. 

LOUIS  KAQ.UAT03H.  Works  at  odd  times  -  likes  to  liquor  up.  Wants 
easy  money.  Has  been  given  jobs  tie  making.  Logging,  failed  utterly 
.  in  each.  Runs  into  debt.  Rarely  pays  bills  -  says  he  is  going  to  some 
/Vtime.  Owes  Mills.  Trades  every  one  where  he  can  get  a  cent  credit. 
Plenty  of  work  but  does  not  like  the  steady  grind,  of  real  work. 

Drives  round  considerably. 


REGINALD  OSHKOSH.  Was  employment  agent  900.  performed  no  work. 
Dismissed.  Liked  to  liquor  up.  For  a  long  period  stirred  up  trouble 
yin  order  to  get  easy  job  and  good  pay  when  he  could  have  time  to  look 
after  tribal  interest  as  he  put  it.  Finally  made  up  his  mind  to  go 
t o  work  is  now  foreman  of  small  crew.  Does-  not  think  it  wrong  to 
take  time  off.  Is  progressing  and  all  in  all  is  be  tter  leader 


FOR  India 
chief  of 
has  a  scheme 
Supt .  of  Mil 
the  work. 


an  any  of  others  so  called  leaders.  Is  hereditary 
such  thinks  he  should  he  superintendent.  in  fact 
eby  certain  leaders  should  he  made  Supt.  in  charge  - 
ing  Supt.,  etc.  and  then  white  men  hired  to  do 


LOUIS  LAFRO!!BOIS.  Part  blood.  New  member  of  tribe.  Employed  as 
Pond  man.  Wanted  to  he  fireman  in  mill.  Weights  250  lbs.  When  it 
was  pointed  out  that  fireman  have  to  clean  boilers  and  it  was 
physical  impossibility  for  him  to  do  this  work  he  thought  the  Mill. 
Supt.  might  do  this.  '  Sulky,  complains  he  should  have  better  job. 
Several  chances  given  him.  to  show  capability  but  did  not  like  the 
steady  grind.  Claim  able  to  make  3.00  to  3.50  day  outside  but  stays 
here  at  2.00  day.  Owes  many  bills.  Boor  pay.  Continually  in  mix  up 
in  towns  social  relations.  Says  is  citizens  advises  Indians  to 
resist  decipline.  Only  just  before  your  arrival  here  was  one  of 
party  arrested  coming  from  tcron  drunk  as  a  lord.  He  had  the  money- 
admitted  buying  liquor  but  refused  to  tell  who  supplied  same.  Busy 
always  in  fomenting  trouble.  Not  inclined  to  steady  employment. 
Criticises  but  does  not  realize  the  value  of  applied  industry.  Wastes 
his  earnings.  Responsible  in  part  for  stores  to  Indians,  hooks  of 
Mills  doctored  and  that  funds  are  spent  and  wasted. 


"JOE  LAWE  Does  not  work.  No  visible  means 

Gambling  seemingly  his  only  industry  continually 
Lately  seems  to  take  some  interest  as  member  of 


of  support. 

driving  around. 
Indian  Fair 


Association  . 


These  are  only  a  few  that  I  quote.  I  could  go  on  with 
record  of  sixty  or  more.  In  most  part  misled  and  misinformed  but 
willing  to  believe  in  hopes  of  a  change  whereby  they  would  not  be 
continually  prodded  to  start  straight.  All  would  like  a  good  job  at 
good  pay-  easy  work,  etc.,  but  none  display  intentions  by 
industry  to  earn  promotion.  They  have  no  sense  of  responsibility. 

Do  not  see  wrong  on  their  pact  but  find  it  readily  on  part  of 
others.  I  have  found  Indians  taking  hay  and  feed  from  barns.  They 
did  not  call  it  stealing  on  their  part.  Sort  of  figured  they  had 
a  right  to  it.  I  have  placed  Indians  in  charge  of  property  and  they 
could  see  no  reason  in  having  tonaccount  for  it.  Som?  onettook  it. 

I  have  had  Indian  clerks  deliberately  make  mistakes  for  instance  in 
supplies  charged  white  employee  one  price  for  supplies  and  Indians 
another  and  then  run  around  shouting  discrimination  against  the 
Indian  not  knowing  their  purpose  had  been  discovered  and  proper 
correction  made.  I  have  had  Indians  in  semi-  executive  or 
clerical  capacity  and  when  legitimate  error  found  fail  to  report  sama, 
but  instead  spread  rumor  that  things  are  wrong  md  point  these 
instances  a:  as  example.  Many  and  many  of  incidents  such  as  this  have 
I  investigated  and  corrected  and  of  the  many  investigations  on  part 
of  Inspectors  of  Indian  Service  and  others.  The  tine  has  yet  to 
come  in  which  something  wrong  is  to  be  f  oup,ti .  In  fact  the  position 
of  the  management  here  has  been  strfiMt^^ffifed  in  each  and  every  case. 


Every  Indian  who  wants  work  can  get  it.  Ho  Indian  can  be 
produced  who  can  say  that  he  applied  to  management  here  and  could  not 
get  a  job  and  at  once.  Kmay  not  be  the  ideal  one  he  desires  but  it 
is  one  which  I  think  msasures  up  to  his  capabilities  or  one  in  which 
I  can  test  him  i'or  his  fittness.  Ho  man  is  barred  not  even  those 
dismissed  for  cause.  In  a  case  like  this  I  simply  start  all  over 
with  the  person  on  a  new  line  to  make  something  out  of  him  and  this 
not  once,  but  after  failure  upon  failure.  I  have  not  always,  held  the, 7 
employees  point  of  view  in  mind  but  ever  before  me  is  my/simi-dual 
capacity  of  teacher.  I  do  not  aim  to  say  that  my  management  is 
perfect  or  this  plant  is  an  ideal  business  corporation.  The  law 
makes  this  an  institution  for  industrial  development  of  the  Indian 
and  as  well  business  proposition  in  which  they  are  expected  to 
benefit  financially.  Ho  man  need  suffer  for  work  nor  do  they.  True 
they  may  say  so-  think  they  are  entitled  to  better  job3  higher  pay, 
etc.  which  is  their  cry,  but  it  ij  onfoy  subterfuge..  There  is  waste 
here,  Some  waste  of  energy  some  might  put  it  that  could  be  used  better 
in  other  directions.-  such  i»  business  management.  The  Indian 
knows  nothing  of  efficiency  of  organization .  Here  we  have  a  business 
institution  and  school  combined  at  least  l/3  to  l/2  of  its 
organization  children  and  its  efficiency  crippled  to  that  extent  and 
yet  all  things  considered  its  a  question  if  its  not  a  good  investment. 
Could  you  have  come  here  with  me  three  years  ago  last  June  and  saw 
the  condition  of  management-  organisation-  financial  condition  and 
internal  relations  of  plant  to  town  and  its  home  life  then  I  feel 
your  visit  here  in  1913  would  have  witnessed  a  great  change  for  the 
better.  More  and  many  more  Indians  learning  the  value  of  steady 
employment.  Homes  what  were  hastily  constructed  one  room  shacks,  now 
the  neatly  constructed  modern ^4-5  and  6  room  cottages.  Conditions 
in  home  life  so  completelyCtfu£t«W-that  it  could  not  be  recognized. 

Dusky  in  features  but  white  in  fashions-  living. and  conduct, in  a 
fair  way.  The  throW^bf  Indianc  into  contact ,  socially  and 
industrially  has  worked  a  wonderful  change  but  its  only  in  its  infancy. 
It  c o s 1 3  something  it  may  be  said  but  is  it  not  money  well  spent.  I 
doubt  it  there  is  any  tribe  in  American  Miereia  greater  change  has 
taken  place  than  here  in  the  short  period  of  existence  of  this  plant. 
Morally  of  course,  conditions  are  bad.  Waste  or  imperfect 
organization  etc.  exist  but  day  to  day  sees  a  bettering.  Some 
tightening  of  the  machine.  Some  improvement  in  the  effeciency  of  the 
operation.  The  greater  part  of  the  work  has  been  done,  what  remains 
now  is  to  perfect  or  pick  up  the  loose  threads.  Waste  has  been 
spoken  of-  the  greaty  pity  of  it  all  is  that  this  is  true  not  as 
the  ring  leaders  of  the  present  movement  would  have,  but  waste  in  shape 
^nc^ans>  ,,v^10  lead  to  believe  through  agitation  that  the 

mill Iwew^ls  at  hand.  Hew  men  are  to  take  hold.  Good  jobs  are  to 
be  parceled  out  to  every  one-  waste  not  only  in  wages  lost  caused 
oy  this  unrest,  but  waste  of  our  efforts  to  get  them  to  labor  and 
after  getting  started  the  lessons  lost  by  having  to  start  all  over 
again.  The  time  records  of  these  Mills  show  in  all  these  periods  the 
loss  of  at  least  100  Indians  who  disappear  from  the  Pay  rolls  waiting 
i or  the  great  change  preached  which  never  comes.  Many  investigations 
have  been  held.  It  is  time  something  happened  once  and  for  all. 

Eifner  charges  are  or  are  not  true.  The  way  should  not  be  left 

open  for  tne  future.  If  things  are£*rrly  well, no  matter  who  is  on  the 
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job,  the  office  should  cw«n  discipline  those  who  are  a  real 
hindrance  to  the  progress  of  the  Indian  toward  industrial  self 
development.  Summed  up  these  men  are  not  at  work  because  they  will  not 
work  ana  those  who  are  working-  hold  out  their  hands  for  a  work  to 
which  they  are  in  no  manner  fitted.  I  can  coaab  over  the  employees  of 
this^ plant  and  not  find  one  white  occupying  a  place  not  absolutely 
necessary  while  it  is  a  matter  of  record  that  this  year  I  more  than 
once  strained  the  organization  by,  depending  too  nruch  on  the  Indian 
in  view  of  the  labor  scarcity. 

#a  What  is  the  past  exi5erience  of  this  plant  on  logging  contracts 

to  Indians? 

This  plants  experience  on  logging  contracts  to  Indians  has 
not  been  at  all  satisfactory.  The  law  prohibits  the  employment  of  white 
labor.  Yet  the  Indian  jobber  seeks  it  at  once.  He  likies  to  dfive  round, 
put  on  a  foreman,  time  keeper-  clerk  instead  of  handling  work  himself. 
Careless  of  supplies,  overlooking  the  fact  it  is  part  of  hi3  cost.  Our 
contracts  are  invariable  handed  out  on  a  basis  of  $6.00  per  M.  We  do 
work  for  $4.75  per  M.  Usually  jobs  are  comparatively  easy  yet  through 
lack  of  business  management  the  Indian  fails.  The  records  of  the  office 
back  this  up  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  dollars  claims  filed  against 
thebtribe  from  old  logging  days.  What  success  was  found  in  contractor 
breaking  even  or  a  little  better  was  due  to  the  fact  that  I  personally 
supervised  their  work  and  accounts.  Guaranteed  them  labor-  loaned  them 
supplies  and  outfit.  In  fact  financed  them.  Being  notoriously  careless 
in  payment  of  obligation  -  labor  or  otherwise  it  was  necessary  for  me  in 
each  and -every  instance  to  handle  the  work  for  them.  The  records  are 
here  to  vouch  for  this. 

4.  They  also  seem  to  think  that  they  at  least  ought  to  be  made 

bosses  of  the  camps  in  the  woods.  Prom  your  experience  on  the 
reservation  the  last  three  years,  do  you  think  this  is  practical? 

4.  Answer.  This  question  is  answered  in  part  by  my  answer  to 
question  2.  It  is  not  practical  but  can  be  experimented  with.  We  have 
noW  camps  15  white  foreman,  Camp  16  Indian  f oreman, Camp  17  Indian 
foreman,  Camp  18  Indian  foreman/  ^ver  these  are  the  Logging  Supt. 

Mr.  Brigham  assisted  by  Mr.  Peterson,  woods  foreman,  who  lay  out  arork, 
plan  roads  and  continually  supervise  in  order  to  hold  cost  within  reason. 
Tkey— Jf©#  They  log  hap-hazara-  not  one  ever  had  experience  in  R.R. 
logging-  could  not  even  attempt  to  build  a  spur.  We  are  endeavoring  to 
teach  them  but  they  can  never  attain  the  proficiency  of  white  men 
because  lacking  iniative  being  to  far  set  in  lines  of  old  days.  Hot  a 
single  one  could  be  counted  on  along  to  fill  the  demand  of  the  mill 
•daily  as  its  consumption  demanded.  We  usually  man  our  camps  on  basis 
of  3  white  foreman  to  2  Indians,  after  tilings  get  going. the  logging  boss 
taking  personal  charge  of  the  2  Indian  camps. 

5.  How  many  thousand  feet  of  miscuts  have  been  sawed  in  the  past 
year? 
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and  loaded  on  car  by  us.  The  price  accepted. is  that  deemed  best  for 
the  operation.  The  last  large  sale  of  wan  e£^S  any  timber  was  made,  at  a 
price  of  $70.00  per  H  ft.  purchasers  to  make  ana  load  on  cars 
himself.  A  small  sale  was  made  thi3  year  at  $75.00  but  as  market 
for  this  class  of  stuff  is  dead  this  year  no  large  sale  could  be 
effected. 

ROCK  TnT.tr  timbers.  Process  of  sale  same  as  above.  Prices  offered 
this  year  50  cents  per  cube  ft.  buyer  to  make  and  load  on  cars 
hilself.  Prior  to  this  year  this  class  of  stuff  brought  42  to 
47  cents  bube  ft.  / c> 

8.  What  is  your  idea  ab^ut  helping  the  trustworth  industrious 

Indians  to  become  farmer s/-£nd  give  them  say  seven  or  eight  hundred 
dollars  out  of  their  individual  share  of  the  money  in  Washington  to 
the  tribe’s  credit? 

8,  Answer. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  industrial  advancement  of  the 
Indian  demands  that  he  begiven  financial  assistance  to  better  his 
donditions.  He  can  only  learn  the  value  and  uses  of  money  by  the 
actual  handling  of  it  himself.  Trustworth  and  industrious  Indians 
should  be  assited  by  the  placing  to  their  Individual  credit  a  certain 
sum  of  money  which  they  coulu  invest  to  improve  business,  farms  and 
home  conditions.  While  it  is  true  at  present  that  the  farmer  here 
may  be  helped  to  the  extend  ot  $600.00  by  a  loan  from  Tribal  fund  whiclii 
he  must  repay  in  4  years.  He  acquires  no  practical  education  in  the 
use  of  this  money  because  he  does  not  have  the  actual  disbursement  of 
same. 

Every  Indian  should  have  the  opportunity  if  his  stage  of 
competency  warranted  to  hhve  at  his  command  under  supervision  $600.00 
in  cash  with  which  he  might  make  the  effort,  whether  that  be  in 
purchase  of  tools  and  equipment,  stock,  building  of  house,  bar9,etc. 

As  it  is  now  the  Indian  is  strugling  to  farm  5  to  60  acres  as  case 
may  be  often  with  no  team,  agr icul turaln implements  the  simplest  such 
as  plow  and  Cultivator.  No  proper  buildings  for  housing  the  produce 
he  raised  and  no  means  to  add  to  his  stock  or  equipment.  The  result 
is  even  the  results  of  his  meager  effort  in  scratching  the  soil,  no 
matter  how  bountiful,  are  often  wasted  through  lack  of  means  to 
gather  and  store  them,  while  if  in  possession  of  the  simpler 
proper  equipment,  fair  buildings,  a  larger  and  richer  harvest  could 
be  made  with  the  Indian  that  much  nearer  the  self  supporting  stage.  Even 
the  most  advanced  Indian  would  have  a  reserve  fund  to  fall  back  on  to 
purchase  seed  in  event  ^if  crop  failure  or  to  tide  him  over  unforseen 
emergency  thus  preventing  him  from  hanging  the  mill  stone  of  debt  around 
his  neck  which  takes  $300,  for  one  to  over  come. 


9.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  desire  of  the  tribe  to  have  a 

portion  of  this  money.  If  the  Government  should  give  every  Indian  on 
the  Reservation  $500.  of  their  money,  in  the  usual  way,  what  method 
do  you  suggest  of  conserving  thas  amount^  taking  care  of  that 
portion  of  it  given  to  minors,  and  m.ea»*Stcfdicted  to  the  use  of  liquor 
etc.?  ’ 
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9 •  AnswerT 

By  all  means  give  the  Indian  or  place  to  his  credit  in  Bank 
$600*00  of  his  money  to  be  disbursed  under  the  Individual  Indian 
money  to  plan.  It  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  conserve  this -  1he 
Indians  could  be  divided  into  classes.  Those  requiring  no  supervision. 
Those  requiring  partial  supervision  and  those  who  would  waste  their 
resources.  Checks  would  be  made  against  w&ste  very  easily.  For 
instances  Mr.  Indian  has  $600.00  to  his  credit:.  He  comes  to  office 
applies  for  $300.00  to  purchase  plow,  cultivator,  wagon,  harness,  cows 
or  any  articles  within  reason.  If  a  competent  Indian  he  could 
submit  bills  showing  purchase  and  produce  same  if  wisely  spent  he 
could  be  congratulated.  He  could  be  advised  of  best  market  and  best 
articles  if  necessary  he  could  be  accompanied  by  an„  advisor.  If 
the  2nd  class  Indian  desired  say  $100.00.  He  could  be  allowed  to 
purchase  under  offic  supervisor.  As  he  demonstr&ded  his  ability  to 
handle  his  moneys  he  could  be  advanced.  ,1  . 

While  for  the  Indian  who  would  waste  or  misuse,  the  ly 
needed  articles  could  be  purchased  for  him  and  an  endeavor  to  advance 
him  could  be  made  by  an  apprenticeship  or  record  taken  of  hia^ 
industrial  earning  capacity.  In  all  these  cases  advances  or  -reductions 
could  be  made  as  the  case  demanded. 

The  Individual  Indian  Money  regulation  cover  these  cases  only 
that  the  strings  should  be  unloosened  by  allowing  the  Agency  office  more 
leeway  in  granting  of  allowances  without  reference  for  approval  to 
Washington . 


10.  What  do  you  think  of  the  idea  of  selecting  four  or  six  of 

the  highest  grade  young  men  on  the  reservation  and  sending  them  to 
Wisconsin  Agricultural  College  at  Madison  to  take  a  full  course  in 
forrestry  and  agriculture,  that  they  may  come  back  to  the  reservation 
and  teach  all  those  farmers  that  there  are,  or  will  be,  the 
proper  methods  of  farming,  raising  and  care  of  stock,  etc.® 


10.  Answer. 

The  idea  of  selecting  a  certain  number  of  the  best  young 
men  of  the  reservation  and  sending  them  to  Madison  is  a  thought^ 
practical  and  of  far  reaching  effect  in  helping  settle  the  Indian 
problem.  Education  i3  the  way  out.  The  burden  of  complaint  of  the 
product  of  the  higher  Indian  schools  is  that  there  i3  no  opportunity 
for  a  higher  practical  education.  First  principles  are  instilled 
but  of  scientific  knowledge  that  could  be  put  to  expert  use  there  is 
no  way  out.  Just  enough  is  given  him  to  create  desire  for  a  finished 
education.  An  agricultural  and  Forest  course  for  the  Menominee  indians 
could  net  but  result  in  untold  returns  for  this  Indian  natural 
resources  are  in  the  soil  and  in  the  timber.  It  would  be  a  practical 
direct  method  multiplying  Indian  effort  untold  fold.  The  %rvest  of 
such  an  idea  put  into  effect  cannot  be  told. 


11.  What  is  your  idean  about  the  advisability  of  having  the 

entire  reservation  thoroughly  examined,  and  timber  upon  it  extimated, 
showing  the  quality  of  land  also,  in jp&cYi  section? 


Lso,  inaach 
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11.  Answer. 

Sound  business  sense  demands  that  the  resources  of  any  affair 
should  be  as  accurately  determined  as  is  possible.  Uo  working  plan 
is  sound  unless  so  done.  I  am  on  record  in  this  office  advocating  and 
recommending  (  see  my  letter  of  office  dated  May  19  and  April  5th, 1911) 
t  should  be  a  cruise  byop^acticul  men  such  as  the  modern  lumberman 
Employees.  There  are  b76Q  forty  acres  tracts  on  Reserva.  Good 
cruisers  should  make  16  forties  a  day  here.  Cruise  should  embrace 
topography-  character  of  soil  -  and  natural  resources  of  the 
reserve.  A  working  plan  was  laid  out  for  here  but  for  some  reason 
was  over  ruled.  I  hatre  the  opinion  of  expert  men  that  this 
proceedure  should  be  undertaken  at  once.  The  information  would  be  of 
untold  worth  to  our  business  ,  to  the  agency  and  to  the  Indian. 


Jlr.  y°,u.he  kirld  enough  to  give  me  a  little  synopsis  of 

do  Ln  b df  f  taxing  care  of  the  old,  sick  and  young  Indians  who  can 
fo*  ?haCSetof  ther,9elTe8  0n  the  reservation;  nis  there  money  appropriated 

16.  An  swe  r . 

1iyin,  ,  ,  Any  ?”dian  old>  sic*  or  disabled  in  such  manner  as  to  be 

t0  provlde  for.h^  or  herself  on  report  to  the  Agency  office 
??d  ^  Possessing  no  immediate  relatives  or  friends  who  will  not  look 
out  for  them,  can  be  put  on  ration  roll  and  receive  two  weeks  rations 
P°riC  ?n0Ugl?  lor  subsistence  for  this  period  and  even  if 
1  y6+v,0r  lrlends  thls  allowance  can  be  made.  Under  special 
clotbiriS  can  be  issued  for  their  comfort  as  well  as  other 
necessities.  Two  physicians  are  continually  on  the  rounds  as  well  as  an 
Indian  policeman,  3  fanners  (white)  each  having  a  district  of  his  own  ‘ 
and  a  field  matron.  All  required  to  note  and  report  and  aid  in 
deserving  cases. 

.  *n  cases  where  there  are  no  friends  or  relatives,  we  have  a 

Hospital  which  cases  of  this  kind  are  taken  care  of.  In  cases  of 
c  l 1 dr en,  orphans,  they  are  placed  in  schools,  government  or  Mission 
rLc3  ’,Vhere  they  receive  clothing,  food  and  quarters,  etc. 

Thooe  with  disease  are  sent  to  hospital  for  care  and  treatment.  In 
case  of  first  steps  of  tuberculosis,  if  consent  can  be  secured  they 
are  sent  away  to  recently  established  sanitariums  for  special  care  and 
treatment • 

.  .  Notwithstandjf^ll  this,  it  would  be  better  perhaps  if  this 

class  of  Indian  had  set  aside  his  share  of  his  own  funds  and  be 
permitted  to  live  out  their  lives  in  their  own  way,  intheir  own  homes.- 
Naturally  on  removal  to  hospital  in  many  cases,  they  feel  the 
separation  and  absence  from  their  own  settlement  and  homes,  of  course 
there  are  cases,  where  in  separation  is  justifiable  and  really  should 
be  enforced,  in  protection  to  lives  of  others  with  whom  they  might  come 
in  contact.  In  many  cases  we  find  persons  of  this  helpless  class 
putting  up  with  poor  food,  poor . clothing,  etc.  and  loss  of  many  * 
comforts,  they  coild  obtain,  if  they  had  money  of  their  own  to  prevent 
separation  from  friends  and  home.  p 

Hi;  ,  +We  understood,  while  at  Neopit,  that  the  season  broke  up  very 
+  last  sprlnS*  How  much  earlier  than  usual  and  what  effect  did 

that  have  on  temporarily  leaving  logs  in  thebwoods.  How  may  feet  of 
logs  have  you  cut  since  you  took  possession  of  the  mill:  give  me  this 
by  seasons  please,  -  1910-11,  1911-12  and  1912-13.  S 

tInAtoW+£*°Ur  Wi?ter  loggin£  season  of  1912  and  1913  broke  at  least 
^  three  weeics  earlier  than  usual;  thaws  developed  in  latter  part 
tLl  Try  nade  sllddmg  hard  and  on  or  about  March  4th  a  heavy 

thaw  set  in  that  carried  the  snow  away  and  softened  ice  ij  swamp  and 

6eJ  £hat  made  work  ^ngerous  and  impossible.  We  can  usually  count 
tineT!ft°r  clean  up,  etc.  ujffand  to  latter  part  of  March  even  at 

- 1  srl1  St*  A  let/up  ®n  of  two  weeks,  a  week 

even  several  days  in  case  suqfti  as  this,  can  result  in  leaving  of  logs 
in  woods  m  places  preventing  skidding  out  and  in  others  preventing 

start  of  'Vinter  has  something  to  do  also  with  conditions 
at  the  end  of  winter.  If  the  hard  frosts  come  early  enough  to  well 
freeze  the  ground  before  snow  falls  naturally  thaws  at  end  of  winter 
do  not  have  much  effect  ,  a  ground  renaitur. frozen  longer.  Last  fall  we 
had  a  freeze  up  then  a  spell  of  s  o  f  t^j*&rthe  r .  opening  up  things  again 
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12,  I  understand,  that  the  snow  went  off  earlier  than  usual  this 

past  Spring:  is  that  true?  If  so,  was  it  any  hindrance  towards 
cleaning  up  the  logs  cut  during  the  season?  Have  there  "been  any  efforts 
made  during  the  summer  and  Fall  to  skid  such  logs,  getting  them  ready  to 
haul  the  coming  winter?  Are  there  any  logs  left,  -  if  so  what  quality 
and  amount,-  that  has  been  cut  during  the  seasons  of  the  winters  of  1910, 
1911  and  1912?  Is  it  possible  to  get  any  that  may  be  left  to  the  mill? 
Was  there  any  effort  made  to  keep  those  that  were  left  from  being  wormed 
by  the  worms?  />>• 


12.  Answer. 

Our  reoords  here  show  heavy  thaw  which  did  away  with  all  sleigh 
haul  first  week  of  March  1915.  Prior  to  this  there  were  thaws  which  made 
it  necessary  to  cart  snow  for  bad  places.  Days  were  frequent  in  which 
only  part  of  a  day  would  be  used.  The  freeze  during  the  night  would  be 
over  oome  during  day  bythe  sun.  This  necessarily  caused  a  hindrance  to 
perfect  clean  up  of  winters  work.  Again  it  left  logs  in  pot  holes, 
covered  by  snow  on  the  low,  moist  places  where  they  could  not  be  reached. 
In  spring  -  Pine  logs  were  peeled  and  skidded.  I  think  it  is  a  fact 
that  a  bare  half  dozen  logs  escaped  these  efforts  to  protect  them., 

Again  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  logs  are  in  midst  of  a  live 
operation.  Such  logs  as  left  after  sleigh  haul  would  be  taken  if  in 
reach  of  summers  logging  operations  and  if  not  possible  for  this  would  be 
taken  in  the  first  of* the  coming  winter  as  winter  logging  will  start  in 
wherelast  winters  operation  left  off.  I  hand  you  a  map  showing  in 
legends  the  carious  camps  work  from  1910  to  date.  Here  are  marked  the 
spproximate  spots  in  0  where  logs  lay  that  committee  showed  your 
men.  You  will  notice  in  each  case  that  same  are  on  the  very  edge  of 
each  seasons  works.  This  stuff  all  shows  in  territory  of  Gamp  15  lo 
cutting.  It  must  be  also  remembered  here  that  Camp  lb  was  built  in 
1912  its  work  was  planned  to  extend  over  East  half  of  Eeo.  16  to  and 
including  15  and  south  half  of  Sec.  10.  when  well  under  way  instructions 
were  received  on  Jan.  1st  from  U.S.  Indian  office  that  pending  a  suit 
to  be  intered  in  U.S.  Supreme  Court  during  this  summer  to  decide 
ownership  of  land,  no  timber  was  to  be  cut.  This  caused  a  complete 
change  in  work  of  this  camp.  Its  work  had  to  be  shifted  in  other 
directions.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  mill  eats  up  a  certain 
quantify  of  logs  every  day.  ^Hauling  in  heavy  snow  over  R.R.  is  tough 
work.  Shortage  in  labor  which  7<ras  a  fact  during  last  year  and  a  half, 
means  every  available  man  to  be  placed  where  timber  can  be  got  to 
keep  the  mill  supplied.  The  emergencies  at  the  particular  moments 
must  be  held  al7/ays  in  mind.  Cost  of  taking  out  individual  loag, 
deterioation  if  any,  if  permitted  to  lay  for  a  period,  cost  of^peelmg, 
skidding  up  to  prevent  deterioation,  all  must  be  weighed  and  counted 
for  best  interests  .of.  the  operation.  There  are  some  logs  left  in  edges 
of  last  winters  work  that  will  naturally  be  taken  this  coming  winter, 
that  could  not  be  reached  in  summer  logging  except  at  two  great  a  cost. 

This  winters  work  will  care  for  such  logs  as  were  viewed  by 
your  men,  which,  are  on  edges  of  cuttings  of  past  works.  Camp  15 
17  and  18  will  take  the  stuff.  The  year  1910  witnessed  a  great  fire 
here  roughly  designated  in  map  in  Portions  of  this  territory 

had  been  frequently  burned  over  prior  to  this  year,  the  operation 
commencing  winter  of  1910  -  1911  was  to  put  camps  in  and  sa^e-vhat 
valuable  stuff  we  could.  In  meantime  we  had  to  go  to  Washington  for 

rrgd  finally  and  June  ]  4-1911  saw 


legislature  to  build  R.R.  which 
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the  first  logs  gling  to  the  mill.  There  was  considerable  burned 
in  19!]. 0  and  year  previously  such  as  would  pay  was  taker.  Jit  must  be 
remembered  in  1910-1911  and  up  to  Oct.  1912  prices  on  Hemlock  was 
such  that  it  was  difficult  to  realize  bar^  cost  of  manufacture 
ranging  from  5.50  to  7.00  on  #3  and  other  grades  correspondingly 
to  after  Oct.  1-10  to  $13.00  per  M.  a  Market  is  now  falling!  3«*ch 
Hemlock  as  would  not  pay  was  left.  Ylt  was  notna  great  amount.  It 
is  at  the  South  and  West  edges  of /cutting  of  old  Camp  12  and  South 
edge  of  old  camp  11.  The  good  stuff  here  will  come  in  this  winter. 

We  took  some  in  1911  and  1912.  I  am  inclosing  you  scale  of  logs 
found  in  woods  by  our  men  with  notes  of  their  actual  conditions. 

These  are  the  logs  which  were  pointed  out  to  justify  the  charge 
oi  "great  ;vaste".  They  are  all  there  are.  a  comparison  of 
descriptions  of  land  on  which  they  are  will  show  them  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  present  works.  Some  have  been  decked  as  witnessed  by 
your  men  and  note  should  be  maae  here  that  this  work  was  legitimate 
part  of  the  works f  not  effort  to  hide  anything  as  was  endeavored  to 
be  claimed,  because  it  was  not  knowTn  that  any  wne  was  to  look  at 
them,  or  that  any  "much  ado"was  being  made  about  them.  In  fact 
we  knew  nothing  of  theb  prowling  around  of  any  one  to  discover  so- 
called  waste.  Hewn  Square  timbers  two  or  three  were  pointed  out  as 
T.vaste  left,  I  would  have  you  know  that  ourmbooks  show  every  timber 
paid  for  whether  taken  or  not,  and  even  these  left  will  be  taken  in 
by  us  because  abandoned  by  purchasers  with  added  profits  to  us. 

Again  that  any  damage  resultant  from  square  timber  cutting  was 
charged  and  paid  for  and  our  books  show  the  money  received  and 
deposited.  Again  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  Pine  fallen  was  all 
cut  by  square  timber  men,  this  7/as  not  so,  our  own  Camp  15  cut  the 
greater  part  of  pine  as  report  shows.  It  could  nto  be  taken  on 
account  of  condition  of  the  ground  due  to  early  break  up  of  winter  and 
in  part  shift  of  change  of  camps'  scene  of  work. 


^2.  While  there  I  told  all  the  Indians  I  cane  in  contact  with 

what  I  was  going  to  recommend.  You  may  tell  than  that  I  shall  also 
recommend  that  each  member  of  the  tribe  be  paid  the  sum  of  $500.00 
out  of  their  tribal  funds  in  Washington,  but  I  shall  frame  this  with 
the  original  idea  of  advancing  money  to  men  who  will  clean  up  the 
land  and  go  to  farming.  Those  men  should  have  an  additional  sum  of 
$300.00  or  $400.00  to  be  charged  to  their  individual  share  of  the 
funds  remaining  in  Washington.  What  is  your  opinion  on  this? 


13.  Answer. 

The  advancement  of  money  to  Indians  from  the  tribal  funds 
for  the  purpose  of  encouragement  along  agricultural  line*  would 
be  a  splendid  thing.  Legislation  may  be  necessary  if  so  it  should 
be  obtained  at  once.  Something  shofcld  be  done  to  put  the  Indian 
on  an  indipendent  basis.  I  might  as  well  bring  my  boy  up  to  42 
years  of  age,  not  permit  him  to  handle  a  cent,  buy  all  his 
necessities  ,  do  all  his  business  for  him,  not  let  him  know  anything 
of  the  responsibilities  of  life  and  then  turn  him  loose.  Think  you 
that  he  would  make  the  average  citizen  or  that  he  could  then  go  on  * 
competent  to  perform  his  share  in  our  worlds  work. 

Sach  Indian  is  entitled  to  a  certain  share  of  the  funds 
OD  deposit  in  Washington.  In  addition^Thae  practically  a  source 
of  perpetual  income  here.  If  he  ie^^er  to  handle  same  a  start 


should  he  made.  This  start  taken  with  me  who  in  a  limited  way 
s,ho*.v  aesire  to  reach  higher  heights  should  obtain  results. 


No. 14  In  the  contracts  made  for  lumber  and  pine  in 
were  those  contracts  let  strictly  in  conformity  to  the 
Department  for  selling  lumber  at  the  Mill? 


the  tree, 
rules  of  the 


14.  Answer. 

,  Contracts  for  waney  board  pine  timber  and  Hock  Elm  ^timber 
have  always  been  made  in  strict  conformity  with  rule  of  the 
Department  for  selling.  Note  in  proposal  sales  was  sent  tc/every 
one  known  to  be  interested  in  this  line  of  product.  4  weekly  add 
o^«arJied  i11  Jumber  Jrade  journals  and  a  large  bi-monthly  add  that 
sale  of  products  are  held  here.  Bids  were  received  from,  the 
^nown  purchasers  of  this  class  of  product.  They  were  opened  on  a 
selected  day  and  award  was  made  tolthe  highest  bidders  as  ou” 
records  will  show.  I 


15.  What\^re  the  rule 

lumber  cut? 

15. 


Answer, 
Th< 

answer  to  yoi 


lies  for  sal. 
ir  \question  #7 


the  Departmej 


for  selling  the 


ruducts  'Jfere\ handed  you  in  my 
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and  in  December  the  snow  came  covering  the  ground  before  it  had  a 
good  chance  to  freeze.  Naturally  this  spring,  the  melting  snows  had 
much  less  distance  to  work  down  to  open  up  ground  and  in  moist 
swampy  places,  thaws  practically  opened  them  up  at  once. 

I  am  inclosing  you  herewith  statement  of  logs  cut  by  Species 
and  camps  during  seasons  of  1910-11,  1911-1912}  and  1912-1913. 

18.  Give  me  your  version  of  the  trouble  that  has  arisen  on  the 

reservation.  Ho?/  many  Indians  have  been  interested,  and  what  have  been 
the  characters  of  those  that  have  been  fomenting  this  trouble  and  has 
there  been  to  your  personal  knowledge,  any  white  influence  brought  to 
bear? . 


18.  Answer/ 

Your  question  in  a  way  is  hard  one  to  answer.  There  is  and 
always  be  trouble  with  a  certain  class,  because  in  a  way  there  is  no 
discipline  that  can  be  administered,  while  the  office  permits  itself  to 
be  deluged  with  complaints  of  any  nature,  investigate  them,  and  than 
fails  to  rebuke  severly  those  responsible.  If  after  due  investigation, 
it  is  found  that  there  are  no  reasonable  grounds  for  complaint.  As 
long  as  any  half  dozen  dissatisfied  and  unscrupulous  are  permitted 
to  continually  roam,  around,  making  capital  out  of  anything  they  can  pick 
up  -  make  up  or  distort  into  a  something  that  will  answer  their  purpose, 
no  trouble  can  be  hadn  in  acquiring  a  following. 

The  trouble  of  to  day,  the  culmination  of  a  series  of  complaints 
started  about  April  or  May  1912.  It  was  engineered  by  Oshkenaniew, 

Prickett,  McCall , Tucker ,  LaBell ,  Qauthier  and  several  others.  Prickett 
always  been  restless,  but  amounted  to  nothing  until  joined 
by  Oshkenaniew.  The  others  simply  trail  along  or  are  handy  tools  as 
case  may  be.  Since  the  doing  away  of  the  old  business  committee  of 
15  at  time  of  visit  of  Senate  Committee  in  1909  or  there  abouts  for 
crookedness  in  tribal  affairs,  those  members  always  long  for  a 
return  to  the  old  days  of  easy  money  etc. 

My  attention  was  directed  first  in  this  direction  to  a 
complaint  handed  in  by  them  while  on  a  trip  to  Washington  in  1912  as 
above  mentioned.  Again  through  the  secret  influence  of  out  siders 
being  exerted  in  here  against  the  operation  and  the  superintendent, 
myself.  But  to  start  from  the  commencement.  These  people  could  not 
have  agquire.d  any  influence  at  all,  had  it  not  happened  that  in  1912  it 
-was  found  that  owing  to  their  interest  money  having  been  all  used  up  in 
payment  of  annuities  for  the  several  years  previous  and  for  the 
legitimate  expense  of  the  agency,  schools,  etc.  that  there  was  no 
available  surplus  that  could  be  set  aside  to  make  a  payment.  Oshkenaniew 
prickett  and  his  kind  immediately  set  up  a  cry  that  money  was  all  wasted  / 
and  spent  and  were  aided  in  this  by  interests  outside  opposed  to  the  / yS 

plant  and  the  administration  of  Indian  Affairs  here.  It  was  proposed 
to  send  a  delegation  to  Washington, D.C.  to  look  after  their  interests,,, 
they  went  aided  by  a  substantial  collection  furnished  from  outside  ./I 
know  personally  traders  in  town  who  contributed  because  they  told  me  so 
later.  Prior  to  this  I  had  found  that  the  Menominee  Indian  Mills  had 
used  to  pay  labor  a  sum  of  approximately  $125,000  of  interest  money 
which  I  claimed  should  have  been  taken  from  the  fund  direct  itself  as 
authorized  by  law  and  that  this  money  should  be  replaced  to  interest 
credit.  This  was  done  prior  to  start  of  the  Committee  to  Washington, D. C • 
where  of  course  they  accomplished  nothing^w^T^cfid  claim  on  their  return 
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that  they  had  got  hack  a  large  sum  of  money  and  that  payment  would  he 
made,  etc.  This  gave  them  a  footing,  ever  since  they  have,  added  to  it. 
Without  their  ever  having  examined  the  books  of  this  mill  they  charge 
fraud  and  waste.  In  spite  of  official  letters  from  the  office  and 
from  Representative  in  Congress  check  up  the  office  they  interpret 
to  the  other  Indian  wrongfully  saying  it  is  proofs  etc. 

The  Indians  sqy  or  are  told  that  Mr.  Hollister  of  Oshkosh  who 
has  passed  through  this  reservation  a  number  of  times  has  told  them  thajj 
they  are  not  getting  half  enough  for  their  lumber.  He  is  quoted  as 
saying  that  the  big  Pine  being  sold  is  the  cream  and  should  bring 
$125.  to  15C.  per4(and  other  species  corresponding.  That  the  cutting  of 
this  timber  is  robbing  the  yard,  etc. 

One  of  the  many  things  I  instituted  on  my  arrival  here  was 
the  prohibitions  as  set  forth  in  regulations  prohibiting  any  one  trading 
with  Indians  to  come  on  Reservation  while  a  payment  was  going  on. 

They  had  been  in  habit  of  appearing  at  agency  and  when  check  was  about 
to  be  handed  over  to  Indian  take  same  and  give  the  Indian  so  much 
credit  on  old  account  or  new.  Naturally  they  did  not  like  this.  Another 
thing  was  the  so  called  traders  claim  referred  to  me  for  investigation 
and  approval..  I  recommended  against  its  payment  and  this  was  sustained 
on  appeal  to  the  highest  authority,  the  Indian  Office,  bffice  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  even  to  the  comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

They  even  petitioned  Congress  for  legislation  to  pay,  but  it  was 
denied  although  later  they  did  get  through  a  bill  permitting  the  matter  to 
be  referred  to  the  Court  of  Claims  for  review,  where  it  now  is.  These 
claims  consist  of  supplies  furnished  to  Indians  for  years  back,  it  was 
claimed  but  I  could  not  find  Indians  who  could  say  they  ever  received 
same  or  if  they  did  double  and  triple  pieces  were  charged  and  in  no 
case  could  payment  be  found  as  a  credit  although  the  Indian  claimed 
he  handed  his  checks  over  to  them..  Included  also  were  the  claims  of 
the  logging  contractors  on  the  Blown  down  district  jobs  in  1905  to  1903. 
You  know  some  of  its  history.  Contracts  were  given  to  Indians  they 
were  permitted  to  take  in  white  partner  In  cases  double  scales  of 
timber  cut  were  made  -  in  others  they  failed  to  live  up  to  contract  at 
all,  the  easiest  work  was  done,  green  timber  cut.  The  white  man 
supplying  charged  up  all  kinds  of  supplies,  expenses,  etc.  the  Indians 
got  nothing.  It  all  resulted  in  the  Government  sending  in  special 
men  who  went  over  all  the  works.  Checked  up  accounts  and  withheld 
payment  of  enough  money  to  pay  for  violation  of  contract,  etc.  These 
men  appealed -to  every  source,  brought  suit  which  was  thrown  out  of 
court,  etc.  Heading  this  crowd  was  one  man  named  Cook,  notorious  in 
this  county  for  timber  operators.  His  headquarters  is  OcOnto.  Mr. 


Tyrell  is  his  personal  attorney.  Mr.  Ballinger  the  Washington 
representative,  selected  at  that  time  I  suppose  because  of  supposedly 
influence  with  his  uncle  who  was  Secretary.  Hut  the  same  Secretary 
had  sent  me  on  the  job  out  here.  A  year  ago  a  hearing  was  held  in 
Shawano  to  take  testimony  of  Indians  who  were  partners.  3allinger  and 
Tyrell  were  both  there  representing  Cook.  Strange  to  relate  and  I 
Have  it  on  pretty  good /source  Cook  had  bought  up  the  greater  number  of 
claims.  Mapry  Indian  partners  hitherto  opposed  were  found  in  favor 
because  it  was  promised  to  them  a  share  if.  any  money  was  recovered. 
These  attorneys  al  so  /learned  that  ^auP'f'enominees  had  certain  interests 
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at  stake  such  as  the  Disputed  School  and  Swamp  Lands  claimed  by  the 
and  at  once  became  hungry  for  large  fees  as  attorneys  to  represent 
the  Indians.  Mr.  Ballinger  approached  me  while  in  Washington  so  I 
know  his  interest.  I  have  simply  apposed  them  and  in  meantime  have  been 
instrumental  in  having  suit  brought  in  U.S.  Supreme  Courte  for  test 
and  am  now  waiting  decision. 

This  brings  in  another  element.  The  enabling  act  for  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  set  aside  Sections  16  of  the  public  Survey  and  all  swamp 
land  to  be  used  for  educational  purposes  by  the  State  unless  those 
lands  were  otherwise  set  aside.  The  Menominee  Reserve  was  created  be¬ 
fore  the  State.  Attempt  was  made  to  extinguish  Indian  title  by  treaty 
which  was  never  accomplished.  By  error  in  giving  patents  for  other 
lands  patents  were  also  issued  to  State  for  certain  lands  within  this 
reserve.  Lumbermen  discovered  they  were  valuable  for  timber  and 
bought  them  from  the  State.  They  cut  on  some  and  were  stopped  later  > 

in  cutting  on  any.  They  have  sat  down  awaiting  the  time  if  nothing  was 
done  whereby  these  lands  would  fall  into  their  hands.  Naturally  any 
agent  who  in  looking  after  Indians  interest,  took  step  to  protect  the 
Indian  right  would  be  disliked.  It  seemed  the  practice  of  old  days 
that  the  white  got  all  he  wanted  in  here  and  no  reason  could  be  seen 
why  this  policy  should  not  continue.  I  reckoned  I  changed  it  somewhat 
after  efforts  to  get  decision  or  actions  to  determine  ownership  which 
resulted  in  nothing.  I  started  Camp  15  on  Sec.  16  and  prepared  to  cut, 
well  knowing  that  these  lumber  interests  outside  would  be  compelled  to 
go  into  court  to  stop  it  or  yieitd  up  their  claim..  They  went  into 
court  fthere  I  think  they  loose.  At  any  . rate  I  have  this  to  go  on  there 
is  on  the  calendar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  a  test  case  for 
which  has  been  on  docket  for  years  but  which  is  continued  along  each 
session  because  these  people  feel  they  would  lose  even  in  their  own 
court.  Naturally  I  have  antagonism  of  theseppe rsons  concerned  on  the 
outside,  which  is  considerable . 

Again  there  is  the  Stockb ridge  land  cases.  Patents  in  fee 
were  given  to  these  Indians  in  1910  under  this  agency.  Prior  to  the 
delivery  of  patents  certain  lumber  interests  in  county  around  here  went 
to  the  Indians  anf  for  a  $100  or  $200  usually  handed  out  in  silver  dollars 
secured  a  deed  and  promise  to  turn  overn  patents  when  received.  You  can 
imagine  what  this  sum  of  money  meant  to  an  Indian  who  had  been  accustomed 
from  childhood  up  to  receiv  $2-g-  dollars  from  the  Government  per  year 
as  his  interest  money.  Enough  that  they  sold  for  a  song  or  in  cases  were 
so  drunk  they  did  not  know.  I  held  these  sales  prior  to  date  of 
approval  of  the  Patents  illegal.  The  Department  so  held,  I  was 
instructed  t5  bring  suit  to  set  deeds  aside  which  I  have  done  and  this 
month  case  comes  off  in  U.S.  Dist.  court,  Milwaukee,  ^his 
compelled  those  lumbermen  and  land  grabbers  who  took  in  forties  $5000 
worth  of  timber  and  then  not  completely  cut  over  to  run  around  to 
secure  new  deeds.  Insome  cases  it  was  arrived  at  by  questionable 
methods,  but  in  most  the  Indian  received/ added  compensation.  Naturally 
all  this  did  not  make  any  very  good  fri/nds  for  the  Superintendent  here. 
These  are  the  principal  cases  outside  Jfiie  fact  that  a  sincere  and 
successfull  atempt  is  made  to  make  thi/s  pay  which  some  interests 

think  should  not  be  done  and  which  hpWang  has  yet  been  shown  me  could 


not  have  been  done  froin  the  start.  I  could  name  endless  little  things 
that  all  tried  to  make  the  present  superintendent  a  very  undersirable 
person  to  be  on  the  job  here. 

The  head  and  center  of  present  Kick  are  a  certain  half 
dozeN.  Prikkett  no?.'  the  nominal  head,  Oshkenaniew  has  been  the  chief 
brains  but  within  last  few  days  he  has  dropped  aivay.  Backing  these 
men  up  are  L.  Lafrombois,  Joe  Xongley,  F.S.  Gauthier,  Alex  Kaquatosh, 
Tom  LaBeil,  McCall,  Paul  Tebeau  who  are  the  real  heads.  Their 
following  numbers  perhaps  60  possibly  75  all  of  these  attracted 
because  of  resentment  to  the  Agent  for  punishment  of  offenses 
against  law  and  order  whether  it  is  liquor  , trespass  or  enforcement  of 
payment  of  just  debt,  with  exception  of  Gauthier  and  perhaps  McCall  the 
ring  leaders  are  all  late  comers  in  the  tribe.  As  one  Indian  puts  it, 
those  who  took  their  Interest  and  money  out  of  tribe  in  1849  resided 
away  where  they  made  a  failure,  learned  the  tribe  had  gotten  wealthy 
came  bacK  now  for  r e-enrollment  -  tell  how  successful  they  were  away- 
want  land  and  funds  divided  up  again  to  be  in  their  way  again 
successful  so  that  they  will  again  have  to  come  back  to  live  on  us. 

They  are  all  part  bloods  nearly  white,  the  undesirables  of  the  reserve, 
always  on  look  out  for  easy  money  to  be  made  withoutmvork  and 
evidently  successful. 

In  my  years  here,  I  have  felt  after  each  putting  forth  my 
efforts  for  the  protection  of  the  Indian  property  or  interests-  the 
added  influence  of  the  outsiders  effected.  While  not  actually  having 
the  facts  in  my  possession  about  money  being  paid  to  certain  ones 
here  -  I  know  it.  I  know  of  conferences  in  Shawano  and  here,  which 
Mr.  Tyrell  has  attended.  It  is  co-incident  with  Mr.  Hollister's 
appearance  on  scene  on  or  about  same  time.  I  know  that  these  Indians 
have  had  the  council  of  certain  attorney's  in  Shawano  who  are  the 
attorneys  of  the  certain  lumbermen  effected.  For  instance  only 
to  day  Mr.  Tyrell  visited  Shawano  met  a  Mr.  Derosier  ,  a  part  blood 
Menominee  (  not  member)  and  received  from  hiiji  $200.00  for  which  Tyrell 
in  turn  gave  his  note  indorsed  by  some  one  else  in  Shawano  who  was 
well  enough  known  to  have  it  taken  at  First  National  Bank, 

Shawano,  the  head  official  of  which  by  the  way  is  one  of  the  claimants 
of  land  here  and  its  stockholders  more  or  less  interested.  '^he 
ostensible  purpose  of  this  $200.00  is  that  it  is  to  be  used  to  send 
Mr.  Tyrell  and  certain  witnesses  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  head  off  any 
unfavorable  report.  I  know  and  there  are  witnesses  here  who  know  of 
Derosier* s  goi  g  to  Shawano  on  Saturday  to  arrange  for  money.  I 
know  that  on  Saturday  Mr.  Prickett  phoned  Mr.  Tyrell  to  be  in  Shawano 
today  using  words  to  this  effect.  Meet  me  in  Shawano  Monday-  every¬ 
thing  all  right,  it  will  be  there,  and  this  P.M.  Mr.  Derosier  in  this 
office  admitted  he  had  loaned  Mr.  Tyrell  $200.00  on  interest  and 
Admitted  putting  note  in  bank  duly  indorsed  but  said  he  did  not  know 
who  indorsed  note.  The  story  given  out  is  that  the  Indians  are  to 
repay  then  money  to  Mr..  Tyrell  and  he  in  turn  take  up  note.  I  have 
not  yet  examined  the  register  of  Hotel-  perhaps  I  can  feet  later  from 
Bank  the  evidence  of  note  if  it  is  there  and  dates  ofTconf erences 
of  past  with  names  on  register.  I  have  felt  at  timers  the  unfriendly 
influence  of  the  W.&  N.R.R.  exerted  through  Indians  who  have  always 
been  in  their  seeming  employ  because  I  was  instrumental,  in 
turning  down  a  bill  for  several  thousand  dollars  charges  rendered 
covering  usual  wear  and  tear  on  car^tf^vice  on  their  flat  cars  while 
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engaged  in  hauling  logs  here  at  commencement  of  operation  and  also 
the  cancellation  of  a  contract  which  compelled  the  hauling  annually 
of  not  less  that  eight  million  feet  of  logs  over  their  road  at  $1.00 
per  M  figuring  I  could  do  it  for  less  money  and  now  actually  do  at  35/ 
per  M/  I  know  when  men  can  go  round  spending  money  who  have  no 
visible  income,  that  some  one  must  furfiish  it.  I  know  that  Hollister 
has  in  his  employ  the  husband  of  a  member  of  the  tribe  who  has  never 
lived  here.  His  name  is  Edick.  He  is  their  foreman  or  Supt.  I 
know  this  man’s  brotherinlaw’ s  members  of  the  tribe  are  here-  one  of 
them  Tourtil latte’ s  was  a  former  employee  in  old  days  at  this  agency 
but  was  dismissed.  I  know  that  nothing  goes  on  here  but  that  these 
people  furnish  information  outside  and  have  felt  their  influence  in 
opposition  in  here.  I  know  that  all  these  same  interests  in  the 
past  have  caused  the  sending  of  complaints  through  Senators  LaFollette 
and  Stephenson,  which  personal  interviews  on  my  part  with  office  in 
Washington  have  set  straight  and  caused  every  one  to  keep  hands 
off.  The  change  in . administration  gives  them  new  life.  Now  instead 
cbf  last  administration  influence  being  sought  it  is  the  present 
Congressman  Konop's  hand  is  plainly  seen.  It  is  announced  by  Indians 
that n  Oconto  has  as  candidate  who  is  to  take  charge,  etc.  Mr. 
Frechette  and  some  Indians,  Gauthier  and  others  visited  Oconto,  met 
Mr.  Konop  so  they  announce  and  received  his  word  that  a  change  would 
soon  take  place.  The  name  of  the  man  is  Douglass  Burns.  I  am  told 
a  former  shefiff  of  the  county  -  woods  cruiser,  etc.  Back  of  him  I 
can  discern  the  same  old  interests,  who  are  always  trying  to  get  a 
foothold  here.  Oconto, Marinette ,  Oshkosh  and  Shawano  Interests. 

But  my  story  is  no  new  one,  around  every  reserve  are  the  same 
pernicious  interests,  always  striving  to  get  at  the  Indians  natural 
resources.  I  was  not  sent  here  in  the  interests  of  any  one,  but  that 
of  good  administration.  T  v/as  selected  because  of  certain  things  I 
had  performed  in  the  past.  It  was  known  no  one  could  get  to  me.'  This 
place  prior  to  my  coming  had  been  a  hot  bed  of  corruption  and* 
mismanagement.  That  is  its  record.  I  was  sent  to  clean  up  and  I 
shall  continue  so  to  do.  Under  roy  first  administration  about 
eleven  thousand  dollars  was  compelled  to  be  repaid  to  the  Mills  for 
lumber  stolen  and  some  lumbermen  escaped  narrowly  going  to  jail. 

Work  on  lines  such  as  I  name  is  continually  going  on.  Naturally 
those  concerned  have  no  love.  If  some  one  came  in  who  would  sleep 
on  the  job,  how  pleasant  all  around  would  be  the  condition.  With  me 
out  they  think  their  goal  would  be  reached.  How  little  they  know, 

I  have  been  here  long  enough  to  have  acquired  some  real  liking  for* 
the  real  Indian.  It  would  be  real  pleasure,  to  from  the  outside 
.vork  many  times  harder  on  my  own  time  and  resources  to  prevent  the 
Indian  being  any  longer  robbed  by  his  unscrupulous  red  or  white 
brother. 
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Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Member  of  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago, Ill . 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer 


I  submit  a  report  upon  my  examination  of  logging  con¬ 


ditions  on  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation  in  accordance  with 
your  request  and  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 


Affairs 


I  reached  Neopit  on  the  morning  of  Saturday, November  29, 


1913  and  after  being  introduced  to  you  by  Superintendent  Nicholson 
left  immediately  for  the  woods  orija  logging  train.  The  party  with 
which  I  spent  the  day  sonsisted  of  the  following  persons: 


Mr.  J-.  Holland 


Mr.  Philip  Smith 


Mr,  D.F.Tyrrel 

Mr.  A. 3. Nicholson,  Superintendent  of  the  Reservation, 

Mr.  Ernest  J. Brigham,  Supt.  ofn  Logging  on  the  M 
Mr.  Lincoln  Crowell,  Deputy  Supervisor  of  Forests  " 

Mr.  Louis  LaFrombois,  an  enrolled  Menominee  Indian 
Mr,  Samuel  LaFrombois  ”  "  "  " 

Mr.. Reginald  Oshkosh  "  "  " 

Mr.  Simon  Beaupre  "  " 

Mr.  Adolph  Amour  "  "  "  „ 

Mr.  Paul  Tebeau  M  ”  " 

Mr.  Thomas  Prickett  "  ”  " 

Mr.  Robert  Sanapaw  "  "  ”  „ 

Mr.  Mitchell  Waukaw  "  "  "  « 

Mr.  Joseph  Longley  "  "  "  u 

Mr.  Mitchell  Komanekin  "  "  " 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kinney  .  _ 

The  logging  train  was  placed  at  the  disposal  oi  the 

Indians  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  fullest  freedom  to  show 

us  the  things  of  *hich  they  had  complained.  Mr.  D.F.Tyrrel,  who 

told  me  his  home  was  in  Gillett,Wis.  and  that  he  practiced  law 

there,  appeared  deeply  interested,  in  the  examination  of  the  works 


and  apparently  had  held  previous  conferences  with  the  Indians 
as  to  the  matters  complained  of.  He  said  he  had  "been  upon  the 
Reservation  before  and  had  been  over  a  large  part  of  the  past 
operations.  So  far  as  I  know  Mr.  Tyrell  was  in  no  way  the  accredited 
representative  of  the  Indians  and  was  upon  the  reservation  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Superintendent;  but  as  he  manifested  such  interest  in 
the  matters'  which  the  Indians  desired  to  bring  to  our  attention,  the 

greatest  deference  was  shown  to  him  in  the  way  of  an  investigation  of 

or 

every  instance  of  mismanagement/ rwast®  which  he  himself  offered  to 
show. 

The  logging  train  first  ran  into  a  spur  on  Sec. 17, T. 29  N. 

R.14  E. ,  half  way  to  Camp  12  from  Neopit.  Here  Louis  Lafrombois 

and  Mr.  Tyrell  took  the  lead  in  criticism  of  the  manner  in  which 

and 

logging  was  being  conducted/as  to  the  deterioration  which  had 

occurred  in  three  white  Pine  logs  that/had  been  cut  last  spring  or 

summer  and  had  not  been  skidded  until  recently.  These  logs  had 

not  been  peeled  and  the  worms  had  worked  in  them.  There  was  a 

that 

difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  damag§/had  been  done.  I 
asked  that  one  log  be^caled  full  and  then  scaled  inside  of  the  sap. 

Its  full  scale  was  370  feet;  the  scale  inside  of  sap  280  feet-  a 
difference  of  90  feet.  Some  of  the  Indians  and  Mr.  Tryel.1  insisted 
all  of  the  sap  was  practically  worthless  as  compared  with  the  v^lue 
it  would  have  had  if  it  had  not  summered  on  the  ground.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  logs  had  deteriorated  to  some  extent.  They  should 
have  been  peeled.  The  explanation  by  Mr.  Nicholson  that  they  knew 
they  would  get  the  logs  this  winter  was  not  satisfactory.  These  logs 
were  within  two  miles  of  Neopit  .either  the  trees  should  not  have  been 


cut  or  else  such  supervision  sho'fli&d  have  been  exercised,  that  they 
would  not  have  been  overlooked  and  allowed  to  lie  through  the  summer, 
especially  with  the  bark  on. 


The  objection  to  the  manner  of  logging  v/as  that  logs  which 


had  been  decked  this  autumn,  a  short  distance  from  the  railroad 
spur^ should  have  been  left  on  the  ground  and  skidded  directly  to  the 
track  when  hauling  began,  or  skidded  to  the  track  and  decked  there 
at  first.  Mr.  Lafrombois  and  Mr.  Tyrell  declared  that  there  would 
now  be  a  double  decking  expense  because  the  logs  would  be  sleigh 
hauled  to  the  track  and  decked  again.  The  distance  to  the  nearest 
deck  of  logs  was  found  by  Mr.  Crowell  to  be  75  paces,  or  150 
steps,-  about  400  feet.  Obviously  this  was  a  very  short  sleigh 
haul  if  the  logs  were  to  be  again  decked.  To  a  query  whether  he 
intended  to  deck  these  logs  again,  Mr.  Brigham  replied  , "Certainly 
not,  we  shall  load  directly  to  the  cars  from  the  sleighs1.'  When 
pressed  as  to  what  objection  they  had  in  view  of  this,  Mr.  Tyrell 
and  the  Indians  refused  to  accept  Brigham's  statement  and  said  it 
had  been  customary  on  the  Neopit  operation  to  do  the  duplicate 
decking  of  which  they  complained.  Although  Mr.  Nicholson  said  it 
had  not  been  the  custom,  the  Indians  insisted  it  had  and  I  asked 
them  to  take  us  to  some  place  where  this  had  been  done.  They 
eagerly  agreed  to  do  this,  dependence  being  placed  upon  Samuel 
Lafrombois  to  take  us  to  one  of  the  flagrant  errors  in  this  line. 

When  we  boarded  the  train,  Samuel  took  us  to  the  site  of  a  large 
landing  used  at  Camp  15  in  the  season  of  1912-13,  and  declared  this 
to  be  a  place  which  showed  the  condemned  practice.  This  was  in  the 


NW/3W  of  Sec.  10-  29-14. 
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that  Samuel  had  himself  skidded  at  this  old  landing  and  that  what 


he  objected^was,  the  unnecessary  expense  which  had  been  incurred  through 
skidding  the  logs  for  a  long  distance  directly  to  the  track  instead  of 
decking  them  where  found  and  later  sheigh-hauling  to  the  track.  That 
is,  this  landing  showed  exactly  the  oposite  of  what  was  required  as 
exidence  of  the  statements  made  by  the  Indians  at  the  landing  first 
visited.  I  am  sure  every  man  present  realized  fully  when  we  left 
this  place  that  the  evidence  which  had  been  offered  disproved 
the  previous  allegations.  I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  I  do  not 
believe  Samuel  Lafrombois  had  any  purpose  to  deceive.  He  had  simply 
misunderstood  the  situation,  and  in  their  eagerness  to  find  proof 
of  their  statements  the  others  had  not  sufficiently  inquired  into 
that  which  he  expected  to  show.  Nothing  further  was  offered  through 


that  day  or  on  the  two  following  days  to  show  that  the  Indians  had 
suffered  any  loss  through  mistake^ /judgment  on  the  part  of  the  present 


or  the  former  Supt.  of  Logging,  0/  any  Camp  foreman  in  the  decking 
of  logs. 

The  Indians  took  us  to  a  stick  of  hewn  White.  Pine  timber 
which  had  not  been  taken  from  the  woods.  This  timber  had  been  hew/n 
under  the  Louis  Kemnitz  contract  for  ship  timber.  /The  stump 
measured  31  inches  in  diameter.  The  stick  was  not  fully  squared  but 
had  waney  corners.  The  butt  end  measured  25“  from  face  to  face  each 
way  and  31“  accross  from  each  waney  corner  to  the  diagonally  opposite 
one.  The  stick  was  38  feet  long  and  the  top  measured  23-^“  from  face 
to  face  one  way,  24”  the  othejr  way,  and  26“  from  one  wane  corner  to 
another.  It  was  submitted  as  an  exhibit  of  the  great  loss  which  the 
Indians  were  suffering  through^h^^wasteful  hewing  and  the  leaving  of 
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timber  by  Kernnitz.  The  stick  bore  the  number  18#  and  other  score 
marks  whitah  Mr.  Crowell  said  were  the  private  marks  of  Kernnitz.  Mr. 
Crowell  said  the  stick  had  been  scaled  and  Mr.  Nicholson  told  me  it 
had  been  paid  for.  Since  you  left  Neopit,  I  have  taken  great  pains 
to  ascertain  whether  this  stick  was  actually  scaled  and  paid  for. 

I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Nicholson  was  mistaken.  I 
find  that  Charles  Duquaine,  a  Menominee  Indian  who  was  scaler  at 
Camp  15  last  year  declined  to  scale  waney  bofcpd  Pine  timber  on  the 
excuse  that  he  did  not  understand  how^and  that  Thomas  Smith,  a  white 
man  who  was  scaler  at  camp  14  came  down  to  camp  15  to  scale  the  Pine 


timbers  as  they  were  loaded  out  by  Kernnitz. Under  this  system  the 
stick  would  not  be  scaled  unless  Smith  went  to  the  woods  and  found  it, 
and  as  this  was  not  his  duty  there  is  little  reason  to  believed  that 
it  was  scaled.  I  had  Mr.  Smith  interviewed  and  he  said  he  $4dd  not 
remember  getting  the  scale  of  any  stick  at  Camp  15  that  was  not 
loaded  out. 

We  found  another  White  Pine  tree  which  had  evidently  been 


cut  by  Kernnitz  and  had  been  left  because  it  was  not  suitable  for 
hewn  timber.  It  had  been  peeked,  was  a  large  tree  and  Mr.  Prickett 

tx  to 

said  he  had  previously  scaled  it  and  found  it^3Q  feet  long  and  con¬ 
tained  1430  board  feet.  I  should  ^hdge  these  figures  about  right. 

At  Camp  15  on  the  NW/4  of  16-29-14  we  found  several  dry 
Pine  logs  rolled  up  for  cutting  into  fire  wood,  which  contained  some 
merchantable  lumber.  This  was  bitterly  denounced.  We  were  all  agreed 
that  some  fairly  good  lumber  could  be  made  from  two  or  three  of  the 
logs.  They  had  all  come  from  one  tree.  Dan  Hurley, £he  foreman  of 
this  camp,  said  he  had  gone  s ome^i^t.^n c e  to  get  this,  dry  wood  being 
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uncommon  in  that  locality.  There  were  certainly  extenuating  circum¬ 
stances.  Mr.  Reginald  Oshkosh  said  ftt  had  always  been  customary  to 
use  Pine  of  this  quality  or  better  at  Indian  Logging  camps.  A  certain 
amout  of  dry  pine  is  necessary  for  building  fires  and  cooking.  I 
believe  a  mistake  had  been  made  but  it  was  clearly  not  a  matter  which 
merited  the  prominence  given  to  it.  Mr.  Tyrell  made  particular 
objection  to  the  quality  of  hardwood  which  had  been  hauled  in  for  wood. 
His  remarks  were  in  my  opinion  unwarranted.  A  cook  cannot  be  expected 
to  use  wet  or  rotten  wood  when  preparing  meals  for  60  or  75  men  three 
times  a  day. 

Qn  the  NW^fSE  of  Sec. 10-29-14  we  found  quite  a/number  of  Pine 
logs  left  and  one  whole  Pine  tree  which  had  not  been  cut  into  logs. 
These  had  been  peeled.  On  the  SW/sil!  of  the  same  section  60  feet  had 
been  taken  from  a  Pine  tree  for  square  timber.  Mr.  Tyrell  objected  to 
th£  great  waste  in  slabs.  As  these  Pine  timbers  were  all  scaled  from 
one  waney  corned  to  another  and  in  16  feot  lengths,  through  allowance 
for  rise,  and  payment  was  received  for  the  full  log  scale  contents 
of  every  stick  taken,  including  the  material  removed  in  the  form  of 
slab,  the  objection  was  entirely  without  force. 

ahd 

On  the  SE/SW  of  Section  10  Hemlock  ,  Hardwood, /Pine  logs 
had  been  left.  The  ground  was  low.  Dan  Hurley  said  that  the  logs 
were  cut  late  last  spring  and  that  an  unexpected  loss  of  snow  and 


breaking  up  of  frost  prevented  the  skidding  of  theselogs  in  the  spring. 
Mr.  Crowell  said  he  personally  this  to  be  the  ease.  One  Pine  tree 
over  3  ft.  at  the  butt  and  measuring  83  feet  from  the  butt  to  the 
broken  top  had  been  fefeled  by  Kemnitz  ami  ltft  unsawn.  Ho  waste  had 
yet  resulted  and  it  can  be  gotten  tjjrf'swinter.  It  was  infconnection 
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with  the  discussion  of  the  advisability  of  cutting  such  Pine  as  this  that 
Mr/  Tyrell  declared  most  positively  that  such  trees  were  growing  at  a  &iLg& 
rate  and  that  they  were  increasing  rapidly  in  value  each  year  through 
growth  alone.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  such  a  tree  had  averaged  a 
ring  of  growth  l/3  inch  wide  each  year  throughout  its  liffe.  As  an  inspect 
tion  showed  $5  annual  rings  in  the  last  inch  of  growth  and  as  the  tree  was 
undoubtedly  more  that  225  years  old  and  probably  about  300,  the  mis¬ 
understanding  of  Mr.  Tyrrel  and  the  Indians  as  to  the  loss  which  was  being 
occasioned  through  the  cutting  of  such  Pine  was  fully  apparent.  .Qftnthe 
HE/ SE  of  10  and  the  HW/SW  of  11  were  unpeeled  Pine  logs.  Prom  one  Pine 

felled  by  Kemnitz  only  24  feet  had  been  taken.  The  12  foot  butt  log  left 

top 

scaled  530  feet  full,  and  440  feet  inside  of  sap.  The  merchantable/'  left 
measured  34  feet.  These  logs  will  be  gotten  this  winter,  but  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  Indians  they  should  not  have  been  left  over  summer  in  the 
woods. 

I  have  hade  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the  reason  why  these  logs  were 
left  .  Mr.  Kemnitz  tells  me  that  he  was  not  advised  as  to  the  particular 
sections,  quarter  sectiOBs  or  forties  on  which  he  was  to  cut  Pine  Timbers, 
but  was  told  to  get  them  in  the  locality  of  the  gerneral  logging  operations 
and  to  fell  any  Pine  from  which  he  could  probably  obtain  hewn  timbers.  It 
seems  to  me  it  was  the  clear  duty  of  the  management  to  designate  the  areas 
from  whifch  he  was  to  cut  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Logging  should 
have  kept  such  check  on  the  hewn  timber  operations  as  to  have  been  able 
to  pick  up  practically  all  of  these  Pine  logs  last  season.  As  the 
greater  part  of  the  logs  and  trees  left  by  Kemnitz  because  of  unsuitability 
for  waney  board  timbers  have  been  peeled  and  practically  all  can  be  picked 
up  this  winter  the  loss  of  thousands/ oJ^fWffTars  which  the  Indians  allege 
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is  not  apparent.  However,  there  is  abundant  evidence  of  a  lack  of  care. 

The  fault  is  inexcusable.  In  my  opinion  the  blame  lies  primarily  upon 

Mr.  Charles  Woodcock,  the  former  superintendent  of  Logging,  but  I  cannot 

.Hiicholaon. 

excuse  ?  Superintendent  /  Certainly  the  relationships  of  Indians  and 
Indian  Service  employees  on  this  reservation  should  have  been  such  that 
conditions  of  this  sort,  known  to  many^persons,  should  not  have  been 

3/ 

permitted  to  continue  unremedied.  X 

We  visited  the  area  cut  from  Camp  11  which  was  located  in  the 
NE/NW  of  Sec.  31  T.30  N.  R.15  E.  This  camp  was  built  in  November  1910 
after  the  beg  Evergreen  firs  and  was  used  two  years.  Here  we  observed 
a  good  white  pine  log  18  feet  long  right  beside  the  track,  and  only  a 
short  haul  away,  2  whole  trees  each  containing  more  than  60  lineal  feet 
of  merchantable  length  ,  14  large  white  pine  logs  and  1  squared  timber  40 
feet  in  length  on  the  S#/NE  of  36-30-14.  These  were  said  to  have  been 
cut  the  spring  of  1913  and  had  that  appearance.  They  were  not  peeled  and 
it  will  now  be  necessary  to  haul  them  to  camp  17  about  one  mile  distant. 
The  SW/4  of  Sec.  31-30-15  was  logged  in  1911.  Some  logs  were  left  here 
and  merchantable  dead  Pine  left  standing.  Some  of  the  dead  Pine  which 
was  here  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Tyrrel  as  constituting  great  waste  had 
evidently  been  burned  after  an  old  logging  operation  and  had  been  dead 
10  or  15  years.  In  this  connection  it  seems  to  me  proper  to  observe  that 
Mr.  Tyrrel ’s  position  w£s  quite  inconsistent  in  that  he  magnified  greatly 
the  loss  through  worm  damage  to  greenPine  logs  which  had  lain  but  a  few 
months  and  yet  maintained  that  the  language  of  a  mill  man,  who  had  told 
that  any  Pine  board  which  would  hold  together  was  worth  sawing,  must  be 
accepted  literally.  Here  night  ncaine  upon  us  and  we  took  the  train  to 
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Neopit . 

On  Sunday  morning  we  again  took  the  logging  train  to  the  woods. 
One  or  two  Indians  remained  at  Neopit  and  two  or  three  others  joined  us 
including  Thomas  LaBelle  and  Hose  Kitson.  We  first  inspected  a  railroad 
fill  on  the  SW/NE  of  Sec.  10-29-14.  The  Will  was  IS  feet  or  over,  and 
the  eut  at  each  side  of  the  fill  about  six  feet.  Merchantable  Hemlock 
and  Hardwood  logs  had  been  used  in  the  fill.  Mr.  Tyrrel  argued  that  un¬ 
merchantable  and  decayed  logs  which  could  be  obtained  in  that  locality, 
sould  have  been  used  for  the  fill.  Mr.  Prickett  said  more  dirt  should 
have  been  used  and  declared  the  greater  part  of  the  dirt  from  the  cut 
had  been  hauled  away.  Yet,  he  admitted  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of 
where  it  had  been  taken  or  whether  any  actually  had  been  hauled  away.  His 
statements  in  this  matter  ware  absolutely  worthless  as  evidence.  Any  one 
at  all  familiar  with  logging  road  construction  would  appreciate  the  utter 
folly  of  Mr.  Tyreel's  proposition  that  a  heavy  fill  of  this  characte.  on  a 
main  line  logging  road  where  a  50  ton  locomotive  was  used  should  be  built 
largely  of  unsound  logs  and  wood  trash. 

On  Sec.  31-30-15  near  quarter  corner  of  Sec.  30-  and  31  we  found 
a  dozen  good  Pine  logs  and  on  the  NE/NW  of  31  a  culvert  timber.  In  Sec. 
30  near  the  line  of  Sec.  31  were  a  dozen  white  pine  logs  lying  in  a  swamp 
for  a  R.R.  grade.  In  the  NE/NW  of  Sec.  si,  SW  of  camp  11  (Walter  quick, 
foreman)  were  21  Hemlock  logs  andn  8  Pine  logs  cut  in  1910-1911.  Between 
camp  11  and  the  Railroad  track,  300  feet  apart,  we  found  10  good  quality 
white  pine  logs. 

I  have  no  douht  thate  were  Pine  logs  left  which  I  did  not  »see 
and  many  Hemlock  trees  were  left  standing  besides  the  logs  left.  Mose 
Kitson  took  us  to  a  log  and  dirt  c-a^rf^d  bridge  and  fill  on  the  NW/4 
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of  Sec.  31-30-15.  Kitson  said  4  men) including  himself)  and  one  team 
worked  two  days  cutting  and  skidding  logs  for  this  fill.  Mr.  Peterson 
who  had  charge  of  this  work  said  about  12,000  feet  were  put  i#  there; only 
one  Pine  log.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  fill  could  not  hav^been 
more  cheaply  made.  Mr.  Tyreel  declared  that  this  was  a  locality  which 
he  had  particularly  in  mind  in  his  statement,  that  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  timber  had  been  waster.  I»- 

The  logging  railroad  grade  beyond  Camp  11  as  constructed  in 
1910  followed  a  small  creek  for  about  l/2  mile  through  low  ground.  It 
appears  that  after  thejfirst  year’s  logging  was  completed  a  cut-off  was 
made  skirting  the  slope  of  a  hill.  The  length  of  the  cut-off  was  not 
over  1/3  of  a  mile.  On  the  cut-off  wt  was  necessary  to  remove  loose 
dirt  and  stones  a  depth  of  3  ft.  to  i3  ft.  for  a  distance  of  550  or  600  ft. 
The  average  depth  of  the  cut  was  placed  at  4  feet.  John  Peterson,  Asst. 
Supt.  of  Logging  said  the  cut-off  was  built  in  June  1912  to  bring  out  the 
logs  from  Camp  12B  located  in  the  HB/SW  of  sec.  20-30-15.  This  cut  was 
shown  as  an  exhibit  of  a  useless  expenditure  of  Indian  funds  in  the 
relocation  of  a  railroad  grade.  Mr.  Peterson  told  me  that  the  expense  of 
upkeep  on  the  ola  road  bed  was  very  heavy  because  of  its  location  in  low 
ground  and  its  many  curves,  that  the  cut-off  was  built  so  as  to  get  a 
good  roadbed  for  the  hauling  of  heavy  trains  of  logs.  He  thought  the 
expense  justified.  To  quite  an  extent  his  explanation  was  plausible  in 
view  of  the  condition  there.  The  cost  of  the  cut-  probably  was  not  very 
heavy.  Supt.  Nicholson  remained  at  Neopit  Sunday.  He  later  explained 
that  this  cut-off  was  built  as  a  passing  track  for  trains.  This 
explanation  also  seemed  plausible.  I^r€gret  to  say  that  the  conflicting 
explanations  of  Mr.  Nicholson  andL^I^Tpeterson  left  meA  s  ome  doubt  as  to 
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just  why  the  cut-off  was  made.  As  a  test  to  Mr.  Peterson (s  memory  and  as 
a  check  against  his  having  failed  to  remember  circumstances  while  talk¬ 

ing  with  me,  I  called  him  on  the  phone  later  and  requested  a  restatement 
from  him  as  to  why  this  cut-off  was  made,  he  gave  the  sole  reason  as  the 
need  of  a  better  track,  saying  that  only  5  or  6  cars  could  be  brought  over 
the  swamp  location  and  that  they  wished  to  bring  12  cars  direct  in,  past 
this  point,  from  camp  12B.  He  said  positively  and  repeatedly  that  the 
rails  from  the  old  grade  werejplaced  on  the  cut-off.  I  am  convinced  Mr. 
Nicholson  is  mistaken  as  to  the  "passing  track"  proposition.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  making  of  the  new  grade  was  an  unnecessary 
expense . 

The  logs  which  #om  LaBelle  cut  dm  the  East  side  of  R.xv.  in  NW/s^ 
of  Sec.  32-30-15  in  1912  were  hauled  to  a  landing  along  side  this  cut-off. 
■^aBelle  used  Camp  11.  He  said  the  Tails  beyond  the  cut-off  and  on  the 
old  circuitous  grade  had  been  taken  up  before  that  time.  Mr.  Tyrrel  had 
pointed  out  Hemlock  ties,  which  had  been  laid  as  a  travel  bed  for 
horses  used  on  a  jammer  in  loading  LaBell  ’  s  logs,  as  an  exhibition  of 
waste.  Mr.  Tyrrel fs  statement  that  110  of  these  ties  were  all  salable|.vas 
,  absurd.  There  was  hardly  a  tie  among  them  that  would  have  met  standard 
specifications  when  new  and  practically  all,  and  I  believ'e  all,  had  been 
used  once  as  shown  by  the  spike  holes.  LaBelle  paid  #36.00  for  use  of 
carapll  and  $30.  for  use  of  sleigh*  for  season  1912-13,  cut  500,000  feet, 
hauled  about  2  miles,  received  $6.00  per  M  and  cleared  $1.00  per  M. 

These  were  his  own  statements  to  me. 

In  the  Sw/4  of  Sec.  32-30-15  attention  was  directed  to  Cedar 
cut  out  of  the  logging  road  in  1910  and  Mr.  Tyrrel  said  this  was 

that  which  he  had  referred  to  tement  he  had  filed.  Northwest 


of  camp  11  we  found  a  2d  cut  in  a  PiiWleft,  it  scaled  full  550  feet  and 
380  feet  inside  of  sap;  at  lower  end  was  a  10  in.  defect  in  heart  and 
at  top  6  in.  We  placed  it  at  average  of  8  inches.  The  tree  was  a  wind 
fall,  and  the  2d  cut  very  knotty.  The  3d  log  was  crotched  but  contained 
180  feet.  Another  6  foot  cut  which  might  have  been  taken  scaled  220  feet 
full  but  had  8  in.  center  rot.  There  We*eals0  ‘tw0  small  logs  in  the 
top,  but  the  tree  had  been  dead  years  and  worms  were  in  it  long  ago.-  It 
was  only  20  rods  from  R.A.  Farther  along  the  trace  was  a  small  pipe  of 
Cedar „  a  Pine  log  and  a  Cedar  pole  30jor  40  ft.  long,  close  to  track. 

Away  a  few  rods  Mr.  Tyrrel  reported  he  found  .  30  foot  left  in  a  Pine 
from  which  the  butt  cut  was  taken,  and  Hemlock  legs  left.  This  was  about 
40  rods  from  h.R.  j  was  talking  with  Mr.  Prickett  when  he  made  this 
examination.  His  statement  that  he  would  make  a  record  of  any  refusal  on 
my  part  to  go  in  and  see  timber,  prompted  me  to  record  that  which  he 
reported.  I  accept  his  report  without  reservation. 

On  the  NE/4  of  36-30-14  was  a  White  Pine  cutfand  left.  Hollow 
butt  log  12  feet  long.  Had  it  been  rolled  out  one  could  crawl  through  it, 
but  rim  was  sound  and  I  allowed  200  feet  scAle;  2d  log  480  feet,’  3d  log 
480’ top  piece  about  5  feet  long  allowed  140  feet.  Hear  by  was  a  26  in. 
Norway  stump  only  a  12  or  14  ft  log  taken;  reat  good}.  On  NW/4  of  31  a 
horse  jammer  left.  I  noted  boom  stick  broken  inihalf ,  brace  to  this 
broken  and  one  runner  split;  not  mf  much  value.  A  16  ffcot  Hemlock  near 
sleigh  road  cited  as  waste  I  found  cut  from  a  dead  tree,  full  scale  270 
feet,  actual  sound  material  not  over  50;  haul  to  &.R.  nearly  l/2  mile. 
Noted  several  Hemlock  skids  left,  one  Hemlock  log  scaled  180  feet. 

On  Monday  the  engine  ,  and  caboose  were  again  placed  at  our 
disposal.  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Smitj^^nd  Mr .  Nicholson  did  not  go  with  us; 
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practically  all  of  the  Indians  who  went  Saturday  wBnt  with  us  and  also 
John  Warrenton,  Alexander  Warren ton,  James  Boyd  and  others*  Mitchell 
Waukaw  was  not  with  us  hut  his  son  was.  This  trip  was  made  f  oi^the 

especial  purpose  of  showing  me  waste  observed  late  Sunday  afternoon  during  h 

the  hour  when  I  was  not  with  the  main  party.  Mdch^was  made  of  the  loss 
in  a  heavy  fill  on  a  sleigh  road  in  the  NW.NE  of  Sec.  6-29-15.  This  area 
was  logged  from  Camp  12&  in  1910-11  under  John  Peterson,  then  camp  foreman. 
The  greater  portion  of  logs  in  this  fill  ’were  said  to  he  large  white  Pine 

of  good  quality,  lichen  brought  there  I  at  once  recognized  that  nearly  all 

of  the  logs  were  extremely  punky,  and  insisted  upon  a  critical  inspection  of 
every  one  of  them.  We  went  over  them  one  by  one  and  agreed  Whether  they 
were  worth  taking  to  the  mill  or  not.  Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Tyrrel  as 
to  the  losing  of  time.  However,  he  remained  and  Examined  the  logs  with 


me  and  the  Indians^ particularly  with  James  Boyd  whom  the  Indians  had 
evidently  taken  because  he  had  scaled  logs  on  the  mill  deck  at  Neopit. 

Boyd  sued  the  scale  rule.  When  v/e  were  through  ,  of  the  "dozens"  of 
"excellent"  logs  used  for  the  fill.,  only  three  16  foot  logs  had  been 
agreed  to  be  ?vOrth  taking  to  the  mill.  In  the  second  fill  a  few  rods 
beyond  we  found  only  one  Pine  log  that  we  agreed  should  have  been  milled 
and  this  scaled  only  80  feet  sound  material.  A  white  pine  beside  this 
fill  and  in  a  bad  place  to  get  scaled  440  feet  full  and  Boyd  allowed  280 
feet.  Just  beyond  a  Norway  beside  the,  road  scaled  100  feet,  sound  material. 
A  White  Pine  50  ft.  from  road  scaled  210  feet.  A  broken  pine  on  side  hill 


V 

on  left  scaled  140  feet  any  100  feet.  Another  top  scaled  4o  feet.  An 
old  fallen  tree  near  road'  would  certainly  scale  out  more  thato  500  feet  of 


sound  material. 
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Just  beyond^2  Norway  skids  which  had  been  sawn  into  logs  had 
been  left.  They  scaled  60  feet  60  feet  -t~  70  feet  -f  80  feet  -  260  feet 

and  110  ft.  ~t  100  ft-f-80  ft.  -f- 60  ft.  ~  350  feet  respectively.  Me  found 
another  skid  of  4  logs,  12  in.  at  top,  16  in.  at  butt,  and  then  4  ifijare 
Norway  skids  of  5  logs  each.  We  then  came  to  a  bridge  over  a  ravine.  On 
top  of  the  high  cribs  of  Hemlock  logs  had  been  used  two  Norway  stringers, 
otfeodf  these  was  57  feet  long,  the  other  84  feet.  I  believe  stiff,  sound 
stringers  were  necessary  on  this  bridge. 

Jus£  beyond  this  and  in  an  area  almost  directly  west  of  Camp  12A 
and  about  one  half  mile  from  it  we  found  pine  logs  left  in  the  elevated  drive 
-ways  which  had  been  built  for/ "getting  of  logs  onto  the  skids.  We  scaled  pine 
logs  in  the  1st  drive  a  s  follows:-,  240, 300,  80,  330, 160, 100, 100,  240,  and 
60,  i.e.  9  logs  with  total  scale  of  1530  feet,  and  three  Norway  scaling 
60,40  and  20  or  a  total  of  130  feet.  In  another  skid  dirve  way  we  scaled 
as  follows.  White  Pine  210,  40:;  250  and  Norway  60,100, 70,  120, 180.,  210^ 
180,140^1060  feet.  Beyopd  this  point  there  were  left  in  a  ravine  White 
Pine  100^79-40-70-60-  340  feet,  and  Norway  180-40-180-  400  feet.  We 
noted  onejother  Pine  containing  210  feet.  These  logs  were  ijl  a  very  rough 

fcocky  glaciei  morain  but  I  believe  the  leaving  of  them  absolutely  inexcusable. 

I  noted  12  hemlock  and  2  pine  3kids  left; 
v-  On  our  way  into  this  cutting  from  camp  18/ the  later  were  not  put 

in  by  Peterson  but  were  the  remains  of  old  Indian  Logging?. and  were  70  ft. long. 

Both  in  going  to  this  Pintfc  and  returning  we  passed  through 
Paul  Tebeau's  celebrated  Cedar  cutting.  Hundreds  of  cedar  logs  were  left 
here.  I  understand  that  Tebeay  was  giYen  a  contract  to  cut  out  the  Cedar 
that  he  cut  these  logs  in  1911-12  and  got  none  of  them  out,  that  he  then 
asked  for  another  contract  in  1912-13  and  that  the  management  would  not 
permit  him  to  go  in  again.  I  understapd^that  the  operation  had  furnished 


-15- 

his  camp  with,  all  tools  and  supplies  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity. 

He  failed  to  get  the  cedar  which  he  cut  that  winter  out  to  the  railroad 
grade.  The  next  year  the  best  interests  of  the  operation  were  thought 
to  demand  the  pulling  up  of  the  steel  on  the  nearest  track,  the  cedar  was 
left  and  the  management  would  back  Tebeau  no  longer,  ^f  these  be  the 
facts  .and  I  have  heard  no  one  dispute  them,  whate^r  loss  the  Menominee 
Indians  have  suffered  has  been  chiefly  due  to  the  default  6f  one  of  the 
tribe,  Paul  Tebeau. 

I  believe  no  serious  loss  was  suffered  as  to  stumpage.  The 
cedar  was  of  only  fair  quality.  A  comparatively  smalP  proportion  of  it 
would  have  gone  as  poles  if  it  would  have  been  cut  green.  It  was  in  the 
burned  distric  of  1910.  The  Northwestern  Cedar-men’s  Association  Kules 
will  not  admit  burned  timber  for  cedar  poles  and  ties.  All  of  Tebeau’ s 
cuttings  were  into  logs  which  would  be  used  for  shingles^.  I  find  from 
the  Annual  report  of  Neopit  operation  for  the  year  ending  Sept. 30, 1912 
that  every  thousand  feet  of  shingles  manufactured,  cost,  including 
stumpage,  $2.45  per  M,  that  the  shingles  sold  during  the  same  period 
averaged  only  $1.71  per  M  .  This  shows  a  loss  of  substantially  .75  per  M. 
Thus  it  is  clear  that  whatever  criticism,  is  given  the  management  on  this 

V 

Tebeau  cedar  proposition  should  be/for  letting  Mr.  Tebeau  undertake  to  cut 

him 

any  cedar,  rather)''  than  for  failing  to  perm i^  to  cut  more.  Until  shingles 
manufactured  from,  this  materical  can  be  sold  at  a  profit  the  best  interests 
of  the  Matfbminee  Indians  demand  that  the  dead  cedar  in  the  SE/s-^  of  Sec. 

31  and  SW/SW  of  Sec.  32  30-15  and  the  NE/NE  of  Sec.  6  and  NW/NW  of  Sec.  5- 
29-15  be  left  standing. 
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I  have  recited  at  great  length  the  details  of  this  three  day 

examination.  I  fully  realize  that  the  reading  of  so  long  a  report  is  even 

more  exhausting  than  its  preparation  but  the  allegations  of  mismanagement 

at  Neopit  have  been  so  persistently  and  vigorously  urged  that  I  have  felt 

that  it  was  best  while  my  original  field  notes  were  available  and  my 

memory  of  details  clear  to  set  do?/n  in  very  complete  form  the  facts  as  they 

were  represented  and  as  they  were  actually  found.  I  have  made  frequent 

reference  to  Mr.  D.F.Tyrrel.  As  I  understand  it  Mr.  Tyrrel  was  in  no  sense 

authorized  to  act  for  the  Menominee  Indians  either  as  a  tribe  or  as 

Individuals.  He  manifested  deep  interest  in  their  affairs  and  told  me 

the  services  which  he  had  tried  to  render  had  all  been  gratuitous.  He  is 

an  earnest,  energetic  man.  {n  thebthree  days  that  I  was  with  him  in  the 

woods  I  became  convinced  that  his  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of 

lumbering  was  quite  limited  and  the  standards  which  he  had  applied  fitrr 

arriving  at  a  determination  of  gains  and  losses  in  the  lumbering  business 

were  not  sound.  For  instance  he  felt  a  great  loss  had  been  suffered  when 

he  found  burned  cedar  and  Hemlock  left  standing  or  used  for  railroad  fills 

I  have  shown  above  that  there  was  a  loss  suffered  on  every  thousand  feet 

of  cedar  brought  to  the  mill.  Let  us  discuss  Hemlock.  I  find  from  the 

Neopit  records  that  the  average  cost  of  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  lumber 

at  Neopit  from  July  1,1910  to  Sept.  30,1911  was  $10.53  without  stumpage 

charge.  The  average  price  received  for  Hemlock  during  the  period  Julyl  to 

Dec.  31,1910  was  only  $11.19.  Thus  in  the  fall  of  1910  when  the  Evergreen 

lire  burned  millions  of  feet  of  Hemlock,  there  was  no  expectancy  of 

$ 

receiving  for  stumpage  and  profit  more  than  .6$  per  K-even  on  green 
Hemlock.  However  during  that  period  QjQfi&fOQQ  of  Hemlock  were  cut  in  the 
face  of  these  conditions.  Dur inc^Wfeyear  October  1,1911  to  Sept. 30, 1912 
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the  Menominee  Mills  cut  22,000,000  feet  of  Hemlock.  The  average  price 
received  for  Hemlock  during  this  period  was  only  $11.28  per  M.  If  we 
subtract  from  this  $9  .92  the  average  cost  of  manufacturing  all  species 
during  that  period  we  have  left  only  $1.56  for  stumpage  and  profit.  Clearly 
no  great  loss  was  suffered  through  the  leaving  of  burned  Hemlock  in  the 
woods.  I  know  that  other  manufacturers  of  Hemlock  in  Wisconsin  claimed 
during  that  period  thaty  they  ®ould  not  afford  to  pay  more  than  $1.00 
per  M  for  Hemlock  stumpage. 

1  should  speak  of  two  more  matters  brought  to  my  attention  on 
these  three  days,  we  found  a  second  squared  pine  timber  left  in  the  woods. 
This  was  south  of  Camp  14.  It  had  been  sawn  into  logs  and  skidded. 

Mr.  Crowell  told  me  that  he  examined  it  before  skidding  and  found  one 
end  marked  U.S.  with  a  hammer.  This  indicated  that  it  had  been  scaled 
and  paid  f*p-  by  Mr.  Kemnitz.  We  found  a  watering  trough  at  Camp  19  <hig 


out  from  a  Pine  log.  Mr.  Peterson  told  me  it  was  made  at  Camp  12  and  had 
I 

now  been  ii/use  three  years.  A  trough  could  have  been  made  more  cheaf^ji 
from  plan/,  but  the  loss  has  been  greatly  exaggerated. 

On  Monday  evening  I  was  asked  if  I  would  go  up  near  Askenet  the 
next  day  to  examine  the  Kemnitz  cuttings  in  Hock  Elm.  I  had  reports 
which  must  be  done  and  told  the  Indians  to  send  tv/o  or  three  of  oheir 
number  up  there  to  measure  some  logs  and  waste^to  measure  the  area  covered 
and  to  report  to  me  what  they  founa. 

Simon  Beaupre  and  Joseph  Longley  went.  They  reported  in  the  late 
afternoon  that/  they  visited  Sec.  5  T.28  N  R  14  East,  that  they  scaled  a 

waste  of  6270  feet  of  timber  fit  for  saw  timber  on  an  area  which  they 

bCr 

estimated  to/10  acres.  They  had  not  paced  or  measured  the  area.  This 
waste  was  found  in  19  elm  tops,  2  wholej@,J**"TaIlen  and  left,  and  one  elm 
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whlch  had  been  notched  and  left  and  later  filled  by  the  wind.  They  al® 
found  2  maples,  1  Birch  and  1  Basswood  fallen  and  left.  This  cutting  isas 
done  in  the  spring  of  1913  when  Simon  Beaupre  was  the  forest  guard  in 
charge  of  the  scaling  of  Rock  Elm. 


Mr.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Crowell,  and  Mr.  Kemnitz  tell  me  that 


every  Elm  tree  which  Kemnitz  falls  he  is  expected  to  pay  for.  If  he  hews 
an  iElm  and  does  not  take  it  he  pays  for  it  at  the  rate  which  he  pays  for 
square  timber  which  he  actually  ships  and  if  by  mistake  he  falls  an  Elm 


which  prooves  to  be/defective  that  he  does  not  hew  he  pays  the  regular 
stumpage  rate  of  $5.00  at  which  the  Neopit  operation  charges  itself. 

He  also  pays  the  regular  stumpage  rates  on  every  tree  of  any  other  species 
that  he  fells  or  breaks  down. 


If  any  thing  has  been  lost  to  the  Indians  through  lack  of  proper 


scaling  the  fault  lies  primarily  with  Simon  Beaupre,  a  Menominee  Indian, 
whom  the  management  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  scaling  all  of  this  timber. 


I  have  confined  my  remarks  to  the  ;voods  end  of  this  proposition 


as  much  as  possible.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Menominee  Indians 
have  received  far  higher  stumpage  rates  through  the  sale  of  thffis  Rock  EI91 
and  White  Pine  for  hewn  timbers  than  they  possibly  could  have  received  if'i 
the  trees  had  been  cut  into  logs  and  brought  to  the  mill  or  had  been 
cut  into  logs  and  sold  for  sawmill  purpose? at  private  sale,  auction  or 
sealed  bids, to  mills  outside  the  reservation.  I  have  gone  into  this 
matter  tfery  thoroughly  with  the  employees  here  and  especially  withMr. 
Crowell.  I  have  checked  over  carefully  with  him  the  comparative  figures 
which  he  has  prepared.  There  is  now  on  file  at  the  Neopit  office  s 
sufficient  data  and  comparisons  to  explode  completely  every  allegation 


that  has  been  made  to  the  effect  th  ine  and  Rock  Elm  which 
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has  been  sold  as  squared  timbers  at  Neopit  could  have  been  more  profitable 
utilized  in  another  form. 


I  have  already  expressed  in  plain  terms  my  opinion  of  the 


amount  of  Pine  timber  which  has  been  left  in  the  woods^it  Neopit  in  the 
last  three  years,  expecially  in'  1910-11  and  in  the  loose  and  unbusiness 
like  manner  in  which  Pine  timbers  have  been  cut  in  the  past  year  with 
the  result  that  many  logs  of  the  fcighfeet  value  have  been  exposed  to 
worms  during  the  summer. 


Respectfully, 


K-TMF 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

neopit,  wis.  Dec.  10th,  1913. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

EASTWOOD* 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINQLE3 

LATH 


Mr.  dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 

In  my  report  of  December  5th,  1913  to  you  regarding  the 
lumbering  operation  conducted  by  the  Indian  Service  at  Neopit  on  the 
Menominee  Indian  Reservation  in  Wisconsin,  I  gave  you  in  detail  the 
most  faithful  word  picture  that  I  could  of  the  conditions  as  I  actually 
found  them  during  an  investigation  extending  over  the  four  days  November 
29th  to  December  2nd, 1913  inclusive.  I  thought  it  advisable  to  put 
into  permanent  form  a  statement  of  the  facts  as  presented  to  us  by  the 
Indians  and  purposely  avoided  an  expression  of  my  personal  opinions 
upon  the  situation,  except  so  far  as  was  necessary  in  order  to  give  you 
a  clear  view  of  the  "setting"  of  particular  occurences  in  the  woods 

and  of  the  general  impression  which,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  those  occurences 
would  make  upon  any  one.  That  is ,1  aimed  to  confine  myself  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  function  of  a  witness  and  to  present  facts  from  which 
you  coula  draw  conclusions.  In  compliance  with  your  subsequent  request  , 
I  shall  now  express  briefly  my  own  conclusions  as  to  what  I  found  at 
Neopit.  I  shall  discuss  the  woods  end  of  the  operation  chiefly  for  I 
have  as  yet  had  but  limited  opportunity  to  investigate  conditions  at  the 
mill  and  I  know  that  you  were  able  to  make  a  personal  examination  of 
conditions  in  the  mill  and  lumber  yard. 

Prior  to  the  autumn  of  1910  all  logging  under  the  Act  of  March 
28,1908  (35  Stat.L.51)  had  been  conducted  in  the  area  west  of  Neopit 
along  the  branch  line  of  the  Wisconsin  Northern  Railroad  and  in  a  small 
area  near  the  main  line  of  this  railroad  at  the  southern  border  of  the 
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of 

The  year  1910  was  one/fcafceptional  droughtand  severe  forest 
fires.  In  the  late  summer  or  autumn  of  that  year  a  fire  burned  about 
50,000,000  feet  of  timber  in  parts  of  Sections  24  and  36  of  Township  30 
North  Range  14  East  and  Sections  19, SO, 29, 30  and  31  of  Township  30 
North  Range  14  East.  The  large^of  this  timber  was  white  pine.  It  was 
of  course  recognized  that  the  worms  would  seriously  injure  this  timber 
if  it  were  not  logged  within  two  years.  Very  late  in  the  fall  of  1910 
work  was  begun  on  a  logging  railroad  which  connected  with  tlie  Wisconsin 
Northern  near  the  center  of  Section  33  T.  30  N.  R.  14  E.  and  extended  in 
an  easterly  direction  to  the  burned  area.  Logging  operations  during 
the  following  two  years  were  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  timber 
which  had  been  burned,  in  the  fall  of  .1910  three  camps  11,12A  and  14 
were  built  in  the  burned  district.  These  camps  directed  their  efforts 
chiefly  toward  the  saving  of  the  white  pine  which  had  been  burned. 

Sver  15,000,000  feet  of  Pine  were  cut  and  decked.  As  soon  as  the 
railroad  could  be  completed  in.  the  spring  of  1911  the  hauling  of  these 
logs  to  the  mill  began.  Fortunately  no  fire  occurred  in  the  summer  of 
1911  and  the  burned  Pine  was  brought  to  the  mill  anu  manufactured  at 


a  satisfactory  profit. 

The  only  really  serious  waste  of  timber  in  the  woods  to  which 
our  attention  was  directed  consisted  of  the  whit^ and  Norway  Pine  logs 
which  were  not  taken  out  from  a  part  of  the  area  logged  in  1910-11 • 

As  I  have  said  in  my  report  of  December  5th  the  leaving  of  white  pine 
logs  of  the  quality  which,  we  found  seems  entirely  inexcusable,  but  when 
consideration  is  given  to  the  very  unusual  conditions  which  existed  there 
at  the  time  ,  it  is  easy  to  undagjfcand  how  the  Supt.  of  Logging  then 


in  charge  might  have  become  somewhat  indifferent  to  the  aim  of  clean 
logging  in  his  effort  to  make  every  stroke  of  work  count  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  big  things  in  hand.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  condoning  or  palliating  the  failure  oi  the  management  to 
pick  up  valuable  pine  logs  lying  near  the  railroads  and  sheigh  roads, 
but  I  am  presenting  the  above  facts  as  a  reasonable  explanation  of  why 
results  were  as  we  found  them.  It  must  be  admitted  that  Hr.  C.H.  Wood¬ 
cock,  the  superintendent  of  Logging,  worked  with  tremendous-  energy  and 
that  what  ever  his  faults  and  mistakes  may  have  been,  he  succeeded  in 
bringing  the  logs  from  the  Evergreen  district  to  the  Menominee  Mills 
at  Neopit  at  an  exceptionally  low  figure.  The  cost  of  logs  in  the  pond 
at  Neopit  cut  during  the  year  1910  to  1912  inclusive  in  the  Evergreen 
district,  was  from  $1.00  to  $2.  less  than  the  cost  of  logs  under 
similar  conditions  at  other  mills  in  Wisconsin. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  timber  cut  in  1911-12  consisted 

of  Hemlock  (22,000,000  feet).  The  leaving  of  burned  Hemlock  uncut 

/ 

within  the  area  of  logging  operations  of  1910-1911  and  1911-12  was 
pointed  out  by  the  Indians  as  particularly  representative  of  mismanage¬ 
ment.  As  1  have  observed  in  my  report  of  Dec.  5th  the  hemlock  market 
in  the  autumn  of  1910  gave  promise  of  a  margin  of  only  66  cents  per 
thousand  in  the  manufacture  of  hemlock  lumber  and  this  $.66  must  cover 
both  stumpage  and  profit.  The  amount  realized  for  both  stumpage  and 
profit  on  Hemlock  sold  during  the  period  Oct.l  1911  to  Sept. 50, 1912 
was  only  $1.56.  The  cost  of  manufacturing  this  lumber  was  not  above 
the  average  cost  at  other  mills  of  the  same  grade  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin.  Clearly  the  management  made  no__  pi  stake  in  devoting  its 
chief  energies  toward  the  savtn^fpire  rather  than  Hemlock,  and  the 
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enormous  loss,  which  has  been  alleged  through  the  leaving  of  the  less 
accessible  hemlock  and  that  of  poorer  quality,  never,  in  fact,  occurred. 

The  Cedar  cut  by  Paul  Tebeau  and  left  in  the  woods  was  within 
the  logging  area  of  1911-12.  This  operation  looks  bad.  The  loss  in 
stumpage  value  there  v/as  not  serious,  but  ehe  amount  expended  by  the 
Mills  in  ‘'staking"  the  Indian  contractor , Tebeau,  in  this  liggling 
attempt  to  cut  and  land  cedar  was  a  clear  loss.  It  is  hard  to  f ix 
responsibility  in  such  a  case  as  this.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  Juct 
to  criticise  Mr.  Nicholson  too  harshly  for  disastrous  results  which 
flowed  from  an  attempt  on  his  part  to  ecourage  an  Indian  in  industry. 

Aside  from  the  leaving  of  pine, hemlock  and  cedar  in  1910-11 
and  1911-12  no  evidence  of  waste  cr  mismanagement  of  any  serious  con¬ 
sequence  was  presented  except  the  laaaving  of  unpeeled  pirie  logs  in  the 
woods- during  the  summer  of  1913  from  the  square  timber  operation  and 
other  cutting  of  1912-13.  The  number  of  such  logs  was  not  large.  I 
should  judge  the  'hole  amount  tl  left  -  Ld  not  exceed  20,000  feet. 

At,  a  stumpage  of  $11.  per  H,  this  timber  has  a  value  of  $220.  Even 

if  ohese  logs  be  given  a  stumpage  value  double  this  amount  the  value 

/ 

is  not  of  great /relative  importance  in  connection  with  a  lumbering 
plant  1  egging  JbQ, 000, 000  feet  a  year.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
that  the  stumpage  value. of  these  particular  logs  for  sa.ving  into  timber 
at  Neopit,  or  as  £ ny  other „  mill  was  less  than  $20.  per  M.  For  the 

saxe  of  argument  let  us  put  the  value  at  $20.  per  M.  This  gives  a 

value  of  $400.  to  all  that  was  left.  The  depreciation  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  be  placed  above  10 %  ,  or  $40.  Is  not  this  a  mere  bagatelle 

compared  with  the  loss  of  time  cash  which  have  been  expended  by  the 


me  c 
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Indians  in  an  unwise  and  misdirected  attempt  to  make  the  little  hill 
of  no.1-fe--i3a.nce  appe  ir  a  mountain  of  mal-f easance?  I  am  sincerely 
thankful  that  the  Indians  observed  the  mistake  that  had  been  made 
and  that  they  desire  to  direct  attention  to  it.  I  cannot  escape  the 
conviction  that  if  all  of  them  had  been  perfectly  honest  and  possessed 
of  a  really  heathful  public  spirit  the  matter  would  have  been  repotted 
to  Supt.  Nicholson  and  probably  corrected.  And  it  is  but  just  that  I 
should  say  that  in  my  opinion  more  things  of  this  character  would  be 
reported  to  Mr.  Nicholson  if  his  attitude  toward  fche  Indians  and  his 
employees  were  less  reserved.  If  Mr.  Nicholson  were  more  approachable 
possibly  there  would  be  less  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  to 
confide  their  imperfect  knowledge  and  fancied  wrongs  to  persons  having 
a  limited  and  biased  perspective  of  affairs  upon  the  reservation. 

^x^yhen  sifted  the  charges  of  'waste  and  loss  in  connection  with 
the  cutting  of  white  pine  and  rock  elm  timbers  were  found  to  be  of 
little  substance.  The  slabs  taken  from  the  pine  timbers  had  been 
paid  for.  An  exceptionally  high  price  had  been  received  for  the  Pine 
taken.  No  man  with  any  ao:urate  knowledge  of  the  market  value  of 
white  pine  and  rock  elm  timber  in  Wisconsin  w7ould  think  of  charging 
that  the  Indian's  were  suffering  a  loss  'through  the  sale  of  the  hewn 
white  pind  and  rock  elm. 

During  the  thirteen  months  from  September  1,1911  to  Sept. 
30,1912,.  the  Menominee  Indian  Mills  sold  11,717,870  feet  of  white  pine 
at  an  average  price  of  $24.62  per  m/ •  I  oe^ieve  it  fair  to  -uiuunu  nil" 
that  substantially  represe^^^^v^»qtrant ities  of  the  different  grades 
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that  the  renominee  white  pine  will  cut  out  were  included  in  the  amount 
then  sold.  That  was  the  year  when  the  large  cut  of  pine  made  in  1910-11 

■ssnasv  sold.  The  average  cost  of  all  lumber  loaded  in  tire  car  for  ship¬ 

ment  without  stumpage  was  shown  by  the  Neopit  books  for  the  year  ending 
Sefct.30, 1912  to  be  $9.72  without  stumpage.  This  shows  $14.90  for 
stumpage  and  profit  combined.  The  cost  of  manufacturing  pine  is 
somewhat  less  that  the  average  for  all  species.  Les  us  assume  that  the 
eost  of  manufacturing  pine  was  only  $9.00.  This  would  leave  $15.62 
for  stumpage  and  profit.  The  prices  of  white  pine  in  general  have  not 

advanced  since  Sept.  30,1912.  White  pine  3. Select  and  better  is 

quoted  to  day  by  the  standard  Minneapolis  price  list  at  $72.  per  M  for 
2  in.  stock.  Very  small  quantities  may  be  obtained  by  careful  selection 

which  will  bring  as  high  as  $35.  when  sawn  in  especially  thick  plank. 

the 

However  the  greater  part  of/liig her  grades  output  of  mills  manufacturing 
northern  white  pine  is  sold  as  C>  select  and  better.  The  highest 
quotation  on  this  is  $65  .00  per  M  for  2"  stock.  Now  the  sort  of 
timber  which  is  taken  by  Mr.  Kemnitz  under  his  hewn  timber  contracts 
would  not  saw  out  more  than  30 %  of  C  select  and  better.  The  other  70$ 

v. 

would  fall  into  lower  grades  and  part  of  it  would  need  to  be  sold/  in  the 
form  of  sawn  lumber  for  as  low  as  $35.  or  ever  $25.  per  M.  As  The 
timber  which  was  cut  by  Mr.  Keinnitz  wn  the  spring  of  1913  was  sold  at 
$70  per  M  stumpage  for  all  he  took,  including  the  slabs  which  he  hewed 
off,  I  um  at  a  loss  to  understand  haw  any  one  with  ordinary  intelligence 
and  sincerity  of  purpose  can  assert  that  the  Indians  suffered  a  loss 
because  this  pine  was  not  brought  to  the  mill  and  manufactured.  Should 
it  be  suggested  that  the  pine  c  "  cut  into  logs  and  sold 


for  manufacture  outside  the  reservaion,  I  venture  to  assert  that  the 
logs  which  Kemnitz  took  in  16  foot  lengths  non  cars  could  not  have  heen 
sold  for  $36.  per  M,  or  one  half  wh&t  was  received  for  them  without 
the  cost  of  logging.  Furthermore  the  logging  could  not  he  done  on  this 
timber  as  cheaply  as  on  the  pine  logged  in  1910-11. 

■uet  us  discuss  rock  elm  for  a  moment.  The  mill  run  value  of 
the  rock  elm  sawn  into  lumber  and  sold  at  Neopit  in  the  fiscal  year 
1912-13  was  $18*34  per  M.  The  average  cost  of  manufacture  during  that 
period  was  $10.16.  Over  two  thirds  of  the  entire  cut  was  Hemlock,  and  the 
cost  of  manufacture  on  rock  elm  alone  was  probably  at  least  $11.60  per 
M.  This  leaves  $7.34  for  both  stumpage  and  profit.  Careful 
computat io-K  at  Neopit  has  shown  that  the  sale  value  of  1000  feet  B£M. 
rock  elm  at  47  cents  per  cu.  ft.  of  hewn  timber  is  $31.82.  If  we  deduct 
from  this  $31.32  a  charge  of  $2.00  to  help  wipe  out  the  book  charge  for 
railroad  construct  ion,  overhead  expense,  etc.  which  must  be  met  by  all 
stumpage  cut  on  the  reservation,  we  have  left  $29.82  as  the  actual 
amount  per  M  realized  for  stumpage  and  profit  on  rock  elm  sold  for 
hewn  export  timbers.  That  is^the  net  amount  realized  per  M  on  the 
elm.  used  for  hewn  timber  is  more  than  $20.  per  M  higher  thafi.i  the 
amount  which  can  be  realized  through  the  manuf actureof  the  same  timber 
into  lumber. 

Hon.  E.E.Ayer,  Very  respectfully, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago, Ill . 


T 


T/' 


no-oi't  of  itr.  Mdward  3.  Ayor’e  intorviow  with  !■».  U>0QE9  X'.^tRXVS • 

of  3r««nb»y.  iooonoin,  a  lunborcwit  cutting  tlnber  on  the 
.  olf  Ivor,  near  neopit ,  -  Doooaber  X »  1913. 


>•*.,  iconnlt*  wn  &  iriiitor  at  the*  moainoe 
Indian  ‘’in  on  Sooonhor  Int.  rfharn  ho  v?ap 
introduced  to  Mr.  tear  by  tho  mxporinton  ont , 
*>#  rioholnon.  folootod  fron  t m  ongoing 
oanro  motion,  of  o  ?orw*rnX  naturo,  nro  tfco 
following  guentions  *  nd  nnrwor*. 


Mr*  Ayor: 


q.  Kow  n*ny  loeibor  yr.rds  Jw<t«  you  boon  in*  Mr • 
F^FsnitK. 


Mr.  Monnit#.  A.  About  40. 


Hr*  Ayor* 


Mr*  fonnit*. 


r,  How  do  you  think  thifi  yard  h»re  con  x  roo.  with 
nort  of  tivoro  you  hp.ro  boon  in,  in  regard  to 
oleanXinoc®? 

A.  Mr.  Ayer,  an  X  said,  2  h*. v«  boon  in  about  40 
different  yarda  find  X  thirJ  thla  is  Sfe*  ouporior 
in  that  rcapeot  to  mot  of  thaw. 


‘TT'LiriLji^ct 


Persoa 


 ^  “ 

appeared  before  me  a  notary  public  in 


and  for  Langlade  County,  State  of  Wisconsin_ 


of 


who  made  oath  th&t  the  foregoing 
testimony  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  teffef. 

Dated  at  Phlox,  Wis.  this  *£*> _ day  of)> 


— ' 


1914. 


NotaryPublic,  Langlade  Co.,  Wisconsin 
IVly  commission  expires  Dsc.  13, 1915 
P.  O.  PHLOX,  WIS, 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

neopit,  wis.  Dec.  5,  1913. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 
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SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 
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SHINGLES 

LATH 


Edward.  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  sir: 

We  enclose  herewith  copies  of  Broughton's 
latest  price  lists  covering  Pine,  Hemlock  and  Hard¬ 
wood,  as  per  request  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Eicholson,  Supt. 

The  first,  or  basis  list,  in  each  book 
is  the  one  upon  which  we  base  prices  received  for 
products  from  this  mill. 

Yours  very  truly, 

,  NOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 


SALES  MANAGER' 


Chicago.  December  5,  1913 


Mr,  Peter  Lookaround, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

At  the  direction  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer 
I  am  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  his  interview 
with  you,  as  per  his  promise  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Edward  E.  Ayer 


Chicago.  December  5,  1:913, 


Mr.  Joe  Gristo, 

Noopit,  Viieconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

At  the  direction  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer 
I  am  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  his  interview 
with  you,  as  per  hiB  promisedto  you. 

Youre  very  truly, 


Edward  E.  Ayer 


Chicago.  December  5,  1913. 


Mr.  Charles  W.  Chickeney, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

At  the  direction  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

I  am  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  his  interview 
with  you,  as  per  his  promise  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Edward  E.  Ayer 


Chicago.  December  5*  1913 


Mr.  D.  P.  Tirrell, 

Gillette,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

At  the  direction  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer 
I  ara  inclosing  copies  of  reports  of  Mr.  Ayer’s 
interviews  with  Mr.  Turney,  Mr.  LaPrambois  and  Mr. 
Prickett. 

Yours  very  truly, 


Edward  E.  Ayer 


Chicago.  December  6,  1913 


Mr.  C.  A.  Turtle head, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

At  the  direction  of  Mr*  Edward  E.  Ayer 
I  am  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  report  of  his  interview 
with  you,  as  per  his  promise  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Edward  E.  Ayer 

„„  tv/tf 


Chicago.  December  5,  1913. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott,  Secretary, 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Dear  Sir: 


I  have  your  letter  of  November  26th.  The 
proposed  change  in  the  date  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Board,  as  suggested  by  Chairman  Vaux,  is  agreeable 
to  me  as  I  shall  be  in  7/ashington  on  all  the  dates 
mentioned. 


Yours  very  truly 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


B-a 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Room  28 ,  Bureau  of  Mines* 


November  26,  1913 


Kon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

At  the  request  of  Chairman 
Vaux,  I  am  writing  to  ascertain  whether  it  will  be 
agreeable  to  you  to  have  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board 
on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday,  B'ebruary  5,  6  and  7 
or  on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  February,  4,  5 
and  6,  instead  of  on  February  3,  the  date  fixed  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board.  The  proposed  change  is 
suggested  by  Chairman  Vaux  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
Commissioner  .oorehead  as  he  has  a  meeting  other 
members  of  his  family  at  Cincinnati  on  ^February  3d.  to 
discuss  matters  of  great  importance  to  him.  Chairman 
Vaux  desires  a  report  from  the  members  of  the  Board  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Secretary 


Chicago.  December  8th,  1913 


Dear  Mr.  Kinney: 

I  just  finished  reading  your  very 
excellent  report  on  the  affairs  at  Menominee  Indian 
Reservation  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  ought 
to  remain  just  as  you  have  it,  so  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  make  the  supplementary  report  that  I 
requested  of  you. 


I  would  like  to  ask  you  one  question, 
however,  the  answer  to  be  added  to  this  report:  /  What 
percentage  of  the  merchantable  timber  left  in  the  woods 
in  the  last  three  years  will  still  be  able  to  be  taken 
to  the  mill?  jV 

Thanking  you  sincerely  for  your  report, 

I  remain. 


Yours  very  truly, 


To 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kinney, 
Supervisor  of  Forests, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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My  dear  Mr.  Ayer 

Your  letter  of  December  8th  was  forwarded  to  me  from 
Washington  and  received  yesterday. 

The  total  amount  of  logs  left  in  the  woods  at  Neopit 
during  the  past  three  years  which  came  to  my  attention  would  not 
exceed  100,000  feet.  I  should  say  that  at  least  two  thirds  of  this 
timber  can  be  brought  to  the  mill  so  as  to  realise  a  profit 
upon  it.  Thus  the  actual  amount  of  these  logs  that  cannot 
profitably  besaved  will  be  25,000  to  30,000  feet  board  measure. 


There  were  doutbtless  some  logs  left  which  I  did  not 


see,  but  as  we  covered  a  large  part  of  the  operations  of  the 
last  three  years,  and  traveled  over  large  areas  where  ail  logs 
were  picked  up  at  the  time  of  the  original  logging;;  I  feel  that 
we  saw  nearly  all  of  the  waste. 


The  amount  of  fire  killed  hemlock  left  standing 


which  will  not  be  logged  this  year  and  which  could  have  been 
handled  at  an  advantage  from  the  camps  previously  established 
would  not  in  my  judgment  exceed  250, 000. feet . 


Respectfully, 


Chicago, *11 
JPK-TMF. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

neopit.  wis.  Dec.  8th,  1913. 

Hon.  Edward  E.Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer:  - 

Your  letter  of  December  4th  regarding  our  Railroad  shipping 
conditions  here.  I  am  glad  you  bring  this  subject  up.  Out*  position 
is  briefly  as  follows.  W  are  situated  on  the  line  of  the  Wisconsin  & 
Northern  R.R.  a  short  independent  line  running  from  Town  of  Shawano, 
Northerly  to  i/anOstrand,  a  point  4  miles  North  of  our  Reservation  line 
with  no  outlet  or  R.R.  connection  frhere.  In  Shawano  the  W.&  N.R.R. 
have  switching  arrangements  with  the  Chicago  &  N.W.  R.R.  This  road^has 
two  old  engines,  2  passenger  cars,  a  caboose  and  some  flat  cars  with 
perhaps  several  box  cars.  It  has  to  depend  entirely  on  the  C.&.N.W. 
for  supply  of  cars  to  handle  shipments.  Its  freight  North  will 
approximate  several  cars  per  day.  Its  freight  out  from  here  would 
average  17  to  20  cars  per  day.  /it  picks  up  occasionally  some  cars 
from  Morgan  Siding  below  here/and  gresham.  Our  freight  service  is 

LlrcfcA. 

one  trai pi  daily  -  passenger  service,  two  trains  daily.  To  Neopit  from 
Shawano  7  A.M.  and  12;30  P.M.  and  prom  Neopit  to  Shawano  9:00  A^M. 
and  3:45  P.M.  when  on  time.  Passenger  rates  4  cents  a  mile|-  local 
freight  rates  on  same  basis  while  through  freight  on  lumber  products 
we  get  same  rate  as  from  Wausau  point  and  North  Western  line, 
namely  10  cents  per  100  to  Chicago  and  other  points  correspondingly, 
except  to  the  North  and  North  West.  Our  great  handicap  is  car  service. 
Perhaps  the  c  &  N.W.  does  not  wish  to  favor  this  line  which  rumor  says 
is  ultimately  destined  as  a  feede^for  the  "Soo  Lines"  but  this  we 
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do  know  that  many  tlm.es  we  have  taken  matter  of  car  service  up  with 
the  C  &  N.W.  agent  at  Green  Bay  and  he  has  said  that  plenty  of  cars 
were  turned  over  to  this  line.  In  caseswe  have  known  cars  to  he  sent 
in  and  refused  the  W/  &  N.  R.H.  saying  that  trhey  would  do  the  ordering 
and  not  us.  It  seems  to  he  their  practise  'to  scale  down  the 
number  of  cars  we  want  and  in  cases  we  have  known  that  cars  were 
diverted  to  Gresham,  Morgan  and  to  Phlox  intended  for  us.  The  c.  & 

N.W.  found  this  out  themselves  when  they  sent  cars  here  for  ties  that 
never  arrived.  Their  man  going  over  the  line  found  cars  at  other 
points.  Freightage  in  of  course  is  very  bad.  Excess  freight  has 
much  to  do  in  adding  to  cost  of  supplies.  Shortage  in  cars  necessarily 
results  in  cancellation  of  orders,  as  customers  have  to  purchase 
el sewhere . 


In  1911  Mr.  Ashton,  Vice  Pres,  of  C.  &  N»W.  took  up  matter 


of  their  road  coming  in  here  and  have  engineer  and  several  others 
make  a  preliminary  trip  across  the  Reserve,  A  line  was  run  starting 
about  at  Underhill  thence  Westerly  to  Keshena  them  North  Westerly  to 
Neopit  and  North 'to  their  line.  I  cannot  see  wherely  it  would  not 
be  a  paying  proposition  for  the  C.  &  N.W.  as  well  as  excellent 
business  for  us.  Here  is  a  product  of  millions  in  the  rough'  for 
years  to  come.  Manufactures  to  ship  for  the  same  length  of  time,  not 
counting  other  developments.  Outside  of  lumber,  ties,  posts,  poles 
pulp  wood,  firewood  could  be  shipped.  Some  things  imposs ihlent o 
handle  now.  Whether  the  line  comes  in  from  Mattoon  to  Neopit  and 
thence  N.E.  across  to  Breed  or  as  the  preliminary  was  made.  It  would 
be  good  business  all  around.  With  the  North  Western  in  here  we 
could  get  fiair  rates  North  -  East  -  South  and  West.  Save  delay  in 


shipping  in  and  out  t1  '  ‘  ~  having  to  he  made  -  obtain  car 
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car  service  which  is  the  important  item  and  prevent  lost  sales  and 
sertHto  the  markets  of  the  country  some  products  which  we  are  long  of 


and  now  hardly  pays  to  make  hut  which  should  he  a  revenue  producer. 

While  in  this  subject  another  thought  is  presented^s  to 
a  handiaap  here.  We  must  have  cash  in  hand  before  shipment.  We  7/ire 
for  money  when  car  is  loaded.  Demurrage  is  due  after  second  day.  We 
must  pay  if  our  fault.  Shipper  kicks  if  charged  to  him.  If  reasonable 
credit  coaid  be  given  car  permitted  to  go  out,  this  would  he  over  come, 
it  isa  a  handicap  in  getting  some  firms  to  buy  here**- The  tribe 
in  the  past  has  gone  on  record  in  favor  of  allowing  the  Chicago  & 


N.W.  R.R.  to  come  in.  Whatever  could  he  done  on  this  line,  must 
bequietly  as  it  is  very  easy  for  any  opposition  to  readily  get  hold 
of  members  here  to  manufacture  sentiment  in  opposition.  The  W.  &  HU. R.R. 


would  certainly  take  a  hand.— 

Concerning  present  sales  regulations  -  I  find  an  amendment 

to  law  is  necessary.  The  Act  of  ^arch  28,1909  Sec.  3  reads. 

«  Sec. 3  That  the  lumber  ,  lath,  shingles,  polies,  posts,  holts,  and 
pulp  wood,  and  other  marketable  materials  so  manufactured'  from  the 
.timber  cut  upon  such  reservations  shall  he  sold  the  highest  and 
best  bidder  for  cas,  after  due  advertisement  inviting  proposals  and 
bids,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Interior 
may  prescribe.  The  net  proceedd  of  the  sale  of  such  lumber  and  other 
materials  shall  he  deporited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to 
the  credit  of  the  tribe  entitled  to  the  same.  Such  prodeeds  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  centum  per  annum,  and  the 
interest  shall  he  used  for  the  benefit  of  such  Indians  in  such  manner 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  prescribe.'* 


If  this  wording  was  changed  to  read.  Sec.  3  That  the  lumber, lath, 
shingles,  poles,  posts  ,  bolts,  and  pulpwood,  and  other  marketable 
materials  so  manufactured  from  the  timber  cut  upon  such  reservations 
shall  be  sold  in  the  open  market,  after  due  advertisement  inviting: 


proposals  and  bids,  under such  rales  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary 


of  the  interior  may  presecrib,  ^et^:. 
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This  would.  J>errait  of  regulations  to  be  framed,  that  wouldnpermit  of 
business  to  be  performed  under  conditions  nearly  on  a  par  with  any 
modern  concern.  The  possibility  of  loss  would  be  little  a  selected 
credit  list  could  be  established  which  would  result  in  payment  within 
say  10  days.  Cars  could  then  go  on,  knowing  checks  were  enroute  in 
mails,  etc. 


ASU-TLTF 
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Hon  Edward  E.Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 

Chicago,  Ill . 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  December  6th,  I 
inclose  you  herewith  answer  of  sawyer’s  Laporte  Bros, 
as  requested.  Do  not  know  if  I  can  obtain  Mr.  Turney’s 
he  is  through  here  and  out  of  town,  do  not  know  just 
where  I  can  get  him.  Our  fourth  sawyers  address  is 
D.C. Moyer,  Hathaway,  Mont.  He  is  an  excellent  man, 
proven  integrity  and  worth  and  handles  same  side  of 
mill  on  opposite  shift  as  Mr.  Turney.  His  testimony 
might  be  of  value. 
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Dec.  9,  1913. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 


Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  your  question  of  a  log  12  or  14  feet  long,  hollow 
to  the  extent  that  a  man  could  crawl  through  it  comfortably,  with  an 
outside  shell  3"  thick,  being  a  safe  log  to  saw. 


The  best  answer  we  can  make  is  to  describe  in  detail  the 


manner  in  which  such  a  log  is  cut  up  on  the  band  mill  carriage.  We 
will  assume  that  it  is  a  pine  log  for  that  is  the  only  species  which 
would  warrant  bringing  it  to  the  mill.  It  is  hollow;  it  has  rotted 
entirely  from  the  inside  which  signifies  that  it  stood  for  years  as  a 
dead  tree.  Probably  fire  burned  out  its  decayed  heart  and  helped  to 
preserve  its  shell. 


It  was  cut  down  and  its  fall  started  various  splits  along 


its  length.  It  was  sawn  into  saw  log  lengths.  Probably  the  remainder 
of  the  tree  was  sawn  into  "scoots",  the  lowest  grade  of  pine  which  will 
barely  hold  together. 


By  mistake  the  lower  hollow  length  was  taken  to  and  into  the 


mill  and  must  be  disposed  of.  The  scaler  looks  it  over  and  puts  it 
down  in  his  record  as  "worthless”  and  very  gently”kicks”  it  off  +he 
chain  to  the  saw. 

It  goes  upon  the  carriage.  The  sawyer  turns  it  very  care¬ 
fully  with  the  nigger  until]  test  side  is  toward  the  saw.  It 
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E.  E.  A. -2 . 

is  "lined  up  "  on  the  carriage  that  the  cut  may  be  parallel.  The 

sawyer  concludes  to  get  a  1x6  off  the  entire  length.  Hence,  he  takes 

off  a  slab  with  a  7"  face  and  gives  the  setter  a  sign  for  1".  This 

will  leave  but  one  inch  remaining  in  the  thickness  of  the  shell  and 

he  knows  that  -he  must  keep  the  log  in  its  tube  shape  until  the  last 

cut  to  get  any  value  out  of  it  but  the  cut  breaks  through  in  the  middle 

“2"/ 

of  the  log  but  runs  out  again  at  the  last  end.  / 

He  concludes  to  turn  the  log  half  way  round,  bringing  the 
sawn  3ide  next  the  dogs  and  takes  off  a  slab  as  before.  This  side  is 
not  as  straight  as  the  first  one  and  the  slab  cut  runs  into  the  inside 
and  when  the  slab  falls  on  the  rolls  half  the  length  of  the  log  is  open 
so  the  remainder  must  be  prepared  for  the  slab  saw  as  it  is  still  too 
large  for  that  machine  so  he  attempts  a  cut  through  the  center. 

Half  way  through  this  cut  the  saw  encounters  one  of  the 
splits  the  log  received  in  its  fall  and  the  top  piece  falls  against 
the  bottom  thus:  and  also  against  the  saw  which  heats  at 

,  once  and  starts  to  run  off  the  wheels. 

S /<(  Cte^L.  a  S  e-cf 

The  sawyer  signals  the  engineer  to  stop. 
The  log  is  split  by  hand  to  release  the  saw.  Result:-  One 
cull  1X6  against  the  cost  of  getting  the  log  to  the  mill,  ten  minutes’ 
time  sawing  and  handling  the  log  carefully,  seven  minutes  stopping  and 
starting  the  mill.  The  scaler  was  right  in  his  judgment.  It  was  a 
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worthless  log.  It  did  not  pay  its  handling. 

This  experience  is  altogether  too  common,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  danger  of  breaking  saw$  or  log  splitting,  endangering  lives 
of  men,  carriage,  etc. 


Respectfully 


pla/mec 


Dear  Mr.  Kinney: 


I  v/ant  to  thank 

you  most  sinceroly  for  the  splendid 
book  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson, 

"'f'iie  Attitude  Toward  Life.”  I 
road  it  last  night  and  I  shall 
read  it  again  tonight,  I  thank 
you  most  sincerely.  it  is  awfully 
nice  for  you  to  think  of  me  so 
siveetly. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 


December  9,  1913. 
To 

Mr.  J.  p#  Kinney, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Chicago.  December  10,  1913. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson,  Supt., 

Menominee  Indian  Mills, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Mr.  Nicholson: 

Mr.  Ayer  would  like  you  to  let 

him  know  when  you  expect  to  arrive  in  Chicago  so 

that  he  will  he  sure  to  be  at  the  office  at 

the  time  you  call. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Secretary. 


Dear  Mr.  Kinney: 

In  writing  Mr.  Ayer's 
letter  to  you  yesterday,  thanking  you 
for  the  "Attitude  Toward  Life,"  it 
wae  a  mistake  on  my  part  to  have 
assumed  that  the  author  was  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson.  This  morning  Mr. 
Ayer  read  the  copy  of  this  letter, 
noticed  my  blunder,  and  has  asked  me 
to  write  you  this  explanation. 

With  kindest  regards, 

I  am. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Dec.  10,  1913. 

To 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kinney, 
Washington,  D.  0. 
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Dec.  10,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  December  9th, 
question  No.  19.  I  inclosed  you  in  my  letter  of 
Dec.  8th  statistics  of  logs  cut  by  seasons  which 
gives  average  number  of  logs  cut. 

The  grand  total  of  this  will  show  983944 
logs  for  94799980  feet,  or  10. 34-  legs  per  M. 

Respectfully  yours. 


asn/mec 


Superintendent . 


■m.  u,  X9id 


Sirs 
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Ooaaitoo  to  to  Hoooo  01'  ^xwooat&tivoo,  m  bo  ilvoa 
*»  Otortuity  to  bo  m  to  briefly  by  jfwur  toiaitSoo 
mm  to  W««lit  tojootos 

lot.  ffeo  to  to  and  lii^totiUtlA#  mm  no 

by  togrono  to  to  todoowooy  of  to  lion  of  #»00© 
ootimto  la  to  y«»dfa&  bill  tor  «w  w%mmm  in  to 
ewereloo  of  toso  a&tloo* 

and.  to  jpgQOMBt  Mtivitiii  of  to  #oto  ia  to  way  of 
teortot  totoj#fttlcno  ia  to  Saftlnn  ocrantxy  to 
erbu&xoo  of  te>ortot  Ration#  of  toiMotrutiwo  to 
loglal&tlTo  policy  now  in  progrooe. 

3rd.  oon©emlny  to  ^oadto  toina  MU 

wtiiel*  w  ore  ::&&£&$  to  the  torotoy  of  to  Interior., 
and  whiahf  if  tfUron  ferorafele  ©«wuii  deration  by  him  to 
by  your  Mmwm*  itositto  will  rami*  in  noting  to 
aorornsato  mm  ton.  ^u,0U0  by  dtaattcUr  tot  memtk 
ir'jt  -ratal ty  to  yt^lwlmrimblo  itei,  to  will  roooXt, 
no  fooilovo,  in  waatior  polio!©*?  of  ota  nation  end  oiTili* 
ration  to  ^rooter  tooflt  to  to  Indian** 

hoa  yon  elnil  dooidod  upon  »  Ant#  to*  it 
will  ?>•  agroonbio  for  your  towitto  to  ooaar  m  m  to 
«uoetlon&  herein  roferioA  to,  wo  stall  to  al*d  if  you 
oan  -it©  oo  oofwr&l  &*yo  odvunoo  not  loo  in  ardor  **ni  wo 
my  surname  to  Mv©  fur  Board  total*? 

fouro  Tory  roopootMl?* 


totoonu 

Hon,  doHn  U«  'toto**» 

atorana*  ootottoo  on  Xadioa  -%ftor»t 

itouoo  of  ^roooatot  iron , 


COPY. 


Neopit,  Wis. 

Dec.  11,  1913. 


Mr.  D.  F.  Tyrrell, 
Washington, 

D.  C. 


My  dear  Tyrrell: 

Enclosed  herewith  find  typewritten  copy  with  my  own 
attached  as  per  your  request  of  Dec.  9th  last. 

If  I  understand  it  correctly,  you  want  me  to  answer 
the  questions  as  I  gave  them  at  the  time  I  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Ayer.  You  will  note  on  the  typewritten  copy  of  pencil  marks 
which  means  are  errors  of  the  stenographer  or  Ayer. 

1.  Q.  Was  he  discharged? 

A.  I  did  not  know,  he  resigned  to  take  another 
place.  Understand  he  got  bigger  wages. 

2.  Q.  Who  is  in  his  place  now? 

A.  There  is  a  man  here  now.  I  heard  he  was  doing 
good  work  and  trying  to  pick  up  all  the  logs  that 
was  left, 

3.  Q.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  him? 

A.  (Down  to  further  line  about  Woodcock).  Now  if 
Mr.  Woodcock  made  money  for  us  we  would  like  it,  but 
he  did  not. 

4.  Q.  What  is  this  attorney  employed  by  you  Indians  for? 

A.  I  told  him  we  could  come  to  Nicholson  and  he'd  turn 
us  down,  and  we  want  him  as  our  attorney  during  the  en- 
vestigat ion, the  one  that  is  coming. 

5.  Q.  Don't  you  think  the  yard  here  today  is  in  good 
satisfactory  condition? 

A.  (He  also  asked  me  if  the  yard  was  cleaned  every 
two  weeks  and  I  answered  No,  for  it  never  was  cleaned 
for  2  years,  and  could  get  50  white  employees  to  testify 
to  this.) 


6. 

Q. 

Are  the 

lumbering  camps  kept 

c lean? 

A. 

I  don' t 

know. 

7  . 

Q. 

Are  you 

familiar  with  other 

loggings,  in  other 

sections  of  the  country.  Have  you  logged  for  private 
concerns? 

A.  Worked  for  Mr.  McCord  of  Merrill,  Wis.  for  18  years. 
I  estimated  timber  for  him  and  bought  on  my  estimation 
and  I  put  it  in,  that  is,  the  timber. 


There  seems  to  be  a  question  left  out  entirely  as  I 
remember  of  putting  it  up  to  Mr.  Ayer  explaining  to  him  that 
there  were  totf many  men  working  both  here  at  the  Mill  and  the 
camps.  This  is  what  Ayres  leaves  out  of  the  report.  Now  Mr. 
Tyrrell  these  answers  in  response  to  the  questions  asked  me 
are  about  as  near  as  I  can  remember  of  answering,  they  do  not 
differ/very  much,  as  shown  on  the  report,  only  that  there  is 
a  lot  /left  out. 


you 


asked 


I  am  also  sending  you  under  seperate  cover  the  f ilms 
for,  which  goes  forward  in  today's  mail. 


Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  Tom  Prickett. 
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C  0  X  Y* 


Deo*  XSg  191*  • 


Dear  24r*  secretary: 

ue  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  several  items  of  legi  slot  ion  in  the  estimates 
or  the  next  Indian  bill,  c  langse  in  which  v.e  believe 
would  result  in  better  administration,  in  benefit  to 
the  Indians  and  in  the  saving  of  a\;  roadnately  #200,000 
to  the  -Government*  The  importance  of  those  rn  tiers  is 
ouch  that  we  feel  that  the  carings  on  the  bill  befaro 
the  House  Com- It  tee  on  Indian  Affaire  should  not  be 
closed  until  we  have  had  opportunity  to  present  in  de¬ 
tail  the  changes  we  have  in  mind* 

In  our  laet  annual  report,  recently  pub¬ 
lished,  we  invited  your  attention  to  a  number  cf  desir¬ 
able  changes  in  legislation  and  among  them  &  hamonising 
of  Indian  irrigation  law,  and  wo  recommended  that  in 
the  future  tho  cost  of  maintenance  and  operation  of 
Indian  irrigation  di tones  should  bo  m  de  a  charge  against 
the  lands  benefited*  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board 
on  So  vast)  or  Gth  and  7th  we  di  rooted  our  doorotary  to 
pronaro  a  brief  concerning  irrigation  Xawo  and  submit  it 
to  us  as  a  basis  of  subset  on  re  o omraenda t ions  to  you  and 
to  Congress*  This  is  being  done  and  ■  ■©  will  be  prepared 
to  exrgest  changes  in  the  resent  os td nates  for  the 
Indian  bill*  uaong  t  e  changes  suggested  la  the  general 
irrigation  Item  carrying  ,  -  rich  would  reduce 

the  gratuity  art  of  that  item  a pproxlaat  el  y  $&OO#OO0* 

Another  item  which  we  believe  0£Et  be  modi¬ 
fied  with  resulting  savin-*  of  amoreadtaately  ##©*000  to 
the  Government  and  adva  ntage  t  tho  In  &  :me  is  that  js  rt 
of  the  itecif  "industrial  work  ana.  oar©  of  timber",  ?& lch 
relates  to  the  protection  and  sal©  of  Indian  timber# 

There  are  a  number  of  other  equally  important 
matters  to  which  w©  are  giving  earnest  consideration 
and  concerning  which  we  intend  to  Task©  re oo mmcnd&t i ons  to 
you  before  another  Indian  bill  is  prepared* 


DEPARTMENT  OP'  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

With  Mr.  Nicholson  12-12-1913. 

Mr.  Ayer:  How  much  of  the  cut  of  the  plant  is  sold 

to  the  small  yards  direct? 

Less  than  two  million. 

Then  the  rest  is  sold  to  the  middleman? 
Yes  sir. 

In  your  judgement  how  much  gto  middlemen 
make  on  that  lumber0 

Not  less  than  $2.00  a  thousand. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTER40R 
WASHINGTON 


December  15,  1913. 


Dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

Secretary  Lane  has  received  your  letter  of  Decem¬ 
ber  10,  with  a  copy  of  your  recommendations  concerning 
the  Menominee  Reservation,  and  wishes  me  to  thank  you 
for  them  and  to  say  that  they  will  receive  careful  con¬ 
sideration. 


Cord 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Chicago,  Ill. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

NEOPIT,  WIS. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 


J4tK>  fiUtAr#***- 


Chicago.  December  19th,  1913. 


Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson, Supt. , 

Menominee  Indian  Mills, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Mr.  Nicholson: 

I  am  sending  you  six  ar$r  pins.  These 
pins  should  not  be  used  by  anyone  but  old  soldiers  who 
belong  to  a  Post  and  In  good  standing.  There  are 
several  Indians  on  the  reservation,  especially  around 
Keshona,  who  are  old  soldiers  and  If  any  of  them  want 
one  of  these  pins  you  can  supply  them.  I  am  writing 
Mr.  Wye she sit  that  you  have  two  of  these  pins  for  him. 

Yours  very  truly. 


6-1144 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

NEOPIT,  wis.  Dec%  8th,  1913. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 


Hon  lidward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago, Ill. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer:- 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  December 
4th,  I  am  inclosing  your  answers  to  questions 
12  to  15  as  requested. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


ASN-TME. 
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Chicago.  Deo  archer  3,  1913, 


The  State  Historiaal  Society  of  Wisconsin, 
Madison, 

Wisconsin. 


Gentlemen: 

I  arc  very  eager  to  have  the  Society 
establish  a  travelling  library  at  the  Menominee 
Indian  Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin,  and  I  wish 
you  would  let  me  know  the  name  of  the  proper 
party  to  address. 

Thanking  yon,  I  am. 

Very  truly  yours, 


5-1144 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

NEOPIT,  WIS. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 
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Chicago.  January  8,  1914 


Mr.  J.  P.  Einney, 

Supervisor  of  Forests, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  Kinney: 

It  looks  as  if  I  was  going  to  have 
considerable  opposition  on  my  hands  at  Washington  and 
I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for  you  to  send  me  an 
affidavit  stating  that  the  report  you  made  to  me  in 
regard  to  conditions  on  the  Menominee  Reservation, - 
the  long  report,  the  supplementary  report  and  the 
short  summary,-  was  the  truth  to  the  best  of  your 
knowledge  and  belief.  I  have  affidavits  from  Mr. 
Brigham  and  Mr.  Crowell  and  am  going  to  get  affidavits 
from  Mr.  Holland,  Hr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Nicholson . 


Yours  very  truly 


Dear  Mr.  Garfield: 


There  1b  going  to  be  more  or 
less  fighting,  I  think,  on  my  report  on  the 
Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  by  outsiders  whose 
views  I  know  to  be  diametrically  opposed  to  mine. 
If  you  would  like  to  write  to  Mr.  Lane  and  say 
that  you  met  me  at  the  opera  and  inoedentally 
talked  about  the  Menominee  Reservation,  and 
give  him  as  good  a  certificate  of  character  as 
you  can,  it  might  help  matters  a  little. 

I  can’t  tell  you  how  pleased 
I  was  to  meet  you  and  Helen  again. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


December  6,  1913. 

To 

Hon.  James  A.  Garfield, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 


My  dear  Edward:  Chicago.  December  6,  1913. 

As  an  Indian  Commissioner ,  I  have 
been  investigating  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation, 
at  Deopit,  Wisconsin.  There  is  going  to  be  a  fight 
made  on  my  report,  I  am  quite  sure,  by  outside 
interests  whose  views  I  know  are  opposed  to  mine. 
Secretary  Lane  was  very  nice  to  me  at  Washington, 
but  of  course  his  knowledge  of  my  character  must  be 
very  limited.  If  you  write  him  a  letter  telling 
him  of  my  numerous  faults,  and  my  few  virtues,  it 
might  help  matters  a  little. 

With  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Ripley 
and  much  love  for  her  old  old  man,  I  remain. 

Your  devoted  friend. 


December  6,  1913. 

To 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Ripley, 
Santa  Barbara ,  Cal . 


Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 


Mr.  1.  P.  Holland, 
c/o  Ayor  &  Lord  Tie  Co.. 
Paducah,  Kentucky. 

Dear  Holland: 


It  looks  as  if  I  waB  going  to  have 
considerable  opposition  on  my  hands  at  Washington 
and  I  think  it  would  he  a  good  idea  for  you  to  send 
me  an  affidavit  stating  that  the  report  you  made 
to  me  in  regard  to  conditions  on  the  Menominee 
Reservation  was  the  truth  to  the  be  ft  of  your 
knowledge  and  belief. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Recommendations  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Condition 
of  the  Indians  on  Menominee  Indian  Reservation. 


1.  Recommend  that  the  Uorth-Western 
Railroad  he  permitted  to  build  into  the  mill, 
to  effect  a  saving  in  freight  rates  on  lumber. 

2.  Recommend  that  all  land  in  the 
reservation  be  surveyed  and  mapped  out  by 
townships,  the  timber  land  estimated,  farming 
land  shown,  pasture  land,  etc. 

3.  That  farms  be  allotted  to  Indians 
wishing  to  become  farmers,  the  grant  of  the 
Government  to  be  so  framed  as  to  preclude 
alienation  within  a  period  of  50  years  from  the 
date  of  grant;  the  land  not  to  be  subject  to 
lien  or  incumbrance  of  any  kind;  the  land  to  be 
granted  for  farming  purposes  exclusively. 

4.  That  four  or  six  of  the  brightest 
young  Indians  on  the  reservation  be  sent  to 
Wisconsin  State  College  of  Agriculture,  at  Madison, 
to  take  a  full  course  in  Forestry  and  Scientific 
Farming,  that  they  may  come  back  to  the  reservation 
equipped  to  teach  the  Indians. 

5.  That  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  be 
put  on  the  reservation  for  tribal  use,  to  eat 

up  the  pasture  now  going  to  waste.  (Hay  for  the 
winter) . 


6.  That  each  Indian  of  the  tribe  be 

allowed  $500.00  out  of  their  tribal  funds. 

In  addition  to  that,  each  member 
desiring  to  take  up  farming,  who  is  the  head  of 
a  family,  shall  have  $500.00  more,  to  be  charged 
to  his  account  in  the  balance  of  the  fund  left  in 
Washington. 


That  a  new  system  of  selling  be 
devised,  so  as  to  get  better  prices,  not  have  to 
sell  at  wholesale  to  lumber  concerns,  and  try  to 
get  better  prices  from  the  retailers. 

That  matters  presented  to  the 
Government  by  the  Indians  be  accorded  prompt 
attention. 


1<L^/  ^ 


Recommendations 
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9.  That  slips  he  given  to  each  Indian 

showing  the  profits  of  the  mill,  annually,  hy 
the  Agent . 


10.  That  a  travelling  library  he 

established  at  Neopit. 
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Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 

Mr.  C,  F.  Hank©. 

Second  Asst.  Commissioner, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  Hahke : 

I  have  yours  of  January  2d  and  contents 
carefully  noted.  I  shall  conform,  as  nearly  as 
practicable,  to  your  suggestion,  and  I  thank  you 
for  the  same. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Indian  Commissioner. 
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REFER  IN  REPLY  TO  THE  FOLLOWING: 


ADDRESS  ONLY  THE 
COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


K  J  J1 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


OFFICE  OF  INDIAN  AFFAiF^S 


WASHINGTON 


M  -2  1914 


1ST.  jsdward  e.  Ayer, 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners , 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

Ny  dear  Mr,  Ayer: 

Your  letter  of  December  27th  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  absence  of  the  commissioner  on  official 
business • 


I  suggest  that  you  have  your  report  pre¬ 


pared  and  submitted  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  then 
you  can  supplement  it  with  any  statement  you  may  desire 
to  present  when  you  arrive  in  Washington. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Dear  Father  Schwarz: 

I  have  yours  of  December  16th  ana 
contents  noted.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for 
answering  my  questions  so  fully  and  wish  to  assure 
you  that  your  name  shall  not  be  used  at  all,  or  any 
portion  of  your  letter  that  can  possibly  be  construed 
as  coming  from  the  Mission.  I  recognize  your  position 
very  fully,  and  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  most  heartily,  as  a  citizen  and  a  Commissioner, 
for  the  splendid  work  the  Catholio  Missions  have  done 
on  the  Menominee  Reservation. 

Yours  very  truly. 


Dear  Father  Engelhard: 

I  have  your  answer  to  my  question  of 
December  22d,  and  contents  noted.  I  immediately 
destroyed  the  sheet  in  your  letter  that  you  requested. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  can’t  make  use  of 
yours  and  Father  Schwarz's  letter,  but  I  recognize 
your  positions  fully  and  I  think  it  would  be  very 
unwise  to  place  you  in  such  a  position,  so  that  I 
shall  select  without  mentioning  any  names  anything 
that  I  want,  but  will  not  give  any  intimation  that 
it  came  from  any  Missionaries  at  all. 

I  cannot  agree  with  your  answer  to 
Question  3,  that  we  ought  to  give  the  Indians  more 
pay  than  the  white  men,  that  it  is  theirs  anyway.  It 
is  theirs,  but  it  belongs  to  seventeen  hundred  men, 
women  and  children  and  we  have  no  right  to  pick  out 
a  few  of  the  tribe,  say  25  or  20#  and  pay  them  more 
than  we  can  get  the  work  done  for  by  other  people. 

I  think  you  recognize  this  as  I  do. 

I  thank  you  for  your  courtesy. 

Yours  very  truly. 


P.  S. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
you  most  heartily,  as  a  citizen  and  a  Commissioner,  for 
the  splendid  work  the  Catholic  Missions  have  done  on 
the  Menominee  Reservation. 


December  I3th,  1913 


Dear  Father  Ketcham: — 

I  had  a  v§ry  interesting  time  at  Neopit  •  I  found  the  job  much 
larger  than  I  anticipated  in  going  over  the  Menominee  Reservation. 

I  find  that  the  Catholic  school  at  Kashena  is  paid  $108.00  for 
each  pupil  for  tuition  and  board  for  the  school  term.  On  the  other 
hand,  at  Neopit,  while  it  is  a  day  school,  they  do  not  receive  anything. 

While  up  there,  I  conferred  with  the  Agent  on  the  subject  and  we  thoughl 
that  the  school  ought  to  be  paid  $30.00  to  $35.00  for  each  scholar  attending 
the  day  school  at  Neopit. 

If  you  agree  with  me  on  this  subject,  I  would  be  glad  to  put  it  in  the 
recommendations  I  am  making  for  changes  on  the  Reservation. 


lours  very  truly, 


Rev.  Wm.  H.  Ketcham, 

1326  New  York  Ave., 
Washington,  D.C 


Report  of  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  THOMAS  PRICKETT 
one  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  tribe,  at  Menominee  Indian 
Reservation,  Neopit,  Wisconsin,  December  1,  1913. 


Mr .  Ayer : , 
Pr ickett . 


Q, .  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  this 
plant? 

A.  Ever  since  it  was  built. 

Q.  Are  you  now  working? 

A.  No;  not  for  the  last  two  years. 

Q.  Are  you  an  Indian? 

A.  Yes;  not  a  full  blood,  but  I  am  a  member 
of  the  Menominee  tribe. 


Q.  Now,  in  a  few  words,  tell  me  what  is  the 
matter.  What  do  you  suggest  as  the  remedy? 

A.  The  log  superintendent  here  was  not  competent 
to  run  our  plant,  that  is  Mr.  Woodcock,  who  left 
here  some  time  this  Spring  or  summer. 

0.  Was  he  discharged? 

X  A.  No;  he  resigned  last  Spring. 

Q.  Who  is  in  his  place  now? 

X  A.  Brigham. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  experience  with  him? 

A .  From  all  accounts,  since  he  has  been  here 
he  has  attended  to  his  business  and  I  know  he 
is  trying  to  save  money  for  the  tribe.  He  is 
"S  a  gentleman.  Now  if  Mr.  Woodcock  got  money  for 
us  we  would  all  help  him. 

Q.  Are  you  familiar  with  other  loggings,  in 

®  other  sections  of  the  country.  Have  you  logged 
for  private  concerns? 

A.  I  worked  at  Merrill,  Wisconsin. 

Q, .  Is  the  lumbering  done  here  on  this  reservation 
the  last 'two  years  satisfactory? 

A.  No  sir,  it  is  not. 

Q,.  In  what  respect  was  the  logging  under  Mr. 
Woodcock  bad? 

A.  When  a  man  is  superintendent  of  three  or  four 
camps  he  has  no  business  in  this  office  all  the 
week.  They  hired  men  with  no  experience  of  sawing 


logs  that  would  make  good  lumber.  (Here  Mr. 
Prickett  detailed  an  instance  supposed  to  bear 
out  this  statement.) 

At  this  point  Mr,  Ayer  explained  to  Mr. 
Prickett  how  the  plant  had  added  to  the  funds 
at  Washington  during  the  past  years  $444,000; 
that  there  had  undoubtedly  been  mistakes  made 
in  the  woods  and  about  the  mill  and  that  our 
present  duty  here  was  to  find  out  how  important 
they  were.  Also  that  Mr.  Ayer’s  expert  had  re¬ 
ported  that  the  accounts  were  in  good  shape. 

Mr,  Ayer:  >  Q.  What  is  this  attorney  employed  by  you 

Indians  for? 

Mr.  Prickett:  A.  Well  now  we  Indians  can  come  up  here  to 
Mr.  Nicholson  but  cannot  get  information;  but 
Mr.  Tirrell  can  come  up  here  to  Mr.  Nicholson 
and  he  knows  what  we  Indians  want  and  can  find 
out  from  Mr.  Nicholson, 

Q.  Don't  you  think  the  yard  here  today  is  in 
good,  satisfactory  condition? 

A.  Yes;  everything  is  clean, 

,  Q.  Are  the  lumbering  camps  kept  clean? 

‘A.  I  think  they  are. 

Q.  You  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  Mr. 
Nicholson  if  they  are  making  good  money  here? 

A.  Yes  sir;  perfectly  satisfied. 
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Fr*e  Slew  Ten  B^r  Ur  y,  £>•■$•  15«  If  13. 


HDUUK  T^OFTT  BT  OR30.1SR  KIBE  BT  TT  FimD* 

n#*t  f«r  Jtoetlee  ■  »i»  r>  Better  thro  tea  Ilea 
tt?»  fk;o4 


da  t  Mere  Wm*f  t©  g%«ss>  Out 
mw&m* 


Bi-  f  <k*Kl  *•«!#***•*  fbnxsrt*  JUat 
HMe  FlftJ  i«*  Eh-  w*  Fn-g*### 
ffea^t  ftte  Be«»  B^de* 


Beral#  Bureau* 

B  a,-  ^  H  sir  -r-,  k. 

«  ■  ■•  •  .-  ,  ft*  C*  Swifey* 

•that  to  fl*  or*:ft&<5e  ftr  to  t»t  invent  .  t  Vm 

Am*rim\a  India*  ha#  brow#  fruit  in  the  .\i»t  yeer  i»  el^urly 
efc&en  la  the  ^M»ml  re pert  ?f  the  B-  »r4  <  f  H&Sl&n  Oc&ttleei  m 
•re#  *..x  :«  pufelt?  tataf*  C- s\r.r«  ■•' /<.  y.*kh  %i  t>  :  rioted  large  eune 
&f  u ••  n«y  •  Ad.  the  ’  *ei*n#re  hare  b#*n  w>r*  lag  :vXcnr;  the 
Xto»  a  !**#*«#£  by  -by  8*  if  Id* 

•One  f  t be  «ht#f  en&Attoe  of  the  Her- 14  me 

hereuloeie  '  v.-u..~  the  Xhtl«fte«  T  i  • 

plteeate  0€«pr*>  •  *  h  r  tek  ing  n^tiW  -T  thi#  need  uni  ^.ui- 

•♦fhlte  to  -.-.  ■‘fo;:  rt-.tlf*  fr*r  1B13  for  thle  ,.urpr## 
eve  fttt.iy  #©0,000*  "'  :-  In  "■  n  Bw-r--%  w*  ■  ;  •  •*  vo  Vvt  1B14* 
#&O0*000*  to  tmv *'■*<>  of  at-  i*t  tee  hereto,  <>  •  fifty  \  #r  owhI  .• 

•Th*  Hr  ■  i  :  f*.Mv tit  for  the  ^  litlimt'-  &  of  tmi&i  1  •  r<*» 
teetiae  f«r  the  Five  dltlUtil  Trifc#»*  eh  <rgt*g  tot  to 
to*  >:f  V  U-  -.r  •  o-r.’eMt  an  #ps?*  rt  unity  to  e<"t*t  the 

In  1  .*!.*  ••■  •  ft.y.  T"  '•  :v t:  ■  «  •;  •  •:  :tU 

•*T  *■  ;rt;  r«  -  .  1  \*  %n  oros^ott  z  *1  th  the  !  to  ir»  -•.? 
the  Ft?*  Ctrl;,  teed  Trt;  #.9  }»  %X*e  ur  tifylAg,  oeaetit^riac 

■. 

WiOOO  tci  tb5  Xn.?v.’  A?  \t-  ri  ll-.n  5,-jt  f;  ?  to  flees- J  year 
ending  M«  30,  1914,  i-roel4e«  for  •  r;v^t|.#-.lly  the  #mm 
fere*  ef  explore#  ae  eae  •  r^rided  laet  year  for  taking  eare 
of  t  -.f •'.  •  ir#  ef  t'  »>  indlrldtusa  n«i*re  cf  thee#  trih### 


**pp&rmtly  bm©  eheelM  the  in  f*m* 

©r  «aUfcte-i-*t&r  £**&>  timid  it m  tvMma  mfr®y— 
in  the  tn&ivi&ml  pm#** ty  Interest  f  ttMM 

ta&im*** 

#%':•  *  bro«fcl»4  b.r  Ifc*  iMNkld  «M  »  ©Mmm  tr 

*10  tSw  ttotlMi  tft  etatktag  their  ©tit*  *  ri#*  %• 

■  >'*'.'•'?••  fr..  -■■•'•^  f«>,rv,  ■-■  » tlar..  Ir  •*  t.  -*i ?.?•  :•••$.«.  ' '  r-> 

«►$  ©rt  m$Mt 

#.*0®  «tr  su.-v  the  •  ©lief  teteb.i  i«h*l  i»  Va  ap» 

;  r-  TTi  Aim  <  '  1100*000,  Mlifctdwralfel#,  *©  fet  iMUri  t»  *#  r% 
•m4  d#**rTi»{;  IsKImm  t'.  mthlft  ONt-  te  8k#,  »nd  *m&r  1  •* 

• 

*f  h*lp  I#  needed  t*y  W*  Its  tfe* 

mf  ■  t  tend  fullf  l«  ®*8W(J  tti#  &&mkI  Mild  by  %#  Ocnr* 
«ra*«*t,  wit  «Sm»  letfk  '  '  —  11 '  r.*JwMrUy  tstmfad  H  m~ 

..  .  t;  ■."  ..  '•....  :■  •  k  }  ■  ~  M 

*?>  'A  t£  v.  :  ff  th*.t  x-*ti.v  JT  UiStllWU 

«r  1  "  V  rSntl.vn  *•  v:  iv.  f-:"  -  ''^•:;vir.^ 

fmd,  v1- * ''■■  v-  :  a  udd  <"T-rr  n-i  *r«*  •  ipda  fey  taui  ^m  for 

fck#  pwvjiNM*  at  live  dk-tfk  A  farr,  «^QftpMMt»  -whS  fe#  srfefsfcid 
fey  ifem*  e»t  ?  f  wmmI  tfeir  nrk  their  Mi  «ffcr  t»  #i(UppXp> 

lag  the  plea#  ©f  *.  MKtvttel  Vsujjf.,  #U#  *»t  the  ti«r 
weiilcf:  the  t*m  t  r^t  f«Uewft  the  -  rotfeitcm 

yw«fes#©  nt  ©r  ,  I**  utoafe  f©f  f?»  the 

f  ctMr  gra^tsiH*d  \%{-m  ttw  nt  ih*  ».*»• 

tibr*  Te  t&  «hr.i,i4er  epMitfell t tl#»  clvlsag 

tluwa  to  IttfS  %h®  mV'  ^  f  85.'’A«^  and  the 

^u»ia©v"'  ©*r«ri«ft©e  to  t%?-‘  e  iheg;  «w»lf^v-p«iptla^. 1 

*?;'.$  0MPd  th#  twjp#  ttm  t  thi#  pel  ley  «f 

©«l#».bli»hing  r«v©-i*rlar:  ftr  XnMmn9  either  bf  Street 

?'•  vH-vt!©a  -'-f  C;  ti^w^  '•  <?r*  fsceet  h  e#  by  t?.*  u««  ■•  f 

twYts<9  will  b“  ©eattmiW;!  -ai  t»  tfe«  fntrre 

■••t&l:-  U'lr^Uc.r.  -'  -•.:  •■■"■  fri*"  4'-  IWfe^tu 

•fe«  ©%'  er  r#st»r.e3»l4tl  n*M»  .f  s.  e  Bf  ••  ,1  ajp# 

In  th-->  re^-rt  «t.th  tv4ee  <K©sg5«ett* 

**T  e  |«©Xu  i  :  its  tlse  U-at  fndV;va  bl  ©f  -a  Itte  of 
#100,000  f^-r  €N8fk^'  the  rc-.t#f  md  ct  Umi 

a--  <*b«  XMiMlf  fcw^A?  ©e.jrifte-it  ««  rrl ♦«•©»•  *:f  ms*  at 
?rrt  S.U.,  atHi?,ry  tk-i*rr*  Ura#  hA*  fis^flre  the  ©©Ik* 

M  s t  n  ?!-<*•  ef  “  rt-  ;  f  thle  n-w'-  •  ■  -/.-r.r  o^ra#©««w 

llioN  fer  Msty  y#a.r&t  t©  c  •  ©tlpsa  of  the  title 

*  .‘■■•’••v  ■  *  ■  w.*'*  tr  ■ 

•  ye-iT  re-  .t  •■  r  m^:;  ••  *%sx  ■^•••!  r-v.  rl--  U*  n 

to  ©<vrry  .-vit  the  tve  y  «t>  Sf>  ti-  •  «  "f  th©  Ocv«iaMftt  t©  • 

rid©  *todi  mi  f -©mue©  for  th*  Ia-OMNjj  «r# 

rry  •?•*  ?i«4  t©  »f.  t--  ivt  C  w#"-'  ha#  -x  ■  to-,  ri  it«ki  #100*000  *«r 

IMa  -nr.  :m$  r  mil  \*  #15,000  frt  the  ^  A 

..  .  ...  - , 
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Neopit,  Wis.,  Dec.  16,  1P13. 


Inquiry  held  by  Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer,  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commis si oners 

Mr.  Ayer  interrogating  Mr.  Erigham. 

Q,.-  You  were  with  Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Kinney  two  days 

that  they  were  in  the  woods  and  with  Mr.  Kinney  the  one  following 
day  when  Mr.  Tyrrel  was  pointing  out  the  timber  to  substantiate 
his  letter  and  his  charges  about  logging  in  these  woods? 

A.-  I  was. 

Q.-  Do  you  think  Mr.  Tyrrel  had  any  practical  knowledge  or  evinced 
any  knowledge  of  conditions  in  logging  or  any  knowledge  of  the 
qualities  of  timbers  during  the  days  that  you  were  with  him? 

A.-  I  would  say  he  had  some  knowledge  but  the  major  part  of  his 

questions  and  statements  would  indicate  to  me  that  he  is  not  a 
practical  logger  and  that  his  estimates  on  the  conditions  of 
timber  left  on  the  ground  and  standing  burned  timber  were  very 
erroneous . 

Mr.  Ayer  interrogating  Mr.  Crowell. 

Q.-  Mr.  Crowell,  you  were  of  the  same  party.  Is  that  your  opinion 
also? 

A.-  Yes, sir. 

Q.-  (  To  Mr.  Brigham)-  Did  he  strike  you  as  being  a  man  who  wanted  to 

be  entirely  fair  and  get  a^the  true  state  of  affairs  or  not? 
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A.-  He  did  not. 

Q.-  The  same  with  you  Mr.  Crowell? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.-  (To  Mr.  Brigham.)-  Did  it  seem  to  you  that  he  felt  hound  to  make 
out  a  case,  hound  to  substantiate  his  charges  whether  they  would 
he  right  or  wrong  upon  investigation? 

A.-  It  certainly  did. 

Q.-  Mr.  Crowell? 

A.-  Yes,  sir.  It  would  seem  he  talked  more  for  the  effect  that  his 

speech  would  have  on  the  Indians  accompanying  us  than  any  effect 
on  us  . 

Q.-  Is  that  your  opinion  too,  Mr.  Brigham? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.-  (To  Mr.  Brigham.)-  The  territory  over  which  these  logs  were  scaled 
covered  all  the  territory  visited  hy  you  while  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Tyrrel  and  the  Indians? 

A.-  It  did. 

Q.-  How  much  more? 

A.-  Twenty-five  per  cent.  more.  At  least  twenty-five  per  cent.  more. 

Q.-  And  that  is  your  judgment,  Mr.  Crowell? 


Q.-  I  see  that  in  your  summary  you  say  that  sixty-one  thousand  feet 
out  of  the  ninety-four  thousand  feet  is  accessible  to  present 


year’s  operation.  About  what  percentage  of  the  thirty-three 
thousand  feet  can  there  be  got  to  the  mill  with  a  reasonable 
profit? 

A.-  (By  Mr.  Brigham.)  About  thirty  per  cent. 

Q . -  That-  is  your  judgment,  Mr.  Crowell? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 


'-"g 
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BEFORE  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

In  re  : 

Administration  of  A. S. Nicholson, : 

United  States  Superintendent,  : 

Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  : 

steeocnsin.  : 


Comes  now  3). F. Tyrrell,  an  attorney  at  law,  andna 
resident  of  Gillett,  'yieconsin,  and  for  and  or)  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  Menominee  Tribe  of  Indians  makes  the  following 
charges  against  A.^*vicholson, duperintenaent  in  charge  of  the 
Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  to-wit; 

1.  That  A. o.IUoholson  has, contrary  to  the  plain 
provision  contained  in  Section  2  of  the  Act  of  March  23,1903, 

(35  Ctat.L. 51) , refused  employment  to  members  of  the  Menominee 
Tribe  of  Indians  in  connection  with  the  logging  operations, 
although  the  Indian  applicants  were  ’veil  qualified  to  fill  said 
positions,  and  has,  contrary/  to  the  terms  of  the  statute  and  the 
prohibition  therein  contained,  employed  large  numbers  of  white 
people  to  fill  the  coo  it  ions  in  connect  ion  with  said  logging 
operations  applied  for  by  the  Indians  and  which  employment  ?ras 
denied  the  Indians;  that  the  wages  paid  the  white  labor  in 

many  instances  has  been  excessive  and  must  greater  than  the 
wages  paid  to  Indians  performing  similar  duties. 

2.  That  he  has  retained  white  persons  in  responsible 
positions  who  have  introduced  liquor  on  the  reservation  and  who 
have  been  intoxicated  on  the  reservation  anu  which  facts  have 
come  to  Mr.  Nicholson’s  personal  knowledge;  that  so  far  as  com¬ 
plainant  has  been  able  to  learn,  Agent  Nicholson  has  never  even 
reprimanded  the  white  employee.  .0  offending  against  the  law. 
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of  the  United  States,  while  for  similar  offence©  committed  by  the 
Indian©  he  has  caused  the  arrest  of  the  Indian,  his  incarceration  in 
jail  pending  trial  and  subsequent  conviction. 

3.  That  he  has  permitted  his  white  aubordinates  and 
employees  with  his  knowledge  to  apply  vile  epithets  to  members  of  the 
Menominee  Tribe,  and  has  failed  or  refused  to  reprimand  his  white 
agents  and  employees  for  the  use  of  such  language  to  the  members  of 
the  tribe. 

4.  That  he  has  uniformly  imposed  upon  the  Indian  employ¬ 
ees  the  duty  of  performing  the  more  laborious,  difficult  and  unpleasant 
duties  in  connection  with  the  logging  operations  and  has  permitted  the 
assignment  of  thb  .vnifce  employees  to  the  more  favored  positions. 

5.  That  uuring  his  entire  administration  he  has  never 
investigated  or  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  so-called  MPagan 
Indians**,  who  are  now  and  have  been  at  various  times  in  a  destitute, 
pitiful  and  almoelstarving  condition,  and  has  refused  to  permit  them 
to  use  the  refuse  lumber,  which  has  gone  to  waste,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  their  dilapidated  homes,  many  of  which  are  unfit  for 
habitation, 

6.  That  he  has  refused  to  permit  members  of  the  tribe  to 
use  the  refuse  from  the  lumbering  operations  for  fuel  or  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  their  places,  and  in  cases  when  they  have  taken  refuse 
from  the  logging  operations  which  was  discarded  as  of  no  value,  he  has 
required  them  to  pay  for  the  same. 

7.  That  he  ha3  refused  to  permit  members  of  the  tribe  to 
use  and  oonsuiae  vegetables  and  food  products  raised  on  the  reserva- 
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tion  farm,  although  said  vegetables  and  food  products  were  then  decaying 
and  did  subsequently  deoay  and  were  thrown  away,  sd4d  refusals  being 
made  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  were  in  need  of  food  products,  and  when 
they  were  without  funds  with  which  to  purchase  them. 

8.  That  he  has  permitted  white  employees  on  the  reserva¬ 
tion  to  obtain  articles  from  the  Indian  warehouse  at  a  lower  price  than 
that  at  which  the  same  article  has  been  sold  to  the  Indian  employees. 

9.  That  he  has  attempted  by  intimidation  and  coercion 
to  prevent  the  members  of  the  tiibe  from  communicating  with  the 
aurhorities  ac.  Wasington  relative  to  the  unsatisf  actory  conditions 
existing  on  the  reservation,  and  in  cases  where  certain  Indians  have 
advanced  funds  ?/ith  .vhich  to  'defray  the  expenses  of  making  their  com¬ 
plaints  known  to  the  authorities  at  Washington,  he  has  caused  the 
Indian  thus  advancing  the  funds  to  be  discharged  from  his  position, 
and  in  other  cases  hac  threatened  to  incarcerate  the  Indians  in  jail 
if  they  attempted  to  communicated,  relative  to  their  tribal  mutter?, 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  the  Commissi  oner  of  Indian 
Affairs. 

10.  That  under  his  admin istrattonnthe  Indians  have  sus¬ 
tained  a  loss  in  their  logging  and  lumbering  operations  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  due  to  carelessness,  mismanagement  and 
mal-adminls tration, and  that  he  has  knowingly  and  with  intent  to 
deceive  the  Indians,  represented  to  the  Indians  in  private  talks  and 
in  public  statements  that  the  logging  operations  were  now  and  have 
been  throughout  his  administration  conducted  with  a  profit  to  the 
tribe,  the  os aid  Superintendent  at  the  time  said  representations  were 
made  knowing  full  well  that  said  representations  were  false  and  untrue. 


u.  That  in  an  attempt  to  show  a  profit  in  the  logging  and 
lumbering  operations  he  has  confined  the  out  in  the  woods  to  the 
choicest  standing  timber,  and  has  ti  violation  of  Section  2  of  the 
Aot  of  March  28,1908,  supra,  contracted  with  lumbermen  for  the 
squaring  of  merchantable  timber  and  the  sale  of  the  same  to  them  at 
prices  far  less  than  the  name  timber  manufactured  into  lumber  would 
have  brought;  that  he  has  likewise  oo  trary  to  the  provisions  of 
Section  3  of  the  Act  of  Haroh  38,1903,  supra,  oontraoted  with  certain 
white  persona  for  the  manufacture  cf  laths  and  shingles;  that  he 
has  directed  the  oasstruction  of  branch  lines  of  railroad  into 
certain  logging  districts,  -at  great  expense  to  the  tribe  and  has, 
before  the  timber  then  cat  in  said  district  was  removed,  taken  up 
said  railrcmd  and  has  left  the  remaining  timber  in  the  woods;  that 
large  quantities  of  valuable  timber  out  in  the  woods  have  been  left 
to  decay  and  have  become  worthless;  that  an  one  place  in  the  logging 
operations  under  his  directions  all  white  and  Norway  pine  was  out  V 
from  a  burned  over  area  and  a  very  large  quantity  of  valuable 
hemlock  was  left  to  spoil  in  this  same  area. 

12.  That  he  has  refused  to  permit  the  Indians  to  inspect 
the  books  and  records  of  the  office  and  ascertain  for  thensilves 
the  facts  with  reference  to  said  logging  operations;  that  he  has 
reoently  attempted  to  cover  up  and  conceal  from  view  the  careless 
and  incompetent  administration  of  affaire;  that  reoently  and  when 
It  beoame  apparent  that  a  thorough  inquiry  would  be  made  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Wenominee  Indians,  pursuant  to  his  instructions  a 
thorough  cleaning  up  around  the  mill  occurred,  which  was  the  first 
time  such  a  cleaning  up  had  occurred  during  his  administration;  that 


because  of  the  refusal  of  certain  Indian  employees  to  cover  up  and 
conceal  from  view  the  waste  in  the  lumbering  operations  around  the 
mill,  as  directed  so  to  do  by  their  superior  officers,  they  were, 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  Superintendent,  dismissed,  from  their 
positions. 

13.  That  his  conduct  towards  the  Indians  has  been  so  un¬ 
fair,  unjust,  arrogant,  offensive  and  insolent  that  the  Indians  are 
practically  unanimous  in  demanding  hi?  removal  from  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  their  tribe,  many  of  them  going  so  far  as  to 
assert  that  unless  he  is  removed  and  an  agent  who  will  d-jal  fairly 
and  justly  with  them  is  placed  in  charge  they  will  be  compelled  to 
leave  the  reoorvat i on;  that  conditions  are  critic *1,  the  Indians 
being  dissatisfied  and  restless  to  an  alarming  degree,  all  due  to 
the  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Agent  and  the  mismanagement 
of  their  affairs  by  him. 

Complainant  re  ectfully  requests  that  a  copy  of  these 
charges  be  served  upon  Superintendent  Nicholson,  and  that  after  due 
notice  ti>  all  parties  interested  said  charges  be  investigated  and 
fully  inquired  into  by  Your  Honor,  the  Commies  loner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
or  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  Merritt,  or  by 
some  competent  man  to  be  designated  by  your  Honor  whose  ability  and 
probity  is  beyond  question. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(signed)  D.  I?. Tyrrell _ 

Representing  the 

Menomieee  Indians. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D  C. 


1606  Morris  Building, 

1421  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia 
December  16tb,  1913. 


To  Members  Purchasing  committee  Hoard  of  Indian  commissioners, 

By  direction  of  Commissioner  Vaux,  Chairman  of  the 
Purchasing  Committee,  I  am  submitting  for  your  consideration  copy 
of  a  proposed  draft  of  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af¬ 
fairs,  recommending  certain  amendments  in  the  existing  printed 
specifications  for  the  purchase  of  piece  goods,  clothing,  over¬ 
alls,  shirts  and  tailors*  trimmings  for  the  Indian  Service  and 
also  a  recommendation  that  a  new  set  of  standard  samples  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  various  ware-houses. 


These  recommendations  are  the  result  in  part  of  a 


visit  wliich  I  made  at  the  hew  ork  Warehouse  last  onday  at  the 
request  of  Chairman  Vaux,  at  which  time  I  met  A  Mr.  Matheson,  the 
clothing  inspector,  and  Mr.  Hennessey,  Superintendent  of  the  Hew 
York  Warehouse. 


At  the  present  time  the  specifications  for  piece  goods 


and  clothing  do  not  conform  with  tne  standard  samples.  The  re¬ 
sult  is  that  honest  contractors  may  have  honest  misunderstandings 
of  the  requireuents  under  wnich  they  are  working  and  dishonest  con¬ 
tractors  might  find  a  pretext  in  the  present  double  standard  to 
quibble,  and  even  to  impose  deliveries  upon  the  Government  below 
specifications. 


It  has  also  resulted  where  samples  of  clothing  are  not 


required  and  where  the  material  used  to  make  the  standard  samples 
has  fcoverned.the  one  mill  manufacturing  the  material  in  this  stand¬ 
ard  sample  has  been  able  to  exercise  a  monopoly  of  the  goods  fur¬ 
nished  and  deprive  the  Government  the  benefit  of  competition  among 
manufacturers.  To  correct  these  two  evils, after  going  over  tne 
whole  matter  very  carefully  with  Chairman  Vaux,  it  is  thought  best 
to  require  the  submission  of  samples  of  clothing  witn  all  bide, 
and  to  nave  new  standard  samples  made  which  agree  with  the  specifica¬ 
tions.  Accordingly  the  proposed  draft  of  letter  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  has  been  prepared  and  is  submitted 
for  suggestions  from  you  or  for  your  approval,  if  you  have  no  modi¬ 
fications  to  suggest.  New  proposal  blanks  will  be  printed  very 
soon  and  it  is  therefore  desirable  that  your  wishes  be  made  known 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 


Very  truly  yours. 


department  of  the  interior 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Dec.  17,  1913. 


ROOM  £8,  BUREAU  OF  MINES. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  11th 
asking  for  information  concerning  Webster 
Ballinger,  an  attorney  of  this  City,  and 
Mr.  D.  F.  Tyrrell,  an  attorney  of  Gillette, 
Wisconsin.  Mr.  Ballinger  and  Mr.  Tyrrell 
are  associated  as  applicants  for  an  attorneys ’ 
contract  with  the  Menominee  Indians.  I  was 
informed  this  morning  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  is  in  the 
City  and  that  he  has  filed  charges  concerning 
the  administration  of  affairs  at  Menominee. 

I  have  not  learned  the  character  of  his  charges 
beyond  the  intimation  that  he  was  not  pleased 
with  the  investigation  made  under  your  direction. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Secretary. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF'  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Dec,  17, 

ROOM  28,  BUREAU  OR  MINES. 


1913. 

fir 


>1 


1st 


y 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  have  just  completed  tentative  arrange¬ 
ments,  subject  to  the  approval  of  yourself  and 
other  members  of  the  Board  interested,  for  a  series 
of  brief  addresses  by  yourself,  Commissioner  Eliot 
and  Commissioner  Ketcham  at  the  auditorium  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Washington  Society  of  Engineers  on  the  night  of 
February  5th,  the  subject  of  the  addresses  to  be 
the  Indians  visaed  by  you.  Dr.  Joseph  K.  Dixon 
representing  Mr,  Rodman  Wanamaker ,  who  has  recent¬ 
ly  completed  and  expedition  throughout  the  Indian 
country  and  taken  some  excellent  pictures,  some  of  them 
motion  pictures,  has  consented,  subject  to  the  approv¬ 
al  of  Mr.  Wanamaker,  to  show  the  pictures  concerning 
the  Indians  to  be  discussed  by  the  members  of  the 
Board  on  that  occasion.  This  is  the  general  outline 
of  the  plan  which  may  be  modified  as  you  and  other 
members  of  the  Board  wish.  If  this  plan  is  carried 
forward,  it  is  my  intention  especially,  to  urge  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Indian  Committee  c[ne  others  interested 
in  Indian  Affairs  to  be  present.  It  willbe  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  the  Board  Id  strike  some 
effective  blows  in  its  own  behalf.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  have  you  advise  me  if  you  see  any  objections. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Hon. Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Bldg, , 
Chicago,  Ill, 

FHA/RB 


Neopit,  W i s . ,  De0 •  17,  1913. 

Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer,  of  the  Indian  Commissioners,  interrogating 


Thomas  pricket . 

ft.-  There  has  been  a  question  come  up  about  the  money  raised  by  the  Tribe 
here  and  given  to  attorneys.  How  much  money  has  been  raised  for  that 
purpose  and  given  to  attorneys? 

A.-  I  have  the  book  at  the  house.  I  couldn’t  say. 

Q.-  Will  you  furnish  me  a  list  of  these  names  this  afternoon? 

A.-  Yes,  sir.  Certainly. 

Q.-  That  money  was  sent  to  Mr.  Ballinger  in  Washington  or  giver  to  Mr. 
Tyrrel? 

A.-  No,  sir. 

ft.-  Sent  to  Mr.  Ballinger? 

A.-  Yes,  sir.  Two  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

ft.-  You  raised  $250.00  for  Mr.  Tyrrel? 

A.-  No,  for  Mr.  Ballinger.  We  raised  it  for  the  investigation  that  is 
to  come. 

ft.-  Did  you  expect,  then,  when  the  investigation  was  here  to  have  a 
lawyer  come  here? 

A.-  Yes,  to  conduct  our  affairs. 

ft.-  Had  you  been  promised  an  investigation? 

A.-  I  think  the  Indian  Office  appointed  some  joint  committee  to  investigat' 
all  the  Reservations  in  the  United  States. 

ft.-  Who  promised  you? 


A.-  The  Department. 

Q.-  You  were  in  the  party  that  went  in  the  woods? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.-  Had  you  "been  logging  in  the  woods? 

A.-  Ho,  sir. 

Q.-  For  what  purpose  did  you  go? 

A.-  Well,  there  has  been  parties  here  that  saw  timber  that  Mr. 

Kemnitz  left  lying  here  cut  and  I  was  ordered  by  the  committee 
to  see  where  the  logs  were . 

Q.-  Then  there  is  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Tribe  to  look  after 
these  affairs? 

A.-  Yes,  sir* 

Q.-  Who  are  the  members  of  the  committee? 

A.-  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew,  Louis  LaFrombois  and  myself. 

Q.-  Just  throe  of  you? 

A.-  Yes. 

Q.-  is  Oshkenaniew  still  in  good  standing  in  that  committee? 

A.-  I  think  so .  ^ 

Q.-  In  regard  to  cleaning  up  the  mill.  They  commenced  cleaning  up 
when  the  mill  was  shut  down? 

A.-  I  think  so. 

Q.-  After  they  shut  half  they  commenced  to  clean  up? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.-  When  all  the  mill  was  shut  down  they  put  on  a  greater  force? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.-  Now,  you  say  that  all  of  this  money  that  was  raised  here  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Ballinger? 

A.-  No,  sir.  Mr.  Tyrrel,  we  had  to  pay  his  expenses. 

Q.-  When  he  came  up? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.-  How  much  did  you  pay  him? 

A.-  We  paid  him  $  125. 00. 

Q.-  The  "balance  of  the  $250.00? 

A.-  The  "balance  was  sent  to  Mr.  Ballinger. 

)(Q.-  Do  you  know  that  ijoxxx  LaPrombois  mortgaged  his  place  and  sent  $2.K0.00 
to  Mr.  Ballinger? 

A.-  No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q,.-  You  never  heard  that  he  sent  any? 

A.-  I  think  he  did. 

Q,.-  You  have  heard  of  it? 

A.-  Yes. 

Q.-  How  much  was  that? 

A.-  That  was  $250.00  that  we  raised  for  Mr.  Ballinger. 

Q.-  Then  you  raised  $125.00  later  for  Mr.  Tyrrel? 

A.-  Yes,  for  his  expenses. 

W.-  That  money  was  raised  "by  LaFrombois,  the  two  hundred  fifty  dollars? 

A.-  Yes. 
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You  do  not  know  whether  he  mortgaged  his  place  or  not? 

No,  he  had  no  real  estate  to  mortgage.  He  had  friends  and  raised 
the  money . 

So  that  makes  $375.00  the  Trihe  has  raised  altogether? 

Yes  . 

When  was  the  money  sent  to  Mr.  Ballinger? 

Just  before  you  came  up  the  other  time. 

It  has  been  supposed,  Mr.  Pricket,  that  a  law  firm  of  Tyrrel  & 
Ballinger  are  attorneys  before  the  Court  of  Claims  for  Mr.  Cook  in 
pressing  his  claim  against  the  Menominee  Indians  before  the  Court 
of  Claims.  Is  that  true? 

-y 

I  do  net  think  it .  f 

What  reason  have  you  for  not  thinking  that  Mr.  Tyrrel  and  Mr. 
Ballinger  represent  Mr.  Cook  in  his  claim  for  $32,000  and 
$100,000  damages  before  the  Court  of  Claims  in  Washington? 

This  Tyrrel  would  not  accept  his  ERxsi  claim  because  it  was  turned 
down  here  before  they  took  up  them  other  cases.  That  is  how  I 
come  to  know  it. 

Has  Tyrrel  told  you  or  any  Indians  in  your  presence  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it? 

Yes,  sir.  He  aaid  so. 

He  told  the  Indians  so  in  your  presence? 

Yes,  sir. 


-5- 

Q.~  Do  you  think  he  is  attorney  of  some  of  the  Indian  claims  on  the 
same  jot? 

A.-  Yes,  sir. 

Q.-  You  feel  very  sure  that  Mr.  Tyrrel  and  Mr.  Ballinger  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Cook  claim  before  the  Court  in  Washington? 

A.-  Yes,  sir.  I  am  sure. 


MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 
NE0PI7  ,WIS. 

STATEMENT  PROM  OCT. 1,1912  TO  SEPT.  30,1913. 


570.20 

26,437.23 


1.452.033.30  431. 180.94 


RESOURCES. 

Cash  in  Office 
Cash  on  Deposit  S.D.A.  a/c 
Cash  on  Deposit, Receipts  1,883,214.24 
Less  Withdrawals  from 
Menominee  Log  Fund 
Stumpage 
Accounts  Receivable 
Mills  &  Plant 

Lumber,  Lath,  Shingles,  etc. 

Buildings 

Furniture  &  Equip,  in  Bldgs. 

Water  Works,  Heating  &  Sewerage  plants 
Forest  Watch  Towers 
Merchandise,  Supplies  &  Equip. 

Insurance,  Unexpired  Premiums 

Electric  Light  &  Telephone  Systems 

Camps,  Logging  Roads,  Landing  jR.R.*5  purs, 

Log  Loaders,  Wagons,  Sleighs,  etc. 

Reservation  Improvements 

Reservation  Expense 

Education  of  Indians 

Farm 

R.R.  &  Equipment 
Live  Stock 

Loss  Dead  &  Down  Operations 
Irt.on  Investment  Dead  &  Down  Oper. 


Less  33  1/3^  Ind.Labor  D.& 

Profit  on  Green  Timber  Oper, 
Less  Interest  on  Investment 
Net  profit  over  &  above 
Stumpage  &  Interest 
Plus  33  l/o#  Indian  Labor 
Green  Timber  Operation 


etc « 

52,549.91 

13,458.13 

125.107.59 


269,695.92 

34,861.92 

iC4,567.M 

27.642.58 


458, 

6,263, 

21, 

407, 

406, 

75, 

4, 

16, 

2, 

41, 

6, 

11, 

24, 

11, 


188.37 

441.48 

638.49 
717.18 

986.97 
114.30 

380.98 
624.47 
371.46 
078.26 
903.13 
103.69 
156.97 
236.21 


191,115.63 
18,996.49 
115,911.84 
20, 189.20 


271,676.84 

196.313.29 

75,3637bB 


97 . 465.01  172,828.56 


104.086.70 


Net  Loss 


8,201,241.82 


LIABILITIES 


Accounts  Payable 

Impairment  a/c  -Depreciation  Plant, etc. 
Impairement  a/c-  H  Reservation  Imp. 

United  States  -  Cash  Investment 
United  States  -  Timber  " 

United  States  -  Interest  on  Investment 


19,870.70 
109,929.84 
4,725.15 
1,062,106.79 
6,773,434.13 
231. 175.21 

8,201,241.82 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS 
OCT.  1,  1912,  to  Sept.  30,1913 
CREDIT. 


Lumber 

42,931.64 

Shingles 

785.92 

Slats 

175.86 

Ice  c 

4.95 

Lath 

14,089.93 

Pickets 

71.08 

Planing  Mill 

5,593.14 

Rock  Elm  Timbers 

14,114.88 

White  Pine  Timbers 

17,898.28 

Rent  -  Dwellings 

2,511.37 

Pulpwood 

62.42 

Water  taken  by  W.&  N.R.K. Co .Engines 

127.05 

Profit  on  rWanagan  sold  from  Warehouse 

1,055.38 

Hogs 

134.93 

Interest  Earnings 

491.49 

Ties 

873.79 

Wood  -  Contract 

137.41 

Wood 

314.34 

Bark 

620.28 

Physician  Account 

655.66 

Refunds, Disallowance  P. S. Everest, S.D. A. a/c 

2.42 

102,650.22 

DEB  IT . 

Crating 

204.25 

Posts 

Basswood  Bolts  due  to  flood,  etc. 

3.95 

849.30 

Hotel  v 

484.50 

Merchandise  spoiled  &  condemned  at  Warehouse 

434.23 

Exceptions  to  P.S. Everest  a/c  error  2/30/12 

21.02 

Thos. McMahon  -  1  Hame  Strap  sold 

a/c  Uncollectible 

.25 

50#  Burning  Brush  Cp.ll  -  1912  -  Lbr . 

180.15 

2.177.65 

Profit 

109,472.57 

Plus  33  1/3#  Indian  Labor  Oct.  1,1912, to  Sept. 30. 

,1913 

28.277.80 

"12^T50.^' 

Less  Interest  on  Investment  10/l/l2  to  9/30/13 

45.093.32 

Net  Profit  83,657.05 


Over  and  above  Stumpage  and  Interest 


SUMMARY  PROPIT  AND  LOSS 


b%  Interest  Dead  &  Down  Operations  34,861.52 

5#  "  Green  Timber  Oper.  ll/l/09 -6/30/10  29,062.94 

5%  H  "  M  "  7/1/10-9/30/11  70,225.38 

5%  "  "  *  "  10/1/11-9/30/12  51,931.65 

M  w  «  h  10/1/12-9/30/13  45,093.32 

Less 

Profit  on  Green 

Timber  Oper. 


ll/fc/09-6/30/10 

7/1/10-9/30/11 

10/1/11-9/30/12 

10/1/12-9/30/13 


Loss  Dead  &  Down  Operations 


Less 

33  1/3^  Indian  Labor  Dead  &  Down  Operations  27,642.58 
"  «  m  Green 

Timber  Oper.  H/l/09 -6/30/10  14,723.92 

"  rt  "  H  7/1/10-9/30/11  29,727.91 

"  H  "  "  10/1/11-9/30/12  24,735.38 

"  "  "  w  10/1/12-9/30/13  28.277.80 


See  Note  Next  Page. 


231,175.21 


30844.16 

56156.15 

84203.96 

100472.57 

- 27T, 676.84 

269.695.92 


1.980.92 

2S5tTW,,.T9 


125.107.59 

104,086.70 
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NOTE 


Profit  to  Menominee  Indian  Tribe  on 

Green  Timber  Operations  only  (without 
33  1/3#  Indian  Labor) 

Stumpage  on  123,265,554  Ft.  Timber 
cut  ®  an  average  of  4.40 

5#  Interest  on  capital  invested  together 
with  all  sums  withdrawn  from  Menominee 
Log  Funds  less  deposit  of  receipts 
returned  to  Treasury 

Profit  over  and  above  stumpage  &  Interest 

Total  Profit  to  Menominee  Indian  Tribe 
on  Green  Timber  Operations 


543,411.78 


196,313.29 

74.788.20 

814,513.27 


This  is  assuming  that  Lumber,  Lath,  Shingles,  Logs 
and  other  products  on  hand  are  worth  their  cost,  and  the  most 
conservative  estimate  is  that  they  are  worth  considerable  more 


than  cost. 


LUMBER. 

Inventory  ^ot.  1,1912  58,555,148  Ft. 

515,482.33 

Miscellaneous  Exp.  Insurance,  etc. 

13,484.23 

Logs  Sawed  31,105,240  Stump  to  Kill 

148,069.03 

Stumpage  on  Logs 

84,419.95 

Unloading  Logs 

3,555.12 

Boomage 

9, 093.54 

Manufacturing  31,840,896  Ft. 

71,609.98 

Yarding  M 

26,038.15 

Piling  w 

13,366.71 

Shipping  41,654,905  Ft. 

57,645.18 

Sales  Expense  " 

3,226.10 

Sales  40,126,035  Ft. 

617,442.46 

Used  In  Construction  1,528,870  Ft. 

Shortage  §  Diff.  in  Estimates,  Breakage  in 

15,988.43 

handling, etc. ,  415,159  Ft. 

Inventory  Sept. 30,1913  28,325,980  Ft. 

355,491.05 

Net  Profit 

42.931.64 

988, 921.94 

988,921.94 

Average  Sales  15,05 

Average  Cost  14.01 

Average  Profit  1.04 

4 

:  f 

1 

/ 

LATH 

Inventory  Oct. 1,1912  3,965,000 

Miscellaneous  Expense,  Insurance,  Fire 

4,002.90 

Protection,  etc; 

238.89 

Lath  Timber  191  Cords  only,  balance 

timber  refuse  from  saw  mill 

766.93 

Manufacturing  8,161,800 

7,171.49 

Yarding  M 

1,817.56 

Shipping  9,556.480 

983.88 

Sales  Expense  M 

156.14 

Sales  9,475.330 

26,222.11 

Used  in  Construction  81,150 

Shortage  -  Errors  in  Counting, Breakage 

112.27 

in  handling,  etc., 54, 370 

Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913  2,515.950 

2,893.34 

Net  Profit 

14,089.93 

29,227.72 

29,227.72 

Average  Sales  2.74 

Average  Cost  1.30 

Average  Profit  1.44 

i 

4 

i 

SHINGLES. 


Inventory  Oot.  1,1912  1,041,000  2,134.05 
Miscellaneous  Expense, Insurance, 

Fire  Protect  ion, etc .  75.09 
Shingle  Timber  721,860  Ft. Logs  5,591.10 
Shingle  Timber  Boomage  "  204.43 
Manufacturing  5,656,000  4,205.35 
Y&rding  H  496.37 
Shipping  3,446,000  179.71 
Sales  Expense  28.70 


Sales  3,272,500  / 

Used  in  Construction  173,500 
Shortage  -  Errors  in  Counting, Breakage 
in  handling,  €tc.,  5,750 

Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913  3,245,250 

Net  Profit  785,92 

13,700.92 


7,342,36 

225.04 


6,133.52 


13,700.92 


Average  Sales  2,19 

Average  Cost  1.95 

Average  Profit.  ,24 


PICKETS 


Inventory  uct.  1,1512 

74,738 

251.52 

Miscellaneous  Expense 

Insurance  Fire 

Protection 

etc . 

3.22 

Manuf actur ing 

99,492 

257.80 

Yarding 

n 

.64 

Shipping 

80,442 

7.43 

Sale?.  Expense 

t! 

.46 

Sales  80,442 

Shortage  ,  error  in  counting, breakage 
in  handling,  etc.  7,312 

Inventory  sept. 30,1913  86,476 

Net  Profit 


337.91 

254.24 

71.08  

592.15  5S2.15 


Average 

Sales 

3.85 

Average 

Cost 

3.04 

Average 

rrof  it 

SLATS 


Inventory  ^ct.  1,1912  235,300 

Miscellaneous  Expense,  Insurance,  Fire 
Protection,  etc. 

Manufacturing  276,000 

Yarding  M 

Shipping  433,700 

Sales  Expense  " 


294.01 

3.70 

442.96 

1.94 

44.45 

3.23 


Sales  433,700 

Inventory  77,600 

Overrun  accounted 
for  by  errors  in 
counting,  talcing 
inventory  or 
Mill  Tallies  3,600 

86,200 


839.16 


 124.99 
964.15  964.15 


1.93 

1.56 


Average  Sales 
Average  Cost 
Average  Profit 


,37 


PLATTING  HILL 


Labor 

12,329.33 

Pcwer  furnished  by  Saw  Mill 

637.00 

Planing  Hill  supplies,  raise. 

719.86 

Planing  Mill  "  Lub.  &  Waste 

279.38 

Electric  Light  expense 

165.46 

Depreciation  water  works  Plant  system 

34.65 

«  «  «  vi re  pump 

2.22 

tt  w  w  Hose  8c  Equip. 

34.71 

••  500  ft.  fire  limit 

15.29 

M  Planing  Mill  Bldg.&  Machinery. 

203.49 

Might  watch  expense 

58.65 

Pir?  Protection  clean  up  refuse  etc. 

203.47 

General  expense 

562.50 

Insurance 

352.35 

22,191,53 


22,191, 53 

Average  Price  received  for  .milling  lumber  .93 

Averafe  Crate  *  "  H  ”  .69 

Average  Profit  .24 


23,9o3,031  ft.  milled  &  worked  at  various  prices 

Wet  Profit  5, 593.14 

22,191.53 


ROCK  ELM  TIMBERS 


Expense  of  Logging  borne  by  Purchasers. 


Stumpac-e  1,805.60 
Forest  Expense  Saly  Dept .Forest  Supervisor  140.97 
General  Logging  expense  304.78 
General  expense  653.28 
Sales  Expense  20.00 


SS&es 


 17,039.51 
17,039.51  17,039.51 


360,400  ft.  sold  and  shipped. 
Profit  Per  M  39.17 


IV  ~ 


WHITS  PINE  TIM3ERS 


-Expense  Logging  Borne  by  Purchasers. 


Trackage  Paid  Wis.  &  Nor.  R.&.  3.00 
Labor  &  Expense  scaling  5.21 
General  expense  49.53 
General  Logging  expense  24.35 
Sales  Expense  20.14 
Freighting  Men.Ind.  R.R.  293.02 
Camp  14  R.R.  Branches  93.06 
Stumpage  3,650.91 


Sales  _ 

Net  Profit  .  17.898.28 

22,037.50 

331.640  ft.  sold  and  shipped 
Profit  per  H  53.97 


i 


22,037.50 


22,037/50 


RENT 

**  DWELLINGS. 

Depreciation  wells  and  pumps 

w  Permanent  dwellings 

"  Tarpaper  " 

w  Waterwo r^Plant  &  System 

»  mm  pire  pump 

"  "  "  Ho se  &  Equip. 

Insurance 

59.48 

1,534.12 

554.58 

57.75 

3.70 

57.85 

77.27 

Tentals 

4,856.12 

Net  Profit 

2.511.37 

4,856.12 

4,856.12 

Co 8 1  of  Dwellings 
w  "  Repairs 

M  "  Wells  &  Pumps 

&  Repairs  thereto 

43,752.66 

3,264.16 

986.91 

Investment 

48,003.73 

Profit  of  5-3/10#  per  annum  on  investment. 

/  - 

Inventory  Oct,  1,1912 


191 


126.18 


Used  in  constructions? 
Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913 

None  Sold. 


9 

182 


18.13 
 108.05 

126.18  126. ai8 


Used  in  construction  charged  at  cost 


WATER  TAKEN  BY  WIS.  &  NOR.  R.R.CO.  ENGINE 


Water  taken  by  Wisconsin  &  Northern  R.R.Co. 
Engines  at  .35/  per  day  as  per  agreement 


Profit  on  Wanagan  sold  from  Warehouse. 

Profit  on  Wanagan  goods  sold  to  Employees  At 
Mill  plant  at  He op it 


127.05 


1,055.38 


PULPWOOD 


Inventory  Oct. I, 1912  168.45 

Paid  for  cutting  1,628.64 

"  "  peeling  293.40 

Labor  &  expense  logging  148.31 

Sales  Expense  20.00 


Sales 

Inventory  Sept. 30, 3-913 

Net  Profit 


2,006.52 

315.00 


62.42  

2,321.52  2,321.52 


Most  of  this  pulpvood  was  sold  and  paid  for  in  1912,  but 
not  peeled  and  shipped  out  until  1913. 


WOOD  *  CONTRACT . 

Wood  cut  from  brush  piped  at  Camps  4  &  5  ,  1910  Logging. 


Inventory  ^ct.  1,1912  1398  l/2  s*  cords 

Paid  Contractors  for  Hauling 

Labor  Hauling  &  Delivering 

Sales  Expense 

General  Expense 

1,118.80 

356.62 

271.81 

10.00 

5.00 

Sales 

Inventory  sept .30, 1913 . 

1,091/86 

957.96 

Net  Profit 

287.59 

2,049.82 

2,049.82 

Sales  546  Cords  -  Profit  per  Cord  .52 

Cr.  to  Camps  4  &  5  Burning  Brush  150.18 

Cr.  to  Rrofit  &  Loss  137.41 

287.59 


BASSWOOD  BOLTS, 


Inventory  Oct.  1,1912  (Estimated  897.84 
Labor  Loading  127.54 
Board  "  8.37 
Paid  Contractors  for  hauling  91.00 
General  Logging  expense  3.43 
Sales  Expense  5.00 
General  Expense  6.37 


Sales 


290.25 


Net  Loss 


 849.30 
1,139.55  1,139.55 


These  were  cut  from  old  dead  and  down  Basswood  Logs  left  in 
stream  and  were  handled  at  a  small  loss  per  cord.  Some  of  these 
bolts  went  down  stream  in  flood  when  dam  went  out  in  1912. 


t 


WOOD 


Inventory  Oct. 1,1912  531  single  cds.  16"  231.00 

Late or  1,756.51 

Board  of  Teams  588.27 

Blacksmith  Shop  (shoeing)  27.05 

Depreciation  Wood  Yard  30.24 

"  Wagons  &  Sleights  28.07 

"  Horses  79,65 

"  Harness  42,53 

Live  Stock  Expense  34.63 

Sales  Expense  40.00 

General  Expense  90.68 

Paid  Contractors  for  sawing  390  cds.  4*  slabs  234,00 

4'  Slabs  sawed  390  cds  &  .30  117.00 


Sales  1353  single  cords  &  2.22 
Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913  1533  single  cords 

Hat  Profit  .  314.84 

3,601.95 


2,988.75 

613,20 


3,601.95 


; 


Approximately  1355  cords  sold 
Profit  per  cord  is  .23/ 


ICE 


Inventory  Oct,  1,  1912. 

15,00 

Labor,  Harvesting,  etc. 

208.79 

Blacksmith  Shop,  shoeing 

.60 

Board  of  Teams  v 

14,75 

Live  Stock  Expense 

.16 

Depreciation  Ice  House  Bldg. 

40.24 

M  hum  Equipment 

4.91 

"  Horses 

.28 

w  Harness 

.11 

General  Expense 

10.71 

Labor  Sc  Expense  Delivering 

78.23 

Sales 

Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913 

Net  Profit 


366,73 

12,00 


4.95  

378.73  378.73 


r 


f 

I 


PHYSICIAN  ACCOUNT. 


Inventory  Drugs  Oct.  1,1912 
Labor 

Drugs,  etc.  purchased 
Board  of  Physician  horses 
Depreciation  w  residence 

"  •  Office 

n  «  n 


Equip. 

M 


«  "  Heating  Plant 

w  M  Sewerage 

*  Water  works  Plant  &  Sustem 

«  «  "  Fire  Pump 

"  H  "  Hose  &  Equip. 

»'  Wagons  &  Sleighs 

H  Horses 

M  Harness 

Live  Stook  Expense 
Electric  Light  Expense 
Insurance 
General  Expense 

Long  Distance  Telephone  Expense 
Warehouse  (Gasoline  for  -auto) 


467.49 
1,311.08 
527.48 
20.53 
63.40 
3. SO 
13.70 
10.20 
40.96 
11.16 
11.55 
•  74 
11.57 
2.10 
2.76 
1.09 
1.58 
45.72 
3.48 
57.95 
.15 
14.50 


Medical  Pees  Collected 
Inventory  Drugs  ,  Sept .30,1913, 

Death  &  Accident  Expense  2,074.53 

Net  Profit  655.66 


5,352,88 


Net  Profit  655.66 

Death  &  Accident  Expense  2074.53 
Total  Profit  £730.1$ 

NOTE:-  Death  fcnAccident  Expense  incurred  by  the  Menominee 
not  including  compensation  injury  claims  paid  under  Act  of 
is  140.93  o  Compensation  injury  claims  paid  1934.10 


f 


4,809. OS 
543.84 


5,352.88 


Indian  Mills 
March  11,1912, 


BARK, 


Inventory  Oct. 1,1912  1620.5  Cds . 

Paid  contractors  for  making  1104.16  Cds. 
Labor  Loading  .  998.38  " 

Board  of  nen  M 
M  M  Loading 

Labor  Sc  Expense  Scaling 
Labor  Freight  ing 

Railroad  Sapplies  " 

"  Fuel  Expense  " 

Depreciation  R.R. Equip.  " 

GBeeral  Expense 
General  Logging  Expense 
Depreciation,  Harness 
v  '*  Horses 

Live  Stock  Expense 
jjales  Expense 
Sales  998.38  Cds. 

Shortage 622. 12  H 
1620.50  " 

Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913  1104.16  Cds.  @  2.47 

Net  Profit 


4,290.22 

2,759.12 

1,772.82 

33.87 


1.92 

125.01 

77.24 
4.45 

65.00 

240.11 

41.54 

20.24 
.40 
.37 
.06 

15.00 


620.28 


7,333.52 

2,734.13 


10,067.65  10,067.65 


Sales  7.35 

Cost  6.72 

Profit  .63 

998.38  Cords  shipped. 

Shortage  is  due  to  difference  in  scales  when  made  and  when  shipped. 
When  made  the  scale  is  taken  from  the  bubical  contents  and  then 
shipped  by  weight  2240  lbs.  to  cord. 


TIES 


Paid  contractors  for  making 
Labor  counting,  etc. 

Board  men  M 

Labor  &  Expense  loading 

Freighting 

Stumpage 

Sales  Expense 

General  Expense 

General  Logging  Expense 


11,738  ties  1,302.34 

4.02 
1.56 
158,14 
144.26 
515.42 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 


Sales 

Inventory 

Inventory 


6,844  ties 
3,020  ties 
1,874  ties 


.17* 

.12* 


2,286.78 

528.50 

234.25 


Net  Profit 


873.79 


3,049.53  2,049.53 


Average  Sales  .33-2/5 

Average  Cost  .21 

Average  Profit  .12-2/5 


NOTE:-  This  is  a  corrected  statement  of  ties  on  account  of  error  in 
the  number  of  tie 3  shipped  in  previous  statement.  575.35  of  the 
above  profit  cannot  be  shown  or  corrected  on  books  of  Menominee  Indian 
Mills  until  Oct, 1913  as  books  are  closed  to  Sept . 30, 1913. 


HOGS 


Purchased 

19  Pigs 

105.28 

Labor  &  Expense  Penning, 

Moving  to 

63.10 

Camps,  etc. 

Sales 

Inventory 

5  large  pigs 

@  5.54 

270.09 

27.70 

5.50 

11  small  Pigs 

Net  Profit 

4S  .50 

134.93 

303.29 

303.29 

INTEREST  EARNINGS. 

5f0  interest  charged  on  amounts  expended 
in  building  and  repairing  houses  for 
Menominee  Indians. 


CRATING 


HADE  PROM  REFUSE. 


Inventory  Oct.  I,19i2  3,500,000 

Manufacturing  1,011,431 

Yarding  M 

Shipping  1,898,973 

Mi 3cellaneou8  Expense,  Insurance,  Fire 
Protection,  Repacking,  etc. 
Sales  Expense 


y  1.44 


5,040.00 

2,685.06 

167.01 

349.83 

432.38 

13.86 


Sales  1,898,973 

Inventory  Sept.  30/13  2,612,458  ©  1.54 

Net  Loss 


4,460.71 

4,023.18 

204.25 


8,688.14  8,688.14 


Average  Cost  2.46 
Average  Sales  •  2 .«35 

Average  Loss  .11 


HOTEL 


Wood 

Depreciation  Heating  Plant 
w  Sewerage 

H  Water  works  Plant  &  system 

m  g  w  pi  re  Pump 

»«  "  «  Hose  &  Equip. 

»  Hotel  Bldg, 

ti  «  m  equipment 

"  Wells  &  Pump 
Night  Watch  expense 
Telephone  expense 
Insurance 

Electric  Light  expense 
Labor 

Warehouse  account  provisions 
^ce 

Landdry 

General  Expense 
Receipts 

Inventory  Provisions  Sept. 30, 1913 
Net  Loss 


356.86 

164.03 

33.49 

23,10 

1.48 

23.14 

414.41 

163.19 

16.18 

58.66 

40.89 

213.00 

289.22 

832.99 

2,556.36 

30.00 

5,58 

31.98 

4,501.37 
273,69 
_  _ 434.50 


5,259.56  5,259.56 


POSTS. 


Inventory  Oct. 1,1912  2115  132.10 
Paid  for  cutting  &  peeling  15,171  922,31 
Labor  &  expense  counting,  etc.  2.07 
General  Expense  6.03 
General  Logging  Expense  4.74 
Stumpage  136.98 


6.95 
2.38 

1,191.00 

5.95 


1,204.28 

Average  cost  .0696 
Average  sales  .0536 


Sales  1.40 

Used  in  construction  34 
Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913  17,112 

Net  Loss 


1,204.28 


0160 


-  SUMMARY  WANAOAH 
CAMPS. 


Inventories  Oct.  1,1912 
Transferred  from  Camps 
Warehouse 

Sales 

Discount 

Transferred  to  Camps. 
Returned  to  Warehouse 
Inventories  Sept.  30,1913 

Net  Profit 


559,84 

288.24 

7,197.70 


7,234.01 
70.48 
288.24 
784 .55 
1,712.48 


2.043.98  % _ 

10,089.76  10,089.76 


Profit  on  goods  sold  38# 

Profits  credited  to  Camp  accounts  and  R.R. vcr&t ruction/ 


Profit  on  Wanagan  sold  by  Camps.  2.043.93 

«  *  M  M  W  Warehouse  to 

&nploy;e3  of  Mills  &  Yard.  1, 055,38 

Total  3,099.36 


CAMP  14 


-  WANAGAN 


Inventory  Oct. 1,1912, 
Warehouse 

Transferred  from  Camp  11 

Sales 
Disc  ount 

Returned  to  Warehouse 
Transferred  to  Camp  17 

Net  Profit 


1, 


358.23 

963.77 

144.41 


2,690.39 

23.05 

300.58 

143.83 


691.44  

3,157.85  3,157,85 


Profit  on  Goodn  sold  34# 


Profit  credited 
fic  Burning  Brush 


to  Camp  14  Lo^s,  Loading  Logs, 
Pro-rated  on  basis  of  labor. 


R.N. construction 


CAMP  4  _  WANAGAN 


Warehouse 

Sales 

Discount 

Returned  to  Warehouse 

Net  Profit 


440.73 


127/34 

567.97 


449.15 

6.43 

112.39 


567.97 


Profit  on  Goods  sold  36# 
Profit  credited  to  Camp  4  Logging 


CAMP  11  -  BURNING  BRUSH  -  WANAGAN 


Inventory  Oct. 1,1912  163.64 

Sales 

Transferred  to  Camp  14 

Net  Profit  6.97 

170,61 


Profit  on  Goods  3old  36# 

Profit  credited  to  Camp  11  Burning  Brush. 

CAMP  15-  WANAGAN 


Inventory  uot. 1,1912, 

Warehoiise 

Sales 
Discount 

Goods  Returned  to  Warehouse 
Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913 

Net  Profit  751.74 

3,515.12 


37.97 

2,725.41 


Pi  of  it  on  Goods  sold  39# 

Profit  credited  to  Logs,  Loading  Log3,  Burning  Brush,  &  h 
Construction,  pro-rated  on  basis  of  labor. 


26.20 

144.41 


170.61 


2,606.48 

35.16 

308.41 

565.07 


3,515,12 


CAMP  16  -  WANAGAN 


Warehouse  1,482,57 

Sales  1,185.69 
Discount  5.26 
Returned  to  Warehouse  63.17 
Inventory  Sept. 30, 1913  545.75 


Met  Profit 


317.30  

1,799.87  1,799.87 


Profit  on  Goode  sold  36# 

Profit  credited  to  Logs,  Loading  logs,  Building  &  Burning  Brush, 
pro-rated  onnbasis  of  Labor 


b  CAMP  17  - 

Transferred  from  Camp  14 

Warehouse 

Sales 

Discount 

Inventory  Sept .<30, 1913 

Net  Profit 


WANAGAN 

143.33 
585.22 

276,10 

.58 

601.66 

149.29  

878.34  878.34 


Profit  on  Goode  sold  33# 

Profit  credited  to  Logs,  Loading  Logs,  Building,  Landings  & 
R.R. Branches,  pro-rated  on  basis  of  Labor. 


letter  from  Father  Simon  Schwarz  -  page  3. 


/  \  / 

il 8 f  atear  Mr.  Ayer,  is  my  ^pinion  about  the  matter 
,  asld  I  think  I  answered  your  questions  truthfully, 
tou/are  at  liberty  to  use  or  to  repeat  any  or  all 
1  7de  as  you  deem  fit.  \  / 

ver,  if  you  should  choose  to  make  use  of  any 
suggestion  An Ythis  writing  I  would; ask  you  the  favor,  not  to 
publish  my/nara'p  or  use  it  in  any  public  document.  The  reason 
why  I  askythis  is  not  because  what  I  said  is  not  trxfe  or  oould 
not  be  substantiated,  but  because  I  have  to  work  among  these 
Indians  £nd  they,  are  very  suspicious  and  revengeful  if  anyone 
says  a  word  they \do  not  like.  The  only  thing  the  Menominee 
Indian?7 now  desirp  is  to  get  lets  of  money  -  all  if  possible, 
they  please',  and  anyone  telling  thsm  that 
’or  their  <yhn  best  interest,  is ;i looked  upon 
'Leator.  /  \  I  \ 

Wishing  with  all  fty  heart  that  yotir  efforts  to  adjust 
problem,  how  td\  help  the  Menominee  Indians,  may  turn  out 


you  asked  ml 
Of  course, 
suggestions 


and  to'  spend  it  a; 
this  /would  not  be 
enemy  and  a 


toy  their  real  and  laii 


sting  b 


enefit,  I  bog  to  regain, 


Respectfully  yours. 


Simon  Sohwarz. 


\  /  \ 

P.  S.  \  / 

Slnoe  writing  above  letter  I  learned  that  the  Indians 
are  not  at  all  well  disposed  in  regard  to  the  effort  you  make 
to  help  them.  They  are  very  bitter  against  I^r.  Nicholson,  and 
because  you  did  not  denounoe  Mr.  Nicholson  as  a  thief,  who 
robbed  the  Indians,  but  spoke  well  of  his  work  on  the  Reservation, 
they  are  displeased  and  suspioioud  even  of  your  words  and  motives. 
So  it  has  ever  been,  true  friends,  because  telling  unpleasant 
truths  are  turned  down,  but  flatterers  are  believed  and?  trusted, 
even  if  they  seek  only  their  own  interest. 
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//^J-  fib^4  cry  )yirri  yy-j^/g^efi  £i^-f*y/~'  y/zn  zz^i  <5^*^r'-4-^ 

yeJt/fe  s^zsC^^Ci.  ^2+- rr  £*4  C^r^y^z/fi^-^^  /fif 

^  ^yy  ^  ^  -  y  ^ 

/L-trzd, '*  yy  «y  >^y  ,«^T^yyyL  ^  z<y  ^ //*  fi* 

(fi/^^y^zz^rfiz  zr^S  7Z*-*^'l^a  /^/  ~^£rh fib*~ 

y/irz^  y^gy  .7  y/  /y^  fib*^  c**^  c^  fib  g^r'r^^zr  ry  a^tfi 

y'/Aj/  //t^try^J^  <s*--^  ^P^^rt~grY fifi*  //Zrg_^_*^Z4_  ^Zl^^y-^/fi^  /2^>  <Z*~Z1  «=, 

yCy^y  yl*  /^w.  ^Jfi  '//*•  fiyz^r^rfi  C  y*'  ^^<y<  ir^-*£+loc^~4  yrfin~r-> 

_ _  .✓  /gS^  ^  ^  ^  /fi^ZL'/b^s-t  iy-f  fificb  fibb  ^bbcjz&yfi  fi  bb  finfi-r^  $** y<g 


C/fi/o  /to* 


r  ’  i/ 

,  /^^ztrry yfi ^yyr~z<-''^^-erg  d*<-  yfix^u^fizi^1-^  cy^yy^Z^  &  ^y^-*-<^><_  fib 

,  „-rv  -  -  y  fib^*zu  /be  '^y^'Z'  cry-  Oo.  ^  p^^rv^y 

/fii't'dL-cis**-  -o4 tfy-i^^iyfc  £^i  fib  y24yg^r^£~^zfit^rr^  wi</^ J~ifa-<?  ere^t^-7 
/IstzrtoS  Osi^-fi  /bfiypocn, H-y  Gin 


yZt, 

__ ^^y/  /2^*1  r/rv  zt-c/irz  s/  Art  <zA<r^~n  ^  &*-*-  A  azx  -c  &A  i/^/^z/ 

^  ~f4-  ^  £o  ~^v  nr?J^JL  Aft*  ^~y 

/ftu^  *  /r  /ftlr  /*  ftLt^r 

cj7  ft/y'7<2y<J  clk^^ pxpt^c-W ^TTT^y^ 
lLc^f{  /Z^TY7^  svt  /ft* ^PZry^pAyf, 

ftyyft  (Jyyyft^  /A^yy*A/  ^/i^t  px-<-^-yft*pkxp/}  ^ 


/^W  /ft //Z*rr~//%  £0^-  /ft”  ftArtP*”/  i?/ftyxyy%rua<^  /2*^^  £*4^*^ 


ft" 


^v-yy/t.  &si*. yr-ryu\  yft />tft/ftftc  /Z**^s^Z3£./2^/^  pzsl^-p/  u^> 


/fty  f/ft ^  l2x^C  00^-A  J/xrpt-^/L/ ^ /ft/^yft  g^ryi^  fta^ ^ft^/t/ 


Gyj 

oJ  Q 


(y-yy/t/irirr?  pt^-A  .  /ft*r&y /2sy~yft^T^-<C  *lA /ft*  ^£pp*A£_  &nr 

cc  jftn^rZp^  fty  '2^x-*£r-£*tst^-^>  ,^^r7>t, 
•Til  ftp*p//ftyr2y  /ft/l^fty/C^  (3^tX^lSl£//£c' ft 

trr~th^  ftt^jhy/  /fty/Ct^L  ^  crr/y^r ^t*-^Piyy^^  ■  o^^fOV  /dx^ 

^IrirY/t  u  <  0-4  ft/ ^Axy-tr  A ^  /ftA /ft* 

yptfl /Cft  Cpyy^^//Zyj*yy*^^  ^  a  ^  ^  ^  ^  tpPnrir/  P*  ft/ 

'I'A/- —  ri^y<y/ctptpy^. CLs^f  /// ft*/C£ /&t-.c*  cf/xa^y^<  ft  ftft*ft-rr>Aftu&^ 


^ftcyfti^a^  (pyi*- A ftthn^-4  c^^f 


/ftftrlA^*^/ t^v  <Aft^i^i-^f/ ' /hnr^Cyi^ft^Ty^  ft*  pi  czx^xrz^^  ^2^/ 0 
p^yV  /ft/  ftftpi^t  L*ap^  ,  ftp  p^n^y ^rfx-y/ ft/rft  <*yLc-^ 

^/ftu/^nrpft  jvftxA  X-c-  /Axcftifr  A  j/zx^<-y  /Pc  /ft  rZtP*L*dftz4  /zxpy^_ 


tyLTT*' 

^7^Pt  t-^i ^  . 


Ii/-<s4/-r>~i  jAirx/Acy  ^  ry  /z/A/<_sS 


c^rnrvvD  /U/°  p^ixP^’, 


£c-<^?  y  &-n^-<2^-1 

r  y  x  v  A  Z^xy-4  * 


13 y/^/'V 


'/ 


P*7^CA_  6*. 


<^nr  ,^£>  /&* 


^  76* ^/-<-^-s  ^ic.  ^  yt^- y^ez^f  -*7  • 


c/»e la  /r^f^y 

fal/faZ /P*^-/  6 

CtyCC  /2^t  <~  /pt^zz-^X^  <fft^r  /7**7 

fa  /fa  /iryjfafa  y  prir^L^/f  //ptW /£ 

(Sy /z^t^  -t^c^T/y  /Z^ 

y  /t^Zi  Zfa^  >y  (2*^*4  fa //^-/Zyy^-  /k(2^/^aV 

^  faY/fa^0* iZ  y*^is  fa, /^V7T^  tz****-*^^  zfa*<— 

y^falza^^^ ^cZ>o^^  /fapp  /Z>ri 

cz^tyy  z^t  /Ztxstft?  a  ^rnfa  /fay  Z*  a^fafafa<- ,  y^,  fatyy  fa 

jfc4Lv  ^far/  fa  fa pfafaZ  ^w  ^ 

/2fa^fa  Zr  04  Zfay  pfa^C,/  6£*fa*  /fiJT&yy  fafay  fafa*  z&ryi^Z  4*jZ 

fa  Y^  /fafa  C^tsC^i^yyy 

fafai  a  afafafa. 


Y^rfaZw  r-y—  r'  > — '  --  -  -  ■  — — '  —  — —  ^  - ^fa'fafa 


/fa*  t/**^c  jsyy/* ^Avix  /tfafa  /fafa»^i^<fa ^  fa^^Tc^faZt  z^r7  afa~ 

(^C7  WT'^'C  c7c<t*fari*<^/f  St*  /z^ao^/  fa*  pfafa  /si*'  o-  ^  S^C-^/z  • 

/fay  sviyy  fa/fa  ezy^^-t^t^fa far  fafafafarr-^  4s^ 

c/lfatn^^-**'  //,  fatfafafar  <z*  0  sfafafa  s*far  Ttfafa/  fa'  fafaoTt^*// /fapfa^0  *^77 
J  fa* /hrrrZz  fa  p^tsonrifa^n* ^  fa/p  ** ^ 

4^  *^v>-/  /iTTrlL?  c*su~*f  /U^tZ^riyt ,  fafafa  C^^yZu^t.^  fat^C yfan Ic^fa,  'fa*****- 

7/uit^ai,  ^  asyz, 


tsin^  */  f>djyy 


/Z~j  syy't*'  ^ 


J^yp^TZ/t^rry  a^yz^ a>t^yZ^t*y^i7/ 


Chicago.  December  19,  1913. 


My  dear  Friend: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  15th 
ana  I  thank  you  sincerely.  I  am  sending  Mr. 
Nicholson  six  army  buttons  and  he  will  give  two 
of  them  to  you.  If  any  of  your  friends  who  were 
in  the  army  lose  one  Mr.  Nicholson  will  be  able 
to  supply  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Mr.  Wye ske sit, 

c/o  Mr.  A.  S.  NieholBon, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 


y^^T^Z  4y  ^A^rtyyy^  ?iSV^S^ 


5^2/ ; 


C^/ty  42y»*yZyrtf~1yyy>.  H^C* ^ ^/lytytyp^bs^  O ^ ‘  ^ 

A»U2-£  'TytPZ,  “Z^f^Vy  £<>  y~^yt^ ^ ^ , 

&&L  h^S~7\  <^uay 


(P^ytsWX,  ^4^iy^  /kwfa(j>t^  y^LC-  &&yu^y  (^SV^/^ 

<^C~  -^Avv^  ,  /^c  O 

y^STi^^T!^  y**+r/{  (2**-  -  ^  O^d^. 

*<SC,S^ y  ✓*£  . 

So-  *3  <=^ 

(hrfzv*  &y\  "SviddUyt^  <::^a  S^zy^/zy^  <Q  **^^^>n.  s>d*s-*~S£^  ddu 

*/  ^>4.  Chf&t* -  y^U_  z^t>  &4^)y£&^ 

(^fyw  t/gtyut**?  *%Oi>-${  y^W-ryyy  2  IS* ,  /W-t=<  J/£<  y*v~+~7 

,  cy  ip  *  ,/  ?^t/ ^is.  ^ 

dn  ffoyyyi.  ?\Srvu^  94a Szx^Su 

>l/zi^*<.  ‘’/^yfc-^/^1  (pT>itutZ.  (?t*sUy,  (T^&s+yl  S^t «-. 


^  pTSv-r^ , 


Letter  from  Rev.  Fr.  Engelhard,  to  Mr.  Mdward  E.  Ayer,  dated 
Neopit,  Wisconsin,  December  22,  1913,  regarding  the  affairs  on 
the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation. 


Neopit,  Wie.  Doc.  22,  1913. 


My  dear  Hr.  Edward  Ayer: 

Just  now  received  your  letter,  which  should 
have  been  delivered  to  mo  last  week.  Through  neglect  it 
has  not  been  done  until  this  afternoon  and  now  I  will 
answer  it  at  once. 

In  answer  to  question  No.  1,  I  would  say  that 
although  it  is  not  more  than  right  and  just  to  be  recompensed 
for  the  schooling  of  each  tribal  child,  yet  I  rather  would  be 
without  a  reoompensation,  because  it  will  create  only  bitter 
feelings  among  the  Indians.  You  know,  fly  dear  Mr.  Ayer, 
this  sohool  money  question  with  regard  to  our  Mission  schools 
is  brought  up  every  year  by  our  Agent,  Mr.  Nicholson,  in 
council.  Ee  explains  it  and  makes  them  understand  that  the 
money  for  the  Catholic  sohool  is  taken  from  their  annuity, 
which  creates  so  much  bitter  feelings  towards  Churoh  and  Sohool. 
That  is  the  reason  which  prompts  me  not  to  apply  for  it. 

If  the  Government,  however,  would  help  in  another  way,  for 
instance  in  granting  the  lights  free,  furnishing  books  for 
a  library,  eto.  it  would  be  highly  appreciated. 

In  answer  to  question  No.  2  I  say,  Yesj.  This 
■ill  has  been  a  very  good  thing  for  thorn.  All  who'  desire  to 
work  may  work.  And  experience  shows  that  the  Indian  can  work 
and  many  have  proved  to  be  good  laborers.  The  Indian  Department^ 
however  must  see  that  able  men  are  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
operation. 


No.  3.  I  would  answer  that  those  Indians  who  are 
willing  to  make  a  farm  should  be  helped.  Those  who  wish  to  stay 
in  the  mill  should  be  assisted  in  getting  good  living  houses. 

And  Binoe  the  money  is  theirs  I  would  suggest  to  give  the  Indian 
higher  wages  than  the  white  man  who  is  employed  by  the  Government 
Thus  the  Indians  will  have  an  enticement  to  work.  Annuity  is 
not  good  for  them.  They  depend  too  much  on  it  and  consequently 
they  do  not  work.  Give  him  better  wages  and  the  Indian  will 
work.  For  the  old  people  proper  care  should  be  taken. 

I  hope  I  have  answered  these  questions  to  your 
satisfaction.  This  information  is  only  given  for  your  own  person 
but  you  make  use  of  it;  not  publishing  my  name.  I  am  working 
for  the  betterment  of  our  Indians:  to  make  good  citizens  of  them 
and  children  of  God.  Wishing  you  the  choicest  blessings  for 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Rev.  Fr.  Engilhard, 

Neopit,  rise. 
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Dec.  22,  1913. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 


Chicago,  Ill. 


Dear  Sir: 


Replying  to  your  letter  of  Dec.  19th,  I  inclose  you 
herewith  a  map  of  logging  showing  cut  district  "by  years  in  various 
colors.  I  have  marked  on  line  of  our  R.  R.  in  thin  red  ink  line 
route  taken  by  party  headed  by  Mr.  Holland. 

It  is  well  to  understand  the  problem  confronting  us  at 
end  of  summer  1910.  Prior  to  this  we  had  been  cutting  west  of 
Neopit.  In  the  summer  of  1910  occurred  the  big  fire  North 
Easterly  from  Neonit,  over  sixty  million  feet  of  timber  being 
burned,  a  large  per  cent*  of  which  was  pine.  There  was  no  way 
of  getting  it  to  the  Mill.  We  had  to  go  to  Washington  for 
legislation  to  build  R.  R. 

There  were  no  roads  through.  We  started  to  work 
Oct.,  1910,  to  build  camps,  cut  a  right  of  way  over  to  this 
district  and  log  the  timber. 

Early  in  1911  bill  passed  permitting  R.  R.  to  be  built. 
We  started  at  point  on  map  and  built  R.  R.  over  to  burned 
district  and  on  June  14,  1911,  hauled  first  load. 

It  was  a  question  this  year  of  saving  the  most  valuable 
We  logged  during  year  1911  and  1912  on  sites  of  Camp  11, 


stuff. 
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E.E.A.-2. 

12  and  14.  During  this  time  we  had  to  pay  trackage  charge  of 
sixty  cents  a  loaded  car  to  the  W.  &  N.  R.  R.,  which  was  about 
twenty  cents  per  M.  I  asked  the  Department  for  permission  to 
extend  R.  R.  into  Neopit  direct  to  save  this  charge  and  finally 
received  permission  to  build  and  last  winter,  end  of  December, 
1912,  the  first  logs  came  in  over  this  road  straight  to  ^eopit, 
from  Samps  14,  15  and  16.  Camps  11  and  12  had  finished  their 
cutting  Northerly.  Of  course,  in  view  of  this  fact,  nothing  could 
be  done  during  this  summer.  Nothing  could  be  done  except  log 
along  line  of  the  R.  R. 


Mr.  Brigham  and  Mn.  Crowell,  under  my  instructions,  went 


over  every  part  of  past  operations  on  line  of  our  R.  R.,  skirted 
logging  districts  of  1910,  1911,  1912  and  this  past  year,  with 
instructions  to  scale  everything  merchantable,  locate  the  forties 
same  were  on,  and  whether  same  could  come  to  mill  or  not. 


It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  where  square 


timber  men  made  last  winter  they  received  permission  to  cut  along 
line  of  the  R.  R.  into  Neopit,  so  that  we  could  pick  up  behind  them 
as  we  came  along.  Such  logs  as  were  'found  were  in  main  on  edge  of 
cutting  ere  they  can  be  taken  in  in  present  work. 


/  Another  thing  that  should  be  considered  is  that  on  June 
30th  I  lost  service  of  logging  ntendent.  He  was  suddenly 
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E.E.A.-3. 


taken  ill  and  had  to  be  taken  to  hospital,  Milwaukee,  where  a  serious 


operation  was  performed,  he  hovering  between  life  and  death  for  weeks. 
He  finally  resigned  from  service  altogether  at  end  of  July.  Wash¬ 
ington  did  not  send  me  new  man  until  Oct.  9th  although  I  took  matter 


of  successor  up  with  them  at  once. 

You  can  understand  what  this  delay  and  change  meant  also. 
I  had  to  carry  on  the  work  alone  and  necessarily  it  perhaps  dragged 
a  little,  helped  also  by  the  extraordinary  shortage  of  the  labor 
situation  for  year  past. 


In  spite  of  everything  I  am  confident  that  our  woods  are 
as  well  cut,  well  cleaned  up  as  can  be  reasonably  expected.  I 
mention  the  above  incidents  as  it  would  not  be  fair  to  both  logging 


superintendents  to  criticise  them.  The  old  one  had  his  own  plans 


and  Mr.  Brigham  came  on  the  job  some  time  after  the  other  left 


without  really  knowing  what  was  on  his  mind  for  future  plans. 


Respectfully, 


ASN/MEC . 


December  22nd,  1913. 

Dear  Mr.  Abbott: — 

I  herewith  return,  with  my  approval,  the  Chicago  specifications. 
Yours  very  truly, 


Secretary  to  Senator  Robert  LaPollotto, 

Washington,  D.  0. 

If  the  Senator  is  going  to  be  west  for  the  holidays 
wish  you  would  write  no,  as  I  would  like  to  seo  him. 
Edward  35.  Ayer. 


GEORGE  VAUX.  JR  .  PHILADELPHIA.  PA..  CHAIRMAN 
MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS. 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT.  BOSTON.  MASS. 

FRANK  KNOX.  MANCHESTER.  N  H. 

EDWARD  E.  AYER.  CHICAGO.  ILL. 

WILLIAM  H.  KETCHAM.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 
DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 

FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT,  WASHINGTON.  D.  C..  SECRETA 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


# 


BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


December  33,  1913 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

You  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  I 
have  just  been  advised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In¬ 
terior  that  the  President,  yesterd.ay,  signed  the 
commission  of  Honorable  Isidore  E.  Dockweiler,  of 
Lcs  Angeles,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Com¬ 
missioners,  and  that  Hr.  Dockweiler' s  commission 
has  been  sent  to  him  today. 


I  am  communicating  with  Hr.  Dockweiler 


and  giving  him  information  concerning  the  work  of 
the  Boards 


Sincerely  yours. 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 


PHA-JC . 


December  26th,  1913. 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott:  — 

I  have  yours  of  December  I7th  and  23rd.  In  regard 
to  the  members  of  the  Board  giving  brief  addresses  in  r^orenoe  to 
to  their  work  in  the  investigations;  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
do  anything  that  the  Board  wishes  to  have  done. 

I  am  v0ry  glad  that  the  President  has  appointed 
Honorable  Isidore  B.  Dockweiler  a  Commissioner .  I  shall  be 
very  much  pleased  to  meet  him  at  the  first  opportunity. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Mr.  p.  H.  Abbott, 

Secretary  ,  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners 
Room  28,  Bureau  of  Hines, 

Washington,  D.C. 


Decerabor  26th,  1913 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott: — 

I  have  yours  of  Dooonbor  I7th  and  23rd.  In  regard  to  tho 


MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHIN 
WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFF- 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  A 

FRANK  KNOX.  MANCHESTER. 
EDWARD  E.  AYER.  CHICAGO. 

FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  Was Y 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  IN 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 

December  26,  1913, 


Room  28,  Bureau  of  Mines. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

At  the  risk  of  overburdening  you  at 
a  time  when  I  know  you  are  absorbed  with  your 
Menominee  report,  I  am  sending  you  herewith 
the  brief  on  irrigation  legislation  prepared 
in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  in¬ 
troduced  by  you.  I  am  also  enclosing  a  more 
brief,  but  similar  analysis  on  Indian  timber 
matters.  You  7/ill  note  that  definite  legis¬ 
lation  is  recommended  in  connection  with  both 
Indian  irrigation  and  Indian  timber.  I  am 
also  enclosing  a  proposed  draft  of  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
accaompany  the  briefs  and  recommended  legisla¬ 
tion  in  event  the  Board  approves.  It  perhaps 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  if  the  Board 
follows  the  proposed  course  it  will  be  taking 
advanced  ground  and  advocating  legislation  Y/hich 
has  no  precedent  in  existing  law. 

These  studies  have  been  the  most 
interesting  I  have  ever  made  in  connection  with 
Indian  affairs  and  I  believe  the  results,  if  the 
course  recommended  is  taken,  will  be  most  far 
reaching  and  helpful  in  establishing  the  permanency 
of  our  Board  as  a  dominating  factor  in  determining 
ultimate  constructive  policy  of  Indian  legislation 
and  administration. 


If  you  have  time  to  read  these  papers, 

I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to  have  you  make  any 
suggestions  of  change  vfc  ich  you  think  should  be 
made  in  any  of  them.  On  account  of  the  amount 
of  typev/riting  involved  and  the  difficulty  of  having 
them  copied  accurately,  so  much. being  of  a 
statistical  character,  I  have  only  three  completed 
copies  of  these  papers.  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
you  return  the  same  to  me  when  you  are  through  W1 
them  in  order  that  I  may  send  them  on  to  other  members 
of  the  Board  for  examine, tion. 

The  data,  of  which  you  wanted  a  copy,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  for  the  Rev/berry  Library,  has  all  been  secured 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer 


■2 


from  the  Indian  Office  and  will  be  copied  as  soon 
as  my  stenographer  can  reach  it.  This  data  has 
been  useful  in  preparing  the  briefs  on  Indian 
irrigation  and  timber. 


Railway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Ill* 

eha/rb 


itooeaber  1913* 


Boo®  88,  Bureau  of  Miner* 


Bear  Geoftleft loner  Moor  ©head: 

X  have  your  letter  of  2)eoe«jfc©r  8 End, 
regarding  the  Jic&rtlla  \paohee  and  the  Hhlte 

zarth  situation* 

Gonoaiseioner  .-ell*  Infested  m  yeeter- 
day  that  he  had  received  a  recent  collate  report 
fr or:,  •  ic&vlntm&mt  Green  of  the  Jionrilla  .  ■  imoy 
to  the  effect  that  there  is  no  wont  or  suffering 
or  starvation  and  that  the  report*  to  that  effect 
ar©  without  foundation.  Ee  also  infold  me  that 
in  order  to  gear*  c.^einet  the  possibility  of  suffer* 
iiv-r  tm®.  V4iat  of  food.,  re  had  is  sued  an  i-uth  rity 
to  the  wv.>«  rintexd  eat  for  fhnde  and  had  riven  hi® 
ins  tract  ions  to  use  wuoh  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
ncoeee&ry  food  to  relieve  any  dietreo®  whieh.  ml^ht 
o&csur  in  the  future# 

In  accordance  with  the  euKgeetien  in 

the  closing  paragraph  of  your  letter,  I  shall  laake 

a  iioto  so  that  the  hit©  Earth  situation  may  he 
hr  '.Tight  to  the  attention  of  the  Bo&  rd  at  the  tine 
of  lie  nexrt  meeting?  in  February* 

inoorely  yours, 

eoretary* 

Eon*  tirron  &.  forehead, 
jidovor.  Mane* 

2SA/BB. 


Vuvm  ^ 


I  '  ",  •  <  | 


cot!  '  n,  -  T"  :  t'.k'  . 

B  ndenen  Suat  P*y  Minora 
Robbed  of  I 4  Okie* 

7elle  push***  rVfort,  work 

Ckroiewtemer  Aanoimbe*  Appoint®  eat  of 
Five  AUiticiml  Probate  Atterwy* 
to  1©  k  after  Ist^rsata  of  children 
in  Oklahoma  -  St.v  rt«  for  C<  nf  exenoe 
t  Mttakoge*  -  Briton  for  TieUtew 
©f  L  . 


•The  appointment  of  fir#  additional  probate  attorney®  to 
take  vtr  the  reform  *ert  instituted  by  the  Indian  Of  flee  in 
ocimeoticn  with  the  protection  of  the  property  rights  of 
Indian  ehildrwtt  was  naouneeti  fren.  the  Interior  Department 

. 

wane  cf  : tt&rneye,  f 5  •. e  ***nte#  nl  eounty  prolMie  lutigee  to 

. , 

* 


Holds  jb.naaiaen  Liable . 


•The  In'l^n  Off  Sea  yecterrey  received  a  ruling;  wade  pub¬ 
lic  by  county  judge  in  Oklakona.  that  will  'be  used  &*  a 
basis  for  a  eempaign  to  secure  rasetltuti  a  to  the  Indian 
minor e  wher  property  wm  a  id  stt  an  unreasonably  low 

prioe,  Tie  die!  D#l*  tMiMMB  re- 

epoaeible  for  the  difference  in  pries  where  the  property  cf 
Ii  ■  r-  alv  '■ 

•The  prr-b-tte  at v.rn^ye  c  liite-i  yeeterdiy,  «U»1  in  0*X*~ 

.  •  •  >  * 
1,1  .  h  •  ,  ■  S*«l« 

Il.be,. 

Pr.Usn  galls  for  Vi  cl* tore* 


•  "The  meeting;  in  Hueho?;®#  will  be  the  beginning  of  m  g- 
r  •  b-  •  ■'  r  ■  r  ■  '  ■  r  :  v  * *  ’  ;  '  ' :  • 

••If  it  ie  peeeible  to  do  ee  mm  at  DM  violator*  of  the 
lew  will  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary* •*  „  4  1 

•Con,  i*elrn«r  fell*  left  l*et  night  for  Denv«r,wfctre  he  will 
have  •>  conference  December  30  with  e  eeiel  ff locra  of  the 
. " 

VOTES  Ccwdieeioner  Belle, Juet  before  his  depart; 

had,  pushed  *  c  se  In  queeticn  tc  -a  Aet^mination  in  tne  Td - 

'.  •...»■  f  '.r t.  .  ’  rh  ■  ■  ■  ;  :  ■  , 

DM  Board  cf  Indian  0en»l»eio»ere  on  Sotj. 
Hi»i«i  ie  upheld  in  11  e  higher  *««**§**  will  «• 
long  way  temrd  ettppia.  mud  <-n  ninere  in  Oklahoma. 


MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 


WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  AN 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT,  BOSTON.  M 
FRANK  KNOX.  MANCHESTER,  f 
EDWARD  E.  AYER.  CHICAGO.  I 


DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 

FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D.  C.,  SECRETARY. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTl^DR 

BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 

December  29,  1913 < 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

You  will  be  interested  to  read 
the  enclosed  copy  of  the  Report  of  the 
Joint  Commission  on  Indian  tuberculosis 
Sanitarium  and  Yakima  Indian  Reservation 
Project,  which  I  have  secured  through  the 
courtesy  of  Senator  Robinson,  Chaiiman 
of  the  Joint  Commission. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  , 

Chicago,  Ill. 


FHA/R3. 


Aye  r  5c  Lo  r  d  Ti  e  Co . 

RAILWAY  EXCHANGE  BUILDING. 

CHICAGO. 

JOHN  B.  LORD, PRESIDENT  5t  MANAGER. 

EDWARD  E.  AYER,  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

PHILIP  R.  SMITH,  SECRETARY  &  TREASURER. 

December  30th,  1913, 

Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir:- 

Your  having  requested  me  to  go  to  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation 
with  you  to  look  over  the  books  of  the  Superintendent,  also  look  over  the 
mill-yard  and  some  of  the  logging  operations,  I  wish  to  report  that  I  went 
over  all  the  books,  ledgers,  cash  books,  journals  and  record  books,  not 
with  the  idea  of  a  detailed  check  or  audit,  but  with  the  idea  as  to  look¬ 
ing  into  the  methods  of  handling  and  seeing  whether  they  were  complete  and 
also  to  see  whether  there  might  be  some  short  cuts  that  would  save  labor. 

After  noticing  the  immense  amount  of  detail  that  the  Government  insists 
on  in  its  reports  and  making  an  examination  of  the  books,  I  found  there  were 
few  places  where  any  saving  whatever  could  be  made  and  at  the  same  time  fur¬ 
nish  the  amount  of  detail  required.  My  opinion  is  that  the  books  are  ex¬ 
ceptionally  well  designed  for  the  work  in  hand  and  that  they  are  exception¬ 
ally  well  kept,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Mr.  Ashford  is 
keeping  a  perfect  set  of  books. 

With  regard  to  the  yard,  I  went  through  the  yard  with  you,  Mr.  Tyrrell 
and  a  number  of  Indians,  also  with  Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.  Nicholson  and  I  found 
that  wherever  the  piles  of  lumber  were  on  high  ground,  there  was  very  little 
waata-gy  trash  lying  around,  no  more  than  in  many  lumber  yards  I  have 
visited  and  not  as  much  as  in  some.  There  was  quite  a  considerable  amount 
fr£-wast&  and  trash  in  that  part  of  the  yard  that  was  built  on  piling,  the 
mill  having  originally  been  set  in  the  bottom  and  a  large  part  of  the  yard 


E.E.A.  #2. 

constructed  over  the  water.  Wherever  this  was  the  case,  if  a  broken  piece 
of  hoard  fell,  or  any  of  the  old  piling  rotted  out,  or  the  timber  holding 
the  lumber  rotted,  they  were  liable  to  drop  in  the  water  and  were  not  taken 
away,  but  they  served  the  purpose  in  helping  to  fill  this  bottom,  as  a  great 
share  of  this  bottom  land  where  the  lumber  was  on  piling  has  now  been  filled 

in  with  waste  material  of  different  kinds. and  should  all  be  filled  in  to 

Ca 

make  an  economical  piling  yard.  Any  was-fre  or  broken  pieces  that  may  have 
dropped  into  this  water  certainly  have  filled  their  place  in  helping  do 
away  with  the  water.  If  this  yard  had  all  been  on  high  ground,  no  doubt 

MtV-^ 5  v  L* 

this  would  have  been  taken  away.  I  saw  no  waste  of  good  material 

or  neglect  in  keeping  the  yard  in  an  ordinarily  clean  condition.  The 
principal  -wayfee  in  the  whole  proposition  was  the  location  of  the  mill  at 
the  start. 

With  regard  to  the  woods,  I  went  into  the  woods  and  spent  two  days 
there.  Mr.  Nicholson  was  with  us  the  first  day,  and  Mr.  Tyrrell,  Mr. 
Holland,  Mr.  Brigham,  Mr.  Crowell,  Mr.  Tenney  and  a  number  of  Indians 
were  there  all  of  the  two  days.  I  found  conditions  in  the  woods  to  con¬ 


form,  in  a  number/ of  instances,  with  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Tyrrell; 
that  is,  as  far  as  finding  logs  he  had  photographed  and  pieces  of  slabs 
he  had  photographed,  but  as  to  there  being  any  gross  extravagence  or  waste 
in  the  woods,  this  I  did  not  see. 

We  located  quite  a  good  many  logs  and  found  large  slabs  cut  from  some 
of  the  logs  and  also  found  some  logs  that  should  have  been  hauled  in,  but 
the  explanation  on  this  was  that  these  were,  particularly,  logs  cut  for 
square  timbers  left  on  account  of  the  early  thaw.  A  big  proportion  of  them 
had  been  peeled,  showing  that  an  effort  was  made  to  protect  them,  a  large 
proportion  of  them  will  be  brought  in  for  this  year*s  cut  and  the  loss  will 
be  exceptionally  small  on  thes 
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The  principal  loss  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  dwelt  on  was  in  the  cutting  of 
these  square  timbers,  and  he  claimed  there  was  an  awful  waste  in  the  slabs. 
The  contract  called  for  the  payment  of  these  logs  in  the  round;  therefore, 
he  paid  for  such  slabs  as  were  left  in  the  woods. 

We  found  other  logs  that  had  been  left  and  a  number  of  hemlock  trees 
that  had  been  left  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  on  burned  areas,  but  the 
instructions  at  the  time  were  to  cut  all  the  pine  and  better  class  of  timber, 
as  the  fair  season  was  so  short  that  they  had  to  cut  the  timber  that  would 
pay  the  most  and  the  timber  that  was  left  standing,  which  damaged  consider¬ 
ably  by  being  left,  was  timber  that  would  net  but  small  returns  and  they 
did  not  even,  in  the  time  they  had,  manage  to  get  all  of  the  pine  in,  though 
practically  all  of  it.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  loss  would  be  an 
exceptionally  small  percent  considering  the  immense  amount  of  timber  that 
was  brought  in  during  the  three  or  four  years. 

As  to  the  price  that  they  received  for  the  square  timber,  I  understand 
this  was  $70.00  per  M  in  the  tree,  standing.  They  are  only  getting  about 
$80.00  to  $85.00  per  M  for  select  cuts  of  the  same  class  of  timber  after  it 
has  been  logged,  hauled  to  the  mill,  manufactured  and  piled  and  therefore  I 
consider  the  price  of  $70.00  per  M  in  the  tree,  standing,  was  an  exception¬ 
ally  good  one  and  far  better  than  manufacturing  this  timber,  paying  the  cost 
of  hauling,  cutting,  stacking  and  then  receiving  but  $75.00  per  M  for  the 
best  of  it,  and  much  less  for  the  lower  grades. 

Mr.  Tyrrell’s  attitude,  as  I  saw  it  on  this  trip,  was  one  of  continual 
fault  finding.  He  seemed  to  see  nothing  that  was  done  right  and  at  each 
log  that  we  would  come  to  in  the  woods,  he  would  make  a  speech  which  seemed 
to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  training  the  Indians  and  making  them  discon¬ 
tented.  The  only  time  I  heard  him  say  a  complimentary  word  was  to  Mr. 
Brigham  when  we  went  to  the  New  Camp  18  and  made  the  last  stop  of  the 
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evening  coming  in  and  went  out  on  the  burned  district  where  Mr,  Brigham 
had  cut  down  and  cut  up  practically  every  log  and  every  tree  on  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  we  found  many  logs  that  had  been  found  defective,  then  Mr, 
Tyrrell  stated  that  Mr,  Brigham  certainly  was  doing  his  work  properly 

there,  but  he  was  afraid  somebody  might  criticise  him  for  spending  money 
— -3/ 

in  cutting  up  a/lot  of  this  timber  that  had  a  number  of  defects  not 
visible  until  cut  and  they  might  accuse  him  of  waste  in  cutting  timber 
that  should  have  been  left  alone,  and  yet  this  was  the  same  class  of 
burned  timber  that  we  had  been  going  over  and  the  criticism  was  all  the 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


Dec.  30,  1913* 


Dear  Commissioner  AySr: 

There  is  enclosed  herewith  copy 
of  H.  R.  10832,  introduced  hy  Congressman 
Stephens  of  Texas  to  amend  the  Act  of 
March  2,  1907,  providing  for  the  allot¬ 
ment  and  distribution  of  Indian  tribal  funds. 
This  bill  you  will  observe  is  in  line  with 
repeated  recomne  ndations  of  the  Board  of 
Indian  Commissioners. 


Sincerely  yours, 

£&/  /<  /> 

Secretary. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill* 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


December  31,  1913. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  was  very  glad'  indeed  to  receive  your  letter  of 
December  2Sth  and  to  note  your  willingness  to  give  a  brief 
address  before  the  Washington  Societ]/-  of  Engineers.  Com¬ 
missioners  Eliot  and  Ketcham  have  likewise  expressed  their 
willingness  to  assist. 

Er.  Dixon,  leader  of  the  Rodman  Wannamaker  Expe¬ 
dition,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of  the  Indi¬ 
an  country  with  some  very  fine  pictures  of  Indians,  includ¬ 
ing  some  motion  picture  films,  has  consented,  at  request  of 
Chairman  Faux,  to  finish  up  some  slides  especially  adapted 
to  the  addresses  to  be  made  by  yourself  and  the  other  two 
Commissioners.  I  understand  that  he  has  some  motion  pic¬ 
tures  shewing  the  cutting  of  trees  and  some  phases  of  the 
operation  of  the  Menominee  mills.  As  soon  as  T  can  learn 
deiinitely  the  list  of  pictures  f^r  Menominee  which  he  has 
prepared  to  show,  I  will  send  you  the  list.  The  night  o* 
February  5th  has  been  fixed  definitely  for  the  meeting  and 
it  will  be  advertised  as  an  affair  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners ,  and  announcement  will  be  made  of  an  informal 
reception  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  by  members  of  the 
Board,  to  officials  in  the  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government  engaged  in  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs 
ana  also  to  members  of  the  Indian  Committees  and  others 
interested  in  Indian  affairs. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Decem¬ 
ber  26th,  I  called  up  Mr.  Meyer,  Secretary  Lane’s  private 
secretary,  and  asked  him  to  say  to  the  Secretary  that  you 
had  expressed  in  a  letter  to  me  your  pleasure  at  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Honorable  Isidore  B.  Dcckweiler  as  a  member 
of  the  Board. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  a  most  pleasant  and 
profitable  meeting  on  February  4,  5  and  Sth. 

Sincerely, 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Ill. 

FHA-JG . 


Deoember  31,  1913. 


Dear  Doctor  Dixon: 

I  have  just  written  to  Chairman  Vaux  that  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made,  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion,  to 
give  you  one  hour  and  a  quarter  on  the  program  at  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution  on  the  night  of  February  5th  and  that 
your  expenses  will  be  taken  care  of. 

At  the  request  of  Chairman  Vaux,  I  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  general  suggestions  of  subjects  that  will  fit  in 
well  with  the  probable  line  of  discussion  by  members  of  the 
Board: 


MENOMINEE  INDIANS. 

1.  Types  of  individual  Indians, 

3.  Typical  Indian  homes, 

3.  Their  industries,  especially  various 

phases  of  logging  and  lumber  manu¬ 
facturing, 

4.  Schools  and  other  Government 

buildings:  agency,  etc., 

5.  Hospital,  (if  any), 

6.  Tannamaker  flag  ceremony. 

PUEBLO  INDIANS. 

1.  Heprer? ent at i ve  Pueblo  villages  and 

types  of  individual  Indians  therein, 

3.  Industries,  especially  their  agri¬ 
culture, 

3.  Pictures  showing  the  physical  char¬ 

acter  of  their 'lands, 

4.  Pictures  showing  the  types  of  their 

Mexican  neighbors, 

5.  Sohools,  missions.  Government  build¬ 

ings,  agenoy,  etc., 

8.  Pictures  showing  religious  ceremonies, 

7.  Hospital,  (if  any), 

8.  Wannamaker  flag  oeremony. 

NAVAHO  INDIANS. 

1.  Types  of  in J.ividual  Indians, 

2.  Hogan  life, 

3.  Industries,  including  pictures  cf 

Navaho  sheep  and  Navaho  blanket 
weaving, 

4.  Schools  and  other  Government  buildings, 


f 
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NAVAHO  INDIANS,  (oont). 

5 .  Hospital,  Ilf  any;, 

6.  tfannamaker  flag  ceremony. 

PAPAGO  INDIANS. 

1.  Types  of  individual- Indians, 

2.  Indians1  homes, 

3.  Pioturee  showing  physical  character 

of  country, 

4.  Pictures  showing  village  life  of 

Papagoes, 

5.  Schools  and  other  Government 

buildings, 

6.  Hospital,  (if  any), 

7.  TFannamaker  flag  ceremony. 


Upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  will  you  be  good 
enough  to  give  me  a  list  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  sub¬ 
jects  which  it  is  your  intention  to  show,  following  out 
these  suggestions,  in  order  that  I  may  send  the  same  to 
members  of  the  Board  who  will  deliver  addresses,  so  that 
said  addresses  and  your  pictures  will  fit  together  and  make 
as  harmonious  a  whole  as  possible.  I  should  also  like  to 
have  from  you,  immediately,  suggestions  that  will  assist 
in  the  proper  advertising  of  your  part  of  the  program.  It 
is  the  purpose  of  the  program  oommittee  of  the  Washington 
Society  of  Engineers  to  give  special  publicity  to  this 
meeting,  and,  to  accommodate  the  unusually  large  attendance 
which  is  expected,  the  auditorium  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti¬ 
tution  has  been  engaged. 

Sincerely  yours. 


j/s*  a  a*  i**  A 

Secretary. 


Dr.  Joseph  K.  Dixon, 

Educational  Department, 
Wannamaker  Stores, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


FHA-JG. 


GEORGE  VAUX.  JR  .  PHILADELPHIA.  PA..  CHAIRMAN 
MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 

WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS. 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT.  BOSTON.  MASS. 

EDWARD  £.  AYER.  CHICAGO.  ILL. 

WILLIAM  H.  KETCHAM,  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 

FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D.C..  SECRET Al 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INT 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


Dec.  31,  1913. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  was  glad  to  receive  your  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  changes  recommended  in  the 
specifications  for  clothing  for  the 
Indian  Service  and  accordingly  ad&/your 
name  to  the  letter  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  submitting 
the  recommendations  in  question. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Chicago,  ILL. 


eha/rb 


December  31,  1913. 


Dear  Comm  las  loner  Dock  ■*iler: 

One  of  the  questions,  wh  1  oh  meet  vitally  concerns 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commies loners  just  now,  la  that  of  se¬ 
curing'’  iihe  approval  of  the  House  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
of  an  apprttpmlite  of  at  leaet  $10,000.00  to  pay  the  Boardfe 
expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1015.  You  -ill 
be  surprised  to  know  that  for  the  past  few  yeare  Congress  has 
been  providing  the  ibtttfdlf  Issadaqpate  Mi  of  $4,000.00  a 
year  for  tMe'’ purpose.  At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the 

Board  on  November  6th  and  7th,  a  resolution  was  adopted  in 
favor  of  requesting  an.  appropria  tion  of  at  least  $10,000.00 
a  year.  The  six  members  of  the  Beard  in  attendance  at  that 
meeting  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  asked 
him  to  reoomnexu  such  an  Increase.  They  also  called  on  Sen¬ 
ator  Stone,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Af¬ 
fair  a,  and  upon  Senator  Owen,  another  member  of  the  Senate 
tee,  and  made  a  similar  requ.es t  of  them.  The  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  House  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire  was  absent  from 
the  city  at  that  time,  preventing  the  making  of  a  like  re¬ 
quest  of  him.  It  is  likely  that  during  the  next  week  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  will  appear  before  the  House  sub-com¬ 
mittee  and  present  this  matter.  Meanwhile,  each  CiSmber  of 
the  Board  is  doing  '.had  he  can  in  this  Urectlon. 

You  will  observe  that  the  Act  of  May  17,  1682, 

(see  Forty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
1910-1911,  page  13),  gives  the  Board  the  widest  authority 
■to  visit  and  inspect  agencies  and  other  branches  of  the 
Indian  Service  and  to  inspect  the  goods  purchased  for  said 
Service", 

And  only  $4,000.00  a  year  appropriated  to  enable 
the  Board  to  perform  these  broad  and  important  functions  1 
The  average  coat  for  the  services  of  a  single  inspector  in 
the  Indian  Bureau  is  about  $5,000.00  a  year. 

The  need  of  a  Larger  appropriation,  if  the  Board 
iss  to  do  the  important  work  Congress  has  laid  out  for  it  to 
do,  is  so  self-evident  that  argument  would  seem  to  be  unnec¬ 
essary.  The  Board  has  been  using  $2,500i0C  of  this  meagre 
appropriation  to  pay  a  Secretary.  The  larger  portion  of  the 
balance  has  gone  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a  stenographer, 
for  office  rent,  stationery  and  other  incidental  office  ex¬ 
penses,  leaving  scarcely  enough  to  pay  the  traveling  expenses 
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of  the  members  of  the  Board  to  Washington  twice  each  year,  not 
leaving  enough  to  enable  the  Board  to  have  a  representative 
present  always  at  the  annual  letting  of  contracts  for  Indian 
supplies,  a  duty  specifically  imposed  by  law,  and  leaving 
nothing  at  all  to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  of  members  to 
enable  them  to  investigate  field  conditions  in  the  Indian  Ser¬ 
vice. 

At  the  present  time  Commissioner  Ayer  is  making  a 
most  important  investigation  of  a  large  lumber  mill  on  the 
Menominee  Indian  Reservation.  This  is  the  only  lumber  mill 
ovmed  and  operated  by  Indians  and  much  controversy  as  to 
whether  it  is  being  conducted  at  a  profit  has  arisen.  The 
findings  of  Commissioner  Ayer  will  have  a  most  important  bear¬ 
ing  upon  the  future  policy  of  establishing  similar  plants  for 
the  manufacture  of  Indian  timber  valued  at  approximately 
eighty  millions  of  dollars,  on  other  reservations. 

Commissioners  Eliot  and  Ketcham  are  just  starting 
a  very  important  investigation  of  conditions  among  the  Navaho, 
Pueblo  and  Papago  Indians.  Their  findings  will  have  an  im¬ 
portant  bearing  on  future  legislation  and  administrative  pol¬ 
icy  relating  to  approximately  forty  thousand  Indians  and  af¬ 
fecting  property  valued  at  many  millions  of  dollars. 

Another  line  of  investigation  by  the  Board  is  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  briefs  on  Indian  irrigation  and  Indian  timber 
which  I  have  prepared  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
and  which  are  submitted  to  you  under  separate  cover.  These 
investigations  alone  should  result  in  an  annual  saving  to  the 
Government  in  its  appropriation  bills  for  the  Indian  Service 
of  approximately  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  investigations  referred  to  above  would  have  been 
absolutely  impossible  with  an  appropriation  of  only  $4, 000.00, 
except  for  the  fact  that  the  Board  was  without  the  services 
of  a  Secretary  from  July  1st  until  October  11th  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  year  and  the  Secretary* s  salary  for  those  months  saved 
for  other  purposes.  And,  even  that  saving  would  be  insuffi¬ 
cient  to  oover  all  these  investigations,  except  for  the  phil¬ 
anthropy  of  Commissioner  Ayer,  who  is  not  presenting  a  claim 
for  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  investigation  made  by  him. 
Last  year  he  financed  an  investigation  made  by  Commissioner 
Moorehead  among  the  Indians  of  Oklahoma. 

Another  saving,  which  has  helped  us  this  year,  has 
been  made  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inter¬ 
ior,  who  has  provided  good  offices  for  the  Board  free  of  rent 


I.B.D, 


In  the  Bureau  of  Mine?  Building  and  furnished  telephone  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  Government  rate# 

The  CcBBni sc loner  of  Indian  Affaire  chi*  year  reoom- 
mended  an  increase  from  |4,Q00«OO  to  £5,000.00,  an  increase 

I  *i  «xpfiM««|  and  the  Secre¬ 

tary  of  the  Interior  ha*  veeewnended  the  letter  amount  to 
•  *1!  ' 

the  Board,  when  they  called  on  him  in  November,  that,  ho  had 
cuppo  ■  *<1  he  vr','-  following  precedent  in  recommending  tfcie 
•mount  an'  that  he  would  be  glad  to  ace  this  appropriation 
incre  .  ed.  I  fool  warranter!,  therefore.  In  f-  '  bcdlef  that, 
if  the  matter  wore  again  referred  to  him  by  the  Indian  Com¬ 
mittee*,  h«  would  not  eppeeo  an  increase  or?  the  mount  for¬ 
merly  recommended  by  him.  His  predeoeoeor,  Secretary  n«her, 
mded  llOjOOOiOO,  and  in  the  9  nate  Committee 
Senator  SaIlU«tt«  aoyifl  to  mice  the  mount  tc  *25, 000 *00* 
Tlii*  ; ..ction  lo*t  by  tie  vote.  Chatman  Stephens  of 

the  House  Committee  i»  the  one  whoeo  opposition  to  an  in- 

‘ 


There  are  reny  valuable  Investigations  which  oan 
be  node  by  tMe  Board#  Metd|  they#  t  .e  when 

there  haa  been  *o  groat  a  need,  of  Uneelfish  constructive  work 
in  connection  with  Indian  affair©;  no  time  when  the  diffloul- 

this?  Government  should  ash  public  spirited  oitiz-ne  to  assume 
the  tremendously  important  functions  imposed  by  law  upon  the 
Board  cf  In  dan  Conn. iso  ion  era  an  :  ask  then;  to  nerve,  not  only 
without  r alary,  but  without  providing  them  the  meagre  appro¬ 
priations  n •  c*  '-wry  for  •  ctv.-.l  traveling  oxpenoe©  r.hile  per¬ 
form  in,:;  their  duties,  would  be  unbelievable,  if  it  were  not 
in  3tu&l  fact.  As  you  rill  hftiv  from  the  program  which  ia 
being  pursued  by  the  Beard  at  the  present  time,  the  member© 
are  doing  everything  pee  ible  in  a  spirit  of  loyal  cooperation 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  In  whom  they  all  have 
the  greatest  confluence,  to  acolot  in  the  administration  of 
X&di  .  TThatevcr  you  may  feel  free  to  do  to  assist 

the  Beard  in  securing  an  increased  appropriation  will  be 
greatly  appreciated; 


Sincerely  yours, 

-  -V 

Secretary* 


Honorable  Isidore  B.  Dookweiler, 

Lob  Angelee,  Cal.  JO. 


Washington,  D.C.  Deoamber  31,  1913, 


P.  H.  Abbott,  Secretary, 

Board  of  Indian  Commissi oners, 
Washington,  D.  0. 

My  dear  Mr,  Abbott: 


As  per  request  I  am  returning  to 
you  the  statement  pertaining  to  tho  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners.  I  am  of  an  entirely  different  mood 
relative  to  this  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  than 
I  was  when  yon  saw  me.  I  at  that  time  thought  that 
this  3oard  of  Indian  Commissioners  was  of  some 
Bervioe,  and  Mr.  Smiley  and  you  gave  me  that 
impression.  You  also  told  me  that  Mr.  Ayer,  who 
was  sent  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  milling 
operations  at  Neopit,  Wis.,  was  sent  there  to  make 
a  bona  fide  honest  investigation  of  the  milling 
operations.  Prom  the  testimony  that  ho  has  been 
gathering  at  that  plaoe,  and  from  the  aots  that  he 
has  done  over  there,  I  have  lost  absolutely  all 
confidence  in  Mb  investigation  and  I  think  the 
investigation  is  absolutely  a  faroe.  I  think  it  is 
an  investigation  to  white  wash  Nicholson  of  any 
complaints  that  may  be  made  against  him. 

I  am  sending  you  a  sample  copy 
of  some  of  the  testimony  that  thisman  has  taken,  from 
which  it  clearly  appears  that  he  is  not  making  an 
investigation  of  the  business  operations  at  Noopit, 
bnt  is  prying  into  extraneous  matters,  belittling 
the  complaints  and  com  ••'la  inants.  I  want  to  ask 

you  whether  or  not  in  yonr  opinion  you  think  that 
such  an  examination  has  anything  whatever  to  do  with 
business  operations  at  Neopit.  This  little  bit  of 
testimony  will  oonvinoe  any  man  that  this  man  Ayer 
instead  of  being  there  to  investigate  matters  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  is  there  to  pry  into  the 
complaints  made  and  belittle  them  as  rnuoh  as  possible. 

Very  truly  years , 

(Signed)  Thomas  F.  Konop. 


Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 


Congre ssman  Thomas  F.  Konop,  Wisconsin, 

Washington,  D.  0. 

Dear  Sir: 

Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott  has  sent  to  me  your 
letter  to  him  of  December  31,  1913. 

The  seoond  day  that  I  was  at  the 
Menominee  Indian  Reservation  Mr.  Tyrrell  said  to 
me  that  you  and  Mr.  Ballinger  and  he  said  to 
Commissioner  Sells  that  you  would  look  with 
suspicion  on  any  investigation  made  at  the  Menominee 
Reservation  by  anybody  that  Mr.  Abbott  was  associated 
with.  This  remark  introduced  me  to  a  type  of  men 
that  I  have  never  met  before,  men  who  would* voluntar¬ 
ily  insult  a  Government  Officer  who  was  selected  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  make  an  investigation,  before, 
even,  the  investigation  was  started.  I  immediately 
told  Mr.  Tyrrell  that  Mr.  Ballinger's  and  his 
opinion  was  a  matter  of  entire  indifference  to  me 
and  that  as  for  Congressman  Konop,  he  oould  go  to 
Hades. 


I  ought  not  to  be  astonished  at 
receiving  yours  of  Deoember  31st  to  Mr.  Abbott,  and 
still,  I  am.  You  are  again  insulting  the  Board 
of  Indian  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  President 
as  the  advisors  of  the  Indian  Department  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Under  Act  of  April  10,  1869,  R.S.  2039, 
also  under  an  Executive  Order  of  June  3,  1869,  and  an 
Act  of  July  6,  1870,  R.S.  2041,  and  especially  an 
act  of  May  29,  1872,  R.S.  2042,  you  can  find  out 
something  probably  new  to  you  in  regard  to  the  powers 
of  the  Commission. 


Of  course  the  motive  of  Mr.  Ballinger 
and  Mr.  Tyrrell  is  well  known,  that  is,  to  get  v8,000 
a  year  for  being  attorneys  of  the  Menominee  Indians. 
What  yours  oan  possibly  be  in  thus  grossly  attaoking 
a  body  of  gentlemen  who  are  working  without  salary, 
and  in  some  oases  muoh  expense  to  themselves,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  imagine. 


I  have  the  most  profound  respect  for 
the  United  States  Senata  and  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,  but  to  my  mind  your  being  a  member  of  the 
House  only  shows  that  accidents  may  happen  to  the 
best  regulated  families,  and  I  feel  sure  that  your 
district,  in  the  grand  state  of  my  nativity,  will 
see  to  it  that  the  accident  does  not  happen  a  seoond 
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I  am  making  your  letter  and  my  answer 
to  you  a  part  of  my  report  on  the  Menominee  Indian 
Reservation,  and  have  also  had  your  letter  photo¬ 
graphed  for  future  referenoe.  I  am  also  sending 
a  copy  of  your  letter,  and  my  answer  to  it,  today, 
to  Commission  Sells  and  Secretary  Lane,  that  they 
may  see  in  advance  the  outside  efforts  at  work  to 
try  to  influenoe  my  investigation. 

Yours  very  truly. 


(Signed)  Edward  B.  Ayer. 


«wa»  or  sauna  QMaussmm 

OmOE  KEWfflt 

<Mebas..lQ  ,tp  ijmn'beg  ai.  laia.  toolualyo. 


*:.•■<>  aowft  of  lafllaa  OogglBBloaega. 

Owing  to  inadequate  sbmegre^hie  help  dor lag  the 
Boothe  of  October  and  Stoveiaber  and  a  mao  of  work  of  meet 
pre@»tng  fcqportajac©  to  the  Board,  which  has  kept  the  office 
Btemogrephere  working  owr  time  slaoct  ©very  day,  t  Old  not 
Bond  <mt  regular  monthly  report©  dm  ing  the  last  quarter, 
which  it  ie  usy  puip  obq  to  do  In  the  future* 


maim- 

Attending  to  correspondence  and  filing  of  papers 
aeoug&ilated  during  interim  following  the  resignation  of 
secretary  i  hillipe* 

Cheeking  up  and  bringing  down  to  date  legisla¬ 
tive  and  doounent  file©* 

uolieetion  of  data  from  General  Band  Office, 
Dorset  servio©,  Indian  Off  loo  and  ecological  Survey  and 
preparation  of  a  map  elxming  Jav&h©  rocsortatlon  and  allot- 
mesat  conditions  for  the  &ohouk  laoetir^  at  the  direction 
of  the  Gh&irsaaa  of  the  Board* 

*  reparation  of  paper  on  Bavaho  oattore  for  the 
Bake  Mohonk  ©oiiforoaoe* 

Allowing  the  lefco  i'chonr  mooting  of  the  Board 
m  time  was  at® orbed  In  writing  up  the  minutes  of  the 
laOfeonJ:  mooting  and  the  xroja  ration  of  data  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  meetings  of  tho  Board  in  Bommbor  m&  December* 


:i)OQ.ombcr* 

In  Jeeoidber.  I  €H»loytdt  with  the  authority  of 
the  Ohairman  of  the  Board,  two  eteaographoro,  and  during 
the  month  devoted  the  regular  time  and  cpmidorable  ©stra 
time  to  the  reparation  of  brief©  on  irrigation  and  orost- 
ry  matters,  which  have  boon  placed  in  the  hand©  of  renter© 
of  the  Board*  In  addition  to  this  ©oaf:  a  groat  may  letters 
wore  written  to  field  ©aperlntendentni  ta  the  Indian  Service, 
to  the  Indian  Bureau  and  to  various  railroad  companies  to 
secure  naceecary  data  and  inform t ion  canoe xning  the  proposed 
invest  1  gat  ions  of  Gonriieelomer  Ayer,at  :cnomi«je)e,ana  Goooiaoionors 


jflMo t  ma  ketotea  mmg  the  Bnv&ho,  xmlfco  and  im son* 

lew  Ajawhe  In Urn**  Swr in*  t  1«  month,  with  the  authority 
of  the  Chair  wan  of  the  Beard,  I  also  sade  a  trip  to  Mr  York 
la  rectpetme  to  a  special  Invitation  from  Bee  ter  Jfcoeish  2U 
Bixen,  representing  the  Mtaaaher  %«UtUftif  Citi*«n*Mp 
to  the  Indians  efthe  United  stator,  m  while  In  Mr  York 
Blade  on  lawotiirettoa  in  ooisnoetloa  with  the  delivery  of 
mm  evor*all«,  cwacemin*?  tfeioh  a  dlummto  had  rtea,  and 
la  eonneetlea  therewith  took  vp  with  Chelman  fmx9  In  *hfl*» 
dolphin,  the  wetter  of  revUAn;?  the  epeetf&ahieao  wkitUi 
to  the  purchase  of  elothtatf  for  the  Indian  Mrrtee  and.  war  feed 
out  a  draft  of  revised  opotfieatioaa,  ihiefc,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  Oewsieeiaaor*  Yana  and  4yert  of  the  iwfeud&t 
cowBdttee.  wa®  onfesslttod  to  the  Cotaoliialoaer  of  Indian  Affair*, 

In  eottneetlea  wit  ®y  studio  a  of  irrigation  and  ifcreatry 
Iwisiftitoi  l  wade  fregnent  tripe  to  the  Capitol  and  called 
upon  ^cmatere  XaMlom,  Clapp  end  fowamwd  and  Congressa** 
stopfeoas,  Carter,  Sur&n,  Eoaop,  laylosi,  i^orrie  and  J.&adoXU 
Gene  of  the  mbieerl*  coaler  oeasldaratloa  were  also  diaeu*e*ft 
with  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Irrigation  for  the  Indian  servieej 
with  Dimeter  Jewell,  ef  the  Beetoation  .*orrle»t  *Jr.  Cyan* 
a  oenber  of  the  Mftard  and  others*  laving  a  kaow* 

lodge  of  this  mfcjeet#  IhnHbaf?  the  three  aaatfca  oovored 
la  this  report,  oasra??  the  oallera  at  thi*  effioo,  in  addition 
to  a  wuwhor  of  elexks  and  es$l©y&©3  of  the  Xaiioa  Joremi,  were 
.rank,  I*&»ah*  of  the  Swtem  of  ;t Smolap,  to  dieeaw  usage  aad 
'linakaro  natters;  Ms*  Unay  W§  liee  and.  lev*  ftsary  ftoe  Cloud 
to  diee&as  matters  of  the  $ort  Sill  Apaches,  eonditloise  on 
the  Jia«feeg?»  reservation  in  mhmak*  m&  the  Cheywaao  am 
aa&ohoe  reservation*  in  cklahona;  JaM  dares  laolauahlin  to 
die  ease  various  Indian  wattoaroi  Ham*  Clifford,  widow  of  the 
late  Ii*Jer  Clifford,  *M  died  while  esnloyed  at  theUionow ifcee 
reservation  j  ^eriatowdowt  %*art  of  -Inehe^ot  Ir.gohaaok, 
Irrigation  Engi near  in  the  InMan  Mrrtoo  la  driionlt  E*  h* 
Mt&aen,  fewer  o^.eriiitondent  at  feosup,  reeeaidy  dj*iaio«*4 
fron  the  Indian  Serviooi  1*  Jf.  aengiurnty,  aa  Indian  of  she 
Bed  giver  JooorvwtUw.  te  talk  about  fcfc*  aliet®»nt  of  the 
remaining  anallettod  laade  ef  Me  reservation  and  about  hi» 
apeUeatlan  for  a  position  in  the  Indian  3ervioe»  teertotoadont 
Sena  &*  Kelsey,  of  Ihaioa  dfowiyi  'X,  y,  Haetin^o*  XYiWl  Attorney, 
for  the  Cher  See  Indian*;  x*  d*  iiurlesr,  frfthoi  Attorney  for  the 
Ohoetasr  Indians;  frod  8*  Cook,  InsToetor  in  the  Indian  service ; 
h*  I.  ueleewhe.  Chief  ^nervioer  in  the  Indiaa  ervleei  Charles  S* 
jia^env  tt,  .^neorvioor  of  Indian  l^lfyNOt  In  the  Iwdiiwi  -ervioe; 
Eon,  Samel  Atom,  of  Ohioans  forrosr  MpJt  Amietant  -.-eeretary 
ef  the  Interior;  more*  3fc$yier  and  IMrillat*  fewaorly  Attorney® 
for  the  Congo  Indian*;  Confrooswon  Mte,  ef  ietith  EaketOt  and 
QQj&xmmxm  Uaguird,  of  Oklah« 


Boport  of  Mr.  Kclward  R.  Ayer's  interview  with  Mr.  Philip  R.  Smith, 
Secretary  &  Treasurer  of  Ayer  &  Lord  Tie  Company,  at  Chioago, 
December  22,  1913  -  in  regard  to  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation, 


Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  You  are  the  Secretary  &  Treasurer  of  the  Ayer 

&  Lord  Tie  Company? 

Mr,  Smith.  A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  How  many  years  have  you  worked  for  them? 

A.  Well,  I  was  one  of  the  organizes,  been  with 
them  twenty  years. 

Q.  And  your  duties  have  taken  you  often  through 
their  cuttings  and  timber  manufacturing? 

A.  Yes  eir. 

Q.  You  also  went  to  Menominee  reservation  with  me. 
A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  have  oharge  of  the  books  of  the  Ayer  &  Lord 
Tie  Company,  have  you? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  In  looking  over  the  books  at  Neonit  were  there 
any  suggestions  you  saw  you  could  make,  for  greater 
simplicity  or  economy,  -  how  did  you  find  them? 

A.  There  was  almost  no  place  that  the  books  oould 
have  been  simplified  and  given  the  immense  amount 
of  detail  that  the  government  requests. 

Q.  Then  you  found  them  as  satisfactory  as  oould 
be  for  the  purposes  intended? 

A.  I  made  no  detailed  ohook  or  audit  at  all,  but 
just  looked  at  the  general  form  and  their  methods, 
and  the  way  the  books  woro  kept  up  I  can  say  thst 
they  are  exceptionally  well  kept  and  Mr.  Ashford,  in 
oharge,  is  oertainly  keeping  a  perfect  set  of  books. 


Mr.  Ayer: 
Mr.  Smith. 


Q.  You  also  wont  through  the  yard? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

0. .  With  Mr.  Tyrrell  himsolfand  the  Indians  that 
he  had  in  showing  the  defects? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

0..  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  yard? 

A.  I  found  that  wherever  tho  piles  were  on  high 

ground  there  was  very  little  waste  or  trash  lying 
around.  There  was  quite  a  considerable  amoxrnt  of 
waste  and  trash  in  the  low  country,  where  the  yards 
had  been  built  on  piling  and  where  they  v?ore  merely 
filling  in,  but  this  was  waste  pieoeo  of  broken 
plank  that  had  boon  dropped  in  there  over  since 
they  had  been  piling  lumber  there,  and  loft  there 
to  help  fill  up  the  water  hole.  Thero  ie  still  a 
part  of  tho  yard  that  is  on  piling  and  being  on  piling 
the  timbers  that  support  tho  lumber  rot  rapidly, 
being  over  the  water,  and  that  material  whon  replaced 
is  just  dropped  down  Into  tho  water  and  not  oarriad 
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away,  and  any  pieces  of  plank  that  are  broken  and 
nraotioally  worthless,  as  are  found  in  all  yards, 
are  dropped  into  the  water.  They  all  nerve  to 
fill  this  place  up.  Ab  I  understand  it,  the 
intention  is  to  fill  it  all. 

If  this  yard  were  on  ground  this  material 
would  have  been  taken  away  and  destroyed,  but  it 
is  serving  the  purpose  where  it  is. 

Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  Did  you  see  any  waste  of  good  material,  or  any 

negleot  in  the  keeping  of  the  yard  in  ordinary 
condition? 

Mr.  Smith.  A.  No  sir.  The  principal  waste  was  the  original 
location  of  the  Mill,  having  to  plaoe  their  lumber 
yards  over  water,  on  piling. 


Q.  You  also  went  into  the  woods  the  next  morning 
after  wo  arrived,  with  the  Agent  Mr.  Tyrrell,  the 
timber  boss,  the  two  lumber  cruisers  and  Mr.  Tyrrell's 
Indians? 

A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  conditions  in  the  woods  to 
conform  to  the  oopy  of  the  letter  where  the  charges 
were  made  by  Mr.  Tyrrell  of  gross  extravagance  and 
waste  in  the  woods? 

A.  I  found  logs  in  different  plaoes,  as  he  had 
described  in  the  letter,  and  I  found  large  Blabs 
out  on  some  of  the  logs,  and  found  some  logs  that 
should  have  been  hauled  in;  but  the  number  of  logs 
re  found,  went  to,  and  were  shown  by  Mr.  Tyrrell, 
taking  into  consideration  that  they  spread  over 
three  or  more  years,  they  were  almost  infinitesimal 
compared  to  the  Immense  operation. 

The  prinoipal  loss  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  dwelt  upon 
was  in  the  cutting  for  the  square  timber.  There 
was  some  of  this  that  should  have  been  gotten  out, 
or  the  square  timber  man  should  have  been  kept  from 
outting  if  the  ohanoe  of  getting  them  out  was  doubtful. 
But  this  material  had  been,  in  most  lnstanoos,  taken 
oare  of  by  the  Agent,  by  having  them  peeled  to  keep 
the  worms  out  of  them,  and  they  would  have  been  taken 
out  the  year  before  If  it  had  not  been  on  aooount  of 
tho  early  Spring  and  it  was  impossible  to  haul  them, 
and  they  will  be  brought  out  on  this  year's  operation 
and  the  actual  loss  in  waste  will  be  comparatively 
small. 

As  to  the  slabs,  they  were  paid  for  by  the 
Contractor  at  the  full  price  per  thousand  feet 
that  he  paid  for  the  logs  that  he  took,  as  the  tree 
was  measured  in  the  round. 

Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  In  selling  these  hewd  logs  to  these  people  thoy 

paid  §70  a  thousand  for  them,  standing,  and  got  them 
o:it  themselves,  Whioh  made  it  up  to  in  tho  nieghborhood 
of  $80  a  thousand  in  the  tree.  From  the  faot  that 
these  logs  would  not  have  sawed  over  30  or  40,  if  that 
percent,  of  O'b,  do  you  think  this  was  a  fair  price? 

A.  It  was  a  deoldedly  good  prloe,  because  he  is 


Mr.  Smith. 
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Mr.  Ayer: 

selling  his  select  after  it  is  manufactured  into 
lumber  at  about  £85.00. 

Q.  ffas  Mr.  Tyrrell  fair  in  his  attitude  towards 
the  work? 

Mr.  Smith. 

A.  I  should  hardly  say  so,  and  in  his  general 

talk  he  could  see  almost  nothing  that  was  done 
right  and  he  made  a  speech  at  each  individual 
log  that  seemed  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of 
training  the  Indians  and  making  them  discontented. 

Copy  of  Father  SIMON  SCHV.'ARZ's  letter  to  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayor,  dated 
Keshena,  Wisconsin,  December  18th,  1913. 


St.  Joseph* b  Indian  Industrial  Sohool, 

Keshena,  Wis.  Deo.  18,  1913. 


Honorable  Edward  E. 
Railway  Exchange, 
Chioago,  Ill. 


Ayer, 


requ^sVi  I  wiUjjfriswek  the\ 

Ve  whfrt  \l/ think  wofld  be  pie  tybst N 


Complying  with\ 
ons  you  s/feked  and 
Menon^nee  Indians 

I  /6&ye  been  amp6£the  iWnominee  Indians  iX  IKob^l 
for/^17  years;  jKor  15  years  1  had/sharge  of  AhoUli Asians  ; 

Li^tlp  Oa/nto  ajjd  K ini  ire way  Wd/ for  mo  yours  1  have  mow  Voharg^ 
^  know  fi  litt^e/pf  thejir  lives,  hfebits]  ^nd\ 

o<(naijf 

I  do  not  know  of  any  case  of  abject  suffering  among 
the  sick  or  old  or  poor,  or  that  they  were  not  helped  when 
in  real  need,  either  by  their  neighbors,  or  were  refused  help 
by  the  Agent.  There  are,  of  course,  siok  people  and  poor 
people  as  everywhere,  but  the  former  reoeived  rations  when 
old  and  unable  to  work  and  tho  others  were  taken  to  the 
hospital,  if  they  could  be  induced  to  go  there.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  case  that  a  sick  person  was  refused  admission  to  the 
hospital  if  the  circumstances  demanded  it. 


As  regards  Tuberculosis  and  Traooma  I  must  say  that 
there  have  always  been  oases  of  both;  whether  they  are  on  the 
increase  or  not  I  do  not  know,  as  in  former  years  the  disease 
was  not  tabulated  so  carefully  as  now.  If  the  death  record 
among  the  Catholic  Indians  shows  anything,  it  shows  that  the 
health  of  the  tribe  in  late  years  is  better  than  ever  before. 


AIbo  in  regard  to  intemperance  in  drinking,  quite  a 
change  for  the  better  has  come  the  last  5  years  or  eo.  It 
happens  now  rarely  that  an  Indian  is  found  drunk  on  the 
Reservation.  It  does  occur,  of  course,  now  and  then,  but 
never  goes  unpunished  if  found  out.  However,  if  instead  of 
being  deported  to  Milwaukee  to  serve  their  tine,  drunkards 
would  bemade  to  serve  their  sentence  on  the  reservation, 
cither  improving  tho  roads  or  clearing  land,  I  think  it  would 
be  better,  especially  in  the  case  of  married  men.  The  real 
hardship  of  the  punishment  in  such  oases  falls  on  the  family 
of  the  drunkard,  and  his  wife  i3  exposed  to  great  moral  danger 
during  the  absence  of  the  husband. 

In  regard  to  the  Mill  at  Noopit  I  must  say,  as  far  as 
I  oan  see,  that  it  has  been  a  benefit  to  many  Indians,  as  it 
gave  them  work,  and  several  Indians  have  done  very  well ;  they 
have  now  deoent  houses  and  are  working  steadily  and  are  making 
a  fair  livelyhood  and  are  in  every  way  better  situated  than  they 
were  before  the  mill  was  built. 
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I  think,  too,  that  every  Indian  who  was  willing  to 
work  oouia  find  work  and  if  he  proved  steady  and  competent, 
was  paid  fair  wages.  The  complaint  about  the  Mill  since  its 
erection  was,  that  it  takes  all  the  Indians'  money  and  was 
not  making  any  for  the  Indians*  Of  course  the  construction 
of  the  plant  was  a  great  expense,  hut  if  managed  properly  it 
would  he  hound  to  make  money  and  return  a  fair  profit  on  the 
investment.  Perhaps  a  private  oonoern  oould  run  it  oheaper, 
not  having  to  employ  such  a  large  office  force,  and  not  being 
obliged  to  make  so  many  exceptions  in  employing  men  and  being 
so  restrained  in  disposing  of  the  lumber. 

And  now,  as  to  the  farming  proposition.  I  am 
convinced  that  farming  would  indeed  be  the  salvation  of  the 
Indian  and  the  only  way  to  oivilize  him  eventually.  However, 
the  steady  work  on  a  farm  is  not  to  his  liking  and  he  is  easily 
discouraged,  if  he  oannot  get  the  result  of  his  labor  right 
away. 


I  think  that,  allotting  to  every  Indian,  who  is 
willing  to  farm,  80  or  120  acres,  to  be  his  permanent  home,  and 
to  advance  him  the  money  for  improving  the  same,  would  be  a 
step  in  the  right  direction  to  solve  the  Indian  problem,  and 
to  make  him  self  supporting.  The  condition,  though,  of  getting 
additional  assistance  should  be:  making  new  improvements,  say, 
for  every  acre  of  land  oleared  and  cultivated  advance  $20.00 
or  value  thereof  in  implements,  seed,  eto.  this  to  be  oharged 
to  his  balance.  Also  that  a  certain  number  of  horses  and 
cattle  be  maintained  and  food  for  same  raised  and  stored  on  the 
premises. 


The  officer  to  look  after  this  work  should  have  author¬ 
ity  to  compel  them  to  work  on  the  farm,  otherwise  nothing  will 
come  of  all  the  regulations. 

It  would  be  good  policy  and  I  think  necessary  to 
advance  them  money  for  the  work  they  do  on  the  farm,  until  they 
would  have  40  aores  or  so  under  plow,  beoause  otherwise  they  are 
obliged  to  work  way  from  home  to  get  the  necessary  subsistence 
and  no  improvement  is  possible. 

The  old,  sick  and  disabled  to  work  would  have  to  be 
supported  as  now  by  rations  and  annuity.  Those  working  at  the 
mill  or  at  a  trade  might  get  help  for  building  a  house  or 
making  improvements  on  same;  but  those  able  to  work  should  be  made 
to  work  in  order  to  get  the  use  of  their  own  money.  I  know  this 
seems  unjust,  as  the  money  belongs  to  the  Indians;  yet  if  he  can 
get  it  without  work  and  spend  it  as  he  pleases,  the  result  will 
be  that  the  Indian  will  ever  remain  only  a  consumer  and  never  a 
provider,  and  when  his  substance  is  all  wasted  he  will  be  a 
charge  to  the  poorhouses.  Actual  conditions  and  the  experience 
of  many  years,  I  think,  are  proof  enough  that  money  obtained 
without  work  is  a  curse,  not  a  blessing  for  the  Indian.  For, 
big  child  that  he  is,  he  does  not  look  ahead,  but  only  what  he 
needs  today,  and  so  he  wastes ^is  ready  money  for  whatever  strikes 
his  fancy  or  tickles  his  passion,  and  thus  he  grows  up  improvident 
and  careless,  and  fruitless  as  the  poor  Indian  we  know  today.  He 
will  have  a  good  time  for  a  day  or  two  and  for  the  rest  of  the 
year  he  iB  in  need 


*  • 

From  the  foregoing  statement  of  pick  up  scale  the  following 

statement 

shows  this 

year’s  intended  disposition. 

-  SE  SE  Sec.  8,  T.  29  H.,  R.  14  E.  - 

2,540 

ft 

White  Pine  left  from  Waney  Board  cuttings  now 
decked  in  rollways  ready  for  hauling  from 

Camp  15 ’ s  present  operation. 

-  SE  HE  Sec.  17,  T.  29  N.,  R.  14  E.  - 

9,420 

ft. 

White  Pine  to  which  roads  are  now  cut  and  skidways 
built  ready  for  skidding  during  present  year’s 
operation  as  soon  as  the  soft  ground  on  which  they 
lie  is  sufficiently  frozen  to  allow  team  work. 

-  HE  HE  Sec.  17,  T.  29  N.,  R.  14  E.  - 

4,070 

ft. 

White  Pine  ready  for  skidding  as  above. 

-  NW  NW  Sec.  16,  T.  29  N.,  R.  14  E.  - 

3,910  ft. 

White  Pine  on  so  called  State  School  Land  at 
present  in  litigation  which  we  are  forbidden 
to  move. 

-  NE  SW  Sec.  10,  T.  29  N.,  R.  14  E. 

9,910 

ft. 

White  Pine  in  present  year’s  Camp  15  operation  - 
to  which  roads  are  built,  skidways  and  landing 
left  from  last  year’s  operation  for  that  purpose. 

3,480 

ft. 

Hemlock  scaled  and  planned  to  take  out  as  above  - 
Camp  15  operations. 

-  SE  SW  Sec.  10,  T.  29  N. ,  R.  14  E .  - 

23,150 

ft. 

White  Pine  adjoining  above  description  and  to  be 
logged  with  it. 

-  SW  SE  Sec.  10,  T.  29  N.,  R.  14  E.  - 

4,880 

ft. 

White  Pine  adjoining  above  description  and  to  be 
logged  with  it. 

•*  } 


2,180  ft. 


7,590  ft. 


6,  g  7o 

■6-,-S8Q-  ft. 


770  ft. 


1,710 

ft 

3,730 

ft 

3,220 

ft 

2,960 

ft 

1,110 

ft 

660 

ft 

2,610 

ft 

ft. 

33  3-JfO 


61,520 


ft. 


-  NE  NE  Sec.  6,  T.  29  N.,  R.  15  E.  - 

White  Pine  &  Norway  left  in  1911  &  1912  operation 
not  accessible  to  this  year’s  work. 

-  NW  NE  Sec.  6,  T.  29  N.,  R.  15  E.  - 

Fire  killed  White  Pine  &  Norway  skids  -  logs  - 
bridging,  etc.,  left  1911  -  12.  Not  accessible 
tins  year’s  work. 

-  SW  SE  Sec.  31,  T.  30  N.,  R.  15  E.  - 

Fire  killed  White  Pine  &  Norway  -  skids,  bridging 
&  logs  left  season  1911  -  12.  Not  accessible  in 
this  year’s  operation. 

-  NW  NE  Sec.  31,  T.  30  N.,  R.  15  E.  - 

Pine  logs  left  in  swamp  near  Gamp  11  season  1911  - 
12.  May  possibly  be  skidded  out  this  w inter,  but 
there  is  no  frost  in  the  swamp  sufficient  to  hold 
team  this  date,  Dec.  16,  1913,  making  it 
problematical . 

-  SW  SE  Sec.  30,  T.  30  N . ,  R.  15  E.  - 

Pine  &  Tamarack  same  condition  as  above. 

-  NE  NW  Sec.  31,  T.  30  N.,  R.  15  E .  - 
Pine ,  and 

Hemlock,  same  condition  as  above. 

-  NE^  Sec.  36,  T.  30  N.,  R.  14  E.  - 

White  Pine  decked  in  Camp  17  rollways  ready  for 
present  season’s  hauling. 

Pine  to  be  d rayed  into  above  job. 

Pine  not  accessible  to  this  season’s  logging. 
Hemlock  not  accessible  to  present  season’s 
logging. 

Not  accessible  or  probability  of  legging  at  least 
doubtful . 

Accessible  to  present  year’s  operation. 


Dec.  16,  1913. 


f  -  i 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  descriptions,  log  scale, 
memoranda  and  data  as  shown  hereon  are  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

That  I  believe  that  I  have  covered  all  the  ground,  viewed  and 
scaled  all  merchantable  logs  under  discussion,  and  to  which  attention 
was  called  November  29  -  30  and  December  1,  1913,  during  investigation 
upon  complaint  of  Menominee  Indian  Committee,  and  all  such  other  logs 
found  by  me,  not  seen  or  mentioned  by  that  committee  in  the  several 


localities  visited. 

That  such  scale  was  well  and  truly  made  by  means  of  a  Scribner 

Decimal  C  Log  Rule  and  Calipers  used  where  rule  could  not  be  applied. 

That  I  did  not  include  cedar  logs  and  poles  cut  by  Paul  Tebeau 

at  and  about  the  corner  of  Sections  31|32  -  T.30  N .  R.  15  E.  lying  in 

6  5  -  T .29  N.  R.  15  E. 
swamp  containing  from  2000  to  4000  pieces. 

That  I  did  not  include  certain  hemlock  logs  obviously  left  for 


present  season’s  logging  on  the  southwest  l/4  of  Sec.  10,  T.  29  N.,  R. 
14  E.,  which  I  estimate  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  20,000  feet. 


That  the  total  scale  of  logs  herewith  included  as  shown  in  the 
7  7c 

foregoing  report  equals  94>t-160  feet  log  scale  . 


Signed 


Signed_ 


C2 


Deputy  Supervisor  of  Forests. 


teUjL-  y 


My  Commission  expires 


^  _  __  t  /  CiT-d-o 

7*  t* 


Superintendent  of  Logging. 


Chicago,  Deco ml) or  10,  1913, 


I  hare  the  honor  to  make  the  following  recommendations 
in  regard  to  things  that  ought  to  ho  dona  to  benefit  the 
Menominee  Reservation, 


Edward  E.  Aye r, 


T.ha  plant  is  tremendously  handicapped  in  only  having 
a  cheap  railroad  with  small  supply  of  cars  etc.  to  ship  its 
product.  I  recommend  that  arrangements  be  made  to  allow  the 
Chicago  &  Horth-lilestera  Iteilroad  to  oome  in  from  the  south 
under  a  contract  satisfactory  to  the  Department.  I  use  the 
term  ’’from  the  south”  from  the  faot  that  they  are  nearer  the 
reservation  from  the  west  but  that  would  add  50  or  60  miles 
to  every  oar  that  v;ent  out  of  the  plant  routed  for  the  south. 

I  recommend  that  the  Reservation  be  cruised,  that 
there  be  a  report  made  showing  the  approximate  amount  and 
class  of  timber  on  every  section  of  the  reservation.  Some 
people  say  there  are  two  billion,  some  say  one  and  some  one 
and  a  half  billion.  I  think  the  Department  ought  to  know 
positively,  for  their  future  guidance  what  is  on  the  Reserva¬ 
tion  and  also  the  same  investigation  should  classify  the 
lends  for  agricultural  purposes. 

In  my  judgement  it  would  be  safe  and  proper  to 
allow  each  Indian  on  the  Reservation  C.500.00  in  money;  this 
money  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  each  Indian  and  to  be 
used  for  their  benefit  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Agent 
and  under  his  control  wherever  there  is  any^&a nger  of  any¬ 
body  using  the  money  unwisely.  A&rCt 

I  recommend  that  farms  be  allotted  to  Indians 
wishing  to  become  farmers,  the  grant  of  the  Government  to  be 
so  framed  as  to  preelude  alienation  within  a  period  of  50 
years  from  the  date  of  grant;  the  land  not  to  be  subject 
to  lien  or  incumbrance  of  any  kind;  the  land  to  be  granted 
for  fferraing  purposes  exclusively.  I  recommend  that  in 
addition  to  the  £500.00  that  each  Indian  gets  in  the  above 
mentioned  allotment  three  or  four  hunclreddollars  more  be 
given  to  any  Indian  who  takes  up  a  farm,  to  be  oharged  to 
his  individual  account  as  against  the  balance  of  money  in 
the  treasury  belonging  to  him,  and  that  this  amount  be  used 
solely  and  fully  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  put  buildings, 
stock,  etc.  on  his  farm.  It  is  utterly  impractical  to 
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undertake  or  expect  these  Indians  to  clear  up  a  farm  and 
got  it  going  without  help,  and  in  my  judgement  the  future 
prosperity  of  these  Indiane  depends  on  thoir  being  taught 

farming . 


5-  I  recommend  that  two,  four  or  six  of  the  brigntest 

young  Indians  on  the  Reservation  be  sent  to  Wisconsin  State 
College  of  Agriculture  at  Madison  to  take  a  full  course 
in  Forestry  and  Soientifio  Farming,  that  they  may  come  back 
to  the  Reservation  equipped  to  'teach  the  Indians  who  have 
elected  to  make  farms.  To  show  the  importance  of  this  I 
will  state  that  in  the  State  of  Illinois  each  county  has 
a/foan  whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  go  down  amongst  the  farmers, 
/J^rich  and  poor,  end  te&cli  them  about  the  best  kind  of  stock, 
I™  how  to  treat  it,  analyze  their  land,  confer  v/ith  them  about 
the  best  sort  of  crops  and  how  to  fertilize  for  it.  If  it 

is  important  in  the  State  of  Illinois  amongst  the  rick 
farmers  you  can  see  how  it  would  apply  amongst  Indians  just 
starting. 


6-  I  find  the  most  astonishing  system  of  selling  this 

lumber  in  force  by  tho  orders  of  the  Department  at  the  mills. 
Under  the  system  now  in  vogue  it  is  possible  to  do  only  very 
little  with  the  big  oonoerns  that  expect  to  make  at  least 
$2.00  a  thousand  on  every  stick  they  buy  in  that  way.  This 
could  be  entirely  saved,  making  a  difference  of  from  40  to 
60  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  the  mills,  by  employing  a 
bright  salesman,  say  at  $2,000  a  year  and  expenses,  to  travel 
amongst  tho  lumber  yards  in  the  small  towns  that  are  tributary 
to  this  plant  in  Southern  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Iowa,  and  soli  this  lumber*,  It  seems  to  me  that  rules  might 
be  arranged  having  eacirurlPwn  to  the  Government  etc.  and  make 
this  safe.  Bradstreet ■ s  oould  be  taken  to  find  the  leading 
lumbermen  in  each  town,  those  that  are  abundantly  safe  -  and 
nearly  all  of  them  are  rich  -  so  that  you  would  lose  hut  a 
very  small  amount,  if  any.  To  illustrate  this,  I  know  of 
three,  four  or  five  lumber  yards  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  my  country  home  in  Wisconsin  that  I.  would  guarantee  all 
they  bought,  if  it  was  the  entire  out  of  the  plant,  for  lOjzf 
a  yard. 

7“  I  ^juld  also  rocoramfend  that  in  a  ]plant  of  this 

magnitude  all\matters  referred  to  the  De^ient  should  have 
a  great  deal  prompter  attention  than  they  usually  receive. 
There  have  bei\  two  or  threar  times  since  thite\oropocition 
was  started  whdke  enormous  dosses  kAve  oocurteaCby  the 
dilatory  taotick  of  the  Government  tn  not  dedcidikg  important 
questions  promptly.  J  \  /  \ 
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\at  He  op: 

^tTaveM: 


I  reVompend  that  a  traveling  library  b*  established 
at  Neopit.  'L’liVstate  of  Jisadnsin  hasfWreral  Ji^dredA 

ng  libram^s  and  I  ha already/ ta^en  this  \gjb4.0«t\rp 
and  can  ar range/  that  from  h«<re.  v 

In  the  many  thousand  acres  of  land  on  this  reserva¬ 
tion  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of  food  for  cows  ,^-itiifrfrlfy 
and  young  stock  growing  and  going  to  waste  every  year.  I 
think  the  reservation  should  he  investigated  with  the  view 
of  starting  a  tribal  herd  there  of  a  thousand  head  of  ea%t3be 
to  be  herded  by  Indians  with  their  ponies  and  to  be  allowed 
to  increase  to  the  full  extent  that  hay  could  be  out  in 
certain  protected  districts,  to  get  them  through  the  winter. 
!Phere  is  certainly  enough  food  there  for  nine  months  of  the 
year  for  several  thousand  head,  end  at  the  price  that  cattle 
are  now  and  always  will  be  there  will  be  a  iarrre  profit  in 
turning  off  the  two  and  three  year  old  steers  each  Fall  to 
be  sent  down,  if  not  fat  enough  for  beef,  for  feeders.  It 
seems  too  bad  in  the  present  condition  of  the  meat  supoly  of 
our  country  that  enormous  districts  like  this  should  be 
allowed  to  go  to  waste. 


December  13,  1913. 


WEBSTER  BALLINGER 

ROOMS  90  TO  97 

1413  G  £ 


Washington,  d.  C. 


Hon.  Edw.  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

My  dear  Sir: 

As  the  copy  forwarded  to  me  does  not  give  the  full  gist 
of  our  conversation  and  in  instances  leaves  it  unfinished  and  in¬ 
complete,  possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  I  spoke  too  fast  for  your 
stenographer,  and  as  it  does  not  Cover  the  matter  as  fully  as  I 
desire  I  am  sending  you  a  corrected  statement  with  reference  to 
the  matters  discussed. 

Mr.  Ayer,  during  the  course  of  the  last  conversation 
which  I  had  with  you  while  at  Neopit  and  just  before  you  left,  you 
referred  to  the  critical  condition  of  the  Menominee  Tribe  due  to 
the  great  dissatisfaction  and  the  feeling  of  unrest  which  prevails 
throughout  the  Reservation.  If  I  remember  right  you  referred  to 
the  condition  of  the  tribe  as  being  dangerous.  You  also  made  the 
statement  that  you  felt  that  I  had  a  great  influence  with  the  tribe 
and  that,  owing  to  that  influence,  I  was  the  proper  person  to  quiet 
this  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  and  unrest,  that  I  should  inform 
the  members  of  the  tribe  that  conditions  were  all  right  on  the  res¬ 
ervation,  that  the  tribe  was  making  money  and  urge  the  members  to 
turn  their  attention  to  agriculture. 

I  answered  you,  at  that  time,  that  I  did  not  consider  the 
conditions  on  the  reservation  alJ?  right,  that  I  did  not  consider  the 
tribe  was  making  money  but  on  the  contrary  losing  money,  that  I  did 
not  consider  it  advisable  to  urge  the  members  of  the  tribe  to  go  to 
farming  until  the  conditions  existing  on  the  reservation  had  been 
corrected  and  means  provided  whereby  they  would  be  able  to  support 
themselves  while  clearing  their  farms  and  to  build  the  necessary- 
buildings  and  provide  stock  and  farm  machinery,  and  that,  even  if 

the  necessary  means  were  provided  'at  this  time,  the  move  would  not 

be  successful  so  long  as  the  tribe  felt  that  tribal  property  and 
funds  were  being  wasted  through  the  operations  at  Neopit  and  that, 
as  an  honest  man  and  an  attorney,  I  could  not  look  the  members  of 
the  tribe  in  the  face  were  I  to  advise  them  to  lay  down  before  the 
rights,  for  which  they  were  striving,  had  been  attained. 

Your  reference  to  the  influence  which  you  felt  I  had  with 

the  tribe; coupled  with  the  fact  that  I  realized  as  you  did  the  grav¬ 

ity  of  the  situation  existing  on  the  reservation  and  the  further  fact 
that  I  felt  I  had,  in  a  large  measure,  the  confidence  of  the  tribe, 
and  that  they  were  depending  upon  me,  locally,  to  safeguard  their 


interests  and  advise  them  honestly  and  fearlessly,  placed  upon 
me,  Mr.  Ayer,  a  responsibility  which  I  carried  from  your  presence 
and  which  I  felt  was  paramount  to  any  personal  interest  which  I 
might  have  in  the  premises. 

I  felt  then,  as  I  do  no w,  that  the  great  dissatisfaction 
existing  throughout  the  reservation  must  be  checked  and  wiped  out 
at  once  or  great  injury  and  suffering  would  result,  not  only  to  the 
tribe  but  also  to  the  individual  members  thereof. 

Moved  by  these  considerations,  I  took  up  the  matter  with 
some  of  the  leaders  as  well  as  other  members  of  the  tribe. 2J 

The  result  was  that  we  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
this  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  would  remain  unless  the  condit¬ 
ions  and  circumstances  which  brought  it  about  were  eliminated. 

We  also  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  was  but  one 
of  two  ways  by  which  the  existing  conditions  could  be  eliminated. 

First.  By  a  thorough  investigation  of  all  tribal  mat¬ 
ters.  It  was  suggested,  however,  that  this  investigation  would 
undoubtedly  prolong  this  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  and  unrest  for 
a  considerable  time,  as  it  would  simply  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
remedial  measures,  which  would,  of  necessity,  have  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  change  the  conditions  existing  and  which  would,  of  course, 
take  time. 


Second,  By  allowing  the  tribe  to  employ  attorneys  through 
whom  and  by  whom  the  conditions  prevailing  upon  the  reservation 
could  be  made  known  to  the  Department  and  the  proper  remedies  applied 
by  the  Department,  and  ty  allowing  the  tribe,  through  their  attor¬ 
neys,  to  sue  for  the  loss  which  it  has  sustained  through  the  opera¬ 
tions  at  Neopit  and  by  the  Department  taking  the  tribe  into  its  con¬ 
fidence  to  the  extent  of  listening  to  and  investigating  any  recom¬ 
mendations  that  the  tribe  might  make  with  reference  to  the  men  placed 
over  them. 


It  was  felt  that,  if  this  last  course  be  taken,  it  would 
ultimately  attain  all  the  results  of  an  investigation  but  with  this 
in  its  favor,  that  it  would  quickly  allay  this  excitement  and  dis¬ 
satisfaction  as  the  members  of  the  tribe  would  feel  that  their 
rights  were  being  safe-guarded  and  that  gradually  and  in  an  orderly 
manner  the  conditions  to  which  they  are  subject  would  be  righted. 

The  conclusion  was  also  reached  that,  unless  this  last 
course  was  adopted,  the  only  other  course  was  an  immediate  and 
thorough  investigation  of  tribal  affairs. 

Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  Who  are  the  "leaders  of  the  tribe?"  Give  me 

their  names. 


Mr.  Tyrrell:  A.  There  are  a  great  many  -  I  could  not  give  you 

all  the  names.  There  is  Lewis  LaFrambois,  Tom 
Prickett,  Adolph  Amour,  Tom  LaBell,  Joe  Longley, 
Joe  Wabenoz  Paul  Tebeau,  Sam  LaFrambois,  Frank 
Gauthier  ,/Mose  Tucker,  Simon  Beauprey,  George 
McCall^  Joe  Lawe,  Paywaukee,  Weekesit  and  many 
others  whom  I  have  not  space  to  mention  but  who 
enjoy  in  an  equal  measure  the  confidence  of  the 
tribe . 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Mr.  Tyrrell: 


Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  these  claims  that  the 
Indians  have  got:  do  they  want  to  collect  for 
what  was  lost  before  the  mill  was  started,  by 
the  wind  break  and  that  sort  of  thing? 

A.  We  have  put  that  put  very  fully  in  our  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Department.  That  is,  the  operations 
at  Neopit  have  entailed  a  loss  of  over  |l, 000, 000, 
including  the  loss  entailed  by  the  blow  down  and 
from  the  lumber  operations  since  the  building  of 
.the  mill. y 

And  then  there  is  a  bill  pending  before  the 
Department  for  the  enrollment  of  a  large  number 
of  half  bloods,  and  the  members  of  the  tribe 
desire  every  man  to  become  enrolled  who  can  show 
a  legitimate  right  to  be  there,  but  not  otherwise, 
and  they  wish  to  be  protected  against  those  who 
have  no  right. 

Then  there  is  the  claim  which  the  tribe  has 
against  the  government  and  the  Stockbridge  Indians 
-L-for  the  timber  cut  on  what  is  known  as  the  “Two 
Mile  Strip*'  as  well  as  many  claims  growing  out 
of  tribal  treaties. 


Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  What  do  you  think  about  the  recommendation 

1  am  going  to  make,  that  the  Indians  take  up 
farms?  Don’t  you  think  it  is  a  good  one? 

Mr.  Tyrrell:  A.  I  believe  that,  applying  to  a  large  number 

of  the  Indians  on  the  Reservation,  it  is  the 
ultimate  solution  of  their  social  welfare. ^<1 
am  also  convinced,  as  I  have  stated  before, 
that  I  do  not  consider  it  advisable  for  the 
Indians  to  undertake  farming  on  the  scale  contem¬ 
plated  by  you,  until  the  conditions  now  existing 
on  the  Reservation  .are  remedied  and  al3o  help 
^  extended  to  them._yl  firmly  believe  that  if  the 
existing  conditions  are  met  as  I  have  suggested, 
a  number  of  the  Indians  would  select  their  farms 
and  begin  next  springe  providing, of  course* that 
some  method  wa3  devised  by  which  they  could  get 
/  help. 


Mr.  Ayer:  Q.  Have  you  taken  this  up  with  the  Department? 

Mr.  Tyrrell:  A.  No.  That  would  really  be  a  matter  that  would 

be  outside  the  scope  of  our  employment,  although, 
v  it  could,  if  desired,  be  made  so,  that  is,  to 
■make  suggestions  etc.,  as  to  the  methods  by  which 
help  could  be  extended  to  those  farming. 

Mr,  Tyrrell:  If  you  feel  that  you  can  recommend  that  the 

tribe  be  allowed  to  employ  its  counsel  and  allow 
them  to  work  out  a  solution  with  the  Department 
of  the  conditions  existing,  which  would  relieve 
the  intense  feeling  among  the  tribe,  and  also 
recommend  that  the  Department  as  much  as  possible 
take  the  tribe  into  its  confidence  and  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  and  investigate  the  recommendations  which 
the  tribe  might  consider  proper  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Department,  with  reference  to 
its  employees,  I  feel  that  a  good  step  would  be 
taken. 


Mr,  Ayer:  Q,  Well  now,  the  matter  of  expense  is  a  very 

important  one.  Now,  what  would  the  expense  be? 

Mr.  Tyrrell:  A.  Our  contract  provides  for  $8,000  a  year  for 

Mr.  Ballinger  and  myself.  We  contemplate  a 
local  man  near  the  tribe  and  Mr.  Ballinger  in 
Washington  to  attend  to  matters  there,,4we  joint¬ 
ly  to  handle  the  litigation  of  the  tribe. 


Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 


Q.  Well  of  course  you  would  be  the  local  man? 

A.  Yes;  I  would  be  the  local  man.  I  feel  that, 
while  I  have  their  confidence,  I  have  no  "cinch" 
on  the  tribe.  They  are  at  liberty  to  hire  anyone 
they  please,  / 


Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr,  Tyrrell: 


Mr .  Ayer : 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 


Q.  When  I  was  at  Neopit  you  said  you  had  never 
received  one  cent  of  compensation, 

A.  Up  to  date  I  have  never  received  one  cent 
of  compensation.  About  three  and  a  half  weeks 
ago  I  received  $125.00  which  has  not  been  sufficient 
^to  meet  my  expenses  to  Wash ingtoiy and  since  that 
time,  ' 

Q.  That  came  from  the  tribe? 

A.  Yes.  At  the  present  time  I  am  guaranteeing  my 
expenses  myself,  and  if  they  are  not  paid  by  the 
tribe  I  have  to  foot  them  myself.  The  tribe  is 
under  no  legal  obligations  to  me  for  any  services 
I  have  rendered  them  to  date,  but  the  conditions 
there  have  been  and  axe  so  urgent  that  they  require 
immediate  attention  /so  much  so  that  I  could  not 
allow  the  lack  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  tribe 
to  keep  me  from  doing  what  I  could  to  see  that 


Mr,  Ayer: 

justice  is  done  them.  Mr.  Ayer,  I  don't  know 
whether  your  attention  was  called  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Pagan  Indians  or  not? 

A.  No,  I  didn't  have  the  time  to  look  into 
that . 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

A.  At  Mr.  Wyeskesit's  request  I  visited  several 
families  of  Pagan  Indians.  I  was  able  to  endure 
but  three  families:  their  condition  was  so  piti¬ 
ful  and  demanded  so  much  relief  that  I  simply 
turned  sick  and  I  could  not  continue  visiting 
the  remaining  families  there. 

Mr.  Ayer: 

Q.  You  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  given  you  at  the  plant  to  present  your 
case,  under  the  circumstances? 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

A.  No,  I  cannot  say  that,  from  the  fact  that  I 
could  have  kept  your  men  there  at  least  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

Q.  That  would  not  have  been  consistent. 

A.  But  when  you  consider  that  the  conditions  to 
which  we  called  attention  are  practically  the 
prevailing  conditions  over  the  entire  area  of 
operation,  you  can  see  that  we  could  cover  but 
^  a  smaiLL  fraction  in  the  few  hours  that  we  were 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

out.  /I  must  say  that  I  do  not  consider  that 
"every  opportunity"  was  given  me  to  present  our 
side  of  the  case.  Far  from  it,  Mr.  Ayer. 

Q,./  What  would  be  your  position  in  this  matter, 
if  I  may  ask? 

Mr.  Ayer: 

A.  I  would  not  recommend  any  attorney  or  attorneys, 
because  it  would  be. a  division  of  authority.  There 
would  be  two  different  interests  that  the  Indians 
could  go  to.  Every  time  an  Indian  was  discharged, 
or  anything  else,  he  would  come  to  his  attorney  and 
that  would  mean  a  report  to  Washington  and  the 
Superintendent  would  make  another,  and  it  seems 
that  in  any  business  the  more  divided  authority 
you  have  the  more  you  are  liable  to  fail. 

Now,  if  the  United  States  can  have  a  man  that 
is  taking  care  of  40,000,000  feet  of  lumber  a  year 
practically,  cutting,  sawing  and  selling,  and  then 
have  charge  of  1700  people,  sick,  lame  and  lazy, 
and  all  for  $3500,00;  and  I  certainly  would  not 
recommend  that  they  pay  lawyers  $8,000  a  year 
for  presenting  the  ordinary  business  of  the  tribe 
which  the  Government  is  under  obligations,  through 
their  Indian  Department  and  special  agents  to  at¬ 
tend  to  themselves.  I  would  not  recommend  anything 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

As  far  as  the  "division  of  authority"  is  con¬ 
cerned,  I  don't  believe  there  is  any  contract  that 
contemplates  anji  division  of  author ity/and  there 
certainly  would  not  bjs  any.  /V 

Mr.  Ayer:  Yet  you  say  that  you  would,  present  their 

grievances,  etc.  If  you  had  the  power  and 
right  to  go  in  on  the  reservation  and  listen 
to  the  complaints  who  had  a  grievance.  The 
Government  has  their  agent  there  for  that 
purpose  and  I  don't  believe  the  Government 
has  any  right  to  permit  the  Indians  to  spend 
any  money  for  attorneys.  If  there  are  indi¬ 
viduals  that  want  to  employ  attorneys  and 
they  have  money  to  pay  for  them,  all  well  and 
good. 


Mr.  Tyrrell: 
Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 


Now,  if  you  knew  the  number  of  cases  I 
have  had  to  attend  to  and  which  demand  atten¬ 
tion  — 

You  mean  in  this  tribe?  Then  in  that 
case  you  have  been  doing  part  of  the  duties  of 
the  Indian  Agent  of  course. 

No,  not  at  all.  These  are  matters  which 
the  Government  should  have  attended  to,  but 
which  the  Government  never  has  and  I  don't  be¬ 
lieve  the  Government  ever  will. 

Am  I  to  consider  then,  that  you  haven’t 
any  faith  in  the  Government  ever  settling  these 
cla  ims? 

I  have  absolute  faith  in  the  present  of¬ 
ficials  at  Washington,  connected  with  the  Indian 
Department.  But  I  don't  believe  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  Indian  Department,  through  its 
local  department,  to  obtain  for  the  Indians 
that  full  measure  of  justice  which  an  attorney, 
who  is  employed  for  the  tribe  and  paid  out  of 
tribal  funds  would  secure. 


Mr.  Tyrrell: 


Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 


In  connection  with  this  "blow  down"  in  the 
logging  district,  some  of  the  members  have  ap¬ 
proached  me  and  stated  that  they  felt  the  tribe 
would  desire  the  settlement  of  these  claims,  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  Gook,  upon  the  basis  of 
what  was  actually  due  they contractors  at  the  time 
of  the  closing  of  operations,  with  a  reasonable 
per  cent  interest,  providing  we  as  their  attorneys 
would  stand  between  them  and  the  suing  contractors. 
You  think  they  would  save  money  by  having  you 
do  that? 

Now  understand,  Mr,  Cook,  outside  of  his  own 
claim,  has  claims,  have  been  informed*.  aggregating 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $100,000  if  not  $130,000  -  I 
f\  don't  know.  I  believe  those  claims  could  be  settled 
for  an  amount  in  the  neighborhood  of  $25,000  to 
$30, 000, /or  in  other  words,  for  the  amounts  due  the 


contractors  at  the  time  of  the  closing  down 
of  operations  with  a  reasonable  per  cent 
interest.  Understand,  I  am  not  referring 
to  Mr.  Cook’s  personal  claim  in  this  connection 
k  or  at  any  time  with  reference  to  these  claims 
'but  simply  to  those  claims  which,  I  have  been 
informed,  Mr.  Cook  has  taken  to  collect  for 
certain  other  contractors,  including  a  number 
of  Indians. 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Mr,  Tyrrell: 


Mr.  Ayer: 


Mr,  Tyrrell: 


Mr .  Ayer: 


Mr,  Tyrrell: 


There  were  certain  deductions  made  by  Mr. 
Brannif  from  all  the  claims,  the  reasonable  cost 
for  running  the  logs,  as  they  never  were  run. 

Then,  in  addition  to  that  there  was  penalties 
for  cutting  green  timber,  etc.  which  he  docked 
them  for  too.  Now,  isn't  it  a  fact  that  the 
Government  has  considered  these  deductions  and 
if  anything  ever  is  paid  out  it  goes  to  a  few 
white  men.  How  do  you  save  money  for  the  tribe 
in  that  way? 

Mr.  Cook's  claims  call  for  not  only  the 
amount  actually  due,  including  those  deductions, 
but  also  claims  for  damages  for  breach  of  con¬ 
tract  etc.  which  bring  it  up  from  $25,000  to 
$<100,000  and  over.  Now  if  it  is  considered  that 
these  claims  are  proper  to  be  paid  it  means  that 
the  sum  of  $100,000  will  come  out  of  the  tribal 
funds.  Now  if  the  tribe  is  allowed  their  attgj>* 
neys  and  they  can  settle  for  $25,000  they  are 
saving  the  difference  between  $25,000  and  $100,000. 

I  see.  The  Government  claim  that  they  don't 
owe  anything.  Now,  these  men  who  have  $100,000 
damages  etc.  you  think  you  could  get  off? 

These  Indians  who  have  contracts  and  who  have 
certain  amounts  coming  on  those  contracts  and  which 
have  been  held  back  have  stated  to  me  that  they 
thought  the  tribe  would  be  willing  to  vote  for 
settlement  on  the  basis  of  what  they  claim  was 
actually  due,  with  a  reasonable  per  cent  of  inter¬ 
ests,  providing  we  represented  the  tribe  to  see 
that  these  conditions  were  brought  about  which  I 
have  just  outlined. 

Isn't  it  a  fact  that  the  Indian  Department 
and  the  Government  claim  that  they  don't  owe  these 
claims?  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  if  they  paid  any 
money  on  those  claims  of  any  name  or  nature  it 
would  only  go  to  the  few  loggers  who  have  those 
claims  and  would  come  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Menominee  Indians? 

The  position  I  take  is  that  the  Government 
will  have  to  pay  every  dollar  due  on  these  contracts 


Certainly  it  has  got  to  come  out  of  the  tribal 
funds,  but  they  would  be  willing  to  pay  this 
because  there  was  a  chance  that  they  would  have 
to  pay  more  if  they  went  to  law. 


Mr .  Ayer : 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 
Mr.  Ayer: 

Mr.  Tyrrell: 

Mr ,  A  y  er : 


Mr.  Tyrrell;  your  coming  here  to  discuss 
these  things  with  me  is  perfectly  proper. 

I  take  it  so. 

And  it  is  just  as  proper  for  me  to  disagree 
with  you. 

Absolutely.  -  -  Mr.  Ayer,  I  have  given  this 
matter  a  great  deal  of  time  and  attention,  through 
the  fact  that  I  feel  that  these  conditions  must 
be  done  away  with,  the  tribe  must  be  quieted  and 
as  many  as  can  must  be  taught  farming. 

Yes,  that  is  one  of  the  first  things  I  took 
up  with  them. 


-8- 


The  following  Resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  “by  the  Creek  Council  of  Indians,  consisting  of 
more  than  one  hundred  members,  at  their  recent  session 
held  at  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma: 


RESOLUTION. 


^Realizing  that  we  have  in  the  person  of  our 
present  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
one  of  America's  foremost  statesmen,  a  man  of  un¬ 
usual.  ability  and  of  untiring  energy  who  has  con¬ 
secrated  his  heart  and  dedicated  his  soul  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Indians  of  America,  and  real¬ 
izing  that  within  the  short  period  of  time  that  he 
has  served  as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  he 
has  done  more  to  bring  about  a  spirit  of  friendly 
cooperation  and  better  feeling  and  more  thorough 
understanding  between  the  Indians  and  remaining 
citizenship  of  Oklahoma  than  has  ever  before  ex¬ 
isted,  and  realizing  that  through  his  personal 
efforts  he  has  dene  so  much  to  inspire  the  Indians 
of  Oklahoma  to  attain  a  higher  standard  of  moral 
and  social  conditions,  safe-guarding  at  all  times, 

_ _ .as. -he  has,  our  property  rights  and  especially  the 

property  rights  and  moral  and  social  welfare  of  our 
minor  children; 

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  as  a  token 
of  our  appreciation  of  the  services  he  is  render¬ 
ing  us  and.  the  people  of  our  Tribe,  we  express  to 
him  the  gratitude  of  our  people  and  the  support  of 
the  people  of  our  Tribe  in  the  very  splendid  effort 
he  is  making  to  conserve  our  estates,  the  estates 
of  our  children  and  lift  to  a  higher  degree  of  citi¬ 
zenship  the  personnel  of  our  tribe. 
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The  Commissioner  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir: 


Jan.  3,  1914. 


I  air.  in  receipt  of  your  letter  od  hecenber  96th 
transmitting  copy  of  charges  against  me  filed  with  you  by 
one  D.  F.  Tyrrell,  an  attorney  of  Gillett,  Wis.,  who  is 
associated  with  one  Webster  Ballinger,  an  attorney  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Replying  to  your  letter  I  would  call  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  tha+  he  makes  said  charges  ’’for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Menominee  Tribe  of  Indians” 
and  signs  himself  as  ”represent ing  the  Menominee  Indians.” 
I  deny  his  authority  to  so  act,  I  having  no  knowledge  that 
he  has  received  authority  as  the  regulations  require  to 

tv  ~ld  -7  t-*  — 

be  employed  by  thern^  and  1  'also  know  that  the  tribe  has 
never  employed  him,  although  he  has  made  surreptitious 
trips  in  on  the  Reservation  for  that  purpose. 

Ke  is  associated  with  several  f act ionalists  of 
the  tribe  who  have  been  stirring  up  agitation  here  for  the 
year  past  and  for  which  he  and  Mr.  Ballinger  are  partly 
responsible  for,  through  their  efforts  to  manufacture  a 
favorable  sentiment  to  emplpytlhem  as  attorneys.  Further¬ 
more  the  charges  made  by  him  are  simply  a  reiteration  in  a 
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a  great  part  of  the  many  complaints  with  which  your  office 
has  been  deluged  during  the  year  oast,  all  of  which  have 
been  investigated  by  special  Inspectors  from  your  office 
and  they  are  in  particular  the  s  ane  I  judge  which  wore 
presented  to  you  and  in  particular  to  Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  in  person  by  the  said 

D.  F.  Tyrrell  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  here  in  early 
part  of  December.  This,  I  judge,  because  Mr.  Ayer  went  into* 
these  very  matters  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  here  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  his  report  is  now  in  your  hands. 

I  also  deny  that  either  he  or  those  associated  witt 
him  are  competent,  in  any  manner  to  pass  intelligent  criti¬ 
cism  or  possessed  of  the  practical  experience  either  in 
Indian  affairs  and  It*  administration  or  the  lumber  industry 
to  judge  or  tc  say  if  my  administration  is  competent  or  not. 

I  feel  also  that  from  th3  record  of  this  plant  and 
this  reservation  before  the  office,  which  covers  in  detail 
the  many  absurd  statements  contained  in  Mr.  Tyrrell's 
statement,  that  it  should  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  make 
any  answer  to  same  as  it  is  only  repit it ion  of  matter  on 
which  aotion  has  been  properly  taken.  However,  replying  to 
same  as  a  whole,  I  have  to  say  that  his  charges  embraced  in 
Paragraphs  1  to  13,  in  entirety  and  separately,  word,  lines 
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and  each  paragraph  are  an  absolute  tissue  of  falsehood 
and  not  only  display  entire  ignorance  on  subjects  spoken 
of  but  are  made  with  malice  af orethought .  He  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  securing  a  contract  to  represent  this  tribe  as 
attorney,  has  deliberately  misrepresented  many  things  to 
various  Indians,  has  visited  the  reservation  secretly  and 
has  been  a  party  to  an  attempt  to  create  dissension  here 
to  further  his  own  ends  and  of  those  associated  with  him, 
in  particular  those  part  blood  members  of  the  tribe  who 
live  without  visible  means  of  support  and  who  are  the 
chief  offenders  against  regulation  and  order  and  who 
hinder  in  the  main  the  advancement  of  the  real  Indian. 

As  Hr.  Tyrrell  presents  no  bill  of  particulars 
and  has  seen  fit  to  generalize  for  any  effect  that  might 
be  created  X  herewith  answer  separately  a3  per  paragraph 
numbers  in  the  same  manner  the  best  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  that  I  can. 

1.  I  herewith  deny  that  any  member  of  this  tribe 
was  ever  refused  employment  at  these  operations.  So 
much  is  tills  not  the  fact  that  when  Indians  apply 
for  work  special  effort  is  made  by  me  to  fit  them  in 
some  suitable  place.  Section  2  of  the  Act  of  March 
28,  1908,  has  not  been  violated  in  any  manner  and 
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furthermore  the  wage  paid  all  employees.  White  and 
Indian,  are  exactly  the  same,  capability  and  the  line 
of  work  being  considered  and  the  time  books  of  this 
operation  are  records  of  proof. 

Par.  2.  I  herewith  make  answer  that  this  charge  is  pre¬ 
posterous.  1  have  not  the  absolute  authority  to  remove 
any  person  from  the  Reserve,  that  I  do  know  persons 
have  come  here  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  on 
their  arrest  they  have  been  warned,  fined  or  punished 
in  some  manner.  That  I  have  dismissed  from  our  employ 
any  habitual  offender  of  this  kind  as  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  and  in  cases  when  offender  can  be,  have  had 
him  prosecuted  in  U.  S.  Courts,  whether  the  offender 
be  Indian  or  White.  When  ^r.  Tyrrell  makes  the  state¬ 
ment  that  I  never  reprimand  white  employees  who  offend 
on  this  line,  he  eimply  does  not  tell  the  truth. 

Par.  3.  I  herewith  make  answer  that  this  statement  is 
simply  another  case  of  ignorance  or  not  telling  the 
truth  on  his  part.  No  man  on  this  job  can  use  a  vile 
epithet  toward  another  and  it  como  to  my  knowledge  and 
not  be  brought  to  task. 

Par.  4.  I  herewith  make  answer  that  this  is  another  pre¬ 
posterous  statement  made  without  basis  of  fact.  There 
are  no  favored  positions  here.  It  is  a  matter  of 


Forestry. 

149108-1913 


C.I.A.-C. 


common  knowledge  that  every  Indian  employed  or 
seeking  employment  in  fitted  In  a  task  suitable  to 
hi 3  capacity.  We  have  Indian  and  White  employees 

scattered  throughout  the  mill,  yards  and  camps,  all 
performing  tasks  alike  according  to  capability.  We 
have  White  foreman  and  Indian  foreman,  White  engine e 
and  Indian  ‘engineer.  White  clerks  and  Indian  clerks. 
Difficult  and  unpleasant  duties;  there  in  nothing 
like  this  term  in  a  lumbering  operation.  It  Is  all 
work  and  all  alike  do  their  part  In  every  part  of 
the  operation  side  by  side. 

Par .  r  .  I  herewith  make  answer  that  itr.  Tyrrell  or  any 
one  else  do  not  knew  what  they  ire  talking  about  in 
statement  made  here.  1  not  only  familiar  but 
intimately  so  with  the  condition,  life,  homes,  etc., 
of  the  so  called  Pagan  Indian*,  obtained  by  personal 
acquaintance  with  them,  visits  to  their  settlements, 
attendance  at.  their  dances,  not  once  but  many  times. 
They  are  not  row  nor  have  they  ever  been  to  my 
knowledge  in  a  destitute  or  starving  condition.  The; 
are  a  pitiful  few  families,  that  live  according  to 
their  light  and  ’.want— awd  refuse  to  live  any  other 
way.  They  hunt  a  little,  fish  some,  trap  more  and 
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occasionally  sorlc  and  spend  the  great  part  of  their 
earnings  In  feasts  or  dances  or  ceremonies  of  similar 
nature  and  are  Inveterate  gamblers.  The  proposition 
was  mdde  to  them  to  remove  down  near  the  Agency  Unit* 
and  new  houses  would  be  built  for  them  but  it  was  de¬ 
clined.  They  prefer  to  leadL their  lohely  lives,  apart 
from  the  Christian  Indian  in  their  own  way.  They  are 
continually  roaming  here  and  there,  progress  but  slowly 
and  then  only  when  I  take  their*'  ybung  men  and  set  them 
at  work. 

When  Mr.  Tyrrell  states  what  he  does  he  simply 
frames  a  bunch  of  words  for  effect.  I  have  visited 
their  settlerrants  and  had  employees  investigate  their 
hemes,  health  conditions  and  with  offers  and  induce¬ 
ments  to  work.  This  is  record  with  living  witnesses. 

I  have  an  Indian  policeman  there  who  reports  at  least 
twice  a  month.  There  are  living  witnesses  khom  I  have 
accompanied  and  also  officials  of  the  service  who  have 
looked  them  over.  Not  a  settlement  on  this  reserve 
but  has  been  visited  by  me  many  times.  I  doubt  if 
there  is  road  or  trail  that  I  have  not  gone  over. 

Par.  6.  I  herewith  make  answer  that  here  again  *r.  Tyrrell 
exhibits  ignorance  of  conditions.  Such  a3  he  puts  it 
is  not  the  case.  Neopit  is  a  business  proposition  for 
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the  Indians .  Its  products  under  the  law  are  all 
salable.  Any  Indian  oan  get  wood  or  lumber  for  cash 
or  for  labor.  In  emergencies  we  donate  to  tide  over 
a  crisie.  If  he  wants  wood  he  gets  a  permit  to  cut 
&  or  10  cords  from  dead  and  down  slashings  ard  he  does. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  anything  being  discarded  as 
of  no  value.  We  may  not  find  a  demand  to-day  but 
will  some  day  later.  Even  our  waste  has  a  certain  .  " 

value  for  filling  in  purposes  in  making  yard  room. 

Mr.  Tyrrell  by  his  own  suggestion  would  have  the  Indian 
well  able  to  work  got  something  for  nothing  and  thus, 
breed  laziness  instead  of  industry. 

Par.  7 .  I  herewith  naira  answer  to  charge  contained  in 
this  paragraph  that  every  word  and  line  is  a  bare 
faced  falsehood.  The  circumstances  mentioned  therein 
never  happened  to  my  knowledge.  At  different  periods 
supplies  in  warehouse,  camp  or  farm  have  spoiled  aid 
been  condemned.  Ko  Indian  was  in  need  of  food.  If  he 
was  he  would  get  wholesome,  healthy  food  products  and 
not  rotten  stuff. 

Par.  8.  I  herewith  make  answer  that  the  substance  of  this 
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paragraph  is  absolutely  not  so.  To  my  knowledge  two 
or  three  items  were  sold  from  Warehouse  with  a  mistake 
made  in  selling  price.  On  or.o  item  the  error  was 
remedied  the  next  or  succeeding  day  and  the  other 
several  days  later.  Both  mistakes  were  me.de,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  by  the  Indian  as cist ant  at  the  Warehouse.  This 
matter  has  been  investigated  by  supervising  officer* of 
the  service,  is  an  old  complaint  and  the  facts  as 
stated  were  so  found  by  them. 

Par.  9,  I  herewith  make  answer  that  the  charge  as  put 

forth  in  this  paragraph  is  absolute  rot.  fco  intimi¬ 
dation  or  coercion  either  by  inference,  word  or  writ¬ 
ing  was  ever  attempted  or  made  by  me  at  any  t  irae 
against  any  member  of  tribe  on  their  communicating 
to  Washington  or  with  any  one  else.  My  file  is  filled 
with  correspondence  forwarded  through  the  office  of 
letters  sent  in  by  Indians.  At  my  office  daily  are 
statements  made,  what  this  Indian  or  that  Indian  has 
said  or  done  or  going  to  do.  They  are  looked  into  if 
a  reprimand  is  necessary,  It  is  given  and  our  relations 
remain  the  same,  pleasant  all  around  at  least  if  one  is 
to  judge  by  greetings. 

Ko  member  of  the  tribe  has  ever  lost  his  job,  been 
imprisoned  or  punished  in  any  manner  for  any  action  he 
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may  have  taker,  against  me  personally.  In  cases 
when  deserved  the  truth  liars  been  made  known  and  the 
ridicule  cast  on  the  offender  by  fellow  tribesman 
has  to  my  mind  been  sufficient  punishment. 

I  know  exactly  three  Indians  and  one  non?  Indian 
who.  have  been  misled  enough  by  Mr.  Tyrrell 's  rosy 
promises  to  contribute  to  his  pocket  book  and  in  no 
case  were  either  of  then  discharged •  Two  are  at 
present  and  have  been  camp  foreman,  one  is  In  a 
laboring  position  and  the  non  Indian  the  came.  This 
latter  person  i  think  if  would  be  good  policy  to  re¬ 
move  because  of  evident  intent  in  advancing  $200  to 
Mr.  Tyrrell  or  his  associate  to  cheat 0  an  obligation 
on  the  tribe  for  which  he  in  the  future  hopes  to 
realise  many  fold.  Mr.  Tyrrell's  statement  that 
threats  were  made  to  incarcerate  any  one  ir;  ^ail  i^_ 
they  attempt  to  communicate  with  the  dec ret  ary  of 
the  Interior  or  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
is  a  direct  falsehood. 

Par.  10.  I  herewith  make  answer  to  this  paragraph  that 
the  statement  contained  therein  is  so  Ridiculous  as 
not  to  be  worthy  of  thought.  Nothing  was  ever  told 
the  members  of  the  tribe  but  the  absolute  truth  eith- 
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or  privately  or  publicly.  I  have  told  them  the 
operation  was  a  success,  have  told  then  it  has  made 
money  and  exactly  how  much  since  I  came  here.  I 
have  quoted  them  the  figure*  from  the  books  of  this 
operation  and  read  copies  of  official  correspondence 
to  them,  showing  them  exactly  how  touch  money  on 
deposit  in  the  Treasury  and  the  increase  of  same. 

I  herewith  reiterate  this  statement  that  during  my 
administration  these  operations  have  been  conducted 
at  a  profit  and  that  it  compares  favorably  with  any 
in  the  state.  The  records  of  fact  in  this  are  in 
3hape  of  sworn  statements,  the  books  and  records  of 
this  operation  are  hore  to  be  verified.  This 
operation  has  been  inspected  officially  many  times 
by  officers  in  the  service,  their  reports  are  record¬ 
ed  to  be  examined.  In  turn,  I  herewith  charge  *r. 
Tyrrell  with  deliberate  misrepresentation  to  the 
Indian,  causing  dissension  in  the  tribe,  with  result¬ 
ant  loss  in  industrial  advancement  and  submit  hie  own 
statements  as  contained  in  Paragraphs  10  and  11  as 
evidence  to  back  up  what  he  has  said  to  certain 
members  of  this  tribe  and  also  to  other  witnesses  in 
public.  I  submit  the  books  of  this  office  and  the 
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statement  of  Treasury  on  the  Menominee  ±og,  Funds  shewing  funds 
on  hand  Oct .  1,  1910,  and  statement  of  funds  on  hand  Dec.  31, 

t 

1913,  or  June  30,  1913,  showing  increase  in  funds  with  state¬ 
ment  of  Resources  and  liabilities  as  rendered  on  date  of 
Sept.  30,  1913,  to  further  convict  the  author  of  this  statement 
of  deliberate  misrepresentation  and  false  statement. 

Par.  11.  I  herewith  make  answer  to  this  paragraph  that  the  state¬ 
ment  contained  therein  are  as  ridiculous' as  the  previous  ones 
made.  The  Act  of  ^arch  26,  1908,  provides  timber  to  be  cut  as 
forestry  services  shall  designate  which  ip  dons,.  The  soecies 
of  timber  on  this  reserve  show  many  species  more  valuable  than 
Hemlock  which  is  a  drug  on  the  market.  That  nohe  but  manure 
timber  is  cut  is  a  fact,  that  Hemlock  predominates  in  our  cut 
by  great  percentage  is  a  record  in  spite  of  fact  that  it  is  hard 
to  out  with  profit* 

The  estimated  etumpage  on  the  Reserve  Oct.  1,  1910,  was 
1,750,000,000,  consisting  of  in  species  in  order  of  value  and 
per  cent*  of  stand. 

Oak  .01$;  Pine  10$;  Jfcrway  .02$;  Basswood  15$;  Butternut 
.00625$;  Hickory  .000625$;  Rock  Elm  .06$;  Ash  *0075$  ;  Spruce 
•00375$;  Soft  Elm  .03$;  Birch  .05$;  Cedar  .01$;  Tamarack  .005^; 
Beech  .000625$;  Balsam  .0024$;  Maple  15$;  Hemlock  40'i.  There 
has  been  cut  since  I  took  charge  of  this  operation  Oct.  1,  1°10, 
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94,799,980  ft.  consisting  of  oak,  65,110  ft.,  pine,  85675530 
ft.,  Norway  2563282  ft.,  basswood  2496420  ft.,  hickory  370  ft., 
rock  elm  364690  ft.,  ash  158950  ft.,  soft  elm  557030  ft.,  birch 
5119230  ft.,  cedar  1761480  ft*,  tamarack  83760  ft.,  maple 
3963860  ft.  and  hemlock  51678000  ft.;  other  woods  61300  ft. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  cut  in  stumpage 
of  woods  value  at  $5.00  per  M  and  less,  approximately  64  million 
feet  of  the  lowest  valued  timber  against  30,800,342  Pine,  Norway, 
Basswood  and  Oak,  and  in  no  cases  was  our  cut  of  pine  each  year 
exceeding,  the  per  cent*  of  stand  as  shown  by  total^.  I  would  also 
call  attention  that  the  cutting  of  approximately' 24  million 
feet  Pine  and  Norway  in  1911  and  1912  was  due  to  the  fire  of 
1910  and  for  no  other  reason.  The  records  as  per  cost  state¬ 
ments  and  our  books  are  vouchers  for  this. 

That  Mr.  Tyrrell  is  not  a  competent  judge,  to  oomnent  on 
this  or  any  Other  plant  is  clearly  evinced  by  his  statement  in 
this  paragraph.  The  cut  is  not  and  has  not  been  confined  to 
the  choicest  standing  timber  and  even  if  it  was  the  emergency 
to  be  met  would  have  to  be  considered  with  the  possible  loss 
that  might  be  suffered.  Also  his  comparison  on  rrices  for 
waney  board  timber  and  lumber  show  entire  lack  of  all  knowledge 
of  lumber  values  which  is  very  easily  demonstrated.  Market 
lists  of  lumber  are  public  records.  Correspondence  a4tached 
to  office  letter  Field-Forestry  33132-1913  make  a  coraparieAn  on 
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the  item  in  question.  In  this  it  is  shown  that  the  ratios 
of  profit  to  the  tribe  in  favor  of  hewn  timber  is  that  of 
on  Pine  nearly  4  to  1  or  to  be  exact  $57.00  per  M  net  over 
stumpage  and  manufacture  for  hewn  pine  timber  against  fl4.17 
per  M  on  manufactured  lumbers  and  on  hewn  Rock  Elm  timber  the 
profit  per  M  is  immensely  greater,  namely,  57  cents  per  M  on 
Rock  Elm  lumber  and  $29.19  per  M  on  Rock  Elm  timbers. 

There  has  been  no  violation  of  Section  2  of  said  act  by  me 
regarding  contracts.  I  respectfully  refer  to  office  letter 
dated  March  21,  1913,  Field-Forestry  33132-1913,  J.P.K.  and 
correspondence  thereto  attached,  approving  the  sale  and  manu¬ 
facture  in  which  this  matter  was  thoroughly  entered  into  besides 
conference  with  Secretary  of  the  author  of  the  bill.  Men  are 
employed  and  paid  by  piece  work  to  make  lath  and  shingles. 
Section  2  of  said  act  certainly  conveys  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  the  authority  to  employ  labor  at  such  work  and  at 
such  compensation  as  shall  be  fixed  and  it  is  common  practice 
among  the  mills  of  the  country  to  perform  work  of  this  kind  in 
this  way.  I  deny  in  toto  the  latter  part  of  statement  in  this 

paragraph  referring  to  R.  R.  built  at  expense  to  tritoe,  waste 

c 

in  woods  or  anything  in  any  manner  that  can  be  conveyed  from 
the  words  as  put  in  Mr.  Tyrrell's  charge. 
par.  12.  I  herewith  make  answer  that  no  member  of  this  tribe  has 
ever  been  refused  information,  or  access  to  the  books  of  this 
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office.  So  far  is  this  from  the  fact  that  it  is  a  natter  of 
record  that  at  tribal  councils  I  have  invited  the  tribe  to  , 

inspect  our  records,  maintain  a  public  copy  in  this  office  open? 
to  their  inspection  and  also  one  at  Keshena,  which  can  be  seen 
by  then  at  any  time  and  at  no  time  has  any  demand  ever  been  made 
by  any  single  member  of  the  tribe  for  this.  I  herewith  say  that 
never  at  any  time  has  anything  ever  been  done  to  conceal,  hide, 
cover  up  any,  if  there  be  such  short  coming  or  act  of  negligence. 
There  is  no  careless  or  incompetent  administration.  I  invite 
always  attention  to  anything  in  shape  of  criticism.  I  am  frank 
to  say  that  I  have  benefited  hugely  by  same  when  given.  I  prefer 
hearty  commendation  of  the  foremost  lumbermen  of  this  country, 
experienced  ones  who  know  what  they  talk  about,  which  has  been 
given  me  on  many  occasions.  They  are  records  of  facts,  witness¬ 
es  that  can  be  called  on  to  the  idle  clatter  of  such  words  as  are 
put  together  by  Mr.  Tyrrell  and  his  associates. 

I  knew  absolutely  nothing  of  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
affairs  here  beyond  the  fact  that  inquiry  was  going  on  all  the 
time,  that  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  office  were  on  this  Plant 
and  ray  work  every  moment,  either  through  correspondence  or 
visiting  official,  information  was  sought  all  the  time  and 
certainly  no  Indian,  white  person  or  living  being  can  say  that 
they  were  asked  directly  or  indirectly  to  cover  up  or  conceal 
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or  do  a  single  thing  to  hide  anything  that  should  be  known. 

In  fact,  I  know  to  the  contrary  that  the  orders  are  to 
employees  to  place  themselves  at  the  free  disposal  of  inspect¬ 
ing  officials  with  books,  records,  information  on  anything  they 
raay  be  asked.  It  is  unequivocal  falsehood  to  say  any  one  was 
discharged  for  such  reason.  I  think  every  visiting  official 
who  ever  came  here  will  bear  out  these  facts. 

I  cannot  conceive  any  one  being  dense  enough  to  say  that 
this  is  the  first  time  mill  ever  received  any  cleaning  up.  Doe* 
he  not  know  that  Insurance  inspectors  inspect  here  monthly,  that 
supervising  officials  visit  here,  that  there  are  living  wit¬ 
nesses  in  shape  of  Foreman  and  employees  to  say  nothing  of  time 
book  records  showing  work  each  employee  perforins? 

Par.  13.  I  herewith  make  answer  to  chargee  in  this  paragraph,  a 

denial  in  toto.  I  am  not  unfair,  unjust,  arrogant,  offensive 
and  insolent.  I  fill  this  position  as  I  see  it,  a  teacher  to 
children,  an  executive  to  maintain  law  and  order,  discipline 
when  necessary,  teach  industry,  morality,  sobriety,  do  what  I 
can  to  improve  health  and  home  conditions  and  absolutely  deny 
and  can  prove  that  no  one  but  ever  received  the  fairest  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  limit  and  even  beyond.  The  only  ones  who  raay 
be  in  fear  of  having  to  leave  the  Reservation  are  the  ones  who 
are  associated  with  Mr.  Tyrrell,  who  fear  being  found  out  in 
their  lying  and  efforts  at  creating  unrest  and  dissension  and 
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and  who  fear  the  punishment  the  office  may  give  them  and  it 
would  be  only  meet  and  fair  so  to  do  for  they  suffer  the 
great  body  of  the  tribe  much  harm  and  loss  toward  industrial 
development  by  their  continued  agitation. 

As  to  the  unanimity  concerned  in  Indians  asking  my  re¬ 
moval,  I  do  know  this  that  the  few  associated  with  Mr.  Tyrrell 
are  so  to  a  degree.  Added  to  them  can  be  placed  the  offenders 
on  liquor  trespass  and  law  and  order  with  perhaps  a  few  who 
trail  along  with  the  crowd  who  make  the  most  noise,  thinking 
they  are  the  majority.  There  may  be  possibly  60  in  all  of 
these.  I  also  know  this,  that  not  concerned  in  this  so  calle'd 
request  for  my  removal  are  the  great  body  of  honest,  industri¬ 
ous,  law-abiding  Indians,  who  make  sincere  effort  for  advance¬ 
ment  of  themsleves  and  children.  I  also  know  that  of  those  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  possible  60  that  there  would  not  be  a  half  dozen 
left  only  they  are  misled  by  the  lying  propaganda  put  f*orth  by 
Mr.  Tyrrell’s  associates  to  the  effect  contained  in  his  state¬ 
ment  number  10,  together  with  the  added  one  that  failuer  of 
annuity  payment  is  due  to  waste  by  me  of  interest  money  from 
which  same  is  paid  and  a  vision  held  out  to  them  "St add  in 
behind  us  and  money  will  flow,  easy  times,  fine  jobs,  good  pay, 
easy  work." 

I  am  finished  beyond  saying  that  the  records  of  my  work  ar€ 
open  books  here.  I  invite  at  any  time,  any  moment,  investigafcit 


tion  of  my  conduct  of  affairs  by  you,  sir,  or  your  able  assistant 
or  any  other  fair  minded,  experienced  man  you  may  send.  In  this 
connection  I  have  lately  experienced  a  visit  from  one  of  the  Board 
of  Indian  Commissioners,  Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  a 
lumberman  of  many  years  with  plants  many  times  larger  than  this,  a 
knowledge  of  Indian  affairs  acquired  through  years  of  dealing  with 
Indians.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  Secretary,  as  expert  auditor, 
his  Superintendent  of  Logging  and  a  stenographer .  They  went  over 
this  plaht  from  top  to  bottom  and  into  the  Indian  question.  The 
best  inspection  in  the  Indian  office  has  been  here,  all  competent 
men  as  I  know  their  advice  and  Judgment  is  most  valuable. 

This  much  I  venture  to  suggest  for  the  good  of  the  Indian, 
it  is  time  something  definite  was  determined  of  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  these  charges  which  have  been  handed  in  to  the  office  by  some 
parties  for  the  year  past,  directly  and  through  every  available 
source  they  could  reach.  If  the  men  interested  are  permitted  to 
roam,  making  capital  by  misrepresentation,  it  would  be  hut  question 
of  time  when  these  aspiring  leaders  would  undo  all  the  good  ever 
done  on  this  Reserve. 

Very  respectfully. 


ASN/MEC 


Supe  rintendent . 


MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER  Y  MASS 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT.  BOSTON.  MASS. 

WILLIAM  H  KETCHAM.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 

FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D.  C.,  SECRETAI 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 

Chicago.  January  3,  191ft. 


Dear  Father  Schwarz: 

Your  letter  is  so  splendid  I  would  like 
to  use  that  portion  of  it  that  I  have  not  crossed  off. 
Can't  I  sa^that  I  met  a  gentleman  on  the  Reservation 
who  did  not  care  to  have  his  name  mentioned,  hut  who 
had  had  considerable  experience  with  the  Indians  and  had 
thought  of  the  subject  a  good  deal  and  expressed  the 
following  views.  Then  let  me  put  in  the  part  of  this 
letter  that  I  have  not  crossed  off.  I  think  it  would  be 
fine . 

Yours  very  truly. 

Father  Simon  Schwarz,  Indian  Commissioner. 

Keshena,  f Shawano  Co.) 

Wisconsin. 
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Jan.  3,  1914. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  ^r.  Ayer: 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  January  2nd  on  promises  of 
Attorney  Tyrell  to  the  Indians,  the  best  information  I  can  get  is, 
of  course,  talk  amongst  the  Indians  generally. 

They  have  told  the  Indians  that  there  is  all  kinds  of 
waste  here  and  to  effect  that  their  money  is  or  will  shortly  all 
be  used  up.  That  this  is  the  reason  why  their  interest  money  is 
not  being  paid  to  them  in  shape  of  annuities. 

They  claim  to  be  able  to  secure  reimbursement  to  the 
tribe  of  approximately  one-half  million  dollars  claimed  to  be  lost 
though  what  is  known  as  dead  and  down  operations. 

They  claim  to  be  able  to  secure  reimbursement  to  the 
tribe  for  timber  cut  by  Stockbridge  tribe  at  the  time  of  their 
temporary  occupation  of  the  Menominee  lands  pending  the  arrangements 
for  purchase  of  two  townships  from  the  ^enorainee  tribe. 

They  claim  to  be  able  to  secure  to  the  tribe  Sections  16 
and  the  swamp  lands  claimed  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  under  the 
enabling  act  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  matter  is  now  before 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  which  case  is  on  calendar,  I  believe,  for 
February,  the  Department  of  Justice  representing  the  Indian. 
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They  claim  to  he  able  to  secure  to  the  tribe  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  all  moneys  paid  out  for  Education  of  the  Indian  from  tribal 
funds,  whether  to  mission  schools  or  government,  claiming  same 
should  be  made  by  direct  appropriation  of  Congress. 


They  claim  to  be  able  to  secure  reimbursement  to  the  tribe 


of  certain  thousands  of  dollars  lost  in  operations  during  the  three 
years  past.  What  this  is  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  of  personal  knowledge 
to  me  that  in  1911,  1912  and  1913  the  operation  yielded  a  profit  to 
the  tribe. 


They  also  claimed  to  be  able  to  secure  to  the  individual 


Indians  who  were  concerned  in  logging  contracts  all  money  deducted  by 

the  government  for  waste  and. compliance  with  terms  of  the  contract. 

A 

Also  payment  of  what  is  known  as  the  Traders  claims  bills  but  do  not 
tell  the  tribe  that  if  this  should  be  done  that  payment  will  come  out 
of  the  Tribal  funds. 


They  also  claim  to  be  able  to  secure  to  the  tribe  all 


annuities  due  them  past  and  future.  In  fact,  they  claim  to  be  a/cure- 
all  for  anything,  everything  of  any  nature.  It  is  represented  to 
certain  Indians  that  they  will  protect  them  from  the  summary  methods 
exercised  by  the  Superintendent,  particularly  relating  to  liquor 
tF@§pass  cases  and  in  fact  have  taken  steps  attempting  to  secure  release 
of  Indians,  habitual  boot  leggers,  who  were  arrested  on  indictment  by 
U.  S.  Grand  Jury.  This  is  matter  of  record  in  this  office  and  that  of 


.  6-U144 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 
NEOPIT,  WIS. 

E.  E.  A. -3. 

the  U.  S.  Attorney. 

Their  appeal  has  been  suoh  as  to  whet*the  appetite  of  the  very 
worst  elements  of  the  Indian.  For  instance,  to  the  so  called  Pagan 
Indian,  a  vast  sum  of  money  is  to  be  restored  him,  annuities  are  to  come 
along  whenever  he  needs  it.  This,  of  course,  to  him  brings  rosy  visions 
of  not  being  compelled  to  seek  a  living  by  work,  and  a  dream  of  easy 
life  and  dances.  It  also  affects  the  other  Indians  somewhat  inclined 
to  be  lazy  or  not  work  by  furnishing  them  with  prospects  of  easy  money 
to  aid  in  living.  It  has  a  certain  appeal  also  to  the  idle  and  worth¬ 
less  Indian,  who  makes  a  practice  of  subsisting  on  his  more  industrious 
brother,  knowing  full  well  that  there  will  be  a  full  larder  in  which  he 
can  participate  either  in  meals  or  appeal  for  a  loan  to  tide  himself 
over  an  emergency. 

The  effect  of  the  whole  is  a  far  reaching  one.  It  is  about  as 
follows:-  The  Indian  has  been  started  on  the  road  of  industrial  self- 
development.  He  is  fairly  self  supporting.  Suddenly  his  attention  is 
drawn  to  this  fact.  Why  you  have  plenty  money.  It's  a  crime  it’s  with¬ 
held  from  you.  We’ll  get  it  for  you.  You  will  not  have  to  work  so  hard. 
You  can  take  things  easier.  The  Indian  thinking  slowly  comes  to  the 
same  conclusion.  The  microbes  in  his  blood  from  long  ago  ancestors 
assert  themselves.  To  him  his  wants  are  simple,-  a  little. tea,  pork, 
salt,  some  flour,  etc.,  and  once  more  he  can  see  visions  of  idle 
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contentedness.  Did  he  know  the  value  of  a  dollar,  know  the  necessity  of 
being  a  producer  of  something  to  take  the  place  of  what  he  spent,  such 
preaching  might  not  work  much  harm.  It  has  been  my  experience  that 
money  placed  in  the  Indian’s  hands  for  which  he  has  not  labored  is  a 
curse.  This,  of  course,  excepts  the  aged,  the  helpless  and  orphan  and 
certain  Indians  materially  advanced* 


Repsectfully , 
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WASHINGTON 


January  6,  1914 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

T  am  enclosing  herewith  a  suggestive 
outline  of  the  program  for  the  meeting  on  the 
night  of  Fetruarv  5th  and  T  should  like  to  have, 
immediately,  ycur  suggestions  as  tc  any  desir¬ 
able  changes  in  the  subjects  or  arrangement  of 
the  addresses. 


Pincerelv  yrurs 


Honorable  Edward  E.  Ayer 


Pailway  Exchange  Puilfing 


Chicago,  T11 


FHA -JO 


illustrated  addresses 

ON  THE 

NAVAHO,  PAPAGO,  PUEBLO  A  MENOMINEE  INDIANS, 
COVERING  RECFNT  INVESTIGATIONS  BY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  illustrations  will  consist  of  beautifully  col¬ 
ored  lantern  slides  and  motion  pictures  taken  by  the  recent 
Wannamaker  Expedition  of  Citizenship  to  the  various  Indian 
tribes  of  the  United  States,  which  will  be  shown  on  this  oc¬ 
casion  for  the  first  time,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Rodman 
Wanamaker.  The  illustrations  will  be  described  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Kossuth  Dixon,  leader  of  the  Wanamaker  Expedition. 


PROGRAM. 

NAVAHO  AND  PA PAGO  INDIANS: 

Their  character,  industries 

and  needs, . ....Hon.  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  of  Boston 

(Illustrations  showing  types, 
mode  of  life,  schools  and 
other  civilizing  agencies). 

MENOMINEE  INDIANS,  and  their 
interesting  experiment  in 

lumber  manufacturing, . Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer,  of  Chicago 

(Illustrations  showing  types, 
mode  of  life  and  motion 
pictures  showing  details 
of  logging  and  operating 
the  Government’s  only 
large  Indian  saw  mill). 

PUEBLO  INDIANS: 

Their  ancient  ceremonies 

and  their  present  needs, ...... .Hon.  William  H.  Eetcham,  of 

(Illustrations  showing  the  Washington,  D.  C. 

interesting  architecture 
of  this  remarkable  peo¬ 
ple;  their  industries, 
their  homes  and  their 
sohools) . 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Aye! 


Dear  Sir:- 


One  op*fny  friends  told  me,  a  shoi'lktime  ago,  that 
he  asked  Thoraas  Pria)fott  how  Tyrrell  was  getting  albng  at  'Washington 
and  that  Prickett  raid  him  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  stood  very  high  above 
all  others  in  Washington,  D.  C.  \ 

yesterday  I  had  a  talk  with  anothe/r  member 
of  the  tribe  who  slfonds  close  to  Prickett.  I  asked  him  what  promises 
Tyrrell  was  naking  rathe  Indians  as  to  what  he  coul^T  do  for  them,  and 
he  told  me  that  Tyrrell  was  trying  to  get  annuiti^r  for  the  Monomineos 
and  that  he  was  also  encfomLorine  to  have  an  imteiftigation  made  of  Noopit 
affairs.  That  last  Friday  or  Saturday  Louis  LaFrombois  received  a 


letter  from  Mr.  Tyyf^F>T!tttt'if!y,rlliuLt1  Dm  Assistant— dssioner  was 
favoring  him.  That  the  Commissioner 


at  Presdnt  and  that  when  he  returned 
matters,  that  he  was  coming  here  to 


of  Indian  Affairs 
he  was  going  to  t 
take  an  invest igat 


was  out  west 
ake  up  Menominee 
ion. 


That  it  made  no  diff  srence  what  Mr.  Ayjer  or  anybody  else 
reported,  that  the  Commissioner  of  iVdiah  Affairs  was /going  to  make  the 
investigation  in  person  and  that  he  v\s  going  to  the/)ottom  of  the  whole 
business . 


Yours  truly, 

Mitcheil  Osl 


(signed) 


Oshkenaniew. 
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IHDIAI  BUREAU  MAY  BE  SETEfiKD. 


Separation  from  Deja  rtraont  of  Interior 
Ib  Being  discussed* 


Senator  Robinson  Believes  Hie  Plan  Would  Check 
Abuses  from  which  Bed  Men  Suffer* 


Complete  reorgan isat ion  of  Indian  affaire,  with  the  eerctration 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  may  bo 
cetfebllshed  during  the  present  Congress,  as  a  result  of  the  fail¬ 
ure  to  check  the  many  abuses  under  whi ch  the  Indiana  arc  suffering* 
Senator  Robinson, of  Arkansas , al ready  has  filed  a  bill  to  divorce 
the  Indians  from  the  Into  lor  Department  and  to  create  toot  practi¬ 
cally  will  be  a  department  of  Indian  affaire,  During  the  period  when 
the  donate  is  waiting  for  the  House  t>  dispose  of  the  Appropria¬ 
tion  bills  he  hopes  to  press  hie  bill  to  x&ssago  through  th©  Senate, 
With  the  organisation  of  the  Indicia  Service  into  a  separate  depart¬ 
ment,  it  is  hoped  to  make  it  more  responsive  and  sore  responsible 
to  the  general  public* 

Mz°*i 

There  appear  to  be  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  the  Robinson 
plan,  She  Indians  an n  property  worth  $1,000,000,000,  including 
2,000,000  acres  of  oil-producing  lands, great  timber  and  coal  areas, 
and  cattle  worth  upwards  of  $85,000,000*  It  is  urged  that  the 
Interior  Department  is  waterlogged  with  its  many  branches  of  the 
public  service,  and  that  the  Indians  will  have  a  better  ohanec  f<r 
justice  and  fair  treatment  under  a  department  devoted  solely  to 
the  administration  of  their  affairs, 

The  reorganised  civil  commission  on  Indian  affairs  will  meet  in 
Washington  the  first  week  of  February  and  take  up  a  number  of 
important  matters  relating  to  Indian  administration.  The  0 omis¬ 
sion  will  check  up  on  the  abases  dis&oood  by  the  recent  Congreseion* 
al  investigations, and  it  is  expected  to  go  into  the  question  of  why 
the  conditions  disclosed  in  the  whit e  Barth  and  other  r ©serrations 
have  not  been  remedied* 

Act  Without  Bay. 

This  aomrlssion  in  a  civil  Indian  body, acting  without  pay  in  an 
advisory  capacity  to  the  President  and  the  Interior  Department* 

In  the  past  It  has  appeared  to  have  been  unable  to  cope  success¬ 
fully  with  the  condition  under  to  ioh  land  sharks  sad  other  looters 
of  the  Indians  have  flourished,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  ir occult 


Cossaineton  Will  act  with  visor  encash  to  ronody  *»£»  of  the  abuse©# 
r:  the  aew  jaeesbers  of  the  Ctostaleeloa  is  Isidore  Do  c!^ ell  or  t 
of  C&lj&rnia.Mio  t?ae  on  the  h'ersocratio  ticket  for  lieutenant 
Governor  of  hie  Gtate  when  Georetsry  of  the  Interior  Lane  was  candi¬ 
date  for  Governor*  Godrr/oiler  ic  a  non  of  warm  synp&thi m # &M  i® 
expected  to  take  a  keen  In  ter  out  .la  aiding  the  Indians?*  He  1©  a 
3awyer  of  note# 


5 


education- 
employe* •. 
153669-1913 
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JAN  -8  1914 

Hon.  George  Vaux,  Jr., 

1606  Morris  Building, 

1431  Chestnut  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


Sirs 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  December  16,  with  which  you  transmit  certain 
suggested  changes  in  the  specifications  for  the  purchase  of 
clothing  for  the  Indian  Reservations. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Commissioner  in  the  field 
on  official  business,  y  take  pleasure  in  advieing  you  that 
the  matter  will  have  careful  consideration  before  the  next 
proposal  blanks  are  printed. 


Very  respectfully. 


l-AAC-7, 


(Carbons  to  F.H. Abbot,  Secretary, 
Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 

~T 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 


Mr,  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  your  letters  and  contents  noted. 
Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  who  Mr.  Webster 
Ballinger  wrote  the  letter  to,  mentioned  in  yours 
of  January  7th? 


Yours  very  truly 


Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 


Mr.  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  your  letters  and  contents  noted. 
Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  who  Mr.  Webster 
Ballinger  wrote  the  letter  to,  mentioned  in  yours 
of  January  7th? 


Yours  very  truly, 


RAILWAY  EXCHANGE  BUILDING 
CHICAGO. 

JOHN  B.  LORD, PRESIDENT  S  MANAGER. 
EDWARD  E.  AYER,  VICE  PRESIDENT. 
PHILIP  R.  SMITH,  SECRETARY  S  TREASURER. 


Ayer  &  Lord  Tie  Co. 


Chicago.  January  13,  1914 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  statements  made  in 


my  report  dated  December  30th,  1913,  to  Honorable 
Edward  E.  Ayer,  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
regarding  conditions  on  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation 
are  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 


belief, 


State  of  Illinois) 

(ss. 

County  of  Cook  ) 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  roe,  a  Rotary 
Public,  this  13th  day  of 


6-1144 


K^lciv 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

NEOPIT,  WIS. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 
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My  dear  Mr.  Sells: 

I  have  your  very  cordial 
lettor  of  January  19th,  and  thank  you  most 
sincerely.  Any  little  courtesy  that  I 
have  loon  able  to  extend  to  your  son  has 
given  me  quito  as  much  pleasure  as  it  has 
him,  because  I  immediately  recognized  him 
as  a  serious-minded  good  boy  and  was 
delighted  to  know  him. 

With  kindest  regards  to 
yourself  and  family,  I  remain, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 


January  23,  1914. 

To 

Honorable  Cato  Colls, 
Com'r,  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Chicago.  January  19,  1914 


Mr.  L.  P.  Holland, 
o/o  Ayer  &  Lord  Tie  Co., 
Paducah,  Kentucky. 

Dear  Holland: 


I  wrote  you  about  January  9th,  asking 
for  an  affidavit  in  regard  to  your  work  on  the 
Menominee  Reservation.  Hot  hearing  from  you  T 
conclude  the  letter  must  have  been  lost. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Chicago.  January  26,  1914 


Mr.  L.  P.  Holland, 

o/o  A yer  &  Lord  Tie  Company, 

Paducah,  Kentucky* 

Dear  Mr.  Holland: 

I  wrote  you  about  January  9th  and 
again  on  January  19th,  asking  for  an  affidavit  on  your 
report  on  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation.  I  have 
affidavits  from  Mr.  Smith,  Nicholson,  Kinney,  Brigham 
and  Crowell,  and  would  like  yours.  My  letters  must 
have  miscarried,  as  I  haven't  heard  from  you  on  the 
proposition.  Wish  you  would  send  it  immediately,  as 
I  have  got  to  go  to  Washington  the  last  of  the  week. 

Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson,  Supt., 

Menominee  Indian  Mills, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

How  many  feet  of  pine  and  how  many 
of  elm  have  been  sold  to  Kemnitz,  or  anybody  else, 
in  hewd  logs  since  you  have  been  there? 

Yours  very  truly, 


Dear  Sir: 


I  have  your  hook,  "The  Battle 

of  Gettysburg. " 


I  an  very  much  astonished  to 
find  that  you  have  not  seen  one  of  the 
Wisconsin  Historiaal  publications,  the  "Battle 
of  Gettysburg,"  by  Lieutenant  Haskell  of  the 
Iron  Brigade,  who  was  on  Gibbons'  staff,  was 
mentioned  in  dispatches  by  several  Generals 
during  the  battle,  was  promoted  to  First 
Lieutenant  and  to  full  Colonel  for  his  bravery 
and  work  at  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  and  was 
subsequently  killed  at  Gold  Harbor. 

I  have  several  copies  and  It  would 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  present  you  with  one 
if  you  would  like  it.  President  Hliot  of  Harvard 
College  pronounces  it  the  best  description  of 
a  battle  or  modern  or  ancient  tine.  It  was 
written  within  ten  days  after  the  battle  and 
forwarded  bp  the  author's  brother  in  Wisconsin 
without  any  thought  of  publication. 

Very  truly  yours, 


January  23,  1914. 

To 

Mr.  Jesse  Brown  Young, 

Author  of  "The  Battle  of  Gettysburg" 
care  of  Harper  Brothers, 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 


STUMPAGE  RATES. 


Rate  of  stumpage 
as  recommended  by 

Percent.  Feot  Indian  Office, 

Specie  of  Stand  Of  Stand  Letter  of  2-5-12.  Amount 


White  Pine 

.10 

175,000,000 

11.00 

1,925,000,00 

Norway  Pine 

.02 

35,000,000 

6.80 

238,000.00 

Hemlock 

.40 

700,000,000 

1.50 

1,050,000.00 

Maple 

.15 

262,500,000 

1.75 

459,375.00 

Birch 

.05 

87,500,000 

4.00 

340.000.00 

3asswood 

.15 

262,500,000 

6.25 

1,640,000.00 

Rock  Elm 

.06 

105,000,000 

5.00 

525,000.00 

Soft  Elm 

.03 

52,500,000 

4.20 

220,500.00 

Oak 

.01 

17,500,000 

11.50 

201,250.00 

Cedar 

,01 

17,500,000 

3.00 

52,500.00 

Ash 

.0075 

13,125,000 

5.00 

65,625.00 

Balsam 

.0025 

4.375,000 

2.20 

6,625.00 

Spruce 

.00375 

6,562,500 

4.65 

30,515.62 

Tamarack 

.0050 

8,750,000 

2.40 

20,900,00 

Beech 

.000625 

1,093,750 

2.40 

2,625.00 

Butternut ) 
Hickory  ) 

.000625 

1,093,750 

5.15 

5.15 

5,632.28 

T. 

1,750,000,000 

"37B9 

Avge- 6,^87, 172.90 

NOTE: 

The  above  stumpage  prices  have  been  recommended  by  Indian  Office 
(Lotter  of  Feb.  5,  1912-  1.0.  File  102661-1911.)  The  perdentage  of  stand 
has  been  fixed  arbitrarily  by  Neopit  Office,  based  on  opinions  of  the 
different  logging  superintendents.  Timber  has  never  been  cruised  and 
estimated.  Above  rates  of  stumpage  are  to  be  used  by  the  Menominee 
Indian  Mills  in  wiping  out  the  stumpage  account,  charging  cost  of  logs 
with  same  as  they  are  cut.  To  the  above  rates  will  be  added  one  cent 
fl$0  per  thousand  feet  to  wipe  out  cost  of  50^  of  burning  brush  and  entire 
cost  of  fighting  forest  fires,  which  have  been  charged  to  the  stumpage 
account;  this  expense  being  incurred  for  the  protection  of  tho  standing 
timber . 


GEORGE  VAUX.  JR  .  PHILADELPHIA.  PA..  CHAIR* 
MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 
WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 

WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS. 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT,  BOSTON.  MASS. 


EDWARD  E.  AYER.  CHICAGO.  ILL. 

WILLIAM  H.  KETCHAM,  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

FREDERICK  H,  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D.  C..  SZCf 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


January  8,  1914 


Tsar  Commissioner  Ayer: 

T  am  sending  herewith  a  small  supply  of  let¬ 
ter  heads  just  printed,  containing  the  names  of  the 
full  membership  of  the  Foard.  May  T  suggest  that 
you  use  these  letter  heads  for  all  outside  corre¬ 
spondence  and  those  formerly  sent  you  for  your  cor¬ 
respondence  with  your  Secretary. 


Sincerely  yours 


Secretary 


Honorable  Fdward  F.  Ayer 


Chicago 


Ill 


FI’ A -JO- 


5-1144 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

neopit.  wis.  Jan.  9th,  1914. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 


To  whom  it  may  concern 

I,  A. S. Nicholson,  hereby  certify  on  honor  that 
the  information  given  and  report  made  by  me  to  Hon. Edward 
E.Ayer,  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  regarding 
conditions  on  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation  are  true 
and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  Figures 
of  record  copies  of  certified  records  of  the  Neopit 

operations  and  other  information  is  obtained  from  sources 
which  are  creditable  and  upon  personal  invest igat ion  by 
myself  and  reputable  employees  here. 


Declared  to  before  me  this 
9th  day  of  January  1914. 


Notary  PubT'^c 7 


ft'.ij  Commission  expires  June  20,  id! a 


RTATmm  0£  LOUIS  KESHEHA. 


My  undar standing  it  that  Tyrrell  and  the  other  attorney  art  to 
try  to  got  tho  nblown  down"  claiae  paid,  but  If  thoy  do  it  looms  to 
at  thoy  will  hart  to  bo  paid  by  tho  tribo.  ^any  aefcbers  think  thooo 
tlaiao  aro  to  bo  paid  by  tho  goreraaent,  but  T  do  not  wait  anything 
to  do  with  lawyort  in  this.  Thoy  aro  tho  cause  of  all  tho  trouble  in 
tho  past  about  thio  blown  down  butinoto. 

I  hoar  that  toao  aoabort  of  tho  tribo  hare  boon  loaning  aonoy 
to  pay  to  Tjrroll,  and  thoy  oay  tho  tribo  io  to  pay  thio  back,  but 
I  do  not  too  how  tho  tribo  can  bo  hold  for  thio  aonoy  unless  tone 
council  agrees  to  it.  I  hoar  aeas  parties  hare  taken  aonoy  be¬ 
longing  to  tho  church  societies,  tho  Belief  c«rp»,  and  so  on,  and 
have  leaned  it  for  the  lawyers,  and  thoy  toll  ao  thoy  hare  no 
security  for  it,  ao  they  must  have  to  make  it  good  theacelrec. 

I  hear  aueh  talk  about  the  feopit  aill  loeing  aoney  and  think 
the  tribal  aeaberc  bailor#  thie  boeauee  wo  do  not  reeoiro  annu- 
itio#  any  aoro.  I  did  not  talk  to  ?yrroU  ayoolf,  but  j  hoar 
thoso  things  from  other  aeabere  who  aro  working  for  hia,to  get 

a  oontraot*  *  understand  that  Tyrpe}!  is  to  secure  annuity 

payment  for  tho  Monoainoeo.  ~)? 

Stateaeat  made  in  presence  of  « 

Asst.  Clerk. 


. A5«t*  S*?t. 


G IORG  E  VAUX.  JR  .  PHILADELPHIA.  PA..  CHAIRf, 
WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


January  9,  1914. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

There  is  enclosed  herewith  for  your 
files  a  series  of  public  documents  containing 
statistical  data  and  other  informal!  on  on  Ind¬ 
ian  affairs  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1913,  reported  hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  various 
Acts  of  Congress.  These  documents  you  will  find 
worthy  of  careful  study  and  suggestive  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  definite  administrative  and  legislative 
needs.  You  may  care  to  note  some  questions  in 
connection  with  these  documents  to  bring  before 
the  Board  for  discussion  at  its  next  meeting  on 
February  four,  five  and  six. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Hail way  Exchange  Bldg., 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Duplicate  letters  to  other 
mwmbers  of  the  Board. 
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STATEMENT  0 £  LOUIS  SK3USICKS. 

I  do  not  know  myself;  j  bare  not  attendee  any  of  the  aeetinga, 
but  thie  1»  what  X  hear  the  tribe  say:  it  la  jurt  like  throwing 
cur  money  in  the  river  -  building  new  bama  wad  houaea  at  xeehena 
and  Heopit,  tutting  timbwr,  building  new  roadn,  and  ao  on*  Lota 
of  people  are  dissatisfied.  $he  mill  la  not  making  anything* 

No  money  eoaing  in,  all  going  out*  I  do  not  know  what  the 
lawyer  promised  to  do,  but  he  was  to  help  the  tribe  ao  there 


Aasiatant  Superintendent 


January  1C,  1914 


iyar  Commissioner  Ayer: 

Complying  with  your  reqiBst,  in 
your  letter  of  January  eight,  I  called  on 
Ifr.  Ixeritt,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  left  with  him  the  copy 
of  Mitchell  Oshkenaniw's  letter.  llr.Meritt 
denied  that  he  was  favoring  Hr .Tyrrell  and 
said  that  he  thought  very  highly  of  you  per¬ 
sonally  and  would  do  nothing  in  any  way  to 
interfere  with  your  investigation.  I  also 
showed  your  letter  and  enclosure  to  Mr.  H. A. Meyer, 
Private  Secretary  to  Secretary  lane,  who  assured 
me  that  he  Secretary  has  great  respect  for  you 
personally  and  officially  and  that  he  would  await 
with  interest  your  report. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


Secretary. 


MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 

WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS. 

FRANK  KNOX.  MANCHESTER.  N  H. 

WILLIAM  H  KETCHAM.  WASHINGTON.  D  C. 

DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 

FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D  C..  SECRETA! 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR^F 

BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


Chicago.  January  8,  1914. 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott: 

I  got  the  inclosed  letter  today  from  Mr. 
Mitchell  Oshkenaniew,  who  was  one  of  the  head  men  in 
fomenting  the  trouble  up  there,  but  has  had  a  row  since 
with  Tyrrell  and  isn’t  friendly  to  his  schemes.  You 
can  see  how  the  correspondence  is  going  on  between 
Tyrrell  in  Washington  and  the  disaffected  Indians. 

It  seems  incredible  to  me  that  Mr.  Sells' 
Assistant  Commissioner  should,  under  any  circumstances, 
express  himself  to  this  man  on  this  subject  while  the 
matter  was  under  investigation,  and  I  don't  believe  he 
has.  I  wish  you  would  see  him  and  show  him  what  Tyrrell 
told  LaFrombois  in  his  letter  to  him. 


Of  course  it  is  a  hopeless  job  to  do 
this  work  if  the  Department  itself  is  taking  any  such 
grounds,  until  my  investigation  is  completed,  and  I 
don't  believe  they  have.  I  inclose  you  a  second  copy 
of  this  letter  that  you  may  give  to  the  Assistant 
Indian  Commissioner. 


Yours  most  respectfully 

Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott, 

Secty. ,  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
Bureau  of  Mines, 

Washington,  D.  C.  ^ 


Weopit,  Wise.  January  7,  1914 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 


Dear  Sir: 


One  of  my  friends  told  me,  a  short  time 
ago,  that  he  asked  Thomas  Prickett  how  Tyrrell  was 
getting  along  at  Washington  and  that  Priokett  told 
him  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  stood  very  high  above  all  others 
in  Washington,  D.  C. 

And  yesterday  I  had  a  talk  with  another 
member  of  the  tribe  who  stands  close  to  Prickett. 

I  asked  him  what  promises  Tyrrell  was  making  to  the 
Indians  as  to  what  he  could  do  for  them,  and  he  told 
me  that  Tyrrell  was  trying  to  get  annuities  for  the 
Menominees  tod  that  he  was  also  endeavoring  to  have  an 
investigation  made  of  Weopit  affairs.  That  last 
Friday  or  Saturday  Louis  LaFrombois  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Tyrrell  stating  that  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
was  favoring  him.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  out  west  at  Present  and  that  when  he 
returned  he  was  going  to  take  up  Menominee  matters,  that 
he  was  coming  here  to  make  an  investigation. 

That  it  made  no  difference  what  Mr.  Ayer 
or  anybody  else  reported,  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  going  to  make  toe  investigation  in  person 
and  that  he  was  going  to  the  bottom  of  the  whole  business. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

neopit,  wis.  Jan.  10th,  1914. 

Hon.JSdward  3.  Ayer, 

Ohio ago,  ILL. 

Sir;- 


WHITE  PINE 
NORWAY  PINE 
BASSWOOD 
ROCK  ELM 
SOFT  ELM 
BIRCH 
MAPLE 
HEMLOCK 
OAK 

SHINGLES 

LATH 


In  my  effords  to  furnish  you  the  informations  and  my  opinions 
conoerning  Mr.D.F. Tyrrell  of  Gillette, Wis .  an  Attorney  at  Law,  who 
profess  to  be  representing  the  Menominee  Tribe, s  interest,  will  be 
similar  to  that  of  any  other  full  blood  and  original  member  of  the 
Menominee  Tribe,  because  the  various  statements  herein  contained 
are  obtained  through  rumors  or  gossips  only,  that  are  being  circu¬ 
lated  among  the  Indians  by  Mr.  Tyrrell, s  associates,  and  not  by 
records  of  the  Menominee  Tribal  Council  as  is  the  cos  tom. 

Mr. Tyrrell, s  solicitation  among  the  Indians  as  their  counselor  is 
being  entertained  entirely  by  the  descendants  of  the  mixed  bloods 
who  withdrew  from  the  Menominee  Tribe  under  the  Treaty  of  1849. 
and  who  through  the  3ympthy  of  the  generous  Menominee  Tribe  have 
just  recently  bean  adopted  into  the  Tribe,  as  well  as  the  half- 
breeds  of  the  wandering  bands  who  deserted  the  Menominee  Tribe  , 
in  time  of  need,  about  the  year  of  1855. and  v/ho  likewise  have  been  . 
reenstated  into  the  Tribe  only  a  short  peroid  of  time,  and  who  are 
employing  every  means  to  conceal  from  the  fullblood  and  original 
members  of  the  Tribe, the  inside  facts  of  their  real  purpose,  and 
which  I  will  endever  to  explain  later. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  in  is  talks  to  few  of  the  Indians 
in  is  several  mass  meetings  with  them  while  he  was  on  the  Reservation 
is  that  the  Government  is  not  conducting  our  Tribal  affairs  properly 


unde  the  present  adminis teration,  and  that  he  would  show  the  Tribe 
that  their  money  is  being  was  ted, both  at  Keshena  and  Neopit,  Wis 
and  that  he  could  prevent  all  this  waste  by  representing  the  Tribes 
interest  himself  and  then  cause  a  thorough  Congressional  investi¬ 
gation  which  would  then  result  in  the  removal  of  the  present  Offi¬ 
cials  and  then  he  could  chose  who  he  please  from  his  party  and  assign 
them  to  the  vacant  Offices* 

These  actions  of  his  of  course  is  only  keeping  the  Indians  in  a  state 
of  continious  uproar  and  that  means  no  benifit  to  the  Indians, 

That  is  what  I  think  about  it. 

We  understand  that  the  contractors  from  whom  the  Government  deducted 
certain  moneys  on  "Blown  Down"  should  have  their  claims  paid. 

The  White  Contractor  seems  to  be  more  anxious  to  have  this  claim 
paid  than  the  Indian  Contractor  is. 

The  Tribe  does  not  see  no  good  reasons  why  these  claims  should  be 
paid  for  the  following  reasons:-  ^ 

The  majority  of  the  Contractors  were  White-men  such  as  Wallie  Cook 
of  Oconto ,  V/is .better  known  as  the  Lumber  crook,  August  Anderson  of 
Shawano, Wis.  whom  the  Government  is  now  prosecuting  for  defrauding 
the  Government  on  Reservation  Timber  and  Land, who  did  undertake  to 
defraud  the  Government  in  the  scaling  of  the  blown  down  timber  they 
did  cut  and  hauled  to  landings.  Mr.  Tyrrell  who  has  been  telling 
the  Indians  for  over  a  year  about  the  wasting  of  timber  on  this 
Reservation  is  the  Attorney  for  these  Contractors  who  did  cut  and 
left  logs  on  skids  that  was  never  hauled  to  the  Mills  or  Landings 
which  can  be  found  all  over  the  Blown  Do]*rn  District  at  any  time 
now  deteriorating,  Mr.  Tyrrell  does  not  think  it  is  a  waste, 

If  this  is  not  a  waste;  I  do  not  know  what  a  waste  is. 


(3) 


The  reason  why  I  have  said  that  the  majority  of  the  Contractors 
were  whitemen  is,  that  the  white-men  done  the  logging  under  an 
Indian  Name,  and  indeed  very  little  if  any  at  all,  did  the  Indian 
benifit  out  of  the  profits.  The  Indian  paid  very  few  visits  to  his 
Logging  Camps,  In  some  cases  I  understand  the  Indians  had  never  seen 
their  Logging  Camps. 

Mr. Tyrrell  is  prosecuting  the  Menominee  Tribe  to  recover  the  claims 
of  individual  Menominee  Indians  who  were  in  partner-ship  with  these 
white-men  in  cutting  this  blown  down  timber  and  who  did  try  to  defraud 
the  Government  on  the  scale,  and  in  many  other  ways  did  not  live  up 
to  their  Contracts.  I  do  not  see  the  Tribe, s  benifits  in  this,  since 
I  understand  the  money  that  Mr.  Tyrrell  demands  is  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  Tribal  Funds,  I  do  not  know  from  any  other  source. 

Mr.  Tyrrell  and  his  associates  are  inspiring  in  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  that  one  million  four  hundred  and  fourty-eight  thousand 
dollars  of  the  Menominee  Indian  money  has  been  wasted  in  the  log¬ 
ging  and  Milling  operations  under  the  act  of  March  28th,  1908, 

(35  Stat.L.51)  by  the  present  administeration. 

According  to  my  observations  and  as  far  as  my  knowledge  is  concern 
in  the  records  of  the  Neopit  Office  outside  of  the  Blown  Down  Timber 
Question  I  can  not  see  any  waste  that  would  amount  to  those  figures. 
Mr.  Tyrrell  claims  to  be  able  to  secure  a  payment  to  the  Menominee 
Tribe  on  certain  claims  known  as  the  two  mile  strip  claim. 

Soon  after  the  ratification  of  the  Munsee-Stockbridge  Treaty  of  1856, 
A  mutual  agreement  was  made  by  these  two  Tribes  with  the  Menominee 

Tribe  in  which  it  was  .agreed  to  exchange  land  as  follows ;- 

agree 

The  Mans e  e - S  t  o  c  kbr i dg  e  Tribes^ to  give  to  the  Menominee  Tribe  a  two 
mile  strip  of  land  located  on  the  north  side  of  T  23  N.  R  13  S. 
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And  T  28  N.  R  14  e.  for  a  two  mil®  strip  of  land  located  on  the 
west  side  T  28  N.  R  15  E.  on  the  Menominee  Reservation, 
iVhile  occupying  this  land  the  Munsee-Stockbridge  Tribes  cut  and  sold 
the  merchantable  Pine  Timber  off  from  it. 

N3/ 

In  the  meantime  by  act  of  Congress  FeB.  6,  1871. /( 16  Stat.404)  sold 
the  following  Munsee-Stockbridge  land  T  88  N.  R  13  E.  and  the  north 
half  of  T  28  N.  R  14  E.  This  included  the  two  mile  strip  given  to  the 
Menominee  Tribe  under  the  mutual  agreement,  without  their  knowledge 
and  consent,  and  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  the  sale  the 
Menominee  Tribe  demanded  the  forfeiture  of  the  two  mile  strip  on 
T  28  N.  R  15  E.  and  vacate  as  well. 

after  many  years  had  elapsed  the  Business  Committe  of  the  Menominee 
Tribe  demanded  an  indemnity  from  the  Munsee-Stockbredge  Tribes  for 
all  the  Timber  they  had  cut  and  sold  from  these  lands, 
about  the  year  of  1901  a  meeting  was  held  at  keshena,  Wis.  between 
the  Munsee-Stockbridge  Tribes  Committe  and  the  Menominee  Business 
Committe  to  adjust  this  claim. 

Each  Committe  was  then  represented  by  one  of  its  members  while  the 
Government  was  represented  by  the  Logging  Superintendent  of  Keshena 
ffis.  to  go  over  the  country  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  timber  cut 
and  sold  by  the  Munsee-Stockbridge  Tribes. 

In  their  report  they  claim  that  thaytfound  absolutely  impossible 
to  ascertain  by  whom,  where  and  the  amount  of  timber  that  was  cut 
on  those  lands,  for  the  reason  that  the  Menominee  Indians  have  beem 
cutting  some  timber  from  the  same  lands  since  the  Munsee-Stockbridge 
Tribes  vacated  it,  and  that  the  stumps  were  so  decayed  and  defaced 
by  forest  Fires  that  nothing  was  accomplished. 

And  the  land  and  money  that  had  been  held  in  trust  for  the  Munsee 
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Stocfcbridge  Tribes  by  the  Government  had.  all  been  distributed  among 
them,  and  the  Commit tes  were  unable  to  adjust  the  matter. 

Therefore  I  see  no  way  by  which  a  Lawyer  or  anybody  else  can  solve 
this  question. 

Mr  Tyrrell  claims  to  be  able  to  restore  to  the  Menominee  Tribe  their 
title  to  Section  (16)  and  Swamp  lands  now  claimed  by  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  and  which  question  is  now  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  ,/•  fullblood  Menominee  Indians  doubt  very  much  in 
Mr.  Tyrrell, s  ability,  and  we  object  to  his  doing  anything  in  the 
case,  for  we  know  no  other  that  is  more  able  to  restore  our  title 
to  us  then  the  United  States  Government , and  which  means  no  expense 
to  the  Tribe. 

Mr.  Tyrrell  claims  to  be  able  to  secure  annuity  Payments  for  the 
Menominee  Tribe,  We  believe  this  is  abaolutely  unnecessary  to  go 
through  to  the  expense  in  employing  an  Attorney  for  this  purpose 
only,  and  at  the  end  have  his  fees  deducted  from  each  one  of  our 
shares,  when  it  can  be  secured  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Reser¬ 
vation  as  it  has  always  been  done  in  the  past. 

The  inside  facts  of  Mr.  Tyrrell, s  real  purpose  is  this; 

Paying  Positions,  Land,  Money,  Timber  and  other  properties  of  the 
Reservation  that  are  of  any  value  has  been  the  spoils  for  the 
unscrupulous  political  Grafter  in  the  past. 

Once  more  as  he  gazed  upon  the  tempting  magnificent  belt  of  Timber 
on  our  Reservation,  the  nuraercyfull  rich  Lumberman  who  have  reaped 
his  rich  harvest  from  it  for  thirty-two  years  is  not  by  any  means 
discouraged  by  the  determining  effords  of  the  Government  in  lending 
a  protecting  hand  to  its  wards  against  the  Grafters  who  are  now 
rapidly  losing  their  grasps  with  much  regret. 
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The  methods  under  which  the  Government  is  handling  Indian  axiairs 
now  are  poison  to  the  Grafter,  and  they  are  now  using  different 
tactics  to  over  come  it. 

First  a  meeting  is  necessary,  to  organize  properly  , 

Members  of  organization;  (  The  Merchant,  Lumberman,  Land  speculator, 
Banker  and  the  Lawyer) then  their  course  is  outlined  as  follows:- 
An  Officer  must  be  detailed  to  the  National  Capital(  Mr.  Bellenger) 
'Vhos  duties  it  shall  be  to  brin^  to  bear  all  his  influence  over 
every  Departments  of  the  Government  that  has  jurisdiction  over 
Indian  affairs  and  over  all  members  of  Congress  until  their  aim 
is  accomplished. 

Second  Officer,  the  most  important , who s  qualifications  must  be  of 
the  ruthless  type;  (  D.F. Tyrrell) 

Who  is  to  be  detailed  to  the  Reservation,  and  his  duties  are  to 
approach  the  lazy,  shiftless  and  low  bred  half-breeds  who  are  as 
a  general  rule  easy  victims  to  a  small  bribes,  and  who  are  to  be 
the  Tools.  (  Tom  Prickette  and  others  ) 

Whos  duties  are  to  be, to  penetrate  into  the  Indian  Country  and 
destroy  the  Tribe, s  protecting  power,  then  preach  misrepresentations 
concerning  the  management  of  their  affairs  by  the  Government t  and 
create  dissatisfactions  among  them,  induce  them  to  terminate  their 
relation  with  the  Government  as  wards, and  divide  the  Reservation 
resources. 

If  this  is  done, then  Mr.  Tyrrell, s  real  purpose  is  accomplished, 

The  Indian  then  is  once  omore  an  easy  picking  for  Grafter. 

Will  be  pleased  to  furnish  any  informations  to  you  at  any  time 
that  will  mean  the  betterment  to  my  people. 


STATEMENT  0£  PETER  TOMAN, 


I  havs  nsver  talked  tp  Mr.  Tyrrsll  personally.  but  tho  mtm- 
bsrs  toil  ms  that  ho  hao  invsstigatsd  and  finds  that  lots  of  monsy 
has  boon  wasted  on  this  ressrvation,  suoh  as  buying  automobiles, 
and  erecting  fire  towers,  and  he  has  premlssd  to  recover  all  of 
this  money  for  the  tribe %  j  know  that  the  agent  navar  asked  tho 
tribe  if  they  wanted  these  automobiles  bought  or  these  towers 
built.  I  know  that  the  jfeopit  mill  is  losing  money  because  we 
have  not  rooeived  any  money  this  year  in  annuities*  If  we  were 
getting  our  annuities  I  would  know  that  the  mill  was  making  money, 
for  when  we  used  to  log  ourselves  and  made  money  and  put  it  in 
the  bank  a*  always  reselved  annuities.  I  am  sure  there  is  timber 
being  waited  as  yr.  Tyrrell  says  for  I  have  seen  logs  out  last 
winter  whieh  have  not  yot  boen  takon  to  tho  mill*  Thoeo  who  talked 
for  Mr,  Tyrrell  preniood  that  ho  would  got  ue  our  annuities  and 
got  bask  all, of  our  wasted  aonoy.  I  am  president  of  tho  Tosher- 
ante  Society  of  West  Branch  and  loaned  $20*00  belonging  to  tho 
sooioty  to  Mltehell  Komanekin,  to  bo  used  to  pay  Tyrrell,  but 
tho  tribe  is  to  pay  it  baok.  j  do  not  have  any  papers  to  show 
that  tho  aonoy  io  to  bo  paid  baok,  but  am  sure  they  will  do  it* 



Re¬ 


statement  made  in  presence  of  - 


Assistant  Supsrlntsndsnt . 
Ksshsna,  Wis.,  January  12,  1914.  \/ 


Chicago.  January  10,  1914, 

Mr.  Louis  Hemnitz, 

Greenb&y,  Wiso. 

Dear  Mr.  Hermits  *. 

It  looks  as  though  I  were  to  moot  with 
considerable  oppofrition  at  Washington  in  regard  to  my 
investigation  at  ITeopit,  and  in  order  to  strengthen 
my  position  you  can  oblige  me  very  much  by  making  an 
affidavit  to  the  effect  that  the  testimony  inclosed 
is  the  truth,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief. 

I  am  asking  my  Mr.  Holland  and  Hr.  Smith  to  do  this, 
and  Mr.  Brigham,  Mr.  Crowell  and  Mr.  Hioholeon. 

Yours  very  truly, 


J.  P  Kinney,  Supervisor  of  Forests  in  the 


United  States  Indian  Service,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says,  that  under  dates  of  December  5,  1913,  December 
10,  1913,  and  December  16,  1913,  he  addressed  letters 
to  Mr.  E.  E.  Ayer,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  regarding  conditions 
at  the  lleopit  lumbering  operation  on  the  Menominee  Indian 
Reservation,  Wisconsin,  and  he  further  says  that  each 
and  every  statement  of  fact  in  the  said  letters  was  the 
truth  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief  and  that 
each  of  the  expressions  of  opinion  therein  stated  repre¬ 
sented  his  honest  and  true  conviction. 


District  of  Columbia) 

)  ss . 

City  of  Washington  ) 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  this  thirteenth  day  of  January,  1914. 


MY  COMMISSION  EXPIRES  AUG.  9,  1915 


Chicago,  January  12,  1914. 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott:  — 

Per  your  reruest,  I  herewith  return 
copy  of  your  letter  to  Hon.  Franklin  X.  Lane 
in  regard  to  proposed  amendments  to  the 
estimates  for  expenses  of  the  Indian  Service 
for  1915. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Mr.  F.  H.  Abbott, ir 

Sec’y  -  Board  pf  Indian  Commissioners, 


Washington,  D.C 


REFER  IN  REPLY  TO  THE  FOLLOWING: 


5-1100 


ADDRESS  ONLY  THE 
COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 


WASHINGTON 


January  13,  1914. 


My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  January  8,  1914,  requesting 
that  I  submit  an  affidavit  as  to  the  truth  of  the  statements 
made  in  my  letters  of  December  5,  1913,  December  10,  1913 
and  December  16,  1913  to  you  regarding  the  lleopit  operation. 
I  inclose  an  affidavit  to  that  effect. 

In  all  of  these  letters  to  you  I  attempted  to 
state  everything  as  carefully  and  accurately  as  possible. 
Hone  of  these  reports  should  be  taken  as  an  indication 
that  I  saw  nothing  unfavorable  or  favorable  to  Mr.  ITichol- 
sonrs  administration  except  such  as  was  contained  in  the 
reports.  TChat  I  did  in  these  letters  was  to  report  faith¬ 
fully  the  facts  as  to  those  things  which  the  Indians  said 
Mr.  fyrrel  pointed  out  to  me  and  to  express  my  opinion  as 
to  the  conclusions  tfhich  they  appeared  to  draw  from  some  of 
the  things  which  they  offered  to  show. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Hon.  Edw.  E.  Ayer, 

1515  Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 


duplicate 


STATEMENT  OP  iOE  O'KATCHICOll. 


Question.  -  What  do  you  understand  Jyrrell  promises  to  do 

for  the  Menominee  Indiana? 

Answer .  -  I  understand  the  Indians  hire  the  lawyer  to  get 
their  annuities  for  them* 

^cation.  -  Do  you  understand  th®  ^eopit  operations  aro 
losing  money? 

Answer.  -  I  hear  the  Indians  talking  about  the  nillo  not 

making  any  money;  and  that  cur  money  in  the  Treasury  is  going 
out  -  none  eoning  in* 

Question.  -  Do  you  understand  that  .pyrrell  Investigated 

sortitions  around  the  mill? 

Answer*  -  I  hoar  other  people  say  that  the  lawyer  went 
through  the  cutting  around  Heopit* 

Question.  -  Do  yon  yourself  think  that  the  Heopit  Oper¬ 
ations  are  losing  money  now? 

Answer.  -  I  know  they  are.  The  veep it  mill  haa  been 
losing  our  money  ever  since  it  started.  I  know  this  be- 

cause  we  do  not  get  our  annuities  new  like  we  used  te. 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  questions  were  aeaed  by 
my self  and  answered  in  the  Manner  indiaatod  by  Joe  O'Katehiewn, 
an  enrolled  Menominee  Indian,  the  questions  and  answers  being 
interpreted  by  John  ?.  Wake eh on,  assistant  clerk,  Keshena, 
who  also  certifies  the  tame  to  be  oorreot* 


Keshena,  Wisconsin 
January  13,  1914. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS- 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT.  BOSTON.  MASS. 


DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 
FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D.C..  ! 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


January  14,  1914. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

February  four,  five  and  sis  have  oeen  fixed 
•bv  the  Chairman  as  the  dates  of  the  2 next  refriiBr  meeting 
of  the  Board.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  every  memba 
may  find  it  possible  to  be  present.  In  addition  to  the 
work  past,  present  and  future,  reports  of  f£eld  ^es¬ 
timations  will  be  made  by  Commissioners  Lliot  and  Ketcham 
on  Uavaho  Papago,  Pueblo,  and  I.Iescalero  Apache  Indian  . 
matters  and  Commissioner  Ayer  on  conditions  of  one  ^nominee 
Indians. 

Senator  Joe  Robinson,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mission  for  the  investigation  of  Indian  ; affairs  has  ex¬ 
tended  a  most  cordial  invitation  to  members  of 
to  meet,  some  time  during  its  session  nere,  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Joint  Commission,  for  the  discussion  of  im¬ 
plant  questions  and  policies  relating  to  Indian  adminis¬ 
tration,  and  especially  to  discuss  the  results  of  the 
Board’s  field  invest igations  and  any  recommendations  ■  10 
may  make  'with  respect  to  the  matters  of  irrigation  n 
Indian  reservations  and  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  the  lie al th  of  Indians. 

The  members  of  the  Board  are  also  asked  to  be  the 
p-uests  of  the  Washington  Society  of  Engine  ers  at  the 
Auditorium  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  on  the  night 
of  I’ehruarv  five,  at  which  time  Commissioners  Lliot,  ^ 

Ayer  and  Ketcham  will  deliver  addresses  covering  their 
recent  field  investigations  and  Dec  torJoseph.-K.Ilixon, 
leader  ol  the  recent  Wanamaker  Expedition  01  Citizenship, 
to  m^y  Of  the  Indian  trihes.will  show,  for  the  first  time 
and  describe  pictures  including  some  motion  pictures  taken 
by  him  on  the  reservations  discussed  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Washington  Society  of  Engi- 
neers,  asks  that  you  send  to  m  the  names  of  aiy  of  your 
friends  living  in  Washington  or  vfco  may  be  \isiting  nere 
at  that  time  whom  you  should  like  to  have  present  m  order 
that  invitations  may  be  sent  to  them. 

Sincerely  yours, 

*  Secretary. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Chicago,  Ill. 


WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS. 


SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT.  BOSTON.  MASS. 
FRANK  KNOX.  MANCHESTER.  N  H. 


DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 
FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT.  WASHINGTON.  D.  C..  SECF 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


January  14,  1914, 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  Senator 
Robinson,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Commission, whom 
I  saw  yesterday,  expressed  the  keenest  and  most 
genuine  interest  in  the  results  of  your  report 
concerning  Menominee  and  asked  that  you  give  his 
Commission  the  benefit  of  your  investigation  and 
recommendations, and  also  that  the  entire  membership 
of  the  Board  meet  with  him  and  his  associates  for 
a  thorough  discussion  of  any  reports  or  recommen¬ 
dations  which  our  Board  might  have  to  make.  The 
cordial  and  broadminded  interest,  which  is  being 
taken  by  the  large  men  like  Sec retaay Lane  and  a 
large  number  of  Senators  and  Congressmen  guarantee 
the  most  careful  and  respectful  consideration  of 
your  report,  a  kind  of  consideration,  in  fact, 
which  will  sweep  before  it  the  petty  attempts  of 
petty  men  to  advance  their  own  selfish  interests 
by  trying  to  discredit  in  advance  the  results  of 
your  investigation.  Indeed  conditions  upon  the 
whole  look  most  favorable. 


Sincerely  yours 


Secretary. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  Bldg. 
Chicago,  Ill. 


FHA/RB. 


ICHOLSON 

NTENDENT 


H.  P.  MARBLE 
ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENT 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 


KESHENA  SCHOOL 


KESHENA,  WIS. 


January  14,  1914. 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railw*-" 


Dear  jjr.  Ayer: 


Pursuant  to  a  request  from  ^r.  |iicholson,  I  have 


interviewed  a  number  of  Menominees,  selected  at  random  as 
they  came  into  the  agency  office,  and  have  secured  a  state¬ 
ment  from  as  many  as  would  give  it  freely  and  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  matter  of  employing  an  attorney  for  the 
tribe.  Their  understanding  of  the  matter  is,  as  indicated, 
usually  obtained  from  the  general  discussion  among  members 
of  the  tribe,  and  few  speak  from  actual  information  gleaned 
from  Tyrrell  himself. 


prom  what  I  can  ascertain  in  these  examinations. 


nine-tenths  of  the  discontent  is  occasioned  by  the  non-re¬ 
ceipt  of  annuity  payments,  which  has  been  seized  upon  by  agi¬ 
tators  as  a  bisis  for  the  claim  that  their  funds  are  wasted. 

I  shall  be  able  to  send  a  few  more  statements  to¬ 
morrow,  as  they  have  yet  to  be  signed. 

Very  sincerely. 


hpm/h 


Assistant  superintendent 


Ends 


Chicago.  January  15,  1914 


Dear  Senator  LaFollotte: 

Mr.  Abbott  will  deliver  to  you, 
with  ny  compliant 3,  a  copy  of  ray  report  on  the 
affaire  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation. 

It  ie  possible  that  I  may  have 
something  additional  to  submit,  and  if  so  I 
will  bring  it  to  the  meeting  the  1st  of  February! 

Yours  very  truly, 


To 

Senator  Robert  K.  LaFollotte, 
Washington,  D2  C. 


Chicago.  January  15,  1914 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott*:;^ 

I  am  forwarding  you  by  express 
five  copies  of  ray  report  on  the  affairs  on  the 
Menorainoo  Indian  Roservation.  One  copy  is  for 
Mr.  Lane,  one  for  Mr.  Sells,  one  for  t2io  'Board  of 
Indian  Commissi oners,  one  for  Chairman  Robinson 
and  one  for  Senator  LaFollotte.  7/ill  you  kindly 
see  that  each  of  these  gentlemen  receive  a  copy 
of  the  report,  with  ray  compliments ,  and  retain 
one  for  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners? 

As  you  open  the  flap  on  the  boxes 
containing  the  reports  you  will  find  the  name  of 
the  party- for  whom  the  particular  report  is  intended. 
The  original  typewritten  oopy  is  for  Mr.  Lane. 

I  have  written  each  of  the  above 
named  gentlemen  that  I  was  sending  all  the  reports 
to  you  and  that  they  would  be  handed  to  then  by  you. 
It  is  possible  that  I  raay  have  something  additional 
to  submit,  and  if  so  I  will  bring  it  to  the  meeting 
the  1st  of  February. 


Yours  very  truly, 


To 

Mr.  F.  E.  Abbott,  Booty., 
Board  of  Indian  Com’rs, 
Bureau  of  Hines  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Chicago.  January  15,  1914. 


My  dear  Mr.  Miller: 

I  have  forwarded  "by  express  to 
Mr.  Abbott,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissi oners,  five  copies  of  my  report  on  the 
Menominee  Indian  Keservation;  one  for  the  Commission, 
one  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  one  for 
Commissioner  Sells,  one  for  Senator  LaFollette, 
and  one  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Indian  Investigating 
Committee. 

Yours  very  truly, 


To 

Mr.  Adolph  Miller, 

Asst,  to  Secretary  Lane, 
Washington, D.  0. 


Chicago.  January  15,  1914 


Dear  Mr.  Sells s 

Mr.  Abbott  will  deliver  to  you, 
with  ay  compliments,  a  copy  of  my  report  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation. 

It  is  possiblo  that  I  may  have 
something  additional  to  submit,  and  if  so  I  will 
bring  it  to  the  meeting  the  1st  of  February. 

Yours  very  truly, 


To 

Honorablo  Cato  Sells, 
Com'r  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Dear  Mr.  Sells: 


Inclosed  please  find 
two  tickets  for  the  'Thomas  Orchostra 
Saturday  night.  The  other  four 
seats  will  he  occupied  by  Doctor 
Johnson  and  his  wife,  ray  daughter; 
and  Hr.  Carlton  and  his  wife,  librarian 
of  the  Hewberry  Library. 

Hoping  you  will  enjoy 
the  nusic,  as  I  know  you  will,  I 
remain. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Jan.  15,  1914. 

To 

Mr.  D.  D.  Sells. 


Chicago.  January  15th,  1914. 

Dear  Mr.  Kinney: 

I  have  yours  of  January  13th  and  the 
accompanying  affidavit,  for  which  I  thank  you.  There 
has  been  so  much  going  on  in  Washington  that  I  thought 
it  would  he  better  to  have  statements  of  yourself,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Nicholson  and  others  sworn  to. 
Your  letters  certainly  covered  the  whole  ground  and 
were  without  attempt  to  shield  anybody,  and  wore 
carefully  made  up.  Of  course,  as  you  very  well  know, 
I  knew  nobody  there  and  my  effort  has  been  to  get  at 
the  exact  facts,  and  your  reports  wore  as  near  this 
as  could  be.  I  thank  you  very  kindly. 

I  shall  be  in  Washington  about  February 
2d,  and  shall  be  more  than  glad  to  see  you. 

Yours  very  truly. 

To 

Mr.  J.  P.  Kinney, 

Supervisor  of  Forests, 

Dept,  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Chicago*  January  15,  1914. 

Dear  Hr.  Robinson: 

Hr.  Abbott  will  deliver  to  you, 
with  ny  compliments,  a  copy  of  my  report  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation. 

It  is  possible  that  I  may  have 
something  additional  to  submit,  and  if  so  I  will 
bring  it  to  the  meeting  the  1st  of  ?ebruary. 

Yours  very  truly. 

To  Chairman  Robinson, 

Senate  Investigating  Comrnitteo  , 

Washington,  I).  0. 


January  17th, 1914. 


W 


Dear  Mr,  Kinney: — 

Yours  of  January  16th  received 
and  contents  noted. 

Of  course  should  the  contingency 
of  my  being  interviewed  arise,  I  will 
follow  carefully  the  course  indicated 
by  you. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that 
during  my  short  acquaintance  with  you 
I  formed  a  fine  opinion  of  your 
character  and  ability,  and  so  stated 
in  my  report, 

I  am  vGry  sorry  you  have  any 
trouble  of  this  kind,  and  sincerely 
hope  it  will  come  to  nothing. 


Washington, 


Yours 
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Executive  Council 

Sherman  Coolidge, 

President. 
Faribault,  Minn. 
Wm.  J.  Kershaw, 

First  Vice-President 
Chas.  E.  Dagenett, 

Vice-Pres.  on  Membership 
Mrs.  Emma  D.  Goclette, 
Vice-Pres.  on  Education 
Charles  D.  Carter. 

Vice-Pres.  on  Legislation 
Author  C.  Parker, 

Secretary-Treasurer, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Prof.  F.  A.  McKenzie, 

Associate  Chairman 
John  Carl  Parish, 

Associate  Secretary 


The  Society  of  American  Indians 

A  National  Organization  of  Americans 

ORGANIZED  AT  OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY,  APRIL,  1911 


MEMBERSHIP:  ACTIVE,  ASSOCIATE  AND  JUNIOR 

ACTIVE:  PERSONS  OF  INDIAN  BLOOD  ONLY 


HEADQUARTERS:  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Barrister  Building 


Washington,  D.  C., 

Denver,  Colorado,  January  17,  1914* 


Advisory  Board 

Henry  Roe-Cloud, 

Chairman 

Colony,  Okla. 
John  M.  Oskison 
Mrs.  Marie  L,  Baldwin 
Howard  E.  Gansworth 
Rosa  B.  LaFlesche 
Dr.  Roland  Nichols 
Mrs.  Angel  Decora-Deitz 
Horton  G.  Elm 
Rev.  Joseph  K.  Griffis 
Rev.  Asa  R.  Hill 
Chas.  R.  Doxon 
Oliver  Lamere 
Michael  Wolfe 
Rob’t  J.  Hamilton 
Sam’l  L.  Bonnin 


Mr.  Edward  A.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  ill. 

Dear  sir: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Associate  Members  during  the  sessions  of  the  Society 
of  American. Indians  at  Denver,  October  14  to  20,  1913,  a  reorganization  of  the 
Associate  Division  was  effected  and  the  determination  renewed  to  co-operate 
in  every  way  possible  with  the  Active  Members  in  forwarding  the  movements  which 
they  have  planned  and  are  putting  into  effect.  It  was  also  determined  to  make 
an  effort  to  extend  as  widely  as  possible  the  Associate  Membership  of  the 
Society ,  for  the  sake  of  both  moral  and  financial  support. 

-  .  Thif  1fJtef.is  written  to  keep  you  in  touch  with  the  activities  of  the 

Society  in  the  light  of  its  Third  Conference,  at  Denver,  Colorado.  The  sess- 
10ns  were  attended  by  members  from  all  parts  of  the  country  and  the  programs 
were  marked  by  sane  and  progressive  discussions  of  the  purposes  and  possibili- 

ViVLJ l +1  Soci®ty  and  by  gratifying  reports  on  the  activities  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  past  year. 

evilf  °.f  th®  Present  anomalous  status  of  the  American  Indian  find 
specific  remedy  m  the  Carter  Indian  Code  Bill  which  was  drawn  up  by  the 

T  ?ef°re  Congress.  It  deserves  every  effort  that  you  can 
exert  to  bring  about  its  passp„ge. 

the  t^°l?gh  itS  I*eEal  Aid  Committee,  is  pushing  before  Congress 

ClaimJ^  1  WhlCh  opJn%to  bhe  Indian  tribes  the  United  States  Court  of 

Claims,  which  is  now  open  to  foreigners  of  all  descriptions  but  is  closed  to 
"atlv®  American  Indian .  The  passage  of  this  bill  will  insure  the  early 

cases' for'generationst^  ^  ^  ^  neglected  for  *ear8  and  in  80me 

+h_  BS+ine  tl?9  ?ear,the  Society  has  through  its  own  efforts  brought  about 

of'v  ^T  -°f  ?la?;m8  to_tbe  extent  of  many  thousands  of  dollars  on  behalf 
of  various  Indian  tribes.  This  accomplishment  alone  should  justify  the  en¬ 
thusiastic  support  of  all  who  have  at  heart  justice  to  the  red  man7 

W18]?  t8  upon  each  individual  Associate  Member  that  you  direct  every 

in  bPhfll  f6ff0+H  aiding  bhe  wel1  organized  movements  now  before  Congress 

ine^of  Indla";  toward  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  and  the  awaken- 

°f  *nter?sb  a®ong  the  whites  m  regard  to  the  Indian;  and  toward  the  increase 
of  the  Associate  Membership  of  the  Society.  Your  interest  and  activity  along 
«^8BnineS  1J?  t  haV-  b6en  aPpreciate<l.  and  constitute  a  very  necessary 

and  a.H-powerful  influence  in  bringing  to  pass  the  results  for  which  the  Society 
of  American  Indians  was  organized.  &0CieTy 


Chairman  aud  (|?pretary  of  the  Associate  Division  of 
the  Society  of  American  Indians. 


63d  CONGRESS, 
2d  Session. 


S.  J.  RES.  101. 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

January  19,  1914. 

Mr.  Penrose  introduced  the  following  joint  resolution;  which  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Providing*  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  Rodman  Wanamaker  expedition  of  citizen¬ 
ship  to  the  No'*th  American  Indian,  and  for  a  report  upon 
the  information  secured  by  Doctor  Joseph  Iv.  Dixon,  leader 
of  the  expedition,  and  empowering  the  said  commission  to 
report  a  bill  upon  the  entire  reorganization  of  Indian  affairs. 

Whereas  Rodman  Wanamaker  has  sent  forth  under  competent 
leadership  and  with  the  sanction  of  the  President  and  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  an  expedition  which  visited 
eveiy  Indian  tribe  in  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  this  expedition  has  carried  the  American  flag  to  all  the 
tribes,  each  tribe  hoisting  the  flag  and  placing  their  signa¬ 
tures  by  thumb  mark  and  pen  to  the  declaration  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  Government;  and 

Whereas  by  this  act  a  majority  of  the  tribes  visited  have  declared 
that  a  new  day  has  dawned  for  them ;  and 
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Whereas  an  ideal  of  patriotism  has  been  implanted  in  the  Indian 
mind  that  has  turned  their  thoughts  toward  ultimate  citizen¬ 
ship  and  changed  the  thought  of  the  Indian  from  prejudice 
to  a  willingness  to  receive  the  just  approaches  of  the  white 
man;  and 

Whereas  this  expedition  has  made  a  continuous  journey  to  all  the 
tribes,  photographing  each  tribe,  their  environment,  their 
customs,  their  types,  studying  the  conditions  of  tribal,  indi¬ 
vidual,  and  reservation  life ;  and 

Whereas  this  expedition,  because  of  its  neutral  and  unbiased  inves¬ 
tigations  carried  out  with  philanthropic  and  patriotic  purpose, 
reached  sources  of  information  hitherto  not  available ;  and 

Whereas  a  consensus  of  opinion  obtains  that  a  recodification  of 
Indian  laws  is  essential  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Indian;  and 
bills,  commissions,  treaties,  false  interpretations  of  existing 
statutes,  frauds,  and  inextricable  confusion  exists  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  the  Indian;  and  all  happiness,  progress,  and  pros¬ 
perity  are  shut  out  from  the  race ;  his  life,  health,  and  achieve¬ 
ment  of  citizenship  menaced :  Therefore  be  it 

1  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

2  of  the  Unitod  Staltes  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  a  commission  of  seven  be  appointed  by  the  President 

4  to  consider  and  report  to  Congress  the  conditions  obtaining 

5  among  the  Indians  as  suggested  by  this  report. 

6  That  this  commission  in  conjunction  with  the  Board 

7  of  Indian  Commissioners  and  Doctor  Joseph  I£.  Dixon,  the 

8  leader  of  the  Rodman  Wanamaker  expedition,  be  empowered 

9  to  prepare  a  bill  to  be  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress 
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1  that  shall  provide  a  nonpartisan,  equitable,  and  comprehen- 

2  sive  system  for  the  administration  of  all  that  concerns  the 

3  North  American  Indian — both  reservation  and  nonreserva- 

4  tion  Indians — within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 


63d  CONGRESS,  \  Q  T  ■DTpCJ  1  A1 
2d  Session.  /  |J,  J ,  itil/O,  lvl 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commis¬ 
sion  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  Kod- 
man  Wanamaker  expedition  of  citizenship 
to  the  North  American  Indian,  and  for  a 
report  upon  the  information  secured  by 
Doctor  Joseph  K.  Dixon,  leader  of  the 
expedition,  and  empowering  the  said  com¬ 
mission  to  report  a  bill  upon  the  entire 
reorganization  of  Indian  affairs. 


By  Mr.  Penrose. 


January  19,  1914. — Read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 


Chicago.  January  19,  1914. 

Dear  Mr.  Miller: 

I  send  you  clippings  from  a  paper, 
’’The  New  Republic"  from  Westerville,  Ohio,  January 
16th,  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  additional  influences 
at  work  in  the  Indian  field.  You  can  soo  to  what 
lengths  these  people  are  going,  even  before  my 
report  is  out. 

Yours  vory  truly, 

Mr.  Adolph  C.  Miller, 

Asst,  to  Secretary  Lane, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Chicago.  January  19,  1914 


Mr.  Mitchell  Oahkenaniew, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir; 

If  you  have  the  original  letter  from  Mr. 
Ballinger  to  you  where  he  says  the  plant  hatf  lost 
something  over  a  million  dollars,  I  wish  you  would 
send  it  to  me. 


Yours  very  truly 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
OFFICE.  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

Washington  ,  January  19,  1914. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 

Chicago,  Illinois. 

My  dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  have  your  recent  letter  concerning  your 
report  on  Menominee  and  shall  read  same  with  interest. 

I  am  just  home  from  a  somewhat  extended  trip 
and  hasten  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Mrs.  Ayerfs  volume 
"A  Motor  Flight  through  Algeria  and  Tunisia."  I  am 
sure  Mrs.  Sells  and  myself  will  have  great  pleasure  in 
reading  your  experience  of  this  automobile  invasion  of 
one  of  the  most  interesting  countries  of  the  world. 

When  my  attention  is  called  to  such  experiences,  as  this 
and  others  you  have  enjoyed,  it  always  makes  me  feel  in 
a  sense  restricted  relationship  to  society  and  wish  for 
myself  something  of  such  opportunity  as  you  have  enjoyed, 
yet  since  this  is  impossible  I  covet  the  privilege  of 
reading  from  those  who  have  this  larger  contact. 

Our  son  Donald  has  written  and  told  us  of  your 
kindnesses  to  him  and  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  am 
deeply  appreciative  of  the  consideration  you  have  ex¬ 
tended  him;  certainly  it  is  very  thoughtful  of  you  and 


I  hope  I  may  have  the  opportunity  of,  in  some  way, 
giving  evidence  of  my  appreciation. 

With  kindest  personal  regards  to  yourself  and 
family  and  wishing  you  a  large  share  in  the  good  things 
of  life,  I  am,  / 


Sincerely  yours. 


v-  * 


7/ashington,  D.  G.,  January  20,  1914. 


2o  iioribora  of  the  Board  oJLlB&Xfm  QomXm&gMmi 

Tim  Howe©  Comraittee  on  Indian  affaire  today  hold  it® 
firot  mooting  to  consider  the  print  of  the  Indian  bill 
proposed  by  the  Houoe  mb  Gocnittee*  Mother  meeting  mil 
be  held  tomorrow*  It  is  not  ©footed  that  the  bill  will 
pass  the  House  during  this  month*  allow  lag  are  some 

items  in  which  members  of  the  hoard  will  be  particularly 
interested. 

GBHJKHAL  IHBW8  > 

1*  J4000.00  is  rooommended  by  the  -ub  Committee  for  th 

esneasos  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Com;  ieeloaor©*  X  called 
personally  on  tie  follow  tag  members  of  the  Committee  and 
Grained  to  thorn  the  plrnio  of  the  Board  and  the  character 
of  its  work  substantial! y  &b  woo  presented  to  the  -u.b  Goa* 
nit  too  by  Chairman  Vtos  and  Gomraieolonor  :,Uot  on  Jenunry  »t 
( the  hearing  on  this  item  will  be  found  on  .-.ages  HSS  and 
following  of  the  printed  report  of  the  tearing©  before  the 
nh  Gonnittee.  cent  you  under  separate  cover)  barter,  of 
0  .l&hocs&i  Bay  den*  of  Ayliouoj  Churoh*  of  California  i«il!or* 
of  Minnesota  ;  isurko*  of  South  itoh)wfl{  Campbell  *  of  Banaaes 
lovuire,  of  wiefoom,  Horton* of  north  Dakota*  Heebers  out* 
eide  of  the  Committee  with  vjhon  I  dlBOimee*  the  earns  eub^eot 
are  Morris*  of  Oklahoma*  Kettaer,  of  Galixomi^  *,onroot#  of 
:i  econo  in*  I  explained  to  ties©  (jentlotaon  that  the  -Goard 
mob  &nkln*  for  #11.000*00  at  least,  bat  1  did  not  want  per¬ 
sonally  to  urge  any  mor®  then  t’i©  Department  oetimto  of 
#cLgqQ*GG  unless  the  Department  itself  Should  bog  fit  to 
revise  it©  former  eetimto*  It  mo 

tli  t  hr*  Church,  of  California*  would  Mk%a  r^4°Sv%lb® 

M  t®  by  phono  onfl  told  no  thc.t  ho  ««bb. 

mo  oppocitlon  to  this  lnoroaoo  firom  the  in<Uan,^?^0,??ia;or 
that  reason  he  could  not  oarry  oat  hla  ;.ornor  plan  ‘ 

.'•.01.1  t  ,o  notion.  I  tJusafeed  lx.  Ohuroh  Tor  Me  past  feind- 
noanotj  In  t'  e  natter  ana  orcured  Kto  that  1  did ®®ft"|‘nL,Mn 
to  xctm  the  lnoroaeod  o»v::W..rtfttl<m  o**  ®W«odl«i «[ 
the  department  ana  that  I  haft  not  tea  anynotloe  ttMM 
Pepartment  or  Indian  or  toe  hod  ohraged  itb  mlud  a* to  «• 

STK  fflBfJf  SSJK.fS.’SS 

aehod  htmto  rake  no  effort  to  Increase  tie  »<>«»*  ?n°l^Sn- 
ed  by  the  sub  committee  until  he  had  s;ar£her  definite  inJosm 

tlon  either  from  the  department  or  fro©  me  w^mbrr  ° 

of  the  Board  in  February.  I  learned  fro©  one  other  member 
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direotly  that  he  understood  thorn  ms  op  osition  to  our  op* 
propriation  from  the  Indian  Office  mCi  from  another  that 
there  mB  opposition  In  the  committee*  X  oonferred  Id* 
mediately  with  Commie  el  oner  olio,  after  hearing  the  ilm 
report  and  he  told  m  ho  Tmmt  of  fcno  op  coition  ia  the  Indian 
Off  lee  and  eaid  that  the  #0000*00  rooozsKoaded  by  him  was  hie 
indent  of  what  the  ^oard  ohould  have  mid  ©aid  he  did  n<* 
feioW  what  ho  would  m$  if  the  proposition  woo  mdo  to  inereaee 
the  appropriation  above  that  sum# 

Z9  the  cub  oomaitteo  print  of  the  bill  carries  0-300,000*00 
for  the  purchase  of  good©  and  eoppll**  tor  the  indlan  Service, 
tho  came  sna  a-"oropriftted  loot  year*  £•'©  bill,  ho?JDver,eon«* 
tain©  the  fallowing  very  interesting  provieien* 

wffrn  OOUiaS^XuBBI!  Of  IQDXAU  AffAXH*)  13  UBBESf  AU&iOUX22D 
aim  9X&S08SD  20  laiStAXB  OMf  S^O  rBSJK/UBBSSR  tt*S8H0W^  fOH 
sgg  USK  Of  32iE  IHBIAB  3MVIGR*"  .  A  ^  ^ 

2hi©  subject  the  Board  will  doubt! oer  wish  to  take  up 
at  it®  noect  mooting.  (3c©  tho  printed  report  of  tearing© 
before  tho  oub  committee  for  discussion  of  thie  item) 

3,  there  1©  a  reduction  from  #800,000*00  to  |X0O,OOO*OO  in 
the  item  for  payment  of  Indian  police* 

4,  for  pay  of  special  agent#  at  #2tQGQ*o©  per  annum.  there 
ie  an  inoreaoe  from  ft05,000,00  for  fee  current  year, to 
1110,460.00* 

6*  Mr  the  purpose  of  encouraging  Industry  and  ©elf  export 
there  ie  an  inereaoe  fW*llO0,uOj  for  the  current  year  to 
Mou.ooo.oo*  2hls  is  the  reimbursable.  revolving  fund, 
which  ie  strongly  endorsed  in  the  Board1®  last  annual  report. 

6.  Mr  tho  determining  of  heirs  of  deceased  Indians,  the 
item  lo  increased  from  #00,000*00  to  ^100,000*00,  reimbursable* 

V,  She  item  for  curvoyin  of  lards  in  severalty 

ie  rodtioed  from  i*0©,000  to  #160,000  and  tho  mm8mnt,wr?ta& 
loot  year, which  /rohibitod  tho  eapen&iture  of  this  appropria¬ 
tion  in  tie  states  jf  Arisen©  and  Sow  Iteioo  has  been  out  out. 


a.  SI©  item  for  Indian  School  eueport  ie  same  «*  *»* 
year  ©aoopt  that  #80,000  la  added  to  pay  tuition  of  India* 
ohil&roa  in  public  echeolo* 


9,  She  it  on  for  tho  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  i#  the 
earn©  a©  loot  year,  #100*000* 

10*  Shore  is  an  inoseaoo  'from  $800,000  to  ,*£60,000  to  relievo 
Metres  a  anting  Indian©  end.  a  provision  made  for  compulsory 
treatment  for  Meeaeo,  undoubtedly  a  moot  osnollont  provision* 


as  last  year 


11*  She  oane  ota/ ie  provided  for  the  oonoine  tioa,  lease, 
purchase,  oto#,  of  school  and  ayoney  hollaing,  5400,000# 

IS#  She  sane  earn  as  last  #400,000,  1©  provided  for 

employment  of  farmers,  field  mtrone  and  forestore# 


SFIOXAB  m 


She  Itcsa  Xa  the  mb  eosriittee  print  of  the  MIX,  which 
will  he  of  'Tea  toot  Interest  to  mm  ore  of  to  Board  heoouee  of  tfc 
hoard %pt evi otm  activities  ta  ©  ©mention  with  ukiohoae 
affairs,  ie  the  following! 

"For  exneneee  of  v.&alnl  at  ration  of  the  affair®  of  the 
Five  civilised  Srttee  of  Islehene,  and  the  compensation 
of  employees,  #178, 000*00, (the  appropriation  last  year  w&e 
#840,000)  rhu ¥105.0,  SEAS  XKI&  0FJ?m  OF  2&  Coma  .51  ;EMt  OF 
®m  five  civmsiU)  raxas.-  ahs  :mi23X>s8BU0f  of  tmo»  actct 
Hi  GKXAEOM,  BE,  ASD  SHE  34I2S  AEE  HIKES*,  4KS.ISSSS8,  ASS  XS 
X.UU  SU0tiairtfBESU3  BE  A*E  QXSS&&  W  X: .  ;aiS3*aa»f  M  him 

v;m  SEE  ADVICE  ASS  COSE  ESS  OF  SHE  SlEfASS,  AS  &3XSSAS*  002# 

ia.v81C«SS  OF  ISB1AS  AFFIXES  .-.Vi  SHE  FIVE  CXVUXS&i)  OURB3, 

-VISE  HIE  OFFICE  LUOASIu)  IS  EIE  3SASS  OF  0KUE01IA,  AS  A  EAUSS 

uF  #4000*00  HB  ASSOH*1# 

In  short  thie  item  proposes  to  tab*  the  administration 
or  the  .Five  Srlfce6£  affairs  out  of  the  civil  Eervioe,  where 
It  now  is,  1  etiolate  out  of  office  Cemlss  loner  Vftrighi  m& 
Ceperiatendeni  Xelsey  end  place  the  administration  of  the 
Indians  of  the  Five  Srlhee  in  politico# 

Shore  is  aoneSdoaafcte  interest  in  the  meet  ion  of  the 
appo  intrant  of  a  trlhel  attorney  for  the  Qreefco#  Sho  ©on- 
tract  of  isr#  M#  E#  Mott  hoc  expired#  Mr*  Mott  is  in  the 
City.  It  li*  currently  rumored  that  if  Secretary  lane  renew® 

Hr.  Mott*a  contract , azp  ffort  will  ho  raa&e  hy  the  opposition 
to  prevent  any  ap  rep  nation  to  pay  hie  salary  after  Jt&y 
first#  un  the  other  hand,  Br«  Mott  ir  Quoted  as  saying  that  If 
he  hoc  the  cent  root  until  MLy  first  there  will  he  nothing 
left  of  Importance  for  any  ether  attorney  to  do  after  that 
date  oml  that  ho  will  have  no  Interest  In  holding  the  position 
after  that# 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 
WASHINGTON 


January  20,  1914. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  took  your  report  home  with  me  last  night  and 
stayed  up  with  it  until  after  one  o1 clock  and  until 
I  had  finished  reading  every  word  in  it.  The  read¬ 
ing  of  all  the  papers  only  strenghtens  my  conviction 
as  expressed  in  my  yesterday’s  letter  to  you. 

Several  points  occur  to  me  as  worthy  of  a  little 
further  consideration. 

First;  To  carry  out  your  recommendation  in  favor 
of  open  market  sales  instead  of  cash  sales, as  a  means 
of  saving  to  the  Indians  the  middle  man’s  profit, can 
be  accomplished  as  is  pointed  out  in  one  of  Superin¬ 
tendent  Nicholson’s  communications  to  you,  only  by  an 
amendment  to  existing  law,  which  he  very  satisfactorily 
covers. 

One  of  the  very  most  interesting:  and  important  of  your 
recommendations,  namely,  that  the  Indians  be  given  five  or 
six  hundred  dollars  for  industrial  betterment,  the  compe¬ 
tent  to  have  unrestricted  use  thereof  and  the  incompetent 
to  have  the  benefit  thereof  under  proper  supervision, can 
likewise  be  accomplished  only  by  an  amendment  to  existing 
law, as  you  will  note  the  Menominee  Act  provides  that  only 
the  interest  of  the  tribal  fund  shall  be  used  in  annuity 
payments  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe.  T.7hat  do  you  think 
of  the  idea  of  amending  this  part  of  the  law  so  that  a 
certain  part  of  the  tribal  fund,  say  >jl, 500, 000,  may  be 
loaned  to  or  invested  for  individual  members  of  the  tribe, 
the  individuals  to  pay  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent,  the  same  as  the  interest  paid  bjr  the  Govern¬ 
ment?  In  this  way  the  tribal  endowment  would  be  kept  up 
so  that  the  interest  would  pay  expenses  of  the  reservation 
properly  chargeable  to  the  tribe  and  at  the  same. time  the 
industrious  members  of  the  tribe, who  are  desirous  of  making 
themselves  self  supporting, would  have  the  opportunity  to  do 
so.  Of  course  that  part  of  the  accumulated  principal,  which 
would  not  be  necessary,  as  a  permanent  endowment,  could  be 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  individuals  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Stephen’s  bill,  to  which  you 
refer  in  your  report. 

Let  me  give  you  briefly  a  little  history  on  this  general 
subject.  When  I  came  into  the  Indian  Bureau  there  was  no 


precedent  whatever  for  asking  Congress  for  the 'advance  of 
Government  funds  to  Indians  for  their  industrial  improvement, 
the  Indians  to' repay  the  sums  advanced;  and  there  was  like¬ 
wise  no  precedent  for  loaning  to  ihdividual  Indians  the 
tribal  funds  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department.  Upon 
my  recommendation  the  first  reimbursable  revolving  funds 
for  this  purpose  were  appropriated  by  Congress  three  years 
ago  and  after  I  assumed  charge  of  the  Indian  Bureau  I  began 
the  use  of  tribal  funds  on  a  number  of  reservations  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Individuals,  the  individuals  benefitted  agree¬ 
ing  to  return  the  sums  so  used  under  rules  and  regulations. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  rules  and  regulations,  issued 
for  this  purpose,  can  be  improved.  In  fact  Superintendent 
Nicholson  points  out  one  need  of  change  and  that  is  to  let 
competent  Indians  have:  actual  possession  of  the  money  and 
make  their  own  investments  rather  than  having  said  invest¬ 
ment  supervised  by  the  Superintendent. 

The  paragraph  above  is  merely  for  your  general  informa¬ 
tion.  The  main  point  is  that  existing  law  will  have  to  be 
changed  in  order  to  carry  out  your  recommendation  to  turn 
over  $500  037  $600  to  individual  members  of  the  tribe,  and 
it  may  be  desirable  for  us  to  work  out  a  definite  amendment 
to  existing  law  to  submit  to  the  Committees  of  Congress  and 
to  the  Secretary. 

Second:  Another  point  concerning  your  report,  which 
I  am  sure  will  be  raised  is  this:  7/hat  did  you  find  as 
to  the  actual  net  stumpage  prices  which  have  been  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Indians  for  the  various  varieties  of  tb^r 
timber  and  are  such  stumpage  prices  in  line  with  stumpage 
prices  paid  for  similar  timber  in  the  same  locality  by  pri¬ 
vate  concerns?  I  remember  distinctly  that  Congressman 
Konop,  in  one  letter  to  the  Indian  Bureau,  a  letter  which 
I  infer  was  not  sent  to  you  by  the  Commissioner  cl  Indian 
Affairs,  made  the  statement  that  white  pine  in  his  country 
was  worth  a  stumpage  value  of  about  fifteen  dollars  a  thous¬ 
and  and  that  his  understanding  was  that  the  mill, after  mak¬ 
ing  reasonable  deductions  for  interest  and  deterioration 
would  leave  a  net  stumpage  return  to  the  Indians  of  a  very 
much  smaller  amount.  Of  course  your  report  very  definitely 
covers  this  subject  in  a  general  way  in  your  whowing  that  the 


BUREAU  OF  MINES  Bl 
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department  of  the  interior 
BOARD  OR  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 
d  c  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

January  22,  1914. 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter,  which  I  have 
iUst  mailed  in  Chairman  Vaux  after  a  telephone  conversation 
with  him,  together  with  the  enclosures  transmitted  there¬ 
with.  I* am  also  enclosing  a  copy  6f  a  clipping  from  the 
Philadelphia  Ledger  under  date  of  Wednesday  morning, 

January  twenty-one. 

Commissioner ' Vaux  informs  me  that  upon  reading 
this  article  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Dr.  Gramner,  President 
of  the  Indian  Riglits  Association,  naming  the  charges  and 
asking  Dr.  Crammer  if  he  stood  responsible  for  each  and 
every’one.  Dr.  Crammer  answered  the  questions  by. saying 
that  he  had  referred  to  an  article  from  a  publication  from 
Westerville ,  Ohio.  For  your  information,  I  am  enclosing 
you  a  co':  y  of  this  dirty  sheet  published  by  W.  E.  Johnson, 
who  was  forced  out  of  the  Indian  Service  because  of  irregu¬ 
larities  by  former  First  Assistant  Secretary  Samuel  Adams, 
who  can  tell  you  all  about  him.  This  man  has  been  printing 
scurrilous  attacks  upon  me  in  practically  every  issue  of 
his  paper  for  more  than  two  years.  I  have  ignored  them  ab¬ 
solutely  on  the  same  theory  that  I  have  refrained  from  en- 
sras’iny  in  fights  with  skunks.  Commissioner  express¬ 
es  the  opinio]  ossibly  the  article  in  L  r  is 

libelous"  and  asked  me  to  take  up  this  phase  of  the  matter 
with  Commissioner  Dockweiler,  who  'wrote  me  that  he  expected 
to  he  here  today.  The  Indian  Rights  Association,  as  you 
will  observe, from  the  Ledger  article  is  doubtless  working 
in  cooperation  with  petty  politicians  in  an  attempt  to  deieat 
an  an  or opr iat ion  for  the  Board’s  expens es .next  year  by  urging 
the  ’’Commission  of  three”  idea  contained  in  Senauor  Robinson  s 
bill  a  copy  of  which  I  mailed  you  several  weeks  since.  I. am 
not  at  all' alarmed  at  the  prospects  of  a  fight  on  the  Menominee 
issue, or  any  other  issue,  and  I  am  not  sure  but  that 
uo  and  knock-down  fight  with  some  oi  these  petty  P?^**®1^  ’ 
some  enrolled  as  reformers,  will  tend  to  clarify  oh 

atmosphere  ana  result  in  benefit  to  the  Indian. 

You  of  course  know  better  than  any  other  living, 
•nerson  how  utterly  I  have  refrained  from  even  the  expression 
of  an  opinion, either  concerning  Superintendent  Nicholson  or 
the  Menominee  Mills, in  discussing  ohe  matter  with  you  or  m 
my  correspondence,  incidently  this  stuff  will  give  7 
pretty  clear  idea  of  what  an  honest  nan  in  the  Indian  Bureau 


has  to  contend  frith  when  he  insists  upon  taking. a. straight 
course  and  refuses  to  he  dominated^by  petty  politicians  in 
the  guise  often  of  friends  of  the  Indian. 

With  very  hest  vdBhes  and  looking  forward  to  a 
most  interesting  and  profitable  meeting  in  .February,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 


Secretary. 


Encs. 


January  22,  1914 


Boar  Commissioner  Vauxj 

After  reading  the  last  paragraph  In  your  letter  about 
your  controversy  with  Dr.  Crammer  of  the  Indian  Eights  Associ¬ 
ation,  I  oont  out  and  got  a  copy  of  the  ' Philadelphia  hedger' 
in  which  was  published  tho  interview  of  Dr*  Grander.  In  order 
to  refresh  your  memory  as  to  the  beginning  of  Commie  e  loner 
Ayer's  investigation  at  Menominee  I  am  enclosing  copy  of  a 
typewritten  statement  of  "Suggestion  of  Subjects  Deeding  Board'© 
Early  Attention",  which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  member©  of 
the  Board  at  the  lake  Mohonk  meeting.  You  v?ill  observe  that 
these  subjects  were  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  importance 
and  that  Menominee  was  not  even  placod  in  the  list  of  the  res¬ 
ervations  designated  as  of  primary  importance,  and  that  in  the 
two  timber  matters  suggested  for  investigation  as  of  secondary 
importance,  Menominee  was  placed  after  Bad  Elver*  As  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact  I  had  never  discussed  the  need  of  any  investigation 
at  Menominee  with  any  member  of  the  Board  before  the  Bake 
Mohonk  meeting,  end  then  brought  it  to  you r  attention  a©  one 
of  about  fifty  other  subjects  in  the  list,  copy  of  which  is 
sent  you.  I  think  you  will  recall  that  Commissioner  Eliot 
introduced  the  subject  of  Menominee  himself,  and  stated  when 
he  mad©  this  suggestion,  that  he  had  been  very  much  interested 
in  a  conversation  which  he  had  with  superintendent  Bicholson 
and  thought  that  if  com©  of  the  plans  superinteddent  Eioholson 
was  working  out  there  were  practicable,  it  would  be  well  for 
the  Board  to  look  into  them,  with  a  view  of  extending  his  meth¬ 
ods  elsewhere.  Prior  to  this  mooting,  the  only  man  to  whom 
I  had  previously  recommended  an  investigation  of  the  Menominee 
mills,  was  to  Commissioner  Sells  himself,  and  I  made  that  sug¬ 
gestion,  not  because  of  my  personal  interest  in  superintendent 
Blcholeon  -  -  I  had  the  fullest  confidence  then  a©  I  have  now 
in  his  absolute  integrity  and  efficiency;  nor  because  there 
were  charges  made  against  him  personally,  for  I  had  already 
had  those  charges  investigated  and  know  they  were  groundless,— 
but,  because  I  had  at  that  time  and  continued  to  have  until 
Mr.  Ayer's  report  was  read  by  me,  a  real  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  mill  was  actually  paying  to  the  Indians  the  stump  age  pric¬ 
es  they  should  receive  for  their  timber;  in  fact,  I  had  always 
entertained  a  doubt  ae  to  whether  the  Government  could  success¬ 
fully  operate  a  commercial  enterprise  of  this  kind  in  the  face 
of  all  the  necessary  restraints  upon  its  doing  business ‘across 
the  table’  the  way  the  private  business  man  does  it. 


G.  Y*  Jr.,  — < 


- 2 


Commissioner  Ayer1 8  report  ought  to  be  absolutely  con- 
vino  lug  proof  to  any  practical  man,  that  the  Mm ominee  mills 
are  being  conducted  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner,  and  he  has 
very  conclusively  pointed  out  how  the  plant  can  be  made  to  pay, 
at  least,  ?2.QO  more  per  thousand  foot  stumpage  to  the  Indians, 
and  by  pointing  out  these  facts  his  report  has  accomplished  ex¬ 
actly  what  Commissioner  Eliot  had  in  mind,  namely,-  that  a  con¬ 
clusive  report  on  the  honominee  mills,  if  favorable,  would  fora 
a  proper  basis  for  the  establishment  of  similar  enterprises  on 
other  reservations. 

In  this  latter  connection,  you  will  bo  interested  to 
know  that  I  have  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  ater  Users* 
Association  from  Jilamath  i^alls,  Oregon,  for  presentation  to  the 
hoard  at  its  next  mooting,  advocating  very  strongly  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  saw  mill  on  the  Klamath  Indian  reservation,  where 
there  are  eleven  billion  (11,000,000,000)  feet  of  mature  timber, 
to  manufacture  lumber  for  the  market  and  furnish  employment  to 
the  Indians •  Shis  gentlemen,  of  course,  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  Lxonominoe  Indian  mill,  but  nevertheless  his  recommen¬ 
dation  is  very  substantially  supported  by  Commissioner  Ayer*s 
Honominee  report. 

Dr.  Grammar *s  interview,  in  its  utter  disregard  of  es¬ 
sential  facts,  is  characteristic  of  most  all  the  published  state¬ 
ments  from  him  and  other  officials  of  that  association. 

Dine ©rely  yours. 


.iccretary. 


Honorable  George  Yaux,  Jr., 
1606  -  Ilorrie  hull  ding, 
Philadelphia, 

Pa. 


IPHA-JG 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 


January  22,  1914, 


Dear  Mr.  Ayer; 

I  thank  yon  for  your  note  and  the  clippings  from 
"The  Hew  Republic"  of  Westerville,  Ohio,  of  January  16. 
I  shall  put  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  though 
I  think  he  will  understand  what  is  doing  even  apart 
from  such  reports.  He  is  a  wise  man  and  a  good  man, 
and  you  can  he  assured  that  your  report  will  receive 
attentive  and  appreciative  reading. 


Faithfully  yours, 


Assistant  to  the  Secretary, 


Edward  G.  Ayer,  Esq. , 

Bailway  Exchange  Bldg. 
Chicago,  Illinois 


'TUCrcUeb  e&  ,5>ermfe, 

COMMITTEE  ON  CORPORATIONS 
ORGANIZED  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


January  22,  1914. 


Hon.  Edward  S.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

Just  a  line  to  acknowledge  receipt 
from  you,  through  Mr.  Abbott,  of  a  copy  of  your 
report  of  the  investigation  which  you  made  into 
the  affairs  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation, 
and  to  thank  you  for  the  same.  I  have  not  had 
opportunity  to  read  it,  but  you  may  be  assured  that 
I  shall  go  over  it  carefully,  as  well  as  anything 
additional  which  you  may  submit. 

With  kind  personal  regards,  I  am. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Chicago.  January  22,  1914. 


Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson,  Supt. , 

Monorninoe  Indian  Mills, 

Noopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Mr.  Nicholson: 

I  have  in  my  office,  amongst  the  papers  that 
I  received  from  Washington,  tho  page  which  I  am  inclosing, 
which  speaks  for  itself.  I  would  like  the  following 
information  to  add  to  my  report  to  tho  Government. 

How  much  lumber  and  of  what  kinds  were  cut 
and  sold  by  you  the  first  year  you  had  charge  of  the  nlant. 
The  profit  was  excessively  small  that  year,-  only  about 
§10,000  -  and  what  was  the  reason  for  that? 

How  much  lumber  was  out  tho  next  two  years, 
which  has  shown,  from  your  statement,  a  profit  of  $440, or 
$444,000.00?  In  these  tv/o  years  how  much  of  each  kind 
of  lumber  was  cut;  how  much  stumpage  was  charged  againBt 
such  cut  for  each  kind  of  lumber j  what  was  the  average  of 
your  stumpage;  and  how  many  dollars  and  what  per  cent,  was 
left  as  net  profit  aftor  deducting  the  stumpage?  and  are 
such  prices  credited  to  the  stumpage  account  about  what 
maintains  in  the  other  lumber  districts,  as  far  as  you  know? 

If  the  entire  profit  of  the  two  years,  that 
is,  v440,  or  $444,000.00  was  all  credited  to  stumpage 
what  would  the  average  be  on  the  lumber  handled  during  tho 
two  years? 


I  would  like  this  information  at  your  very 
earliest  convenience  as  I  shall  start  for  Washington  not 
later  than  a  week  from  Sunday  night  and  would  like  it  ns  a 
part  of  my  report. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Inclosure 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


MERRILL  E.  GATES.  WASHINGTON.  O  C. 
WILLIAM  D.  WALKER.  BUFFALO.  N.  Y. 
WARREN  K.  MOOREHEAD.  ANDOVER.  MASS. 
SAMUEL  A.  ELIOT,  BOSTON.  MASS. 

FRANK  KNOX.  MANCHESTER.  N  H. 


DANIEL  SMILEY.  MOHONK  LAKE.  N.  Y. 
FREDERICK  H.  ABBOTT,  WASHINGTON.  D.  C„  SECF 


BOARD  OF  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 


BUREAU  OF  MINES  BUILDING 


WASHINGTON 


January  23,  1914 


Dear  Commissioner  Ayer: 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  letter  asking 
for  the  letter  from  Mitchell  Oshkenaniew.  A  few 
days  ago  I  sent  these  papers  to  Chairman  Vaux 
and  I  am  today  writing  him  to  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  letter  which  you  desire  or  the  original 
if  he  has  that. 


Sincerely  yours 


Secretary, 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 
Railway  Exchange  BUg. 
Chicago,  Ill. 


EHA/R B. 


P.  MARBLE 


A.  S.  NICHOLSON 


ASSISTANT  SUI 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 


KESHENA  SCHOOL 


KESHENA,  W1S. 


January  26,  1914 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Railway  Exchange  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Dear  m**.  Ayer: 


Referring  to  my  previous  letter  of  the  14th  in¬ 


stant,  and  your  request  for  information  regarding  the  view 
taken  by  the  ^enominee  Indians  as  to  what  the  lawyer  was  to 
accomplish  for  them,  I  have  been  unable  to  secure  signatures 
to  all  of  the  statements  taken  owing  to  difficulty  in  getting 
the  men  in  from  the  reservation. 


Therefore  I  am  enclosing  those  statements  already 


signed  -  two  in  number  -  and  duplicates  of  those  not  yet 
signed.  These  statements  being  made  in  the  presence  of  my¬ 
self,  the  stenographer  and  interpreter  are  quite  well  estab¬ 
lished  as  correct,  even  without  the  signature  of  the  parties 
in  question.  The  originals  will  be  sent  you  later  as  they 
are  signed. 


ZVery  respectfully, 


HPM/H  -  Ends. 
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Jan.  26,  1914. 


Kon.  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 


Dear  Mr.  Ayer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  January  22nd  inclosing  stump age 


list  and  asking  for  certain  additional  information  on  the  business 


affairs  of  this  ODeration  and  I  inclose  you  herewith  copies  of 
the  official  records  of  this  p,lant  which  are  also  records  of  the 
Indian  office  and  which  speak  for  themselves.  Records  July  1, 
1910,  to  Sept.  30,  1911, >6*.  /  Records  Oct.  1,  1911,  to  Sept.  30, 
1912, 2-  Records  Oct.  1,  1912,  to  Sept.  30,  1913,  ^ 

and  summary  Jjj[  with  notes. 

QUESTION  1.  How  much  lumber  and  of  what  kinds  were  cut  and  sold 
by  you  the  first  year  you  had  charge  of  the  riant? 

On  summary  X  you  will  find  from  July  1,  1910,  to  Sept. 
30,  1911,  that  31,071,260  Ft.  logs  cut  and  Ex.  1,  page  1,  will 
give  you  the  species  scale  of  same.  27,073,154  Ft.  of  lumber  was 
sold  and  used  this  year.  The  percentages  of  lumber  3old  and  used 


would  be  about  same  as  logs  cut  but  the  greatest  part  of  lumber 


sold  would  be  of  lumber  cut  and  put  in  yard  prior  to  my  taking 
actual  charge  of  mills,  Oct.  1,  1910. 

QUESTION  2.  The  profit  was  excessively  small  that  year,-  only 
about  $ 10000,  and  what  was  the  reason  for  that? 

The  j_tem  cf  $10000  spoken  of  is  not  the  actual  profit. 


It  is  the  approximate  figure  representing  excess  of  receipts  over 


6-1144 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS 

NEOPIT,  WIS. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer. -2. 

all  disbursements.  The  total  net  orofit  for  the  year  was 
$60637.02,  aee  first  item  in  summary  X  which  you  will  find 
itemized  on  Ex .  1 ,  Page  4 .  The  difference  is  accounted  for  on 
disbursements  for  operations  for  the  following  year  and  also 
because  considerable  portion  of  lumber  sold  was  from  products  ,on 
hand  in  yard  which  cost  more  to  manufacture  than  prices  realized, 
(see  also  notes.)  In  this  connection  it  would  be  well  to  note 
that  I  took  hold  Oct.  1,  1910,  prior  to  this  a  considerable  outlay 
had  already  taken  place  for  the  coming  season’s  work.  Considerable 
re-ad ju3tment  and  reorganization  had  to  take  place  after  date  Oct. 

1,  1910,  in  order  to  make  this  plant  pay.  The  disbursements  for 
the  period  from  Kov.  1,  1909,  to  June  30,  1910,  had  exceeded  the 
receipts  by  $141,613.88.  This  seemed  to  me  quite  a  swing  over 
into  the  right  column  effected  without  hindrance  to  work,  loss,  etc. 
QUESTION  5 .  How  much  lumber  was  cut  the  next  two  years  which  has 

shown  from  your  statement  a  profit  of  $440,000  or  $444,000? 

t Here  again  I  think  you  mean  excess  of  receipts  over  all 
disbursements  and  not  profit.  Summary  X  ,  Page  1 ,  gives  net 
profit  for  these  two  years,  together  with  stumpage  charged,  which  is 
also  profit. 

QUESTION  4.  In  these  two  years  how  much  of  each  kind  of  lumber 


was  cut? 
(aaas&- 


Summary  X  gives  logs  cut  in  these  year3  and  lumber 
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Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer. -3. 

sold,  and  Ex.  2  and  5,  pages  1,  give  species  of  same. 


QUEST I OH  5.  How  much  stunpage  was  charged  against  such  cut  for 


each  kind  of  lumber? 

Ex.  2  and  3  give  the  scale  of  each  species  and  stumpage 
rate  charged  which  agree  with  the  totals  shown  on  Summary  X 
QUESTIOH  6 ♦  What  was  the  average  of  your  stumpage? 

.  Ex*  1 ,  2  and  3  show  rates  of  stumpage  charged  and  aver¬ 


age  of  same  according  to  spacdes  of  the  cut. 

QUESTIOH  7.  How  many  dollars  and  what  per  cent,  was  left  as 
net  profit  after  deducting  the  stumpage? 

CLa^v-  Summary  X  ,  page  1,  gives  the  net  profit  shewing 
$246,213.55  as  net  profit  over  and  above  stumpage  and  on  Summary  X, 
page  2,  notes  you  will  find  the  present  profit  for  capital  invested 
for  each  year. 


QUESTION  8.  Are  such  prices  credited  to  stumpage  account  about 
what  maintains  in  other  lumber  districts  as  far  as  you  know? 

„  They  are.  The  rates  are  based  on  information  received 
from  the  chief  operations  in  Wisconsin,  Michigan  and  Minnesota.  I 
obtained  same  by  personal  inquiry  from  such  firms  as  Paine  Lumber 
Co.,  R.  Connor  &  Co.,  Menasha  Woodenware  Co.,  Sawyer,  Goodman  &  Co., 
Oconto  Lumber  Co.,  Erown  Bros.  Lumber  Co.,  J.  R.  Davis  Lumber  Co., 
Diamond  Lumber  Co.,  Soperton  Lumber  Co.,  The  Stephenson  Co.,  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Land  &  Lumber  Co.,  Northwestern  L.  &  L.  Co.,  Escanaba  Lumber  Co. 
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Virginia  &  Rainey  Lakes  Operation,  Cloquet  Lumber  Co.,  and  contracts 
for  sale  timber  on  Indian  Reserves  in  this  state.  They  compare 

with  information  gathered  by  U.  S.  Forest  Service.  The  average  is 


about  correct  although  the  species  rate  on  some  particular  items 


may  vary  on  account  of  class  of  timber. 

QUESTION  9.  If  the  entire  profit  of  the  two  years,  that  is, 
$440,000  or  $444,000,  was  all  credited  to  stumpage,  what  would  the 
average  be  on  all  lumber  handled  during  the  two  years? 

The  total  lumber  logs  cut  for  1911,  1912,  1913  ia 
101,739,375  Ft.  The  total  excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements 
for  these  three  years  is  #451,516.33.  On  this  basis  this  would 
equal  ar.  average  rate  of  $4.43.  This  average  rate  applied  as  per 
estimated  stand  as  shown  on  stumpage  rate  sheet  which  1b  inclosed 
would  make  some  increase  over  the  rate  charged  on  each  species 
according  to  per  cent,  of  stand. 

Excess  of  receipts  is  not  the  real  profit,  however,  as 
there  is  in  yard  on  Sept.  30,  1913,  28,325,980  Ft.  of  lumber  and 

other  by-products  which  is  represented  in  the  disbursements  already 
made  and  which  is  a  resource  to  be  figured.  On  Summary  X  ,  page  1, 
you  will  find  this  profit  shown  with  average  per  M.  on  lumber  scale. 


I  inclose  two  statements,  one  showing  financial  condition 
of  log  fund  on  June  30,  1910,  and  resources,  and  the  other  showing 
tlie  resources  on  Sept.  30,  1913.  Comparison  of  these  will  show 


considerable  improvement. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
UNITED  STATES  INDIAN  SERVICE 
MENOMINEE  INDIAN  MILLS  . 

NEOPIT,  WIS. 


Hon.  Edward  E.  Ayer. -5. 


WHITE  PINE 

NORWAY  PINE 

BASSWOOD 

ROCK  ELM 

SOFT  ELM 

BIRCH 

MAPLE 

HEMLOCK 

OAK 

ASH 

SHINGLES 

LATH 


Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  show  any  where  the 
improvement  and  advance  in  home,  social  and  other  condition 
of  the  Indians  in  town.  They  have  benefited  immeasurably  in 
home  living,  dress,  better  houses,  industrially,  in  every  way 
that,  can  be  considered. 


Respectfully, 


Enc  . 


ASN/MEC . 


Superintendent . 


LAW  OFFICE  OF 

v  d.  f.  Tyrrell 

Gillett , Wis. , January  27,191 

Mr.  Edward  E.Ayer, 

Chicago, Ill. 

Dear  Sir:- 

In  looking  over  my  correspondence  I  find  that  &  letter 
from  you, containing  the  following  inquiry  is  unanswered. 

"You  ment : oned  several  times, at  Neopit, that  yo$*L  thought 
there  was  plenty  of  Indians  there  perfectly  capable  of  running 
logging  camps  and  to  take  almost  any  position  around  the  plant, 
or  in  the  woods. Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  the  name  of 
those  you  think  would  be  capable  of  that  kind  of  work? I  certainly 
agree  with  you  that  wherever  possible  such  Indians  should  he  worked 
in  as  good  places  as  they  can  fill." 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry  I  desire  to  reiterate  that  there 
are  plenty  of  Indians  perfectly  capable  of  running  logging  camps 
and  of  filling  many  positions  now  held  by  white  men  on  the  reser¬ 
vation.!  would  not  attempt  to  give  the  names  of  these  men  for  they 
are  well  known  to  Superintendent  Nioholoson  and  you  could  very 
easily  have  ascertained  the  truth  of  my  statement  by  a  little 
inquiry  while  upon  the  reservation. 


Jan. 29th, 1914 


Dear  Mr.  -arble: — 

I  leave  here  Sunday  night  for 
Washington. 

In  making  up  my  supplementary  report, 
I  shall  only  use  those  statements  which 
have  been  signed  by  the  people.  If  I 
get  any  more  by  'Saturday  night,  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  incorporate  them. 

ith  kindest  regards  to  you  and 
Mrs.  Garble, 


Yours  very  truly. 


Keshena 


is 


Aver  5c  Lord  Tie  Co. 

R A 1  LWAV  EXCHANGE  BUILDING 
CHICAGO. 

JOHN  B.  LORD,  PRESIDENT  5c  MANAGER. 
EDWARD  E.  AYER.  VICE  PRESIDENT. 
PHILIP  R.  SMITH,  SECRETARY  51  TREASURER. 


Paducah  Of 


A.  H.  W. 

mr’  ' 

Paducah,  Ky.,  J an  •  2^  ,  1914-  . 


Hon,  Edward  E.  Ayer, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  yours  of  the  19th  and  26th  on  my  return  home.  I  am  en¬ 
closing  herewith  my  affidavit  to  my  report  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reserv¬ 
ation  . 


LPH-L 


enc . 


RAILWAY  EXCHANGE  BUILDING 
CHICAGO. 

JOHN  B.  LORD, PRESIDENT  S  MANAGER. 
EDWARD  E.  AYER,  VICE  PRESIDENT. 
PHILIP  R.  SMITH,  SECRETARY  S  TREASURER. 


Ayer  6c  Lord  Tie  Co. 


January  L914 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  statements  made 
in  my  report  dated  December  4th,  1913,  to  Honorable 
Edward  E.  Ayer,  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners, 
regarding-  conditions  on  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation 
are  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  Notary 
Public,  this  -2 Of  th  day  o^  -T»rm»vir_  tqia 


U 


Jan.3  Oth, 1914  . 


Dear  Mr.  Abbott.:— 

1  shall  leave  here  rext  Sunday  night, 
February  nst,  arriving  in  vashington  at 
4:40  Monday  afternoon. 

If  convenient,  wish  you  would  cone  to 
Tl’.e  i low  illard,  say  about  5:30  or  6  p.m., 
as  I  would  like  to  give  you  my  supplementary 
report  so  you  can  become  familiar  with  it 
early  as  possible. 


court 


«  very  truly. 


Mr. 


ibbott, 


Sec'y, 


Soari  °l.  I d lan  Commissioners, 

•  ashmgton,  D.C. 


TRIPLICATE 


FORM  13  92056-2M-4-18-1  1 


CHICAGO,  ILL., 


ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  RAILROAD  COMPANY 


PURCHASE  NO . 

REQUISITION  NO. 
CONSIGNED  . . 


in  account  with  AYER  &  LORD  TIE  CO. 

(incorporated) 

RAILWAY  EXCHANGE  BLDG. 

CAR . No . 


Care  of _ _  From 


No.  FROG  FT. 

AMOUNT 

SET  LIST  SWITCH  TIES  FT.  @  PER  M. 

The  following  letter  from  Joseph  Craig,  a  full- 
blooded  Umatilla  Indian, is  so  sound  a  statment  of 
the  most  fundamental  need  in  Indian  Affairs,  that 
I  am  mailing  a  copy  to  each  member  of  the  Board' 
COPY. 


Pendleton,  Oregon, 

January  30,191ft. 

Hon.  P.H. Abbott, 

Sec.  Board  of  Ind.  Affairs, 

Wasgington,  I) .  0 . 


My  dear  Priend: 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  which  came  during  my  absence.  I  am 
very  much  pleased  to  hear  from  you  and  very  glad  to 
know  that  you  are  still  connected  with  the  work  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indian  Race.  I  also  thank  you 
for  the  congratulation  you  gavo  me  for  the  little 
spiel  I  made,  greeting  the  Wannamaker  Expedition 
last  summer.  I  made  it  as  from  the  standspoint  of 
an  Indian  and  of  course  I  do  not  know  how  funny  or 
how  offensive  it  may  have  sounded  to  the  ears  of  the 
"pale  face".  However,  i  still  hold  that  there  are 
some  painful  truths  in  my  little  speech. 

I  am  trying,  with  some  of  my  friends, 
to  have  our  Superintendent  arrange  with  the  Indian 
Bureau  for  an  interview  both  with  the  new  Commis¬ 
sioners  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  the  near 
future.  There  are  a  few  things  that  we  would  like 
to  ask  for  that  we  know  would  greatly  benefit  our 
people  in  this  reservation. 

We  are  asking  that  about  six  of  us 
accompanied  by  our  Superintendent  be  granted  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  visiting  Washington  -  expenses  to  be  paid 
out  of  some  funds  belonging  to  us  in  general.  These  maa 
are  younger  class  of  Indians  actually  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  in  other  useful  occupations,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  possessed  of  progressive  ideas  that  are  not  enter¬ 
tained  by  our  good  old  war  Chiefs. 

This  grand  Government  of  ours  may 
boast  of  everything  -  but  it  has  failed,  neglected 
and  refused  to  give  to  the  Horth  American  Indian 
a  VOICE  at  least,  in  the  administration  of  his  own 
affairs . 


£ 


Send  out  an  Inspector  or  a  Special  Agent  to 
investigate  some  resorvatioh  matters.  Be  will 
take  a  flying  trip  across  the  reservation  cfountry 
and  then  make  his  "report”  —  very  frequently  sit 
around  the  Agency  office  smoking  cigars  -  and  what 
does  he  know  about  the  real  wants  of  the  Indians? 

lo  my  way  of  thinking.  Hr.  Abbott,  if  the 
Indian  Bureau  would  confer  with  the  younger  gen¬ 
eration  of  Ihdians  together  with  th  ir  respective 
Superintendents  or  Agonts  -  Indians  who  are  awake, 
sober,  industrious  and  self-supporting  -  concerning 
what  would  be  the  most  benefiflal  to  their  people, 
the  result  would  be  much  greater  than  from  sending 
out  Inspectors  or  Special  Agents,  who  are  out  to 
earn  thoir  dollars  and  care  for  nothing  else# 

Hy  humble  opinion  in  this  line  is,  until  the 
intelligent  class  of  Indians  have  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  present  their  views  upon  matters 
that  directly  concern  their  affairs,  the  oo-oalled 
’’Indian  Problem"  that  has  baffled  the  white  man's 
brains  for  half  a  century  will  remain  unsolved. 

fhat  do  you  think?  If  It  comos  in  your  way 
put  in  a  v/ord  for  us.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  again. 

I  am  your  friend, 

Joseph  Craig, 

Pendleton,  Oregon. 


Box  475 


Chicago.  January  30,  1914 


Mr.  D.  F.  Tyrrell, 

Gillette,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  your  letter  of  January  27th  and  contents 
noted.  I  have  made  the  letter  a  part  of  my  report,  as 
you  undoubtedly  expected  I  would. 


Yours  very  truly. 


Chicago.  January  30th,  1914. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Nicholson,  Supt., 

Monorainee  Indian  MillB, 

Neopit,  Wisconsin. 

Dear  Mr.  Nicholson: 

I  have  your  inclosures  in  answer 
to  ray  letter  of  January  22d.  V'herever  I  have  used  the 
number  444,000  I  have  always  used  Profits  Including 
Sturapage.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  and  shall  make 
the  Summary  a  part  of  ray  report.  Would  it  be  any 

use  to  have  the  details  that  you  have  sent  me  returned? 
If  so  we  will  do  so. 

I  am  afraid  I  put  you  to  more 
labor  than  necessary  as  all  I  wanted  was  the  Summary. 


Yours  very  truly, 


